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PREFACE, 
ear 7 

f HIS book, giving compact accounts of ali the leading 
¢ Ruling Chiefs and the principal Nobles and Zamin- 
& iy dars of India, was begun a little before the last 
eee Delhi Durbar, but the task was delayed in oxecution 
owing lo several impediments of a personal and 
a domestic nature, The inevitable delay thus caused 
has, however, enabled me to collect more detailed 
information and to re-airange and revise the 
accounts already prepared. In presenting these great personages to 
thé reading public in a form that will evoke their admiration and 
regard for the subjects of these memoirs, one aim has always been 
kept in view : (he inculcation of regard and reversiney for the here- 
ditary nobilily and for the intellectug! atislocracy of this ancient 
land, and the consequent promotion of a spirit of genuine loyally 
and woe DOs dévotion lo the person of the sovereign, ‘There 
wig BO gaitiSaying the fact that all the Ruling Chiefs, Nobles, and 
Zamindars of India, who figure in this volume, bave been a great 
moral force in the right shaping of the recent events in this country 

and in promoting the harmony belween the rulers and the ruled. 
» As no regular and connected history of all the leading Ruling 
Chiefs and the principal Aristocracy of this country has ever been 
published i in any language, this work will al least possess the meri 
pf novelly, During my long connection with the defunct Lvening 
Mail in Bangalore as Sub-Editor, and while engaged in collectifg 
tmaterials for my former workg, the noble characteristics and the 
heroic deeds ofsthe various ancient Ruling Chiefs and Noblemen 
and of their immediate desceridants naturally arrested my attemtion: 
While travelling on several occasions in different parts of India, 


vill PREFACE 


the need for a book of the kind pressed strongly on my mind, 
What is now presented to the reader, is a faithful and conststent 
picture of the times, characters, and events, entirely free from all 
disquisitions on controversial questions, howsoever tempting. 

This book might have come out {wo years ago had not soutaof 
the Ruling Chiefs and others taken their own time to return 
the proofs forwarded to them for approval, despile reminders by 
post and by telegram. Notwithstanding the long delay, a few 
occupants of the gadi did not furnish the information wanted 
about them, and this deficiency is, therefore, much regretted, 

The first four of the Ruling Chiefs that herald this volume ara 
given in the Government order of precedence, and for the rest the 
salute of guns to which they are entitled has determined their place 
in ils pages. : 

Brief sketches of distinguished personages in the Slates and 
elsewhere have been added to enhance the value of the work as a 
book of reference, and any unwitting omissions will ba supplied 
in the next edition if the kind readers of this volume draw my 
attention to them. 


I cannot sufficiently thank such of the Ruling Chiefs and their 
hinders Macs or quick despatch of the proofs 
sent to them for approval, an roy the promplitude with which they 


obliged me with the materials necessaTy forthe preparation of the 
accounts of their respective Durbars, 

Should my present venture meet with a favourable acceptance" 
I hope to bring out a sccond edition of the book, considerably 
. enlarged and arranged in the best and most approved form, 

Tam highly indebted fo Mr, V. P, Madhava Rao, G. 1. By 
Dewan of Baroda, for his very valuable introduction to this book, 

In conclusion, my thanks are dueto Mr, G,C, Nataraja 
Mudaliyar, the junior Proprietor of the Guardian Press, for thd 
special care he took in seeing this work through the press, 


MADRAS, S, W,, 
Oclober 1918, 


NONGUMBAUKAM, 
A. VADIVELY, 
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INTRODUCTION, 





NDIA resembles a vast museum in which is found a 
large variety of human types in different stages of 
civilisation. What are generally known as the 
Native States attract our attention mainly by the 
elements of the picturesque which they supply in 
great profusion, They are not, however, without 
interest to the serious student engaged in the study 
of the deeper problems of Indian Administration, 
The task of introducing a publication dealing primarily with Native 
Rulers and their administrative achievements is one which gives . 
me a profound degree of pleasure ; and this feeling is enhanced by 
the thought that the best years of my life were given to the work 
of directing the affairs of the two leading Native States in Southern 
India and that I now find myself holding the position of Chief 
Minister in whal is fittingly spoken of as the Model Native State « 
in India, It is highly gratifying to me, therefore, that the author 
of this book should have asked me to write a foreword by way of 
introduction, : 


I knew Mr. Vadivelu while he was on the staff of the 
Evening Mail of Bangalore, As Sub-Editor he rapidly rose in the 
esteeri of his Chief, and his articles on “Indian Social Reform” 
won high praise from no less a personage than the late Mr, Justice 
Ranade both for their vigour of thought and elegance of diction, 
His book on the Aristocracy of Southern Indiais a mine ‘of 
information regarding the great families that played a prominent 
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part in the political struggles of the centuries preceding the 

British Rule in that part of the country, He is a grandson of 

the late Mr. Amirthalingam Mudaliyar who held the high office of 

Postmaster-General in Mysore. Heis also related to prominent’ 
landholders in Chingleput in the Madras Presidency. By birth, 

training and experience, therefore, he is certainly well qualified to 

write on the subject which forms the theme of his work. 


It must be readily conceded that, in furnishing a mass of 
valuable information regarding the scions of the Nobilily of India, 
Mr. Vadivelu has supplied a long-felt need in a very satisfactory 
manner, For some reason or other, the onward march of Indian 
progress has gone on till now without much concern as to what 
happened in those mysterious yellow patches that relicve the crim- 
son map of India. To the stranger within their gates, who comes 
steeped in Western political ideas and in the traditions of Anglo- 
Saxon efficiency, the Native States, with their irresponsivencss {to 
the trumpet call of progress, their medizeval methods of Government, 
. and their palace and party intrigues, are often a scaled book, intel. 

ligible only to the initiated. With the passing of the years, how- 
ever, changes must come and the old order must give place to the 
new. The Aristocracy of India is being gradually brought under 
the operation of the progressive influences of to-day. Amid the 
bewildering varieties of type and organisation, the Pas Brilaniica 
has held out lofty ideals of public duty and administrative 
" efficiency towards which, as towards a common goal, all are 
marching in perfect harmony, The gospel of ihe strenuous 
life is being preached everywhere, and the picluresqueness 
and leisurely methods of the old court-life are gradually tend- 
ing to disappear. It was to be expected that, in the march 
towards modernism, a few of the Indian Chiefs should have 
led the vanguard of progress with greater zeal than uthers, There ‘ 
are, of course, Princes who have entrenched themselves fn the 
ancient fastnesses of conservatism and have zealously combated the 
incoming of the newer order, Between these two extremes, differ. 
ent stages of advance have been reached by those who are as 
pecnly alive to the possibilities as to the limitations of their position 
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and who are striving, so far as their resources and environments 
permit, to follow the lead of those few, who, like the enlightened 
Prinée whom I now have the privilege of serving, are the torch- 
"bearers of civilisation in the dark places of the earth, 


The triumphs of Democracy in the West have profoundly 
influenced Indian public life, and it is inevitable that democratic 
ideas should gradually find their way into Native States, The 
problem which the Rulers of Native Slates are called upon to solve 
is how to enable their subjects to assimilate the new spirit and to 
work in the direction of constitutional Government without alto- 
gether breaking away with their past and without abandoning all 
that is conducive to stability in the existing forms of monar- 
chical Government. If Baroda has been referred to above as the 
Model State, it is because of the remarkable experiment which is 
being tried there by its distinguished Ruler to maintain an equili- 
brium whenever the old order is in conflict with the new, 


With the advent of modern progress, India no longer 
looks upon her Princes as effete survivals of a by-gone aye, inte- 
resling only to the curious student of political science,» Evidences 
are not wanting on all sides to show that there is a revived interest 
in the present condition and the future well-being of the Native 
States and their Rulers, The man who tells the story of their 
strivings and triumphs in the direction of peace and ordered pro- 
gress, in a fascinating style, and emblazons their record in a kind of 
Golden Book of India, deserves well of his country for his public 
spirit and enterprise, Mr. Vadivelu’s work is a production of this 
kind and has come, I think, none too soon, 


There is no reason to doubt that, in the administration of 
Native States, there is abundant scope for organizing the forces of 
progress and for the best Indian intelligence to find ils fullest ex- 
pression in the skilful handling of public questions that are pressing 
for solution—questions on whose right solution depends so much 
that is of vital importance {o the well-being of the races that 
inhabit {hese more or less autonomous tracts; The fact that 
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Mr. Vadivelu’s book contains not only biographical sketches of India 
Princes and the leading members of the landed aristocracy, but 
alsa accounts of selected groups of officers and public-spiriled men 
who are actively engaged in the work of constructive staiesmanship’ 
in the service of various Native States, is a point that considerably 
enhances the merits of the publication, I have much pleasure in 
commending the book to the attention of readers in India and 
elsewhere. 


OoracamMunD, V. P. MADHAVA. RAO, - 
21st Fune 1915. } Dewan, Baroda State 


THE DELHI DURBAR AND AFTER, 


the Indians have become familiar now, connected 
with the Royal installation, was formerly known as 
the Delhi Durbar, and has, since 1911, taken the 
name of the Coronation Durbar, To describe this 
great event of pomp and splendour within the space 
at our disposal, is hardly possible, The mere enu- 
meration of the names of the royal guests would fill 
avolume; the description of the canvas city another; and the 
numerous functions and the military display a third, and so on! 
We can on this occasion only content ourselves with referring to it 
as a unique occurrence, unparalleled in the annals of India, 
ancient and modern; and it will not be surprising if some day in 
the future an Indian poet of repute makes il a theme for a mighty 
epic in his mother tongue or in the language of the far-off western 
isle which has become more or less our own, and _ gives vivid and 
graphic accounts in verse of the galaxy of Indian Rulers, Nobles - 
and Zamindars, described in this volume, whose presence on the 
significant occasion contributed, in no sinall measure, to the grand 
success of the brilliant celebration, 





India, it has been said, had evolved and perfected in ages 
long gone by a model civilization, faultless in all its details and 
based: upon the essential constilulion of man in relation to his origin, 
development, and destiny. Early historians have held that it was 
originally an ideal type of spiritual democracy, but wrought into 
elaborate, and unwelcome details in the light of a uew social ineti« 
tution, The excrescences, it would appear, came to be made much 
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of and ill-used, and the civilization which was destined to spread 
a-genuine spiritual influence lost its ground. With this decadence 
began social disruptions, sectarian differences and suicidal wars, and 
the land became a prey to foicign invasions, Various natious from 
the West and the North stalked through the land intent on plunder 
ot conquest; but the genius to take the vastly scatlered and hetero- 
Beneous units together and weld them inlo a great people was 
wanting in them all, The servants of the Hast India Company 
had hardly undertaken the task when troubles arose again, and 
by a happy turn of Providence the Government of the country 
once for all passed into the hands ofa ruler, the wisest and noblest 
thal has ever appeared on the face of the Western world—Victoria 
the Good, A few years after this transference, Her Majosly assum- 
ed the title of the Empiess of India, when we witnessed the {ust 
Durbar, the Imperial Assemblage; and the second Durbar was held 
in 1903, when her illustrious son became Emperor of India. But 
the third celebration has outshone its predecessors ancl come to be 
most reverently and affectionately cherished by the Indians asa whole 
for more reasons than one. His Most Gracious Majesty the King 
Emperor himself chose to be here in person with his royal consort 
to go through the sacred and imposing ceremony of the Coronation 
and to honour the Princes, Nobles, and people of India with hig 
gracious and personal audience. The capital of the Empire is no 
longer Calcutta~a city formerly chosen by atrading company for 
purposes more suiled to their activities, but Delhi, the name of 
which sounds sweetest in the ears of Hindus and Moslems abke, 
and which is associated wilh a thousand memories of hisloric and 
sacred antiquity, and has drawn the hearts of the mullitudinous 
races of this hoary land closer to the throne of Great Britain, 

To the Indian, loyalty runs in his blood. He loves his 
country, his God, and his King, He cannot but obey the King, 
Whoever he be, First and foremost he renders unto Casar, what 
is Caesar’s, 

Because Empress Victoria ruled, her son bore sway after her, 


and to-day His Most Gracious Majesty, her grandson, holds the 
sceptre over India, the Indian firmly believes as a necessary article 
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of faith that this dynasty has exceptionally good virtues, He 
actually sees ample proofs of them and gets daily strengthened in 
his belief. The Rulers of England have been upholder. of justice, 
‘righteousness, and fair play, and the present occupant of jhe 
throne faithfully abides by the traditions of his forbears, Is it 
possible for such a benevolent Ruler io remain for any length 
of time without being personally introduced to his beloved Indian 
Princes and Subjects in their own country ? The Durbar at Delhi 
proved a suitable occasion, and to their intense joy and satisfaction, 
the people of Indja had Their Most Gracious Majesties King 
George V and Queen Mary in their midst as incarnations of sympa- 
thy and love, 
The Imperial Coronation at Delhi has begun to bear good fruit, 
In the cataclysmic European war in which Great Brilain is now 
séiiously engaged, the Indian Jords and liegemen have taken their 
place side by side with the Britishers and their Allies, and the 
Lolonials, and cheerfully and heroically give up their lives on be- 
“half of their righteous sovereign, nol to speak of the enormous 
sacrifices they are making of their substance and all that they 
have in the vindication of his noble cause, 

The Indians of to-day have the confidence that, so long as 
Providence pleases to place them under the guidance and control 
of Great Brilain, whose watchword is ordered liberty, and whose 
greatest merits are the protection of the weak and the oppressed, 
the fulfilment of her pledges, and the ‘uplifting of each nation, 
small or backward, to its full stature, their safety is insured, 
their prosperity assured, and their political progress ensured. 


‘Bor know that far thy fame has reached, and men 
That ne’er have seen thee tell that thou art set 
Upon the throne of virtue, that good-will and love 

, Thy servants are, that in thy land 

Joy, honour, trust and modesty abide 

And drink the air of peace, that kings must sce 
Thy city, would they knw their peoples’ good 
And ’stablish them therein by wholesome laws.”, 


Robert Brydges. « 


ADDENDA 


Page 149, Insert the following as the sixth paragraphi— 

Onthe Ist January 1913, His Highacss the Nawab of Tonk was 
created a GC, S, I, : 

Page 232g. Insert the following as the fourth paragraphi-— 

The day aiter the appeal for the Punjab aeroplane fleet appeared ‘in 
the pgess, 4. H. the Maharajah of Jind telegraphed offeting Government an 
armoured aerop.ane for service at (ne front, The Maharajah was, therefore, 
the first in the province to make such an offer. The Government of India 
have gratefully accepted this generous gift, and it has been decided with 
the assent of Wis Highness to attach the deroplane to the fleet which 
Punjab is presenting, H will be called “ Jind Aetoplane,” 

The sptinelea RS C. 1, E, was conferred upon His Highness the 
Maharajah of Jind onhe 1st January 1916. ; 


Page 282). Insert theyollowing as the third pavagraphi— 

In November 1915, the wedding of the youngest daughter of 
H, H, the Rajah of Chamba with H. H. Prince Shri Hari Singhji, the 
heir-apparent to the Kashmir gadi, was celebrated with great eclat at 
Chamba, 


Page 319. Insert the following afler Chief in ithe firet line of the fourth 
paragraphi— 
the youngest brother of Bakhtawar Singh, 


Page 488¢ Insert the following as the last paragraph:— 

The Maharajah of Jeypore who, by his handsome donation of a lakh of 
rupees, was one of the first supporters of the Madras War Fund and was also 
a monthly subscriber of Rs. 1,000 for the monthly upkeep of the Hospital 
Ship, ‘ Madras”, has generously made a further contribution by offering 
through H. E, the Governor for the acceptance of His Majesty the King- 
Emperor a sunt of Rs, 22,500 for the purchase of a fully equipped aero-~ 
plane for use at the front, His Excellency who communicated this offer to 
His Majesty has received the following telegram from Lord Stamfordham, 
Private Secretary to the King-Emperor. “ The King accepts with gratitude 
the Maharajah of Jeypore’s most generous gifl of Rs, 22,500 to provide 
an aeroplane and will he glad if you carry out the details,” His Excellency 
the Governor is now in communication with the military authorities as to 
the purchase of the machine and its despatch to the front, The Maharajake 
has raised his monthly subscription towards the upkeep of the Hospital 
Ship, “ Madras,” (o rupees two thousand from January 1916. 


Page 491, Iusert the following as the last paragrapltii— 

‘o The well-merited distinction of G, C. I, was conferred upon the 
Maharajah of Venkatagiri on the 1st January 1915. He had been paying 
Rs, 500 monthly for the Madras Hospital Ship till the end of October 1915 
and raised it to Rs. 1,000 from the month of November, He paid the 
munificent sum of three lakhs of fupees for the Madras War Fund, 
‘Rs, 1,500 for the Prince of Wales Fund, Rs.8,000 for the Viceroy’s Imperial 
War Relief Fund, Rs. $00 for Lady Pentland Fund, Rs, 1,615 for Sir 
John Heelae’s Fund, Rs. 15,000 for two Ambulance Motors, and Rs. 100 
for the Madras Aeroplane, i 


Page 607.  Lusert the following as the last paragraphi— ; 
Among the conferees of the Birthday Honours -in Jane 1918, the 
Maharajah of Darbhanga won the distinotion of G, C.1, E, we 
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* Page 871, Insert the following ds the las} paraigiapliias ceo 
The Rajah of Ramnad who, by his'tiberal donation of Ra, 20,000, was 

one of the early supporters of the Madras War Fund and is now 2 month 
ly subscriber of Rs, 250 for the upkeep of the Hospital Ship, “ Madras,’ 
has generously made a further coninbution by offering to His Excellency 
the Governor of Madras for the acceptince of the King-Emperor 4 sum 
of Rs, 22,500 for the purchase of a fully equipped acroplane for use at 
‘the front, His Excellency, who communicated thissafler to His Majesty, 
has received the following telegram from Lord Stamfordham, Private 
Secretary to the King-Emperor +=His Majesty accepts wilh pleasure 
the generous gilt of the Rajah of Ramf@ad and approves of your ca¥rying 
out the details.” His Excellency the Governor of Madras is now in 
communication with the military authorities as to the purchase of the 
machine and its despatch to the front, 


Page 881, Insert the following after tenautry in the sixth line of the first 
paragraph t— be 
The well-merited distinctian of Rao Bahadtir was conferred upon 
Sri M. C, Krishna Varma Rajah on the Ist January 1910, 


Page 624, Lnsert the following as the last paragraphi— 


» The Moopil Nair of Kavalappara was elected Member of the Madras 
Legislative Council on the 8th Iebruary 1915 in the place of the late 
Hon'ble Mr. V. Kunturaman Nayanar. 


Page 641. Insert the fotlowing as the second paragraphi—~ 
Babu Shyam Das was presented with a Durbar Medal by Mr, 


Molony, the Commissioner of the Benates Division, on the 29th April 
uw at the gaiden party given by Mr, C. A. C, Streatfield, the Magistrate. 
of Benares, 


Page 688, [usort the following as the last paragraph t-— 


When the Zamindar of Vadagarai‘attended the meeting of the Telugu 
Aoademy héld at Bellary in April 1915, undeb the chaiimanship of the 
Rajah of Anagond:, the representative of the defunct Vijianagar Ruling 
House, he undertook, on behalf of the Academy, to defray the cost of (he 
publication of the valuable work, called Yaimint Bharatam, in Telugu 
prose, written by his telation, Savugam Venkata Krishnappa Naiok, who 
flourished as a court poet in the reign of Vijaya Ranga Chockanadha 
Naick, the Ruler of Madura, from 1704 to 1731, 


The Hon’ble Diwan Bahadur V, Rama Bhadra Naick has endowed 
Rs, 1,500 to the University of Madras for the purpose of founding a gold 
inedal to be awarded annually to the candidate who dblains the highest 
number of marks in the final M, B, and B, S, Detree Bxamination, The 
medal is to be called “The Hon'ble Diwan Bahadur V. Ramabhadra 
Naidu Gold Medal.” . 


Page 748. Insert the following after Collector in the eighth line of the second 
paragraph :-— 

, The well-merited distinction of Rao Bahadur was conlerted upon 

Mr, Krishnaji Balvant Moghe on the Ist January 1916. 

Page 153. Insert the following after 1909 in the sixth line of ihe first 
paragraph: — . 

« The distinction of K.C.S,1, was conferred upon Maharaj Sri Bhairun 

Singhji Bahadur on the Ist January 1916. 

Page 111 Insest the following as the last paragraph t~ i 


The well-metited distinclion of Rai Bahadur was conferred upot 
Pandit Rajkishen Koul on the Ist January 1916. poy 
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H, H. THE LATE NAWAB MIR SIR MAWBUB ALI KHAN BAHADUR, 
G.C.8.1, G.C.B., 
THE NIZAM OF HYDERABAD 


THE RULING CHIEFS, NOBLES 


AND 


ZAMINDARS OF INDIA 





HIS HIGHNESS NAWAB 
MIR SIR USMAN ALI KHAN BAHADUR, G. C,S. 1, 
THE NIZAM OF HYDERABAD 


His Highness Nawab Mu Sir Usman Ali Khan Bahadu, G, C, 5, 1, 
the Nizam of Eyde:abad, is the Premier Prince of the Indian Empire. 
The Dominions of the Nizam cover a rich and wide tract of country, 
with an area of nearly 83,000 square miles, They are about three times 
the size of Mysore, the next largest Protected State. Their favorable 
\ situation in the Deccan, their abundant natmal and commercial resoutces, 
their teeming population, thei fertile soil, theit vast mineral wealth, their 
great rivers and extensive forests, thei ancient history and famous 
sovereigns, and their possession of all the advantages that nature, art, 
and civilization could bestow on any country, have gained for 
them a unique importance and for their ruler a power and influence which 
many Crowned Heads of Europe might well envy, His Highness bears 
sway over nearly thirteen millions of people and 1s the master of an annual 
revenue of about five crores of rupees, He 1s the first of all the loyal 
friends, allies and admirers of the British Empire in the East, It is but 
in the fitness of things thal His Highness should enjay the special friend- 
ship and confidence of His Majesty the King-Emperor, 

The Dominions of the Nizam lie between the Tapti on the noith 
and the Tungabhadia and the Krishna on the south, The Wardha and 
the Godavari demarcate them on the east, while on the west they are 
fringed by the Districts of Dharvar, Kaladgi, Sholapur and Ahmednagar 
in the Bombay Presidency. ‘They constitute what 1s known as the Deccan 
plateau, about 1,800 feet above the ‘sea-level. They form the meeting 
point of several languages—Telugu, Canarese,and Mahratti, the first being 
the most predominant, Urdu is, of course, the tongue of the 1ulers, while 
here and there are found large sprinklings of the Tamil, Bengali and 
Rajput settlers, The chief méuntain ranges are Balaghat, Sdhiadiv 
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parvat, Gaivalagarh, Jalna, Yamnigarh, Kandikalgutta and Rakhigutta, 
The principal rivers are the Godavari, the Krishna, the Tungabhadra, 
the Purna, the Painganga, the Manjira, the Maner, the Bhima, the Musi, 


and the Munair, with many minor streams and rivulets. There are a, 


number of lakes and {anks for purposes of irrigation, The forests of the 
Telingana country are rich and superb, yielding a large revenue to 


the State. The climate is most agreeable without the extreme cold of the - 


northern regions and the burning heat of the south, The rainfall is fair, 
the territories being exposed to the influence of both the monsoons, and 
the annual average is about thirty-two inches, There is abundance of mine- 
ral wealth in the Province, and mining companies hay been floated and are 
working, as the Hutti Gold Mines Company and the Hyderabad (Deccan) 
Company, controlling the Yellondu collieries. In the matter of mining 
industry, it is believed that the Principality has a great future before it, The 
reader will be reminded of the historic diamond mines of Golconda, 
which are now unworked. Coal is dug at Yellondu and Singareni, and 
there are gold fields near Raichur at Hutti and Wondali, In respect of 
religion nearly 90 per cent. of the people are Hindus, and the remainder, 
as may naturally be expected, Mahomedans. 

In a country like India which has passed through so many political 

revolutions, it is not Hikely that the tracts, as a whole, now known as the 
Nizam’s Dominions, could have remained long intact under one and the 
same dynasty of rulers, But the tradition that the southern confines of 
the Deccan are commemorated in the Ramayana gains credence from the 
topographical similarity of the accounts given in the great epic, and is 
further confirmed by the archzeological remains and the folk-lore tales of 
these regions, But passing by all the puranic and mythical ages, 
we find that in the historical times the Deccan came under Buddhistic 
influence in the regime of the great King Asoka, The next in importance 
to him were the Satakarnis or Andhrabrityas, at the beginning of the 
Shristian era, The Kshatraps, the Guptas, the Valabhis, the Chalukyas, 
the Hoysalas, and the Yadhavas ruled in succession till the appearance 
of the Mahomedans in the political arena towards the close of the thirteenth 
century. 

In the days of Alauddin and his General, Malik Kafur, a large part 
of the Deccan was tributary to Delhi ; and the wars that brought about 
these changes were not without theig interesting episodes of romance and 
chivalry, When the Vijianagar and Bahmini kingdoms became promi- 
nent, the major portion of the Hyderabad territories scems to have been 
wnder the control of the latter, After the disintegration of the Bahmini 
Raj, the Goleonda dynasty held sway over them until “their final 
subjugation ; about the end of the seventeenth century by Aurangzeb, pro- 
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badly the only Delhi Hmperor who might be said to have held direct sover- 
eignty over the Deccan, In the time of his degenerate successors, the 
Dominions of Hyderabad were placed under a Subahdar, the greatest ‘of 
whom was the well-known Nizam-ul-Mulk, the ancestor of the Nizams, 

“from whom the present young and promising ruler is the tenth’ in 
descent. ' 

The family of the Nizams is probably the most ancient and illustrious 
in the whole Mabomedan world, and traces its genealogy on the male 
side from the first Khatilah, Abu Bakr, the successor of the Prophet of 
Arabia, and, in the female line, from the Prophet himself, One of their 
descendants, Nawal,Abid Kuli Khan, who was the Khazi of Bukhara, 

came to India in the service of the Emperor, Shah Jahan, In 1660 he 
was made a Minister, and six years later he became Silladar of Ajmer. His 
advancement was so rapid that in 1681 he was appointed Chief Minister of 
Auvangzeb, He took part in the seige of Golconda and was mortally 
wounded there, His tomb is at Asafnagar. All his honours and emoluments 
were bestowed on his son, Shahab-ud-din Ghazi-ud-din Khan Firoz Jung, 
who proved the greatest of the Generals of Aurangzeb, After a remarkably 
successful career, he died about 1710 at Ahmedabad, He lies buried at the 
Ajmer gate of the Delhi City. ‘A nobleman of such rank and power and 
yet 80 gentle and pleasant-spoken has rarely been seen or heard of among 
the men of Turan,” His son, Mir Kamruddin, the future Nizam-ul-Mulk, 
born in 1671, succeeded to his father’s tilles. When he was just nineteen, 
Aurangzeb conferred on him the distinction of Chin Kalich Khan He 
greatly dislinguished himself in several wars, receiving marks of honour and 
valuable presents from the Emperor. After Aurangzeb’s death, he became 
disgusted with the court intrigues at Delhi and retired to Aurangabad, 
During Bahadur Shah’s time, he was invited and made Subahdar of Oudh 
and Fauadar of Lucknow. Very soon he resigned his place andremained , 
in retirement until the death of the Emperor, Once again he held office 
under Jahandar Shah and immediately after the accession of Faruksiyar, he 
was installed Subahdar of the Deccan and bore the title of Nizan-uleMulh 
Bahadur Fateh Fung. Wis days were very stormy : they were mostly spent 
in checkmating the secret plots at the Court of Delhi, in keeping back the 
Mahratias from ihe Deccan, in settling the affairs of the Carnatic, and 
in maintaining order and tranquillity with great vigilance and resoluteness, 
At one time the Saiyids, the King-Makers as they were called, gave the 
Emperors a deal of trouble, and it was through the efforis of Nizam-ul- 
Mlk that they were relieved of if. His services were required everywhere 
and in every place of disorder, and as the one strong man of the day, Ris 
very presence was enough to restore peace, But differerices soon arose bet- 
ween him &nd the Emperor through the evil-schemings of courtiers, and.he 

a : 
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withdrew to his Subahdarship of the Deccan, It was then atime of 
internal quarrel and external invasion. Nadir Shab sacked Delhi in 1788, 
The Mahrattas were giving trouble in the west and south, His own son, 
-Nasir Jung, rebelled, and everything went wrong. However, undaunted, 
he withstood them all, and maintained the independence of ihe whole of 
the Deccan intact, with the Nawab of -the Carnatic as his subordinate, 
When Ahmed Shah Abdulla Durani invaded India, Nizam-ul-Mulk was 
marked out as a General fit to oppose him, but he died, at the ripe age of 
seventy-nine, at Burhanpur on the 19th June 1748, 


The death of Nizam-ul-Mulk was the cause of a protracted civil war 
in the Deccan among the many claimants for the Vacant throne, Nasir 
Jung, ason of Nizam-ul-Mulk, who had incurred the displeasure of bis 
father, became the Nizam in spite of the fact that Nizam-ul-Mulk himself 
had wanted that Muzaffar Jung, his grandson, should succeed him, But 
Nasir Jung was soon murdered, and with the assistance of the French, 
Muzaffar Jung was appointed the Nizam, He too was killed in an affray 
on his way back to Hyderabad from Pondicherry, and Salabat Jung, a 
brother of Nasir Jung, was raised to the musnad. The French played a 
prominent partin all the struggles, but with the dissolution of their 
supremacy in India after the recall of Count de Lally, the English influence 
became dominant at the Court of the Nizam. In the meanwhile clouds 
were gathering in the Mahatashtra; Hyder Ali was rising to power in 
Mysore ; and domestic intrigue was not wanting in Hyderabad. Accords 
ing to the policy of the time, the English were unable lo enter deep into 
the internal affairs of these States, Salabat Jung, dethroned by his brother, 
Nizam Ali Khan, the next Nizam, died soon after his deposition, Peace 
was concluded with the Mahrattas, and Nizam Ali was well established in 
Aydetabad, After the disappearance of the French from the Circars, the 
Honourable East India Company obtained a grant of these tracts from the 
Empetor of Delhi. The Nizam, however, looked upon them as portions 
of his Dominions, This brought him into conflict with the Company, 
which was amicably settled in 1766. By virtue of the settlement, they 
were {o retain the Circars, paying an annual tribute of seven lakhs, and to 
station a contingent of British troops near Hydetabad for their assistance 
in everything that was mght and proper. This, if would .seem, was the 
nucleus of the subsidiary force located there. 


The days of Nizam Ali Khan and those of his son, Sikandar Jah, wilh 
Mir Alam, as his Ministcr, were troublous, and the struggle {én political 
sugremacy ivas the keenest among the Mahrattas, the English and Tippu. 
By ,the end of the eighteenth century, Mysore and South India were 
brought under British contro]; the Mahrattas were all but subdued; and the 
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British power became firmly established. In all these troubles, the policy 
and allegiance of the Nizam counted a great deal. At one time the French 
influence was the greatest about the Nizam’s Court. It was so great thal 
even the Company's subsidiary force had to be recalled, To Mir Alam the 
large tank called after him owes its existence. The account ‘runs 
that he obtained eight lakhs as prize-money for the heroic part he play- 
ed in storming the fort of Seringapatam, ‘This sum he expended partly 
in constructing the tank and partly in laying outa trunk road on the Masuli- 
patam route. Mir Alam passed away in 1808, and his son-in-law, Muka- 
ram-ul-Mulk, was appointed Minister, with Rajah Chandu Lal as Peishkar, 
The Peishkar, who subsequently became Minister, resigned his office, 
and his place was filled first by Suraj-ul-Mulk, grandson of Mir Alam, and 
later by Nawab Salar Jung, Nasir-ud-Daulah ascended the musiad 
in 1829 and continued to rule until 1857. In his days the rela- 
tions between the English and his Durbar improved, but there were some 
serious internal quarrels and religious disturbances in Hyderabad. When 
ihey were put down, the Berars were assigned to the British for the 
maintenance of the Hyderabad contingent, These districts were finally 
leased in perpetuity to the Supreme Government in 1902 for an annual 
‘payment of twenty-five lakhs, 


In 1858 the great Sir Salar Jung was installed Prime Minister. On the 
death of His Highness Nasit-ud-Daulah in 1857, his son, Afzul-ud-Daulah, 
was placed on the throne, ‘The Mutiny broke out the same year, when, 
in spite of seditious activities in Hyderabad, the counsel of Sir Salar Jung 
prevailed, and the Nizam remained firm in his loyalty to the’ Paramount 
Power. In recognition of this friendly attitude, rich presents were bestow- 
ed on the Nizam and_ his Ministers in 1861, His Highness Nawab Afzul- 
ud.Daulah passed away in 1869, and his infant son, Prince Mir Mahbub Ali 
Khan Bahadur, hardly thirty months old, succeeded him, with Nawab 
Salar Jung and Nawab Shams-ul-Umara as co-regents. * 

For the education of the Prince, Captain John Clerk, Equerry to 
H.R.H. the Duke of Edinburgh, was selected after much thought and 
deliberation, and he entered upon his duties in 1875. But that gentleman 
gave up his appointment the next year, owing to some domestic calamity, 
and he was succeeded by his brother, Captain Claude Clerk, in Novem- 
ber 1876. His Highness had an all-round training under him and his 
successors, who were great educatidnists, The young Nizam soon became 
proficient, in Persian, Hindustani, and Arabic, and attained a fair 
knowledge of English, He took a keen interest in all manly sports and” 
practised riding, shooting, tent-pegging and cricket, 

: bale the minority of His Highness Mir Mahbub Ali Khan 
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Bahadur, the State had the rare fortune of being administered by that 
great statesman, His Excellency Sir Salar Jung, who was the Chief 
Minister for an unbroken period of about thirty years. He was 
undoubtedly the maker, and, in a sense, the saviour of modern 
Hyderabad, It is scarcely possible to exaggerate his great services 
to the country, nor can the family,of the Nizam and the people 
of Hyderabad be sufficiently grateful to him. Things might have gone 
wrong with the Province but for his presence and advice in the trying 
days of the Mutiny, He knew his duty both to the Nizam and lo the 
Paramount Power, He was no visionary but a practical statesman, 
and he understood the forces about him in their proper perspective. 
The result was that he gave sound advice at critical junctures and 
steered the State through several difficulties, After the death of the 
grandfather of the present Nizam in 1869, Sir Salar Jung as Regent 
became practically the ruler of the Dominions and rendered signal services 
to them during his life-time, The Government of India had the ut- 
most confidence in him, In January 1871 he was made a G,C.S, 1 
The honor of a personal salute of seven guns was also conferred on him, 
When His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales (afterwards King- 
Emperor Edward VII) visited India in 1875, he represented the Nizam al 
the reception given him in Bombay and was awarded a sword with a 
silver scabbard, the belt being studded with jewels, a massive gold ring, 
and a large gold medal with the medallion of the Prince on one side and 
three ostrich “feathers on the other, besides three large books bound 
in morocco, He was also the recipient of suitable presents fur the 
young Nizam as well, who, under medical advice, could nol be 
present, In 1876 he paid a visit to England and met with the most 
enthusiastic welcome, He returned in August of that year and 
accompanied the Prince to the Imperial Assemblage at Delhi 
held on the Ist January 1877, From 1881 to the time of 
his death, His Excellency remained the sole Regent and Adiminis- 
trator of Hyderabad, He was .about to proceed to Lngland again 
in 1883, with the Nizam, but, unfortunately after all arrange. 
ments had been made and even passages booked for His Highness 
and suite, Sir Salar Jung took ill and = passed away on the 
8th February 1883. The projected tour was, therefore, abandoned, and 
there was mourning all over the Empire. Condolences poured in from 
every side, from the Queen and thd Viceroy down to every village 
association, 

After Sir Salar Jung’s death, until His Highness atlained Majority, a 
Council of Regency, composed of His Highnegs himself as President, and 
Rajah Narindar Pershad, Nawab Bashir-ud-Daulah, Nawab ¢Shamsul- 
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Umara as Members, and Mir Laikh Ali Khan Bahadur (Nawab Sir Sala 
Jung 11) as Secretary, carried on the administration. 

On His Highness’s coming of age, he was invested with full administra 
tiva powers on the 5th February 1884 by His Excellency Lord Ripon 
Inaspeech becoming the solemn gccasion, and characteristic of th 
Viceroy who has left an imperishable name behind him as a just anc 
sympathetic ruler, he gave wholesome counsel to His Highness, whicl 
will bear quotation :— 

If you would make for yourself a name among the princes of India, you 
can only win it, in the days in which we live, by the justice of your governmen 
and the acknowledged prosperity of your people, The people’s loyalty t 
your House and to yourself is manifest and unquestioned, It resis with yor 
to preserve it and, as years goon, to deepen it into the most precious posses 
sion of a ruler—the unfeigned love of his subjects, The care of those subject; 
has not been entrusted to you by God that you may make them the instrumen 
of your pleasure or your pride. He has given them into your care that you 
may ruleand guide them for His glory and their welfare. In their well-being 
you will find your truest happiness and in their contentment your best security 
Set before you no lesser aim, and be satisfied with no meaner game, but, as you 
look back over the roll of your ancestors and recall the annals of your house 
let it be your ambition that, when you too shall be gathered to your fathers, men 
shall say of you— He left his people the better for his rule’, 

These ideals were cherished by His Highness all through his life, anc 
he avowed them more than once in his speeches, The, proclamation 
which he issued at the time of his accession to the susiad, and which we 
give below, amply shows to the world that His Highness was not wantin 
in the qualities that make a broad-minded statesman -— 

Nothing will afford me greater pleasure than to see my people living in 
peace and prosperity, engaged in the development of their sources of wealth, 
in the acquisition of knowledge and the cultivation of arts and sciences, so 
that by their efforts the country may rise to a high state of enlightenment and 
the State derive benefit and support from their knowledge and intelligence. 
It is my earnest hope that the Minister and all the officers of the State, relying 
on my protection and support, will always be zealous in the promotion of 
good and the suppression of evil andy, will protect the rights of the people 
without fear or favour, 

A Prince brought up under the traditions of Sir Salar Jung knew 
well the value of allegiance and aitachment to the suzerain power, and 
on several occasions he freely offered his purse and the services of 
his ast when there was danger to the British Indian Empire, In 
1885 heWas ready to help the Supreme Government with his troops for 
service i Egypt, When there was the scare of Russia’s advance on Jfidia 
in 1887] His Highness showed his loyalty in an open manner. by offer. 
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ing an annual grant of twenty lakhs of rupees for three years to defend the 
frontier, His Highness also informed the Government on this occasion 
that they could count upon his sword when necessary, Lord Dufferin, on 
beHalf of himself and the Government of India, and Her Majesty and her 
Government at home, recognised the Joyal offer in the most felicitous terms, 
After Lord Ripon, Lords Dufferin, Lansdowne, Elgin, Curzon, and Minto 
visited Hyderabad during their tenure of the Viceroyally. The Nizam 
had the privilege also of entertaining distinguished royal guests, such as 
the Duke and Duchess of Connaught, the late Prince Albert Victor, the 
Czar of Russia, Prince Ferdinand of Austria, the Crown Prince of Den- 
mark, the Crown Prince of Germany, and the present King-Emperor and 
Queen-Empress when, as Prince and Princess of Wales, they toured in 
India, His Highness assured the Paramount Power of his loyalty and 
co-operation duting the recent political unrest, 

The Nizam was the recipient of repeated marks of honour both 
from Queen Victoria who made hima G,C. S. L. in 1885, and from King 
Edward VII who created himaG.C. B.in 19038. Wis Highness held 
the honorary commission of Lieutenant.General in the British army. He 
was known to be an administrator of rare capacity and skill and was 
specially complimented on by Lord Minto in these terms :— , 

Much has happened since Your Highness assumed the reins of Govern- 
ment in 1884, ‘The condition of affairs to which you succeeded was not free 
from difficulty, and I hope I may venture to congratulate Your Highness on 
the administrative development which you have done so much to perfect, and 
on the establishment of a finatcial equilibrium of which you may be juatly 
proud, 

The reply of His Highness was no less eulogistic and characteristic 
of the speaker :— 

If Your Excellency will allow me to speak from my experience of 

‘twenty-three years as Rule: of this State, 1 would say that the form of any 


+, government is far less important than the sirifin which that government 


isadministered. The essential thing is the sympathy on which His Royal 
Highness the Prince of Wales, with the truly royal instinct of his race, 
recently laid so much stress. It is not sufficient merely that the rulets ahould 
be actuated by sympathy for their subjects, but itis also necessary that the 
people should feel convinced of the synapathy of their rulers. 

Sir Salar Jung I] was succeeded bw Sir Asmanjah Bahadur who was 
Minister for six years, and he was follSwed by Sir Vikar-ul-Umara Baha- 
dur. In 1901 Maharajah Sir Kishan Pershad, grandson of Rajah Narain- 
‘dar Pershad Bahadur, was appointed Prime Minister, { 

"His Highness intraduced many reforms with marked succeds in. the 
departments of Education, Sanitation, Police, Jail, Finance, Revenue and 
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Survey, Cotlon-spinning, cloth and silk weaving, shawl-making and 
other industries seceived substantial encouragement. Lady doctors 
were emptoyed for dispensing medical aid to the women of the 
Province, and schools established for the training of nurses. Foreign 
travel and liberal education were encouraged among the sons of noble- 
men in his Dominions, who were sent to England at the expense 
af the State, ; 

His Highness had a sudden stroke of paralysis and passed away 
on the 29th August 1911, after a prosperous reign of twenty-seven years, 
Many were the expressions of griefand sympathy for the bereaved 
family received from all over India, when the news of the unexpected 
death of the Nizam flashed across the land, A Prince of great nobility 
of character, His zighness had won a secure place in the hearts of his 
people by his diverse acts of generosily and by his profound solicitude 
for their welfare, His love for his subjects was illustrated very power: 
fully during the recent floods at Hyderabad, when he was moved 
fo tears at the sight of the devastation and ruin brought on his capital, 
As a ruler, he made strenuous endeavours to maintain peace and 
vtranquillity within his Dominions, while he did everything he could 
to strengthen the bonds of friendship and affection that bound him 
to the Supreme Government, 

Ina cutbar held on the dist of August the British Resident conveyed 
the condolences of the Government of India to the present Nizam, 
Nawab Usman Ali Khan Bahadur, born on the 6th April 1886. 
His Excellency Lord Haidinge was present at Iyderabad on the 
17h October 1911, when [is Lighness’s speech and His Hocellentys 
reply thereto were worthy of the occasion, 

His Highness, among other things, observed: — 

“Tam at the threshold of my career as the Ruler of Hyderabad, , 
and, therefove, all that] amable tosay al present is that it is my 
highest ambition to be, in all respects, both lo the Government of India 
and to my own people, what my late father was, a faithful friend on the 
one hand, and a beneficent Ruler n the other, I confidently trust that 
His Imperia] Majesty as well as the\people of my own country, wili 
reciprocate my sentiments in thegsame spirit in which 1 entertain 
them,” 

Relerring to His late Highness, His Excellency remarked:— 

 coeedhe sudden and unforeseen loss of Your Itighness’s father in 
the prin: of his life came upon India wilh a great shock, and, though I 
did nol r \yeclf have the honour and privilege of his personal acquaintance, 
I felt rh by his unexpected death a pillar of the fabric of the State 
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had been abruptly removed, for it is no mere idle flattery to say thal the 
late Nizam left behind him a reputation for liberality, loyalty, and 
sagacious statesmanship, which has not been advertised or published 
abroad, but is a matter of common knowledge to those who came inlo 
personal contact with him, and especially so to all who have been 
concerned with the Government of India........e0007 : 

His Highness came to the musvad under better auspices than his 
father, He had the benefit of paiental control and guidance until 
he reached the years of discretion; his education was planned and 
supervised by his father, He had the advantage of moving in a 
highly cultured and refined society about the Court of Hyderabad; 
and at the time of his accession the Durbar was in the particularly 
fortunate position of being most friendly to the Paramount Power. 
In the administration of his own affairs, he was assisted by the long peace 
and prosperity that bad attended the territories during his father’s life-time, 
which gavehim splendid opportunities for the introduction of many re« 
forms, so that every branch of the State service has been thoroughly overs 
hauled and brought intone with modern progressive ideas. He has, 
therefore, come upon a heritage, which falls to the lot of very few princes, 
as ruler of a rich and extensive country under the protective guidance of the 
suzerain power; and that he should use lis talents with the greatest 
honour to himself and benefit to his numerous subjects, and secure 
the lasting good-will of the Government of India is the earnest prayer of 
every cilizen of Hyderabad, 

The young Nizam, who is ao intimate friend of Colonel Pinhey, the 
British Resident, had the honour of being invited recently to Simla as 
a guest of His Excellency the Viceroy. Probably the wisest act, so 
far, of His Highness’s eign is the taking over, for the purpose of efficient 

"management, of the Paigahs of Sir Kurshad Jah, Sir Asman Jah and 
Sir Vikar-ul-Umara, which had fallen on evil days owing to sheer mis« 
management, Sir Brian Egeiton, K. C. LL i, was first appointed 
Director-General and then Controller-General of the Paigahs, when those 
estates were laken over, and now he # Sadar-ul-Maham of the Paigahs. 

On the 11th July 1912, there wa a change in the ministry, Maharajah 
Sir Kishan Pershad Bahadur, G, QI. B,, resigned his office of Prime 
Minister, and Nawab Salar Jung Bah&dur ILI was appointed in hig stead, 

Tn 1908 terrible floods in Hyderabad did immense damage to pro« 
perty, within a few hours, to the extent of nearly three crores of pipes, and 
some thousands of lives were losi, and myriads were left homele: * With a 
view to ward off a similar calamity in the future, the services of an expert 
Engineer; Mr. M, Visvesvarayya (now Dowan of Mysore), were et gaged"! to 
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advise and assist in the re-construction of Hyderabad.” After a caréful 
investigation, he propounded a scheme to damithe river Musi at Gundipét, 
and to provide the City of Hyderabad and the Cantonment of Secundaga- 
‘bad with pure water, It is said that the river in question drains nearly 800 
square miles, and when dammed with 4 wal] 126 feet high, it will be trans- 
formed into a placid lake having three or four times the area of the Hussain 

~ Sagar, and capable of holding ten times the quantity of water. A covered 
‘conduit twelve miles long will be constructed, and a pipe system for nearly 
half a million people will be introduced. On the 22nd March 1918—an 
epoch-making day in the annals of Hyderabad—His Highness the Nizam 
aid the foundation stone ot the new reservoir, which, when completed, 
will, for purity, for copiousness, and for permanence, challenge compari- 
son with that of any other town in India. 


"On the 2nd November 1914, the ministry of the Third Nawab Salar 
Jung Bahadur came to a termination, Since that period His Highness 
Himself has been looking after the duties of the Minister in addition to his 
own, The Departmental Minislers have received somewhat large powers 
to facilitate the disposal of the work and obviate the necessity of petty - 
matters going upto His Highness, There are four supreme Courts at 
Hyderabad {o administer justice, ihe High Court, the Khazi’s Court, the 
City Civil Court, and the City Criminal Court, Besides these Courts, there 
exists a well-trained and well-equipped judiciary in the mofugsil. A; total 
force of 10,000 police, with about 3,000 constables for the Hyderabad City, 
maintains peace and order in the Dominions, and there are five Central 
Jails and five District Jails in the Stale, Local administration is carried of, 
by more than a hundred Local Boards and by Municipalities in all impor- 
tant towns, as Hyderabad, Chudderghat, etc, The military ekpehditurg 
amounts {o about seventy lakhs per annum, and the army consists of tHe 
Regular Troops, the Golconda Brigade, the Nizam Mahabib, and thé 
{Imperial Service Troops. Ample provision has been made for medical 
relief in ninety dispensaries tn the Province andina Zenana hospital at 
Hyderabad, tlie foundation stone of which was laid by His present Majesty 
when he visited that city as Prince of Wales in 1906. Three Unani Dis- 
pensaries, one Unani Medical School, dad one English Medical School, are 
maintained at an annual cost of Rs, 24,000. 

Great attention Is paid to the ifoportant subject of education, The 
services of an experienced Governmerft officer from Madras were recontly 
secured forfe-organizing this department and bringing up the public in- 
sttustlon if the State to the standards obtaining in the, most progres 
gdurtrfesy | {out of the lwo million childyeti of the school- going age, O ay 
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100,000 attend schools. Instruction is imparted in over 9,500 educational 
institutions, 861 of which are public, and 688 are maintained by the Darbar, 
There are three Arts Colleges, fifteen High Schools and sixty-eight Middle 
Schools, and the rest are of the Primary Grade. In the matter of female 
education there seems to be room for improvement, but the defect cannot 
be attributed solely to the apathy of the State, Special and technical schools 
are also in existence ; atid scholarships are provided for deserving sludents.. 
anxious to complete their education in England. There are several publi¢ 
libraries, the chief of them being the Asafia State Library, Tho Nizain’s 
Government encourages original researches in Arabic Janguage and litera. 
ture; for, in a country endowed with so many natural advantages and 
governed by several dynasties, there must necessarily be numerous rare and 
interesting remains, as temples, caves, forts, tombs, and inscriptions, worthy 
of the best attention of the antiquary and the unremitting labours of the 
archzsologist, 

There are four clifferent kinds of land tenure, Khalsa, Sarf-i-Khas, 
Paigah, and Jaghir, or the Nizam’s grants to Nobles and to individuals 
for services, About 750 miles of railway in all facilitate locomotion in the 

» Dominions, and it is managed by the Nizam’s Guaranteed State Railway 
Company. The Province has three spinning and weaving mills, fifty-five 
ginning and pressing factories, four oil mills, four ice factories, one rice 
mill, one flour mill, one tile factory, one sugar factory, and thirly factories 
of other kinds, In 1908 anew mint was constructed ona large scale, 
The chief coins are the ashrafies and their fractional parts in gold and the 
Char Minar rupee, now known as the Osmania Hali Sicca, The ashrafies 
are not designed for legal tender but serve for presentation or ornament. 

During the four years His Highness the Nizam has been on the gadi, 
the State has improved immensely in every direction—in the extension of 
the railway, the damming of the Musi, the provision of the water. 
supply to Hyderabad and Secunderabad, the recruitment of a regular 
State Civil Service, the re-organisation of the Judicial and Medical Nepart- 
ments, the opening of the Agricultuyal Department, the establishment and 
growth of Co-operative Credit Sgfieties, and the gigantic surplus, the 
outcome of efficient administration, has been profitably laid ont, Twenty- 
five lakhs of rupees have been credifed to the Coinage Reserve, which now 
stands at three crores, while ihe cagy balance at the end of last year was 
ten crores and thirty-one lakhs, andi the Government investment stood al 
over seven crores of rupees, 







\e 
His Excellency Lord Hardinge, the Viceroy of India, was)received i in 
stat and entertained on the 29th Ogtober 1913, and his speech at the Stake 
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Banquet was a warm appreciation of His Higness’s earnest wok and 
efficient administration, After glancing with complacency at the rigid ob- 
Servance by His ITighness of the two principles of placing trust in his 
choice councillors, and taking personal interest in the matters of the shate 
enumerated by His Tixcellency three years ago and also at the generous 
help rendered by the premier Chief of India to the afflicted humanity in 
the Turkish war and in the Palitana floods, and his princely donations to 
‘Lady Hardinge's Hospital and the Training School for Women at Delhi, 
His Excellency adverted to the many and various reforms effected in the 
State;— 

Colonel Pinhey tells me of a contemplated expenditure of two and a half 
crores of rupees ou the extension of your railway system which will give your 
people access to a new port and provide new markets for their produce, of the 
vast drainage and water supply scheme in connection with the Musi dam, of 
reforms in the police and educational depattments, of the extension of the Co. 
operative credit system, one of the greatest boons that could be conferred on 
the indebted cultivator, of the institution of a trained Civil Service, of generous 
measures of famine relief, and of the improved administration and control of 
the three great Paigah estates which had for long been ruined by neglect and 
thismanagement. Last, but not least, the two splendid regiments of Imperiat 
Service Cavalry which I had the pleasure of seeing two years ago and hope to 
see again to-morrow are evidence of the continued support that Hyderabad is 
giving to this important movement, 

His Excellency’s cordial speech was wound up with’ the wish of 
wishes that a bright promise of His Highness’s early months of power 
should blossom into many years of prosperous and beneficent rule. On the 
following day, Their Excellencies were given a sumptuous and royal dinner 
at the Residency, when the Viceroy and Vicerene presented to the Ruler of 
the Dominions mementoes of their visit —the former a very handsome gold 
cup bearing the inscription © From the Viceroy to his friend the Nizam,” 
and the latter, her photograph mounted on a silver frame. 

His Highness the Nizam subseribed the munificent sum of sixty lakhs 
of rupees for the Imperial War Relief Fund. When Great Britain 
declared war against Turkey, His Higi\pess issued the following manifesto 
for the guidance of his subjects,— 

In view of the present aspect of fhe war in Europe, let it be generally 
known that at this critical juncture,it isthe bounden duty of the Mahomedans 
of India to adhere fimly to their old af tried loyalty to the British Govern- 
ment, especially when Lhere is no Mosiem or non-Moslem power in the would 
under which they enjoy such personal ‘and religious liberty as they do in India 
and when nioreover they are assured by the Brilish Government that, as i\has 
in the past ulways stood the best friend of Islam, so will it continue to Ue Islam's 
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best friend and will always protect and cherish its Moslem anbjects. I repeat 
and reiterate that in the crisis before us the Mahomedan inhabitants of 
India, especially the subjects of this State, should, if they care lor their own 
welfare and prosperity, remain firm and whole-hearted in their loyalty and 
obedience, swerve nota hait’s breadth from their devotion to the British ' 
Governsment, whose cause, I am convinced,is just and right, keep sacred the tie 
which binds subject peoples to their Rulers, and, lastly, that they should in no 
case allow themselves fo be beguiled by the wiles of any oneinto a course of —~ 
open or sectet sedition against the British Government. Finally, I give ex-? 
pression to the hope that as I, following the tradition of my ancestors, hold 
myself ever ready to devote my own person and all the resources of my State 
and all that J possess to the service of Great Britain, so will all Mahomedans 
of India, especially my own beloved subjects, hold themselves whole-heartedly 
ready in the same way, 

The full tiles of the Nizam are His Iighness Asaf Jab, Muzaffar-ul- 
Mulk wal Mumalik, Rustami-Dauran, Arastu-i-Zaman, Nizam-ol-Mulk, 
Nizam-nd-daulah, Nawab Mir Sir Usinan Ali Khan Bahadur, Fateh Jung, 
G.C.S.1L He is entitled to a permanent salute of twenly-ane guns, Hig 
Most Gracious Majesty the King-Emperor conferred the distinction of 
G.C.S8. 1,0 Wis Highness at the Delhi Coronation Dutbar of 1911, ‘The 
Nizam is an Honorary Colonel of the 20th Deccan Horse. A prince of 
great enlightenment, a keen sportsman, and a ruler with a high sense of 
duty, His Highness makcs promise of upholding and continuing the worthy 
traditions of his forbears It is the sincere prayer of all lovers of India, 
and of the Nizam's Dominions in particular, that he may be vouchsated 
along and prosperous carcer of usefulness to his subjects and eredit (9 
himself and his illustrious line, 
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SHRI SAYAJI RAO GAEKWAR III, G.G,S. 1, 
MAHARAJAH OF BARODA 


Among the Indian princes of his generation, His Highness the Maha- 
1ajah Sir Sayaji Rao II, G, C, S. I, the Gaekwar of Baroda, stands in the 
forefront for enlightened and sagacious administration of his territories, 
The State of Baroda consists of tracts of land, which are scattered in Guj- 
erat and Kathiawar and intermingled in an intricate manner with British 
ancl other Native State territories, Baroda has an area of 8,182 square mil- 
es 3 its population, according to the census of 1911, numbered 20,838,000, 
"In size it is less than a third of the State of Mysore, and a ninth of Hydera- 

bad or Kashmir, It is much smaller in area than some of the leading States 
of Rajputana and Central India ; whereas, in population it is eighth in or- 
der of the Indian States, In tevenue, which, according to the figures for 
1913-14 was Rs, 2,04,70,000, it is third, ranking next to Hyderabad and 
Mysore, Butin point of conspicuous success in administration, it con- 
tends with States like Mysore and Tiavancore for the premier place in 
India. This has been, in a very great measure, due to the immense persona. 
lity of the ruler of the State, whose wide experience and astonishing 
grasp of detail have familiarised him in a manner almost unique in 
the life-history of modein Indian sovereigns, with the art and exigencies 
of scientific government, Added to these great qualities is the true instinct 
of statesmanship which has always inspiied His Highness to throw 
open his service and particularly the exa ted office of Dewan to all the 
best talent in India. A 

The name by which the capita} town and the State are known 
amongst the people is Vadodra, which, is derived, according to one tratli- 
tion, from Vajodar “in the heart of the Banian Tree’. There is another 
tradilion whicly assigns to the capital dily a different name é¢,, Viravati or 
Virakshetra “teeming with warriors”. Though  gepgraphically Me. 
longing lo the Bombay Presidency, Baroda is in direct political relation 
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hip with the Government of India. Us four Prants ar administrative 
livisions are in four distinct blocks, three in Gujerat but separated fron 
yne another by British territory,—namely, Kadiin the north (4,015 equare 
iiles), Barada in the centre (1,887 square miles), and Nansati in the south 
1 ,952 square miles),—while the fonrth, Amel (1,245 square miles) Ties 
away in Kathiawar and is itself composed of scallered tracts of hind. 


The State has no uniformity of natural features, Clinsate and cainfall,, 
A great part of it consists of level country, including portions of the 
alluvial formed from the slopes of the Vindhyan system. Ulere and there 
this flatness is disturbed by hills such as the Achali and the Tachharas in 
Baroda Prant, Salher in Naosari, and the Gir Hills in the) Dhari Taluka of 
Amreli, The reserved forests do not exceed G80 squie miles, while there 
are considerable stretches of grass lands and scrub jungle, ‘Yhe four 
principal rivers—the Sabarmati, the Mahi, the Natbada and the Paptie 
pass in small parts of their courses through the Barada Stale, The Banas 
and the Saraswati drain the northern Talukas, The nther rivers are the 
Mindhola, the Purna, the Ambika and the Satranji, In point of scenery, 
while Kadi is the least picturesque i in effect, Naosari is the most variegated, 
with its alternation within a limited compass of cultivated land, hills, 
rivers, forests and the sea, The Baroda Prant has a park-like undulation 
of soil and scenery due to its extensive cullivation, the abounding (recs 
and the high hedges that relieve the monotony of level fields. ‘Chere are 
many lakes and artificial reservoirs like the Sarmishtha, Visnagar, 
Mawal and Ajwa, In rainfall, Naogari Ieads with an average 
of 52 inches, followed by Baroda (82), Kadi (28 inches), and 
Amreli (22 inches), The hottest months are usually May and June, and 
September and October are reckoned unhealthy, In Kadi, there isa 
comparatively long winter season. A Geological expert has shown in his 
report the mineral possibilities of the State. Granite is obtained for 
building purposes, Though iron ores are found, the industry is not 
profitable. Some traces of gold have been found. 

The grealer portion of the land is now under cultivation, and 
agriculture is the occupation of over 65 per cent of the population, 
Modern methods of cultivation arf being introduced through the educative 
agency of the Department of Agri¢ulture. The principal crops are cotton, 
rice, bajri, jowar, wheat, gram, p&ppy, tobacco, maize and sugarcane. 
Wild animals abound in the Gir forests and the jungle territory in 


Naosati. , 


The gross revenue, ashas been stated before, amounts ¢ 
of/which nearly six lacs come through the Residency, 
k athiawar and Gujerat Chiefs, The British cunreia, 
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while in the city the Babashahi pice is still current. Of the total popula- 
tion, the Hindus form over four-fifths; the Mahomedans are one-sixth of 
the total, The animists follow with 1,15,411, The professors of othef 
faiths worthy of mention are Jains (48,462), Parsis (7,955) and Christians 
(7,203), The Vaishnavas are the predominant sect amongst the Hindus ‘as 
the Sunnies are amongst the Mahomedans, The last census showed how 
the population was making up steadily for the terrible toll in human life 
‘which the famine of 1900 had entailed, Tne chief exports are opium, 
fobacco, brass and copper vessels, and silk fabrics ; and the principal 
imports include rice, grains, metals, salt, piece-goods, spices and 
kerosine oil, 

The early history of Barodaforms part of the history of Gujerat, which, 
from the eighth century onwards, successively passed through dysastic 
vicissitudes, from the Anhilvadas, Chalukyas and Waghelag at last into the 
ample fold of Moghul dominion, The history of the State and its ruling 
house dates trom the break-up of the Moghul empire, The first Maratha 
invasion of Gujerat happened in 1705, and in this and later incursions, 
Pilaji Rao Gaekwar, who may be considered as the founder of the pre- 
sent Ruling family, won great distinction from his Chief, Trimbakrao 
Dabhade. Songhad was the headquarters till 1766. Since 1728 Pilaji 
*. regularly levied tribute in Gujerat, His son, Damaji, finally captured 
Baroda in 1734, since then it has remained in the hands of the Gack« 
wats. In spite of Damaji’s conquests, Moghul authority lingered on till 
the fall of Ahmedabad in 1753, which date marks a political readjustment 
partitioning the conquered territories between the two Maratha powers, the 
Peishwa and the Gaekwar. The great disaster at Panipat, where Damaji 
was present, did not affect his adding to his conquests in Gujerat, He 
died in 1768, and there arose a dispute as to succession between his six 
sons; and the Peishwa was called in to interfere, The first two sons, Saya- 
ji Rao and Govindrao, successively ascended the throne, Fattehsing Rao, 
the ablest of the brothers, succeeded in 1778. But his career of promise 
was cut short in 1789 when Manaji Rao, the fourth brother, succeeded 
him. His political incapacity restorsd Govindrao again to power in 
1793, He ruled til] 1800, when he was succeeded by his son, Anandrao, 
A period of political instabilily ensued which was ended in 1802 by the 
help of the Bombay Government who restored the authority of Anandrao 
in Baroda by defeating bis illegitimatelbrother, Kanhoji, the pretender to 
the throne. By the treaty of 1605 betwegn the British Government and Baro- 
da, it was arranged inter alia thal the foreign policy of the State should be 
conducted by the British and that all differences with the Peishwa -should 
be similarly arranged, Baroda remained staunch to the British cayse, dur. 
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ing the last Maratha war, the troublejwith the Pindaris and the campaign 
against the Holkar, From 1820 to 1841, when Sayaji Rao I was Gackwar, 
differences arose, however, between the two Governments which were 
settled by Sir James Carnac, the Governor of Bombay, in 1841, Ganpatrao 
succeeded Sayaji Rao in 1847, During his rule, the political supervision 
of Baroda was transferred to ihe Supreme Government, His successor, 
Khande Rao, who became Maharajah in 1856, introduced many reforms, 
During the Mutiny, he stood firm in his loyally. In 1870 he was succec-” 
ded by his brother Malhar Rao. Five years of misgovernment followed, 
and at last in 1875 Malhar Rao was deposed for “notorious misconduct ” 
and “gross misgovernment”, although the charge of poisoning the 
Resident that was preferred against him remained unproven, ‘The present 
ruler, then a young boy of twelve, was selected from among a group of 
competitors by the widow of Khande Rao, for the throne of Baroda, His 
family was descended frum Pilaji Rao, through his youngest gon, 
Pratap Rao, He was born on the 17th March 1868, and he succeeded 
Malhar Rao on the 27th July 1875 under the name of Sayaji Rao IL, 
Rajah Sir T. Madhava Row, then at the height of his fame, as the ripest 
of South Indian administrators, was invited to bethe head of the new 
administration, Mr. F, A, H. Elliot, C. 1. E., a distinguished civilian, 
was chosen as tutor to the young Maharajah, His Highness was invested 
with full ruling powers in 1881, Into this short interval of six years were 
crowded all the details of the knowledge that was deemed necessary to 
fit the youtliful sovereign for his future duties, And they were slrenuous 
_ years of arduous and unremitting toil, 
In 1880 the Gaekwar married a princess of the Royal house of Tanjore. 
By this wife he had daughters who died in infancy and Yuvaraj Fattehsinh 
whose promising career was early cut short by death in 1908, The Yuvaraj 
has left behind him, however, his widow and a son and two daughters whose 
education is the special care of their grandfather. After the death of his 
first wife, His Highness married again, and this time he sought his bride 
from the ancient house of Dewas, By her he has three sons and a daugh+ 
ter, The princes had a.careful education, The eldest, Prince Jaisinh Rao, 
returned to the State with a Harvard degree. The second, Prince Shiva« 
jirao, had an Oxford education; while the youngest, Dhairyashil Rao, was 
fora time at school in Eastbourne, The Princess, Indiraraja, is a lady 
of greal charm of manner and remahkable intelligence, In this she tales 
after her mother, Her Highuess Chirynabai Saheba, C, 1, who is endowed 
with great force of character and rarq distinction of mind Brought up 
before her marriage in an atmospheré of seclusion and ignorance, she 
oaige to-Baroda.fully resolved to equip herself in.the best manner possible 
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for the great position that she was called upon to fill by the side of her 
distinguished consort, She has earnestly educated herself, and in this regard 
she has been ably seconded by her husband whose quest after knowledg? 
has been equally keen and ardent. With him, too, she has been a great 
traveller, not only in India but also all over the world, eagerly absorbing 
new scenes and alien civilisations. But not only has she been a sharer with 
her husband in all this enlarging experience, but she has always borne 
along with him, like a real helpmeet, the stress and burden of govern. 
ment. Shehas always been keenly interested in the welfare of her 
people, and female education has been her especial regard, Her interest 
in the administration has been always beneficent, on the side of cleanly 
government and sincere progress, In collaboration with a noted Indian 
writer she has brought out an interesting book on the position of women 
in Inclia, 

On the 28th December 1881, His Highness was formally invested 
with full powers by Sir James Ferguson, Governor of Bombay, on behalf 
of Lord Ripon, Viceroy. He immediately threw himself vigorously into 
every detail of the administration. ‘The slory of the thirty-three years of 
his life that followed is the story of the marvellous progress of Baroda 
‘from the dismal backwardness of 1875 to the model State that it is to-day. 
His Highness has been a great traveller, His first trip in 1887 
was undertaken for reasons of health, Ee was accompanied by Her 
Highness and, while in England, he received from the Queen signal 
marks of honour, He was then made a G.C, S. L Thirteen years 
later His Highness travelled through Europe and America, This time also 
he was graciously treated by Queen Vicloria al Windsor. A third time in 
1905-08, he was in England, and there he came first into that prominence 
which has always since been his, as a speaker, In 1910 Their Highnesses 
acconipanied by their daughter, again made an extended lour through the 


Continent, America and Japan, In the last named country, the welcome’ 


accorded to the distinguished Indian Prince was remarkable for ils warmth 
and cordiality, From the Mikado, downwards, every body treated him 
with the highest consideration. In America the party toured for a month 
and was everywhere welcomed, 

In May 1911, His Highness proceeded to Mingland to be present at 
the Coronation of the new Emperor, returning in November in time for 
the Delhi Durbar, In the middle of L913, Their Highnesses again went to 
Europe, On the 25th August of the same year, Princess ladira married in 
London, decording to Brahmo rites, Prince Jitendra, now Maharajah of 
Cooch Behar, ‘The remarkable feature of all these trips has been the cager 
desire of His Highness to. study, new. methods’ in administr\ion, 
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Wherever he went he closely studied tue industrial and educational systems 
and returned to his State with his mind full of these new ideas, 

“The wisdom and efficiency of the administration of Baroda are best 
seein its educational progress. Itis not easy to break through the fetlers 
of immemorial custom and convince a people who are slaves to it, of the 
benefits of education. The first necessity of a modern Slate is an intelli- 
gent democracy ; and that His Highness is keenly alive to this fact is 
‘shown from what he has said in one of his speeches. 

In thesé days wher more and more value is attached to public opinion 
and a fuller and fuller measure of free and responsible activily is conceded to 
the people, universal education is needed to equip them for their new destinies 
and responsibilities. It is dangerous to have in these days of democracy an 
ignorant and, therefore, a suffering populace; for such a populace is liable 
to be moved by the first wind of anarchy and dogmatism, In these advanced 
times, it isidle to argue that education is the concern of the individual and 
not of the Stale. It is becoming an axiom that its supervision ig in the main 
the duty, and the most important duty of the State and cannot be either 
economically or efficiently discharged by scattered unorganised cifort, 

The Education Department has been carefully developed and orga. 
nised; and in the working of the compulsory education law, His Highness 
has sought to associate the people with the educational authorities, He 
has directed that the patel and the Village Panchayet should be primarily 
responsible for the attendance of school children, The compulsory system 
was first introduced tentatively in one of the Talukaa as early as 1898, 
and it was not till 1905 that the principle was esiended to the rest 
of the State, At first the compulsion was effected with graduated 
degrees of stringency, and safeguards were provided against any cases of 
real hardship. ‘The nine years of general compulsion have justified the 
wisdom of the measure, and in point of numbers, it can be said that the 
system has abundantly succeeded, In 1913-14, neatly 2,830,000 or about 
_ the enlire school-going strength was receiving sume sort of instruction, 

These figures are exceedingly gratifying compared to the state of things in 
Bengal, which is the most advanced of the Indian provinces in poml of 
education, where only 40'9 per cent of the male schoul-going population 
is under instruction, The expenditure on education is also an eloquent 
testimony tothe eagerness of the Baroda Government to fling open the 
doors of knowledge to the people. The total expendituie during 1013-14 
was over 17 lacs or one-(welfth of the jotal revenue, For higher education 
there isthe Baroda College, a fist-grade institution with 550 students 
(including 6 girls) and a latge staff of highly qualified Indian and Muro. 
pean Professois, Its annual upkeep costs nearly a Jac of rupees j and ils 
Scierte Laboratories are fully equipped, Nearly 200 of its students are in 
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residence with a resident Professor in charge. 11 High Schools for boys, 
1 High School for girls, and 33 Anglo-Vernacular Institutions provide se- 
condary education for over 9,000 students ‘The total cost of English aux 
cation (College and Secondary) comes to over Rs. 2,50,000 annually. Ele- 
mentary cducation is free and compulsory and given in over 3,000 schools, 
where 2,22,000 children, including 82,000 girls, receive instruction. 
Three Training Colleges {including one for women) send out trained instruc. 
tors annually to the State schools, Special Zenana classes give instruction 
to grown up women, Girls’ Schools give lessons in domestic economy 
and needle work in addition to the ordinary curriculum, Compared to the 
figures for 1905 (45,000), the number of girls at school has nearly doubled. 
It is a siriking testimony to the vigour and faith with which the compul- 
sory system is worked in the Baroda State, 


Nor is the education of the depressed classes and forest tribes neglect- 
ed, Over 16,000 children, out of a total Antyaja population of 1,74,000, or 
over 9 per cent, are at school, When one considers the usual squalor of 
their lives, the educative value of the new forces at work can be better 
imagined than described. Scholarships are given to the children of these 
classes, and books and other school requisites are provided free. Four 
Model schools for forest children {each up to the highest vernacular 
standards, There are, besides,'schools for the children of hereditary patels, 
orphanages, reformatories, Sanskrit schools, Music schools which are very 
popular, night schools, special Urdu schools, Military schools for sons 
of sepoys, and lastly technical schools of which the Kala Bhavan is deser- 
vedly noted all over India, for the excellence of the practical (raining that 
is given there, The Kala Bhavan is attended by 325 students, of whom 
some come from distant par(s of India : and its courses are comprehen- 
sive from Dyeing and Chemical Technology lo Architecture and the fine 
arts. It also includes a faculty for the theory and practice of commerce. 
The Stale Workshop turns out very good work, The lot of teachers has 
been recently improved, and trained teachers begin with a minimum of 
Rs. 10, To co-ordinate the work of popular education, there is a net-work 
of 422 libraries spread over all the State and receiving annual grants of 
Rs, 77,000. This is a feature which we do not find in other parts of India, 
Its uniqueness strikes the visitor at once and stamps the Maharajah as a 
man of originality, There isa splendid Museum with a Picture Gallery 
attached, which attracts a daily average of over 900 visitors, Many promis- 
ing students have been seni abroad: during 1913-14, there were 
as many as fourteen students studying abroad with State help, 

Among the other constructive activities of the Gaekwar are _ his efforts 
in the improvement of industries, Agriculture, in particular, reeeives, his 
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close attention, The Department is under a sepatate Director, trained in 
Cambridge and Circencester. New crops are introduced wherever possible, 
and-improved methods of cultivation are popularised, Agricultural As- 
sociations have been started, Journals and leaflets are circulated broad- 
cast among the people. Agricultural Exhibitions are frequently held, 
Model Farms, Seed depots, and Veterinary Hospitals have beon 
established at suitable centres. Investigations about diseases on 
plants and crops have been made and Sericulture introduced, To 
promote industrial concerns systematically, a Department of Commerce 
was recently instituted. The Cotton Mills, the Dyeing Factories, the 
Sugar Factory, the Leather Factory are all fairly thriving under private 
enterprise, Chambers of Commerce have been recently established in 
Baroda and Naosari, The total number of Co-operative Societies is 
189 with a membership of 5,465 and a working capital of nearly four lacs 
of rupees, Out of the five Agricultural Banks all except the Harij Bank 
are working successfully, 

In all this work of industrial development, His Highness has been an 
ardent enthusiast. In the opening speech at the Industrial Exhibition at 
Ahmedabad in December 1902 he said;— 

Famine, incieasing poverty, widespread disease, all these bring home to 
us the fact that there is some radical weakness in our system and thal some~ 
thing must be done to remedy it, But there is another aspect of the matter, 
and that is, that this economic problem is our last ordealasa people, It 
is our last chatice, 

Fail there and what can the future bring us ? We can only grow poorer 
and weaker, more dependent on foreign help; we must watch our industrial 
freedom fall into'extinction, and drag out a miserable existence as the heweis 
of wood and drawers of water to any foreign power which happens to be our 
master. 

* — Solve that problem and you have a great future before you, the {uture af 
a great people, worthy of your ancestors and of your old position among the 
nations. 

We must resolutely see what we need, and if we find a plain and satisfac- 
tory solution, let us adopt it whether we have authority for it or not. Tuin to 
the past and see what made India greal,and i€ you find anything in our 
present customs which does not square with what we find there, make up 
your minds to get rid of it boldly without thinking that it will ruin you to 
do so. Study the past tillyou know what knowledge you can get from it 
which you can use in the present, and add to it what the West can teach us 
especially in the application of Science to the needs of life, 


In the matter of social reform too, His Highness has been a zealous 
worker, -One of the most remarkable achievements was the codification 
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under his egis by a committee of learned jurists of the entire system of 
Hindu law as at present in force, The Infant Marriage Prevention Act 
was passed in 1902 and has acled asa very effective check on pe 
of early marriage, In his eloquent speech before the National Social 
“Conference held in Bombay in 1904, he gave utterance to his ideals:— 

It matters notbing where the tiuth comes from. If itserves a national 

purpose or helps national ends, then il is national, whether the form in which 
* we find it is modein or Vedic, Kuropean or purely Indian; and we must be 
“eager to find this knowledge and apply it whether it has the sanction of the 
older ideals or not, We have to Jook forwaid to the future of India, we are 
not going to revive the past, 

The evils of caste cover the whole range of social life. 
It hampers the life of the individual with a vast number of petty 
rules and observances which have no meaning, In the wider spheres 
of life, in Municipal or local affairs, it destroys all hope of local patriotism and 
of working for the common good by thrusting forward the interesis of the 
caste as opposed to those of the community and by making combined efforts 
for the common good exceedingly difficult. But its most serious offence is 
its effect on national life and national unity, It intensifies local dissensions 
and diverse interests, and obscures great national ideals and interests 
which should be those of every caste and renders the country disunited and 
incapable of remedying its defects or of availing itself of the advantages which 
it should gain from contact with the civilisation of the West. 

The general administration of the State is in the hands of the Dewan, 
who and three other Ministers form the Council, which disposes of much 
of the important work of the Stale, There is a Legislative Council of twenty- 
five members in which there is a non-official majority. Ten of these mem- 
bers are elected by the Municipality and local boards of electorates which 
correspond to the Vibhag changes of the State. Five are nominated non- 
officials, of whom one or iwo is usually a Sardar, There are three 
ex-officio members besides six other officials, and finally the Dewan ” 
as the President, Modified powers of interpellftion have now been given 
to the members, The Judicial Department is controlled by a High Court 
of three judges. Thee are besides 351 other Courts dispensing justice, 
including Village Munsiffs and empowered Panchayets, There isa wide 
extension of local justice as represented by the conciliators who number 
over 2C0 and who are designed to act asa check on litigation. The judicial 
and executive functions have been entirely separated in Baroda. There is 
a Huzur Nyaya Cutcherry (Privy Council) which advises the Maharajah 
on appeals¢from the High Court. 

The regular forces of the State consist of 160 artillery, 1,582 Cavalry, 
8,177 Infantry and a Band of 170 men, The irregulars number 2,000 horse 

gb 
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and 1,800 foot. The total Military expenditure comes to about Rs, 17,00,000 
inayear. The forces are commanded by a retired English Colonel and 
artkept in a high state of efficiency. 

“There isa Police Force of 1,016 Officers and 3,922 men, and of these 199 
are mounted. Thereis a Police Commissioner. The Jails are well managed, 
and special attention is paidto the treatment of juvenile convicts, who 
are generally taught some usefu) industries such as weaving, sewing, 
and rattan work, The Thana system of sending sclect convicts to work at 
the Model Farm as practically free men has hada salutary effect, The 
Public Works Budget on Irrigation, Roadsand Buildings averages belween 
30 and 40 lacs annually, The recurring repairs alone cost between four and 
five lacs every year, There is, besides, an important Railway Department 
under an Engineer-in-Chief. The policy of the State, ever since the new 
reign, has been always consistently progressive in Railway devclopment, 
There are over 400 miles of Railways owned by the Statc, and 200 miles 
more are projected or under construction. The annual Railway budget 
averages between 14 and 20 lacs a year, 

Local Self-Government is one of the most important protective machi- 
nery that a civilised Government affords to its people. In this respect 
Baroda State has madea notable advance compared to the rest of Tndia, 
There are 10 Self-Governing and 28 State-managed Municipalities, The 
elective privilege has been very largely extended; a very equitable cistri- 
bution of fuads is made for rural public works aid sanitation, There 
are 88 Local Boards for the administration of these local funds, An ine 
teresling advance in the powers of these bodies is the privilege of interpell- 
ation recently accorded to them, In addition to all this superstructure, there 
isan elaborate basis in the village communes, which numbered 2,141 in 
1913-14, Almost every village is now provided with this organisation for 
autonomous development. A complete system of village service from the 
headman, the talati, the schoolmaster downwards to the humble Bhangi 
has been developed, The old village sysiem which had hitherto been 
disintegrated by the delocalising tgndencies of the English industrial 
Civilisation, is now being restored; and with it, there isa resurgence of a 
healthy invigorating interest in land. 


Medical aid is also provided in 60 Hospitals including a Leper Asylum, 
a Lunatic Asylum, and a Chemical Laboratory, The Main Hospital in 
Bareda is a well equipped and efficient institution, Students are educated 
in Ambulance, Nursing and Home Hygiene classes. The total medical 
expenditure exceeds Rs, 200,000 per year. 


The full titles of the Gackwar are Wis Highness, Carzand-i-Kbase+ 
to 
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Daulat-i-Inglishia, Maharajah Sayaji Rao Gaekwar, Sena Khas Khel Samsher 
Bahadur, G,C.S.1, He is entitled to a salute of twenty-one guns, 

Baroda with ils interesling institutions and its progressive governmpht 
has always attracted visitors. Successive Viceroys like Lords Dalen, gi 
and Minto came to Baroda. The last named was in the Gaekwar’s capital 
in 1909, when he was entertained on a lavish scale. At the State banquet, 
His Highness observed:— 

My Lord, it has always appeared to me that any true progress among 
the people must embrace their social and moral advancement as well as their 
material well-being, I think the tiue function of Government is not to stand 
entirely aloof in these matters, butto help forward their subjects in their 
endeavours to keep pace with modern times and modern ideas,,,.,.In these 
and in all other matters of internal administration every Native State, in pro- 
portion as it enjoys liberty of action, grows in efficiency in securing the 
welfare of its subjects ,and, therefore, promoting general progtess, Any 
curtailment of freedom in internal affairs lessens our sense of responsibility 
and weakens our power for effecting improvement, 

Loyalty has always been considered in the Rast as one of the first virtues 
ina people ; but loyalty, when merely sentimental, is of small value. It 
should be real, genuine and active. To secure such loyalty there should be 
a community of interests between the subjects and the ruling powers, The 
former should have a proper share in the administration of the country and 
should feel that the Government is their own, 

In his reply, Lord Minto paid a remarkable compliment;— 

Ihave listened with deep interest to the eloquent; words in which you 
have assured me of the fiiendly relations of your State wilh the British Gov- 
ernment and have asserted the unshaken loyalty of your house to the throne, 
I know that Your Highness fully recognises the great extent to which the 
future peace and prosperity of the Indian Empire must depend upon a true 
appreciation of the unity of interests of its component parts and their mutual 
co-operation for the common good. 

Tam well aware of the labour Your Highness has devoted to the study 
of educational and social questions in your State. In other matters too you 
have done much for administrative effigiency, The creation of your Legislative 
Council and your bold attempt to separate the exercise of judicial and execu- 
tive functions has, I can assure Your Highness, elicited the warm interest of 
the Government of India, and I must, at the same time, wish you every suc- 
cess in the results of the abolition by your Durbar of all internal customs 
duties, 

Tecan assure Your Highness it has been a great gratification lo me to 
venew ourtacquaintance in the capital of this important principalily, whose 
friendly selations with the British Government have existed for over a 
century, and to recognise on all sides the many evicenchs of .your admini- 


26 ‘THE RULING ctilkfs, NOBLES AND ZAMINDARS OF INDIA 


strative energy and capacity, and Lady Minto and Iwill carry away with us 
many recollections, not only of the magnificence of your hospitality but of 
as cordiality of the welcome extended to us by Your [Highness and the 
Matiagani. 

The reader of these pages will now feel convinced that the life 
which he has been reading is not only that of a good ruler but of a great 
Indian of his time. His Highness Sayaji Rao is one of the few men of 
his class that have stepped out of the bounds of their environments into 
conspicuous positions of great national leadership. Lven if the romance 
of his life, of how an illiterate humble youth from a dismal village in the 
backwoods of Nasik gradually carved his way onward to the very 
forefront of his time and country—even if all that story become blurred with 
the passage of years in the memory of men, still the work of Sayaji Rao II 
will stand forth as a far-shining landmark of a representative and signi. 
ficant achievement: representative of that union of Western efficiency with 
Eastern idealism on which is based ihe hope of a nobler Indian nation. 
hood ; and significant of that great uprising of the waters which will enable 
this country to take her Jost place again in the comity of nations. 
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HIS HiGHNESS THE MAHARAJAH 
SIR KRISHNARAJA WADIYAR BAHADUR, GC, SL, 
MAHARAJAH OF MYSORE 


RestinG on the shoulders of the Eastern and Weslern Ghauts that 
meet near the Nilgiris and forming the south-western portion of what is 
known as the Deccan plateau which has an elevation of two to 
three thousand feet is the flourishing State of Mysore, second in 
extent and revenue only to the Dontinions of the Nizam, but more powerful 
and influential than the other Protected States of India, The fertile and 
extensive table-land over which His Highness the Maharajah Sir Krisha- 
raja Wadiyar Bahadur, G, C, S, L, rules, covers an area of 29,445 square 
miles, and has a population of 5,806,193, The Province yields an annual 
revenue of Rs. 2,72,92,000, of which the sum of thirty-five lakhs is paid to 
the British Government as subsidy. It has assimilated to a remarkable 
extent all the advanced methods of state-craft known to the modern 
civilized world, and has made rapid strides in its progreess during 
the Jast thirty years, Jt proves beyond doubt how much contentment 
and happiness can prevail among the people of an Indian Principality 
under an improved and sympathetic system of native administration. | 
It was alsa, for a long time, under Brilish management, having been 
for half a century (1831-1881) administered by a purely British 
Agency. lt is unique in one respect, that it is a blend of the 
influences of the West and the East, While it has adopted most of 
the ideals of the West in the matter of social and political advancement 
its innate conservatism, assisted by the rational patriotism of the 
ruling houge and its chief advisers, has preserved for it all that is best in 
the ancient institutions and practices of orthodox India. Thus in the 
social and court life of Mysore there meet all the preservative and pro- 
gressive fortes thal are at work in this country due to western education 
and example, r 

The Province may be roughly divided into two byoad sections; the 


28 rHE RULING CHIEFS, NOBLES AND ZAMINDARS OF INDIA 


Malnad and the Maidan—the hill tracts and (he plains. The former fie 

about the Western Ghauts and enjoy the benefits of the monsoons ; the 
later form the comparalively low tract of land aear the Madras frontier, 

TheBkate ig in the form of an irregular quadrilateral, roughly measuring 
three hundred miles east to west, and two hundred and lwenly-five 

noith to south, The climate is healthy and salubrious, and the 

average rainfall for the whole Province is forty inches, the highest 

being more than 350 inches at the top of the Agumbe Ghaut, ‘The soil* 
is generally fertile, and it is particulary rich in the valleys owing to the’ 
very fine deposits of decomposed rocks constantly added thereto, forming 

an excellent loamy mixture, With the grand irrigation projects thal are 

now faken on hand, a laiger portion of the Siate will soon be converted 

into blooming gardens rich in cocoanul, arecanul, jack, and 

other plantations, while its climatic excellence will aid yreatly towards the 

introduction of many varieties of fruit trees and plants from temperate 

regions, As staple prodace we may mention rice, ragi, grain, wheat, 

oilseeds, Cotton and {obacco. The hills afford excellent tracts for coffee 

cultivation, and there is a large planting community, both Huropean and 
Indian, in the Province, 

The country is noted for its beautiful natural scenery, The Nilgiris 
and the Eastern and the Western Ghauts fringe the southern, eastern 
and western borders of the State respectively, Continuous wilh these and in 
places lying parallel to them run broken chains of hills, presentingia most 
picturesque appearance, and providing for the formation of rich and green 
valleys of luxuriant vegelation. The chief peaks are Mullaingwi, Sakuoagari, 
Devarayadrug, Nandirug and Ramanagar. One peculiar feature of 
the territories is the existence of isolated massy rocks rearing their 
heads often from four to five thousand feet above the sea-level, (heir sum. 
mits being crowned with the remains of fortifications from whose invul« 
nerable heights the warriors of old had met their foes and defied their 
brave and patient attempts at reducing them, Large rivers lake their 
rise within the borders of Mysore, as the Cauvery, the ‘Tungabhadra, 
the Palar, the northern and southern Pennars, ‘There are also minor 
streams forming tributaries to these, nainely, the Hemavati, the Lolabavas 
ni, the Shimsha, the Arkavali, the Kebbani, the Honnuhole, and the 
Vedavili : of these, the Tungabhadra and the Vedavati are farmed by the 
confluence of the Tunga and Bhadra, Veda and Avati, respectively. ‘The 
Sharavati, giving rise to the famous Gersoppa Falls of nearly 860 feel in 
height, discharges itself into the Arabian Sea, ‘Though mighty rivers 
flow through the State, they are not navigable as their beds are covered 
with rocks, 
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Many are the places of great interest to the tourist who loves gor- 
geousness of scenery, who cares for hoary _ historical or antiquarian 
associations, or who is fond of the chase, The dense forests in the Malnad 
tracts provide game to satisfy the wildest dreams of the most enthusiastic 
sportsman, The Khedda operations of Mysore are of repute all over the 
world. There is hardly any visitor from the King-Emperor down to the 
globe-trotter of wealth and influence who has not enjoyed the exciting 

“spectacle of catching and training elephants practised on a grand scale in 
"Mysore, ‘The splendid Gersoppa Falls on the Canara frontier of the Pro- 
vince is a glorious sight worth all the trouble and cost which a journey to 
ihe place involves, The electric installations of the Sivasamudram Falls 
are considered to bea grand monument of the engineering skill of those 
who undertook the work and also of the administrative insight of the states- 
men who designed them with a view to employ all the natural resources of 
the Siate for improving the mora! and material conditions of the people on 
the Jatest methods known to science, 

It cannot be said that the whole Province of what is called modern 
Mysore has always remained intact as one political unit. The regions 
had necessarily been shared at different times by various rulers, ‘There 
are areas within the tract connecting it with the events of the Mahabharata 
and the Ramayana, Later on, il came under the sway of the Buddhistic 
rulers of the Maurian dynasty, and subsequently under the Jains, Many 
monuments and relics go’ to establish this fact. About the beginning of 
the Christian era, the conntry seems to have been ruled by the Gangas, 
A struggle then cnsued between the Chera kings and the Gangas, which 
continued for several centuries, The Pallavas dnd the Chalukyas then 
fought for supremacy, and both were eventually reduced by the Rashtra- 
kutas. In the tent century, the Cholas, who were very poweiful in the 
{Kongu country (modern Coimbatore), came to prominence, and there , 
was a prolonged contest between them and the Chalukyas for its posses- 
sion, hen sprang up the first independent dynasty of Mysore, known as 
the Hoysalas or the Bellalas; and one Vishnuvardhana of this house ruled 
as a Vicergy of the Chalukya kings, over an extensive area roughly corres- 
ponding to the present State of Mysore, With the decline of the Chalukyas 
and the rise of the Yadavas and ihe Kakatiyas, the power of the Hoysalas 
increased, and they, in conjunction with the Cholas, reached the height 
of their prosperity in later times, Then began the violent invasions of 
Malik Kalur and Mahomed Bip Toglakh, These upset everything in 
South India and gave rise to the great kingdom ot Vijianagar, whose ruins 
about Hampi still excite the admiration of the tourists, 

The Provinee of Mysore came under the kings of Vijianagar and was 
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ruled in three separate divisions by three Viceroys, who were constantly 
quarrelling with and intriguing against one another. After the battle af 
Yalikota, which annihilated the kingdom, the Slate was again thrown into 
confusipn, and it was then that Raja Wadiyar, an ancestor of the present 
ruling house, and a chieftain of rematlable abilities, became conspicuous 
under the Viceioy of Seringapatam. He claimed descent from the Yadavas 
of Gujarat, who had sellled down in these parts some lwo centuries earlier, 
The family seemed to have owned a small patch of territory about Mysore,* 
It was Raja Wadiyar that later on enlarged hig principality into alittle king. 
dom by occupying the Viceroyalty of Seringapatam, ‘lo make his posi- 
tion secure, he got his Raj ratifed by an imperial grant in 1612 A.D, 
This was how the State of Mysore, as modern history knows it, came to 
be established at the beginning of the seventeenth century. [tl then con- 
tinued in this dynasty with varying fortunes right through the seventeenth 
and the earlier part of the eighteenth centuries, until the time of Dodda 
Krishnaraja Wadiyar, The Dalavoy line was very influential at the time, 
and when Krishnaraja Wadiyar died without issue, there arose disputes 
about the succession, in which the Dalavoys took a prominent part fora 
long time, One of the unhappy monarchs, Krishnaraja If, unable to put 
up With their interference, had to call in the aid of Haidar Ali, a General, 
who had just returned after a distinguished military career near ‘Trichino« 
poly in the wars between the rival Carnatic Nawahs, Waidar thus found 
himself all-powerful in the State. He rose to be the virtual ruler; and 
when Krishnaraj IZ passed away, he nominally kept up the nalive soverei- 
goty by installing a young Hindy prince, His son, Tippu, subsequently 
became the acknowledged Chief of Mysore, Thus the dynasty of Raja 
Wadiyar, after a continued run of power for nearly three centuries, was 
smothered tor a time, only !o be revived very soon under British 
. protection, 

It is unnecessary for our purpose to describe here the wars for sup: 
remacy between the English on the one hand, and Haidar Ali and Tippu 
Sultan, the Mahrattas and the Nizam on the other, in the latter half 
of the eighteenth century. It is enough to notice that they culminated in 
the famous siege of Seringapatam in 1799, in which Tippu wag slain and 
the whole kingdom fell absolutely into the hands of the British, The family 
of Tippu was subdued and expelled from the country, and the ancient 
Hindu line of kings was once more restored {o the great delight of the 
people of Mysore, when Krishnaraja Wadiyar Il was madeiuler, We 
thus pass on fo the period of modern Mysore, under the dirett protection 
of the English, [tis worthy of mention here that among those thal took a 
large Shale in bringing about this settlement was the renowned 
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soldier-statesmman “great in council, great in war,’ the Duke of Wellington, 
then Colonel Arthur Wellesicy, who was deputed for the work by his 
brother, the Marquis of Wellesley, the Governor-General of the time, 

When the Prince was a minor, the State was ruled by Purnayya, the 
" Dewan-Regent. Mahaiajah Keishnaraja Wadiyar IL assumed charge of it 
while very young in 1812 and continued to administer it till 1831 when, the 
state of affairs having in their opinion reached a stage that called for 

‘interference, the British Government actuated by the best intentions 

“assumed charge of the administration for a period of fifty years delegating 
all the powers necessary for the conduct of it to the Commissioners 
appointed by them. The half a century of British occupation may be 
roughly divided into three seclions:— 

1, The non-regulation system from 1831 to 1855. 

2. The transition period from 1856 to 1862. 

8 The regulation system fiom 1863 to 1881, when the territories 
were made overtoihe lale Maharajah, His Highness Chamarajendra 
Wadiyar Bahadur. 

During the earlier part of the first period, the Province had the bene- 
fit of the able administration of Sir Mark Cubbon, whose memory is still 
held in affectionate respect allover the State, The work of organizing 
the government almost anew fell to his lol, ln 1855 Lord Dalhousie went 
to Mysore, and after looking into the matters himself, Tis Lordship 
sanctioned theappointment of a Judicial Commissioner and advised the 
introduction of many other salutary reforms, such as the formation of a 
Public Works Department, and a Department of Education, There was 
a re-distribution oftdistricts, and many administrative and judicial arrange- 
ments were made. The financial condition of the Principality was 
placed on a solvent basis, A setiled method of administration on modern 
lines may be said to have begun in Mysore in the early sixties of the last 
century, when a systematic Government was evolved; laws and regulations ¥ 
were framed ; different departmenis were formed ; and the whole Province 
was brought into working order. When Sir Mark Cubhon made over the 
management to his successor, the State was, so far as official organization 
went, as orderly as a machine. 

In 1865 Maharajah Krishnaraja Wadiyar adopted Chamaiajendra 
Wa diyar, and many were the difficulties thal had to be overcome before 
the adoption was recognized by the Supreme Government in the following 
year. Subsequent to it all things went on smoothly, and after Krishnaraja 
Wadiyar ditd on the 27th March 1868, the adopted son was proclaimed 
Ruler at the the time of the annual Dusserah festivities, while the admini- 
stration was carried on by the Commissioner in {he name of (he young 
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Maharajah, The State suffered acutely from the effects of the great {amine 
of 1876-78, and relief measures on a gigantic scale were undertaken, when 
the whole surplus in the treasury was used up, anda debt of nearly eighty 
lakhs had to be incurred. 

The education of the Prince was in the hands of such able tutors as 
Colone! Haynes, Colonel Malleson, and Mr. Porter in succession, 
Chamarajendia Wadiyai Bahadur wedded in 1878 a lacy of the Kallale 
family related to Krishnaraja Wadiyar I], The marriage was a happy one,” 
and the union was blessed with a large family of children, of whom two 
sons, Their Highnesses the present Maharajah and the Yuvarajah, and two 
daughters are the survivors. 

The 25th March 1881 is a ved-letter day in the annals of Mysore ; 
for it was then that the Government of Queen Victoria, with a large. 
hearted generosity, was pleased to restore the State af Mysore to the 
ancient line of Hindu Kings, His Highness the Maharajah Chamara- 
jendra Wadiyar Bahadur was duly installed onthe musiad by the Right 
Honourable Mr, W. P, Adam, Governor of Madras. Sir James Gordon 
was appointed Resident, and the management of the Province was entrusted 
to Dewan Rangacharlu, C.J, E,, with a Council to assist him. The 
chief event of his administration was the inauguration of the Repre« 
sentative Assembly of Mysore, the first session of which was held on the 
7th October 1881, The scope of that institution was defined by the 
Dewan in his opening speech in the following wordsi— 

Ris Highness’s Goverument will be glad to receive any observations and 
Suggestions which you may wish to make in the public intereshand (need not 
assure you that they will meet with every consideration, Ihave only to 
express my hope that appreciating the spirit in which these arrangements 
have been initiated, your observations may be directed to matters of real 
public interest, 

Mr. Rangacharlu held the office for two years, and he died 
early in 1883. He was succeeded by Sir K, Seshadri Iyer, the maker of 
modern Mysore, who continued to guide ils destinies till his death in 1901, 
During these eighteen years, the cohutry was benefited to no small extent 
by his statesmanship and devotion to duty, Maharajah Chamarajendra 
Wadiyar, who had a prosperous rule of thirteen years, and who bad won 
the affection and regard of his numerous subjects, suddenly passed away 
in 1894 from an altack of diphtheria, when His Highness was at Caleulla 
ona visit to His Excellency the Viceroy, His young son, Krishnaraja 
Wadiyar, the present Maharajah, then ascended the throne, He was born 
on the 20th June 1884, and was, therefore, at the lime of his accession, 
hardly ten years old. When the Prince was a minor, the Slate was ruled 
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by Her Highness the Maharani as Regent, with Sir K. Seshadri Iyer as 
Dewan. The administrative achievements of the late Maharajah were 
thus admirably summed up by the Dewan in a speech made by him before 
the Mysore Representative Assembly :— 


His High: ess's reign was attended with aremarkable measure of financial 
success, It began with liabilities exceeding the assets by 804 lakhs and with 
an annual income less than the annual expenditure by 1} lakh, During the 
first three years the revenues from all sources were generally stationary, and 
in the fourth year there was a considerable decline due to the drought of that 
year, but dming the next ten years, the improvement year alter year was 
large and continuous, Comparing 1880-81 with 1894.95 the annual revenue 
rose from 108 to 1804 lakhs or by 76:24 per cent, and after spending on a 
Jarge and liberal scale on all works and purposes of public utility, the net 
assets amounted to over 176 lakhs, in lieu of the net liability of 80% lakhs 
with which His Highnese’s reign began. 


It was during His late Highness’s time that almost all the progressive 
measures that have made Mysore a model Indian State were inaugurated. 
The Maharajah’s administration was luckily charactelized by great finan- 
Qial success, Gold Mining, as an important branch of industry, took a 
firm root in the Province, Communications were improved; and new lines 
of railway covering nearly 815 miles were laid. The Municipal Depart- 
ment was organized ; education was paid special allention to ; and large 
irrigation projects were undertaken, On the whole, His Highness was 
able to leave a noble heritage {o his son and successor, Sri Krishnaraja 
Waciyar, who had but to follow the excellent example set by his 


father, 


The education of the young Maharajah was at first inthe hands of 
Mr, Whileley, and Mr, Raghavendra Rao in succession. After his father’s 
demise, Mr, 8, M, Fraser became tutor and guardian, Under the capable | 
and experienced guidance of this gentleman, ihe Prince hada very good 
training, During his minority, the State enjoyed a continuily of policy in 
administration ; for Sir K. Seshadri ler was at the helm of the Province 
allthe time. An organized and settled government gave the Dewan full 
scope for having recourse {o advanced methods of statecraft, and his 
genius readily embraced the opportunity, The working of the Sivasamudram 
Electric Installations has given nearly ten lakhs of net annual income to 
the Principality, besides opening up large resources of industry and adding 
to the comfort and convenience of the people, When Sir K. Seshadri lyer 
passed away in 1901, he left the country in a most flourishing state. Her 
Highness the Maharani-Regent also exerted a very salutary influence on 
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the administration, As a mark of recognition of her eminent services, a 
personal salute of nineteen guns wasaccorded io ber by the Government 
of India. In June 1900, the marriage of His Highness with Shri Pratap 
Kumari Bai, a Princess of Kathiawar, was solemnised amidst great rejoic- 
ings in the capital, His Excellency Lord Ampthill, the Governor of 
Madras, and a number of distinguished visitors and Ruling Chiefs attended 
the celebration as guests, 

The Maharajah assumed direct control of the State in 1902, when 
His Excellency Lord Curzon said: “The young Maharajah, whom Tam 
about to instal, has recently attained his eighteenth birth-day Ile has 
passed through a minority of nearly eight years, They bave not been idle 
or vapid years spent in enjoyment or dissipated in idleness, They have 
been years of careful preparation for the duties that Jay before him, and of 
laborious training for his exalted state, It is no light thing to assume 
charge of five millions of people, and it is no perfunctory training that is 
required for such a task..,...He has made frequent tours among his people. 
He has studied their wants and needs at first hand. Tle has thereby acquired 
the knowledge which will enable him lo understand the problems with 
which he will be confronted. Fortified by this knowledge, his naturally 
business-like habits and instinctive self-reliance should enable him to steer 
a straight course........Youth is his, and health and strength. ITe enters 
upon a splendid heritage atan early age. May God guide him in his 
undertaking and speed him on the straight path.” Ilis Tlighness was made 
aG.C.S. Lin 1907, He is an Honorary Colonel of the 26th King 
George’s Own Light Cavalry. 

During the thirteen years that the Maharajah has been in charge 
of the State, he has shown what part good training and education 
play in the making of a constitulional monarch, He, has been 

_most sympathetic as a ruler, and has given a free hand to the 
responsible officers of the Principality to do their utmost to secure the 
happiness of his people. This has met with a very enthusiastic 
and loyal responsefrom the several heads of the departments, and the 
picture of modern Mysore, as it is ¢dministered to-day, is one of which 
any prince may be proud, A mere look into the budget of the State for 
1918-14 is enough to convince the casual observer what an excellent 
account His Highness is able to give of his stewardship of the Province, 
The revenue of the current year has risen to Rs, 2,72,92,000. The most 
cheerful features of the finance are the accumulated balance of more than 
a crore of rupees as the savings of the past few prosperous years, and the 
contemplated expenditure of this sum on productive improvements in the 
territories, Indeed, the noteworthy item in the revenue of Mysore at 
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present is the large income from mining and other sources, and this 
amount the Durbar has wisely determined to spend on schemes tending to 
ameliorate the condition, moral and economic, of the |people, and to 
benefit the future generations as well as the present. Jt has wisely hit upon 

‘important projects of irrigation and railway extension, and upon the 
spread of education and enlightenment in the country, Under the circum- 
stances we may look forward to a still greater prosperity for the State in 

athe years to come, 

Q The administration is carried on by His Highness the Maharajah 
assisted by the Dewan, the chief executive officer, and two other members 
who form the Council, The Province is divided into eight Districts, each 
being in charge of a Deputy Commissione:, who is assisted by a staff of 
Assistant Commissioners. 

The cumulative effect of more than half a century of well-ordered 
and progressive government is discernible in the growth of several im- 
portant edifices and useful institutions that adorn the capital cities, 
Among the places of interest or the institutions worth visiting may be 
mentioned the Palace Buildings, the Maharajah’s College for boys, and 
the Maharani’s College for girls, the Rangacharlu Memorial Hall, the 
Oriental Library, and the Zoological Gardens in Mysore ; the old Palace 
of Tippu Sultan, the Residency Office, the Laul Baugh, the Maharajah’s 
Palace, the ‘Tata's Experimental Silk Farm, the Central College, the 
St, Joseph's College, the Government Museum, and the Public Offices at 
Bangalore ; the old and historic fort of Tippu Sullan (Daria Daulat Baugh) 
or " The garden of the wealth of the sea” at Seringapatam; the celebrated 
Gumbaz or Mausoleum built by Tippu for his parents; and other great 
monuments of the vanished glory of the capital under the short-lived 
dynasty of Haidar and Tippu ; the Halebede Temples and the Statue of 
Goutameswara in Sravanabalagola (Hassan District), 


The industrial resources of the country are almost inexhaustible, 
The indigenous industries include metallurgy, pottery, carpentry, 
tanning, glassemaking, rope-making, ail-extracling, and the manufacture 
of earth salt, The Mysore Spinning and Manufacturing Company at 
Bangalore, the Bangalore Woollen, Cotton and Silk Mills Company, and 
the Mysore Tannery, are some of the prominent industrial organizations 
of a corporate nature, The joint-stock companies have a promising future, 
Highty of these institutions are already at work. A large impetus has been 
given (o the,extension ol the system of co-operative credit. There are in 
all 848 socielies of the kind. The application of the electrical energy 
available for purposes of manufacture will have a far-reaching and lenefi- 
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cia) effect on the industries of the country, With a view to improve the 
economic progress of the Stale, His Highness the Maharajah sometime 
ago ordered the convening of the Mysore Economic Conference, In the 
last year’s budget a provision of a lakh of rupees was made for its expenses, 
The State Insurance Fund is really a very useful institution, which is 
conferring great benefits on officials who have sought its help, besides 
exerting an indirect but wholesome influence on the moral tone of 


the services. zi 


According to regulation No. I of 1907, a Council was established by 
the Durbar for the purpose of making laws and regulations. This is very 
desirable reform giving a share to the peoplein the legislation which they 
are to obey, Agriculture being the chief industry of the Province, every 
effort is made to render help to the farmer. There is an Agricultural 
Gazette devoted to the dissemination of the most useful information about 
the modern scientific methods of cattle treatment. There are eight 
Veterinary Hospitals and Dispensaries, New varielies of seed grains and 
agricultural implements are distributed among the educated and intelligent 
agriculturists. The Agricultural Department is also carrying on very 
useful experiments, and is trying its best to root out diseases from staple 
plants. The elaborate irrigation works taken on hand will also contribute 
largely to the welfare of the country, Among themare worthy of men. 
tion the Marilanave project, which has become an accomplished fact, and 
the Kannambadi scheme, now being worked out, fora large reservoir in 
the Cauvery to provide the storage needed for power-supply and irrigation, 
They are sure to bring in extensive tracts of virgin land under cultivation, 

The Electrical Department is a unique feature of the State, 
The Sivasamudram Electrical Installations serve immensely for lights 
ing and industrial purposes, and have proved {o be a valuable 
asset of the Province. It isproposed to put up a fourth installation ata 
cost of six Jakhs during the current year. The Geological Department is 
also doing an eaormous amount of profitable work, Five gold mines are 
in active operation—ihe Mysore, Champion Reef, Ooregaum, Nandidrug, 
and Balaghat mines. Already the chief places are connected by railways 
and there are several railway extensions in contemplation, viz., the Hassan+ 
Mysore Section ; the Arsikere-Mysore Line ; the line from Nanjangud to 
Erode ; and the Bangalore-Chickaballapur Light Railway. ‘Ihe forests 
constitute an important source of reveuue to the Slate, and the Durbar has 
availed itself of the most up-to-date scientific methods for their reservation, 
culture, improvement and administration, A police force of «851 officers 
and about 6,000 men is maintained at an annual cost of nearly ten lakhs, 
The Stale Troops consist of the Imperial Seryice Lancers, the Local Sere 
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vice Regiment of Silladars, the three Battalions of Barr Infantry, and the 
Imperial Service Transport Corps. They are under the efficient control 
and able management of Colonel J, Desaraj Urs, M.V.0, C, 1 Ey 

Medical aid is rendered in 152 hospitals and dispensaries in the 
“Province, and many improvements in equipment andin the personnel of 
the department are in contemplation, Public health, in both rural and 
urban parts, is receiving the due attention of the Durbar, wvery effort 
vis made to eradicate the epidemics, and adequate preventive measures are 
‘taken against the plague. ‘The people readily recognize the importance 
of vaccination. For the purpose of satisfactory administration of the 
towns and the country areas, there are ninety Municipalities and 175 
Unions, and the total expenditure from the Local Funds amounts to 
nearly thirty lakhs per annum, More than a third of this sum is spent 
on public works, about a sixth on education, anda similar amount on 
sanitation, 

Mysore is one of the most advanced States in the matter of education. 
Though much has yet to be done in the direction of the spread of ele- 
mentary education to the masses, it is a subject which has not escaped the 
serious consideration of His Highness's Government ; and steps, it is 
believed, will soon be taken to widen ils sphere, But as regards higher edu- 
calion, the Durbar has done a great deal, and has fully realized its respon- 
sibilities in the malier, Provision is made in the budget for an expendi- 
tare of nearly fifteen lakhs during the current year for educational purposes, 
and this amount forms 6 per cent. or one-seventecnth of the fotal revenue, 
The Central College at Bangalore, the Maharajah's College and the Maha- 
rani’s College at Mysore, the different high schools in the districts, all carry 
the benelits of higher education to the upper and middle classes, ‘There are 
about 2,500 public and nearly 2,000 private institutions, The Maharani s 
College for girls at Mysore is an excellent institution of the kind, and has 
done much for the dissemination of higher education among women. It” 
was visited by His late Royal Highness Prince Albert Victor in 1889, who 
was immensely pleased with what he saw, and he expressed his 
intention “ofinforming the Queen of the progress of this model school,” 
His Highness the Gaekwar of Baroda was also equally satisfied with its suc- 
cess, Sir Roper Lethbridge remarked that it stood absolutely in the van of 
female education in India, and owing so much as it did to the Maharajah’s 
enlightened care and interest, might well be regarded by His Highness 
as one of the brightest jewels in his Crown. The first grade Colleges at 
Bangalore and Mysore are excellently equipped and turn out splendid 
work, The Siate has also recognised its responsibility in imparting 
religious and moral instruction in all schools under its care,- Special 
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attention is paid fo manual and kindergarten training, An educationnt 
museum is maintained by the Durbar,and the claims of technical, agricul. 
tural, and industrial education are duly attended to, Quite an interesting 
and a very useful institution in Bangalore is the Tata Research Instilute, a 
monument of the enlightened philanthropy of the Jate Mr. J. N. Tata, The 
buildings for it have been completed, and the institute has got into excel- 
lent working order, under the expert direction of Dr. Travers, F, R.S, It 
is expected to do immense service to the country as a centre of scientifier 
research and post-graduate study, 

What follows is a tetrospect of the State from 1881-1911 as given by 
the Dewan, Mr, Visvesvariah, at the Mysore Representative Assembly held 
on the 11th October 1913:— 

The population dependent on agriculture which in 1881 was $8 lalehs 
rose to 42 lakhs in 1911, As regards agriculture, the occupied area, exclud- 
ing coffee, amounted to 4,218,605 acres in 1881-82 and 7,488,468 acres in 
1911-12. The increase is 79 per cent, The growth of agriculture since the 
Rendition has been extensive, but not intensive, The total revenues of the 
State which amounted to about 60 lakhs al the beginning of the last century 
was 101 lakhs in 1880-81, and it rose to 247 lakhs in 1910-11, including what 
is known as « fortuitous revenue” from the Gold Mines, Land Revenue has 
incieased from 69 to 106} lakhs, Excise from 10 to 48°69 lakhs, and Forest 
from 7 to 21 lakhs. The expenditure also has more than doubled, viz., from 
101 lakhs in 1880 83 fo 228 Jakhs in 1010-11, The charges against Land 
Revenue have increased from 14 to 21 lakhs, Excise froma small sum of 
Rs, 18,000 to over 8 lakhs, Forest from 2 lakhs to nearly 7 lakhs, Law and 
Justice including Jails from 6 to 84 lakhs, Education (from provincial revenues) 
from 1-60 to 10°68 Jakhs, Medical from 1°68 to 7:20 lakhs, and Public Works 
from 10 to 80 lakhs, The railways which were only 60 miles in 1880-81 rose 
to 411 miles in 1910-11 and the capital outlay on them in the same period 

, from 25 to 250 lakhs, The mileage of provincial roads has nearly doubled 
since the Rendition. Among other public works may be mentioned the 
extension of channel irrigation in the Cauvery and Kapani valleys, restoratign 
and repaits to numerous tanks and the construction of two great public works, 
viz,, the Cauvery Power Scheme and the Marikanaye reservoir, The Citles of 
Bangalore and Mysore were extended and imptoved. The expenditure on 
education from all sources rose from Rs, 8,91,028 in 1880-81 to Rs, 18,79,185 
in 1910-11 ; the cost of education per head. fiom Re, 0-1-6 to Re. 0-5-4. The 
school-going population has increased from 58,872 in 1880-81 to 188,158 in 
1910-11 or nearly three times. A few industries, small and large, including the 
gold mines of Kolar and the manganese mines of Shimoga and a few cotton 
and other mills have come into existence. But most of these are’ unconnected 
with local enterprise and, in themselves, afford no evidence of the progress of 
the people either in technical knowledge or co-operative spirit, 


WL U, THE MAIIARAJAT OF MYSORE 828 


Lastly, il must not be forgotten that all these improvements and re- 
forms have been due to the unceasing industry, unerting foresight, and 
steady statesmanship of the great Ministers, who, as Dewans of the State, 
have steered it successfully to this haven of glory. From the time of the 
“Rendition, six men have adorned the office ; and where all have been so 
very successful, it would be invidious to single out any one for special 
praise, Asregards both duration of service and the consequent greatness 
sof achievements, {he term of office of Sir K, Seshadri Iyer stands out con- 
‘spicuous in the public esteem, while the large-hearted generosity of that 
gentleman's great soul, could it now speak, would readily concede how 
much he owed to the teaching andexample of his predecessor, Mr, 
Rangacharlu, His successors, Sir P, N. Krishnamoorthi, Mr, V, P. Mad- 
hava Rao, C. 1. E., and Mr, ‘tT. Ananda Rao, C, I, E., have all gone on 
the same path of progress and development so ably chalked out for them 
by the first two Dewans, Let us hope that by the time the latest addition 
ta this galaxy, we mean Sir, M. Visvesvariah, K.C.LE., lays down his office, 
he will render an account which will not in any way fall short of the 
popular expectations of him from his previous career, 


This account of the present Ruler of Mysore will not be complete with- 
out areference to the great support His Highness has always received from 
the hands of his affectionate brother, His Highness the Yuvarajah, 
G.C.LE,, whose co-operation with ihe Maharajah has been most loyal and 
enthusiastic in all his activities calculated {1o secure the happiness of his 
people, The Yuvarajah was born in 1888. He received his early 
education under Mr, S.M, Fraser, along with the Maharajah in the Royal 
School till 1902, when he jolned the Rajkumar College, Ajmer, Serious 
illness prevented him from remaining there longer than twenty months. 
On returning to Mysore he placed himself under the training of Lt, 
R, J, Heale, and learned English, Hindustani, Sanskrit and Canarese. 
In 1901 he made a long tour in Burma, and seven years 
Jater, he travelled through Hong Kong, Shanghai and Japan. In 1910 he 
married the accomplished daughter of the late Mr, Dalavai Devaraja Urs, 
Councillor fo His Highness the Maharajah, His Gracious Majesty the 
King-Emperor readily recognized his merit by conferring on him the 
distinction of K. C, 1, E, at the Delhi Durbar of 1911. He was made a 
GC, I. E. on the Ist January 1915, ‘The Prince proceeded to England in 
the middle of 1913 and returned home on the 5th October of the same 
year, While at Glasgow, His Highness and suite were entertained at 
dinner by the Magistrates, when the Chairman, in proposing “The Yuva- 
tajah of Mysore,” among several other things, observed that their guest 


showed that day not only a deep interest in some of the more adyanced 
40 
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problems connected with the Government ofa great community but 
displayed a practical knowledge of the history and development of such 
enterprises as sewage disposal and electric power, which was not surpri- 
sing to those who knew what Mysore itself had done in these and 
kindred directions. He added that the enlightened administration 
which characterized the Province wasdue to the far-sighted wisdom, 
not only of the Maharaja and Yuvarajah, but also of a series of 
exceptionally able native ministers, whose persisient efforts had given- 
the State of Mysore public works, hospitals, and research laboratories 
unsurpassed for their efficiency and equipment in India, The Yuvarajah, 
in responding to the toast, said in conclusion that he did not think there 
was any level-headed Indian who did not acknowledge that the presence 
of the English people in India was for the benefit of that country ; that 
the Indians had their own feelings and desires, and, provided they got 
fair play, they might be counted on to stand on their side just as much 
as any other part of the British Empire ; that good understanding, sym- 
pathy, and true partnership were the keynotes of harmony and cohesion 
in any community ; and that meetings of that description would have 
the most salutary effect of achieving such results, ; 

On his arrival at Bangalore from Europe, the Yuvarajah, who 
received addresses of welcome from several representative bodies, observed 
in the course of his replies ;— 


The high state of civilization and the steady progress which the West 
maintains as compared with the lethargy and conservatism of the Bast cannot 
but produce a most striking impression upon the mind of any visitor from our 
land, an impression which at first is almost apt to cause a feeling of depression 
amounting to pessimism when our state of things is reviewed, To leave 
things entirely to fate to shape and mould our future is inconsistent with the 
progress and achievement of our ideals, We shall never rise out of mediocrity 
“ among nalions unless we have unlimited faith in the power of our personal 
efforts to raise and transform our country, The opportunity for work is most 
ripe now with the prevalence of abiding peace inthe country under the 
zegis of Great Britain, Nature has blessed us in Mysore with a good 
climate and endowed us with mineral and other natural resources, and now 
that I can claim to have seen other parts of the world, [ feel proud of the fact 
that our country compares most favourably with several of the most advanced 
parts of the world, and the fault must be greatly ours if we did not make the 
country what it should be. The people are poor, not because they ave good, 
but because they are weak, thriftless, disunited and indolent’ Unless our 
society is purged of a great many cliques and creeds, with habits based on 
merely traditional but not rational grounds, we have no chances of progress 
towards the homogeneity of the masses, and unless our women are raiged from 
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the level of non-entities to that of partners in the truest and fullest sense of 
that term, we shall remain bereft of half our strength, we shall remain weak 
and miss a gentle and ennobling influence upon life. 

His Highness the Yuvarajah opened the third Provincial Conference 
of Co-operative Societies in Mysore, on the 6th October 1913, and said that 
quite recently he had the pleasure of meeting Sir Horace Plunkett in 
Dublin who was one of the foremost co-operators in the world, From 
Sansersations with him, he was confirmed in his opinion that co-opera- 
tion was the principal remedy for the economic inefficiency of India, 
The condition of Ireland, which was almost similar to theirs, was being 
rapidly improved under co-opérative methods, and he had no doubt that 
their efforts would effect a similar transformation in the condition of their 
rural population, On the 11th idem, when the Yuvarajah declared the 
Education Court of the Mysore Dusserah Exhibition open, he deprecated 
cramming and extolled the importance of moral, physical, commercial, and 
industrial culture, which have made western countries what they are 
to-day. 

The Prince is well educated, is a good sportsman, and takes a leading, 
part in all the public movements in Mysore, His forte is engineering, in 
which branch of knowledge he evinces a keen and practical interest, 

Nothing will be more filting to conclude this brief sketch with than a 
reference 1o the appreciation of His Highness’s Government by His Excel. 
lency Lord Hardinge in the splendid State Banquet speech delivered on the 
6th November 1918, In it His Lordship, after congratulating His Highness 
on the financial success of the electric power scheme and on the immence 
potentialities of the Kannambadi water scheme, referred in terms of eulogy 
to the enlightened educational policy of the Durbar and announced with 
great pleasure the substitution of anew Treaty for the old Instrument of 
Transfer, which is calculated to strengthen the bond of loyalty and allegi- 
ance of the State lo the Imperial Throne, and which is a striking proof of 
the regard and esleem in which His Highness is held by those responsible 
for the government of this great Empire. To quote a few sentences from 
the Viceroy’s memorable Banquet speech : 

sseseeesOn every side there are signs of material and moral progress and 
development, the result of good administration... learn with great satisfaction 
that the Co-operative Credit Movement has expanded and developed and is 
bringing relief to the indebtedness of the peasant, that an Institute of Public 
Health and a School of Hygeine have been established in which Sanitary 
Inspectors are receiving training, and that an industrial survey of the State hag 
been undertaken with good results in the form of improvementof various in- 
digenous industries. ‘This is the true Swadeshi movement and IJ wish it all 
Pera must congratulate Your Highness too upon your enlightened 
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educational policy, Utder your fostering care education is making rapid pro- 
gress. Your Government have recently sanctioned a gencrous programme 
which includes provision for a large extension of primary education, measures 
to supply teachers possessed of higher qualifications, increased grants for 
female education, and an experimental boarding house for Panchamas at 
Mysore. At the same time a special Committee assembled in 1910 to consider 
the improvement of industrial education is bearing fruit in schemes for a 
Technical Institute at Mysore, and a Mechanical Engineering School and 4 
Commercial School at Bangalore, where progress will be made on tentative 
lines.........90me four months ago Your Highness wrote mea letter in which 
you took exception to certain features in the Instrument of Transfer of 1881, 
under which the Government of Mysore was restored to Your Highness's father, 
and you urged that the document should be revised both in substance and in 
form in such a manner as to indicate more appropriately the relations subsisting 
between the British Government and the State of Mysore. After a very 
careful consideration of the question I have decided, with the concurrence 
of His Majesty's Secretary of State for India, to substitute for the Instrument 
of Transfer a new Treaty which will place the relations between us ona 
footing more in consonance with Your Highness’s actual position among the 
Feudatory Chiefs of India. 

His Highness the Maharajah Sir Krishnaraja Wadiyar Bahadur, 
G.C SL, who is entitled to a hereditary salute of twenty-one guns, rules over 
the extensive Province of Mysore with toleration and wisdom. Le looks 
into things himself and confers the offices and dignities of the State on 
competent and deserving sons of the land, He is liberal and progressive in 
his ideas, and his vision carries him far into the future, Ilis public 
utterances have always been:characterised by sanity of thought, sobriety of 
expression, and soundness of judgement. The speeches of the Maharajah 
reveal to us his wonderful grasp of the great problems of the day. 
Mysore has justly been called a model Native State, and there is every 
reason to believe that His Highness will keep up the reputation of bis 
Principality for steady progress and enlightenment, and that his own 
career will not be less brilliant thap that of any of his famous predecessors, 








“MAJOR-GENERAL HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJAH 
SIR PRATAP SINGH BAHADUR, G.C.S.L, G.C.LE, 
MAHARAJAH OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR 


Kasrir is one of the loveliest spots in India, The grand mountain 
ranges, the beautiful glades and forests, the charming lakes and thermal 
springs and the fine natural scenery, all combine to add to the pictures- 
queness of the notthernmost province, The Kashmir Valley with 
agreat variety of plants is perhaps the finest portion of the Maha« 
rajah's dominions, The soil is rich in fertility, and fruits and food plants 
grow in abundance, The State of Kashmir comprising the territories of 
Jammu, the Kashmir Valley, the frontier districts of Ladakh and its 
adjacent tracts and Gilgit, owns the sway of H, H, the Maharajah Sir 
Pratap Singh, the third in succession to the founder of the State, Mahar 
rajah Gulab Singh, The area over which the sovereignty of the present 
Maharajah extends, covers about 88,000 square miles with a pdpulation of 
thee millions, The subjects of His Highness speak a vatiety of 
dialects (about thirteen in all), Dogri, Kashmiri, Pahari, Punyjaubi, Balti, 
Pushtoo, Persian, Ladakhi and other languages. Among the people 
who live, or ordinarily carry on business within the limits of the Jammu 
and Kashmir State, may be found, Hindus, Jains, Sikhs, Mahomedans, 
Buddhists, Christians and Parsis. 


Though much is not known of the early history of Kashmir, yet 
sufficient light is thrown upon it by the Rajathaangani, a celebrated 
Sanskrit work, wrillen in the early part of the twelfth century. The 
Rajavaltpataka, another of the oriental chronicles that brings the record 
down to 1856, also affords much useful information, The family 
legend of the house of Jammu shows that the first scion of the Solar 
dynasty who came over from Ayhodya, was Agni Gii, His descend- 
ant, Jambu Lochan, was the ancestor of the present Jammu Rajahs, 
Later on Daya Karn who was one of the sons of Jambu Lochan, con- 
quered Kashmir and became its ruler. The rule established by him 
has continued in his line for fifty-two generations, Jn the middle’ of the 
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eighteenth century the Chief of Jammu was the well-known Ranjit Dev, 
son of Rajah Dhrub Dev. Ranjit Dey had three brothers of whom the 
youngest was Surat Singh. Maharajah Gulab Singh was the great grand- 
son of the latier, After Ranjit Dev's death his principality was thrown 
into confusion by civil wars, a condition in which it remained for about 
half a century, While in the service of the Lahore Durbar, Rajah Gulab 
Singh subdued Jammu and its adjacent hill states, and was consequently 
rewarded with the hereditary chiefship of Jammu, 


Archzeological remains of temples, pillars and massive buildings that 
have survived the ravages of time, and the records left by oriental histori- 
ans, show that the authority of Asoka, the greatest Buddhist ruler 
of India, extended as far as Kashmir about 250B.C, With the 
re-assertion of orthodox Brahminism, Buddhism gradually lost its ground. 
Avantivarman who reigned successfully between 855 and 883 A. D,, did 
much towards the consolidation of the country. The massive ruins of the 
ancient buildings in Avantipura(a town founded afler his name) bear witness 
to “ the most imposing monuments of ancient Kashmir architecture and 
sufficiently attest the resources of the builder.” Many were the great things 
accomplished in his reign, but what was delayed of execution was a scheme 
to prevent floods and to drain the valley, quite similar to a project which 
has since engaged the attention of the Kashmir Durbar under the supers 
vision of Lieutenant Colonel A, C, Joly De Lotbinicre, R. E,, C. 8, 1, 


In 1339 we hear of Sha Mir, who founded a Mahomeclan dynasty 
by deposing the widow of the last Hindu ruler, Zain-ul-ab-udedin who 
ruled from 1420 to 1470, wasa virtuous and liberal king, So great 
was his tolerance towards Hindus and so [ull his sympathy for them that 
he ordered repairs of their temples to be undertaken, and strove to revive 
their learning, In 1586 Kashmir was added to the principalities under 
the sway of Akbar, and his successor Jehangir was equally attached io 
Kashmir, as a proof of which he laid out the two pleasure-gardens, known 
as Shalimar and Nishat Baughs, 


When the power of the Moghul Empire began to wane, the, 
Governors set themselves up as independent chiefs and began to 
rule ina high-handed manner, Kashmir gradually came under the 
tyrannical yoke of the Afghans whose rapacious agents  oxtorted 
as much money as they could from the dwellers in the valley. 
They revived the hateful polltax on the Hindus who in conse- 
quence, either left the country for good, or were driven into the fold of 
Islam,, The rest of the Hindu population cagerly looked up to Ranjit 
Singh, the lion of the Punjaub, for succonr, Thereupon in 1819 the latter 
annexed Kashmir to his.dominions with the aid of Rajah Gulab Singh of 
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Jammu. But by this time only one-tenth of the people still adhered te Hin- 
duism, the remaining large majority having become Mahomedans. This 
change of rulership did not bring any relief to the Kashmiris ; but on the 
contrary there came with it a train of miseries, They were weighed down 
‘with heavy taxation, oppression and cruelty. Searcely had * Ranjit 
Singh died when there was a mutiny in the Sikh army, resulting in the 
murder of the Governor of Kashmir in 1841, Rajah Gulab Singh him- 
aif repaired to Kashmir, and with an army of 5,000 people, quelled the 
‘mutiiy, restored order, appointed a Governor of his own, and became the 
virtual master of the valley. . 


Gulab Singh, a Dogra Rajput, was born about 1788, and his ances« 
tors had their original home either in Oudh or Rajputana. They even~ 
tually moved to the Panjaub, and remained permanently at Mirpur in 
the Dogra country, His forefathers were Rajputs whose sole pursuit was 
wat. The whole family branched off into three divisions, the first group 
made Chamba iis headquarters, the second went away to Kangra, and 
the third, the family to which Gulab Singh belonged, settled down at 
Jammu. Gulab Singh took up service under Ranjit Singh, the Sikh 
Ruler, and satisfied him in all possible ways, The latter conferred 
Jammu on Gulab Singh with the title of Rajah, Dhyan Singh (Gulab 
Singh's brother) was made the Rajah of Poonch, and the third brother, 
Rajah of Ramnagar. Within fifteen years Gulab Singh was able to extend 
his control over Jammu and the neighbouring principalities, not excluding 
Ladakh and Baltistan, He wielded great power in Kashmir, though the 
territory was still under the direct control of a separate Governor, 


Anarohy followed the death of Ranjit Singh in 1839, His son, Sher 
Singh, went against Lahore and seized the government in 1841, He was 
shot dead by Gulab Singh's younger brother Dhyan Singh, who in his 
turn was murdered by a Sikh chieftain, The Punjaub was now 
entirely under the control of army committees, While yet a child 
of six years, Dulip Singh was placed on the throne. He subsequently 
resided in England as an exile, Again the army controlled the 
destinies of the State, while Hira Singh, the son of Dhyan Singh 
and nephew of Gulab Singh, was minister bul in name. He made 
himself unpopular with the army committees—~an unpopularity that 
cost him his life. The mother of Dulip Singh assisted by the Minister 
Lall Singh and the Commander-in-Chief Tej Singh, assumed control of 
the government and procceded against British territory. On the 18th 
December 1845 an indecisive battle was fought at Mudki; on the 
21st idem was fought another battle al Ferozeshah in which Lord 
Hardinge, the Governor-General, himself took part, and the British won a 
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victory but at considerable sacrifice, This victory hud the effect of arrest- 
ing the onward march of the opponents, but in the decisive battle of Ali- 
wal on the 28th January 1846, the Lahore Government suffered a serious 
discomfiture, After the battle of Sobraon on the 10th February, negotia-_ 
tions became possible, and the treaty of Lahore was concluded on the 
9th March. 


‘The Sikhs ceded to ihe English all the hilly country between the 
Beas and the Indus, including the provinces of Kashmir and Hazarapatic? 
in consideration of the services rendered by Rajah Gulab Singh of Jammu 
to the Lahore State, towards establishing amity between the Lahore 
and British Governments, the Brilish agreed to recognise the independent 
sovereignty of Rajah Gulab Singh in such territories and districts 
as might be made over to him under a separate agreement between 
himself and the British Government. His share would include also those 
dependencies that had been in the Rajah's possession since the days 
of the late Maharajah Khurruk Singh. Further the British Government 
in appreciating the good conduct of the Rajah, agreed lo recognise his 
independence in such terrilories and io admit him to the privileges of 
a separate treaty with them, 


On the 16th March 1846, the separate treaty with Gulab Singh 
was signed by which the British Government made over for over 
to Maharajah Gulab Singh and his heirs-male all the hilly and moun- 
tainous country, with its dependencies, situated to the east of the 
river Indus and west of the river Ravi, including Chamba and 
excluding Lahoul, being part of the lerrilorics ceded to the British 
Government by the Lahore State, In return for this transfer Gulab 
Singh was to pay the British Government seventy-five lakhs of rupees, 
and in acknowledgment of their supremacy he was to present them 
. annually with one horse, twelve perfect shawl-goats of approved breed 
(six male and six female) and three pairs of Kashmir shawls, He pledged 
himself to unite the whole of his forces with the British troops, when 
employed within the hills or in the terrilories adjoining his possessions, 
while on their part the British Government agreed to aid Maharajah 
Gulab Singh in protecting his territories from external enemies. 


The Governor appointed by the Sikh Government was not disposed 
to hand over the province to Maharajah Gulab Singh, but attacked the 
Maharajah’s troops with the aid of the feudatory chiefs, His 
Highness applied to the English for help, when they sent an army 
under Sir Henry Lawrence, With the support of the British Government, 
he finally established his rule over Kashmir in 1846, On his ascending 
the thyone he found its internal management quite unsatisfactory, 

~ 
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Assessment and collection of revenues did not go forward, and there was 
much corruption in the province, The state of affairs did not improve, and 
when His Highness died in 1857, things were no better than what they 
were at the commencement of his reign, He was succeeded by his 
‘son Maharajah Ranbir Singh whose services to the British Government 
during the Mutiny of 1857, were beyond all praise, and merited special 
recognition, The British Government offered an I/aka in the Province 
of Oudh to the Maharajah in consideration of his loyal aid; but 
the respectfully declined io accept any such offer, declaring that he 
had come forward to share the burden of the campaign as a true 
friend and devoted ally of the British Government and not as a 
mercenary prompted by love of gain. Lord Lawrence, the Viceroy 
and Governor-General of India, in addition to several other marks 
of recognition shows to the Maharajah, assured His Highness that in 
the event of failure of heirs and absence of any formal adoption, his wishes 
in regard to the succession of a collateral relation, would be respected. The 
Maharajah was later on exempted from the payment of a tribute, and was 
raised toa higher rank than that held by most Indian Princes and Chiefs. 
Maharajah Ranbir Singh was very popular with his subjects as well 
as with the English, His character and private life were above reproach; 
he was well-known for his manliness and sportsman-like habits, He 
was easy of access to his subjects whose petitions he received in open 
durbar and whose grievances he redressed with promptitude and 
fairness, , 


Major-General His Highness the Maharajah Sir Pratap Singh, the great 
grandson of Maharajah Gulab Singh and eldest son of Maharajah Ranbir 
Singh, was born in 1850 A.D, As achild he was the pet of his grand- 
father, When he grew older, he studied Sanskrit, and besides acquiring a 
general knowledge of Law, Science and Medicine, gained acquaintance * 
with English literature. After completing his preliminary course of edu- 
cation, he was given a practical training even to the minutest details, 
in the Revenue, Judicial and Military Departments. Swimming, wrestling 
and horsemanship are his chief recreations, Since his youth he has 
displayed a very keen interest in cricket and even at this advanced age, he 
has nol ceased to take delight in the game, Like his father and grand- 
father His Highness is an orthodox Hindu, and spends his mornings 
and evenings in the performance of religious ceremonies, He has a 
scrupulous regard for the customs of his people, and shows a pious defer- 
ence to the rites enjoined by the Hindu religion and the traditions of his 
house, His Highness succeeded to the gadi on the death of his illustrious 
father in September 1885, while he was in his thirty-filth year. His reign 
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is memorable for the useful reforms successfully inaugurated in the civil 
and military administration of the State. 

Among the reforms which have been carried out since his accession, 
may be mentioned the introduction of payment of salaries io State 
officials monthly instead of quarterly and half-yearly ; the revision and’ 
increase of pay to old officials ; the improved methods of keeping State ac- 
counts ; the abolition of the revenue farming system, of export duty on cer- 
tain goods, and of other duties known as Zarnaksh, Nausakht and Rawangi, 
and also of the system of Begar as well as the Dharamarth cess, the tem- 
ple cess, the education cess and the like, and of the Mahomedan marriage 
tax; the establishment of Municipalities at Jammu and Srinagar; the 
suppression of kidnapping which was formerly in vogue; the introduction 
of land seitlement on the British Indian model ; the organization of the 
Imperial Service troops and reorganization of the Military Department, 
and the extension of the North-Weslern Railway line from Suilkol to 
Jammu, 

Before these reforms could be introduced or pushed through, there 
happened events that hindered for a time the carrying out of the pro- 
gramme. During the early years of His Highness’s rule, there was 
unpleasantness between him and the Government of India, resulting in the 
voluntary resignation by the Maharajah of his powers for five years, The 
Province was then governed by a State Council, al first under the presidency 
of Rajah Amar Singh, the youngest brother of the present Maharajah, and 
subsequently from the Sambal year 1949 (1898-94), under that of the 
Maharajah himself, The insignia of the Order of G, CG. S. 1, was con- 
ferred upon the Maharajah in 1892, and in 1896 he was raised to the 
honorary rank of Major-General. In October 1905, His Highness was 
invested with enhanced powers, and the Council was abolished, 

Maharajah Sir Pratap Singh sent his army to fight shoulder lo 

* shoulder with the British troops on the occasion of the Black 
Mountain, the Tirah and the Agror Valley expeditions, On each of 
these occasions the services rendered by the troops of His Highness the 
Maharajah, elicited warm appreciation, In the Tirah campaign 
the Maharajah’s battery made a name for their remarkable activily, vigi- 
lance and valour. His Highness’s {wo brothers, Rajah Sir Ram Singh 
K.C.B,, and Rajah Sir Amar Singh, K.C.S,1,, both of whom are no more, 
rendered very valuable assistance to the State, The elder of these two, 
Rajah Sir Ram Singh who was well known for his soldierly habits, 
looked after the Stale forces with conspicuous abilily and success, 
while the youngest, Rajah Sir Amar Singh, K, C, S, 1. aided the 
administration in various ways, bolh as Vice-President of the 
State Council, and as Chief Minister and Commandersin-Chief, 
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after the abolition of the Council in 1905. The brothers were of great 
help to His Highness the Maharajah in all the reforms he had set on foot 
in his government, Of the three brothers Rajah Sir Amar Singh alone was 
blessed with ason, Hari Singh, who is now nineteen years old, The 


‘ Prince is undergoing a course of training in the Mayo College, ‘Ajmere. 


The Maharajah administers the State, assisted by his three Ministers in 
charge of the Revenue, Juclicial and Home Departments respectively, The 
four chief executive officers are the Governor of Hakim-i-Ala of Jammu, the 
Governor of Kashmir, the Wazir Wazarat of Gilgitand the Wazir Wazarat 
of Ladakh, European and American specialists are invariably employed in 
the important departments of the State. The British Government has also 
lent the services of some of its tried officials, the chief among them being 
the Accountant-General who controls the finances of the State, 

Several improvements in the resources of the country and the 
modes of administration, have been effected during the Jast decade, 
The survey for a further extension of the Railway up to Srinagar, 
the starting of water works in the towns of Jammm and Srinagar aswell as 
the electrical installation for lighting the latter, the opening of canals in 
extension of irrigation, the important conservancy and sanitary arrange- 
menis throughout the State together with the many changes in the 
Revenue and the Judicial departments, are the principal measures of 
administrative reform, 

The judicial administration is under the control of the Judicial 
Minister who is virtually the supreme tribunal, There’ is a Chief 
Court at Jammu exercising all civil and criminal powers, An appeal lies 
from this court to the Judicial Minister, Occasionally a second appeal 
may be preferred to the Maharajah himself. All death sentences passed 
by the Chief Judge, are, however, subject to the confirmation of the Maha- 
rajah, The Police force consists of three Assistant Superintendents, nine 
Inspectors, 297 subordinate officers and 1,213 constables, The State 
maintaing them at an annual cost of about two lakhs and a half, There is 
also a training school for the police, The duties of the police in villages are 
performed by chaukidars, ‘There are two central jails, one at Jammu and 
the other at Srinagar, besides seven smaller jails, The army of the State 
consists of two mountain batteries, one horse artillery, one garrison battery, 
one squadron Kashmir lancers, one troop body-guard cavalry, seven 
regiments of infantry and four companies of sappers and miners. Out of 
a total strength of 6,283, the Durbar maintains a force af 3,370 Imperial 
Service Trogps, 

There are in the province an Aris College al Srinagar, two high. 
sghools, one normal school, seven anglo-vernacular and twelve vernacular 
middle schools, and about one hundred and fifty primary schools, Al 
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Srinagar there are in addition three girls' schools, maintained by the State, 
two aided highschools and oneaided middleschool ; and at Jammu one 
aided girls’ school and another aided middle school, There ave two 
Sanskrit schools at Jammu and Srinagar. About 12,000 pupils are 
allogether under instruction, The Durbar awards seventeen scholar. 
ships for collegiate siudy at Lahore, two technical scholarships for 
foreign study in useful aris, and twenty-three stipends for norma! training, 

There are two municipal committees, one at Srinagar and the other, 
at Jammu. During winter the vaccination staff works in Jammu, dnd - 
during summer, at Kashmir, Conservancy establishments are also main- 
tained by the State, and are under the direct supervision of the municipal 
committees, Medical relief is afforded by iwo State hospitals, two dispen- 
saries and one leper asylum at Srinagar, and two hospitals at Jammu and 
two military hospitals, at Jammu and in Satwari cantonment. Besides, 
there are altogether forty-three dispensaries in the State, 

The construction of the Gilgit road at a cost of fifteen lakhs to the 
Durbar, is indeed a remarkable achievement, because it affords consider. 
able travelling and trading facilities, Prominent among the industries 
of the province are fruit culture and sericuliure, Kashmir is: 
called ‘a country of fruits’ and has great facilities for horticulture, 
The indigenous apple, pear, vine, mulberry, walnut, hazel, cherry, peach, 
apricot, raspberry, gooseberry, currant and strawberry grow in abundance, 
If pursued on modern scientific lines, the industry has a great future 
before if. For ages past Kashmir has been noted for its silk industry, 
About 110,000 tb of raw silk is annually produced, and the profit is about 
five lakhs per annum. Kashmir long known for its excellent shawls has, 
of late years, shown signs of decay in the industry ; and carpet woven 
with the same fine wool, has now taken the place of the famous shawl 
The city of Srinagar is noted for its silver, copper and wood carving, and 

* lacquer works, 

His Highness the Maharajah Bahadur on the occasion of the birth- 
day of His Most Gracious Majesty, King Edward VII, on the 28th 
June 1907, in open durbar, spoke as follows:-— 

“Pleasant are to me the constant recollections of His Gracious Majesty, 
as I happened to have enjoyed the great honour and privilege of being 
known to and having entertained him personally, when he visited Jammu 
as the Prince of Wales in my father’s time just thirty years ago; and in 
view of my inner-most feelings of devotion, loyalty and attachment to His 
Imperial Majesty’s person and Throne, happiest to me is the day when 
I have the honour to celebrate the birthday of the most dearly loved 
Sovereign, inwhich I have asked you, Ladies and Gentlemen, to join me 
this evening, Weallofus know how deeply His Majesty has endeared 
himselé alike to the great and the small rulers and the people, by his constant. 
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and earnest efforts in the interest of the worlds's psic2, and his eager desire 
to do everything in his power to promote the intellectual and physical well- 
being of his subjects throughout the vast dominions of the British Empire over 
which the sun never sets. His sympathy towards the Native States of India 
and their rulers, and his keen interest in their welfare, are well-known, which 
sympathy—it is a matter of much gratification for us all—was fully shared by 
Their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess of Wales. 1 sincerely pray 
that the Great Giver of all good may spare His Imperial Majescy for many 
years to continue a prosperous reign which has already been productive of 
lasting benefits not only to the British Empire but to the whole world, May 
he live long, happy in his most esteemable family, happier in the deep and 
sincere affection of his people, and happiest in the memory of his noble and 
useful life.” 

Of the most important steps taken recently by the present administra. 
tion towards the amelioration of the condition of the people and the 
development of the resources of the country, mention may be made of the 
following:—the formation of a scheme for the application of the water 
power so largely available in Kashmir, to industrial purposes and its conse- 
quent adoptionin J. P. Station; the project for railway lines to be laid 
between Jammu and Srinagar; the carrying on of sericulture operations on 
an extensive scale and the preservation of mulberry plantation; the leasing 
out of forests to be worked by private individuals paying royalty to the 
State, and the adoption of a similar policy in regard to;mines and mineralss 
the opening of model agricultural farmis; the preservation of ancient monu- 
ments, historical buildings and gardens, and the encouragement of re- 
search, especially in the ancient literature and history of Kashmir; military 
reforms, chiefly the raising of the pay of the rank and file, and the 
improvement of the means of communication in order to stimulate trade, 

In 1910 His Highness completed the sixtieth year of his Jife and the 
twenty-fifth year of his rule, and the happy occasion was celebrated with 
great eclat and rejoicing by his numerous subjects, His Most Gracious 
Majesty the King-Emperor was pleased to confer on His Highness the 
distinction of G.C.ILE,, at the Delhi Coronation Durbar on the {2th 
December 1911, At the Durbar held at Jammu on the 12th January 1912, 
His Highness announced some concessions, viz, the right of a partially 
elective system to the Jammu and Kashmir Municipality; the allotment 
of octroi income to Municipalities, a special grant of Rs, §,00,000 for 
sanitary and other improvements; an additional grant of Rs, 25,000 
anaually for the expansion and improvement of primary education among 
the Mahomedan and Hindu subjects; the raising of the estates of tenants- 
at-will in the State to that of occupancy, and remission of tenants’ arrears 
known as “Bakaya jins quillajat,”” Some literary pensions and pies were 
“also announced, 

ba 
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Soon after the outrage at Delhi on the 23rd December 1912, His 
Highness the Maharajah of Kashmir was the foremost of the Ruling 
Chiets present there to offer a reward of ten thousand rupees for the arrest 
of the culprit. His Highness, who presided over the public meeting to 
express abhorrence at the dastardly attempt, made the following specch i 

GENTLEMEN,—We have met bere this afternoon to express our abhor- 
rence and detestation of the dastardly attempt which has been made upon the 
life of our popular Viceroy, Lord Hardinge, the tepresentative of His Imperial 
Majesty the King-Emperor of India. His Excellency has endeared himself 
to the Princes and people of India by his genuine sympathy towards them, and 
by his beneficent, enlightened and progressive rule 

The Ducbar which His Impetial Majesty was pleased to hold in this Im- 
perial town last December and the administrative changes which the King. 
Emperor announced in person marked an epoch in the history of this country, 
‘These announcements filled the hearts of all Joyal Indians with joy, and they 
rendered their most sincere and hearty thanks which were due to H, £, 
Lord Hardinge for advising His Imperial Majesty to raise this town to the 
position of the Imperial Capital of India, In accordance with, and to give 
effect to, His Majesty’s decision and to afford the Indian people an opportu: 
nity of rejoicing on the transference of the seat of the British Government to 
Delhi, His Excellency had decided to mark the entry of the Government of 
India into Delhi by a State procession anda Durbar, We had been looking for. 
ward to this happy foundation with feelings of pleasure and pride, and yester- 
day when everything was going on very smoothly and nicely, we were shocked 
to hear that a despicable wretch had attempted to take the life of our beloved 
Viceroy by means of a bomb, 

Gentlemen, words fail to give adequate expression to our sense of horror 
and indignation at this foul deed. To me the shock has been excecdingly 
severe, because not only do I claim the privilege of personal friendship with 
His Excellency, but the ties of close friendship have united the two families 
for more than sixty years, 


The full titles of His Highness are—Major-General tis Highness 
the Maharajah Sir Pratap Singh Indar Mahindar Bahadur Sipar-i-Saltanat, 
G.C.S.., G.C.1,E., Mahatajah of Jammu and Kashmir, 

The Ruler of Kashmir is held in great esteem by the Government, and 
is entitled to a salute of twenty-one guns within, and ninelcen guns out 
side, his territory. By his sympathetic and progressive administration he 
has been endeavouring to raise the status of his principality, Modern 
methods of administration are being introduced slowly but gradually into 
the State. A loyal chief, a staunch Hindu, and a liberal patron ‘of arts and 
letters, His Highness is deeply interested in all that tends to promote the 
well-being of his peaceful subjects, May he be long spared to guide the 
destinies of this picturesque Province | 


MAJOR-GENERAL HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARA|[AH 
SIR MADHO RAO SINDHIA BAHADUR, 
G.C.S.1, G.C.V.0., LL.D., 

MAHARAJAH OF GWALIOR 


DESCENDED froma family that held the hereditary post of patel as 
a patent of rank from Emperor Aurangzeb, in Kannerkhera, a village not 
far from Satara in Bombay, Ranoji Sindhia founded the house o 
Gwalior, When in the service of Peshwa Balaji Baji Rao, Ranoji rose 
to prominence through sheer force of character. His undaunted courage 
and warlike qualities were soon recognised, and he became a favorite 
with the Peshwa. In appreciation of his meritorions services, he was per- 
mitted by the Peshwa to collect in the Malwa Province the taxes of Chauth 
and Sardeshmukhi, while retaining for his own remuneration the Mokassa 
(the remaining 65 per cent. of the tax), He sclected the cily of Ujjain for 
his capital, which long remained the headquarters of the Sindhia domi- 
nions, Ranoji died in 1745, leaving five sons behind him. Jayapa who suc- 
ceeded him, was killed at Nagaur in 1759, and his son Jankoji ascended the 
throne ; but he was taken prisoner at Panipat and put to death, Mahdaji 
Sindhia, one of the sons of Ranoji, then succeeded to the gadi, 

From the time of Mahdaji Sindhia and of his successor Daulat Rao 
Sindhia, begins the modern history of Gwalior, and in the annals of British 
India both of them played no mean pari, The treaty of Salbai in 
1782, which was enfered into between Mahdaji Sindhia and the English, 
was the turning point in the history of Gwalior, By this treaty the 
British were made the arbiters of peace in India and their supremacy 
was acknowledged, while Sindhia was recognised as an independent 
chief and not a vassal of the Peshwa, A British Resident was also 
appointed at the court of Sindhia. 


By dint of energy and perseverance and through his ‘indomit. 
able will, Mahdaji Sindhia soon became a real power in the land, and 
established his supremacy all over Northern Hindustan, He was dreaded 
by the neighbouring powers who, however, caused him not a liWle trouble 
and anxiely. He defeated in battle the Rajputs, the Holkar and the Delhi 
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forces, Tlated by the victory he began to wield a greal influence 
within the Moghul dominions. He succeeded in 1785 in reinstating 
Emperor Shah Alam on the throne of Dell. In return for this benevolent 
act the Moghul Emperor conferred on Mahdaji Sindhia the high 
distinction of deputy Vakil-ul-Mutlak, At the request of Mahdaji himself 
the tile of Vakil-ul-Mutlak was also conferred on the Peshwa, Subse- 
quently Mahdaji who was growing in power and influence, look possession 
of Delhi, and became virtually the protector of the aged em- 
peror, In 1792 Mahdaji Sindhia himself invested the Peshwa with - 
the insignia of Vakil-ul-Mutlak. Mahdaji died in 1794 al Wanowri, 
near Poona, and left no heir to succeed him, But Daulat Rao, the 
grandson of his brother Tukaji Rao, helped himself to the throne. 
While he gradually gained power, he could neither retain nor use it 
for the benefit of his subjects. It was therefore not to be wondered 
at that a period of unrest soon followed his reign. While Sinchia and 
Holkar were at war with cach other, the Pindari bands stepped in and 
spread devastation and ruin in the country, and the whole of Central 
India presented a scene of ulfer chaos, The treaty of Basscin which 
was entered into in 1802 between the Peshwa and the British, and 
which made the latter the paramount power in India, was an_ effective 
means of crushing Sindhia’s power, which was finally destroyed by 
the English victories at Ahmadnagar, Assaye, Asirgarh and Laswari, 
Daulat Rao Sindhia was now obliged to sign the Wrealy of Sarji Anjangaon, 
by which he was required to give up the forts of Gwalior and Gohad to 
the British, But the terms of this treaty were always asource of contention 
between Sindhia and the Supreme Government, Under the new policy 
of Lord Cornwallis, the Governor-General of India, the forls of Gwalior 
and Gohad were both restored to Daulal Rao Sindhia, who finally signed 
in 1817 the treaty of Gwalior, by which he was bound to help the English 
in suppressing the Pindaris, 

In 1827 Daulat Rao Sindhia died leaving no heir, Once again chaos 
reigned supreme in the Stale. Lawlessness prevailed and court intrigues 
prevented any claimant from succecding lo the throne. Al this slage the 
British interfered, and through their aida Council of Regency was appoint- 
ed during the minority of Jayaji Rao Sindhia, who was now placed 
on the throne, In 1852 the young Prince had a minister of great 
pais in the peison of Dinkar Rao, a renowned statesman, The 
minister soon introduced several salutary reforms into the State, and be» 
came afterwards Rajah Sir Dinkar Rao, Mushir-i-khas Bahadur, K,.C.S.1 
During the troublous times of the Indian Mutiny, Maharajah Jayaji 
Rao Sindhia rendered very valuable assistance lo the English, The Bri- 
lish Government in 1861 conferred on His Highness the distinction of a 
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Grand Commander of the Star of India, Later the Maharajah was allowed 
a personal salute of twenty-one guns and a salute of nineteen guns 
outside his dominions. His Highness was further honoured with the 
unique ‘title of G. C. B. He next became a Councillor of the Indian 
Empire, In 1886 the Gwalior Fort and the Morar Cantonment and 
a few villages which had passed into the possession of the Brit- 
ish since 1858, were restored to Sindhia in exchange for the city of Jhansi. 
Jayaji Rao died in 1886, leaving a son ten years old. The young Prince, 
the present ruler of the State who was born in 1877, ascended the gadi 
with a Council of Regency that carried on the administration until 1894, 
when the Maharajah was invested with full powers, 

Gwalior is the largest treaty Siate in Central India with a total 
area of 25,041 square miles and a population of over 3,000,000, of 
whom 84 per cent. are Hindus and 6 per cent. Mahomedans, Two 
branches of ihe Vindhya Range traverse the State. The Chambal in 
* the north and the Narbada in the south, are its two principal rivers, 
The administrative machinery is controlled by the Maharajah assisted 
by the Sadar Board, consisting of seven Secretaries, each entrusted 
with the management of an entire department of the Stale. The Maha- 
rajah himself is the President of the Board, and the Chief Secretary 
*, supervises the work of all departments, Several beneficial changes have 
recenily been introduced, which have had the effect of bringing the State 
more or less into line with modern methods of administration, 

The normal revenue of the State is 150 lakhs per annum, excluding the 
I1 lakhs assigned to the Jagirdars, The revenue is derived chiefly from 
land, forest, opium and customs, While in former years the State enjoyed 
the privilege of minting and circulating its own gold, silver and copper coins, 
it now mints its copper coins only of the same value as the British coins ; 
and the British rupee and its fractional coins are now accepted as the only 
legal tender, Gold coins are, however, struck for special purposes. 

In 1888 the Sadar Adalat or High Court was established with Subordi- 
nate Courts in the divisions and districts of the State. The High Court is 
practically the highest tribunal of justice in all matters, civil and crimi- 
nal, But all sentences of death have to receive the Maharajah’s confirma- 
tion, In some special cases the Maharajah also hears appeals against the 
decisions of the Sadar Adalat. 

Agriculture, the staple industry of the province, receives very careful at- 
tention, The State helps the ryots immensely by freely giving them loans of 
seed and money, and charging them alow rate of 4 per cent, interest on seed 
grants, and 6 per cent, on loans for digging wells and for purchasing bul- 
locks, This system of State advances to the cultivator is not only produce 
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live of highly beneficial results, but is gradually tending to diminish the 
tyranny of village usurers, Jowar is the principal crop, while gram, 
wheat, bajra, maize, barley, arhar and rice are also cultivated. Oilseeds, 
cotton, poppy and sugar-cane are extensively grown, A considerable 
quantity of Indian hemp is produced for the manufacture of ganja and 
bhang. In villages they grow the usual vegelables and lobaceo. Irrigation 
works have been started, and the condition ofthe ryot has improved, The 
forest yields a profitable revenue, in timber, chareoal, grass, gum and lac, 
Iron and the Vindhyan sandstones are the chief|mineral products, the latter 
being considered a fine building material. 

The Public Works Department of the Statcis doing very useful work, 
The Gwalior Light Railway runs for about 185 miles, and is maintained by 
the State at an annual cost of Rs. 44,00,000, the management being vested 
in the GL. P, Railway. There are at present in the Slate $85 miles of 
metalled roads, The postal department is directly under ihe State Post- 
master-General, and there are over a hundred post offices, besides Govern. 
ment telegraph and post offices at a dozen of the principal towns, 
During the severe famine of 1899-1900, which was very acute in Malwa, 
the State openeda large number of relief works al a cost of Rs, 382 
lakhs, besides many poor houses; fourteen lakhs of rupees were 
distributed towards gratuitous relief, and large remissions were granted {o 
cultivators, This is an eloquent testimony to the Maharajah’s sympathy 
with the poor and the distressed, 

His Highness evinces a deep and growing interest in the pros 
gress of education, There are two Aris Colleges at Lashkar (ihe 
modern capital) and Ujjain respectively, with high-schools attached 
to them, a high-school at Morar and 328 village schools, A Service 
school for training officials, a Sardars’ school and a Sardars’ Daughterg’ 
school for the children of the State Sardars, a Military school and an 
Engineering institution, are the special schools maintained by the 
State. The Gwalior Gazetie is published every week, and contains all 
State orders and general news. The Jayaji Rao Hospital at Lashkar 
has a midwifery class attached to il, aud is maintained by the State al an 
annual cost of neatly one lakh and a half, 


While the State spends 2-4. lakhs per annum on education, military 
expenditure claims annually about forty-two lakhs of rupecs, Very great 
attention is paid to military matters, and the army has three regiments of 
Imperial Service Cavalry, two battalions of Imperial Service Infantry and 
a Transport Corps, The Gwalior Transport Corps renderéd admirable 
service in the Chitral and Tirah campaigns. The other troops include 
two batteries of horse artillery, three bullock batteries, one clephant battery 
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and a total of thirty-six guns, The army is placed under the State Com- 
mander-in-Chicf, aided by a staff, Formerly the work of the police was 
carried on by the army, but in 1903 a regular police force, under a State 
Inspeclor-General of Police, was created on the British model. The State 
has three central jails, twelve district jails and pargana lockups,’ Car- 
pets, rugs and other articles are manufactured in these jails, 

Lashkar, the modern capital of Gwalior, is a fine city with several 
palatial buildings, and is administered by a Municipal Board, The Gwalior 
Fort is one of the most famous in India, It is described by an author as 
“The pearl in the necklace of the castles of Hind,” and has figured in 
Indian history since the sixth century. The fort contains many objects 
of historical and antiquarian interest. A rock-cut temple dedicated to Sri 
Vishnu, bears an ancient inscription of Rajah Bhoj of Kanauj, dated 
876 A.D. There are six palaces in the fort, four Hindu and two Mahomedan, 
hesides several smaller ones, many large tanks, temples and shrines, During 
the long reign of Rajah Man Singh (1486-1517) Gwalior became pre- 
eminent as the home of music, and Gwalior musicians were seen 
in all ihe principal courts. The old palace at Lashkar has been rebuilt, and 
is now called Maharajwara. Just below the fort are the Phul Baugh or 
flower gardens, The Elgin Club for the Sardars of the State, the 
Victoria College, the Jayaji Rao Hospital, the great Jai Bilas Palace 


‘with a fine Durbar Hall, the Moti Mahal and the General Post Office 


are places of interest in the city, The Chhatris or Cenotaphs of the 
Sindhias are good specimens of modern Hindu architecture, The Lashkar 
Brigade or military cantomment, not far from the city, contains the State 
Workshop, 

The tomb of Abu Fazl, the author of the Ain-i-Akbari, at Antri; 
the famous caves, locally known as the Panch Pandu, of great archesolo- 
gical interest, at Bagh; the Gadarmal temple of mediaeval Hindu architec- 
ture at Baro ; the Buddhistic remains at Bhilsa and the Chain Mosque at 
Narod, erected during the reign of Emperor Aurangzeb, are other places 
of importance, Ujjain, one of the seven sacred cities of India, was 
long the capital of Gwalior, The town of Chanderi was formerly noted 
for its fine muslins, but has lost its importance, as the industry has 
decayed. Gwalior city was also famous for stone-carving, glazed tiles 
and jewellery. 

The Maharajah leads an active and strenuous life, With a deep and 
unswerving loyalty to the British throne, he is ever ready to demonstrate 
more by deeds than by words his allegiance to the Sovereign Power, In 1900 
the Chief himself went {o China during the war, Atthesame time he 
provided a hospital-ship for the accommodation of the wounded. His martial 
qualities have always brought him {o the front, and His Highness is ever 
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ready to take the field in aid of the British. The Maharajah is a G.C,V.O,, 
and G.C.S.L, and an A.-D,-C, to His Imperial Majesty the King-I{mperor, 
His Highness holds also the 1ank of Honorary Colonel in the British 
army as well as in Skinner’s Horse. He has also received the Gold 
Kaisat-i-Hind medal,and the University of Cambridge has conferred upon 
His Highness the Honorary degree of LL, D, During the recent Coro- 
nation Ceremony in June last of Their Imperial Majesties in London, His 
Highness made a generous gift of £8,000 for charities. The gift includes 
£2,000 for the King-Emperor’s Hospital Fund in London, and £1,000 
each for the Naval, Military, and Civil Service Charitable Funds respective- 
ly. His Highness was entitled toa salute of nineteen guns in Brilish 
territory, and twenty-one guns within his own dominions, But at the 
Delhi Coronation Durbar of 1911, a personal salute of twenty-one guns 
was granted to him. In honor of Their Imperial Majestics’ memore 
able visit to India and in commemoration of the Delhi Coronation Dur- 
bar of 1911, His Highness bas gencrously and loyally offered to present 
the new Capital of India, the historic ctly of Delhi, with a fine statue of 
His Imperial Majesty King-Emperor George V. 


“Scindia”, writesan Anglo-Indian in Ze Loudon Observer, "is a soldier 
and statesman, financier and engineer, a mighty hunter of big game anda 
captain of industry He is as versatile as the Kaiser, as full of energy as 
Mr. Roosevelt. That he manages his own important Stale without a Prime 
Minister is only the least of his activities, His great weallh is not locked up, 
but is put fo reproductive uses, and he has been known to offer to take up 
an entire Government loan on his own accounl, He isa man of his hands, 
and when he builds a railway, can show his people how to drive the locomo- 
tives, Yet he is simplein his personal habits, and only those who have 
walked with him long hours in the moonlight “beside the big gun” on the 
terrace before his glorious palace, know the variety of his interests, and the 
piercing vision that lights his active brain, All the younger princes of India 
look to him for counsel and example.” 

When His Majesty the King-Emperor visited Gwalior as Prince of 
Wales in 1905, he was accorded a cordial and magnificent reception. 
In proposing the health of the Prince and the Princess of Wales, His 
Highness in the course of his speech, observed :— 


“Whatever useful work has been or is being undertaken in the various 
departments of my State, has but one ultimate goal—to help towards the 
stability of the British Empire, and with that end in view to ameliorate the 
condition of the people over whom Iam called upon to rule..s4ss0.. Wherever 
Your Highnesses travel in India, you will see on the triumphal arches and in 
the addresses read to you, the words ‘Loyalty and devotion to the Crown. 
Tf Tsay little on this subject, itis because I {eel all the more deeply, My 
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hope and ambition is that the day may come when my army and I may, by our 
acts, show not only what is on our lips but in our hearts.” 

His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales conveyed to His High- 
ness the Maharajah “my dear father’s warm messages of esteem and 
goodwill", and in referring to His Highness’s profound loyalty and 
deep attachment to the British throne, the Prince said :— 

“His (Maharajah’s) goal is the stability of the British Empire, and to 
attain that goal he sees that he must strive—and indeed he is striving with all 

this characteristic energy—to improve the condition of his people,” 

His Royal Highness further added :-— 

"Tam glad to have another message, which I am sute will please Your 
Highness, You have been appointed Honorary Colonel of the Indian Regi- 
ment of which I am proud to be the Colonel-iu-Chief; the 1st Lancers will 
be as delighted as I am to welcome you as one of us,” 

The full titles of His Highness are :— 

Major-General His Highness Mukhtar-ul-Mulk Azim-ul-Iktidar-Rafi- 
ush-Shan Wala Shikoh Mohtasham-i-Dauran Umdat-ul-Umara Maharajah- 
dhiraja Alijah Hisam-us-Saltanat Maharajah Sir Madho Rao Sindhia 
Bahadur Srinath Mansur-i-Zaman Fidvi-i-Hazarat-i-Malika-i-Mauzzama-i- 

» Rafi-ud-Darja-i-Inglishtan, G.C,S,L,G.C,V.0,, LL.D,,Maharajah of Gwalior, 
‘ A-D-C. 10 His Imperial Majesty the King-Emperor, 

The Maharajah owns an extensive territory, and young as he is, he 
has enjoyed rare honours, His administration has been highly successful, 
and his subjects are loyal, contented, peaceful and happy. His Highness 
has before him a Jong, bright and prosperous {uture, and if is to be hoped 
that, under his able guidance, Gwalior will take a distinguished place 
among the enlightened States of India, 


HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJAH 
SIR SRI RAMA VARMA BAHADUR, G.C.S.L, G.C.LE,, 
MAHARAJAH OF TRAVANCORE 


RICH in natural scenery, fertile in soil, never failing in its seasonal 
rainfall, Travancore is one of the most picturesque spots on earth. It is 
popularly known as Keralam or Malayalam, and it covers a total area of 
7091 square miles with a population of 34,28,975 in 1911, of whom two. 
thirds are Hindus, one-fourth Christians and one-sixicenth Mahomedans, 
Over one-half of the total area is covered by hills and forests, The latter 
yield valuable timber such as teak, blackwood and chony, while the land ° 
produces rice in abundance, which is the staple food of the country. ‘The 
mighty Western Ghats that skirt the province, ensure a never-failing 
supply of water, and thus protect the country against the ravages of 
famine, Théaverage annual rainfall is about 90 inches and the whole region 
is fed by a large number of rivers and slreams, The navigable back. 
waters of the province serve fo promote commercial prosperity, No better 
description of the State can be given than in the eloquent words of Lord, 
Curzon: “Here nature has spent upon the land her richest bounties ; 
the sun fails not by day, the rain falls in due season, drought is practically 
* unknown, and an eternal summer gilds the scene.” 

Of the early hisiory of Travancore, little is known. Tradition ascribes 
its foundation to Sage Parasurama who is said to have brought a Prince, 
named Bhanu, from the East Coast to rule over the State, It is an undisputed 
fact that Travancore has had an uninterrupted succession of Hindu sove- 
reigns from remote antiquity, After Parasurama, the Brahmin colonists 
gradually rose to power and became the virtual rulers of the province, 
Dissensions having broken out in their ranks, Keya Perumal from Keya- 
puram was invited fo govern the State, The Perumal dynasty consisting 
of twenty-five Perumals, lasted for over two centuries from'216 A.D, to 
428 A, D. One of ihe most famous in the line was Kulasckhara Perumal, 
otherwise known as Saint Kulasekhara Alwar, venerated by the Vaishnavite 
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sect. He is said to have reigned in peace and glory, and his name finds a 
permanent place in the hereditary titles of the rulers of Travancore. The 
last of these Perumals was Cheraman Perumal who divided the kingdom 
among his relations. Later on, the territory fell an easy prey to the 
Cholas, and later still to the Pandyas. But the conquerors from the east 
coast were not long allowed {o enjoy their supremacy undisturbed, as the 
focal chiefs broke out into revolt and wrested their Jost possessions 
from the foreign rulers, Subsequent to the battle of Talikota in 1565, 


“the State became feudatory to the Naik Kings of Madura. About 


the middle of the eighteenth century, Maharajah Marlanda Varma, 
the maker of modern Travancore, subdued all the petty chiefs who 
had set up independent rule within the State, and ascended 
the musnad as the overlord. He dedicated Travancore to Sri 
Padmanabha Swami. He was ably assisted by Rama Ayyan 
Dalawa, his Chief Minister, who was also the Commander-in-Chief 
of the State anny. In 1761 Rama Varma who succeeded Martanda 
Varma, constructed the historic Travancore lines, Haider Ali tried 
to take ihe State twice, but was repulsed through the aid of the Dutch, 
Tippu (son of Haider) also made two efforts to conquer the State, but 
without success, The British connection with Travancore begins from 


, 1684, when the East India Company established a factory at Anjengo not 


far {rom Trivandram, In 1795 a treaty was entered into between the 
Maharajah and the Honourable East India Company, by which the latter 
agreed {o protect the State from all foreign aggression. 


Rama Varma was succeeded by his nephew Rajah Balarama Varma 
who proved a weak ruler, There were intrigues in the courl, and 
an attempted insurrection was prevented in time, In 1805 another treaty 
was concluded with the British by which the annual subsidy to be 
paid by the Slate was fixed at eight lakhs, On the death of Balarama 
Varma, Rani Lakshmi Bai came to the throne, but left the administration 
solely in the hands of Colonel J, Munro, the Resident, When the Rani 
died in 1815, she was succeeded by Rama Varma II, a child, during 
whose minority Rani Parvathi Bai, sister of the lale queen, acted as 
Regent, Rama Varma took the reins of Government in 1829, 
and during his successful reign of seventeen years, several administra- 
tive reforms were-carried out, and the people were on the whole 
gontented and happy. In {846 Marlanda Varma, his younger brother, 
succecded him, After him came in 1862 his nephew, Rama Varma III, 
Earl Canning, the Governor-General and Viceroy of India, gave him the 
sanad, and allowed him the right of adoption in case of failure of natural 
fieits; The Rajah died in 1880, and was succeeded in 1885 by his brother, 
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Maharajah Rama Varma IV, the present ruler of the State, who has done 
nota little {0 promote the cause of good government within his dominions, 


His Highness Sri Rama Varma was born on the 25th Seplember 
1857, under the ascendancy of the star Afulam. We is therefore 
known as “Mulam Tirunal.” His early education was in the hands 
of an able tutor, Mr. Raghunatha Rao, who ultimately rose {o be 
Dewan-Peishcar in the Slaie, The royal pupil made steady progress both 
in English and Sanskrit. He was installed as Ruling Chief on the 19th | 
August 1885, when he was only twenty-eight years old, His xcellency 
Sir Mount Stuart Elphinstone Grant Duff, the Governor of Madras, 
wrote and congratulated His Highness on his accession to the throne: 
On the day of his installation His Highness issued a royal proclamation, 
which announced the remissions of the old arrears of assessment 
amounting in all to three lakhs and a half, and an annual grant of 
Rs. 1,500 for repairing and constructing wells, and assured his subjects 
that the free religious institulions of the land would be maintained, 
The young Prince was fortunate enough to have as his Ministers 
statesmen of great ability, such as Dewan Ramaicngar and Dewan Shankara 
Subbaiyar, both of whom laboured hard and zealously fur the well-being 
of the State, The great acts which will serve to perpetuate the memory of 
Dewan Ramaiengar, are the reform of the Revenue Survey and Selilement 
and of the administration of justice, and the establishment of a sound 
system of police, 


In honour of the celebration of the Golden Jubilee of Her Majesty 
the Queen-Empress Victoria, His Highness the Maharajah subscribed 
Rs, 10,000 10 the Imperial Institute in London and Rs, 2,000 to the 
Technical Institute in Madras, Also, the Victoria Jubilee Town Hall at 
Trivandrum and the Victoria Medical School and Hospital for women at 
Quilon, were founded by the State as fitting memorials of the benevolent 
rule of the Queen, At the Durbar held in this connection at Trivandrum, 
His Highness observed :—~ 


“Tt has pleased the Almighty to extend to half a century a reign at once 
beneficent and glorious, and while we unite in thanks-giving for this great 
mercy, we likewise pray that He may vouchsafe to prolong it to the 
longest span. We are justly proud of our liege lady sitting enthroned on the 
four quarters of the globe and islands in every ocean, sending forth her ships 
to collect and distribute the material blessings of the earth, and hor agents to 
carry everywhere the still higher blessings which humanise and elevate mans 
kind—herself endowed with every virtue which can adorn a Sovereign or 
grace a woman. Her armies have marched to viclory over forces mightier 
than her own,but never for vain glory, Her flag wherever it flies, is the aymboh 
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of prolection to the good and a sign in the air warning the wicked from their 
evil course,” 


In 1887-88 the State received a visit from H.E. Lord Connemara, 
Governor of Madras, and the event was commemorated by the opening of 
acentral market known as the Connemara Market, The same year 
His Highness proceeded ona tour to Bombay and Madras, While at 
Bombay, he met Their Royal Highnesses the Duke and Duchess of Con- 
naught, as well as Their Excellencies Lord and Lady Reay. 


In November 1888 the distinction of the Knight Grand Commander 
of the Most Exalted Order of the Star of India was conferred upon 
His Highness, In December of the following year His Highness had 
the rare pleasure of meeting His late Royal Highness Prince Albert 
Victor of Wales. The occasion is memorable, as it was the first time when 
a prominent member of the Royal House of England visited the State, A 
fitting reception was accorded to the heir-apparent to the British Throne, 
and the loyally of Her Majesty’s Indian subjects mianifested itself in a 
variely of ways. 


The Diamond Jubilee of Queen Victoria was celebrated in June 1897, 
and in commemoration of the event, the Diamond Jubilee Public Library 
"and the Victoria Orphanage were founded, Two years later Her Imperial 
Majesty was pleased to increase the personal salute of His Highness the 
Maharajah from nincteen to twenty-one guns. In the middle of 1900 the 
Staie was thrown into a gloom of sorrow on account of the death of the 
first Prince, Sri Martanda Varma, whom Lord Curzon described as “an 
amiable and accomplished Prince, a man of culture, of travel and learn- 
ing, the first graduale among all the Indian Princes, who scemed destined 
io casi fresh lusire upon the name of the famous ancestor which he 
bore,” On the 3ist August, His Highness, with the concurrence of the ‘ 
British Government, adopted into the royal family two princesses, Sethu 
Lakshmi Bai and Sethu Parvathi Bai from the Mavelikara family. The 
Ranis have been making steady progress in education, In November 
of the same year Their Excellencies Lord and Lady Curzon visited the 
State. In honour of the Viceregal visit andasa token of his admiration for 
the great Viceroy, His Highness instituted an annual prize of Rs. 500 in 
the Madras University wilh a view to encourage post-graduate research, 
On the memorable occasion of the Delhi Durbar of 1903 the King« 
Emperor conferred on [is Highness the additional title of Knight 
Grand Commander of the Most Eminent Order of the Indian Empire, 
The same year the Viceory presented His Highness with the Delhi 
Durbar Medal. 
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On the 19th August 1910, the Silver Jubilee of His Highness’s reign 
was celebraied with great joy and enthnsiasm throughout the State, Two 
congratulatory addresses were presented to His Highness-—one hy the 
Kerala Nair Samajam and the other by ihe general public. In the 
former address is the following paragraph :— 

“We rejoice to recognise in Your Highness the most constilutional of 
rulers, and to find in Your Highness’s actions a most happy blending of true 
conservatism with advanced progressivencss—to find Your Highnoss so sedul- 
ous to safeguard our ancient customs and yet so ready to adopt the improve- 
ments of modern western civilization, Your Highuess’s incessant and cons 
scientious application to the business of the State has made the King the 
hardest worked officer in the country.” 

We take the following extract from the People’s address }— 

“Ttis our hamble pride that no sovercign in history can show a more 
brilliant record of combined administrative beneficence and personal virtue ; 
and we fail to find words to adequately voice our sentiments on this occasion. 
It is a solemn truth that Your Highness has made such a thorough conquest of 
the people’s hearts, as it has never becn any other’s LO ACCOMPLISH. s.sreerreeeere 
Your Highness has a throne in every heart that throbs within Your Highness's 
realm, and posterity too will cherish Your Highness’s name as that of the best 
and greatest ruler of Tranvancore,” 

The administration of the State is conducted in the name and under 
the control of His Highness the Maharajah. The Legislative Council 
which was brought into existence in 1888, enacts laws, and the Dewan is 
the Chief Minister. A representative assembly, known as the Sri Mulam 
Popular Assembly, was formed in October 1904, with the object of cnabl- 
ing the people of the State to express directly to the Durbar, their wants 
and wishes, and represent their views on administrative measures, The 
members of this assembly were at first nominated by the State from 

“among the agricultural, trading, industrial and other classes, but from 
the second year the privilege of electing members to the Assembly was 
granted to the people themselves. Each taluk ordinarily returns a mem- 
ber, but with permission may send more than one member, Out of 
seventy, the total strengih of the Assembly, forty-two are the elected 
representatives of the thirty-two taluks of the State. For purposes of 
Land Revenue administration, the State is divided into live divisions, 
Each of the first four divisions is under the control of a Dewan~-Peishear, 
and the officer in charge of the remaining Devikulam division is 
styled Superintendent, These officers exercise the powers of a District 
Magistrate. 

Among the recent administrative changes mention may be made 
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of the abolition, as a tentative measure for five years, of the export duty 
on timber of all kinds ; the nomination to the Legislative Council of four 
non-official members from the Sri Mulam Popular Assembly; the 
tentative introduction of the system of village punchayats at select cen- 
tres ; the extension of the work of the Town Improvement Committees ; 
and the granting of the privilege to a few old towns of electing almost all 
their non-official members. 

The Revenue of the State for the year 1910-11 was Rs,1,28,09,000 and 
ithe expenditure amounted to Rs,1,18,62,000. Of the total revenue the 
land yielded Rs.36,99,000 and the excise Rs.24,57,000, Ont of the 
total expenditure the Public Works Department received Rs,25,65,000, the 
Dewaswoms or Religious Institutions and the Ottupuras or charitable in- 
stitutions together had Rs,14,48,000, Education received Rs,6,23,000, 
and Science and Arts over a lakh of rupees. The Law College, the only other 
iristitution of ils kind in the Presidency besides the one in Madras, has about 
200 students, and during 1909-10 its income and expenditure were Rs,13,047 
and Rs,10,738 respectively. The railway from Shencotta to Quilon 
originally constructed by the South Indian Railway Company, is not 
yet able to meet its expenses. Hence the Durbar continues to give 
every year 4 substantial amount to meet the deficit. The total area of 
the reserved foresis is 2,325 square miles and the net revenue 

. for 1910-11 was Rs.3,14,000. Agriculiure and other industries 
continue {o receive increasing support from the State,.There are 
experimental farms al select centres and also a silk farm, at Trivan- 
drum, Special attention is paid to the study of the manurial requirements 
of thestaple crops of the country. Periodical Exhibitions are held, In 
1910 there was an Agricultural Exhibition at Trivandrum under the 
auspices of the State, and two other Exhibitions were held under private 
agency at Ochira and Kitumanoor, respectively, There are at present 
66 factories in the State, half of which are for tea-making, The remainiag , 
factories are for the manufacture of tiles and bricks and coir yarn, the 
extraction of cocoanut oil, and the husking of paddy. The Public Works 
‘Department has done much to improve the Stale, Roads, bridges and 
‘culverts, canals and ferries, lighting, buildings, irrigation projects, and 
tanks and channels have received special attention, The Postal system 
has been extended, and there are 192 Anchal or Post offices and 227 
letter boxes, A survey of a railway linc from Quilon to Trivandrurh was 
sanctioned last year. 

Under the enlightened rule of the present Maharajah, there has 
been a matked progress in the education of the people in all its 
grades, During last year the ‘sysiem of education was remodelled, 
anda new Educational Code was brought into operation. The number of 
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educational institutions was 3,706 with 2,17,674 pupils and their total ex. 
penditure amounted io Rs.7,00,364, Of the Government Institutions, there 
are two Arts Colleges, one Law College, twenty-four secondary schools 
for boys and one for girls,350 elementary schools for boys, and eighty. 
three for girls, three Training schools, one Technical school, and four 
other special schools, Private Institutions are of two kinds, aided and 
unaided, Of the aided institulions, there are twenty-five secondary schools 
for boys, nine for girls, 1,167 elementary schools for boys, 114 for girls, 
two Training schools and twelve Technical schools, Of the unaided 
institutions there are two Arts Colleges, twenty-one secondary schools for 
boys, one for gitls, 1,852 elementary schools for hoys, twenty-cight for 
girls, one Training school, one Technical school and three other special 
schools, These are managed by the Christian missionaries and other 
private agencies. The control of the Law College has recently been 
transferred from the Educational Department of the State to the 
Travancore Chief Court. The percentage of scholars attending the 
sircar, the aided and ithe unaided schools, is 31, 38 and 81 respectively, 
Of the total population of the State, the percentage under instruc- 
tion is 74 and out of the strength of the gchool-going children 71 
per cent. are males and 267 per cent. are females, The State School 
of Arts, at Trivandrum, sold its manufactured articles in 1011 for 
Rs.4,856, and has received awards of silver and bronze medals at several 
public exhibitions, The Sanskril Patasala at Trivandrum wilh 183 
students, the Regimental school at Pangode for the benefit of the Nair 
Brigade sepoys wilh 104 pupils, and the Reformatory school at Trivan+ 
drum with only four pupils, are other spedial schools of importance, 


There are six hostels and boarding houses with 327 students, Besides 
these, the schools under missionary management have special arrange 
ments for the lodging and boarding of their pupils, The cause of elementary 
* education is sirengthened by the existence of twenty-six Education Boards, 
whose chief function is to enlist the sympathy and support of the people, 
and thus spread primary education, There are nine orphanages, all under 
missionary management. Out of 664 inmates, 103 are boys and 561 girls, 
Three of the orphanages receive aid from the Durbar. The Vernacular 
Press with twenty-eight periodicals is another educational agency in ihe 
State. 


There are 880 major and 1,186 minor Hindy temples maintained by 
the Durbar, The most important temple in the State, dedicated to Sri 
Padmanabha Swami at Trivandrum, has a government of its*own uncon 
nected with the State, The management and supervision of this temple 
vest solely in His Highness the Maharajah personally. Several wholly private 
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Hindu temples, both within and outside the State, receive fixed grants from 
the sirkar, 3300 Ottupuras or feeding honses for Brahmins are among 
other charitable institutions, There are twenty-two forts in all, the most 
famous, of them being the Udayagiri Fort, the Padmanabhapuram Fort 
and the Vattakotta Fort. In commemoration of the splendid services 
rendered to the State by Rajah Sir T. Madhava Rao as Dewan between 
the years 1858 and 1872, a bronze statue of the renowned statesman adorns 
the city of Trivandrum, There are also the Public Gardens, the Museum, 
cand the Observatory. The Sirkar owns forty-nine hospitals and dispensa- 
ries, besides a Lunatic Asylum anda Leper Asylum. Six hospitals are 
attached to jails, The Police force consists of one Superintendent, three 
Assistant Superintendents, forty-five Inspectors, 170 Head Constables and 
1,531 Constables, The system is worked on the British Indian model, 
There are fifty prison houses, the Central Jail being at Trivandrum. 
The Military force is efficiently maintained by the State, and consists 
of five regiments of Cavalry, Sappers, Artillery, Infantry and Imperial 
Service Troops, with six guns, 

The full titles of the Maharajah are—His Highness Sri Padmanabha 
Dasa Vanchi Pala Sir Rama Varma Kulasekhara Kiritapathi Manney 
Sultan Maharaja Raja Ramarajah Bahadur Shamsher Jung, GC, S, 1, 
. G,C.1, BE, Member of the Royal Asiatic Society, London, Officer de L’ 
"Instruction Publique, Maharajah of Travancore, 

The enlightened rule of the present Maharajah has tended to increase 
the moral and maicrial advancement of the Stale. Much of the conservatism 
of the Kerala land is breaking down, and modern civilisation is gradually 
dispelling the evil influences of priestly tyranny and of caste prejudice, 
and there are evidences of progress all around, This picturesque and idyllic 
country is full of interest {o the scholar and the antiquarian, happily 
blending in ifs progressive course both ancient Indian tradition and modern 
Western culture, Endowed with such advantages, Travancore, under the 
parental care of H, H. the present Maharajah, has already taken rank 
among the leading feudatory States of India. 


HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJAH 
SIR MADHO SINGH BAHADUR, 
G.C.8.1, GCLE, G.C.VO., LL. Dy 

MAHARAJAH OF JAIPUR 


Jaipur is the fourth largest State in Rajputana, It has an area of 
15,579 square miles with a population of 2,644,072. There is an elevated 
table-land in the centre, and many ranges of hills traverse the province. 
The Banas is the principal river with several tributaries, The climate in 
general is dry and healthy. 


The ruler of Jaipur is the acknowledged head of the Kachwaha clan 
of Rajputs, and he traces his descent to Kusa, the son of Sri Ramm, king 
of Ayodhya, ‘Towards the end of the third century, the Kachwahas 
who migrated to Central India, established themselves in Gwalior and 
Narwar, and they ruled over the country for nearly cight centuries, Vajra- 
daman was the first Kachwaba Chief who reigned at Gwalior, Tighth 
in descent from him was Tej Karan, otherwise known as Dulha Rai. 
He married a princess of Rajputana, and obtained the district of Daosa 
from his father-in-law, who left no male heir to succeed hint ; and 
at the beginning of the twelfth century Dulha Rai left Gwalior for Daosa. 
About 1128 the Kachwaha dynasty established itself in Eastern Rajputana, 
with Daosa as its capital, In 1150 one of Dulha Rai’s successors captured 
Amber, and made it the capital, It continued to remain as such until 
the modern capital of Jaipur was built in 1728 by Sawai Jai Singh. 
Another successor, Pajun by name, is said to have married the sister of 
Prithivi Raj Chauhan, the last Hindu king of Delhi, In the battle with 
Mahomed Ghori in 1192, both the chiefs were killed, The next chief of 
any note was Udai Karan who was the Chief of Amber towards the end 
of the fourteenth century, 


During the Moghul period, the Amber State passed into the hands of 
the Moghuls, Bahar Mal, ihe Rajput Chief who ruled over Amber 
between 1548 and 1574, was the first to pay homage to the Moghul 
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Emperor. Humayun raised him to the command of 5000, and Akbar 
the Great married his daughter. On the death of Bahar Mal, M4n Singh, 
his grandson, came to the gadi in 1590. He distinguished himself 
in the Imperial Army, and proved one of its most capable generals, He 
was subsequently raised to the command of 7000, Among his suc- 
ceasors, Jai Singh I, Guniliarly known as Mirza Raja, was a chief of great 
ability. During the reign of Aurangzeb, he was appointed commander 
over 6000 horse, One of his bravest acts was the capture of Sivaji, the 
great Mahratta chief, In 1668 Jai Singh died poisoned, it is said, by the 
Emperor, One of his successors was Jai Singh I, also known as Sawai 
Jai Singh, Sawai is a lille bestowed on the Hindu Chief by the Moghul 
Emperor, and it is borne to this day by all his descendants. In 
1699 Sawai Jai Singh, the founder of Jaipur, ascended the throne of Amber, 
He reigned peacefully at Jaipur for nearly half a century, and by his wise 
.and able rule raised the stale greatly to prominence, Endowed with high 
intellectual giffs, he was deeply interested in scientific studies, He caused 
many mathematical works of great value {o be translated into Sanskrit, and 
erected observatories at Jaipur, Delhi, Benares, Muttra and Ujjain, Soon 
afier his death in 1743, a portion of his territory was annexed by the Jats 
of Bharatpur. 

Towards the close of the eighteenth century, Jaipur was thrown into 
‘confusion and disorder on account of internal troubles, The Mahtrattas 
began to plunder the helpless inhabitants, and consequently the whole 
province presented a woeful scene, During the reign of Jagat ‘Singh, the 
British Government entered into a treaty with the Maharajah, and an 
alliance was formed against the Mahrattas, As Jagat Singh failed to 
co-operate with the British against the Holkar, the compact was dissolved 
in 1805. Asa result of the renewal of negotiations between the Jaipur 
State and the British Government, a treaty with the latter was concluded 
in 1818, by which the British promised to protect Jaipur from 
all foreign aggressions, and fixed a sum of eight lakhs as the annual 
iribule to be paid by the State. Jagat Singh died in 1818, and he was 
succeeded by his posthumous son, Jai Singh III, During the latter's 
minority, much corruption prevailed in the State. In 1820, a rebellion 

- broke out. Things drifted from bad to worse until at last they reached 
a climax in 1835, when Maharajah Ram Singh came to the gadi, 
The British Government was obliged to interfere in the internal 
management of the State, and lo adopt effective measures lo maintain 
order and peace, A Council of Regency with five of the prin- 
cipal nobles was formed, and the Political Agen! was empowered 
fo direct and control the Council, The Slate army was reduced, 
and many administrative changes were introduced. In 1842 the 
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Brilish Government made a remission of the arrears of tribute amounting 
to over forty-six lakhs of rupees, and further the annual tribute, payable 
by the State, was reduced to four lakhs, In 1851 Maharajah Ram Singh 
was invested with full powers, During the Mutiny of 1857, His High- 
ness placed the whole of his army at the disposal of the British, and ren- 
dered them valuable aid. In recognition of his loyal service the 
Supreme Government rewarded him with the grant of the pargana of Kot 
Kasim, In 1862 the privilege of adoption was allowed him, The following 
year he was created a Knight Grand Commander of the Most Exalted Order- 
of the Star of India, During the famine of 1868, his magnanimous and 
liberal conctuct won the admiration of the Government of India. At the 
Imperial Assemblage at Delhi in January 1877, he was granted a personal 
salute of twenty-one guns, and became a Counsellor of the Empire, 
During his memorable reign, the Staie enjoyed peace and prosperity, 
Roads were opened up, schools established, irrigation projects carried out, 
and gas and water works introduced, Having no male heir he adopted 
Kaim Singh, a lineal descendant of Jagat Singh at the time af his death, 
and accordingly with the approval of the British Government, Kaim Singh 
ascended the throne in 1880 under the title of Sawai Madho Singh IL, 


His Highness the Maharajah Madho Singh JJ, the present ruler ‘ol 
Jaipur, was born in 1862, As he was young, the adininistration was at 
first carried on by a council under the joint presidency of the Maharajah 
and the Political Agent. In 1882, two years aller accession, he was invested 
with full administrative powers. He began his reign under favourable 
auspices, and nobly followed in the footsteps of his predecessor, 
His reign has been peaceful, prosperous and successful, and the Luperial 
Government have, in appreciation of his able rule, bestowed several 
honors on him, In 1887 his salute was raised to nineteen guns, and 
subsequently in 1896, to twenty-one guns, as a personal distinclion, In 
1888 the title of G.C.S,I,, was conferred on him. In 1901 he was 
created aG, C. 0 E,, and in 1908, madeaG,C.V.0. In 190d. he was 
raised to the rank of an Honorary Colonel of the 18th Rajputs (the 
Shekhawati Regiment). In 1908 the Edinburgh University conferred on 
him the Honorary degree of LL. D, 


Several important changes in the administration of the State have 
been introduced, In 1889-90 the Imperial Service ‘Transport Corps was 
organised, Numerous irrigation works have becn constructed and hospitals 
and dispensaries have been established, His Highness's magnificent gift 
of twenty lakhs as an endowment to the Indian People’s Famine Relief 
Trust, is but one of the many instances of his philanthropy. In comba- 
ling the severe famine of 1899-1900, His Highness organised various 


iL. U, MI MAITARAJAIL OF JAIPUR 61 


relief works, chicfly irrigation projects. Twenty-one millions were 
relieved al a cost of about nineteen lakhs, In the villages and in the 
poor houses one million and a half were saved at a cost of a lakh, 
Forests were thrown open to free grazing and the poor were permitted to 
remove and sell grass and firewood, Remissions of land revenue were 
made lo the extent ol about twelve lakhs, and takavi was frecly distributed. 


In 1902 His Highness crossed the sea to witness the Coronation 
Ceremony of King Edward VII A special vessel was chartered for the 
‘occasion and the visit (o England was accomplished without vivlating any 
caste principle, His Highness carried with him stored on board the vessel 
water from the Ganges sufficient for the whole voyage, While in London 
His Highness gave generous donations of a quarter of a lakh to the Lady 
Curzon Scholarship branch of the Countess of Dufferin’s Fund, £5000 to 
the King’s Hospital Fund, one lakh towards the Transvaal War Fund, 
and five lakhs of rupees to the Queen Victoria Memorial Fund, In 1903 
Her Highness the Senior Maharanee fadanjee Sahiba gave a lakh of rupees 
io the Famine Fund, and again added to the same Fund another lakh of 
rupecs in honor pf the visit to Jaipur of H, R, H, The Princess of Wales, 

Among the Rajput States Jaipur has the largest population, of whom 
more than ninety per cent, are Hindus, and about eight per cent, Mahome- 
dans, The people in general are very conservative, The prevailing creed 
is Vaishnavism. Jaipuri or Dhundari, Bagri, and Dangi are the chief 
languages, A lille over one half of the population is engaged in agricul- 
ture, IL is interesting to learn that camels are usually yoked to the plough 
instead of bullocks, Bajra, barley and jowar are the staple food grains, 
Considerable attention is paid to the agricultural development of the State, 
Loans are regularly advanced to the cultivators for the purchase of seed 
and catile. Asum of Rs, 50,000 is annually provided for the improvement 
of wells, Of the important irrigation works mention may be made of 
the Ramgarh band, the Tordi Sagar, the Buchara band and the Kalakh : 
Sagar, The forest has an area of 283 square miles, and it yields an 
annual revenue of Rs, 24,000, 


The administration of the Stale is carried on by the Maharaja, 
assisted by a Council of ten members. The chief executive depart- 
ments of the State are the financial, judicial, and foreign, military and 
miscellancous, The normal revenue of the State is over sixty-six lakhs, 
of which the land yields forly-two lakhs, and the annual expenditure 
amounts to aboul fifty-nine lakhs, ‘Threc-fifths of its total area consist of 
grant lands held by nobles, ministers, priests, or courtiers, and two-fifths 
are known as khalsa or State lands, Jaipur has a coin of its own, Jhar 
Shahi, so called from its mint mark (Jhar meaning a spray of six sprigs or 
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branches), The current coins are gold mohurs, rupees, silver coins and 
copper pieces, 

Justice is administered by the Adalat Diwani or Civil Court, and the 
Faujdari Adalat or Criminial Courl, Both the civil and criminal courts are 
guided generally by the Codes of British India, ‘The Stale Council is the 
highest court of appeal, and exercises supreme jurisdiction in all matters, 
civil, criminal and revenue, When passing sentences of death, the council 
is presided over by the Maharajah in person, 

The Rajpulana-Malwa Railway runs through the State, and has 
a total length of 243 miles, The State line from the capital to 
Sawai Madhopur, a distance of 73 miles, 1s fast nearing completion, 
and the estimated cost amounts to about twenty-nine lakhs. Wool- 
len cloths and fabrics, cotion cloths and chintzes, marble sculp- 
ture, enamel work, pottery, and brass and lacquer work are the chief 
manufactures, The most noted of the Jaipur textiles are the Sanganer 
and Bagru chintzes (dyed and stamped cotton cloths), Jaipur is also 
famous for gold enamelling. Large banking and exchange business is 
done at the capital and in a few important towns, Salt is manufactured 
from the Sambhar Lake. 

Education is provided free throughout the Slate, About 25,000 
pupils are under instruction, There are three colleges, twenty-five 
secondary, 118 primary and five special schools, The special schools 
include the School of Arts, the Painting school and the Carpet Weaving 
schools. Of ‘the 753 educational institutions, 151 are public and 602 
private schools, The Durbar maintains seventy-seven of the public 
institutions. Female education is making slow progress ; there are cleven 
girls’ schools, of which nine are at Jaipur, 

The military force of the State consists of 5000 Infantry divided into 
eight regiments, 5000 Nagas (Irregular Infantry), 700 cavalry, 860 arlillery 
‘men and 100 camel sowars, with about 110 guns, Besides these, the Jagir- 
dars inainlain 6782 horsemen, who serve the Durbar whenever required, 
The Imperial Service Transport Corps, consisting of 1000 ponies and 00 
carts, was sent to Chitral during ihe campaign in 1895, and formed part 
of the Chitral Relief Force, In 1896, 200 more ponies were added to 
the Imperial Corps, Again in 1897-98, the Corps rendered valuable service 
during the Tirah campaign. The present strength of the Carps ig 1200 
ponies, 558 folding iron carts, 16 ambulance tongas, and 722 oflicers, Ls 
maintenance annually cosis the State 23 lakhs, The entire military 
expenditure amounts to about ten lakhs per annum, 


The Faujdar is at the head of the City Police and the force has a 
lotal of 855 constables and chaukidars. The District Police is under a 
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Superintendent, and it consists of eleven Deputy Superintendents, 160 
thanadars, 582 constables and 11,038 chaukidars, This department is 
maintained at an annual cost of 24 lakhs, There are the Central 
and District jails, Woollen carpets, cotton rugs and dusters are the chief 
jail products, 

Medical relief is afforded by twenty-nine hospitals and dispensaries» 
Seven of these are managed by the Jagirdars, and the rest ave maintained 
by the Durbar, They are under the contro! and supervision of the Resi- 
dency Surgeon. A smal! Residency Hospital is maintained by the British 
Government, There are, besides, Railway Hospitals and a Lunatic 
Asylum. The vaccination staff has forty-seven vaccinators. 

Jaipur, the capital, is the largest city in Rajputana. ‘The main streets 
are provided with gas-lights, ‘The Maharajah’s palaces, the Ram Newa’s 
Public Gardens, the Albert Hall, and the Edward Museum are worth see- 
ing. The last of these is named after King Edward VII, who, when he 
visited India as Prince of Wales, laid its foundation stone, It has a large 
and varied collection of art, industrial and educational exhibits, 

The postal department consists of forty-eight British postal and _tele- 
graph offices, Since 1861 the State has adopted a local system, and there 
are about one hundred local post offices, 

The (ull titles of His Highness are—His Highness Saramad-i-Rajaha- 
i»~Hindustan Raj Rajindra Sri Maharaja-dhiraj Sawai Sir Madho Singh 
Bahadur, G.C.S,1., G.C.LE,, G.C.V,0,, LL. D., Mahavajah of Jaipur. The 
Maharajah is liberal and progressive in his views. ‘The ruler of the largest 
Rajput State, His Highness has before him along and bright career of 
public usefulness, Simple in taste and habits, highly religious, and generous 
at heart His Highness has by his beneficent rule secured for him the 
lasting gratitude and devotion of his peaceful and contented subjects, 


HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJAH 
COLONEL SIR SHAHU CHHATRAPATHI MAHARAJ, 
6.698,1,¢601.8,60V.0, GL D, MB A S., 
MAHARAJAH OF KOLHAPUR 


AmonG the Mahratta States, Kolhapur ranks very high andis of 
special interest, Its ruler represents the family of the great Sivaji, who 
was descended from the Ranas of Udaipur and welded the Mahrattas into 
a people and worked for the political pre-eminence of Maharashtra in Inctia, 
The history of Kolhapur may be roughly divided into three periods: the 
mythical; the Mahomedan, from the middle of the fourteenth to the 
beginning of the eighteenth century; and the modern, Recent discoveries 
of copper and lead coins and of some brass models disclose that about 
the first century of the Christian era, the territory must have been governed 
by members or Viceroys of the great Shatakharni or Andrabhrilya family 
in North Deccan, From the Andrabhrityas it passed to the Kadambas in 
500 A. D, The western Chalukyas then subdued and continued to rule 
over the country till 1180, but for a short inteival, when the Rashtraleulas 
wrested it from them in 978, The country next passed into the hands of 
the Kolhapur Shilahars who in turn gave place to the Dovagiri Yadavas, 
” The latter continued in possession of it till the subversion of the Bahmini 
Kingdom about 1347 A D., when Kolhapur and the adjoining territories 
became part of the independent kingdom of Bijaputy 

Kalhapur again came into political prominence, when Tara Bai, the 
mother regent of Sivaji II, a grandson of the great Sivaji byhig son, Rajaram, 
made it her capital, Sivaji II who died in 1721 A, D, was succeeded 
by his brother, Sambhaji HI, who passed away in 1760, when Sivaji 11) 
came to the gadi, His reign was an eventful one, Just a year after his 
accession io the throne, the great battle of Panipat was fought, 
which shook the Mahratta power to its foundations and 
threw the country into political confusion, General Wellesley, 
the future Duke of Wellington, was engaged in a campaign, 
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against Scindia and the Rajah of Berar, when he intimated 
to the Kolhapur Rajah that he would not permit any aggression against 
the allies of the English, Subsequently hostilities began between the 
Rajah of Kolhapur and the Nipani Chicf, and in the battle of Saigaon m 
1808, the former was defeated. To maintain peace a wedding was 
arranged between the Niparii Chief anda princess of Kolhapur, This 
alliance, however, did not prove advanlageous, inasmuch as the 
bridegroom tan off with his wife, and soon showed signs of hostility, 
The Rajah of Kolhapur then entered into a treaty with the British, which 
pnt anend to all further disturbances, According to the terms of the 
treaty; the Rajah ceded to the British the harbour of Malvan and its de- 
pendencies, gave up all his claims to Chikodi and Manoli, and further 
agreed not to attack any foreign State without the consent of the Supreme 
Government to whom all disputes were to be referred, The English in 
return renounced all their claims against the Rajah, and guaranteed to 
protect his territories against the aggression’ of any foreign power or State. 
Kolhapur thus became a Protected State in alliance with the British 
Government, 

Sivaji IIL died in 1812, leaving two sons, Shambu and Shahaji, famili- 
‘arly known as Aba Saheb and Bava Saheb, Aba Saheb was murdered 
in 1821. The British Government then recognised the claims of Shahaji 
or Bava Saheb, and placed him on the gai. He increased his army and 
aliacked his own feudatories and subjects, and also the allies and the 
subjects of the British, Thereupon the English sent an army in 1826 
against Kolhapur. Afler some resistance, the Rajah came to terms and 
he had to reduce his army and to refrain from disturbing the public 
peace and molesting the Kagal and Ichalkaranji Jaghirs, But the treaty 
fully acknowledged the independence of the Rajah as a sovereign prince, 
As he violated this treaty, another treaty within a year anda half was 
concluded, Je was now allowed to keep only 400 horse and 800 foot 
in addition to the garrisons for his forts. The British resumed the 
districts of Qhikodi and Manoli, and also Akivat, a notorious haunt of 
robbers. ‘The Rajah agreed to pay a compensation of Rupees one lakh 
and a half to those who had suffered from lis lawless violence, and to 
transfer temporarily territory yielding Rs. 50,000, towards the liquidation 
of this debt, In ratification of this treaty it was stipulated that British 
garrigons should be received into theforts of Kolhapur and Panhala, the 
expense of their maintenance being defrayed by ihe Rajah. These engage 
ments with the British Government were again violated for the third 
time; and consequently a force was sent against him,and a definite treaty 
was concluded in October 1827, when a chief minislcr was appointed to 

_ advise the Rajah in all administrative matters, The Rajah died sud- 
denly on dhe 28th November ' 1888, leaving two sons, Sivaji IV and 
9 
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Shahu, commonly known as Baba Saheb and Chima Saheb. Baba Saheb 
was a minor, anda regency was formed consisting of his mother, his 
aunt (Dewan Saheb) and four Karbharies, !'he Dewan Saheb who was 
powerless, could nat get on smoothly with the turbulent elements that 
formed the Kolhapur Durbar, and so the British Government made Naji 
Krishna Pandit,a Mahratta Brahman of great ability, Dewan of the 
State. In restoring order he made many enemies, and an insurrection 
arose, which was suppressed by British troops, A Political Supcrin- 
tendent was appointed to secure the future tranguillity ol the country, 


The British Government, in recognition of the Joyalty of the Rajah 
during the Mutiny of 1857, conferred on him the Order of the Star of India 
and granted hima sanad of adoption. In 1862 they invested him with 
full administrative authority, defining his powers, and providing for the 
liquidation of the debt still due to them, Baba Saheb dicd in August 1864, 
Ic had a son by his wife, the daughter of the Gackwar of Baroda, but the 
heir died young. ‘The Rajah of Kolhapur, therefore, adopted on his death- 
bed Nagoji Rao (Rajaram), the son of his eldest sister, according {o the 
law and custom prevailing there; and the Government of Bombay, 
after approving the adoption, appointed an Assistant Political 
Agent, who, in addition to his other duties, was entrusted with 
the education of the Prince, A Parsi graduate was also appointed tutor, 
and the Prince was made to reside far from the unwholesome influence of 
the Palace and in close vicinity to the Residency, The young Prince was 
docile, intelligent, and amiable, and he created a favourable impression 
on the public. He went to Europe in May 1870, accompanied by his 
guardian, Gaptain E. W, West, his tutor, and a few servants, The Prince 
was presented to Her Majesty the Queen-Empress, and he formed the 

“acquaintance of many leading men in England. He suddenly took ill, 
and in spite of all that medical skill and human aid could do, he passed 
“away at Florence on the 30th November 1870, His remains were 
cremated on the banks of the Arno according to winds rites, A cupola 
and a bust of the deceased mark the spot, : 


As Rajaram left no issue, his widows were allowed to adopt an heir, 

and they selected one Narayana Rao, son of Dinkar Rao Bhonsle, The 
Government approved the selection, and the boy who was nine years 

old, was adopted in 1871 and named givaji V, Within a few years, however, 
-he showed signs of insanity. In March 1882, a Council of Regency wag 
appointed with Jayasing Rao Ghaige Sarjerao Vazarat Ma-ab, the Jahagirdar 

of Kagal, as Regent, assisted by three Members, the Dewan, the Chief Judge 

vand the Chief Revenue Officer, On the 25th December 1883, Sivaji 
Chhatrapathi Maharajah died at Ahmednagar. The Maharanees, with the 

. gonsent of the British Government, elected Yashwant Rao, otherwise known 
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as Baba Saheb, the eldest son of the Regent, to succeed the deceased 
Maharajah, Ger Highness Anandibai Saheb, the widow of His Highnes 
the Maharajah Sivaji Chhatrapathi, accordingly adopted Yashwant Rao 
on the 17ih March 1884, under the style and title of Shahu Chhatrapathi 
Maharaj. He was born on the 26th June 1874 and was therefore ten 
years of age at the time, During his minority, the affairs of the State 
were conducted by the Council of Regency. 

The young Prince received his education under a competent European 
tutor, Mr. S. M, Fraser, who has shaped and moulded the character cf 
many a Chief in India. Shahu Chhatrapathi Maharaj made progress in his 
studies, and when he attained his majority in 1894, he was allowed to ex- 
ercise full administrative powers in the Principality, He has cultivated a 
good understanding with the neighbouring Chiefs, and has further cemen- 
ted his connection with the house of Gaekwar by his matriage with a prin- 
cess of that family, He holds the first rank among the Ruling Princes of the 
Bombay Presidency, and is one of the four great Mahratta Chiefs, the other 
three being Baroda, Gwalior, and Indore, In 1900 he obtained the heredi- 
tary distinction of Maharajah, He was present in London in 1902 to parti- 
cipate in the coronation festivities of His late Majesty King Edward VII. His 
Highness the Maharajah enjoys the distinctions ot G, C. S. 1, and G, C. 
V. O., and he is also an LL, D, of the Cambridge University, and member 
of the Royal Agricultural Society of England, At the last Delhi Durbar, 
His Highness was created a G.C.1,E, He is entitled to a salute of 
twenty-one guns (including two guns personal), On the Ist January 1915, 
His Highness was appointed honorary Colonel of the 103rd Maratha 
Light Infantry, 

The area of Kolhapur is 3,165 square miles and the population is 
about 900,000 of whom 90 per cent. are Hindus and the rest, Mahome- 
dang and Christians. The Mahrattas form the majority of the Hindu 
population, There are also Lingayats, Mahars and Sutars. The province ‘ 
consists of portions of the two old Hindu divisions of Maharashtra and 
Carnatic, The soil is of four kinds—black, red, alluvial and white. Jowari, 
rice, nachni and bajri are grown in abundance. Other crops are sugar- 
cane, tobacea, cotton, chillies, etc, A few coffee and cardamom, and tea 
plantations yield a small revenue, Irrigation works are rare, the water 
supply for purposes of cultivation being cluefly from wells or pools dug in 
stream beds, ‘The area ol reserved forest is J41 square miles, while 182 
square miles are prolected. ‘I'he forest produces teak, sandal, blackwood, 
myrabolam, grass, and honey, The comb of the pova bee which 1s highly 
prized, is found in the hollows of rocks and decayed trees, In the western 
portion of Kolhapur there are hill slopes and valleys. The central: ‘portion 
which is, mosily fertile, has also several ranges of hills, Right large 
streams water the State, anc during the rainy season they are navigable 
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for boats. Rankala is the chief lake in. the State, Kolhapur is 1,800 fect 
above the sea-level, and has a temperate climate. 

There are nine Municipalities, The land revonue administration is 
carried on by the Chief Revenue Officer corresponding to the Commis- 
sioner of a British Division, There are three kinds of land tenuro—alicna« 
ted or inami, State or sheri, and personal or ryotwari, ‘The inam lands are 
sub-divided into personal, religious and political grants, and also grants 
for non-military service. State or sheri lands are the personal holdings of 
the Maharajah and are in the charge of Revenue Officers, who lease them 
to the highest bidder for a fixed period. The revenue of the State is nearly 
fifty lakhs of rupees. The British rupee is the current coin, His Highness 
maintains a military force of more than 700 men, The strength of the 
police is about 900, maintarned at a cost of nearly a lakh of rupecs, 
There is a central jail at Kolhapur with seventeen subordinate jails at 
different places, 

- Kolhapur has nine feudatories, of whom four are important, namely, 
the Jahagirdars of Vishalgad, Bavda, Kagal Senior, and Ichalkaranji. The 
Jahagirdar of Vishalgad, popularly known as Pant Pratinidhi, is a Deshasth 
Brahmin, The Jahagirdar of Bavda, commonly called Pant Amatya, is 
also a Deshasth Brahmin, The Jahagirdar of Kagal Senior is a Mahratla, 
and his family name is Ghatge, The present Jahagirdar is the brother of 
His Highness in his natural family, and in addition to the personal distin- 
tions of C, S. L, and C, [, E,, he holds the hereditary titles of “ Sarjerao" 
and “ Vajarat-ma-ab,” The Jahagirdar of Ichalkaranji, styled Ghorpade, 
isa Konkanasth Brahmin, and his family name is Joshi, The hereditary 
title of Pant Sachiv has been recently conferred upon the Jahagirdar by 
His Highness. 

The State proper is divided into six petas or talukas and four mahals, 
and is administered by the Maharajah, His Highness exercises full sovereign 

" powers, civil and criminal, and also passes sentences of death, ‘There 
are nearly seventy criminal courts wilh powers ranging from those of a 
third-class Magistrate to those of a Sessions Judge, ‘The Feudatory 
Jahagirdars are empowered 1o sentence up to seven years and are also 
invested with the civil powers of a District Judge. 

Education has made steady progress. There are about 260 institu. 
tions, including a College (Rajaram College), a High School and a Techni« 
cal School, Some of the institutions are entirely supported by the 
Christian Missionaries, ‘he Durbar maintains over a dozen libraries, and 
the principal one 1s at the capital city. 

His Highness the Maharajah isin the prime of lile, vigilant, saga+ 
cious ane active. By supporting the righis and privileges of his subjects 
and governing them with justice and moderation he has proved himself 
worthy of the confidence which the Paramount Power haajreposed in him, 











H, H, THE MAHARANA OF UDAIPUR (OR MBWAR) 


HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJAH DHIRA] MAHARANA 
SIk FATEH SINGH}! BAHADUR, G.C.S.1,,G.C,1, B., 
MAHARANA OF UDAIPUR (OR MEWAR) 


Mewar, otherwise known as Udaipur, is situated in the south of 
Rajputana, The mountainous country in the south-west is known as the 
Hilly Tracts of Mewar, The total area of the Stale is 12,691 square miles 
with a population of 1,272,518, of whom 80 per cent are Hindus, The 
Aravali Hulls traverse the Slate. The Chambal and its tributary and the 
Banas are the principal rivers, Of the numerous Jakes and tanks the finest 
_ are the Dhebar lake or Jai Samand, the Raj Samand at Kankroli and the 
Udai Sagar, the Pichola and the Fateh Sagar near the capital. 

‘Maharana’ is the tile of the rulers of Udaipur, Among the Rajput 
Chiefs the Maharana holds the highest rank, and it is the pride of the royal 
house of Udaipur that the Maharanas never contracted any matrimonial 
alliance with any other Rajput Chief, but remained pure Kshatryas ; for 
during the Moghul reign in India, there were intermarriages between the 
other Rajput houses and the Moghul princes, 

The Maharana traces his descent to Kusa, the elder son of Sri Rama 
of the Ramayana, In the beginning this family ruled in Sourashtra, One 
of ils members Bapa Rawal happened to see an ascetic named Harita on 
the hills who advised Bapa to adore the god Shiva, In 734 A, D,, in his 
twentieth year, Bapa took Chittor from its ruler Man Singh of the Mori 
clan of Rajputs and conquered many other countries besides, He was a 
very glorious and heroicruler. In the early part of the fourteenth century 
Ratan Singhji Lruled at Chiltor, He was killed in 1303 in the prolonged 
siege of Chitlor by Alauddin Khilji, The Mahomedans held the fort for 
some ime, Bhuvan Singhji, ninth in order of generation from Ratan- 
Singhji, recovered it, In 1325 in the bate which was fought between 
Lahshman Singhji, the great-grandson of Bhuvan Singhji, and Muhamad 
Toglak of Delhi, the later took the fort and gave il to Maldeva Souagra H 
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but Hamir Singhji, sixth in descent from Bhuvan Singhji, retook the 
fort from Maldeva by fighting with him and firmly established his rule, 
Being annoyed at this action of the Maharana, Muhamad Toglak invaded 
Chittor, and, in the battle which ensued, he was defeated and taken prisoner, 
and, three months after, ransomed by ceding the districts of Ajmere, Ran- 
thambhor, and Shivpur, paying fifty Jakhs of rupees and giving one hun- 
dred elephants to the Maharana, Hamir Singhji died in 1364, and the State 
enjoyed continued prosperity for a long time under the rule of his able 
successors, the chief of whom were Maharana Laksha Singhji or Iakhaji 
(1882-1397), Maharana Kumbhaji (1483-1468), and Maharana Rai Malji 
(1478-1508), 

During the illustrious reign of Maharana Sangram Singhjil or Sangaji 
the State of Udaipur reached the zenith of its prosperity and is said to have 
yielded a revenue of ten crores. Mahatana Sangaji was famous for his 
heroisin and courage, He defeated the sovereigns of Delhi and Malwa in 
no fewer than eighteen pitched baitles and extended his dominions, In 
the meantime Babar, the first Moghul Emperor of India, invaded Delhi, 
then the capital of Ibrahim Lodi, whom he defeated in battle, and captured 
both Agra and Delhi, The Maharanas were on il] terms with the crowned 
heads of Delhi. This ill-feeling did not cease when Babar became the 
Emperor ; and when he took the fort of Bayana from Nizamkhan and 
Mewat from Hasankhan, the Maharana marched against him to recover 
the fort and to assist Hasankhan, Babar sued much for peace through 
the Rajah of Raisen who formed part of the Maharana’s armics, but, the 
Maharana not agreeing to il, took to war, On the 21st February 1527, 
Babar sustained a defeat and the imperial army was put to flight, At this 
moment loo Babar tried for peace in vain (hough he offered to pay 
tribute, Had the imperial army been attacked once more, it would have 
been completely tauted. In the battle which tuok place al Khanua on 
the 16th of March the Maharana received an atrow in his eye and fainted. 
Consequently he had to be taken off from the battlefield and his army 
fought to the bitter end, The Maharana collected an army fora fresh 
battle, but disloyal people poisoned him on this aecasion, He wag succees 
ded by his son, Ratan Singhji Il, whose rule lasted only for tour years, 
During the reign of his successor, Vikramadilyaji, internal dissensions 
broke out and disorder prevailed. Meanwhile Bahadur Shah of Gu jrat seized 
the opportunity, invaded Mewar in 1534, and took Chittor. When Chittor 
fell into the hands of the enemy, the Rajput women ascended the funeral 
Pyre and the garrison rushed forth to destruction, Bahadur Shah was 
subsequently defeated by Humayun, Vikramadityaft then regained his lost 
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possessions but was assassinated in 1584 by Banbir, the illegitimate son of 
Maharana Sangaji’s brother, who assumed control over the State. Two 
years later Banbir was dethroned by Vikramadityaji’s brother, Udai Singhji, 
who founded the city of Udaipur in 1559, Udai Singhji now became the 
ruler of the State. His peaceful rule lasted from 1537 to 1572, In 1867 
Chittor was besieged for the last time during the reign of the Emperor, Akbar 
the Great, The Maharana was already gone towards Rajpipla, His forces 
ran into the jaws of death after a ight of four months, and the fort fell 
into the enemy's hands, Udai Singhji was succeeded by his son, Partab 
Singhji I (1572-1597), who fought several battles againgt Akbar’s armies 
and of these that of Haldighat is widely known. It took place on the 
2ist May 1576, Amber Kunwar Man Singh was in command 
of the imperial forces numbering 80,000, while the Maharana’s army 
amounted to 20,000 only. During the battle the imperial forces began to 
flee, But at this momenta rumour got afloat that the Emperor himself 
had come to the field which emboldened his troops, and the Maharana’s 
army being baffled, the Maharana went away towards Gogunda, This 
battle was followed by several others, anda large part of Mewar was in 
the enemy’s hands; but it was in the reign of this very Maharana that all 
the: provinces were recovered except Ajmere, Mandalgarh, and Chittor, 
‘Amar Singhji T came to the throne after Partab Singhji. He fought several 
fights against Jahangir’s forces, in which Prince Perwez and the Generals 
Mahabat Khan, Abdullakhan, etc, were disappointed owing to a series of 
defeats, and Jahangir did not succeed in his efforts to subdue the 
Maharana, Then Jahangir himself came down as far as Ajmere and sent 
Prince Khurram to wage war with the waharana, Eventually a_ treaty 
was entered into between Jahangir and the Maharana, which decided that 
the Maharana would not meet Jahangir personally, and that his Kun- 
war only would go to the Emperor, In 1620 Karan Singhji, son of Amar 
Singhji, ascended the throne and reigned for eight years, After him came 
Jagal Singhji (1628-1652), during whose kindly sway Mewar enjoyed 
uninterrupted peace, He was succeeded by Maharana Raj SinghjiI 
(1652-80), - 
When Aurangzeb became Emperor of Delhi, he imposed the capita. 
tion tax of Jazia on the Hindus whom as a devout and bigoted Mahomedan 
-he treated with cruelty, This act of the mmperor immediately drew forth 
the digniGed remonstrance of the Maharana. In the course of his letter 
the Maharana abserves j— 
‘In fine, the tribute you demand from the Hindus is repugnant to 
justice : itis equally foreign to good policy, as it must impoveiish the 
‘country : moreover it is an innovation and qn infringement of the laws of 
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Hindustan. But if zeal for your religion hath induced you to determine 
upon this measure, the demand ought, by the rules of equity, to have been 
made first upon' Ram Singh, who is esteemed the principal amongst the 
Hindus, Then let your well-wisher be called upon with whom you will 
have less difficulty to encounter ; but to torment ants and flies is unworthy 
of an heroic or generous mind. It is wonderful thai the ministers of your 
Government should have neglected to instruct Your Majesty in the rules 
of rectitude and honour, ” 


On receipt of the letter, the Emperor was so enraged that he gave 
instant orders for a Jatge army to march against the Maharana, Where. 
upon the imperial forces captured several cities. When this news reached 
the Maharana, he set off from Udaipur towards Kumbhalgarh, In 1662 
there was aterrible famine, To relieve the distress of his subjects, he 
built the dam which now forms the Raj Samand lake. Tn 1681 his son, 
Jai Singhji, entered into a treaty with Aurangzeb and built the dam 
of the Dhebar lake (Jai Samand), After Jai Singhji came Amar Singhji 
lI, who ruled from 1698 to 1710, When Shah Alam confiscatad 
Jodhpur and Amber, Maharajah Ajeet Singhji of Jodhpur and Maharajah 
Jai Singhji of Amber came to Udaipur to get aid from the Maha- 
tana. He gave his daughter in marriage to Jai Singhji, when it was agreed 
upon that the Maharana’s daughter would be considered as the queen of 
the highest rank, and the remaining queens be looked upon as inferior.{o 
her; that the son given birth to by the Maharana’sdaughter would be the 
heir-apparent; and that the daughter so born would not be given in marriage 
to Mahomedan kings, Then the Maharana sent his own armies to the aid of 
both the Maharajahs and got their States restored to them, At a later 
period Mewar suffered cruclly at the hands of the Mahrattas, 


In 1817 the British Government which was growing in power and 
influence determined to extend its protection over the States of Rajputana, 
Bhim Singhji 1, who was Maharana fram 1778 to 1828, concluded a treaty 
with them in 1818, Later on in 1826 another treaty was entered into 
between the Maharana and the English, by which the former's, tribute to 
ithe East India Company was fixed at. three lakhs of rupees of the local 
coin, In 1846, however, the tribute was changed to iwo lakhs of rupees 
of the imperial coin, On the death of Bhim Singhji, Jawan Sjnghji ascen- 
ded the throne and ruled over the State till 1838, One of his successors on 
the gadi, Sarup Singhji, rendered valuable aid to the British during the 
Indian Mutiny, On his death in 1861, Maharana Shambhu Singhji came 
to the (throne. He reigned between 1861 and 1874 and wag popular 
amangst his subjects for his good government, In appreciation of ihe 
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Maharana’s philanthropy during the famine of 1868-69, the British 
Government in 1871 conferred on him the title of G, C, S. 1. 

Shambhu Singhji was succeeded by his first cousin, Sajjan Singhji. 
During his minority the administration of the State was in the hands of a 
Council of Regency aided by the Political Agent. In the Delhi Durbar of 
1877 he was accorded a personal salute of {wenty-one guns; and in the 
Durbar held at Chiltor in 1881 he was made a Grand Commander of the 
Exalted Order of the Star of India, He died in 1884 without leaving an heir. 
Thereupon Fateh Singhji, a descendant of Maharana Sangram Singhji II, 
was installed in 1885 as the ruler of the State, For a few months he was 
personally assisted by the Resident in the administration of the State, 
Afterwards he was invested with full ruling powers. In 1887 the Order of 
the Knight Grand Commander of the Star of India was conferred on him. 
The same year he abolished all transit duties in the State (except that on 
opium) in commemoration of Her Imperial Majesty’s Golden Jubilee. 
In 1897 he was accorded a personal salute of twenty-one guns ; and in the 
Imperial Delhi Durbar of December 1911 the title of G, C, I. &, was con- 
ferred on him, Daring his memorable reign a railway was constructed 
from Chittor to the capital city, A settlement system was also 
introduced, 

The administration of the State is carried on by the Maharana 
assisted by two ministerial officers, who with their staff form the Maha- 
kmakhas (the chief executive department), The Civil and the Criminal 
Courts are guided by the ancient JZindu Law and local customs, the codes 
of British India being also consulted, The highest court is ptesided over 
bythe Maharana, The State yiclds an annual revenue of about thirty 
lakhs of rupees, 

The total strength of the State army is 5,527 of all ranks—2,534 Regu- 
lars and 2,998 Irregulars, The Regular troops consist of 1,811 Infantry, 408 , 
Cavalry, and 315 Artillery, The Irregulars include 2,385 Infantry and 608 
Cavalry, Tho State also possesses 128 guns. The army is maintained at 
an annual cost of about six and three quarters of a lakh, The Durbar pays 
annually a sum of Rs, 50,000 towards the maintenance of the Bhil cords 
at Kherwara, The duties of the Police are performed by the Irregulars. 
Thereis a Central Jail at Udaipur, where carpets, rugs, blankels coarse 
cloth, rope, etc. are manufactured, 

About 60 per cent. of the tolal population are agriculturists. Among 
the principal crops are maize, jowar,til, cotton, sugarcane, wheal, barley, 
and gram, Poppy was once extensively grown over an area of 55,000 
acres, but ils cullivation has undergone gradual decrease and now it is con- 
fined to about 2,500 acres only, A system of isrigation covers one-fourth of 
the cultivable area, Tho forests of Mewar yield an annual revenue of 
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Rs, 27,000 as against an expenditure of Rs, 15,000, The State is rich in 
minerals, Jawar is famous for its lead and zine mines. Tron mines exist, and 
sandstone is found in abundance, [excellent white marble of superior 
quality is obtained at Rajnagar, while black marble is found near Chittor, 
Besides these there are quarries of stones ol various colours. ‘There are 
ginning and pressing factories worked by the Durbar at Bhilwara, Kapasin, 
and Gulabpura. 

Educational progress is slow but steady, The Staic maintains forty- 
three svhools for boys and one for girls, Seven schools are managed by the 
United Free Church Mission, three by the Church Missionary Society, and 
two by the Mewar Bhil corps, There are only three secondary schools—one 
High School at the capital and two Anglo-Vernacular Middle Schools at 
Bhilwara and Chittor, Besides these schools, there are indigenous insti« 
tutions, viz,, maktabs and patasalas, of which’ there are twenty-two at the 
capital. The total expenditure on education is Rs, 36,000, of which more 
than half is realised through the special cess on agriculiurisis in sotMled 
districts, 

There are forty-one imperial post offices, four of which are also 
telegraph offices, A local postal system known as the Brahmni Dai is 
maintained for the conveyance of State and private correspondence 
to and from places not served by the imperial system as it is done 
elsewhere. Though vaccination is not compulsory, ils need is inerea- 
singly recognised and ihe department has a trained stafi, The State has 
fourteen hospitals and six dispensarics including the military hospitals at 
Kherwara and Koira, The famous fort of Chittor, known for its 
historic sieges, was, according fo tradition, built by Bhim, the second of 
the Pandavas, Inside the fortis the Kirti Stambha, or the Tower of 
Fame, erected during the tenth century of the Vilvam era, The Jai 

_Stambha, or the Pillar of Victory, was built in 1448 to commemorate 
the battle fought against Mahmud in 1439, ‘The fine palace at Udaipur is 
the largest in Rajputana. 


During His Majesty's first visit 10 Indiaas Prince of Wales,’ His 
Majesty was accorded a very enthusiastic and loyal reception at Udaipur 
At the Sate banquet held in honour of the Prince of Wales, the Maharana, 
while proposing the health of the royal guest, referred in glowing terms to 
the great consideration and interest evinced by the British Government in 
the well-being and prosperity of the State, He added: “The State has 
always been loyal to Government and will ever remain so, I assure Your 
Royal Highness and His Imperial Majesty the King-Emperor of my ever+ 
lasting friendship and loyalty.” In the course of his cloquent reply the 
Pringe observed ;— We have heard much of the Rajpuls and haye had 
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the pleasure of meeting those of other clans in England; but to realise the 
splendid traditions of chivalry, freedom and: courtesy which are the proud 
possession of the Rajput, one must see him in his own home, and for the 
Princess and myself say in all sincerity that all we have heard and 
read in praise of Rajputana is dwarfed by what we have seen in one 
short day,” 

Itis in Rajputana, more than anywhere else, that the purity of the Ksh- 
triya (warrior) caste is still preserved, and ihe martial qualities of the Hindu 
race are in strong evidence, As the accredited representative of Hindui- 
sm, the Maharana wields considerable influence over his brother rulers 
Among the Chiefs of Rajasthan, no one is held in greater esteem and 
reverence than the Maharana of Udaipur. Long famous for its heroism 
and chivalry, the House of Udaipur stands for all that constitutes the 
greatness and glory of Rajputana. 


HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJAH 
TUKOJI RAO HOLKAR BAHADUR ITI, 
MAHARAJAH OF INDORE 


Tue Holkars, as the rulers of Indore are generally known, originally 
resided near Multra; thence they migrated to the Deccan, They remained 
first in Mewar (near Chittor) and then in the Auangabad District, and 
eventually settled down at the village of Hol or Hal, on the Nira river, in 
the Phaltan Pargana, forty miles from Poona, Their family name is 
Veerkar, and yet they are called Holkars, probably afler the name of the 
village in which they lived, The State takes ils name from ils chief town— 
Indote, also known as Indur, a corruption of Indreshwar or Indrapur, It 
ig one of the most extensive Slates in Central India, A hill country so 
inaccessible and so secure, may well be supposed lo have consisted, from 
avery early period, of distinct communities under independent chiefs, 

Malhar Rao I, the son of a peasant, and founder of the House of 
Trolkar, was born in 1698. After his father’s death he lived with his 
maternal uncle, Narainji Bargal, and then joined the cavalry which the 
latter had held in readiness for his overlord, gardar Kadam Bandia, a 
Mahratta noble. Malhar Rao soon displayed daring valour, extraordinary 
presence of mind, and other warlike qualilics, The Peshwa entertained 
Malhar Rao in his service and made him commander of 500 horse. Bis 
high character and military genius stood him in good stead, and the 
Peshwa subsequently pul him in charge of a small corps, He then 
gradually became the head of the army under Sardar Kadam Bandia, 
The Mahrattas were now rising in importance, and Baji Rao, the 
Peshwa, was ambitious of acquiring further territory. The Peshwa em- 
powered the Holkar, the Sindhia, and the Ponwar of Dhat to collect 
taxes from Malwa, to credit chanth and sardeshmukhi 10 Poona, and to 
hold over half the mokasa for the maintenance of the army under them, 
Malhar Rao conquered the country on the Narbadha, In 1728+ he 
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obtained a grant of twelve districts in Malwa, which in 1731 was 
raised to cighty-iwo. At the instance of the Nizam he rose against 
Dayaram Bahadur, the Governor of Mahwa, killed him in battle and 
took possession of his dominion, He made Maheshwar his capital, 
which continued to be as such for upwards of fifty years, Indore be- 
came (he principal town only alter the {realy of Mandesore in 1818, In 
1738 he obtained Indore for maintaining his army, and he was also permit- 
fed {o collect with Ranoji Sindhia 35 per cent. of the revenue of Malwa, 
In 1736 Malhar Rao accompanied the Peshwa to Delhi, and with the 
aid of Sindhia, defeated a large army of the Moghuls, He figured 
prominently in the wars with Nizam-ul-Mulk in 1738, the Portugese 
al Bassein in 1739, and the Rohillas in 1748. In 1743 Malhar Rao obtained 
sixty-four lakhs as well as the districts of Rampura-Bhanpura and 
Tonk for services rendered {0 Madhu Singh in elevating him to the chief- 
ship of Jaipur. When he was sixty-seven years of age, he is said to have 
been in possession of vast territories, “ great domains in the Deccan ; 
a large estate in Khandesh; lownships and forests in the valley of the 
Narbada, castles among the jungles of the Satpura Hill and on the bleak 
slopes of (he Vindhya mountains and on the table-land, far spreading 
territories in Malwa ” with an income of six millions of rupees a year. In 
1766 he died al Alampur, where his monument still remains, Considering 
the vast extent of the territory he had obtained, the efficient state of his 
dominions as he lef{ them, the greatness and courage of his deeds, and_ his 
brilliant talents and administrative skill, we must place Malhar Rao 
among the greatest of the Mahratta chiefs, 


Malhar Rao had a son named Khande Rao, who was killed in 
an agsaull in 1754, on the Fort of Kumbher, near Dig in Rajputana, 
Mali Rao, the son of Khande Rao, was of unsound mind; and 
he died a year after his accession, During his lifetime his 
mother, the famous Ahilya Bai, assumed charge of the State, and she 
was ably assisted by Tulkoji Rao Holkar, the Commander of her army, 
During her reign none of the neighbouring chiefs ever dared to set 
foot on the Holkar territory, barring a single occasion when the Rana 
of Udaipur rose in arms, bul without success, She directly controlled the 
affairs of dhe State ; and in all matters pertaining {o peace or war she 
asserted her authority. She was very reasonable in her assessments, and 
respected the rights and privileges of her subjects. She heard the 
grievances of her people, and readily granted redress to them, Any 
ease that went up to Ler on appeal obtained impartial justice; and with 
a view to affording facililies to the liligious public, she established courts 
of cquily and arbitration, Sho maintained friendly relations with the 
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tributary States as well as with her neighbouring chiefs, She was highly 
religions and spent a large sum of moncy in the building of temples, 
choultries, dharmasalas and other useful institutions, in important centres 
of religious activity, from Badrinath in the north to Rameswaram in the 
south, She died in 1795, at Maheshwar, when she was sixly years old, 
Her administration was characterised by sound judgment and marked 
ability, and her name finds a prominent place in the hislory of Indian 
rulers. 

Tukoji Rao I who had already given proof of his sterling honesty and 
ability as the Commander of the Mahratta army during the rule of Ahilya 
Bai, succeeded her in 1795. In the wars wilh the Rohillas, and with the 
English (during the first Mahratta war) he distinguished himself as a 
general of great ability, He ruled over the Holkar territory with much 
success, and soon raised it to great eminence. Ne lefl four sons, Kashi 
Rao, Malhar Rao, Yeshwant Rao and Vithoji Rao, Kashi Rao was an 
imbecile prince, but Malhar Rao was energelic and active, though of 
aiurbulent disposition, In 1796 the former was proclaimed heir to 
Tukoji Rao. After their father’s death, Kashi Rao and Malhar Rao con- 
tested for the gadi, Malhar Rao sought the aid of the Peshwa, whilst 
Kashi Rao was helped by Sarjerao Ghatke, the Sindhia’s Minister, In the 
war that ensued, Mallar Rao’s army was completely routed, and he too 
was killed. 


Yeshwant Rao was the next ruler of the Holkar territory. Soon afler 
he assumed the reins of Government, he had to face reverses of 
fortune ; for he was taken prisoner by the Nagpur Chief, He managed, 
however, to escape from the prison, and aficr wandering from place to 
place, he finally gave out that he renounced all claims to the Holiar 
estates, but that he came forward {to espouse the cause of Khande Rao, 
the son of Malhar Rao, After this announcement, Yeshwant Rav oblained 
the help of those interested in (he house of Holkar ; and Wazir Husain of 
Sarangpur and Amir Khan whose descendants are still in possession of 
the Tonk State, joined him. Yeshwant was hostile to the English, who 
defeated him in batile and annexed a portion of his dominion. He became 
insane, and his wife, Tulsi Bai, acted as Regent, She adopled Malhar 
Rao II, who ascended the throne in 1811. Soon afterwards the 
internal tranquillity was broken, and the State presented almost a continued 
scene of disorder and chaos. In 1817 the Peshwa turned his arms against 
the English, and Malhar Rao joined him, A great battle was fought 
with much loss on boih sides, The English defeated the Elolkar and 
concluded a treaty at Mandesore on the 6th January 1818. According to 
the terms of the treaty, among several other things, the Holkar gave away 


. 


fl, UL, TI MATIARASAU Of INDORE v7 


all lands held by him south of the Narbada, and the English undertook to 
maintain a force to protect his territory from foreign aggression. The 
army of the State was reduced and a contingent force was introduced to 
aid the Brilish, whenever required, ‘The revenue of the Holkar dominion 
in 1817 was about five lakhs of rupees, which rose to twenty-seven lakhs 
before his death, He removed the capital of his State from Maheshwar to 
Indore, He was greatly aided in the administration of his territory by his 
able Minister, Tantia Jogh, Malhar Rao died in 1833 without issue. Be- 
fore his death, his wife Gautama Bai, and his mother Keshri Bai adopted 
Martand Rao, the son of Bapu Rao, a member of the Holkar family. 


Soon after the accession of Marland Rao, Hari Rao, a cousin of 
Malhar Rao, who had raised a revolt in 1819, and who consequently was 
kept in confinement at Maheshwar by Malhar Rao, was released on the 3rd 
February 1834, and the British who were favourably disposed towards 
his claims as the nearest male relative of the deceased Maharajah, formally 
installed him on the 17th of April, Martand Rao retired to the Deccan 
with an allowance of Rs, 500, Hari Rao ruled for ten years and died in 
1843, He was succeeded by his adopied son, Khande Rao, a boy of 
eleven; bul he did not survive his minority, 


With the consent and approval of the widow of Maharajah Yeshwant 
Rao, the Brilish Government in June 1844, elevated to the gadé Tukoji 
Rao I, a near relation of Martand Rao. During his minority the admi- 
nistration of the State was conducted under the supervision of the British 
Resident, Omed Singh, the Residency Mir Munshi, who was a man of great 
pacts and high morals, was appointed tutor to the Prince, The latter made 
rapid progress in his sludies, and when in 1852 he was invested with full 
administrative powers, he was found (o be sufficiently equipped with the 
(raining necessary for a ruler, Soon after his accession to the throne, 
he clirected his allention ta the improvement of the general administration * 
of ihe Slate, and firmly put down sali, infanticide and slavery, He 
was very sympathetic to cullivators and helped them by advanciig 
them large sams of money ; and every measure of reform that tended 
lo promote the interests of the agriculturisis in his Slate, received 
his immediate atlention, [oe established a spinning and weaving mill at 
a cost of aboul ten lakhs of rupees, He gave away to the British his 
possessions in the Bombay Presidency, and received in return Satwas and 
Nimawa in the Central Provinecs, and also the Nimar Districts of 
Barwani, Dhargaon, Kasrawad and Mandleshwar, In 1861 the Maharajah 
obtained the distinction of G, C,8. 1, and also a sanad of adoption, 
Whon the State Railway from Khancwa to Indore was constructed, His 
Highness contributed (he mmunificent sum of a crore of rupees, ‘fn 1875 
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he paid a visit to H. R, H. the Prince of Wales (His Inte Majesty King 
Edward VU) at Calcutta, and in the beginning of 1876, entertained him at 
Malwa on a magnificent seale, In 1877 at the Delhi Assemblage he was 
made a Counsellor of the Empress, when he was also presented with a 
banner and medal, 

By his meritorious deeds His Highness the Maharajah Sir Tukoji 
Rao II inspired his subjects with confidence in and attachinent to the 
House of Indore. He was cautious and judicious, and selected 
for his ministers men of business habits and administrative talents, and 
maintained a court befilling his rank and position. When he died in 1886, 
his subjects were loyal and contented, and the treasury was full, The 
revenue of the Stale was more than treblecd during his reign, Tle was 
succeeded by his eldest son, Sivaji Rao. 

H. H. the Maharajah Sivaji Rao was born in 1859 al Mandleshwar. 
In his early days he received a decent education, When he came {to 
the throne, the depredations of Dantia Bhil and his adherents brought 
misery to the State, and he put them down with an iron hand, He made 
along tour in India, and went in 1887 to England to witness the Jubilee 
Celebration of Queen Victoria, when Her Majesty was pleased to decorate 
him with the Order of G.C.S,1. While in London, His Highness gave a 
donation of a Jakh of rupees to the Imperial Institute. During: his ime he 
raised many palatial buildings of exquisite taste, Soon after he returned 
from the Delhi Durbar of 1903, he voluntarily resigned his powers in 
favour of his only son, Prince Tukoji Rao U0; aud installing him on (he 
gadi, (he Maharajah went into retirement and lived for the rest of his days 
the life of a recluse, 

His Highness the Maharajah Tukoji Rao IM was born on the 26th 
November 1890, He received his carly education in the Daly Cols 
lege, and later on he studied at the Mayo College, Ajmere, first 
under the guardianship of Mr. Perey Hyde and then under Captain 
F. A. Forbes, In 1905 Mr, H, Clogstoun, C1. 1, was appointed guardian, 
While at college, his gentile manners and affable disposition made him 
a great favourite with (he {caching staffas well as with his fellow-students. 
He took an active part inall games and sports. Much to his credit and 
to the admiration of those who watched his educational progress, 
he obtained the college diploma in 1908, After leaving college he received 
a training in the intricacies of Jaw under Mr. Saray Mul Bapua, a Dis« 
trict and Sessions Judge of the State, He frequently visiled the 
Council Chamber {o hear the deliberations, and thus acquired a prac+ 
tical knowledge of administrative work in the various departments of the 
Slate, Each member of the Council would visil His Highness and 
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explain to him the nature of the work done by him, In this way the Maha- 
rajah has had a thorough insight into the different branches of adminis- 
tration, For nearly a year His Highness looked after the Palace establish- 
ment. In the beginning of 1910, he toured in some of the important 
disiricts of the State, accompanied by the Minister, the Revenue Member 
of the Council, and other important officers, 

In November 1905, when His Majesty the King-Emperor visited 
Indore as Prince of Wales, His Majesty held there his first Indian Durbar, 
at which the Chiefs of Central India assembled to pay their loyal homage 
to the heir-apparent to the British Throne, His Majesty was then pleased 
to open the King Edward Hall, which was erected by the Indore Durbar 
in commemoration of the accession of King Edward to the throne. In 
the course of the speech the young Maharajah delivered on the occasion, 
His Highness observed :— 

The honour which Your Royal Highness has conferred on me and my 
State by your presence here makes this day the most memorable in my life. 
My grandfather was similarly honoured by His Most Gracious Majesty, our 
present Emperor (King Edward VIb, when he was Prince of Wales, and 
my father who took part in those rejoicings of thirty years ago, cherishes 
their memory undimmed, Itwas he who designed this building to com- 
memorato His Majesty’s accession, andi owe hima debt of gratitude for 
having bequeathed to me the privilege of sharing in this token of loyal service 
lo His Majesty, and the great distinction of welcoming Your Royal Highnesses 
{o crown our undertaking with this gracious mark of Your Royal approval in the 
presence of my brother chiefs assembled (o do honour to Your Royal Highnesses, 

In April 1910, the Maharajah, the Maharani and suite left for Europe. 
They visited England, France and Italy. Their Majesties the King and 
the Queen accorded them a private reception at Buckingham Palace. His 
Highness allended the State reception {o the Ministers of the overscas 
Dominions, atthe Foreign Office, and was also present at several other im- 
portant functions, Al the Coronation of Their Imperial Majesties, a spe- 
cial place was allotted (o Their Highnesses, The Maharajah who 
joined the royal procession was given the second place, while the 
Maharani Sahiba witnessed the proceedings from a room provided 
for her in St James's Street, After spending a year and a half on 
the continent, and much benefited by the long tour, Their Highnesses 
and parly returned to India in October L911. 

On the 6th November 1911, Wis Highness the Maharajah was inves. 
ted with the full powers of a Ruling Chief, The following Kharita trom 
the Viceroy was read by his Agent in open Durbar before the investiture 
ceremony began i 

My honoured and valued friend It is with great pleasure that Taddvess 
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Your Highness on the occasion of your investiture with full ruling powers in 
yout State, which I have authorized Mr. O'Dwyer, my Agent in Central India, 
to conduct. | offer Your Highness my cordial congratniations on your assump. 
tion of the duties, responsibilities, and privileges attaching to your high 
position, Iam confident that you will administer the State wisely anc (o the 
benefit of your subjects, and that you will use your best encdeavouis to prove 
yourself worthy of the tust now reposed in you, As His Majesty's Secretary 
of State has already informed you, you will be expected for a time to consult 
the Resident in important matters and nol to act contrary lo his advice with- 
out further reference to my Agent in Central India, especially in matters 
involving the reversal of the decisions of the Council of Regency. Rest 
assured that in time of doubt, or difficulty, you can count upon my friendship 
and support, and in all circumstances you will be able to turn for advice 
and assistance to my Agent in Cenlral India and to your Resident 1 
desire to express the high consideration which I entertain for Your Highness 
and to subscribe myself, Your Highness's sincere friend, Hardinge of 
Penshurst. 

In congratulating His Highness on his investiture Mr, O'Dwyer 
observed t— 


Your Highness will regard it as doubly auspicious that il enables Yor 
Highness to fulfil your natural and cherished desire of paying your homage to 
the King-Emperor al Delhi, a few weeks hence, as the Ruling Chief of one of 
the greatest historic States of India, a State which during a long and close 
connection with the Supreme Government, extending over nearly a hundred 
years from the Mandasore treaty of 1818, has sleadily grown in prosperity and 
dignity, and which I am convinced under Your Highness’s rule will be 
second to none in devotion to the Imperial Throne and loyally to the Govern- 
ment, Your Highness now takes into your own hands the administration 
which during the minority of nine years, has been conducted on your behalf by 
the Council of Regency under the control of the Government of India and local 
representatives, In that period under a succession of capable Residents, of 
whom I am glad to see Mr, Bosanquet here to-day, and thanks to tha mature 
experience and administrative ability of the Minister, Rai Bahadur Nanak 
Chand C, I. B,, and the support of his colleagues in the Couneil of Regency, 
the State has made steady and substantial progress, 


Your Highness, though young in years, has already Lravelled far and seen 
much. You will have learnt in the West that great honour and high position 
carry with them weighty responsibilities and that fiom great opportunities 
are expected great results. Your Highness starts on your careet well equipped 
for the heavy task that lies before you, 

The house of Holkar has proud traditions and a great name which is 
writ large in the annals of India, It has produced famons soldiers and wise 
administrators, But the name which stands oul above all theira and which Is 
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still revered through the length and breadth of Central India in the same way 
as the memory of Queen Victoria the Great is still venerated throughout 
the British Empire, is that of your great predecessor, the Maharanee Ahalya 
Bhai, 

His Highness the Maharajah in reply, said:—“ Mr, O’Dwyer—It 
is difficult to respond in adequate terms to the eloquent address in which 
you have summed up the posilion which confronts me, I speak with a 
deep consciousness of all that to-day’s ceremony of my investiture with full 
powers implies. As you have observed, under the course of education 
mapped out for me by the Governm:nt of India, I have been able to go to 
Hurope to assimilate something of the teaching of the West, and I have 
learnt there that, as you say, the greater the power and the higher the posi- 
tion, the greaterare the responsibilities, I have seen with my own eyes the 
shining example of His Most Gracious Majesty, our beloved King-Empevror, 
and I have brought home with me a vivid and lasting memory of His Majesty’s 
graciousness and keen interest in all that concerns the welfare of the people of 
this great Empire and of the deep love which he inspires. I assure you, 
Mr, O'Dwyer, that devotion to the Throne will be the guiding star of my life, 
as it has been of my predecessors, and under Providence I shall endeavour as 
the loyal chief of a loyal Slate and a proper ruler of my people so to dis- 
charge my duties that order and happiness may reign in this State, To face 
this task I know that I can rely on tho affections of my people, the advice of 
my officers and the help of Government ”’ 


Prominent among the measures of reform in the administrative 
machinery of the State during the Regency, are the introduction of an 
Equitable Land Revenue Settlement, the construction on # large scale of 
roads and buildings, the reform of the police, the improvement of the 
judiciary, the reorganization of the forest department, and the salutary 
changes introduced in the finance, customs, excise and education depart- 
ments, The net result of these reforms manifested itself in the growth of 
the population and the promotion of their loyalty and contentment, and 
the increased financial prosperity of the State, . While the expenditure 
has risen from forty-five to sixty lakhs, the revenue too has considerably 
increased from filty-cight lo eight-one lakhs, 


' 


Soon after the investiture, His Highness held his first Durbar in the 
old palace, In a short Urdu speech His Highness thanked all his 
officers for the excellent manner in which they carried on the administra- 
tion during his minority, and appreciated their loyal, zealous, and faithful 
services to the Slaie, The Maharajah made the following presents on the 
occasion :—Rs, 40,000 to Rai Bahadur Nanak Chand, ¢.1.%,, Minister ; 
Rs, 40,000 to Rao Bahadur K, V. Mulye, Member of Council ; Rs, 15,000 
to Dr, Atmaram; Rs, 15,000 to Mr. Kamalakar; Rs. 10,000 éach to 

, n 


82 THE RULING CHIEFS, NOBLES AND ZAMINDARS OF INDIA 


Messrs, V. B. Jadhav, and B, Borade, A-D.-C’s to His Highness ; 
Rs, 8,000 to Mr, R. B, Yadhav, A-D,-C to His Highness ; Rs. 10,000 to 
Mr, Seraimal Bapua, second Private Scerelary to His Highness ; and 
Rs. 12,000 to Dr. Tambe, State Surgeon, 

The area of Indore is 9,500 square miles with a population of over’ 
nine lakhs. There are many Jaghirdars in the State besides some heredi- 
tary Zamindars. Hindus form the major portion of the population, and 
the languages spoken are Rajasthani, Nemari, Malwi, Rangri, Hindi and 
Urdu. The great Vindhyan range and ils branches form the hilly 
tracts of the State. The Chambal and the Narbada are the principal 
rivers, The general elevation of the Indore State is 1,800 fect above 
the level of the sea, and the climate therefore is generally healthy. The 
principal crops are jowar, wheat, cotton, gram, bajra, maeca, linsecd, 
rice, sugarcane, poppy and tobacco. The soil which is of the black cotton 
variety, is very fertile, Poppy is grown on an extensive scale. The re- 
‘ maining land affords pasture for cattle, The only important minerals 
found are limestone and basalt, 


There are numerous wells and channels by which the land is irrigat- 
ed. Some concessions are shown to well-sinkers, Loans are advanced 
by the State to cultivators for purchasing bullocks, and for digging new 
wells and repairing old ones, The ownership of the land solely vests 
in the State, Indore is also noted for catile as well as camol 
breeding, as the State contains an extensive pasture land, Buffalo's 
milk is preferred for its richness to cow's milk, Camels are 
used for riding purposes and also for carrying loads, It is interesting 
to learn that the cost of feeding a camel is about four annas a day. 
In villages coarse cloths and blankets are woven. Opium is also 
manufactured. There are five ginning and {wo pressing factories. 


Each of the five districts into which the State is divided for adminis. 
trative purposes, is under the control of an officer known as Subah, who 
exercises both revenue and magisterial powers, Each district is again 
sub-divided into parganas, An Amin is in charge of cach pargana, Hindi, 
(Deonagri) written in Balbodh characters, is generally the official language, 
The revenue, judicial and police correspondence is carried on in Hindi; 
but it is optional to make a report in English or Marathi, so far as the 
higher executive officers are concerned, The State accounts are kept in 
Marathi, During the ministry of the late Rajah Sir 'T, Madhava Rao, a 
regular postal system was introduced, and the Static has ifs own stamps. 

The Sadar Adalat or Chicf Court is the highest civil and 
criminal tribunal in the State, presided over by a Chief Judge anda 
purisne Judge. I exercises control over all the subordinate courts, To 


. 
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dispose of civil matters there are three courts—the Nizam Adalat, ihe 
City Munsiff’s Court, and the Small Causcs Court. In each Zilla there is 
a District Judge, a Munsiff and an Amin. In the Indore city there is a 
Sessions Judge. There are also two City Magistrates, one exercising the 
powers of a District Magistrate, and the other, those of a first class Magis- 
trate, Allsentences of death, transportation, or imprisonment for life, re- 
quire the confirmation of the Maharajah, There is a central jai) at Indore 
with four district jails. 

The State forces consist of 210 artillery, 800 cavalry, 748 infantry, 
with 18 guns, There is also a iransport corps, The army is maintained 
at a cost of seven lakhs per annum. The police staff is composed of 
an Inspector-General, a Deputy Inspector-General, two City Superinten- 
dents, six District Inspectors, fifty-two Sub-Inspectors, 224 head consta+ 
bles, 1703 constables, one risaldar and four daffadars. 

The Holkar College affiliated to the Allahabad University, draws its 
students from Dhar, Dewas, and Central India generally. The graduates 
of the Slate who wish lo study medicine, are given scholarships and sent 
to the Grant Medical College, Bombay. In the City Hospital some 
students are lrained as hospital assistants, There is a hospital in the Resi- 
dency, where also medicine is taught, Education in engineering is 
provided on similar lines, Surveyors and Overseers are trained in a class 
which is under the superintendence of (he Slate Engincer, Besides the 
Wolkar College, there are ninety-two schools (a High School and ninety- 
one lower secondary schools), eight girls’ schools, and five mixed schools 
for boys and girls, ‘There are fourteen Municipalities. The British coin 
is in currency. Medical relief is afforded by about twenty-five hospitals 
and dispensaries. The Central Tukoji Rao Hospital is in the city. 

The full titles of the Maharajah are—His Highness the Maharajah 
Dhirajah Rai Rajeshwar Sawai Tukoji Rao Holkar Bahadur, His 
Highness is entitled to a salute of twenty-one guns permanently within 
his own State, and ninetcen guns elsewhere, It is only a few months 
since His Highness was invested wilh full ruling powers, and there are 
already signs of progress in various directions, Young as he is, the Maha- 
rajah realises his responsibilities as one of the leading chiefs of Central 
India, and endeavours efficiently to administer his vasi State, His High- 
ness has before him many long years of happy and prosperous reign, 
and {he State is sure to derive the fullest benefit from his wise and benefi- 


cent rule. 


HER HIGHNESS THE NAWAB SUL'TAN JAHAN BEGUM, 
G.061,GG1L1, C1, 
BEGUM OF BHOPAL 


Brorat is an important Mahomedan State in Central India, which 
was founded more than two hundred years ago by an Afghan, named 
Dost Mahomed Khan. An interesting feature about il is Uhat from 18.19 
it has been successfully administered by four female rulers in suc- 
cession. After several vicissitudes of fortune, Dost Mahomed built a 
fort at Islamnagar which he made his headquarters, and acquired 
possession of the neighbouring territories, In 1722 he set himself up 
as an independent chief with the tille of Nawab. Attracted by 
the environments of Bhopal, he 1esolved to build his principal 
town there, and formed plans for laying the foundation of a fort, now 
known as the Fort of Falehgarh, ‘The Nizam who was ill-disposed  to- 
wards Dost Mahomed, halted near the Fort of Islamnagar on his way to 
Hyderabad to quell the rebellion raised by his younger son, Nazir Jung, 
Dost Mahomed however obtained tho peaceful departure of the Nizam by 
making over his eldest son, Yar Mahomed Khan, as a hostage, After an 
adventurous career he died in 1726, at the age of sixty-six as the chief of 
+ an orderly State, He left behind him several sons and five daughters. 
The Nobles placed on the masnad Sultan Mahomed Khan, one of the 
younger sons of Dost Mahomed, Yar Mahomed Khan, who was at 
Hyderabad with the Nizam, advanced to Bhopal with an army and all ihe 
insignia of royalty, and without much difficulty took the reins of Govern- 
ment from his younger brother. Like his father he was bent upon extend- 
ing his territory, and when he died in 1742, he was the possessor 
of Udayapur, Sewans and Pathari, Wis eldest son, Faw. Mahomed 
Khan, succeeded him, while yet a boy of eleven years, After he 
ascended the throne, he became too religious to eatry of the administra- 
tion of the State. Mamola Sahiba, the widow of Yar Mahomed Khan, 
and the Minister, Bijai Ram, ably managed the affairs of the State. 
Nawab Faiz Mahomed Khan died in 1777, leaving no issue, and his 
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brother Hayat Mahomed Khan succeeded him, Hayat Mahomed too was 
of areligious turn of mind, He entrusted the management of his State toa 
Gond, named Faulad Khan, who, at his instance, embraced the Muslim 
faith, The revenue of the State was twenty lakhs, of which five 
lakhs were devoted to the expenses of the chief, whilst the remaining 
fifteen lakhs went towatds maintaining the Durbar establishments, 
In 1778 an Buglish army marched through Bhopal to Bombay, when 
the Nawab spontaneously came forward, and rendered all possible aid to 
them, This act of generosity, prompted by no selfish aim, produced a 
favourable impression on the British authorities, Faulad Khan was mur- 
dered bya member of the chief’s family,and Chote Khan, a Brahmin 
convert to Mahomedanism, was appointed Minister. He proved a very 
capable officer and established friendly relations with all the neigh- 
bouring Mahratta chiefs, 


In 1808 Ghaus Mahomed, son of Hayat Mahomed Khan, became ruler 
and had, as his Minister, Wazir Mahomed Khan, the great-grandson of 
Dost Mahomed Khan, But the Minister who was already powerful, became 
the de facto ruler of the State, Desirous of taking back the reins of ad- 
ministration into his own hands, Ghaus Mahomed applied for help to 
Sadiq Ali, the General of the Nagpur Chief. The latter entered Bhopal 
to banish the Minister, Wazir immediately retired to Ginnurgarh for a 
time ; but he soon returned and made Ghaus Mahomed go to Raisen, and 
assumed the entire management of the Slate, From that day forward, 
the sovereignty has vested in the hands of Wazir and his descendants, 


Wazir who died in 1816, left two sons—Amir and Nazar, The 
elder who led a wayward life, was feeble in mind and body, Wazir 
therefore selecled his second son to succeed him without the title of 
Nawab, which was still retained by Ghaus Mahomed, even in retire- . 
ment. Nazar married Gohar Begum, the daughter of Ghaus Mahomed. 
His first desive was to get inlo the good graces of the British, and with 
this intention, he entered into negotiations with them in 1818, He was 
required 10 assist them wilh an auxiliary force of 600 horse and 400 foot, 
the first beginning of the Bhopal Battalion, The British Government 
restored (o him in return the five parganas held formerly by the Vinchur 
Chiefs, and albo the Tort of Islamnagar, which was in Sindhia’s 
dominions. ‘This negotiation proved exceedingly beneficial to the 
Bhopal Durbar. The Nawab who had been the possessor of only a few 
fortresses, now suddenly became the lord of a princely domain, while 
his revenues, which, in the beginning of the reign, did not exceed a 
lakh, amounted to fifteen lakhs, An accidental discharge of a pistol by 
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his young brother-in-law, caused his death in 1819, Nazar Mahomed left 
behind him a record of a life spent most usefully in furthering the 
interests of his State, His commanding personality, courtly manners and 
great ability won him many friends, He bad an only daughter 
Sikandar Begum, With the concurrence of the Bhopal Nobles and 
the sanction of the British Government, if was decided thal Munir 
Mahomed Khan, nephew of Nazar Mahomed Khan, and son of Amir 
Mahomed Khan, should succeed under the regency of Gohur Begum, the 
widow of Nazar, better known as Kudsia Begum, and that he should even- 
tually marry Sikandar Begum, so that the rule in Wazir’s branch might be 
secured, Relations between Munir Mahomed and Kudsia Begum soon 
became strained, as the former asserted his authority, The confusion thus 
caused called for the interference of the Political Agent, who arranged 
that Munir Mahomed should resign in favor of his younger brother, Jahan- 
gir Mahomed Khan, and that he should receive a jaghir yielding Rs. 40,000 
a year, as compensation. Jahangir Mahomed accordingly married Sikander 
Begum in 1835, and Kudsia Begum continued to administer the State 
herself, Dissensions arose between the new Nawab and Kudsia Begum, 
which finally assumed such formidable proportions that the British step- 
ped in and made the Begum live in retirement, receiving a life-annuity 
of five lakhs. Al the same time they entrusted the management of the 
State to the Nawab, At the Imperial Assemblage held at Delhi in 1877, 
the Begum was decorated with the Order of the Imperial Cross, She died 
in 1881 at the age of eighty-two. 

On the 80th November 1837, Nawab Jahangir was invested with full 
administrative powers, A daughter was born to Sikandar Begum on 
the 29th July 1888, and she was named Shah Jahan Begum. ‘The 
Nawab instituted many reforms, the most important of ihem being 
, the removal of the army from the heart of the town lo Jahangirabad. 
Being himself a highly cultured man, he encouraged men of learning, 
He died very young on the 9th December 1844, al the comparatively 
early age of twenty-seven, [le left a will that his illegitimate gon, 
Dastagir, should succeed him, and that his daughter, Shah Jahan by 
Sikandar Begum, should be matried to a descendant of Wasir 
Mahomed, The East India Company however sct aside the will, and 
recognised the succession of Shah Jahan, as there was alveady a prece- 
dent in the admission of the claims of Sikandar Begum, It was also. 
decided that the future husband of Shah Jahan Begum should become 
the Chief of Bhopal. He was to be selected from the Bhopal family with 
a view to combining both the branches, descended from Ghaus Maho- 
med and Wazit Mahomed Khan. Faujdar Mahomed Khan, brother of 
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Kudsia Begum, was appointed Minister in co-operation with Sikandar 
Begum. Shah Jahan Begum, who was only seven years old, was pro- 
claimed Ruler of Bhopal, and a regency was formed, consisting of Sikandar 
Begum, and the Minister, Mian Faujdar Mahomed Khan, the youngest 
son of Nawab Ghaus Mahomed Khan. The dual rule of the Regent andl 
the Minister was a thorough failure. Mian Faujdar resigned, and 
Sikandar Begum alone managed the affairs of the State, until her daughter 
attained her majority, Sikandar Begum abolished the farming of reve- 
nues and trade monopolies, re-organised the army and the police, and 
liquidated the State debts. She travelled through her dominions, and 
thus acquired a personal knowledge of the condition of the ryots, 


On the 26th July 1855, Shah Jahan Begum married Bakshi Baki 
Mahomed Khan, the Commander-in-Chief of the State army. The 
English recognised him as Nawab consort and conferred on him 
the distinction of Nawab-Nazir-ud-daula Umrao Dula Bahadur. He was 
also granted a personal salute of seventeen guns, The authorities did 
not interfere with the regency of Sikandar Begum, but desired its 
continuance, until her daughter was twenty-one years old, In 1857 when 
the great Mutiny shook the foundations of British rule in India, Sikandar 
Begum behaved most loyally to the English and proved herself a woman 
of energy, and courage. She gave asylum to many high European, officials ; 
sent detachments {a protect the places where Englishmen were 
stationed, and supplied the British troops with grain and forage, 
When the mutiny was quelled and order was restored, it was 
her desire that she should no longer be regarded as the Regent 
but as the Ruling Chief of Bhopal. Her daughter, Shah Jahan Begum, 
waived her claims in favor of her mother, and requested that the 
latter should be placed onthe gadi, although she had then come 
of age, The British Government in compliance with the wishes of both 
the mother and the daughter, formally installed Sikandar Begum as Chief 
of Bhopal. On the 7th January 1861, ata durbar held at Jubbalpore, the 
Viceroy, H, E, Lord Canning, presented the Begum with a sanad and 
granted her the Berasia Pargana. In November of the same year, Her 
Highness Sikandar Begum obtained the distinction of G.C.S, [, and in 
1862 she received a sanad of adoption. She went on a pilgrimage to Mecca 
in 1864, and passed away in 1868, when she was only fifty-one years of 
age. Nawab Shah Jahan Begum who had succeeded nominally on the 
Lith April 1845, was proclaimed Ruler of Bhopal, and her daughter, Sul- 
tan Jahan, was declared heir-apparent. 


In December 1869, Her Highnessthe Nawab Shah Jahan Begum 
visited Calontta, where she was introduced to H.R, Hi. the Duke of 
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Edinburgh, The insignia of the Order of G. C.S, I,, was conferred upon 
Her Highness in 1872, At the Delhi Assemblage in 1877, she received a 
banner and medal, In 1879 the Government of India granted her per. 
mission fo establish an Opium Agency in Bhopal. In 1880 she agreed to 
defray the cost of the railway line from Hoshangabad to Bhopal 5 and in 
1891 she ceded lands for the Bhopal-Ujjain line and abolished 
all transit duties on salt, when ihe Government of India consented 
to pay her a compensation of Rs, 10,000 per annum. ‘The first 
Viceroy to visit Bhopal was H. E, Lord Lansdowne, He did so in 1891, 
when Her Highness and her successors were exempted for the future from 
presenting nazars (complimentary gifts), while interviewing the Viceroy, 
Nawab Shah Jahan Begum died on the 16th June 1901, 

Her Highness the Nawab Sultan Jahan Begum, the present ruler, who 
succeeded her mother, at the age of forty-three, entered on a new epoch, 
in the history of her monarchy, Royal in her tastes and habits, kind 
and generous, she was welcomed by all classes of her subjects, 
A year afler she ascended the throne, she had a bereavement 
in the death of her husband, the Nawab consort, who enjoyed the 
distinction of Nazir-ud-daula Sultan Dula thtisham-ulmulk Alijah 
and whom she married in 1874 In 1904 Her Highness went 
on a pilgrimage to Mecca, and the next year she had the honour of 
being presented to Their Royal Highnesses the Prince and the Princess of 
Wales at incor when they decorated her with the insignia of the Order 
of GCE, 

Her Highness is fond of travel. She tours frequently round her own 
State and learns in person the needs of her subjecls, Wherever she goes, 
she advocates the cause of education. The keen practical interest the 
Begum evinces in education, manifested itself in the munificent donation 
by Her Highness of Rs, 2,75,000 to the Muslim University, In all her 
speeches, education finds a prominent place. When distributing prizes 
to the Alexandra Nobles’ School, in March [907, she delivered a highly 
interesting address on education, in the course of which she ob- 
served ;— 

“ By education I do not mean that the students should be made to learn 
like parrots a few books by heart, and thus prove themselves no better than 
animals carrying some books on their back, On the other hand true ectucation 
is a blessing to man. It illumines his mind, and it is with the light of know- 
ledge that he can realise his own pasition, recognise the oxistence of God and 
His prophets, and dislinguish between good and bad. Tt teaches him to obey 
and serve with sincere loyalt:, frees him from narrow-minded prejudices and 
instils in him a spirit of self-respect, honesty, rectitude, love and benevolence; 
and it Jeads to refinement and culture,” 
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Nor is the Begum less interested in the economic development and 
commercial progress of her State. In 1905 she opened a Female 
Industrial School to train gitls in self-supporting industries. She favours 
commercial as well as ltlerary education. On the occasion of Her High. 
ness’s birthday in 1910, she exhorted the students of the new High School 
to take to trade and commerce, She warned them that they should not 
all look to Government for appointments, and that, if they did, the country 
would lose the best and most useful elements of the community, She 
further added :— You should always bear in mind that the key of the 
wealth and prosperily of nations as well as of individuals, is trade and 
commerce, This is the open secret of the greatness of the West; and 
your education should fully impress this point upon you, Always re- 
member that, by turning your attention to the arts of your own country, 
you can be of more use to it than you imagine, and you can enrich 
yourself as wellas your country,” 


Lord and Lady Minto visited the State in December 1909, The 
Viceroy opened the new Alexandra High School and the King Edward 
Museum, Lady Minto visited the Lady Lansdowne Hospital and 
the Suliania Girls’ School. She also inaugurated the Princess of Wales’ 
Ladies Club. At the Sullania Girls’ School Her Excellency said :— 

In no State in India should the condition of its female population be so 
wall-considered as here in Bhopal, having as it has had, a succession of four 
female rulers. Under such unique circumstances, it is peculiarly fitting that 
the womanly heart of the ruler of Bhapal should turn in sympathy to female 
education. The influence of woman is as great, as vast and as beneficial in 
India as in the western hemisphere, Allover the world it is the mothers who 
have influenced past generations, and who will still exert that influence over 
the generations of the present and of the future; but if must be remembered 
that in order lo maintain a healthy influence, the women of all nations must 
be in sympathy and in touch with the times, 

Again at the Princess of Wales' Club Her Excellency said :—~ 

Afler school days are over, one’s further education is obtained by conyer- 
sing and mingling with others, and no place could be better suited for this pur- 
pose than an institution such as this. Her Royal Highness the Princess of Wales, 
will, Lam sure, be deeply interested to know that her memory is being per- 
petuated in the formation of this Ladies’ Club, and I trust that it will add 
brightness and new interest to the social life of the ladies of Bhopal. And I 
can offer no balter advice lo the members than to imitate in their lives and 
works the virtues of the late Queen Victoria, of the Princess of Wales, and 
also of Her Highness the Begum, 

In January 1910, Her Highness held a grand durbar on the occasion of 
her birthday, She made a striking speech in which she pleaded for: more 
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active efforts to spread education and emphasised the value and impor. 
tance of genuine loyalty to the British Throne. She declared in no un- 
certain terms thal loyalty to her means loyalty to the British Government, 
as the interests of both are identical. The same year the Begum was 
created a G.C.S.1. 

Last year the Begum went to England to witness the coronation 
ceremony of His Imperial Majesty. She altended His Majesty’s /evee at 
Buckingham Palace, and was invited to the garden party. She visited 
Her Majesty Queen Alexandra, when cordial greetings were exchanged, 
During her memorable voyage, she passed through Germany, Switzerland, 
Austria-Hungary, France, Turkey and Egypt. While in Constantinople 
she had the honour of an interview with His Majesty the Sultan of Turkey, 
who was pleased to present her wilh the sacred relic of a hair of the 
Prophet’s beard. Her Highness values il as a priceless gifl, and is sin- 
cerely grateful lo the Sultan for the great honour thus bestowed on her, 
In her travels in the West she was forcibly struck with the prosperity of 
the different countries, the high standard of agriculture and the evidences 
of immense wealth. ‘That she was highly impressed with the greatness of 
Britain and the efficiency of British snslitutions is revealed to us by her 
own words ;— I have returned alter my travels a greater believer in the 
justice, peace and freedom of the British Empire,’ 

She addressed the members of the Ladies’ Club on her tnpressions of 
the long tour, and from the eloquent speech delivered on the 20th 
January 1912, we take the following extracts :— 


The great qualities of the Western nations, their expanding wealth 
and their swift progress in all the walks of lifo, are all due to the women of 
these countries being well educated, and lo the training they impart to their 
children. From the palaces of kings and noblemen down to the humble 
cottages of the labourer in the field, you find everywhere evidence of the notice- 
able training the children receive at their mothers’ knees, In everyday life 
the mothers follow the broad principles of sanitation and hygiene which are 
so well understood in those parts, and the children are therefore brought up in 
very healthy surroundings, a fact which has the best of influence on them, 
From the first they learn to detest untruthfulness and to sympathise with their 
fellow-beings, to love their country, to be courteous to everybody, to respect 
their elders, to have high aims and ambitions, and to love and obey their 
king. By the time the children ave nine or ten years of age, they have gone 
through a course of training, the influence of which lasts from the cradle to 
the grave, 

Members of the Club, you should therefore make the education of your 
sex the chief object of your lives; you should help the poor and always re- 
member that the best of al things you could do is to help the members af 
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your sex to get a good education, Instead of wasting money on absurd cere~ 
monies, you should give your assistance to girls’ schools, to women’s clubs and 
to the newspapers and magazines that serve the interests of Indian women. 
To these things you should give your attention ; for female education is the 
foundation of alt national success and progress, Remember that even 
if one generation got good education, the ship of our country will be steered 
clear of the rocks of poverty and shoals of ignorance. [ might add in 
this connection that whilst desiring to promote the spread of education 
in every way, I do not much care for the liberty that oversteps the 
limits of propriety. I am sure that our pardhanashin ladies, and even 
many of the educated ones amongst them, have no idea of the extent of the 
Niberty of the women in Europe ; and though this may be suitable for that 
continent or it may only be a result of the teachings of Christianity, I have no 
hesitation in saying that liberty is utterly unsuited to the conditions of this 
country and particularly in the case of Mahomedans for whom the 
word of God will always continue to be the only true and successful guide. 
We must act on the precious saying of our Prophet (hallowed be his name): 
‘Take only that which is clean and leave that which is not so,’ Mahomedan 
women should never think of overstepping the limits placed on their liberty 
by Islam, for the liberty granted by our religion is quite ample to allow of our 
making sufficient advancement and enjoying snitable privileges, and it will 
save us from many a pitfall and blander, 

Educate yourselves, therefore, and follow the lenets of Islam strictly if you 
wish to improve your condition and to achieve success in this world. We 
must thank God that the Brilish Government is riso extremely desirous of 
spreading education, while there is no wish dearer than this to the heart of our 
Emperor. If we neglect these opportunities, we will have only ourselves to 
blame for the incalculable loss we shall suffer, 

In December 1911, the Begum attended the Imperial Durbar at Delhi, 
and there His Gracious Majesty the King-Emperor conferred on Her 
Highness the high distinction of the Crown of India, In March 1912, 
Her Highness attended a meeting of the Imperial Legislative Council, 
whiere she remained for a few hours, evidently interested in the proceed- 
ings, 

To signalise and commemorate in a langible form, the visit to India, 
of Her Imperial Majesty the Queen-Empress, the Begum Sahiba proposes 
to found a model educational institution for women, at Delhi, at an initial 
cost of about twelve lakhs of rupees. She has set forth her ideas on the 
scheme in an open fetter, which is in circulation throughout India, and 
from which we extract the following t-— 

In connection with Their Majesties’ visit to Delhi the thought has occurred 
lo me that though the great event of December last will live in the pages of 
history for all time, and though the memories of those days will even be hand- 
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ed down to fulure generations, the event yet demands a notable monument of 
public utility raised by the grateful women of India to commemorate the com 
ing of the great Queen from across the seaslo Delhi for her coronation, 
Delhi has known great events and gorgeous celebrations ; but none of a more 
significant character than the visit of Queen Mary, and it is all the more in- 
cumbent on us, the women of India, to signalise her visilin a suitable way 
and thus prove to the world at large that behind the purdah also beat heart, 
quite as grateful as those of men to their sovereign and his consort, and quite 
as appreciative of the necessity for moving with the times. Afler careful consi- 
deration I have come to the conclusion that no memorial could better serve 
our purpose than a well-endowed and well-conducted institution at Delhi for 
the education of women, It is evident that the education of women is neces- 
sary in all countries and in all stages of civilisation, bul in India of all coun- 
tries of the world and at the stage of civilisation in which we find ourselves it 
is most necessary, for it is universally acknowledged thal the ignorance of 
women in this country is the greatest clog to the wheel of progress. 

My idea regarding the institution I have proposed is that we should begin 
with a well-equipped school which, in the course of time, will become a model 
institution of its kind. In this school provision ought to be made for the 
education of girls of rich as well as poor families. ‘Twelve lakhs of rupees 
are, in my opinion, necessary at the outsel—four lakhs for building purposes, 
and eight lakhs for endowment. The details of the scheme are being worked 
out, and I shall be very pleased to receive suggestions in this connection. Hor 
my own part I shall be delighted to give a lakh of rupecs from the Stale and 
20,000 from my private purse. My daughlers-in-law have also expressed! 
practical sympathy with my scheme, the eldest and the second contributing 
Rs, 7,000 each, and the third Rs, 5,000. 

I have every reason to hope and believe that my scheme will commend 
itself to all friends of India who have the education of women at heart and to 
all my sisters, from Ranis and Begums down to ladies in humbler walks of 
life, and with their assistance, moral and material, 1am absolulely confident 
of unqualified success. 


That Her Highness is a liberal patron of learning and a devout follower 
of Islam, is evidenced by the fact that she has allowed a monthly contribu- 
tion of Rs. 200 lowards the expenses of the publication of a biography of 
the Prophet by Shams-ul-ulama Maulan Shebii Nomani. 


The area of Bhopal is 6902 square miles with a population of 
about 900,000, of whom 78 per cent. are Hindus, 14 per cent. Animists, 
and 13 per cent. Mahomedans, The languages spoken are Western 
Hindi, Malwa and Urdu. Brahmins and Rajputs are the chief 
landholders ; Lodhis, Khatis, Kachhis, and Kurmis are the principal 
- cultivators. The Hindus in the Bhopal city dress after the Maho» 
mnedan fashion, so that it is difficult to distinguish the one from 
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the other, The only important special crop is poppy. The forests of 
the State are divided into three classes—reserved, protected, and village 
protected, The chief minera} product is sandstone. Iron-stone is also found 
in some places, The most lucrative industry is the manufacture of Malwa 
opium, chiefly for the China market. A combined ginning factory, saw- 
mill, and grass-press, and a few flour mills are in the city, 

The Chief of Bhopal has full powersin all administrative matters, 
judicial and general, with power to pass sentences of death. Two minis- 
ters, viz, Muin-ul-muham, who is in charge of revenue, and Nasir-ul- 
muham holding the portfolio of police and judiciary, assist Her 
Highness in the administration of the State. There are also three coun- 
cils, the IJlas-i-kamil of four members, a sort of Privy Council, whose 
duties are fo advise the Chief and to enquire into the cases that are re- 
ferred to them ; the Kamti-i-mal which consists of eight members and 
frames rules regarding finance, and the Kamti-i-Diwan-i-wa Faujdari 
which deals with legislative work, The accounts and correspondence 
are kept in Urdu, which is the chief language of the State. 


There are in all forty-four courts comprising the Chief Court, two 
Judges’ Courts, two Assistant Judges' Courts, two City Magistrates’ 
Courts, one Sadar Amin’s Court, one Munsiff's Court, six District Magis- 
trates’ and Assistant Magistrates’ Courls. ‘The Nazims and Naib Nazims 
are invested with the powers of District and First Class Magistrates, 
and are empowered to try civil suits up to a claim of Rs, 1,000. They 
also heat appeals from Tahsildar’s Courts. The Sadar-ul-muham at 
Bhopal has the powers ofa Sessions Judge, and hears appeals from the 
City Magistrates. The other appellate courts are those presided over by 
Nasir-ul-muham and Naib Nasir-ul-muham. Her Highness hears all final 
appeals, All sentences of death, transportation or imprisonment for life 
are passed, subject to her confirmation, 

Sulimania High School, aftiliated to the Allahabad University, teaches 
up to the Entrance standard, There are also seven other schools, including 
two girls’ schools and seventy-six primary schools in the districts, ‘The 
Vieloria Girly’ School (started in 1891) has on its rolls over 180 pupils, who 
receive instruction in the three R’s and needle work, and also in the Koran. 
There is an instilution for purdah girls of respectable family, and Asafia 
school, called after Her Highness’s daughter, Princess Asaf Jahan, teaches 
medicine (Unans), anatomy and surgery. A public library is kept open 
in the Benazir Palace, 

There are thirty-seven nani hospitals, a military hospital at 
Jahangirabad, and a dispensary in the lines of the Victoria Lancers, 
"The Lady Lansdowne hospital, which is under a European lady: doctor, 
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and which has a midwifery class attached to i, gives medical aid to 
gosha women. The State has a postal system of ils own, There is a 
municipality in the town of Bhopal. The State minted its own coin {ill 
1899, when the British coin came into ‘currency, 

The army of Bhopal consists of Regulars, Irregulars, and the 
Imperial Service Cavalry, and numbers 1878 of all ranks, with a military 
band which plays European music. hey are all maintained at a cost of 
five lakhs, The strength of the police is 2518, ‘The Irregular Cavalry 
supplies a mounted police of 451, There is a central jail in Bhopal city 
with four subordinate jails. The convicts are employed in various indus- 
tries, and the tiles manufactured by them are largely used {hroughout 
Central India. 

Her Highness the Begum Sahiba has three sons, Nawab Mahomed 
Nasr-ul-lah Khan, Sabibzada Colonel Ubaid-ul-lah Khan, and Sahibzada 
Mahomed Hamid-ul-lah Khan. The heir-apparent who was born on the 
ath December 1876, renders very valuable assistance to his august mother 
in the carrying out of the affairs of the Durbar. Sahibzada Colonel 
Ubaid-ul-lah Khan is responsible for the efficient management of the 
Bhopal army, The Begum is entitled to a local salute of twenty-one 
guns, and of nineteen guns outside her territory. 

The chief traits of Her Highness’s character are a strong will, broad 
understanding, and a keen desire to perform faithfully her private and 
public duties, and to be the benefactor of her people. The enlightened 
ruler of Bhopal whose fame rests on the gratitude and the enduring love 
of her people, has before her a glorious and useful life, and her further 
efforts to improve the administration on modern lines will no doubt be 
crowned with complete success. 


HIS HIGHNESS THE BEGLAR BEGI 
MIR SIR MAHMUD KHAN II, G,C.LE,, 
WALL OF KALAT 


THOUGH there is a tradition that Kalat was originally under the sway 
of Hindu rulers, it has been under the control of Mahomedan Chiefs 
since the seventh century, The Ahmedazais, the ancesturs of the Chief of 
Kalat, who are of Arab descent, are said to have settled at Surat near 
Kalat (Baluchistan), They gradually spread their power and rose to 
prominence, One of the Ahmedzai Chiefs, Amir Hasan, captured Kalat 
from the Moghul Governor, and_ it was successfully retained by his suc- 
cessors for twelve generations till the rise of Amir Ahmed in 1666-67. 
The appellation Ahmedazai is derived from this Amir Ahmed. ‘The Chiefs 
of Kalat were never absolutely independent, as there was always a central 
authority to whose influence they had to yield, Originally they were sub- 
ject to the Moghul Emperors, and then they became the vassals of the 
Afghan rulers, 


Soon after the decline of the Moghul power, the chiefs adopted mea- 
sures lo promote union and harmony among the scattered units of their 
tribes, and succeeded in raising-the status of these highlanders by providing 
for their material comforts in several ways. A common interest was thus 
created in the community, and this went much to unify the people. 


Mir Ahmed I and three of his successors contributed largely to the ex- 
pansion and improvement of the State, In 1750 Mir Muhammad Nasir 
Khan I ascended the gadi and reigned for forty-four years, He proved him- 
self acapable ruler. His piety, administrative skill and love of fair play, made 
him very popular amongst his subjects ; and during his long and peaceful 
rule Kalat enjoyed continued prosperity, He was a close follower of the 
Jaws of Mahomed. In recognition of his military valour and administra- 
tive talent, the Afghan kings conferred on him the titles of Beglar Begi 
(Chief of Chiefs) and Wali-i-Kalat (Governor of Kalat), After him came 
Mir Mahmud Khan and Mir Mehrab Khan, During their time (he internal 
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tranquillity of the State was much disturbed, and there were constant 
feuds with the neighbouring chiefs. Mir Mchrab Khan was a cruel ruler 
and he murdered many of the chiefs under him, As he was hostile to 
the English, who were (hen growing in power and influence, he was svon 
brought to trouble, The English captured Kalat, and he was killed in ihe 
assaull, They then placed on the throne Shah Nawaz Khan, with Licute- 
nant Loveday as Political Officer, When in 1840 the Sarawan tribesmen 
raised a revolt, Shah Nawaz Khan was compelled to abdicate and Mir 
Nasir Khan II, the son of Mehrab Khan, succeeded him, On his death 
in 1857, his brother Khudadad Khan ascended the gadi, while yet a little 
boy, Taking advantage of his minority, several parties in the State began 
to assert their respective claims to power. There was anarchy and revolt 
during the next two decades. Ultimately Sherdil Khan, the cousin of the 
ruler, declared himself Chief of Kalat, and Khudadad Khan repaired to the 
frontier. The latier however managed {o recover his lost territory in 1864, 
But during his time there was no peace in the State, Revolls continued 
and party strife was in the ascendant. In 1873 the Commissioner of Sind 
tried to bring abouta reconciliation between the contending parties, but 
without success, The state of affairs did not long continue ; for Major 
(afterwards Sir) Robert Sandeman arrived at Kalat in 1875, and displayed 
considerable skill and vigour in drawing up the Mastung agreement, other- 
wise known as the Magna Charta of the Brahuti Confederacy, He held a 
special durbar, at which he announced its contents, 


This led to the active intervention of the British as the supreme 
controlling authority ; and a fresh treaty was concluded in December 1876 
between the Khan and the British, by which the British {ook upon them 
selves the responsibility of protecting the interests of the State and preser- 
ving its internal peace, Within a year after the conclusion of the treaty, Sir 
Robert Sandeman became the Agent to the Governor-General with Quetta 
as his head-quarlers. Notwithstanding the waywardness of the Khan, 
Sir Robert always ireaied him with kindness, In 1877 the Wali 
of Kalat attended the Imperial Assemblage at Delhi, when he obtained 
the distinction of G.C, S, I. During the Afghan war of 1875-79, 
His Highness rendered very valuable aid to the British, who appreciated 
his loyal service. He voluntarily resigned his powers in favour of his 
son, the present Chief, 


In 1893 His Highness Mir Mahmud Khan II was invested with full 
administrative powers, The following year he was created a G, C, 1. B 
In March 1906 the Khan paid his homage in full state to H, R. H, the 
Prince of Wales at Quetta, His Highness was also present at the ini 
Delhi Coronation Durbar, 


. 
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H. E, the Viceroy held a Durbar at Quetta on the Sth April 1911, 
when he spoke as follows ~~ 


In the first place, I am glad to be able to congratulate Your Highness the 
Khan of Kalat, on the continned progress in the administration of your #iabals 
under the able and energetic management of your Political Adviser, Khan 
Bahadur Kaji Jalaluddin Khan, C, 1. E., in whose hands the revenue of these 
niabals ave trebled themselves in the last few years, I further congratulate 
Your Highness on the steady advance in the peace and prosperity of this dis- 
tant but important District of Makran, under the management of your Najim, 
Nawab Mehrulla. With the increased resources at your disposal, it is my con- 
fident hope that Your Highness will be enabled to take such steps for the im- 
proved welfare of your subjects as may be necessary for the fulfilment of that 
obligation which rests on all chiefs secured from internal and external danger 
by British protection, to show liberality and enlightenment of administration, 
It is an obligation which I feel sure Your Highness will loyally carry out. 

The State, which is a mountainous country, has an area of 90,000 
square miles with a population of 500,000, The soil is generally sandy, In 
summer the (emperature is moderate, and in winter the cold is intense, 
The majority of (he population who are Sunni Mahomedans, live 
by agriculture, cattle-rearing and fishing, Wheat, jowar, rice and 
barley are the staple food, Melons, millets, tobacco, lucerne, potatoes 
and beans are also cultivated, Pomegranate, apricots, almonds, mul 
berries, vines and apples are commonly grown. No coin is current 
and cash dealings are practically unknown, All paymenis are therefore 
made in kind. The people are very hospitable, and live a simple and 
contented life, Gloss silk is manufactured in Makran, and coarse 
cotton cloth is woven in Kachhi, All Brahui women are adepts in needle 
work, and their embroidery is generally of exquisite workmanship. 


The Political Agent decides all inter-tribal differences and also 
disputes between the tribesmen and the Chief, as the right of 
arbitration vests in him, The British Government have taken on lease 
the administration of the Quetia, Nushki and Nasirabad Tahsils, Accord- 
ing to the terms of the treaty of 1876, ithe British Government pay the 
Khan subsidies amounting to Rs, 1,830,000, The quitrents for the 
leased areas come up to Rs, 1,41,500. The Revenue of the State is 
nearly nine lakhs of rupees, The army consists of 300 cavalry, 90 
artillery, and 29 old guns. There are two dispensaries in the State, one 
maintained by the British Government and the other by the Darbar, 
His Highness the Khan of Kalat is entitled to a salute of nineteen guns, 
Blessed with peace and tranquillity the State has been making rapid 
progress, and ils untapped resources may be expected lo make it sfill more 
prosperous in the future, ; 

ec 


HIS HIGHNESS THE RAJAH 
SIR SRI RAMA VARMA, G,C,S.1, G.C. 1. E,, 
RAJAH OF COCHIN 

Coculn, another Native State onthe west coast of India adjoining 
‘Sravancote, enjoys equally with her sister State all the bountics of nature, 
It is made up roughly of the hills, the plains, and the seaboards, The 
seasonal rainfall is not only heavy but fairly regular and uniform in 
quantity ; and the soil is very fertile, The State knows no famine, and the 
many natural advantages she enjoys, assure her of her material prosperity. 
The Western Ghauts with its numerous ranges traverse the country, 
The principal rivers are the Alwaye, the Chalakudi, the Kuruvannur, the 
Ponnani and the Chittur. The navigable backwaters running parallel to 
the sea {end to promote the commercial prosperity of this idyllic litile State, 

The area of the State is 1418 square miles with a population of nearly 
a million, About 68 per cent. of the people are Hindas and 7 per cent. 
Mahomedans. The Christians form a_ little over one-fourth of the total 
population, The revenue of the State which has been steadily rising in 
recent years amounts to about forly-five lakhs, while the annual expendi- 
ture comes to nearly thirty-four lakhs, 

Cochin of whose early history very little is known, is said to have 
formed, about the middle of the ninth century, part of the ancient kings 
dom of Kerala under the sway of Cheraman Perumal from svhom the 
present rulersof the State claim their descent, Originally known as 
Perumpadappunad, Cochin still retains the name in the ruling family 
which is known as Perumpadappu Svarupam, At the beginning of the 
sixteenth century the Portuguese who had been permitted to settle within the 
country, built a fort at Cochin, and carried on their trade with the State, 
The Rajahs of Cochin sought their aid in their wars with the Zamorin of 
Calicut. For nearly a century the Portuguese maintained friendly relationg 
with the Rajahs of Cochin, But they were compelled to retire from the 
town of Cochin in 1668, before the rising power of the Dutch. The Dutch 
opened friendly negotiations with {he State, and gradually obtained several 
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villages. Through their aid, Prince Virakerala Varma was placed on the 
gadi, and he assumed the title of King of Cochin. He was also presented 
with a crown which bore the Arms of the Dutch East India Company. 
But about the middle of the eighteenth century, the Dutch whose power 
was on the decline, disappeared from the scene of their influence, The 
Zamorin of Calicul seized this opportunity and invaded the State, but was 
successfully repulsed through the timely help of the Travancore forces, 
In return for this aid, Travancore obtained as a reward a portion of 
Cochin. In 1776 Haider Ali turned his arms against the Rajah of 
Cochin who was compelled to acknowledge the suzerainty of Haider and 
pay him an annual tribute, For about fifteen years the State continued 
lo pay tribute to Haider and his son Tippu. But in 1791 the Rajah 
entered into a treaty with the British by which he became their vassal 
and agreed to pay them an annual tribute of a lakh of rupees, In 1808 
an insurrection broke out, the object of which was {to assassinate the 
British Resident. Both the Ministers of Cochin and Travancore cons- 
pired towards this end, ‘The insurrection was however easily put down, 
This again led to a new trealy being concluded between the Rajah of 
Cochin and the Brilish, by which the annual iribute payable by the 
Rajah was enhanced to two and a quarter lakhs. Further the British 
Government agreed to defend the territories of the Rajah against all his 
enemies, and the Rajah of Cochin on the other hand agreed noi to hold 
any correspondence with any foreign State or power, and not lo engage 
the services of any European without the previous sanction of the British 
Government. In 1818 the annual subsidy was reduced to two lakhs, 
Since then there has been steady improvement in the administration of 
the State, Many beneficial measures have been introduced, and there 
have been evident signs of prosperity all over the Province, 


In 1862 the Rajah was granted a sanad by the then Viceroy, Karl 
Canning, and was allowed the right of adoption on failure of natural 
heirs, Like Travancore, Cochin follows the Murumakuthayam law or the 
law of succession through the female line, 


His Highness Sir Rama Varma, the present Ruler, was born 1 1852, 
He ascended the gad? after the death of his uncle Sri Vira Kerala Varma 
in 1895, when he was forty-three years old, In June 1897 the British 
Government conferred on His Highness the distinction of K, C.S, 1. Lord 
Curzon, the Viceroy, visited the State in 1900. His Excellency in ress 
ponding to the health proposed by His Highness said : 


His Highness in proposing the health of Lady Curzon and myself, a 
health which we arg very grateful to you lor having received so kindly bag 
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contrived in very few words to say a number of apposite things, ‘This no 
doubt is the secret of dinner-table or luncheon-table oratory, but it is a secret 
to which few attain. Permit me to assure His Highness that he need not 
deprecate the character of the welcome thal he has accorded us, Like every- 
thing else that he superintends himself—and I am glad to think that he 
superintends most things in Cochin—it has been exccedingly well done and 
I may profit by this opportunity to say how immensely Lady Curzon and I 
have enjoyed our short visit here and how grateful we are for the sleps thal 
have been taken to enterlain us. His Highness has remarked thal Lam the first 
Viceroy to visit Cochin. ‘Though my visit apart from its pleasure to myself, is 
certainly intended as a compliment to the Stale and its Chief, yet the fact 
that it is the first may in a sense be regarded as a tribute to the tranquillity 
which Cochin has so long enjoyed and the loyalty which it has shown for a 
hundred years to the British Crown. It has not been deemed necessary to 
cast even a passing eye upon the principality that could so well manage to 
look after itself. Ladies and gentlemen, since I have been in India [ have 
kept careful watch upon the circumstances and developments of the various 
Native States, and nowhere have I seen signs of a more intelligent or 
progressive administration than in Cochin. His Highness during the five 
years that he has been on the gadi, has shown (hat he is a shrewd hard- 
working and conscientious ruler who is devoted Lo the interests of his people, 
Already, assisted by the capable officials with whom he has surrounded 
himself, he has made many gratifying improvements iu lhe administration, 
and there still remain sufficient lields—it is unnecessary for me to point them 
out—-to occupy his energies for many years to come. 

In 1903 His Highness allended the Coronation Durbar al Delhi, where 
he was created a G. C. S. 1. The following year His Highness toured in 
Southern India, and paid a visit to Travancore, In December 1906 His 
Highness went to Madras and paid his loyal homage to Their Royal High» 
nesses the Prince and Princess of Wales, In the beginning of L011 Eis 
Highness’s salute was raised from seventecn to nineteen guns, Althe Dethi 
Coronation Durbar held in December 1911, the Maharajah obtained (he 
distinction of G, C. lL, E. During his reign the State has advanced not a 
little, and in all the recent administrative reforms His Highness has been 
most ably assisied by his present talented Dewan, Mr. A. Rk, Banerjec 
whose statesmanship and administrative skill have been known lo be of 
the highest order, Among the numerous measures of refurm may be 
mentioned the complete re-organisation of the account system, the 
extension atthe cost of the Durbar of the railway to the capilal, the 
scientific working of the forest, the construction of a forest tram 
way, the improvement of excise adininistration, the cumpletion of the 
revenue settlement, the separation of the revenue and magisterial func- 
tions, the establishment of the Public Health department, the re«organis 


it, I. THE RALAH Of COCHIN 101 


sation of the Devasvam and the Agricultural departments, and improve- 
ment of the fisheries, the industrial survey of the Stale, the extension of 
industrial and technical cducation, and the introduction of a system of 
Municipal administration in towns, 


The State has been fortunate in the selection of its Dewans or Minis- 
ters. It has had a succession of capable and efficient Ministers from Dewan 
Nanjappayya, and this has contributed not a little io its progress in all 
directions. He directed his attention lo the improvement of the judicial 
administration of the State, and introduced vaccination and a new Abkari 
system. The first systematic survey and settlement of wet lands was also 
begun in his time, 


Dewan Venkatasubbayya was no less active and zealous in raising the 
standard of administration. He proved himself a highly capable officer, 
During his time great changes were introduced in several departments of 
the State, ‘The judicial administration was brought into line with that of 
the British Government, The stamp duty was introduced. A re-survey 
and selilement of land was made. Experimental gardens were opened 
for the benefit chiefly of the ryot population. Coffee plantations were 
encouraged, Modern methods were employed in the improvement of 
agriculture, Vernacular schools were re-organised. An English school 
was eslablished at ‘Trichur, and anolher at Mattancheri, Other minor 
reforms such as the re-organisation of the Dewan’s olfice, were also 
introduced, 

With Dewan Sankara Wariyar began the modern administration of 
the State, He was a statesman of conspicuous abilities. His varied 
activitics were seen in the proper regulation of finance, the execution of 
useful public works, the expansion of trade, the improvement of agriculture, 
and the suppression of grave crimes. ‘Transit duties were abolished and 
increased facilities were given to the growth of trade, The inland customs 
were reduced. An English school, which has since developed into the 
present college, was founded at Ernakulam, as also a charity Hospital 
which is now the General Hospital of Cochin, Above all, successful 
atlempts were made to abolish serfdom and to improve the condition of 
the labouring classes, 

‘The regime of Dewan Sankara Menon was characterised by progress 
and prosperity in all irections, Further improvements were made in 
judicial administration. Highly qualified and competent men were 
chosen as judges. A beginning was made in the codlification of certain 
customary laws, Munsiffs’ courts were established at select centres, 
Eleven Regulations were brought into line with those of British India, 
‘The financial condition of the Stale was considerably improved, The 
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land revenue increased by about 84 per cent, The expenditure was well 
regulated, so that a great saving was effected, and about sixteen lakhs of 
rupees were invested in Government securities, The extension of irviga- 
tion, the construction of public works, the spread of education, and the 
establishment of new hospitals and dispensaries, have all largely contris 
buted lo the moral and material progress of the State, In recognition of 
his meritorious services, the British Government made the Dewan a 
Companion of the Star of India, 

During his brother Govinda Menon’s tenure of olfice, the syslem of 
Police was re-organised on modera lines, the Penal and Criminal Pro- 
cedure Codes were introduced, the Rajah’s court of appeal was established, 
the Export duty on pepper was abolished, and English schools for girls 
were opened. ‘The introduction of the grant-in-aid system for privale 
schools, and the extension of the Chitlur irrigation scheme were other 
beneficial measures of reform. The most important measure was the 
satisfactory settlement of the long standing boundary dispute between 
Travancore and Cochin. 

There are several remains of great antiquarian interest ‘The ruins 
of the Dutch Fort at Cranganur, the rock-cul caves, and the famous old 
temples of the Vadakunnathan shrine in Trichur and the Tiruvanchikulam 
temple near Cranganur, the Jewish synagogue at Mattancheri, with a cloek 
(ower nearly three hundred years old, and the copper plate charters of 
the Jews, are objects of archzvological importance, 

Of the tota) Christian popalalion 1,96,690 are natives, ‘The Catholic 
and Syrian churches claim numerous adherents, ‘The Jews in the State 
number 1,173, Malayalam, spoken by about $8 per cent. and ‘Tamil, by 
about 7 per cent, are the chief languages, There are numerous castes, 
of whom the Tiyans or the toddy-drawing Lluvans and the Nayars constitute 
the largest number, They number 1,84,504 and 1,11,887 respectively, 
In olden times the Nayars were renowned for their military valour, ‘Chey 
have now largely taken to agriculture and other peaceful pursuits in life, 
The Marumakkuthayam Law of Inheritance is prevalent among them by 
which the succession of legal heirs runs throngh the female line, Marriage 
is considered a social union between the husband the wife, and can be- 
dissolved at the will of either party. The Nambudris who are the ancient 
Brahmins of Malabar are very orthodox and conservative and are respected 
most by the people. They exercise no small influence on the Hindu 
community, They too have certain peculiar marriage customs, Only 
their eldest son marries; the others bave sambandams in Nair families, 


Rice, the staple food of the country, is extensively grown in about 
fifty varieties, Next in imporlance cumes thu cocounul pal, which 
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flourishes best in the sandy tracts, The only minerals worked are granite, 
laterite, and limestone, The forests with an area of 605 square miles, 
elaim nearly one half of the State, and yield valuable timber, Coffee and 
cardamous are some of the minor products, Irrigalion has done much to 
improve the condition of the ryol. The State railway, which is managed 
by the South Indian Railway, runs between Shoranur and Ernakulam, 

For achninistrative purposes the State is divided into the Northern 
and Southern divisions, The headquarters are Trichur and Ernakulam 
respectively. The actministration of the State is carried on by the Rajah, 
assisted by the Dewan and the Law Committee, The Dewan is the Chie! 
Minister and head of the administration, Each of the divisions is under 
the control of a Peshkar who exercises the power of a District Magis- 
trate. The Law Committee consists of a President and seven members, 
All regulations are first submitted to the Dewan for his revision and are 
then forwarded through the British Resident to the Government of 
Madras for approval. In some cases bills are prepared independent of 
the Law Committee, On approval the bills are formally resubmitted to 
the Rajah for his assent, and they then become law. in emergent cases 
the Rajah issues proclamations in his own name which have the force of 
law, All Slate enactments are known as regulations. The Cranganur 
taluk fs under a Chief who pays an annual tribute to the Rajah of Cochin, 

Justice is efficiently administered by a Chief Court consisting of three 
judges, two District Courts, and six Munsiffs’ Courts, The Chief Court 
also controls the administration of criminal justice with two Sessions 
Courts, two District Magistrates with first class powers, and ten second or 
third class Magistrates under it, The Chief Court is the supreme judicial 
tribunal in all matters civil and criminal. But sentences of death or of 
imprisonment for life should receive the confirmation of the Rajah. The 
British Resident is a justice of the peace, and exercises the powers of a 
District Magistrate and Sessions Judge. An appeal from his decisions lies 
to the Madras High Court. 

The Cochin Agricultural and Industrial Exhibition is annually held 
for the benefit chiefly of the ryot population, The Durbar pays special 
attention lo the steady improvement of agriculture. In rural tracts 
agricultural associations have been doing much useful work. 


The educational progress of the State is indeed praiseworthy. In 
Southern India, Cochin takes the lead in educational matters next to 
Madras, 184 per cent, of the population are able toread and write, 
There are 102 sircar schools with 17,265 pupils nearly half of whom are 
girls, 216 aided schools with 18,852 pupils and 697 unaided schools 
with 15,246 pupils, Of the total number of pupils under insiruction, in 
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ever one thousand institutions, about $5 per cent, are Elindus, 49 
per cent. Christians and § per cent, Mahomedans, Besides a second 
grade college al Ernakulam, there are fourteen high schools and over 
one thousand primary schools, Free education is provided in all elemen- 
tary schools, Thirteen night schools, all bul one maintained by the State, 
exist chiefly for the benefit of the working classes, In (he Sircar (raining 
school, there is a section for lady teachers. Female aducation is making 
rapid progress. There are altogether fifly-three girls! schools of which 
thirty-three belong to the Sirkar and {wenty are aided instilutions, There 
are also two high schools for girls. The total number of girls under ine 
struction is 15,139, Among the subjects tanghi, music and needlework 
claim special attention, The Palace Girls’ School, opened in 1885, is for 
the benefit of the girls of the ruling family. Recently new measures have 
been adopted for promoting technical anc industrial education, 


The State trvops consist of 309 Infantry, L6 Cavalry, and 4 guns. The 
Nair Brigade (including the infantry and the artiflery) has about two 
dozen officers and 250 men. ‘The State band has a staff of twenty men, 
The police force is under the control of a Superintendent who is also the 
Commandant of the Nair Brigade, and consisis of 6:3 officers and about 
500 men, ‘The central jail is at Ernakulam, There are besides nine sub- 
sidiary jails in the Province. Weaving, oil-extracting and the manufacture 
of coir-fibre are the principal jail industries. 

There are eleven hospitals, ning dispensaries, lwo asyluma, and ane 
veterinary hospital, The Edward Memorial Fund has assumed the shape 
of the Edward Maternity Hospital towards which the Durbar gave a 
munificent grant of Rs, 20,000 and the public contributed about 
Rs, 12,000. The State has a postal system of its own, and has lorty-three 
anchal (post) offices and eighly-four letter boxes, 

Under His Highness’'s progressive rule the State has prospered and 
his subjects enjoy peace and contentment, Cochin bids fair to bea 
Model State at no distant date, 
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HONORARY MAJOR-GENERAL HIS HIGHNESSTHE MAHARAJAH 
SIR CHANDRA SHUM SHERE JUNG BAHADUR RANA 
G4CB,GCS5146V.0,D.6L,RRG.S,, etc, etc, 

PRIME MINISTER AND MARSHAL OF NEPAL 


Though Nepal is an independent kingdom, and has, therefore, no 
place in a book wholly devoted to the Ruling Chiefs and other 
celebrities of British India, its Prime Minister, the de facio ruler of that 
ancient and historic country on the southern flank of the Himalayas, has 
been the recipient of such signal marks of friendship and honour from His 
Majealy the King-Emperor in person and from the British Government, 
and is so much an Indian at heart and in sympathies, with noble Rajput 
blood in his veins, that no work on Indian worthies would be complete that 
did not include at least a short account of his remarkable personality and 
of the part played by him in recent times. It isa curious instance in the 
annals of eastern States that the Kings of Nepal from about the beginning 
of the last century should have entrusted the active administration of the 
State to their Prime Ministers, From the time of the great Bhim Sen 
Yhappa, the Prime Minister, in whose hands Ran Bahadur Sah, the King 
of Nepal, at the time of his death, lef( the interests of his child and those of 
his family, the office of Prime Minister has more or less carried with it the 
real rolership of the State; and the holders of the office have justified the trust 
reposed in them, by (heir devotion and loyalty to the interests of the Royal 
House no less than by their skill in the administration of the kingdom. 

When Ran Bahadur Sah's successor, Girvana Yudha Bikram, died 
young in 1816, his infant son, Rajendra Bikram Sah, was placed on the 
throne, General him Sen ‘Thappa continuing as Minister; and in the latter 
were, in cansequence, united all the prerogatives of the Crown and the 
responsibilities of the Minister, As in the case of the British constitution 
where the royal prerogatives are, to a large extent, cxertised by the ministry 
in power, these powers and responsibilities were continued to his successors, 

The Minister is generally styled Maharajah, while the King himself is 
called Maharajah Dhirajah. To-day all departments in Nepal ares under 

: ld 
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‘the control of the Minister, who has a Council to assist him, its members 
being of His Highness's own selection, The Minister receives all commu. 
nications concerning political, fiscal and judicial matlers, and dispases of 
them according to their merits without consulling the King or the 
Council, Public moncy is spent only under his orders, I is (he Minister 
that confers all appointments, civil or milifary, and itis he that hears all 
complaints regarding public matters, 

Bhim Sen Thappa died in 1839, and was succeeded four years later by 
his nephew, Matabar Singh. On the assassination of the latter in 1846, his 
nephew, Jung Bahadur, became Prime Minister, and continued in office till 
his death in 1877. In 1847 Rajendra Bikram Sah was forced to abdicate 
in favour of his son, Surendra Bikram Sah, At the outset of his career Jung 
Bahadur had to contend against many court intrigues and internal 
quarrels, but by his tact, skill and greal will-power, he was very soon able 
to overcome them all; so much so that in 1850 he was in a position to 
undertake a European tour,.being the first great Indian ruler to do so, 
This visit to Europe evidently did him great good ; for, when the Mutiny 
broke ont in 1857, in spite of overtures made to him by rebels, he was able 
to see things in their proper perspective and judge of the true interests of 
the country, He rightly joined the British and, al the head of an army 
8,000 strong, helped them both al Gorakhpore and Lucknow. Fis timely 
service secured for the Nepal Durbar the lasting friendship of the British 
Government, When the Mutiny was quelled and order was restored, the 
services of Maharajah Jung Bahadur were handsomely recognised, The 
Nepal army was paid for the time it was in service, and liberal donations 
were given to the relations of those that had died in battle, On the Prime 
Minister himself was conferred the unique honour of G, C, B. In 18602 
fresh treaty was concluded with the Nepal Durbar, by Which a tract of 
country al the foot of the Himalayas, ceded lo the British in 1816, was 
restored to Nepal. The Prime Minister enjoyed a personal salute of 
nineteen guns, and was made a G. C,S, L, in 1878, 

In 1876 when His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales—after- 
wards His Majesty the King-Emperor Edward Vil—visited India, he 
camped on the banks of the Sarda, near Nepal. A most cordial 
and enthusiastic welcome was accorded to the Royal vistior by 
Maharajah Jung Bahadur and the people of Nepal, Presenis were 
exchanged, and durbars and banquets were held on a scale befitting the 
great occasion, Past acts of kindness and help were mutually acknow- 
ledged amidst festfve rejoicings. The Prime Minister referred to the 
kindness he had experienced when he visited Hngland in 1850, and ex» 
pressed the hope that he might be able {o repeat the visit. But this hope 
was nbt realised asa year later the great Jung Bahadur was called to 
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his rest amidst the sincere mourning of his subjects. His brother, 
Ranodip Singh, who was Commander-in-Chief, succeeded him according ~ 
io Jung Bahadu's arrangement, limiting the succession to the Premier- 
ship to the families of himself and his brothers. Surendra Bikram Sah 
died in 1881 and was succeeded by his grandson, Prithvi Bir Bilram Sah. 
In 1885 a coup delat took place, and the Minisler’s nephew, Bir Shum Shere 
Jung, the son of Dhir Shum Shere, succeeded Ranodip Singh who was 
assassinated, He continued to be Prime Minister till his death in 1901. 
Under Maharajah Bir Shum Shere Jung, G.C,S.L,, the country enjoyed 
all the advantages of an efficient and sympathetic administration, Many 
improvements were effected, not the least of them being the successful 
working oul of a scheme of water-supply for the towns of Khatmandu and 
Bhatgaon, The introduction of a good drainage scheme went far-to im- 
prove sanitation, Maay schools and hospitals were opened. Fond of archi- 
teclure, he erected a magnificent palace for himself to live in, His relation- 
ship with the British Government was always of a most friendly nature, 
He took severe measures to put down dacoity, Many boundary disputes 
with the British were lactfully and amicably settled, and he made himself 
very useful in raising a Gurkha regiment for the British Indian Army, In 
recognition of his friendly services, the distinction of G. C. 5.1, was con- 
ferred on him. In [892 Lord and Lady Roberts paid a visit 10 Nepal, where 
they enjoyed the hospitality of the Minister, They expressed themselves’ 
immensely pleased with everything they saw. The fine parade ground at 
Khatmandu-—a monument of the industry and military ardour of the 
Nepalese—clicited His Lordship’s special admiration, The eighteen thou- 
sand troops which were drawn up in review, in His Lordship’s expert estima- 
tion, did not suffer in comparison with the Gurkha regiments in the British 
Indian Army. A. Al, the present Prime Minister was then the Commander- 
in-Chief, whom His Lordship described as a red-hol soldier. He had so 
great an admiration for the British that he assured His Lordship that he 
had 40,000 good soldiers at his back lo march against the Russians if they 
should come, The period of administration of Bir Shum Shere Jung 
was on the whole one of peace, prosperity and contentment lo the people, 
He was succeeded for a few months by his brother, Maharajah Deb 
Shum Shere Jung Bahadur Rana, after whom another brother of his, the 
present Prime Minister, was called to the helm of Government, 
Maharajah Chandra Shum Shere Jung Bahadur Rana was born on the 
8th July 1863, “Phe child is the father of the man,” and, even as a boy, he 
was the most remarkable among his brothers; so much so that, of all the 
seventeen sons of General Dhir Shum Shere, the Maharajah was the only one 
who went down to the Calcutta University and came out successful in its 
éxaminations, ‘Che then Vice-Chancellor of the Universily referred to him 
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in his Convocation address of 1884 in the following terms :—"' In the class 
list for (he Entrance Examinalion appears the name of a young gentleman 
who holds a high mililary command in the army of Nepal and who has 
shown on this occasion that he can handle (he pen not less eflliviently than 
ihe'sword.” He was contemplating further study af the University, but 
affairs in Nepal demanded his presence there, certain momentous political 
issues having been then at stake, His father's death, which took place in the 
same year, precipitated the trend of affairs which resulted in the coup d'etat 
of 1885, whereby his eldest brother, Bir Shum Shere, was raised to the 
Premiership, The Maharajah, who had begun his military career with a Co- 
lonelcy, became a Major-General in 1882, and his promotions followed 
rapidly. In 1885 he was General commanding the Southern Army, and two 
years later he was raised to the Eastern Command. Subsequently, in the 
same year, he was further promoted to the rank of the Senior Commanding 
General which, as Lord Roberts shrewdly perceived, implied that he was 
virtually the Commander-in-Chief of the Nepalese Army. In this capacily 
he trained the Nepal soldiery vigorously and translated for them several 
English military books into Parbatia, Besides this military command, he 
held the Directorship of the Foreign Olfice and that of Public {nstruction, 
and both departments bore the impress Of his comarkable talents, 
On ithe death of Bir Shum Shere, in March 1901, he was made 
Commander-in-Chief of the Nepalese Army. Bul altairs in Nepal were 
again unsalisfactory under Maharajah Deb Shum Shere, A revolution 
followed, which, to the credit of the present Prime Minister, was bloodless 
for the first time in the annals of Nepal, Maharajah Chandra Shum Shere 
was extremely popular with all classes, and his assumption of the post of 
Prime Minister and Marshalon the 26th June 1901, was hailed with acclama- 
tion as the dawn of a new era of prosperity and “an ampler day’, His 
Highness had not long been in office when he received from the Emperor 
of China the rare distinction of Thong-Lin-Pimma-Ko-Kang-Wang-Sian 

Early in 1902 when the King or Maharajah Dhirajah of Nepal and the 
Amir of Afghanistan received invitations from Lord Curzon (o attend the 
Delhi Durbar of 19038, the Maharajah Dhirajah replied to the Viceroy as 
follows:— Ag’ | cannot come, my Prime Minister and Marshal, Maharajah 
Chandra Shum Shere Jung Bahadur Rana, Thong-Lin-Pimma-Ko-Kang- 
Wang-Sian, whom I consider my other self, will wait upon Your IExcel- 
lency at the Durbar, I hope that, with your usual kindness and favour 
and considering the firm friendship which exists between the two Govern- 
ments, Your Excellency will show him the honour and consideration due 
to his high position,” ‘Thus the Maharajah went to Delhi to represent 
the Maharajah Dhirajah and viewed the Delhi Durbar from {he foreign 
representatives’ block, 
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In 1904 the Maharajah paid a special visit to Lord Curzon in Calcutla ; 
and, when the Tibet Mission was Proceeding, His Highness issued the 
famous letter of advice to the Tibetan authorities, and hig attitude towards 
the British Government during this critical time wag greatly appreciated, 
In 1905 he received the distinction of GCS. In the following year 
Lord Kitchener went on a visit to Khatmandu and aunounced to the 
Maharajah that the King-Emperor had been pleased to confer on him the 
rank of an Honorary Major-General in the British Army and the Honorary 
Colonelship of the dth Gurkha Rifles, Lord Kitchener was then created 
an Honorary General in the Nepalese Army. This exchange of 
military honours pleased the Nepalese very much. In 1907 the Maharajah 
went down to Calcutta on a visit to Lord Minto, and, in April 1908, he 
with his suile sailed for England, Major J. Manners-Smith, V.C, CLE, 
and Lieut. Macleod Wylie of the 4th Gurkhas, were attached to His 
Highness’s party, On his voyage he touched at Malta, where H, R, H. the 
Duke of Connaught, in his Capacity of High Commissioner, accorded to 
hima right royal weleome, London was reached on the 9th of May, 
His Majesty King Edward VI entertained his distinguished guest with all 
royal hospitality, His Highness was accommodated in Mortimer House, and 
carriages and servants from Buckingham Palace were placed at his disposal, 
On the Lith of May King Edward received the great visitor in state, 
A cordial welcome was extended to him, and a special guard of honour with 
the band and colours of the Coldstream Guards was drawn up in hig 
honour, and greatly to the delight of the visitors, the band struck up the 
Maharaja's Nepalese Anthem, H, R, H. the Prince of Wales, the present 
King-l¢mperor, was then visited at Marlborough House, The Maharajah's 
personality made a marked impression on English society, and he became 
the lion of the season, King Edward made it a point to invite him to every 
important social and military function, His Majesty included him in the 
Royal cortege, and at the Naval and Military Tournament was seen in the 
Royal box with the Maharajah on the right and Queen Alexandra on the 
left, he Maharajah visited the many interesting and historic places in Lon. 
don, and it so chanced (hat on his visit lo the Houses of Parliament, Sir 
William Bull asked the Under-Sceretary of State for India whether the 
visit of the Prine Minister of Nepal to England and other parts of 
Europe was by official invitation, whether he was to be treated as a slate 
auest, and, if so, whether the expenses of his hospitalily would be 
defrayed from the British Exchequer or from Indian funds, After answer. 
ing Uhe first two questions in the affirmative, Mr, Buchanan said that the 
cost of (he entertainment of the Prime Minister of Nepal as a state 
guest would be berne by the British Exchequer, 

On the 28th of May the Maharajah was entertained on board HM, 8, 
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King Edward VII by Admiral Lord Charles Beresford, and subsequently a 
naval review was held in His Highness's honour; and as he passed’ down 
the line of ships composing a fleet of about forty warships, cach vessel 
saluted him in turn, He was also accorded military honours on board 
the French warship Leon Gambetta, on which the French President 
crossed over to England, A special meeting was arranged by King 
Edward VII between the French President and the Maharajah. On = the 
Sth of June a field day was held at Aldershot in His Highness’s honour, 
followed by a review of about 12,000 horse and foot and 81 guns, On 
the 19th of June he was entertained by the special command of the King 
on board the first ship of the British fleet, H. M.S. Dreadnonght, and 
shown the very latest methods of naval warfare, including target practice, 
{orpedo discharges, and submarines, After witnessing this interesting naval 
manoeuvre, His Highness returned escorted by a flotilla of destroyers, 
Many of the Cabinet Ministers met bim on board, while the Union Jack 
and the Nepalese flag were crossed aga symbol of the alliance, 

On the 24th of June the University of Oxford conferred on the 
Maharajah honoris causa the degree of Doctor of Civil Laws, 

In July His Highness toured in the North, proceeding .o Edin- 
burgh, Glasgow, and Sheffield, where the Lords Provost and the Lord 
Mayor accorded him public receptions, Returning lo London again 
on the 9th, he received the announcement that (he King had been 
pleased to confer on him the high distinction of an Aonortry GC, B, 
On the 13th he was invited to the opening ceremony of the Olyimpie 
Games, where His late Majesty showed him special honour by giving him 
precedence over the Diplomatic Corps and including him in the party 
of the royal guesis, among: whom were the Crown Princes and Princesses 
of Sweden and Greece, and to whom His Cighness was introduced by the 
Duke of Connaught, the father-in-law of ihe Crown Prince of Sweden, 
Ht was then time for H. R. H, the Prince of Wales, now King-Emperor, 
to go to Quebec for the tercentenary celebrations ; and before he started 
for Canada, His Réyal Highness held an evening party in His Highness's 
honour al Marlborough House, To this distinguished gathering His Royal 
Highness with his characteristic thoughtfulness invited His Highness's 
friends who were then in England, On the 21st of July King Ecward held a 
special investiture inthe Throne Room at Buckingham Palace and decorat. 
ed the Maharajah with the riband and badge of the Most Honourable Order 
of the Bath. Asa signal mark of his Majesty's favour, the slar of the 
G, C. B, was set in diamonds. After the ceremony, His Highness Look 
leave of the King and Queen prior to his departure. On the 22nd of July 
he left London for an informal tour on the Continent, A distingnished 
gatheriag saw him off at the Victoria Slation, and un the same day the 
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Times published the Maharajah’s message of farewell to the British nation, 
which ran as follows i— 

“Thave thoroughly enjoyed my visits—that I was sure I should do, for 
your country and niine are sworn allies, 

“ Remember, thousands of my people are in your Indian Army ; we have 
fought side by side on many occasions ; and my owa army is ready to render 
you help again, if it should ever be aceded. You can, therefore, understand 
what a great pleasure it has given me lo see for the first time the country with 
which mine has been so long connected by these ties of friendship, 

“ But there has been something more, for which I was not prepared, and 
which I have felt very deeply—that is, the great kindliness and sympathy 
which have been so universally extended to meand to my staff by all whom we 
have met; by Their Most Gracious Majesties the King and Queen, by Their Royal 
Highnesses the Prince and Princess of Wales and the Duke and Duchess of Con. 
naught, by the officials of the India Office, and by the people of Great Britain, 

“Wherever we have gone, we have found every one anxious to make us feel 
we were friends, I have been able to-day to personally thank Their Majesties the 
King and Queen, and I want to, and do, thank the British people for all their kind. 
ness and friendship. I return to my country with most pleasant recollections, 

“Yours isa great country, I haveseen with admiration your splendid 
Fleet and am proud that it is the Fleet of our ally ; but to me the greatness of 
your country is best seen in the good it has done to our great neighbour, India, 
in the peace, security of life and property, justice, and numerous other benefits 
it has given to that country. 

“So I take my leave, with the wish that God may prosper the people of this 
country aud their work, and by again saying how much [and my people have 
enjoyed the kind hospitality which has been so freely extended to us and for 
which we are all so thankful”, 

The Times and all the English newspapers raised a chorus of approval 
and appreciation of the message, and the general impression left by the 
visit may be summed up in the words of the Daily Telegraph :— 

“During the last few years this country has been visited by an unexampled 
succession of distinguished foreign personages, but none of them has been 
more interesting, and few more important, than the Prime Minister of Nepal.” 

After passing through France, Switzerland, and Italy, His Highness 
embarked at Naples on the 2nd of August. On the voyage home he touched 
at Rameswaram for the Prayaschittam ceremony. He had specially char- 
tered the S, S, City of Viewna for the exclusive use of himself and party for 
both the outward and homeward journeys, His own cooks travelled with 
him, and all the arrangements for food and water were made in strict con- 
formity with orthodox Hindu requirements, King Edward respected the 
religious scruples of his guest ; and, at the great garden party which His 
Majesty hold at Windsor, a special tent was set apart, where only fresh 
fruits were kept and nobody except those of His Highness’s caste was 
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allowed to go in, On the 27th of August the Maharajah returned to Khat. 
mandu, and on the 3ist a grand Durbar, presided over by the Maharajah 
Dhirajah, was held in honour of his return, Since his return from Eng. 
land, the Maharajah’'s health was notall that could be desired, and it was 
only very recently that he was restored to his normal heallh 

Towards the close of 1910, it was announced thal Pheir Mayesties 
King George and Queen Mary would grace the next Delhi Durbar with 
their presence, No sooner did the Maharajah hear this announcement 
than he sent a most cordial invitation lo the King-Emperor fora 
shoot in the Terai, {t was arranged that His Majesty should visit Nepal 
when he was in India in 1906, and preparations were made on a grand 
scale, but as cholera broke out among the camp-folluwers, the shoot was 
abandoned to the great disappointment of His Highness, In 1911 when 
His Majesty accepted the Maharajah’s invilation, every Nepalese looked 
forward to the Royal visit as a unique event. Unluckily, however, the 
Maharajah Dhirajah of Nepal died on the LLth of December, and was 
succeeded by his only son and heir, Tribbubana Bir Bikrum Sah; but before 
he passed away, the Nepalese Sovereign expressed his carnest wish that 
nothing, not even his demise, should interfere with the shootjand the Prime 
Minister hoped earnestly that His Majesty would carry out his intention 
of visiting Nepal, adding that it would be a great disappoiniment 
to his people as well as to himself if Nepal were deprived for the second 
time of the honour of receiving His Majesty. In accordance with the 
wishes of the Nepalese Government and people, His Imperial Majesty 
decided to fulfil the engagement inasmuch as the period of mourning was 
over, Accordingly, the King-Emperor arrived al Bikna Thori on the 18th of 
December and was received by the Maharajah, The shoot lasted till the 
28th of that month, during which time His Majesty and parly bagged 
thirty-nine tigers, eighteen rhinoccroses and four bears, ‘Iwo shooting 
camps had been prepared, one at Sukivar and another at Kasra, to both of 
which a motor track led a train of motor cars to and from the railway 
station, So alike were these two camps equipped as regards the shooting 
box, tents, clectric lights, furniture, water supply, etc,, that it was hard to 
distinguish one from ihe other, Between these {wo camps King George 
dividdd the period of his stay, Great was the gathering of elephants and 
grand was the shikar. It was a glorious success, His Majesty spent a most 
pleasant Chrisimas Day in Nepal, Presents were exchanyed, and the Kings 
Emperor conferred on the Maharajah the distinction of G,C,V,O,, aud on the 
Cammander-in-Chief, General Bhim Shum Shere Jung Bahadur Rana, that 
of KC, ¥,0, The special Christmas card—a pholograph of His Majesty 
and His Highness shaking hands—presented by His Majesty symbolising 
the friendship between the two Rulers and their Governments, was greally 
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admired by the Nepalese, This visit of the King-Emperor has been much 
appreciated by the people of Nepalas a great mark of friendship, and His 
Majesty on his return wired to His Highness, “ Dear Maharajah, [ know I 
can always count upon you and your people as my truest friends,” 

The Maharajah's dignified figure was missed by his admirers ai the 
Delhi Durbar of 1911, Only Feudatories and subjects within the Indian 
Dominions were summoned, and so no invitation was sent to the Nepal 
Durbar, But the Maharajah was not forgotten; a personal salute of 
nineteen guns was granted to him. 

In his own quiet but determined manner the Maharajah has done not 
a little for the internal administration of Nepal, In the course of a speech 
which he delivered on a public occasion some years back, he gave utter- 
ance to the following significant words: —“Of course it will take time, I 
am afraid, a very long time, for the people of this country to look kindly on 
reform or innovations, but perseverance and tact are sure to carry the 
day in the long run, [ admit that our sequestered lives and our patriotic 
pride have many features io recommend them. They help to produce 
those warriors of whom weave so proud.” Herein the Maharajah struck the 
keynote of the character of his administration ; and the reforms which he 
has introduced have been neither ill-advised nor precipitous, but have been 
slowly matured and gradually evolved according to the needs of the situation, 

In the military department he has introduced several reforms which 
have immensely added to the elliciency of the army in Nepal. A few of 
these measures are increase in the pay of soldiers, equipment with modern 
weapons, the grant of decent uniforms at nominal rates, and the intro- 
duction of the system of regular target practice, [n financial matters also 
qnite a large number of beneficent changes have been made during 
his regime, He has accomplished what was once thought to be an 
impossible task—the proper control of finance, He has now succeeded 
in placing this department on a sound basis, It has been effected 
by causing retrenchments under various heads of expenditure and 
by the introduction of a system of vigilant supervision, Although 
several unjust taxes and cesses have been abolished, yet an increase 
in revenue has resulted without resorting to coercion or the imposition of 
fresh taxes, ‘The surplus revenue thus obtained is kept in the Treasury as 
a sort of Reserve Fund, The Maharajah has also instituted a system of 
land survey, together wilh experimental reclamation of lands, In the 
aphere of public works huge strides have been made, To improve irrigation 
canals have been constructed, Further, roads have been metalled and brid- 
ges pul up and the city has been supplied with pure water from the Patan 
Water-Works, Several hospitals have been founded at important centres ; 


avd the capital has been lit by electricty, ‘This facility for electric 
Ved 
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installations promises-a good future for industrial expansion also, His 
Highness leals severely with malpractices at every kind, and a very aflicient 
check is maintained to prevent official corruption and high-handedness, 
A preliminary examination has been inaugurated for admission to the civil 
service, A, much healthier tone has been infused into the administration 
of law. The, Maharajah, who is the highest-appellate authority in the land; 
daily grants personal audience to suitors who throng to him for justice. The 
decisions of His Highness are so judicious and discriminating that they 
have won for him the reputation of being a just anc impartial ruler. He 
visits with heavy penalty any official who attempts to impede the course 
of justice, or who strives to bring about its miscarriage, Some reforms 
have also been introduced in prison administration, and capital punishment 
has been almost totally abolished, with the interesting result that there is 
a marked decrease in the crimes which were formerly punished with death, 
For the alleviation of the sufferings of the poor and the infirm, poorhouses 
have beenestablished, and a substantial portion of the gifts, which formerly 
went tothe wealthy priests, is now devoted to the feeding and accommo- 
dation of the poor, Moreover, a law has been enacted that no landlord 
shall henceforth be able to eject at will a tenant from his holding or even 
to enhance the rent, so long as he duly pays the agreed amount, In the 
interests of humanity, cruelty to animals has been forbidden,and the method 
of slaughter at sacrifices has been considerably modified, The Maharajah, 
both by word and deed, alike by his own example and by the 
doctrines which he inculcates, condemns emphatically all tendency 
to luxury and to undue extravagance at social functions, He encourages 
monogamy and discourages the use of intoxicants, and in these matters 
the people have learnt a lesson (rom the example of their ruler, Statutory 
restrictions haye been imposed on the free use of opium, only those 
ynder medical advice being allowed to resort to it, During his rule 
education has made marked advance, and the Maharajah has been 
instrumental in sending students abroad, notably to Japan, Many modern 
sanitary measures have been adopted at the capital, and elaborate 
precautions are taken fo guard againsl famine, ‘The chief of the famine 
relief measures is the stocking of corn against drought. From the above, 
which is but a short resume of the administration of Nepal under the 
Maharajah, we can see what a glorious record of work accomplished 
lies to the credit of this enlightened ruler, who has increased the 
efficiency of Government in every department, Such, in brief outling, is the 
charaoter and wark of the Father of Modera Nepal, who is, at present, one 
of the most celebrated personages in Asia, 

_ His Highness the Maharajah is blessed with a large family of talented 
sons, all of whom hold important places in the Nepal Army, The, 
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eldest, Mohun Sham Shere Jung Bahadur Rana, born on the 26th 
December 1885, is a General of the Nepal Army ; the second, Baber 
Shum Sheie Jung Bahadur Rana, son by Her late Highness the Bada 
Maharani Chandra Loka Vakta Lakbmi Debi, born in 1888, holds the rank 
of a Licutenant-General, and is also the Inspector-General of Police. He 
was present at the Delhi Coronation Durbar of 1913, with his father, and 
(ravalled through Europe in 1908. He visited Calcutta in 1911 on an 
important diplomatic mission in behalf of his State. As the Telegraph, 
dated 4th February 1911, observed;— He is a young promising officer and 
has given earnest of his future greatness, The fact that he has been entrusted 
with animportant diplomatic mission by his Government justifies our 
remark, Such a man is surely an ornament to the Government which he 
serves,” The third son, Kaiser Shum Shere Jung Bahadur Rana, born 
on the 8th January 1892, isa Lieutenant-General ; the fourth son, Singha 
Shum Shere Jung Bahadur Rana, born on the 28rd December 1893, who 
married the second Princess of Nepal in 1906, is a Major-Ger.eral ; and 
the fifth, Krishna Shum Shere Jung Bahadur Rana, born in 1900, has mare 
ried {he third Princess of Nepal, and holds the rank of a Major-General, 


The army of Nepal is roughly estimated at about 45,000 men including 
2,500 artillery. Each citizen serves in the army for at least three years, 
after which service is optional, Of course in times of emergency, every 
citizen is expected tu take the field, The Commander-in-Chief of the army 
is the next brother of the Minister, and other important offices are held by 
his brothers and sons, So in Nepal we realise to-day the old truth of the 
British constitution that the King reigns but does not govern. The 
Maharajah Dhirajah is too sacred to be troubled with mundane affairs, and 
he stands aloof from all share in the administration of the State. The 
Minister is the de facto ruler. 

The name of Nepal must specially appeal to the imagination of every 
Hindu, As an ancient and powerful kingdom, it is referred to in our early 
Sanskrit literature, The best soldiers of the Indian army are now drawn 
from its hardy and warlike mountaineers, While to-day it is an indepen- 
dent kingdom, its rulers have always cherished the greatest regard for and 
the truest friendship with the British Government, and have drawn 
their best lessons in Slate-craft by observing and imitating it in every 
possible way. That Nepal may long continue to be the beautiful relic of 
the hoary past of India, and that it may thrive and keep pace with modern 
civilization and progress under ihe sway of its Ministers and the protection 
of its Maharajah Dhirajah, must be the wish of every Indian | 


ida 


lS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJAH SIR 
BHUPINDAR SINGH BAHADUR, GC. I. &,, 
MAHARAJAH OF PATIALA 


Patiata, the leading Sikh State in the Punjab, is the most impor- 
tant of the Phulkian States as the principalities of Patiala, Jind, and Nabha 
are collectively known, It is the Jargest and most populous of the Pun- 
jab States, yielding a revenue of nearly seventy-five lakhs of rupees, 
Originally in the hands of the Bhati Rajputs, it paseed later into these of 
the Sikh rulers, 

The early rulers of Patiala belonged to the Siddbu-Barar tribe, the 
most powerful Jat clan to the suuth of the Suilej, The members of the 
tribe trace their descent to a Bhali Rajpul, namcd Jaisal, the founder of 
the State of Jaisalmer. Among their chiefs the most distinguished were 
Mohan and his son, Rup Chand, Both of them were slain about 16138 
in a skirmish with {he Bhattis, Rup Chand left two sons, Phul and 
Sandali, But Kala, {he second son of Mohan, became the Chief and 
guardian of Phul and Sandali, From Phul have desecnded the ruling 
families of Phulkian States, He left behind him Tiloka, Rama, and four 
other sons, The families of Jind and Nabha are lhe direct descendants 
of Tiloka, the eldest son of Phul, and the house of Patiala owes ils origin 
to Rama, the second son, : 

As the Bhattis declined in power, the Sikhs seized the oppottunity to 
overthrow them, Theterritory fell into the hands of Ala Singh who 
proved himself the ablest and most powerful Sikh Chief of his time, In 
1762 Ala Singh was taken prisoner by Ahmed Shah Durrani, bul on pays 
ment of a heavy ransom of four lakhs, he was released, ‘To slrengilen 
his own position with the aid of the Sikhs against the Moghuls, Abmed. 
Shah Durani conferred on Ala Singh the tille of Rajah in 1762, and grant 
ed him authority to mint money in his own name, Ala Singh thus became 
the first Rajah of Patiala, and the real founder of the State, When Ahmed 
Shab Durrani invaded Indiafor the last time,Amar Singh, a grandson of Ala 
Singh, met him at Karabawana, twenty-four miles to the south-west of 
Amballa on the banks of the Uminaila Nadi, and was there conferred the 
distinction of Raja-t-Raj-gan. He was a capable administrator, brave 
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warrior, and powerful chief. His military valour and courage won him new 
territories, He extended his dominions and consolidated his power. On 
his death in 1871, his infant son, Sahib Singh, barely seven years old, was 
placed on the gadi. During his minority the administration was ably con- 
ducted by his Wazir, Dewan Nanu Mal. But owing to the disastrous 
effects of the terrible famine of 1783, the State declined. To avert internal 
troubles the aid of the Mahrattas was sought. But the new 
evil proved worse, as the Mahrattas levied blackmailon the subjects, The 
power of the Dewan was at an end, and also that of Rani Rajindar, a 
cousin of Amar Singh, who often aided the Wazir. Thereupon Sahib 
Singh, who was but fourteen years old, took the reins of the government 
into his own hands, and appointed his sister, Sahib Kaur, Chief Minister. 
By her courage and skill she saved the State in 1794 from the inyasion 
of the Mahrattas whom she completely routed and drove back on 
Karnal. 

Soon after this the Chief and his sister fell out. The Minister’s influ- 
ence was on the wane, and within a few years she died, Subsequently 
the State was disturbed by foreign invasions. As a protection against similar 
invasions the Cis-Sutlej Chiefs made a representation to General Perron 
ai Delhi, and sought his aid. This led to the British intervention in the 
internal affairs of the State. Through their timely and effective help, the 
freedom of the chiefs was restored, 


Meanwhile the relations between Sahib Singh and his wife became 
strained, and each distrusted the other. Ranjit Singh of Lahore inter- 
vened and for a time dissensions seemed to disappear. But on the with- 
drawal of Ranjit Singh there was a renewal of the old quarrel, In 1807 
Ranjit again appeared on the scene and favoured the Rani by conferring 
on her Banur and other districts, yielding annually half a lakh of rupees, 
Fearing the influence of Ranjit Singh at Patiala, the Chiefs of Patiala, 
Jind, and Karthal combined together, and made overtures to the British 
Resident at Delhi. This led to the conclusion of a treaty with Ranjit 
Singh, by which Ranjit Singh agreed to withdraw from the Cis-Sutlej 
territory, and British protection was guaranteed to the Chiefs of 
Malwa and Sirhind. The internal peace of Patiala was also secured. 
Subsequently such protection was guaranteed also to the Cis-Sutlej Chiefs 
against one another, Stil! there were troubles in the State, and the British 
Agent forthwith appointed the MaharaniiAs Kaur, Regent, and invested 
her with full ruling powers, She conducted herself in an admirable man- 
ner, and showed great administrative skill, Her regime on the whole 
proved highly beneficial to the State, Maharajah Sahib Singh died in 1813, 
and the Regency immediately came to an end, He was succeeded by 
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Karm Singh. During his reign he rendered valuable services to the 
British Government. When the Ghurka war broke out in 1814, the 
Patiala State forces served tinder Colonel Ochterlony. In appreciation of 
the Maharajah's loyally, the British added {o his dominions sixteen parganas 
in the Simla Hills in return fora Nazarana of Rs, 2,80,000, ‘Phere had 
arisen a dispute between the Maharajah and the British Government as to 
the possession of the Ilaqua of Hissar and Sirsa, seized by the Government 
after the overthrow of the Bhattis which was finally settled in 1846, when 
some forty-one villages were handed over to Patiala, Also in 1845 when 
war broke out between Ranjil Singh of Lahore andthe British, the Maha- 
rajab remained a loyal and faithful ally of the British and rendered them 
great help in the shape of troops and supplics, But he died suddenly 
during the war, and was succeeded by his son, Narindar Singh, When 
the war terminated, certain estates resumed from the Chief of Nabha were 
granted as a reward to the Maharajah for his active and loyal services 
during the war, 

There was yet one more conspicuous instance of the profound loyalty 
to the British Throne of the House of Patiala. During the dark days of 
the Sepoy Mutiny, the Maharajah, the acknowledged leader of the Sikhs, 
not only remained Joyal to the British Government but actively engaged 
himself in suppressing the rebellion, Of his valuable support, the British 
Commissioner wrote :— His support at such a crisis was worth a brigade 
of English troops to us, and served more to tranquillize (he people Wane 
hundred official disclaimers could have done. When the Mutiny was 
quelled, {he Maharajah. received portions of Kanand and Buddboana 
togethér with the Narnaul division on the Jhajjar territory, and a palatial 
house at Delhi, all amounting to about three lakhs of rupees in’ value, in 
liquidation of the loan advanced by the Maharajah to the British Govern- 
ment during the Muliny. The sovereignty of the Talng of Khamanon 
and the administrative jurisdiction of the Bhadour Sardars were alsy trans. 
ferred to the Stale, The title of Fersand-i-Khas Dautlat-t-Luglishia, 
Mausur-i-Zaman, Amirul-Umra Sri was conferred on the Maharajah in 
heredity, and the number of tiays of Khillat also inereased, In return 
for these, the Maharajah gave a naearana equal in amount to twealy 
years’ revenue, 

On a united representation from the Phulkian Chiels in 1858, 
the Brilish Government granted them in 1860 the right af adoption, 
and also restored to them the power to infhet capital punishment, 
Further, the Chiefs were allowed lo choose a suceessar from among the 
members of the Phulkian family, if any of the Chicts should die without 
either leavinga male issue or adopting an heir, Narindar Singh was known 
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for his statesmanship, wisdom and valour. The Government conferred 
on him the title of K, C. S. 1, and His Highness was among the first 
few Indian Chiefs io receive this high distinction, During Lord 
Canning's Viceroyalty, His Highness was also a member of the Indian 
Legislative Council, He died in 1862 at the comparatively early age of 
thirty-nine, i 

While yet a boy of ten, Mohindar Singh, his only son, succeeded to 
the gadi, and during his minority a Council of Regency carried on the 
administration, One notable event of his reign was that sanction was 
given to the construction of the Sirhind Canal, towards the cost of 
which the Durbar gave a munificent sam of one crore and twenty-three 
Jakhs of rapees. The Maharajah was a liberal patron of arts. He gave 
a handsome donation of Rs. 70,000 to the University College at Lahore. 
In 1873 his philanthropy showed itself in his generous contribution of ten 
lakhs for famine telief in Bengal. Lord Northbrook was the first-Viceroy 
to visit Patiala; and in honour of His Excellency's visit, the Maharajah 
founded at Patiala the Mohindar College for encouraging education. In 
1871 His Highness was created a Knight Grand Commander of the Star 
of India, In 1875 H.R. H, the Prince of Wales graciously paid a visit to 
thé Maharajah at Rajpuia, and to commeniorate the event Albert Edward 
Mohindar Ganj was established near Rajpura, fe died in 1876. 

Maharajah Rajindar succeeded his father as a little child of 
four years, Again a Council of Regency was formed, with Sardar Sir 
Dewa Singh, K,C.S,1.,as President. The Council directed its atten- 
tion chiefly to State finance, and within a short time they were able tg 
effect considerable savings and to improve the financial condition of ihe 
State. During the Afghan war of 1879, the State senta contingent of 
about 1,100 men in aid of the British, For this loyal service the British 
Government exempted the Maharajah from presenting Nazars, The 
Maharajah was the first Indian Chief who organised a coips of Imperial 
Service Troops. His Highness was alsoin command of a regiment 
during the Tirah expeditiun of 1897, 

The other notable and important events of his regime are :—(1) the 
completion of the Sirhind Canal ; (2) the contribution of lakhs towards the 
construction of the Sirsa Branch Western Jumna Canal ; (3) the construe- 
tion of a Railway line from Rajpura to Bhatinda traversing mostly through 
the State territory 108 miles in length at a total cost of about seventy 
lakhs ; (4) the offer of a large number of trained remounts for the British 
Cavalry during the South African War ; (5) the conterment on the Maha. 
rajah the exalled order of G, C, S, Lin 1893 by His bxcellency Lord 
Elgin, the then Viceroy; (6) the handsome donations given -{o the 
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following institutions (a) Rs. 59,000 to the Punjab University in honour of 
HRA. Prince Albett Victor’s visit to Patiala in 18905 (b) Rs, 1,602,000 
towards the Khalsa College, Amritsar ; (c) Rs, 2,000 towards the Punjab 
Association, Lahore ; (d) Rs. 30,000 towards the Imperial Inotitule, 
London, 

On his death in 1900, he was succeeded by his son, Maharajah Bha- 
pindar Singh, the present ruler. His Highness was born in 1891, and 
received a sound education at the Aitchison College, Lahore. He holes 
the first rank among the Punjab Chiefs, and is entitled to a salute of 
seventeen guns, 

During the minority of the Maharajah the affairs of (he State were 
conducted by a Council of Regency. The finances of the Durbar were 
placed in a sound condition ; the judicial administration was reformed ; 
a regular land settlement was introduced ; and irrigation works were 
extended, The Water Works of the Patiala Cily, the foundation stone of 
which was laid by His Excellency Lord Minto in 1006, and the Drainage 
System have been completed ata cost of eleven and eight lakhs respect- 
ively, and an electric installation for lighting the cily bas also been sel up 
ata considerable cost, Marked improvements have, naoreover, been 
elfected in the medica) and cducational institutions in particular and 
other Departments in general. In 1908 the wedding of the Maha- 
rajab with the daughter of Sardar Bahadur Gurnam Singh of Sangrue, 
Commander of the Jind Army, was celebrated on a grand scale, 

H. E, the Viceroy, Lord Minto, mvesied H.W. the Maharajah with 
full administrative powers in November 1910, Soon after His fighness 
took the rems of administration into his hands, the Arya Samaj sedition 
case cugaged his serious attention, the disposal of which gave immense 
satisfaction not only lo his subjects but also to the public outside his 
State, 

In order to diffuse the benefils of education throughout his State, 
His Highness has arranged to provide evory village having (hirly boys 
with a primary school in which they could Jearn the Gnromukhi language, 
In regard to the appointment of Zaildars, Nambardars, and alher officials 
he has ruled that, other qualifications and considerations being 
equal, preference should be given to those who are educated and have 
assisted in the spread of, or otherwise taken an interest in, education, 
His Highness has granted a donation of Rs, 10,000 lowards the funds of 
the Sikh Kanya Mahavidyala, Ferozepore, an inslituson that is doing 
excellent workin furthering female education, and Elis Lighness algo 
helps it witha monthly grant of Rs. 600, 

The Maharajah of Patiala is a keen sporlsman, cricket being his 
favourite game. In the beginning of 1911, an Indian cricket team undyr 
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the captaincy of His Highness proceeded to England, Unfoitunately, 
owing to sudden and serious indisposition, he was unable to take part in 
more than three matches, Acting under medical advice, His Highness 
was compelled to return to India, 


At the last Delhi Durbar, His Majesty the King-Emyeror was pleased 
to confer on the Maharajah the distinction of G. C, 1, E, To commemorate 
the bestowal of this title, His Highenss held a dutbar at Patiala on the 
29th March 1912, when he announced the following boons to his sub- 
jects:—Rs, 1,50,000 for improvement of towns, Rs. 50,000 for a model 
sanitary village, Rs. 30,000 for female education, Rs, 20,000 for primary 
education, Rs, 10,000 recurring giant for primary education, raising of the 
Mohindra College to the M.A. Standard, improvement in the grades 
of Professors, building of the Town Hall! and Library, and opening of 
three new grain markets, anda number of schools including one for 
music. 

Large donations have been made by His Highness, viz,, (1) the Minto 
Memorial, Rs 5,000; (2) the Dunlop Smith Memorial, Rs. 2,000 ; (8) the 
Victoria Memorial Hall, Calcutta, Rs, 100,000; (4) the Kangra Relief 
Fund, Rs, 10,000; (5) the Pasteur Institute, Kasauli, Rs. 5,000 ; (6) the 
King Edward Memorial, Punjab, Rs. 200,000; (7) the founding of 
foreign scholarship in the Khalsa College, Amritsar, in commemoration 
of H, R, H.the Prince of Wales’s visit to Lahore, Rs, 100,000; (8) in 
commemoration of H, R, H’s safe return to Eugland, half of which goes 
to the Victoria Memorial High School, Lahore, and the other half to 
Lady Minto’s Fund for nurses, Rs, 50,000; (9) towards the endow- 
ment funds of the Khalsa College, Rs. 600,000; and (10) for the con- 
struction of a Sikh Dharmsala in London, £ 8,000. 

H. E, the Viceroy paid a visitto Patialain March 1912, when ata 


banquet His Excellency observed — 

Jam confident that the same friendship and loyalty that existed between 
my grandfather and Maharajah Narindar Singh will be extended by the pie~ 
sent Maharajah to me and the Government of India. I have watched with 
keen sympathy His Highness’s career, and I cannot but warmly applaud the 
sagacity with which he has selected, as his Ministers, two men of bigh ideals 
and unchallenged probity, and on whose advice he can rely with absolute 
confidence amid the many pitfalls which beset a Ruler’s path, His Highness 
may rest assured that he can always count on my warm sympathy and keen 
interestin his future, { need not remind some of those present here to-day 
that, on no less than four occasions, ‘during the past half a century, Patiala has 
offered her troops for active service and twice they actually went to the front 
and there maintained exemplary discipline and proved themselves to be ex- 
cellent soldiers, From what saw this morning the very high standaid of 
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discipline and efficiency that his troops have attained and particulaaly his 
splendid regiments of Imperial Service Troops, Tam conviuged that, if ever 
called upon, they will render in the future even more brilliant and loyal ser: 
vices than in the past. 

I feel confident that, as in the past, 80 in the future, the British Government 
will ever Gnd Patiala at their right hand ready to support aud assist by its 
example, by its co-operation, and, if necessary, which God forbid, with its 
troops, His Highness’s great-grandfather was distinguished no less for the 
libevahty of his administration than for his loyalty ia the field, and [cannot 
refrain {rom mentioning the occasion on which he abolished lransit dutics 
at thesuggestion of my grandfather’s Government and refused ta accept 
any compensation, sacrificing, as my grandfather phrased it, a present and 
apparent gain for future permanent good, for the welfare of his subjects and 
for the advancement of the interests of commerce, Jt was then that my 
grandfather recommended the increase of his salute to seventeen guns, which 
Your Highness now enjoys, and I cannot do better than use to Your [ighness 
the very words which my grandfather used to your gieategrandfather. It is 
my earnest wish that Your Highness may long live to extend to your subjects 
the blessings of your government and to your contemporaries the advantage 
of your generous example. 

The area of the State is 5412 square nules and the population 
is 1,407,659, of whom 77 per centare Elindus, including 22 per bent 
Sikhs, and 23 per cent ae Mahomedaus, $8 per cont of the people 
speak Panjabi. The Jats form about dQ percent of the population, Io 
education Patiala is rather backward, But through the special efforts 
now made by His Highness the Stateis sure to cowe up to modern stan. 
dards in this matter also, 62 per cent are engaged wa agricullure, 

Gram, barley, jowar, and wheat are the principal food grains, Mus+ 
tard is grown in abundance. Sugarcane, colton, tobacce, and millet are 
also cultivated. In the hill tract they grow potatoes, ginger, turmeric, rice, 
and Indian corn, Cash rents arerare. The landholder’s share aver ayes 
one-third of the produce, Since 1901 the State has advanced loans to the 
ryots. Such advances till the end of 1906 amounted tu nearly Rs, 80,000, 
Some ponies are reared in the Narwana tahsil, There isalso a Stale 
stud at Patiala, Cattle faits are generally held twice a year, 

Formerly the land revenue was collected in kind imstead of in coin, 
But in 1862 a cash assessment was levied, In 190La regular settlement 
was undertaken, The Public Works Department has doug much to bene. 
fit the ryots. Its greal achievement is seen iv the construction of protecuve 
works against the devastations of floods, Manufactures are cuntined to 
afew towns, Gold lace, colton fabrics, silk, brass and bell metal wares, 
and wood carving are the chief industries, ‘There is also a workshop al 
Paliala. 
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The Stale owns the Rajpura-Bhatinda Railway, a branch of the 
North-Western Railway, which is, however, worked by the N, W. Railway 
authorities, A mono-rail tramway was opened in 1907, and it runs bet- 
ween Basi and Sithind, Ordinary British postal stamps, with the addition 
“ Patiala State” impressed, are used, 

The administration of the various Departments of the State is controlled 
hy His Highness through the Secretaries whose designations, according 
to the work entrusted to them, are-—(1) The Confidential Secretary, (2) the 
Financial Secretary, (8) the Judicial Secretary, (4) the Foreign Secretary, (5) 
the Secrelary, Military Department, and (6) the Private Secretary, The 
Confidential Secretary is senior to all the Secretaries, 

The Chief Court is the highest appellate Court for the administration 
of justice in civil and criminal cases, the confirmation of His Highness 
(Ijlas-i-Khas) being compulsory in all cases of capital punishment. 
There are also Panchayat Courts in the rural tracts of the State. The 
capital of the State has a municipality organised on the lines of the 
Punjab system. 

The State forces comprise the Imperial Service Contingent and the 
local troops, The former consisis of one regiment of cavalry and two 
battalions of infantry, the latter of one regiment of cavalry, two battalions 
of infantry, and one battery of artillery, with fifty serviceable guns, The 
total strength of the Slate army is 8,429 officers, non-commissioned 
officers and men, all included. The police force contains nearly 2,000 
officers and men of all ranks and is under the control of the 
Slate Inspector-General of Police. There ate two jails, the Central 
Jail at Patiala and the other at Mohindargarh. Besides the Arts College 
at the capital, there are twenty-one secondary and eighty-nine primary 
schools, with three advanced and 129 elementary private schools, all con- 
trolled by the State Director of Public Instruction. Thirty-four hospitals 
and dispensaries under the superintendence of an officer of the Indian 
Medical Service provide the necessary medical aid. A training school for 

. Midwives and Nurses was opened in 1906. Vaccination, though not 
compulsory, is popular. 

The full titles of the Maharajah are—His Highiiees Farzand-i-Khas 
Daulat-i-[nglishia Mansur-ul-Zaman Amir-ul-Umara Maharajah Dhiraj 
Rajeshwar Sri Maharajah-i-Rajgan Maharajah Sir Bhupindar Singh Sahib 
Mohindar Bahadur, G.C,LE. 

Blessed with peace and secure from all external danger, Patiala 
may be expected to have a prosperous time under ifs present young 
ruler who has had all the advantages of a good education and an 
excellent training to befit him for his life-work, 
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His HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJAH 
SRI SUMER SINGH SAHIB BAHADUR 
MAHARAJAH OF JODHPUR 


»  Jopspur (Marwan) is the largest State in Rajputana with an area of 
34,963 square miles. Marwar, which literally means ‘region of death,’ is 
sandy and consequently not fertile, The northern and north-western 
portions are all a deseit, called the ital, The Aravalli hills form the eastern 
boundary of the State, The Luni is the chief river, and there is a lake al 
Sambhar. ‘The climate is dry, and the rainfall scanty, 

. The Chiefs of Jodbpur ate said to have descended from Rama, the 
King of Ayodhya. ‘They are the head of the Rathor clan of Rajputs, ori- 
ginally known as Rashiras (protectors, Gradually the clan branched off 
into two great sections, Rashtia-kula (Kutaes Highest) aud Mahaaashtia 
(Mahas Great), Asoka, in some of his edicts, distinctly says that members 
of this clan were the 1ulers of the Deccan 3 and the king fiom whom a 
connected history can be bad is Abhimanyu of the fifth or the sixth century 
A. D, For fotir centuries, nineteen Rashtra-kuta kin, held sway over the 
Deccan, Later on when they were ousted by Chalukyas or Solanki Raj- 
puts, they 1epaied to Kanauj; and there a branch of the family settled 
down in the ninth century, For over a decade 11 led a secluded life, and 
then founded a dynasty known as Gaharwai. A distinguished member 
of the family, Jai Chand, was the King of Kanauj in 1104, Elis successor, 
Siahji, who rose to prominence in 1212, acquired imunense territory, 
The tenth of his successors, Rao Chonda, obtained Mandor from the 
Paubar ruler and maiied his daughter, aud thus made his position 
stronger and more sccuie, For neaily eighty yeats Mandor was the 
capital of the Rathor chiefs, Before his death in 1409, Rao Chonda 
annexed Nagpur aad other places, Jt was Kao Jodha who removed his 
Capital from Mandor to Jodhpur in 1459. He had more than a dozen 
sons, some of whom displayed extraordinary valour on many a field of 
battle, Bika, the siath of his sons, was the founder of the State of 
Bikanir, 
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Rao Maldeo, commonly known as ‘the most powerful prince’, 
who ruled from 1532.69, added largely to his dominion and made the 
Stale powerful and influential. His elder son, Udai Singh, who occu- 
pied the gad? in 1581, entered into matrimonial alliances with the 
Moghul Emperors, gave away his daughter in marriage to prince Salim 
(Jahangir) and his sister to Akbar. It was not long before he got back 
almost all the lost possessions of his house, and he won several valuable 
districts in Malwa and enjoyed the title of Rajah. His successors, 
Sur Singh and Gaj Singh, figured most prominently in many wars, in 
recognition of which the Moghul Emperors conferred on the former the 
title of Sawai Rajah, The latter, who was the Viceroy of the Deccan, was 
generally called Dalbhanjan, (destroyer of the army) and Dalthamban 
(leader of the host). 

The first of the rulers of Jodhpur, who won the title of Maharajah, 
was Jaswant Singh (1638-78), In 1658 he was elevated to the viceroyalty 
of Malwa, and distinguished himself in the war against Aurangzeb and 
Murad when they raised a standard of revolt against their father. He died 
in 1678, when he was succeeded by his posthumous son, Ajit Singh, Avail- 
ing himself of the infancy of Ajit Singh, Aurangzeb invaded Marwar, 
plundered Jodhpur and its neighbouring towns, and laid plans for making 
the Rathor clan embrace Islamism, Aurangzeb died in 1707, when Ajit 
Singh recovered his capital, In 1708 a triple alliance was formed to 
subvert the Mahomedan sway. The most important item of the alliance 
was that the Chiefs of Jodhpur and Jaipur should regain the’ privilege of 
marrying with the Udaipur family, which was discontinued after their 
matrimonial relations with the Moghul Houses. Ii was also understood 
that the right of succession of the children of the Udaipur princesses in 
preference to those by other wives, should be considered valid, 
Till 1756 the affairs of Jodhpur were anything but satisfactory owing to 
internal dissensions and family feuds. After 1756, for several years, Jodhpur 
enjoyed peace, which was broken by the sudden rise of the Mahrattas, 
when the three States, Mewar, Jodhpur and Jaipur, united against their 
common foe, In the battle that ensued Jodhpur suffered heavy loss and 
Jost the province of Ajmer. Bijai Singh, the Chief of Jodhpur, died in 
1793, and he was succeeded by his grandson, Bhim Singh, 

In 1803 the Mahralta war commenced, when Man Singh was the 
Chief of Jodhpur. Troubles and losses soon ensued, owing partly to the 
advancement of the claims of Dhonkal Singh, the posthumous 
son of Bhim Singh, and partly to a, war between the Rajahs of Jaipur and 
Jodhpur for the hand of a princess of Udaipur. Amir Khan, the Pindari 
leader, first advocated ihe cause of Jaipur and then that of Jodhpur, He 
{ook charge of the management of the latter State,and forced Man Singh to 
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abdicale and to feign madness. Within two years of his control 
over Jodhpur, Amir Khan carried away all that was ia the treasury, and left 
the Province in a thoroughly impoverished condition. In January 1818, 
the British Government entered into a treaty with Chhatar Singh, the son 
of Man Singh, who then became the Regent. The English took Jodhpur 
under their protection, and the State agreed (1) to pay an annual tribule of 
Rs, 1,08,000 (reduced in 1247 to Rs, 98,000, in consideration of ihe cession 
of the fort and district of Umarkoi), and (2) to furnish, when required, a 
contingent of 1,500 horse (an obligation converted in 1885 to an annual 
payment of Rs. 1,15,000), Chhatar Singh died, and his father came out of 
the guise of insanity and occupied the gadi, He began to wreak his 
vengeance on the nobles of his Siate who were opposed to his interests in 
his difficulties, They applied to the British for protection, and al the ins« 
tance of the latter power, the nobles got back their lost estates, Another cis- 
turbance soon broke out, when the English led an army against Jodhpur 
and Man Singh agreed to manage the State better. He died in 1848 
without issue, when his widows, with the concurrence of the nobles and 
officials of the State, selected Takht Singh, Chief of Ahmednagar, who 
was accordingly installed as Maharajah of Jodhpur, He died in 1878, and 
he was succeeded by his eldest son, Jaswant Singh, Dacoities and violeint 
crimes, which had taken deep root in the State, were stamped out by the 
rigorous measures which His Highness introduced. The Maharajah 
pushed on the consiruction of railways and irrigation works, improved the 
customs tariff, and introduced a regular revenue seiilement. Tivery 
department in the State was thoroughly examined and carefully reformed, 
His Highness’s loyally {o the Paramount Power was well-known, 
and he started two regiments of Imperial Service Cavalry. He 
won the distinction of G. C, S. I. in 1875, and his salute was raised from 
seventeen to twenty-one guns. He died in 1895, and his only son, Sardar 
Singh, succeeded him while yet a minor, 

His Highness the Maharajah Sardar Singh was born in 1880, During 
his minority the State was administered hy his uncle, H, H. the Maharajah 
Sir Pratap Singh Bahadur (aflerwards the Maharajah of Idar), assisted by 
acouncil, The young Maharajah was invested with full administrative 
powers in 1898, The Jodhpur Imperial Service Lancers rendered very 
valuable aid to the Brilish in the disturbances on the North-West Frontier 
in 1898, and in China in 1900. The local coin which was in currency till 
1900 was abolished, when the British coin became the medium of exchange, 
The Maharajah visited England in 1901, and was a member of the Impe- 
rial Cadet Corps from January 1902.10 August 1903, 

In reply to the invilation issued by H. E, Lord Curzon, in connee- 
tion with the Delhi Durbar of 1903, His Highness obsorved :— "I hail 
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this opportunity the more, as my ancestors’ guiding principle has always 
been staunch fealty and unswerving allegiance to the British Throne,” 
The Maharajah attended the Durbar as a member of the Imperial Cadet 
Cops, He enjoyed the distinction of G, C, S, 1. Amidst the universal 
grief of his subjects and of the lovers of this progressive State, His 
Highness passed away on the 21st March 191i, His elder son, Prince 
Sumer Singh Sahib Bahadur, was proclaimed his successor, and a Council 
of Regency was formed consisting of Major-General H. H. the Maha- 
rajah Dhiraj Sir Pratap Singh Bahadur of Idar, as Regent, and Maharaj 
Sri Zalim Singhji Sahib Bahadur, as Vice-President. The young Prince is 
under the guardianship of Captain Strong, and he and his younger bro- 
ther are now being educated in England. 

Jodhpur is divided into twenty-three districts or hukumats, cach of 
which is under the control of an officer known as Hakim. The 
Maharajah generally rules over the State assisted by the Mahakma Khas 
and a Consultative Council. The State has ifs own codes and laws 
prepared on the model of those in British India. The Durbar has 
more than forty courts, and there are nearly forty-five courts under 
Jaghirdars, The revenue of the State is about sixty lakhs, and the 
expenditure nearly forty lakhs. 

There are in all 4,080 villages in the State, of which 690 are under the 
control of the Durbar and occupy one-seventh of the whole area, 
The remaining villages are in the possession of Jaghirdars, Bhumias and 
Inamdars. The Jaghirdar pays annually a military cess calculated at 8 
per cent. of the gross rental value of his estate, and supplies one horse- 
man for every Rs, 1,000 of the rental value. A petty Jaghirdar should 
supply one foot soldier for every Rs. 500 or one camel sowar for every 
Rs, 750. There are, however, some Jaghirdars who do not supply horse- 
men but merely pay a stipulated amount. There is also a succession 
fee known as /iuwkmnama, reckoned at 75 per cent, of the annual 
rental value, The Bhumias have definite services to perform—they 
should protect their villages, escort treasure, and guard the officials 
when on tour. The Inamdar is the holder of lands free of rent for services 
rendered. The grant may be for a single life only or for enjoyment hy 
the grantee’s descendants in perpetuity. 

The State has constructed 400 miles of railway. This has proved 
of incalculable value in relieving the famines that have pressed down 
Jodhpur for a number of years. The railways give a fair return on the 
outlay. The criminal tribes who till recently lived hy preying upon villages 
and plundering travellers with impunity, have been kept in check by free 
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granis of land, ‘They have since become peaceful cultivators though 
under surveillance, [His said that more than a hundred Chousand men 
have been thus reclaimed, Colonel G. TL ‘Trevor, wering: in the Aaglo« 
Indian Review in L903, observed:—“1 doubt there is any State in which 
Time, assisted by Sir Partab Singh and the British Government, his 
wrought such changes ina few years as un Jodhpur, Order has been 
evolved out of chaos in every department of the administration.” 

The population of Jodhpur is 20,50,131. More than 58 per cent, are 
landholders and about 3 per centare partial agriculturisis, Cotton ins 
dustry gives occupation to § per cenl, and over 3 per cent, are engage 
ed in commerce and general labour, ‘The ploughing of the land depends 
upon the stiffness or otherwise of the soil. In the cultivation of spring 
crops, the land is ploughed from five to seven limes, ‘The principal crops 
are bajra, jowar, moth, til, maize and cotton, In fertile parts, wheat, barley, 
grain and mustard-seed are grown, Salt is manulactured by the British 
Government, Marble, sandstone and gypsum are the minerals in the State. 
Cotton fabrics are dyed and printed in some parls of the Jodhpur and 
Godwar districts. Dyed turbans for men and scarves for women with 
embroidered silk are also made. 

There are in the State two regiments of Imperial Service Lancers 
numbering over 1,200, and a local force consisting of aboul 600 cavalry 
with camel sowars and 2,400 infantry. The artillery has 254 of all ranks 
besides 121 guns. ‘The police force numbers 1,500 officers and men, and 
is under an Inspector-General, Of the twenty States and Chiefships of 
Rajputana, Jodhpur is second in point of education, and it is imparted 
free. The State maintains thirly-three institutions, of which one is for 
girls, In the Jodhpur city Lhere are the Aris College, the High School, 
and the Sanskril school, 

The full titles of the Maharajah who is entitled to a salute of 
seventeen guns, are—His Highness Raj Rajeshwar Maharajah Dhiray 
Saramad Rajhai Hind Maharajah Sri Sumer Singh Sahib Bahadur, 

When in due course the present young Princes, after the completion 
of his education, is called to his high position, he will no doubt find that 
he has a prosperous and flourishing State lo rule over with immense op- 
portunities to serve his people. The training he receives amidst his 
present great surroundings in the West, coupled with the noble and chival- 
rous traditions of the anciant House of Mewar, may he expected to mike 
him an ideal Indian Ruler of his time, 
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HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAO 
SIR UMED SINGH BAHADUR H,G.GAS.1,G. G1 E,, 
MAHARAO OF KOTAH 

Tuk progenitors of the ruling families of Kotah and Bundi in Raj- 
pulana, who were Chauhan Rajputs of the Hara sept, were originally of 
one and the same stock 5 but from the beginning of the seventeenth 
century, the house of Kotah separated itself and became a branch of the 
Bundi family, Kotah and Bundi were for a long time known as Haraoti 
or the land of the Maras, About 1842 the Chief of Bundi was Rao Dewa, 
whose grandson, Jet Singh, caplured Kotal cily which was in the posses 
sion of some Bhils, He and his descendants successfully ruled over it 
for five generations, In 1530 Rao Suraj Mal, the Chief of Bundi, occupied 
it, ‘Two centuries Iter, during the reign of Ralan Singh, he gave away 
Kolah and ils dependencies as a Jaghir lo his second son, Madho Singh, 
Kurram, son of the Emperor Jehangir, raised a revolt against his father, 
when Ratan Singh and Madlio Singh joined the Imperial army, For this 
service, the Emperor presented Ratan Singh with the governorship of 
Burhanpur, and Madho Singh obtained Kotah with its 360 dependencies 
lo be ruled by him and his heirs in perpetuity, The revenue of the Kotah 
Stale then was only lwo lakhs, Kotah became a separate principality in 
1625, and its first ruler, Madho Singh, enjoyed the title of Rajah, 

Passing over a umber of chiels, we come to Bhim Singh (1720), 
who was the first to assume the tille of Maharag, and who won the distine« 
lion of Panj Hazavi (leadership of five thousand) from the Saiyid brothers, 
commonly known as the “king-makers” of Delhi, During his time he 
managed to add largely to his dominions, His son, Durjan Sal, who 
oecupied the gadi for over thirly years, Uawarted the designs of the Jaipur 
Chief, who tried to capture Kota, The Ruler of Jaipur directed his arms 
againat the State, impelled by the ambition to reduce the Maras to vasna 
lage. ‘The Jaipur armies, though strong in number, met with a serious 
disaster, ‘The young commander of the Kolah army, Zalim Singh, who 
later on actministered the Slate as Regent, greatly distinguished himpelf tn 
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the struggle, Umed Singh [, the nephew of Chhataosal, came lo puaver in 
4771, For well-nigh fifty years, Omed Singh was but a nominal rile ws 
the sole authority remained in the hands of Zalim Singh, who was achive, 
vigilant and enterprising, He bronght into working order a constitutional 
form of administration ; he gave new vigour lo (he army by the introduc. 
tion of European methods of arming and drilling; and he revised the revenue 
setllement, He devised means to give grealer stability to the principality, 
and made it feudatory to the British Government by a (realy in (81% A 
supplementary article was drawn up in Mebruary 1818, 1 virtue ol which 
the administration was vested in Zalim Singh and his beirs in: perpetuity, 
the Stale of course being in the possession of Umed Singh and his succes 
sors. During the time of Ram Singh TI (1828-66), the relations between 
him and his Minister were strained, and were about lo culminate 1a 
a@ popular revolt lo subvert {he power of the Minister, when the State wits 
divided, and the new principality of Jhalawar was) crealed for the 
descendants of Zalim Singh, The British Government formed a separate 
treaty with Kotah in 1838, when the tribule was reduced to Rs, 80,000 
and the Maharao consented to maintain an auxiliary force ata cost ol nol 
more than Uhrec lakhs, which was reduced to lwo Jakhs in iWdd, ‘Pl 
1874 the affairs of the Kotah State were in uller confusion and disorder. 
With the consent of the then Chief, Chhatarsal 1, the British Government 
appointed Nawab Sir Faiz Ali Khan of Pahasu to administer the Stale 
subject to the advice and control of the Governor-General’s Apent in 
Rajputana, The Nawab held the office for only two years, and au his tes 
tirament a British Politioal Agent with a Council was appointed, which 
arrangement continued {ill the death of the Chict in 1880, Before dies 
demise TH. H. the Maharao Chiikesal Th adopled (he presyat Clied, the 
second son of Maharajal Chaggan Singh of Kotra, an este near Kotah, 


His Tlighness the Maharao Umed Singh LL was phiced on the gadé in 
1889, He received his education at the Mayo College, Ajmer, for two 
years, and obtained partial authority in 1892 and full powers in 18H. 
On the deposition of the late Chief of Jhalawar, the British Government 
reslored to Cis Highness the Mabarao fifleen of the distrleds which lad 
been ceded in 1838 when that State was established, One other tmpor+ 
tant feature of the present administratio is the construction af the rtil- 
way from the soulh-custern border to thdlown of Buran. ‘The elective 
measures His Highness inoduced during\the famine of L8gU«L9U0 were 
beyond all praise, He lately adopted the Lupyrial Postal system, and intro« 
duced British currency inlo his State, The Ma encourages his subjects 
to avail themselves of the adyanlages of education, by making the cdlueite 
hional institutions free, and supplying them with books, writing materials, 
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&e, free of cost. He takes a keon interest in agricullure and industry, 
more especially in the revival of the wus/ia manufactare for which Kotah 
has long been noted. His Highness is on friendly terms with {he young 
Sirdars of (he Durbar. He takes active steps to improve the sanitation 
of the State, He obtained the distinction of KC. S, 1 in 1900, and in 1903 
he became an Honorary Major in the 42nd (Deolt) Regiment, His 
Uighness the Maharao was created a G. C.1. 1. in 1907, and, on lhe occa. 
gina of the raceal Delhi Durbar, His tmperial Majesty conferred on tim 
the distinction of G.C, 8.1. His Highness is entitled lo a salute of seven - 
(een guns, 

In January 1902, Lord Curzon invited the Maharao to attend the 
Conference al Calcutta which His Excellency convened for discussing 
the future of the Chiefs’ Colleges, His Highness, who is an old and 
devoted pupil of the Mayo College at Ajmer, was able to give them 
useful information and valuable advice. ; 

At the Slate banquel, held on the 6th November 1902, H. B, the 
Viceroy, replying to the toast proposed by LH. Ui. the Maharao of 
Kolah, observed -— 

Tam glad that my tour in Rajputana, the classic ground of Indian 
bfavery and romance, should commence ata State that fs ruled over by a 
young Prince of so excellent a record and so good a prince as the Maharao 
of Kotah ; and Dam pleased to learn from his speech that His Highness shares 
this feeling. 

Lis quite true, as (he Muharao has remarked, thal Kotah suffered severely 
fu the lagt famine, and tho Stale has in consequence been temporarily embarras- 
sed by debl, His Mighness, however, though he did mol say this, has set 
the best of examples by reducing his personal expenditure and postponing 
certain forms ol outlay upon which he would otherwise have embarked. 

After the Delhi Durbar was over, Her Majesty arrived in Kolah on the 
aflernoon of (he 25th December LOIL, at 2-80 by motorcar. At the border 
of ihe State of Kotah, some five miles from the city, Her Imperial Majes« 
ty was received by the Maharag at the head of a body of his troops and 
by the Political Agent, both of whoim altended her to the Agency which 
had been prepared for her reception. Guards of Honour were mounted 
by the 42nd (Deoli) Regiment and by the Stale (oops of Kotah, The 
following morning, the Queen-Empress drove {o the lort and Palace, 
escorted by the Slate troops under the personal command of the 
Maharao. His Highness had then the honour of conducting Her 
Imperial Majesty over the buildings, In the aflernoon she visiled ihe 
“Abhera” under the personal guidance of the Maharao. After dinner, in 
the evening, the Queen-lEmpress witnessed the illuminations of the city 


126 THE RULING CHIEFS, NOBLES AND ZAMINDARS OF INDIA 


aud the river, The Maharao had then the honear te olfer the 


nasars consisting of elephants, horses, jewels and rich fabrics, whidh 
Her Imperial Majesty was graciously pleased lo inspect and) remit, On 
the 27th, (he Queen-Empress with her suile in attendance went lo a plenic 
which had been arranged for Her Imperial Majesty by (he Maharao, 
Her Imperial Majesty, altended by the whole of her suile, left Kotal by 
train for Calcutta on the 28th, ‘Phe escort and the Guard of LLonour were 
furnished by the State troops, and the Maharao wilh his principal Sirdiars 
was in attendance at the station to lake leave of Her Imperial Majesty. 


The area of the Stale is 3,797 square miles, wilh a population of 
about 6,00,000, The principal rivers are the Chambal, the Kali Sindh, and 
the Parbati, The Mukandwara range of bills (raverses the Stale. The 
country is fertile and well-watered., ‘The mineral products are nol nole« 
worthy, Good building stone can be had throughout the State, Collon 
weaving is (he most important industry, Silver table-ornaments, iad cm 
broidered elephant and horse-trappings, are prepared at Shergarh 5 inlaid 
work on ivory, buffalo horn, or mother-of-pearl, at Kiawah j lacquered 
loys and other articles, at Gainta and Indargarh, 


His Highness the Maharao administers the State assisted by 
a Dewan. The State has its own codes framed on the lines of the British 
Indian enactinents, which are amended lo suil local conditions, ‘The 
highest and final appellate court is known as the Mahakma Khas, whieh is 
presidedover by the Maharao, who alone can pass a sentence of death 


The revenue of the State is a litlle over thirty lakhs, ‘ 


The army numbers nearly 8,000 of all ranks, consisting of 910 (600 
irregular), artillerymen 353, and infantry 6,650 (5,156 irregular), There 
are also 193 guns, of which 62 are said to be useful, ‘There are ne British 
canlonments in Kotah, but according to the treaty of 1838, as amended 
in 1844, the State contributes two lakhs annually towards the cost of the 
42nd (Dcoli) Regiment, ‘There are two kinds of police, one for the city 
(177 of all ranks), and the other for the districls numbering 5,260 with 
3,400 sepoys aud sowars of the State army and 1,008 Chaulidars or village 
watchmen, There are forty-one educational institulions,of whieh thietyenine 
we primary, live being for girls, There are also the Maharao’s [igh School 
ancl the Nobles’ school. [Education is imparted free throughout the State. 


During nearly a quarter of a century of his reign, Wis Highness jis 
atlended lo (he mental advancement and economic improvement of his 
subjects, and the continuance of such a prudent and bevelicent adminis« 
tration for years lo come will be a blessing to them in every respucl, 


HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJAH 
SIR GANGA SINGH BAHADUR, 
G.C.S.1, GCLE,, LL.D, 
MAHARAJAH OF BIKANIR 


Tur Bikanir State, the second largest principality in Rajputana, covers 
an area of 28,811 square miles, It is mostly desolate, the greater portion 
consisting of sandy tracts forming parts of the Bagar and the Great Indian 
Desert, After the rains, however, the country puts on a pleasing ap- 
pearance, being covered with rich pasture that delighls the cye with 
its beautiful verdure. [tis traversed by undulating sand-hills rang. 
ing in height from 20 to 100 feel, and the only rocks found are those 
near Goalpura, the highest of them being G00 feet above the sealevel, 
There are only two rivers, the Ghagga and the Katli, which are dry except 
during rains, The only work of irrigation is that for ulilising the waters of 
the Ghaggat, and it was constructed in 1897 at the joint expense of the 
British Government and (he Bikanir State, 

The State has two salt lakes, Coal, gypsum, fuller’s earth and sand- 
stone are found in parts. The plant life is of course scanty, but, 
as already observed, the country affords excellent pasture after Lhe rains. 
The climate, though dry and generally healthy, is subject to great extremes 
of heat and cold, The average rainfall is under twelve inches, 

In the latler half of the fifteenth century, Bika, a Rathor Rajput, and 
son of the Chief of Marwar, invaded the country now known as the 
Bikanir State, and established his supremacy over the Rajputs, the Jals 
and the Mahomedans who occupied the track, Bika died in 1504, and in 
1541 one of his successors, Jet Singh, was defeated by Maldea, Chief of 
Marwar, and Bikanir State was taken, Jn 1hd4 Kalyan Singh, son of 
Jet Singh, recovered Bikanir, and began an alliance with the Emperors 
of Delhi which considerably affected the subsequent history of the State. 

Akbar's historian writes that when Kalyan Singh and his son Rai Singh 
waited on Akbar in 1570, “ the loyally and sincerity of both father aud 
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soo being manifest, the Kmperor martied Kalyan Singh's diughter.” 
Rai Singh succeeded his father in 1571 and ented over the Bilsini Stale 
for dQ years, Te was also one of the greatest generals of Akbars ‘Che 
Emperor conferred upon him fifty-two districts and allowed him a rink 
only inferior fo that of the Chief of Jaipur. [1 1886) Salim Guflerwards 
the Emperor Jahangir) married one of his daughters, and their son Parwez 
was worsted by Shah Jahan in the slraggle for the empires One of his 
successors Karan Singh (1631 lo 1669) took sides with Aurangzeb in (he 
fratvicidal struggle at Delhi and afterwards served under him in the 
Deccan, Karan Singh's eldest son, Anup Singh (1669-98), also won fume 
by service in the Deccan, and took an important palin. the capture of 
Golkonda, He was rewarded by Aurangzeb with the tide of Malitajaa, 
which has since been held by his successors, 

Throughout the eighteenth century Bikanir and Jodhpur were 
on hostile terms, In 1788 Surat Singh sneceeded lo the Chieftian 
ship, and twenty years Jaler when Jodhpur invaded Bikanir for the 
eighth time, Surat Singh applied for British aid to Major Elphinstone 
who then passed through Bikanir on his way fo Wabul. But the 
British could not at the time render any assistance as they were bound 
down toa policy of non-intervention, Subsequently Sural Singh, whose trea 
sury was, depleted, began lo extort money from his Thakurs by plundering, 
fining and murdering them, so much so that in 1814 they rose in’ rebel 
lion against him, The Thakurs, with the assistance of Amie Khan, not 
only recovered thair estates, but proved to be a menace lo the sbi 
itself, Again, Brilish help was sought and a treaty was congluded in (81K, 
With the help of the British troops the rebel Thakurs were suppressed and 
order was restored. Sural Singh died in 1828, and his son, Ratan Singh, 
in violation of his treaty with (he British, entered into a dispute: with 
Jaisalmer. This, however, was seltled by the timely intervention of the 
Rrilish, There was a second rebellion of the Thakurs in 1880, when 
Bikanir again unsuccessfully sought British aids ‘Che Thakurs foe 
the next few years plundered the country unchecked, A special force, 
called the Shekhawati Brigade, was then formed fo suppress these 
dacoities ; and to defray iis expenses the Bikanir State contributed aainuilly 
Rs, 22,000 for seven years, 

During the Afghan war (1842), Maharajah Ralan Singh contri+ 
buted 200 camels. In 1844 he entered into an agreement with (he 
British reducing the scale of transit duties on goods carried Uireugh 
his territories. Further, the Chief rendered military aid in the first 
and second Sikh wars, His son, Sardar Singh, succeeded him in 184], 
He rendered conspicuous service to the British during the Mutiny 
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hy saving the lives of Europeans who had sought shelter at his court, and 
hy fighting against the rebels, In reeognilion of his services the Govern- 
ment rewarded him in 1861 with the grant of the ‘Tibi Pargana, in’ the 
Sirsa District, consisting of forly-one villages, Though the administration 
of the Shue was well carcied ou for a time, the extottians of the 
Maharajah increased, and there was another rebellion of the Thakurs on 
1868, A Political Officer had to be appointed, and amity was thus restored 
between the Chief and the Thakurs, Sardar Singh was succeeded by his 
adopted son, Dungar Singh, who was invested with full powers in 1873, 
The Thakurs again rose in rebellion in 1883, A British amy was des 
patched to the help of Bikaniv, and the majority of the Thakurs had to 
surrender, A Political Agent was permanently appointed, and the rela» 
tions between the Maharajah and his nobles were thus gradually adjusted, 


Before his death in 1887, Dungar Singh with the approval of the 
Government of India, adopted his brother, the present Maharajah, Ganga 
Singh, as his successor. ~The Maharajah, who was barn in 1880, received 
his education al the Mayo College, Ajmer, and he was invested with full 
administrative powers 1n 1898, During his minarity the Stale was adminis- 
tered by a Council presided over by the Political Agent, Since his accession 
{6 the gadi, many marked improvements have been eifectedin the State, 
Belween 1889 and 1893 an Lmperial Service Camel Corps, 500 sirong, called 
after the Chief, Ganga Resala, was raised. I served in China (1900), as an 
Infantry Regiment, and more recently (1908-04) a detachment of it, about 
250 strong, did good work in Somaliland, Between 1889 and 1902 the Dur- 
bar constructed a Railway line, 250 miles long, through Bikanir, from the 
Marwar in the south to the Punjaub berder on the north-east, at a cost ol 
lifty-one lakhs, The State currency was reformed, Under an agreement with 
the Government, copper coins struck for the State al the Caleulta mint were 
putinto circulation. Coal was discovered at Palana about fourteen miles 
south of Bikanir in 1896, The seam which is said to contain two 
million tons is worked by the Durbar at a profit of 70 per cent. 
on the capilal cost. The Maharajah was confronted by the great 
famine of 1899-1900, soon after he was invested wilh powers; but 
he worked hearl and soul for the relief of his people and considera. 
hly minimised their sufferings, Relief works and famine camps were 
started all over the land. Over 9,848,000 units were relieved on works, 
and more than 1,840,000 were fed gratuitously, the largest: number ever 
given direct relief to; land revenue remission amounted to 47 lakhs; and 
a sun af Rs, 85,300 was granted as loans to agriculturists, 


His Highness attended the Delhi Durbar of 1903, when he request. 
ed Lis Excellency the Viceroy to convey his loyal and vespect(ul con. 
U7 
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gralulations to His Majesty the King-lmperor, and to assure Eis 
Majesty hal he and his people were always ready to serve and light for 
His Majesty on all occasions. 

ULRVH, the Prince of Wales (our King-lmperot), daring bis tact 
tour of 1905-06, paid a visi to Bikanir, where, at the State banquet, in 
replying {o the toast proposed by the Maharajah, His Royal Mighness ob- 
served }— 

T have been much struck by the fine soldicr-like appearance of that farce 
(Bikanir Camel Corps), It will give me much pleasure lo toll the Kine 
Emperor of the smart appearance of the men, most of whom wore the medals 
for China and Somaliland, and of the excellent condition of the camels, I shall 
assure His Majesty that he has every reason to he proud of Your Tighness's 
contribution to the Imperial Service Troops, and also inform fim of your 
turther generous offer to augment it by the addition of half of your infantry. 

We have always heard of your interesting cily and how your great ances: 
{ors in times past won for themselves the proud and appropriate title of 
Lords of the Desert, but coming here, we realise how, through your enterprise 
and artistic knowledge, you have, as it wore, raised from the desertia palace, 
beautiful in its architectural design and construction, and replele with every 
comfort which you have so hospitably placed at our disposal. The Princess and 
Tare much gratified to learn thal Your Highness proposes to commemorate aur 
visit by erecting a building fora library, which will also contain the henutilel 
and heroic armoury of Bikanir. We heartily approve of Your Highnesa's supe 
gestion, and J am proud to think that it is your wish lo call it after me, 

The Government, in recognition of the Maharajah’s imperial services, 
able statesmanship, and devotion to the welfare of his subjects, conferred on 
him the Kaisar-i-Hind medal of the first chess, and further admitted lint 
1o the exalted orders of both GCL, and KGS... He isan honorary 
Colonel in the Indian army, and he took an active part in the Chink Cams 
paign. At the time of the visif to India of His Royal Uighness the Prince af 
Wales (now His Imperial Majesty King George V), he was appointed 
AvD.-C, to the Prince, In 1911 the University of Cambridge conferred on 
His Highness the degree of LL.D, At the last Delhi Durbar, [is Imperial 
Majesty was pleased to invest him wilh the insignia of AG, CS. 1 His 
Highness has promised a statue of Her Imperial Majesty to the new capital 
of India—Delhi. The State pays no tribute, and the Chief is entitled to 
a salute of seventeen guns. 

The State contains about 2,110 towns and villages, and has a popu 
lation of nearly six hundred thousand, of whom about &l per cent, are 
Hindus, £1 per cent. Mahomedans, and 4 per cent Jains, 

Up lo 1897 there were hardly any works of wvigation in the State, 
In 1896-97 the Qhaggar Canals were constructed ala cost of 4°7 lakhs, 


U. WH. THE MAHARAJA OF BIKANIR 131 


They irtigate aboul 18 square miles, and the gross income and working 
expenses amount ta about Rs. 15,700 and 10,800 respectively. 

Besides coal mining, salt is manufactured, fine red sandstone is 
quarried near Dalmera, and limestone and fuller's earth are excavat- 
ed in several places, A copper mine, abandoned about the middle of the 
eighteenth century, is now being prospected by a company. 

The Maharajah is assisted in the administration of the Stale by five 
Secretaries, exch of whom is catrusted wilh certain departments; and 
there is a Council of five members, which is primarily a judicial body, but 
which is also consulled on important administrative matters, The State 
has its own Civil and Criminal courts, the judiciary being guided largely 
by enactments similar to those of British India. The Council is the 
highest appellate court, and, besides hearing appeal and revision cases, 
deals with all murder cases, submilling them with its opinion lo the 
Maharajah, who alone can pass sentences of dealh, There are also 
courts of honorary magistrates at the capital, The revenue of the Stale 
is about thirty lakhs, and the expenditure nearly lwenly-live lakhs. ‘The 
Durbar is financially sound and is unencumbered, 


Besides the Imperial Service Camel Corps, His Highness inaintains 
an ‘irregular Jocal force of 380 cavalry, 500 infantry, and 88 artillery, at 
a cost of aboul 24 lakhs a year. ‘There are uinely-four guns, of which 
thirly-three are serviceable, ‘The Durbar has a police force of about 900, 
of whom 200 are mounted, mostly on cimels. The State has one Central 
jail and two District jails, ‘The jail manufactures are carpets, woollen 
fabrics, curtains, rope, &e, 

Besides indigenous schools, thirly-cight other institutions are maintain- 
edby the Durbar. Wdueation is free, Medical aid is atforded at thirteen 
huspitals and three dispensaries, at a cost of about Rs. 40,500 a year. 
Vaccination is also popular. 

The full Ules of the Maharajah are—Colonel His TTighness the Maha- 
rajah Raj Rajeshwar Nacendra Shiromani, Sri Maharajah Dhiraj sir 
Ganga Singh Bahadur, G,C.5.1, GOL, LL. Dy AeDeC. to 01M, 
the King-l2mperor, 

His Highness, who is young and active, has many years of useful 
life before him, and it may be expected that he will use his oppor. 
tunities with honour lo himself and benefit to his subjects, 


HIS HIGHNESS THE MANARAJALT SRI 
KISHAN SINGH SAHIB BALIADUK, 
MAHARAJAH OF BHARATPUR 


The Chiefs of Bharalpur in Rajputana, who are fals of the Sinsinwar 
clan, are descended from Madan Pal, a Jadou Rajpal, who is said to have 
been originally the ruler of Bayana and later on of the present State ol site 
rauli, One of his descendants, Bal Chand, had two sons who were relused 
admission into the general class of Rajpuls. Havipg no claiins to 
any clan, they styled themselves Sinsinwar after (heit village Sinsini, which 
is cight miles south ef Dig ; and the present Chiefs of Bharatpar are their 
descendants, 

Brijh, the founder of the Sfate and a contempuraly of Aurangzely, was 
killed in batile while cefending his capital, Sinsini, againat the attack of avn 
army sent by the Moghul Emperor, Another Sinsinwar obtained lorty 
villages and made Thun his capital The Jats of Sinsini and Thun 
acknowledged the seventh son of Brijh, named Churaman, as their Chiet, 
and he had forts built at both the capitals, and also secured possession 
of Dig, Kumher and some other important places, Aided hy the army of 
another Jal, Brijh plundered the country, which even resulted in the 
closing of the roads to Delhi and Agra, 

In 1722 Badan Singh, a cousin of Churaman, was installed as ruler of 
Dig, on his consenting to pay a tribule lo the Emperor at Delhi, Badan 
Singh resigned his powers lo his energetic and intelligent son, Suray Mal, 
during whose time the power of the Jats was at its height, He took 
possession from Khem Kharan, his rival, of the famous Fort of Bharatpur, 
long considered impregnable because of its tenacious clay walls,—the fort 
which successfully defied Lord Lake in 1805 and which was only finally 
brought down by Brilish mining during thegreal sieve of 1887—and made 
the place his capital, In 1761 he captured the Agra and Muttra Districts, 
the major portion of the lerrifory now known as Alwar, and portions of 
Gurgaon and Rohtak. He was succeeded by his son, Jawahir Singh, who, 
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though wanting in the capacily of his father, was not deficient in valour, 
Te made large additions to his territory, and spent most of his time in 
the palace at Agra, where he was murdered in 1768, 

Aller Jawahir Singh, came Ratan Singh, who ruled only for nine 
months when he was succeeded by his minor son, Kesri Singh, 
There was discord and disunion in the State, which enabled the 
Mahrattas fo expel the Jats from the east of the Jumna, In 1776 
Ranjit Singh suecceded Kesri Singh. At the instance of — the 
Kmperor, Shab Alam II, Sindhia occupied the Bharatpur dominions, but 
restored them to the Chief at the special request of the aged Rani, widow 
of Suraj Mal. Thereafter, Ranjit Singh was loyal and faithful to the 
House of Sindhia, for which he was rewarded with a grant of three 
more districts, All these constiluted the State of Bharatpur, Ranjit 
Singh concluded an offensive and defensive alliance with the Gritish 
on the 29th Seplember 1808, At the batlle of Laswari in Alwar, Ranjit 
Singh took a prominent part, and his services were recognised by the grant 
of live additional districts, Contrary to his engagements and much to his 
mislortung, Ranjit Singh sided with Jaswant Rao Holkar in the war bel- 
ween (he later and the English. A fieree baltle was fought, with disas- 
trous results on both sides, and Ranjit Singh was obliged to sue for 
peace, Fe concluded a tealy with the English on the 17th April L805, 
by which they resumed the five districts granted to him in 1803, and 
made him pay an indemnity of twenty lakhs, which they subsequently 
reduced to thirteen lakhs, ‘They however confirmed him in the possession 
of the rest of histerritories, te dicd 1 1805, and his sons Randhir Singh 
(1805-8) and Baldeo Singh (1828-25), successively occupied the gadi, 

Balwant Singh, son of Baldeo Singh, succeeded as a minor, but his 
cousin, Durjan Sal, seized him and kept him in confinement, Though the 
Resident at Delhi tried to support the claims of Balwant Singh, the 
Government of India directed that officer not to take any steps contrary 
to the wishes of the Chiefs and the people. Durjan Sal informed the 
British thal he would abide by their decision, bul at the same lime 
collected an army, aided by the neighbouring Mahratta and Rajput 
States, The matter assumed alarming proportions, and the English were 
led to the necessity of thwarting the designs of Durjan Sal by placing 
Balwant Singh on the veusuad, 

The British Government recovered from the Bharatpur Durbar the 
cost of the war which amounted to Rs. 25,80,000, Balwant Singh was 
proclaimed ruler with his mother as regent under the superintendence of 
w Political Agent; but in Scptember 1826, the Rani was removed, as she 
showed a disposilion to intrigue, and a Council of Regency was formed, 
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Balwant Singh oblained full administrative powers in 1834, and when 
he died in (853, he was succeeded by his infant son, Jaswant Singh, The 
Regeney thal controlled the affairs of the Stile during: the minority of 
Balwant Singh was again established wilh a Council In Usd? a sanad 
guaranteeing the right of adoption was granted to the Chief by the 
British Government. In March 1871, he was invested with full aduntiuiss 
trative powers, In 1877 the tite of G, CoS, L was cooterred on him, 


In 1890 hig personal salute was raised from seventeen lo nineteen guns, 


$n 1873-74 a railway line was opened, and in 187) an iygreement 
Was drawn up for the suppression of the manufacture of salt Un 1aad 
the Maharajah abolished all transit duties except (hose on liquor, apis 
and other intoxicants, In 1889-90 he raised an infantry and a cavalry 
regiment, and the latter has since developed into a transport corp, 
lo defend the Empire. Jaswant Singh died in 183, when his son, Maha- 
rajah Ram Singh, ascended the gadi, But he abdicated in 1900, when his 
one year yld son, Prince Kishan Singh, was recognised as chiet with Dhau 
Bakshi Raghubir Singh Sabrb, as guardian. On account of the minority of 
the present Maharajah, there is a Council to carry on the general acuiiine 
tration of the State under the orders of the Political Agent, 


The population of Bharatpur is 558,813, and the avea 1982 square 
miles, The revenue of the State is a lide ever thirly lakhs, the British coin 
being the currency. There are newly a hundred cducatioual instilutians, 
of which more than ninety are maintained by the Stale, and the rest by 
the Church Missionary Sogiely, [nthe capital are located « Eligh Scbual, 
a Sanskrit school, and an Anglo-Vernacular school for the uppet classes, 
There ave also four schools (or girls, Seven hospitals and (en dispensaries, 
including the Imperial Service and Jail hospitals, are maintained by (he 
Durbar, 

The army of the Stale consists of an Imperial Service Infantry of doe 
men, and a transport corps comprising 850 carts, 600 mules and 868 men 
and followers. The local irregular force has about 2,200 men, of whom 
513 are horsemen with 132 gunners. ‘Phe strength of the police of all 
ranks is about 800, The Chief is entitled toa salute of seventeen RUNS, 
The full titles of the Maharajah are—~His Highness the Maharajah Sri 
Brijendra Sawai Kishan Singh Bahadur, Bahadur-Jung, Maharajab of 
Bharatpur, 


When the young Prince is called upon in due course ty assume charge 
of the State from the Council of Regency, he will ne doubt find hinagelf 
the ruler of a well-ordered and prosperous principality endowed with all 
the facilities lending to peaceful and progressive administration, 


HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJAH 
SIR VYANKATESH RAMAN SINGIT BAHADUR, G.C,S.1, 
MAHARAJAH OF REWA 


Rewa is the second largest Treaty State in the Baghulkhand 
Division of the Central India Agency. It has an area of 12,676 square 
miles, with a population of nearly a million and a quarter. The ancient 
capital of the State was Bandhogarh, situated to the south-east of Rewa, 
The State is divided into three sections—(he central plateau having 
Uprihar as ils chief town, low lands (Tarthar) in the Teonthar Tabsil, and 
the hilly tract south of the Kaimur range, ‘Phe Kaimur range, a branch of 
the Vindhya mountains, and the Maikala range on which the sacred village 
of Amarkantak is situated, are the (wo water-sheds in the State. The 
climate of Rewa is subject to extremes: in the hilly tracts the heal is ops 
pressive, the severe cold season lasting only for a short time, 


The Rulers af Rewa are Baghel Rajputs, claiming descent from the 
Solanki clan which held supremacy over Gujrat between the tenth and the 
thirteenth centuries, About the middle of the thirteenth century, Vyaghra 
Deo, brother of the Chief of Gujrat, got possession of the forl of Marpha, 
eighteen miles north-east of Kalinjar in Northern India. Bis son, Karan 
Deo, married a princess of Mandla and got as dowry the fort of Bandho- 
garh, which continued to be the chief city of the Baghel territories until 
i( was brought to wreck by Akbarin 1597. In 1298 instigated hy the 
Emperor, Alauddin, Ulugh Khan drove Karan Deo, the last of the Baghel 
rulers of Gujrat, from his dominions, A very large number of Baghels 
were forced to Jeave their country and migrate to Bandhogarh. The 
Baghels then slowly extended their holdings unnoticed by the rulers of 
Delhi. Ram Chandra was the Chief of Bandhogarh between 1555 and 1592, 
and he hada well-known musician, named Tan Sen. On hearing of the fame 
of Tan Sen, Akbar inviled Ram Chandra to his court, but the latter did nal 
comply with the wishes of the Emperor till 1584, when he was prevailed 
upon by his son, Birbhadra, to proceed to Delhi, Ram Chandra, whose 
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generosity passed into a proverb among his people, died in Li0s, aud be 
was succeeded by Birbhadra, He survived his elevation only for u short 
time, dying suddenty from the effects of a fall from) his pabtigquin, ‘the 
unexpected demise of the king and the snecession of Vikramaditya, its it 
minor, produced ayreal panic, Akbar interfered ind, after ot protracted 
siege, demolished the fort in 1497, ‘The Ruler of Orehha, Paar Singh 
Bundela, drove away the Chie! of Rewa, Anup Singh, who reigned from 
1640 to 1660, Anup Singh proceeded to Delhi and represented his 
grievances to the Emperor, who ordered the restoration of the territories 
and raised Anup Singh (0 the rank of Seh-havari and to the coummnd 
af 3,000 cavalry. ; 

In 1812 when Rajah Jai Singh was the Chief of Rewa, the Pindaris 
raided Mirzapur from Rewa {erritory, The Gritish Government, suspect. 
ing that Rajah Jai Singh had connived at the raid, insisted on his entering 
into a tvealy with them, by which he acknowledged their supremacy any 
protection, and cousented to bring to their notice for arbitration and 
dispute that might arise with his brother chiefs, and not to. raise any 
objection to the British troops passing through his dominions or buing 
stationed therein, Jai Singh was a ripe scholar and author of several 
works, and he encouraged men of learning, Ue had three sons, Visiva- 
nath Singh, Lakshman Singh of Madhogarh and Balbhadra Singh of 
Amarapatam, As Viswanath Singh had acdininistrative experience during 
the tifetime of his father, he proved a very capable raler, Himself a preat 
scholar, he admired learning in others and liberally palronised it, After 
Viswanalh Singh, came his son Raghuraj Singh, who was alse endowed 
willta literary turn of mind, 

Three years after Maharajah Raghuraj Singh came to the gadi 
the Mutiny broke out, when His Highness despatched a detachment of 
2,000 men to preserve the peace in the adjoining Cerrilories. He proteutud 
the interests of the Brilish in several other ways. Afler (he Mutiny, 
he was rewarded with the Parganas of Sohagpur and Amackantak that had 
heen wrested from Rewa by the Mahraltas in the carly part of the century. 
In 1868 Bis Highness granted lands to the East India Railway, in [86x 
he removed all transit duties and abolished the system of leasing ont reve 
nues, ‘lo reform the administrative machinery of the State, he secured 
the services of Rajah Sir Dinkar Rao, K.C.8.1, the renowned Minister of 
Gwalior, In 1860 he was made a G.C.S.1, His Elighness was present al 
the Agra Durbar of 1870, convened in honour of the Duke of Kedinburgh, 
The financial condition of the Stale required immediate attention, and the 
Maharajah, therefore, solicited the Government of India to conduet the ade 
ministration of the State. His iequest was complied with in 1874, 
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In 1870 His Highness attended the Durbar held at Delhi in honour of 
HLR.AL the then Prince of Wales (the late King-Emperor Edward VI). In 
1877 al the Delhi Imperial Assemblage he was presented with a banner 
and anedal, and his salute was raised by two guns, He dicd in (880 
when he was succeeded by Vyankalesh Raman Singh, who was a 
minor tour years old, The young Prince received his early educa. 
tion privately under competent European and Indian tutors. In 
1895 he was invested with full administrative powers, and two years 
later, the relief works he opened in connection with the famine 
elicited the warm appreciation of the Government of India, who confer+ 
red on him the distinction of G, C, S. 1, In 1908 His Highness was 
present at the Delhi Durbar, where his camp ‘was one of the most 
elaborate in the whole of Delhi, [It was lavishly equipped, and so pro- 
fusely decorated with bunting andso modern in style, that a visitor might 
have imagined himself in a corner of the Paris Exhibition, The camp 
contained the whole of the large retinue which the Maharajah took 
with him consisting of about 800 men, 18 elephants and a large 
number of horses,” In 1905, at Indore, His Highness was presented to their 
Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess of Wales (now our Emperor 
and Empress), The Maharajah enjoys a salute of seventeen guns, 

The Tons and the Son are the two rivers in the State, ‘The Umaria 
coal mines are productive of large revenue to the Durbar, and the sand. 
stones quarried from the Vindhya Hills are much used for building 
purposes, The population is nearly one million and a half, 77 per cent, 
heing Findus and 2 per cent. Mahomedans. Baghelkhandi is the prevail 
ing language, The principal crops are rice, wheat, harley, gram, and 
bajra. As there are many large tanks and reservoirs, the Stale is well 
irrigated. There are extensive forests yielding a large revenue, 

The State is made up of seven Tahsils. The Maharajah exercises 
first class powers and can also pass sentences of death, The revenue 
of Rewa is nearly thirty lakhs, ‘There are two high schools affiliated 
ta the Allahabad Universily, fifty-one village schools, and also two 
girls’ schools, The army of the State consists of 1,140 infantry and 574 
cavalry, with 13 guns. ‘The police force numbers 622 men of all ranks, 


There are nearly twenty hospitals. 


The Maharajah is still in the prime, of life with along record of good 
work already done for the State, and for many years to come the people af 
Rewa may continue lo enjoy the fallest henetits fram his long experience 


never-failing sympathy and great administrative skill, 


18 


HIS HIGHNESS THE NAWAR 
Haji SADIQ. MUHAMMAD KHAN V, 
NAWAB OF BAHAWALPUR 


Iv is said that the originators of the house of Bahawalpur In the 
Punjaub are the Abbasi Daudpotras claiming descent from the Abbasid 
Khalifs of Egypt. The Abbasi Daudpotras were originally residents of 
Sind, who declared themselves independent when the Durrani Empire 
was divided. The then Chief of Bahawalpur, Nawab Muhammad Bahawwal 
Khan II, established a mint at his headquarters in 1802 under the orders 
of Shah Mahmud of Kabul. When the power of Ranjit Singh of the 
Punjaub was at its zenith, the Nawab repeatedly applied to the British for 
protection, but it was only in 1888 that they entered into a trenty with him, 
by which he was allowed to rule independently. When preparations for 
restoring Shah Shuja to the Afghan throne were in progress in 18a4, the 
political relations between the Bahawalpur State and the British Govern 
ment wete again regulated by a fresh treaty. 


When the first Afghan war broke out, the Nawab proved himself 
very useful to the British Government and afforded every facilily for the 
marching of troops through his dominions, and gave them also the neces. 
sary supplies, In the Multan war of 1847-48 his co-operation with (he 
British elicited warm appreciation, His services were recognised by the 
grant of the districts of Sabzalkot and Bhung, with a life-pension of one 
lakh, When he died there was a dispute concerning the succession, 
During his life-time he nominated his third son to succeed him, overlook+ 
ing the claims of his eldest son, The third son ascended the gad, but his 
elder brother deposed him and assumed charge of the State. The Nawab 
treated his subjects so cruelly that they rose in open rebellion, but he 
managed to put them down. When he died in March 1866, he was succceds 
ed by his son, Nawab Sadiq Muhammad Khan IV, while yeta hoy of four 
years, The State was in confusion and disorder, and it was therefore 
managed by the British Government during the minority of the 
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Nawab, In 1879 he was invested with full administrative powers, 
In the Afghan wars of 1878-80, the Nawab rendered greal assistance 
fo the British, His Highness furnished them with more than 
20,000 camels, bullocks and ponies, and 2,800 swords, 500. infantry 
und 100 cavalry, mostly for guarding the frontiers, Lord Ripon, the 
Viceroy, visited Bahawalpur in 1880, when His Excellency presented His 
Highness with the insignia of a G.C.S.1. ‘The Nawab died in 1899, when 
he was succeeded by his son, Nawab Muhammad Bahawal Khan V who 
was then fifteen years old. 


The young Nawab studied in the Aitchison College, Lahore, for 
aboul four years, made rapid progress in his sludies, and even passed the 
Wntrance Examination of the Punjaub University. In May 1901, the 
Prince left the College to learn administrative work, On the (2th 
November 1903, HE. Lord Curzon, in investing His Highness with full 
powers, observed — 


There are five duties that [ enjoin upon you as you lake up the task, Be loyal 
lo your Sovereign, who is the ullimale source and guarantee ol your powers, 
Regard the Government of India and the local Government under whieh you 
are immedialely placed as your protectors and sponsors. ‘Treat the Political 
Olficar with wham you are brought intocontact nol as your lulor or mentor 
but as a counsellor and friend, Be just aud considerate tothe Nobles of your 
Slate, You owe a duty to them just aa much as they to you, And lastly, uever 
Ist a day pass without thinking of your people and praying lo the Almighty God 
that you, who have go much, may do something for them who have go little, If 
these are the principles by which you regulate your conduct, your subjects 
and your friends will look upon this city, not as adamasha that is forgollen as 
soon as it is over, bul as the dawn of a bright and prosperous era for the State 
ot Bahawalpur, : 

Al the Stale banquet, His Excellency the Vicervy replied to the toast 
proposed by His Highness the Nawab, in (he following terms +-— 


His Highness already enjoys two qualilivations of nomean order, He is 
not without experience, and he possesses character. Since May of last year 
he has, as he told us this afternoon, practically been conducting the adminis. 
(ration of his State, and has famlliarised himself with the problems and dulies 
(hat it involves, He has himself carried oul the settlement of two districts, 
and has written a detailed report of bis work, which I have seen, ft gives 
ine greal pleasure (o note these symptoms of his zeal and activity because they 
show thal he does nol intend to be a mere figure-head, aud because I knaw 
how good a thing itis for a State that lhe Ruler should be personally cogni- 
sant of Lhe condition of his subjects. [I often wish that 1 had had some settle- 
ment experience myself ; for Lam convinced that that is almost the only worl: 
in India that glves a veal insight into the life and well being of the poople, 
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Such a workas the Nawab has undertaken is good uot only for the Chiel, but 
also for the raiyats, who like to think that their ruler knows all aboul them, 
and also for the officials, who are cheered up by the recognition ud encourages 
mentof their superior. 

Isaid that His Highness possessed character also, I believe from what 
I have heard, and it was confirmed by his speech this afletnoon, that be bas 
a high sense of :esponsibility, that he ts painstaking and industrious, antl that 
he means to do his duty to his people. If this is the spirit, in which he 
approaches his task, andif he is willing at the commencement to prolit by 
the counsel and authority of others, then I think that a bright future lies 
before him, and that ashe gains in age and experience, he may become a 
genuine influence for good in his State. 


During the minority of the Nawab the revenue of the Stale under 
the able management of British officers rose to twenty-four lakhs, ‘There 
were marked improvements in almost all the departments, Such com 
panies of the cavalry and infantry as were superfluous were disbanded and 
an Imperial Service camel corps was organised, He died in February 
4907 at sea on his way back from a pilgrimage to Mecea. He was saccerd: 
ed by his son, Nawab Haji Sadiq Muhammad Khan V, born on the 
29th September 1904. ‘ 


In February 1911, H. E, the Liculenant-Governor of the Punjanb 
opened the Kbanpur-Chachran Railway, In this connection Moulvi Aaji 
Rahim Baksh Bahadur, C. 1, KE, President of the Council, announced 
that the Durbar had another more costly project on hand, namely that of 
the perennial canal from the Sutlej, and that the Council had been able 
to accumulate the aggregate surplus of nearly seventy-five faklis of 
rupees, which would be doubled before the Regency was over. His 
Honour replied that he knew the father as well ag the grandfather of the 
present minor Nawab well, and assisted at their investiture When the 
late Nawab died it was decided to place fuller trust in Indian officers, and 
the Council of Regency was therefore composed mainly of the officials of 
the State without a British officer as Superintendent. His Honour was 
strongly of opinion that the experiment was a complete success, 
Before leaving the State, he laid the foundation of the new High School, 
and inspected the College and the Boarding honse, 


Bahawalpur is about 15,198 square yuiles in area with a population 
of 7,80,394 of whom more than 80 per cent, are Mahomedans, ‘Ihe 
country is watered by the Sutlej, the Chenab and the Indus, There are 
neither hills nor streams except the pools and backwaters of the three rivers 
The annual rainfall seldom exceeds five inches, The climate in 
general is healthy, Forests cover an area of 412 square miles; but a 
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large portion is withoul any trees affording ample room for colonisation, 
Silk /augis (ornamental turbans) and sufis (silk cloth) are woven 
in Bahawalpur, Impure carbonate of soda which is manuiactured 
on a large seale is said to be a lucrative industry, Thera are nine cice- 
husking mills in the State, The principal crops are wheat, rice, spiked 
millet, great millet and gram, Chere are no transil duties, 

The major portion of the people speak Mullani or Bahawalpur, 
The other languages spoken are Machka Sindi and Marwari Rathi, The 
Jals are the principal land-owning tribes. The Aroras are the only com- 
mercial class, 

Generally the Chief controls the affairs of the State, aided by a 
Council of eleven’ members with the Mushir-ieala or Wazir as President, 
The Mushir-i-Mal (Revenue Minister) has general revenue control over 
the State, ‘The Nazins, ‘Tahsildars and Naib-Tahsildars work under his 
orders. The Sadr Adalat is the principal court presided over by a judge, 
commonly known as the Chief Judge, under whom work three District 
Judges, and five first class and three second class Munsilfs, All these 
officers attend also to registration work, (he Chief Judge being the Chief 
Registrar, the District Judge, Registrar, and the Munsills, Sub-Registrars, 

» There are sixteen municipalities in the State, ‘The Imperial Service 
Silledar Camel Transport Corps consists of 855 men and 1,)44 camels. 
Theee is also an [umperial Service (Camel) Mounted Ritle Coutpary, 
with 160 officers, non-commissioned officers and men, ‘The Nizam 
Infantry Regiment has on ils rolls 492 men of all ranks, an orderly 
{roop 108 strong, and an Imperial Service Reserve company of 80 men, 
There are also thirteen guns, ‘The strength of the police is aboul 550, 
Daries, carpets, blankels and paper are manufactured in the jail at Baba- 
walpur. ‘There are two hospilals and six outlying dispensaries in the Stale. 

Al Bahawalpur there are the Sadiq Egerton College, and the High 
School, The State further maintains seven Anglo-Vernacular Middle schools 
thirty-two Primary schools and six Mahomedan theologica! schools, 

There is now a Council of Regency with a President, a Financial 
member, a Military member, two Revenue members and a Superintendent, 
The revenue of the Stale is about thirty lakhs, 

The full titles of the Nawab are—His Highness Rukn-ud+Daula 
Nasarali-Jung Hafiz-ul-mulk Mukhlis-ud-Daula Nawab Haji Sadig Mu- 
hammad Khan Bahadur V, Abbasi, The Nawab is entitled to a salute of 
seventeen guns, 

During his minorily the Prince has the advantage of a good taining 
and education free from the evil influences of Indian Palaces, and it may be 
hoped that the people will derive the fullest benelil from his rule when well 
equipped for his work, he takes charge of the administration in due lime. 


HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAO 
SIR KHENGAR]J BAHADUR II, G.C. 1, E,, 
RAO OF CUTCH 


Tue Cutch State, otherwise known as “The Sea-cuas! land,” is under 
the political superintendence of the Governor of Bombay, The Great 
Rann in the nutth, the Little Rann in the east, the Gulf of Cutch in the 
south, and the Arabian sea in the west, separate the Cutch provinec 
from the [Indian continent. The State has an area of 7616 square tiles 
with a population of 512,479, , 


The modern history of Cutch begins from the fourteenth century, 
that 1s, from its conquest by the Sind tribe of Samma Rajputs, ‘The 
Sammas that constituted the reigning family of Cutcl were called Jadejas, 
who divided themselves into three branches and held the sovereignty of 
Cutch till about the middle of the sixteenth century, It was then ‘thal 
Khengar, one of their descendants, aided by the Mahomedan ruler of Ah- 
mecabad, managed fo obtain possession of the whole territory and placed 
himself at the head of the tribe, The King of Ahmedabad conferred on 
Khengar the distinction of Rao with the grant of Morvi in Kathiawar, 
Khengar had an uncle, named Jam Rawal, who was once the Chief of a 
portion of Cutch, and who fled to Kathiawar and established the State of 
Nawanagar, whose rulers are still known as the Jams, Rav Khengar paid 
no tribute to tee King of Ahmednagar, but he was expected to be 
ready with 5,000 cavalry when wanted, His successor consented to 
give the pilgrims to Mecca a frée passage and consequently the tribute 
originally demanded was remitted. Rayadhan, the Rav of Culeh in 1697, 
was succeeded by his third son, Pragji, who murdered his elder brother 
and occupied the gadi, With the object of pacifying the gon of the murs 
dered brother, he made him the Chief of Morvi, which, since then, has 
been in the enjoyment of his descendants, Aller 1718 the Viceroy of 
Gujrat often directed his arms against Cutch but without Success } andl the 
Chief of Cutch builf a fort at Bhuj to repel their atlacks. What with the 
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insanity of the Rao and the struggle of the rival parties, the disorder 
became all the greater, and this necessitated the Cuich Durbar in 1809 
to seek (he aid of (he British, A Gealy was made with the Brilish in 
order lo suppress piracy and prevent raids into Kathiawar, as they found 
it inexpedient to have anything fo do with the infernal aftairs of the State. 
‘The Rao did not pay any regard to the trealy, and remonstrances were of 
no avail, In consequence a British army advanced inta Cutch in 1815, and 
another {reaty was concluded, by which the Brilish Government under- 
took to restore order, provided that Cutch ceded the fort of Anjar 
and twenty-three other villages as compensation. When tranquillity 
was restored the Brilish Government made a remission of all 
arrears due to them from the Cutch State, and the Rao 
continued to be a faithful ally. But the Jadeja Chiefs, who could not 
brook his profligacy and cruelty, applied to the British for help and 
redress. The Rao was ready for war, and the English marched against 
him and seized Bhuj, They deposed the Chief and accepted the nomi- 
nation by the Jadejas of another ruler, Desalji, who was only a minor, 
A regency was formed consisting of the British Resident and a few 
Chiefs, ‘The British maintained order withoul interfering in the internal 
administration, and placed the Jadeja Chiefs firmly in their holdings, In 
1822 the East India Company restored to Cutch the district of Anjar and 
aceepted in return an annual payment, Rao Desalji I attained majo- 
rity in 1884, when the Regency was abolished, During his re’gime, he 
put down infanticide, safé and slavery, His administralion, which lasied 
for more than forty years, was highly beneficial to the people, 


Rao Desalji IT was succeeded by Maharao Pragmalji, who ruled over 
the Stale from 1860 to 1875, His Highness codified the laws on British 
lines, and took special interest in the matler of education, All the 
other departments of the State also received his careful attention, In 18714 
the Government of India recognised his services by conferring on 
him the title of K.C.S.1, None of the former rnlers of Cutch had 
ever travelled beyond the province, but His Highness visited 
Bombay ihrice, The first time he went there was in 1870 {o 
welcome H.R.H, the Duke of Edinburgh. The next year he was 
there io participate in a Chapter of the Star of India; his third 
visit was in 1875 {o pay his homage to H. R, H. the Prince of 
Wales (afterwards King-Emperor Edward V1Q). In commemoration of the 
visil of Their Royal Highnesses, the Maharao founded the Albert Edward 
Breakwater and Harbour Works at Mandvi, at a cost of twelve lakhs, and 
the Alfred High School at Bhuj, and endgwed two scholarships ia the 
Elphinstone College and two more in,Sir Jamsetji Jijibhai’s School of 
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Arts, Bombay. Besides His Highness's palace buildings which were erect 
ed by him, his other public works are the Pragsar Tank, a causeway tn 
the large Hamirsar Tank, a jail, a hospital, stables for horses and elephants, 
and schools at Bhuy and Mandvi, In the latter part of his rule, he brouglit 
in cotton gins, established screw presses, and conslrucled (he Bhuj- 
Mandvi road. He wasa great hunter and many wild animals fell to his 
gun. He died in 1876, leaving behind him a son, the present Chief, 


H. H. the Maharao Khengarji Bahadur I, who was born on the 
16th August 1866, was hardly ten years old, at the time of his father’s 
death, but as the then Political Agent spoke of him, he was “4 most pros 
mising hoy of ten.” Splendid arrangements were macle for his education, 
and men of tried abilities, such as Mr. Chhotalal Tewakram and Captain 
J. W. Wray, were appointed tutors, In the year of his acgession to the 
gadi, Sir Richmond Temple, the Governor of Bombay, visited Cutch, 
when he was greatly delighted with the progress the young Prince had 
made in his studies, and at the ease and fluency with which he spoke 
English, When he was barely fifteen years ald, he joined the Council of 
Administration, and the formal installation of His Highness as the Rao 
of Cutch took place on the 14th Novethber 1884 when he altained his 
majority, Sir James Fergusson, the Governor of Bombay, then held a 
grand Durbar, in which His Excellency observed :— 


I venture to augur very favourably of His Gighness’s reign. His nav 
tural intelligence has been developed, his mind has been instructed hy a 
liberal ectucation, he possesses a complete knowledge of the circumstances 
and wants of his country and people, but more hopeful still are his disposition 
and character. The frequent opportunities which I have had of judging of 
them, ag well as the unanimous testimony of those Who have known him from 
childhood, convince me that he possesses a kind heart as wellas a clear 
judgment, and cherishes a resolute adherence to the call of duty. ‘These 
qualities are not unknown to his subjects, and they cannot fail lo deepen thair 
hereditary attachment to his family and person, which is so remarkable. [1 
may indeed actuate him to deserve and reciprocate it. Idonbt not that it 
will, I shall deem myself very ignorant of character if His Highness does nal 


realise our best anticipations, 


On the 2nd March 1885, the Government of India conferred on His 
Highness the hereditary distinction of Sawai Bahadur. On the occasion 
of the Diamond Jubilee of Her Majesty Queen-Empress Victoria, the 
Maharao went to England as a representative of ihe Bombay Presidency 
While there, Her Gracious Majesty conferred on His A ighness (he cis 
tinction of G. C.1, E, He evinces great interest in education, especially 
female education. He has founded a Sanskrit school, and the Fergusson 
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Museum and Library at Bhnj. He gives a number of scholarships to 
deserving young men to prosecute their studies in the higher branches 
of learning in India, england and America, The Maharao, has endow- 
ed a scholarship for Cuich girls studying in the Grant Medical College, 
Bombay, and also for those atlending the Training College at Ahmedabad or 
Rajkot. There are also Stale scholarships for the female assistant-teachers 
of the local school, and one scholarship for the girls receiving edu- 
cation in the Poona High School, His Highness has most graciously 
endowed many more scholarships for Cuichis to enable them to learn 
aris, sciences, navigation, agriculture, &c., whether in India, Europe, or 
America, 


At the State banquet held at Cutch on the 31st October 1900, H. E. 
Lord Curzon, in proposing the health of His Highness the Rao of Cuteh, 
said -— 

In the twa speeches to which we have jusl listened, and to the second of 
which Iam now called upon to reply, His Highness the Rao has shown that to 
his other accomplishments he adds that of being a talented and gracetl 
speaker, 

AsI advanced further into the interior I could not fail to be struck 
by the thriving and healthy appearance of the people. I did not see a single 
emaciated form, I observed no shrunken foatures, and when I remembered that 
this country had been sorely afflicted by drought during the past year, and 
that, only two years ago, the plague was so bad that it is said to have carried 
off 10,000 persons, I thought that what I saw spoke well for the natural vi- 
gour and the recuperative power of the people; but I thought that it spoke 
avon better for the generosily and patriotism of the Chief, who spent from his 
own resources over twenty lakhs of rupees upon rellef works for the employ- 
ment of his subjecta, and who thereby showed himself what It is the highest 
ambition of any ruler to be, namely, the saviour of his people. When, there- 
fore, His Highness pays me the compliment, as he has done, of a flattering 
reference to the famine administration of the Government of India during the 
past year, I feel at liberty to return him the compliment and to say that we could 
desire no better tribute to the success of our own system than that it has found 
so worthy a disciple, 


Since His Highness’s accession {o the gadi, the State has made vast 
improvements, chiefly in regard to the extension of roads, the con- 
struction of new buildings, and the renewal of old works, As the 
rainfall is limited and scanty, His Highness pays particular attention to the 
improvement of well-irrigation, During His Highness’s régime consider- 
able extent of waste land has been brought under cultivation, 

For administrative purposes the State is divided into cight districts, 


The Varishia Adalat has full civil and criminal jurisdiction and also passes 
Ww 
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sentences of death or of transportation for life. Sentences of and above 
fourteen years’ imprisonment require the confirmation of the Rao. There 
are fifty-three civil and forty-five criminal courts. The Jadeja court is 
presided over by the Naib Dewan, and hasa bench of four Jadeja noblemen. 
It hears civil and criminal cases from the estates of the guarantee holders, 


The revenue of the State is nearly forty lakhs, of which nineteen 
lakhs go to the Durbar and the rest to the Zamindars and others, There 
are 187 Bhayad Chiefs, and the Jadeja tribe numbers 16,000, The former 
are Rajput nobles forming the brotherhood of the Rao. They have to sup- 
ply troops to the Durbar whenever necessary, and are granted sufficient 
janded estates for their maintenance, The revenue from their estates 
amounts to nearly seventeen lakhs, Some of them are empowered to try 
civil and criminal cases. 

The State pays asubsidy of two lakhs for the maintenance of the 
British troops stationed at Bhuj. Thearmy of the State comprises 254 
cavalry and 853 infantry with 281 Arabs, The police force numbers 244 
mounted and 572 ordinary men, There are twelve jails, The State main- 
tains one High school, six Anglo-Vernacular schools, nearly a hundred 
primary schools, fourteen girls’ schools, ten night schools, one school of 
arts, and one Sanskrit school. The Durbar gives about a hundred 
scholaships, of which more than fifty are for gills, Medical aid is given 
in eleven hospitals and dispensaries, 

Bhuj, the capital of the State, is at the base of a fortified hill, There 
are at Bhuj a post office, a hospital, a dispensary, a high school and a 
library, besides many archzeological monuments. Cutch is known for ils 
beautiful embroidery and silver-work, There are also manufactured fine 
silk and cottan goods, 

The people of Cutch talk Kachchhi (Cutchi) and Gujarati, the former 
being a spoken dialect and the latter a written language, As the major 
portion of the soil is sandy, and easily tilled, more than 4,000 square 
miles are under cultivation, Wheat and barley of poor quality, and 
also cotton are cultivated, besides the ordinary varieties of millet and 
pulse, and a little garden produce, The mineral products consist of iron, 
coal, alum and tough millstones, 

The full titles of the Maharao are—His Highness the Maharao Shri 
Mirza Rajah Sawai Sir Khengarji Bahadur II, G, C, 1, E., Rao of Cutch. 
He is entitled to a salute of seventeen guns, 

The favourable situation of Cutch on the sea-coast, its settled and 
progressive administration, and its latent commercial resources promise a 
prosperous future for the uate, 


HIS HIGHNESS THE NAWAB SIR 
MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM ALI] KHAN BAHADUR, G,C.1E,, 
NAWAB OF TONK 


TonK is the only Mahomedan State in the Hindu stronghold of 
Rajputana, It is situated partly in Rajputana and partly in Central India, 
and covers an area of 2,553 square miles, The country is hilly and wooded 
while parts of it are flat and low. A portion of it constitutes a high table- 
land, There are two rivers in it, the Banas and the Parbali. Its climate, 
though generally dry and heallhy, is subject to malaria during and after 
the rains, The average rainfall is about twenty-six inches, ‘he 
population of the State is 803,181 scattered in about 1,294 towns 
and villages, The Hindus number 82 per cent. of the population, 
the Mahomedans 15 per cent, and the Jains 3 per cent, The normal annual 
revenue of the State is a little over eleven lakhs and the ordinary expendi- 
ture about nine lakhs, 

The Nawab of Tonk belongs to the Buner tribe of the Pathan com: 
munity in Afghanistan, During the time of the Moghul Emperor, Mu- 
hammad Shah Ghazi, one Taleh Khan migrated into India, and took ser- 
vice with a distinguished Rohilla, Ali Muhammad Khan, His grandson, 
Amir Khan, the great Pindari Chieftain, founded the Tonk State. He 
was born in 1768, The disruption of the Moghul Empire was going on 
apace, and the times were favourable for the growth and prosperity of 
military adventurers, Amir [han, availing himself of the opportunity, 
gathered men about him, and became a petiy mercenary leader. His 
power and fortune rose so quickly that we find him in 1798 the command- 
er of a large and independent army in the service of Jaswant Rao Holka, 
The understanding between Amir Khan and Holkar was that they should 
share equally all their future plunder and conquest; and Amir Khan 
served under Holkar in all his wars against Sindhia, the Peshwa, 
and the British, In 1798 Amir Khan received as his share the district of 
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Sironj. To this he added Tonk and Pirawa in 1806, Nimbahera in 1809, 
and Chhabra in 1816. 

When the British occupied Malwa, Amir Khan sought the friendship 
of the British, who concluded a treaty with him in 1817, by which he 
agreed to give up his predatory habits and to reduce his army. In return 
he was allowed to retain his possessions, He was, however, not counte- 
nanced in his retention of the tracis fraudulently obtained by him 
from the Rajputs, The British presented him with the fort and Pargana 
of Rampura, now called Aligarh, as a free grant, and gave him a loan of 
three lakhs of rupees, which was subsequently remitted, 


Nawab Wazir Muhammad Khan succeeded Amir Khan in £834. 
He remained staunch to the British during the great Indian Mutiny, and 
easily repulsed an attack on his State by the Nawab of Banda and Tantia 
Topi. In recognition of his loyalty and services, his salute was raised 
from fifteen to seventeen guns, andin 1862 a sanad was granted him 
guaranteeing succession to his family according to Mahomedan Law 
in case of failure of natural heirs, He died in 1864, 


The next Nawab, Muhammad Ali Khan, was deposed in 1867 on 
account of mal-adminustration, and his son, Muhammad Ibrahim ‘Ali 
Khan, the present ruler, born in 1848, was placed on the masuud. For 
two years the State was administered by a Council of Regency, presided 
over by a British Officer, In 1870 the Nawab was entrusted with full 
powers, His Highness was granted a personal salute of seventeen guns in 
1887, and the next year it was declared hereditary. In the famine of 
1868, the Durbar incurred an expenditure of two lakhs of rupees 
towards relief measures; and an equal amount was remitted in land 
revenue, In 1896 about 4,700 famine-stficken people were daily relieved 
in poor houses or on works, During the great famine of 1899-1900, 
the State spent about eight lakhs and a half, The Nawab carries on the 
administration, assisted by a Council of four members, The posi of 
Minister was abolished in 1903, In 1890 the distinction of G, C, I, E. was 
conferred upon His Highness, g 


There are Civil and Criminal Courts in the State, over which the 
appellate court atthe capital exercises jurisdiction; appeals from the 
decisions of the appellate court lie to the Council and the Naavab, and the 
latter alone can pass sentences of death, 

The State has a currency of its own in the Tonk and Aligarh districts, 
The Tonk rupee now exchanges for thirteen or fourteen British annas, the 
rate varying daily, In the other parts of the State the British rupee is ace 
cepted as legal terider. : 
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The military force consists of 443 cavalry, 243 artillery, and 1,046 
infantry including the fort garrisons, 74 out of 82 gunsare said to be 
serviceable, The police force numbers about 850 of all ranks, and costs 
the State Rs. 50,000 a year. There is acentral jail at the capital, besides 
jails at the district headquarters, 

The State maintains fifteen educational institutions, ten for boys and 
five for girls, There are three hospitals at the capital, and five dispen- 
saries at the headquarters ofthe districts, maintained at an annual cost 
of about Rs, 18,000. 

The people live chiefly by agricullure, The cotton industry gives occu 
pation to 5 per cent, whilst 10 per cent. work in leather, horn and bones, 
The important crops are juwar, wheat, gram, maize, cotton and poppy. 
Wells constitute the chief source of irrigation. The forests cover 
an area of 106 square miles, Tcak and ebony and some sandal- 
wood trees are found, The sandstone quarries produce excellent slabs of 
slones for building purposes. Al) over the State good cotton cloth is 
woven, but the best kinds are had only in Tonk and Sironj, Tell rugs 
and saddle-cloths are prepared in Tonk, and ordinary plated utensils in 
Nimbahera. There are six Imperial post offices and four telegraph olfices, 

The land tenures in the State are divided into four kinds, jaghir, ésti- 
mirari, muafi and khalsa. The estates coming under the first three of 
these (enures occupy an area of nearly 800 square miles, or 80 per cent, of 
the total area of the State. The members of the ruling family form the 
major portion of the jaghirdars, who, in some cases, pay a tribute of two 
annas and a half on every rupee they collect. Such of the jaghirdars as 
are not related to the Chief, pay a succession [ee called nazarana, None 
of them render any service; but, in times of necessily, they are expected 
to assist the Nawab, Istimirardars pay quit-rent and nazarana, and also 
render service. AMua/i lands are given away as a reward orin charity, and 
the holders give annually a fixed sum, known as salana, The Xbialsa is 
ryotwari ; the cultivator remits his kisl direct to the State, The revenue 
is collected in cash, 

The full titles of the Nawab are—-His Highness Amin-ud-daula 
Wazir-ul-mulk Sir Muhammad Ibrahim Ali Khan Bahadur, Saulat Jang, 
G. C. 1 E,, Nawab of Tonk, 


It may be hoped that under the present settled administration ‘fonk 
will become a progressive and flourishing State in the near future, 


HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAO RAJAH 
SIR RAGHUBIR SINGHJI BAHADUR, 
KOS1,GGQLE, GC VO, 
MAHARAO RAJAH OF BUNDI 


THE Bundi State, lying in the south-east of Rajputana, has an area of 
2,220 square miles. The country possesses certain remarkable physical 
features. It is traversed by a double row of hills passing from the south- 
west to the north-east and dividing the State into two equal portions 
which are inaccessible to each other, except at four places, The Chambal 
iuns along the whole of the southern and eastern boundaries of the 
State. Its tributary, the Mej, rising in Mewar and entering the Bundi 
State, hows through the barrier of hills, crossing it at its centre, and runs 
the remaining half of its course along the other side of the rocky barrier, 
thereby draining the noithern and southern portions of the State, The 
climate is fairly healthy, but fever and rheumatism prevail during and 
after the rains. The annual rainfall averages about twenty inches, 


The famous clan of Chauhan Rajputs is divided into various septs, of 
which the Hara sept claims as its head the Chief of Bundi, The Chauhan 
Rajputs, emigrating from Northern India, set up their rule at Sambhar and 
Ajmer, and subsequently acquired Delhi, In 1192 Mahomed Ghori defeat- 
ed and killed Prithvi Raj, the last of the Chauhan rulers of Delhi, In the 
tenth century one Lachhman Raj or Lakhan founded a kingdom at Nadol ; 
and after two hundred years, one of his descendants, Manik Rai If, migra- 
ted to the south-east of Mewar. The sixth in descent from Manik Rai I 
was Har Raj, from whom the sept derived its name Hara, and the country 
occupied by them was known as Haraoti, About 1342 Deoraj, the 
second clnef after Har Raj, founded the State of Bundi, 

During the whole of the fifteenth century Bundi was engaged in con- 
stant warfare with Mewar and with the Sultan of Mandu, who ruled in 
Malwa; but in all its vicissitudes it maintained its independence, In 1554 
Rao Surjun broke away from his vassalage to the Rana of Udaipur by 
handing over Ranthambhor to Akbar, though he held it on behalf of the 
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Rana; and thus the Haras began their alliance with the Mahomedan 
Emperors, In 1569 Akbar conferred upon the Chief the government of 
fifty-two districts including Benares, ihe command of a force of 2,000, and 
the title of Rao Rajah, The Haraoli was split up into two independent 
divisions, the Bundi and Kotah States, lo the early part of the seventecnth 
century, Rao Rajah Ralan Singh, a successor of Surjun, gave Kotah and its 
dependencies in jaghir to his son, Madho Singh, When Khurram revolted 
against his father, the Emperor Jahangir, the Chief of Bundi and his son 
helped the imperial army, In return for this service Macho Singh obtained 
Kotah as a crown grant from the Emperor, while the Rao Rajah of Bundi 
was rewarded with the addition of Burhanpur to his State, 

The Chiefs of Bundi took one side or the other in the struggle for em- 
pire, and gained or lost as their side triumphed or failed. Rajah Chhatarsal, 
the successor of Ratan Singh, who took the side of Dara against Aurang- 
zeb, was defeated and killed, In 1707 in the struggle for empire that 
followed the death of Aurangzeb, Rajah Budh Singh helped Shah Alam to 
the throne, for which he was rewarded with the title of Maharao Rajah. 
However, Budh Singh had to fight with Jaipur, in which he was over- 
thrown and driven into exile, where he died. With the assistance of 
Malhar Rao Holkar, his son, Umed Singh, recovered Bundi, but at the cost 
of the district of Patan, which he was obliged to hand over to Holkar, 
There is an old saying current in Rajput land that, “the Rao and the 
Rana could never mect at the ahatra or spring-hunt without death 
ensuing.” There were only (wo such unfortunate instances when the Rao 
and the Rana met. In 1581 Rao Suraj Mal and Rana Ratan Singh went 
out shooting and killed each other. In 1773 Ajit Singh, san of Umed 
Singh, killed Rana AriSingh while hunting, Bishan Singh succeeded Ajit 
Singh and, by helping Colonel Monson against Holkar, brought upon 
himself the bitter enmity of {he Mahrattas and the Pindaris, who fre 
quently attacked and plundered his State, and collected chauth from him, 

The ravages of the Mahrattas were brought to an end when Bundi 
concluded a treaty with the British in 1818, by which the State was taken 
under their suzerainty on payment ofa tribute, which now stands al 
Rs, 1,20,000 a year, Bishan Singh was succeeded by his son Ram Singh in 
1821. During the great Indian Mutiny, Ram Singh remained neutral, 
Throughout his long reign of sixty-eight years, he led the life of a conserva- 
tive and chivalrous Rajput prince. His upright conduct made him popular, 
and he died in 1889 greatly mourned by his subjects. 

His Highness the Maharao Rajah Ram Singh was succeeded by his 
son, Raghubhir Singh, who was born in 1868, In 1890 the young 
Maharao was invested with full administrative powers, During the fain 
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of 1899-1900 the Durbar relieved more than three million units on works, 
maintained over seven hundred thousands of people in poor houses, and 
spent nearly four lakhs of rupees, besides granting land revenue remis- 
sions to the same amount. 


At the Stale banquet held in November 1902, H. E. the Viceroy, Lord 
Curzon, said — 

_ Nearly eighty years ago, in 1828, Mr. John Adam, while officiating as 
Governor-General pending the arrival in India of Lord Amherst, paid a, visit 
to Bundi and was received with great honour by the then Maharao Rajah, as 
the repesentative of the British crown. Perhaps the fact which the Mahara 
has mentioned, namely, that the State is so far from the railway, is the real 
explanation why no Governor-General has been to Bundi since those days. 
It gives me much pleasute to be the first to break this long spell of absence 
and to see the Chief of this old-world and conservative State in the picturesque 
autroundings of his ancestral home, Even the most out-of-the-way places are 
now brought into contact with civilisation, and partsof India hitherto 
isolated and remote are being drawn together by forces which none can 
resist. For instance, the late famine in 1899-1900, which hit Bundi very hard, 
and for his services in connection with which I had the gratification of 
recommending the Maharao Rajah foraG,C, 1, E.in 1901, has taught the 
State the advantages of a railway, and His ‘Highness pointed out to me 
yesterday what he hopes will be the site of the Bundi station onthe future 
Baran-Marwar line, 


The first time His Highness went in for western medical help was 
when he was afflicted with a dangerous illness in the middle of 1911, 
This made quite a sensation in the State and provoked a great deal of 
public comment. 


His Highness the Maharao was made a K,C,S.I, in 1897, a K,C.LE. in 
1894, anda G.CLE, in 1901. On the 4th January 1912, His Majesty 
the King-Emperor was pleased to confer on His Highness the distinction 
of G. C, V. O, at the Royal Court held in Calcutta, The Maharao is en- 
titled to a salute of seventeen guns, 


On the 24th December 1911, Her Majesty the Queen-Empress 
attended by her suite, left Ajmer for Bundi, The Maharao met Her 
Majesty six miles tn advance of Bundi and attended on her to the 
Imperial Camp. The following morning he drove with Her Majesty's 
suite in attendance to the Fort and Palace and had the honour of conducts 
ing Her Majesty, Thence the Queen-Empress proceeded by motor-car 
ne attended by the Maharao to the Sar Baugh. Shikar Burj, and Phal 

aga 
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The population of the State is 218,730 scattered in about 819 towns 
and villages, ‘The people still live and move and have their being as in 
bygone centuries”, The marvel of Bundi is the Palace Fort which towers 
above the town, built up in a series of overhanging terraces against the 
face of a rock, The grim old walls of the fort and city are stil! intact, 
climbing up the side of a sleop and offen well-wooded gorge to the crest 
of a high range of hills, Four stately gateways, north and south, and east 
and west, pierce the crenellated walls above, which swround the city. 
Once inside the gate, there is no vestige of foreign influence of any sort, 

The administration is carried on by the Maharao Rajah witha Council 
of ive members. The State has civil and criminal jurisdiction. The 
Council is the highest court, and, when presided over by the Maharao 
Rajah, it can inflict the punishment of death, The Chehra Shahi 
rupee, which is the sole legal tender, exchanges for thirteen and a quarter 
British annas, The revenue of the State is nearly six lakhs, 

The Durbar maintains a regular army of 350 (100 cavalry, 200 
infantry, and 80 artillerymen) with 48 guns and 400 irregular infantry, 
Education is backward, the State possessing only two schools, a High 
school at the capitalanda vernacular school at Nacnwa, costing Rs, 3,000 
a year. 

The ruling house of Bundi has ever been Itnown for its loyalty and 
allegiance to the British Government which, in the words of ‘Tod, 
“may always reckon on its devotion—sirong hands and grateful hearts 
which will court death in our behalf with the same indomitable spirit 
that has been exemplified in days gone by.” 

Though highly conservative and full of old-world ideas, Bundi is a 
picturesque little State whose peaple lead a happy and contented life under 
the parental care of the Maharao Rajah. 


HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJAH 
SIR BHANWAR PAL DEO BAHADUR, G.C,1.E., 
MAHARAJAH OF KARAULI 


THE early history of the ruling family of Karaul is not avatlable as 
no written account has been preserved since the time of Maharajah Bijey 
Pal. Tradition has it that Yadu was the Rajah of Muttra and that Jindra 
Pal, one of his sons, transferred his capital to Biana (now in Bharatpur 
territory). He was succeeded by his son and grandson in their turn, and 
the latter builta massive and almost impregnable fort at Biana in 995 
A.D, In 1827 one of his successors, Maharajah Arjun Deo, obtained 
the Subahdarship of Nindar, Within the next twenty-one years the sur- 
rounding places came under his authority, and the twenty-four parganas of 
Sir Muttra became very populous, and the city of Karauli was founded 
in 1848. It is said that one day he was out shooting and, finding a 
lamb keeping a tiger (wolf) at bay, selected the site for his principality 
and called it after the local god Kalyanji, which has since been corrupted 
into Karauli, 

Passing over several generations, we come to Maharajah Gopal Das, 
who ruled from 1538 to 1569. He was sent by Akbar against Daud 
Khan to Daulatabad and, on returning successful, he was awarded Ranjit» 
nagarah (which is still at Karaul:) and the Killadarship of Ajmer. There 
is a tradition that, when Akbar put up the fort of Agra, its foundations were 
tepeatedly washed away by the waters of the Jamna until, at the 
Emperor's request, Gopal Das laid a new foundation, It was he that 
built the fort of Bahadurpur. Maharajah Dharam Pal, the sixth of the 
successors of Gopal Das, reduced to submission the turbulent Meenas and 
Gujars that lived in the vicinity of Karauli, and made Karauli his capital, 
He died in 1665, The present Ruling Chief is a descendant of Maharajah 
Dharam Pal, 


In 1724 Maharajah Gopal Singh ascended the gadi while yet a child, 
During his time, the masonry walt round the city, Gopal Mandir (Dewans 
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i-Am in 1748), the new temple of Kalyanji, and the temple dedicated to 
Madan Mohanji, were built, His sister was married to Maharajah Jai 
Singh of Jaipur, 

The Chiefs of Bharatpur are regarded as the scions of this family, be- 
ing descended from one of the brothers of Maharajah Dharam Pal; and 
hence the two families have generally been friendly, 

Maharajah Gopal Singh gave the parganas of Sir Muttra to Rajah 
Suraj Mal of Bharatpur as he was in alliance with him. He conquered 
the fort of Sabalgarh and carried his flag up to a few miles from Gwalior, 
and left the fort in charge of lma Muddin in recogniton of the bravery 
shown by him in the campaigns of Central India, Sheopur, Bijeypur, and 
Narwat were also 1n his possession, 

In 1753 he attended the Moghul Court and, for his bravery and good 
services, obtained the “ Mahi Morattb,’ the fish insignia, and a high 
place at the Moghul Court. The buildings of his time at Karauli remind 
us of the Mahomedan architecture of Delhi, A cenotaph of exquisite 
beauty was erected in, his memory. Even after his death, he was 
worshipped as a protector of the city, He died in 1757, 

Manik Pal was the sixth Maharajah who ruled from 1772 to 1804. 
He was succeeded by his younger brother, Harbaksh Pal, in 1804, who 
was one of the first class nobles of the Moghul Court, On the 9th 
November 1817, the first treaty with the British Government was conclu. 
ded, by which the State came under their protection, The Maharajah 
died in 1887, 

Maharajah Pratap Pal ruled from 1887 to 1850, He got his daughter 
married to the Chief of Kotah, His days were very miserable owing to 
local dissensions, which continued till the rule of his successor, Maharajah 
Narsingh Pal, when Lieutenant Monk Mason interfered and restored ordet 
with the help of an English force. 

Maharaja Madan Pal was a most farthful ally of the British, His loy- 
alty during the Mutiny of 1857, when gangs of robbers and mutineers cars 
tied devastationinto Rajputana and harassed other Chiefs, was remarkable. + 
The Mahatajah preserved peace and order in his own territory and re~ 
lieved the wants of others and thus did yeoman service at that critical 
juncture, On the 19th May 1857, His Honour Sir John Russell Colvin, the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Agra, requested the Chief to take precautionary 
measures against the movements of the rebels, The Maharajah forthwith 
senta detachment, 900 strong, to help the British in the Agra Fort and in 
this way displayed his zeal and devotion to their cause. 

The troops acquitted themselves well and established the reputation 
of the Rajput arms, The Karauli army humilinted the tenants of Farak 
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and Shamsabad of the Agra district, ancl the dues to the British Govern- 
ment were fully realised, As a reward for their good services, a promise 
of Rs, 25,000 per month to the State was made by the officers concerned 
on behalf of the British Government, The Governor-General appreciated 
the valuable assistance rendered by the Karauli Durbar, and gracefully 
recognised their services in a Kharita, dated 5ih June 1857. 


4 proclamation was made throughout the territory against harbour- 
ing, aiding, abetting, or, in any way, helping, directly or indirectly, any of 
the insurgents ; even conniving at their movements was rendered penal, 
The Lieutenant-Governor eulogised the Chief for his prompt action and 
foresight in a Kharita, dated 9th June 1857. Official intimation of all the 
measures adopted and steps taken to root out the rebellion was given to 
the Lieutenant-Governor, Members of the Sadr Board of Agra, the 
Agent to the Governor-General in Rajputana, Sir Henry Lawrence, 
Chief Commissioner of Oudh, and Captain Mason, Resident in Jodhpur, 
all of whom acknowledged the valuable services of the Karauli Durbar. 
The Lieutenant-Governor’s wishes, contained in a Kharita of the 20th 
June 1857, to stamp out the disloyal hordes passing through the territory 
and to conduct the faithful troops safely to their respective destinations, 
were carried out most faithfully, : 


A gang of rebels passed by Hindaun (Jaipur) on the borders 
of the Karauli territory, and the leader, Nawab Wazir Mahomed Khan, 
with a few horses, occupied the hills in those parts, He was, 
however, atlacked and killed by the Karauli troops and some forty of his 
followers were taken prisoners, His Honour the Licutenant-Governor 
who was duly informed of the result of the encounter, highly apprecia- 
ted the courage and success of the Karauli troops, The prisoners with 
their arms were then made over to the English. 

In the meantime the Kotah troops swerved from their loyalty and in- 
considerately murdered some British officers, and the opportune help ren- 
dered to the English by the Ixarauli Durbar at this time elicited the warm 
appreciation of the Lieutenant-Governor of Agra, The victors declined on 
moral grounds to accept anything in the shape of reward from the Chief 
of Kotah who was restored {0 his authority, The Karauli Chief showed his 
munificence by amply rewarding the services of his forces in cash and in 
kind, Thus the Maharajah’s yoluntary work of relief and his loyalty stand 
unparalleled and serve as an excellent example for others to copy. 


In June 1858, a band of mutineers coming from Kalpi carried fire 
and sword into Sindhia’s territory, and the English sent their forces to 
exterminate them. As only the Chambal river separates the two States of 
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Gwalior and Karauli, the Karauli Chief, with a prudent foresight, sent his 
brother with a detachment to guard the landing places on ihe Chamba, 
five in number, and would have proceeded further to help the British in 
the Gwalior terrilory, had not the Sadr Board assured him in their let 
fer, dated the 20th June 1858, that the steps taken already by the Karauli 
Durbar in guarding the fords against the runaways were all that was then 
needed, The renown thus achieved by Karauli during the Mutiny was 
very great, 

Further, a detachment was sent lo watch the movements of the in- 
_surgents that side, They had one evening touched the jungle near Gurda 
in the Karauli territory, but the vigilant eye of the outposts was upon them, 
and on the approach of the State forces they skulked away and, under 
cover of the darkness of the night, precipitately fled for their lives, 


In addition to this a small number of armed men were sent to pro- 
tect Seth Lakhmi Chand of Muttra against ihe depredation and plunder of 
the insurgents, and this object was Cully achieved, The Seth with his 
vast wealth made good his escape. On the 2nd December 1859, during 
the viceroyalty of Lord Canning, a robe of honour of the value of 
Rs, 20,000 was bestowed upon His Highness the Maharajah Madan Palji 
by the British Government, All ihe debts due from him to the Govern 
ment were remitted, anda salute of seventeen guns was permanently 
granted. The Governor-General in the open Durbar of 1859 publicly 
thanked the Maharajah in very warm terms, firstly, for his unflinching 
zeal and loyally towards the British Government throughout the time of 
the Mutiny ; secondly, for issuing a notification on his behalf throughout 
the Karauli territory enjoining on his subjects loyally to the British 
cause ; thirdly, for despatching forces into the British territory to restore 
peace and to strengthen the hands of the British Government; and 
lastly, for rendering assistance to the Maharao of Kotah al such a crisis, 
In 1862 a sanad guarantecing the privilege of adoption to the rulers 
ot this State was granted, 

In 1866 His Highness was invested with the insignia of G,C.S, L, 
when H, E, the Viceroy eulogised His Highness for his loyalty and fidelity 
during the Mutiny and said that in 1857 while the other Chiefs who were 
in duty bound to assist the British Government in every way lacked in 
their allegiance and failed in the performance of their lawful obligations 
and duties, Maharajah Madan Pal did not waver at all, but, with great al- 
acrity, took a leading part in subduing the rebels and co-operated heart 
and soul with the British forces, 

On Maharajah Madan Pal's death, Maharajah Lachhman Pal, the 
Rao of Haroti, succeeded but survived him only a few weeks, Then’ Maha- 
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rajah Jey Singh Pal and Maharajah Arjun Pal came in succession, and 
they were succeeded by the present Chief. Since the accession of Maha- 
rajah Lachhman Pal to the gadi, the Rao of Haroti is looked upon as the 
heir-apparent in case of failure of direct descent. 


His Highness the Maharajah Dhiraj Maharaj Sir Bhanwar Pal Deo 
Bahadur, Yadukul Chandra Bhal, G. C. 1, E., Maharajah of Karauli, was 
born on the 20th February 1864, and succeeded to the gadion the 14th 
August 1886. He was educated at the Mayo College, Ajmer, He knows 
English, Urdu and Sanskrit, the last of which he speaks very fluently, He 
is a good shot and has had many adventures and hair-breadth escapes as 2 
shikari, He has bagged already some two-hundred and fifty tigers. 
On the 1st January 1894, he was created a Knight Commander of the Most 
Eminent Order of the Indian Empire, and on the 22nd June 1897, a Knight 
Grand Commander of the Most Eminent Order of the Indian Empire, He 
is the head of all the Jadon Rajputs (the lunar dynasty) and is called 
Chandra- Banshi (in the line of the moon) to distinguish him from the 
descendants of Ram who are called Surj-Banshi (the children of 
the sun). He has constructed bridges over the rivers on the Hindaun Road 
the only road from Karauli to the nearest Railway Station, and built the 
tanks of Madanpur and Rundkapura at a cost of neatly a lakh of 
rupees, 

In the administration of the State the Maharajah is assisted by a 
Council of five members. His Highness is the President and exercises 
full powers, There are five Tahsils, and each of them js under a 
Tahsildar. ‘The immediate superior officer to a Tahsildar is a Revenue 
Officer or Deputy Collector. In the disposal of cases, the State courts 
generally follow the British laws, Some extra sections have been added 
to the Penal Code, declaring the killing of cows and peacocks to be 
offences. The Tahsildar is the lowest civil and criminal officer. He can 
dispose of civil suits up to Rs, 50, and, in criminal matters, can awarda 
month’s imprisonment and fine up to Rs. 20, or both. The Judicial 
Officer hears appeals against the decisions of the Tahsildar, enquires into 
civil disputes, and, in criminal cases, passes sentences up {o three years’ 
imprisonment and inflicts fines up to Rs. 500, He is further empowered 
to award thirty-six stripes, The Council is the highest tribunal; all 
appeals against the decision of the Judicial Officer are heard by it. 
Cases beyond his powers are triable only by the Council, and when the 
Maharajah’ presides over it, he can pass sentences of death, 

Dpring the famines of 1877-78, 1883-84, 1886-87 and 1896-98 
‘the State suffeted much, In 1897 great damage was done by locusts, and 
in the next year the aufumn crops were greatly destroyed by a pest knqwn 
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as kata. The Durbar relieved 268,000 units on works, and the total 
expenditure including loans and land revenue remissions and suspensions 


exceeded a lakh of rupees. 


The State maintains seven schuols, namely, a high school and a girls’ 
school at the capital, and primary schools at five important centres, 
Education is imparted free. The high school teaches up lo the Matricu- 
lation standard of the Allahabad University with an oriental department 
affiliated to the Punjaub University, There are five hospitals, two at the 
capital and three in the Districts. The Karauli town has a municipality, 


The Karauli State isin the east of Rajputana, with an area of 1,242 
square miles, and a population of 146, 558. About 94 per cent, are 
Hindus (mostly Vaishnavites), and more than § per cent, Mahomedans, 
The principal tribe is the Minas, next come the Chamars, and thirdly 
the Gujars. The riversin Karauli are the Chambal, the Banas, the Morel 
and the Panchnad, The climate is very healthy. The principal crops 
are bajra, gram, moth, wheat, barley, rice and jowar, ‘The soil is 
of two kinds: the first is of good quality while the second is hard 
and stony, The forest arca is about 200 square miles. Sandstone 
is abundant throughout the State, Other kinds of bluish and yellow 
stones are also found. Weaving and dyeing are done on agmall scale. 
The other manufactures are wooden lays, boxes and pewter and brass or« 
naments, Gunny-cloth, known as the fal, mace from saw-hemp grown 
near the capital, is exported on a large scale, 

The normal revenue of the State is over five lakhs and the normal 
expenditure about four lakhs, The British coin is the sole legal tender, 
Salt is not manufactured in the State, and no tax is levied on this com- 
modity, According to the agreement of 1882, the British Government 
pay the Maharajah a compensation of Rs, 5,000, and supply him with 
fifty maunds of Sambhar salt free of cost and duty, 

Since the time of the first treaty with the British Government in 1817 7 
the family has always been loyal and faithful to it, and there has not been 
a single instance in which the present Chief or his ancestors have evar 
deviated from their allegiance, The State pays no tributeto Government 
and enjoys privileges equally with all the neighbouring States, It main- 
tains a military force of 126 cavalry, 25 field artillery, 1,041 infantry and 
56 guns, The Maharajah is entitled to a salute of seventeen guns, 


For its long record of loyalty and good services the Karauli State 
holds a high place in the estimation of the Supreme Government, and, 
under its fostering guidance, its rulers are sure fo keep pace with the 
times and take it to prosperity and advancement. 


HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJAH 
SIR PRATAP SINGH BAHADUR, G.C.8.1,G. GLE, 
MAHARAJAH OF ORCHHA 


THE Orchha State is the most important of all the principalities in the 
Bundelkhand Palitical range of the Central India Agency, and covers 
an area of 2,080 square miles. The country, which is hilly and covered 
with jungles, forms part of the flat plain enclosed by the Betwa and the 
Dhasan rivers. There are many tanks and wells in the State, which 
go to irrigate the land, The average rainfall is about forty-five inches, 
The population of the State is 321,634, of whom the Hindus form about 95 
per cent, ‘The rest are Mahomedans, fains, and a small number of Ani 
mists, The common language spoken is Bundelkhandi. Nearly 80 per 
cent, of the people live by cultivation, though the soil is not very favourae 
ble to agriculture, The State owns only about 80 per cent. of the land, 
the rest being Jaghirs. Jowar, paddy, barley, gram, wheat and pulses are 
the principal crops. 

In the eleventh century the Bundelas, a branch of the Gaharwar 
Rajputs of Benares, succeeded as rulers of Orchha, and Hem Karan 
Bundela founded the present House of Orchha, Sohan Pal (1281-59) 
was the first Orchha Chief. During his time all connection with other 
Rajputs than those of Bundelkhand was given up, In the confusion 
caused by the Moghul invasions, Rudra Pratap (1501-31) extended his 
dominions as far as possible, In 1531 he made Orchha his capital, in place of 
Garh-Kundar, His successors were engaged in conflicts with the Moghuls, 
who conquered a portion of Orchha, Madhukar Shah, the Chief of Orehha, 
died in 1592, and his eight sons divided Orchha among themselves, 

Ram Shah (1592-1605) was given back the conquered dominions by 
Akbar, But he was helpless against his brothers, especially Bir Singh 
Dev, who was the ablest and most troublesome, Akbar asked Ram 
Shah to capture Bir Singh Dev and send him to the Moghul Court, and, 
when Ram Shah was unable to do this, ihe Emperor sent Daulat Khan to 
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bring him, Bir Singh was captured, but he, however, escaped, and his 
depredations increased. Matters, however, got too hot for him, and he 
wanted a patron at the Moghul Court, At this time Prince Salim feared— 
rightly lo some extent—that Abul Fazal had influenced Akbar against his 
succession. Bir Singh Dev ingratiated bimself in the favour of Prince 
Salim by undertaking and carrying out the murder of the great Abul Fazal 
when on his way from the Deccan to Delhi through the territories of 
Orchha. Akbar, furious with grief and rage, did his best to capture Bir 
Singh, who, however, aided by Salim, managed to escape, ; 
Akbar's death in 1605 put an end to the troubles of Bir Singh, He 
was richly rewarded by Jahangir for his past services. Ram Shah was 
deposed and Bir Singh placed on the gadi, As a great warrior he 
considerably extended the limits of his State. He increased the revenue, 
constructed several great architectural works, and spent lavishly on 
charities, In 1626 one of his sons, Bhagwan Rao, founded the Datia State, 
His son and successor, Jhujhar Singh (1627-84), got his name covered 
with infamy by committing fratricide, When he went to Delhi to pay his 
respects to the new Emperor, Shah Jahan, he entrusted the administration 
of his dominions to his brother, Hardaul, He received reports that his 
wife and Hardaul were on terms of criminal intimacy and returned at 
once, and commanded his innocent wife to administer poison to Har- 
daul, The wife had to obey the husband’s behest, however unreasonable 
or unjust, and as she took the poisoned meal to Hardaul, she burst inte 
tears and confessed everything to him, Hardaul quickly partook of the 
poisoned meal, repaired to a temple and expired praying, In the Bundel- 
khand villages, chabuiras (small platforms) are found where Hardani is 
worshipped. Shah Jahan was much put out at this crucl and unnatural 
act, and he punished Jhujhar Singh by depriving him of some of his 
possessions and compelling him to furnish military aid, In other ways 
also Jhujhar Singh and his son, Vikramajit, incurred the displeasure of 
the Moghul Court. An army was sent against them, and in the struggle 
both were killed, 
From 1687 to 1641, Orchha was without a responsible head, though 
> the Maharajah of Chanderi was the nominal ruler, All Bir Singh Dev’s 
possessions, except Chanderi and Datia, were annexed to the Empire, 
Disturbances arose in the State over the restoration of Prithwi Raj, a son 
of Jhujhar Singh, while the territories of Orchha were ravaged by the 
famous Champat Rai, whose descendants founded the Panna, Charkhari, 
Ajaigarh and other States, At last Shah Jahan placed Pahar Singh, 
brother of Jhujhar, on the throne, He ruled from 1641 to 1658, and, as 
a general under Shah Jahan, helped him in several expedilions,. His 
successor, Sujan Singh (1653-72), remained neutral during the fratricidal 
al 


162 THE RULING CHIEFS, NOBLES AND ZAMINDARS OF INDIA 


war that broke out on Shah Jahan’s death, The reign of Indramani 
(1672-75) was not marked by any event of importance. Yashwant Singh 
occupied the gadi from 1675 to 1684. Chhatarsal, son of Champat Rai, 
conquered and established the kingdom of Panna ai the expense of 
Orchha in 1675, The Mahiattas also made inroads into Northern India, 
Bhagwant Singh (1684-89) being a minar, the Maharani became regent, 
On his death she adopted Udot Singh, who reigned from 1689 to 1736, 
During his reign the Maharam: managed to keep out the Mahrattas by 
paying them subsidies, At this time Bundelkhand was broken up into 
four divisions : Orchha, Datia, Panna and Chanderi. 

Prithwi Singh (1786-52) succeeded Udot Singh. In 1742 the 
Maharajah yielded to the all-powerful Mahrattas, and ceded to them a 
large portion of his territories, Then came Sawant Singh who ruled 
from 1752 to 1765, At this time Ahmad Shah crushed the Moghu! Empire, 
In 1761 the Mahratta confederacy also was broken up in the third battle 
of Paniput, and in 1764 the battle of Buxar made the British the 
paramount power in India, Three chiefs had ruled over Orchha until 1776, 
but they were so powerless that they retained only Orchha town, and a 
small tract of land around it, Vikramajit (1776-1817) concluded a treaty 
with the British in 1812, by which he got himself rid of the Mahratta 
raid, After him Dharmpal and Tej Singh reigned successively. The 
latter leaving no issue, his Rani wanted to adopt a successor, Styan 
Singh put forth his claims as a cousin of the deceased, ‘he State 
was torn by the dissensions of these parties, until! Sujan Singh died by 
poison in 1854, The Maharani was allowed by the British Government 
to choose a successor, 

Maharajah Hamur Singh, the nominee of the Maharani, was a minor, 
While the administration of the State was still in the hands of the 
Maharani, the great Indian Mutiny broke out. She steadfastly adhered 
to the British Government, andthe European fugitives at Lalitpur found 
shelter at Orchha. The State army overran a great portion of Bundel- 
khand and besieged Jhansi itself, In recognition of these services 
the Government of India conferred on His Highness the Maharajah Hamir 
Singh a sanad of adoption and remitted the tribute of Rs, 3,000 paid to 
the Rajah of Jhansi and the istimirari revenue of Mohanpur village, 


: In 1874 the Maharajah was succeeded by his younger brother, 
Pratap Singh, the present Chief, then only twenty years old. During the 
first two,years the Maharajah was assisted in the administration of the 
State by a British officer, and ever since His Highness himself hag been 
carrying gn the administration, In 1884 the Durbar made over 
lands required! for the Jhansi-Manikpur Railway. In 1886 His Highness 
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received the hereditary distinction of Saramad-i-Rajaha-1-Bundelkhand 
and the tile of Sawai, The Maharajah attended the Delhi Durbar 
of 1908 with his eldest son, Rajah Bahadur Bhagwant Singh, and con- 
gratulated His Imperial Majesty in the following terms + 

Tam highly delighted in attending the grand assemblage to have the 
opportunity of expressing my sincere feelings of fidelity to the British Crown, 
and request Your Excellency to be good enough to submit my hearty con- 
gtatulations, fealty and devotion to His Most Gracious Majesty’s Coronation, 
and to assure His Most Gracious Majesty, on my behalf, that I and my 
house adhere, and will continue to adhere, most friendly to the Brilish Crown, 
with the same zeal, attachment and fealty imbibed by my old house since the 
very advent of British tule in India, and so will ever cemain deserving and 
thankful ‘for the Imperial favours, 

His Highness the Maharajah won (he distinction of G.C, LE in 1898 
and was made a G.C,5,{, in 1906. The ordinary salute to the Chief of 
Oxchha is fifteen guns, but since 1877 the Maharajah has enjoyed a 
personal salute of seventeen guns. His full titles are—His Highness Sara- 
mad-1-Rajaha-i-Bundelkhand Maharajah Mahendra Sawai Bahadur Maha- 
rajah Sir Pratap Singh Bahadur, G.C,S.1., G.C,1.E., Maharajah of Orchha, 


_ The State has a postal system of ifs own with an office at each police 
station. There are also British post offices at Tikamgarh, Baldeogarh and 
Jatara, and telegraph offices al the Orchha, Arjar and Tcharka railway 
stations, ‘Ihe State is divided into five parganas, each in charge of a 
Tahsilcar who exercises the powers of a Magistrate and a Revenue Collec. 
tor. The Maharajah has a minister, styled the Madar-ul-Muham, The 
Chief ts the final referee in all matters, and he alone can pass sen(ences of 
death, Caste disputes are referred to Panchayats. The normal revenue 
of the State is seven lakhs of rupees. Gold, silver and copper coins are 
struck at the mint in Tikamgarh. ‘The rupee in currency is known as 
Gajja Shahi. The army of the State consists of 250 cavalry, 1,000 
infantry and 100 gunners with 90 serviccable guns, ‘Ihe irregulars mostly 
police of the State with 150 regular constables and 402 chaukidars, The 
Durbar maintains a High School at Tikamgarh and some educational 
institutions in villages, 

- Tikamgarh is the present capital of the State, ‘Till 1887 the principal 
town was known as Tehri, but in order to avoid confusion with Teri 
(Garhwal) in the United Provinces, Tikamgarh was officially announced 
as the capital of the Orchha State, where the Maharajah resides. 

This ancient little Rajput State has (hus passed through many strug+ 
gles and has survived them all. Protected by the Paramount Power and 
endowed with all modern equipments, it has, it may safely be predicted, 
4 progressive and prosperous future before it, 


MAJOR-GENERAL HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJAH 
SIR PERTAB SINGH BAHADUR, 
GOS, GCV.0, K.C.B, LL D., OF IDAR, 
MAHARAJAH-REGENT OF JODHPUR 


THE mostimportant principality in the Mahikantha Agency of Bombay 
is the picturesque State of Idar, which covers an area of 1,669 square 
miles. Its green hills, well-wooded and traversing ihe greater part of the 
country, present a beautiful appearance after the rains, Several rivers 
flow through it, adding very much to the pleasing effect of the scenery. 
The climate is subject to extremes of heat and cold. ‘ 

This idyllic little State has passed through the hands of various rulers, 
The present Chiefs of Idar are Rajputs of the famous Rathor clan, and 
of the Joda family, of which the head is the Maharajah of Jodhpur, ft is 
on record that the Ghalot Bhils occupied the Idar State till the end of the 
tenth century. Subsequently for a period of 200 years, the country was 
inthe hands of Paramara Rajputs, The last of them, named Amar 
Singh, resigned the State to his servant, Hathi Sord, a Koli, On his death, 
he was succeeded by his son, Samalio Sord, His misrule and tyranny 
drove the ministers to the necessity of calling in the help of Rao Sonang 
of Sametra, the ancestor of the Raos of Pol, Rao Sonang defeated and 
killed Samalio Sord, and seized the territory, 

About twelve successors of Rao Sonang had ruled over Idar when it 
came under the occupation of the Moghul Emperors. When the 
hold of the Moghul Empire over the Deccan became almost noininal 
after the death of Aurangzeb, Raos Anand Singh and Rai Singh, two 
brothers of the Rajah of Jodhpur, easily overthrew the Moghul Deputy, 
and took possession of the tract, The Mahrattas who, under the Peshwa, 
were then successfully engaged in plunder and conquest, seized Idar, and 
placed it in charge of a Military Commander, Anand Singh was 
Killed in a fight with the Mabrattas about 1758, and his brother, Rai 
Singh, in the absence of the Malratta Commander, collected a force, and 
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recovered pussession of Idar. Shiv Singh, son of Anand Singh, succeeded 
to the gadi, bul being a minor, Rai Singh, his uncle, acted as regent until 
his death in 1766. 

During the cegime of Shiv Singh, the territories of Idar were con« 
quered and divided equally belween the Peshwa and the Gackwar. The 
Peshwa ceded his acquisition (o the British, while the Gackwar, leaving it 
in the hands of the Chiefs of Idar, contented himself with the exaction of 
a yearly tribute which is stil! paid by them, In 1791 Bhawan Singh, the 
eldest son of Shiv Singh, succecded to the gadi, but died a few days later, 
leaving a son, Gambhir Singh, then only ten years old, Taking advan- 
tage of hig minority, (he other sons of Shiv Singh caused distarbances in 
the State, and succeeded in acquiring slices of Idar, (hough only tempora- 
rily. For by the end of 1848, [dar again regained its old slate by the 
partitioners dying issueless, 


Maharajah Gambhir Singh was succeeded by his son, Jawan Singh, 
His Highness served on the Legislative Council of Bombay, and was 
made a K,C.S, Lin recognition of his services and loyally. He died 
in 1868, leaving the gadi to Maharajah Kesri Singh, His Highness ruled 
over the State wisely {ill 1902, when he died, leaving one of his Ranis 
pregnant. The expected child turned out to be a son, who, however, lived 
only for a short time after his birth, The vacancy thus created was filled 
up by the Government of India choosing ‘ Maharajah Pertab Singh as the 
successor, and a more popular or happier choice could never have been 
made, 


Since the advent of the British rule in India, no other Chief has 
joomed so large in the eyes of the European officers as the Maharajah of 
Idar. Sir Pertab Singh, by his striking personality, chivalrous manners, 
war-like qualities and wise statesmanship, has won the appreciation and 
friendship of every one that came in contact with him. His Highness, 
a Rathor Rajput of the Solar Race, said to be descended from the 
second son of Rama, was born in 1845, and is the younger brother 
of the late Maharajah Jaswant Singh of Jodhpur, His father, Maharajah 
Takht Singh, who belonged to the Ahmednagar branch of the Chiefs 
of Idar, died in 1878. Young Pertab acquired early a unique train- 
ing in the arts of peace and war which well fitted him for his 
distinguished future career, As the younger son ofa ruling family, he 
was freeto utilise his remarkable talents for the service of those who 
required them, The neighbouring chiefs were closely connected with 
him, and he first learnt the art of administration under his brother-in-law, 
Majarajah Sir Ram Singh of Jaipur, who was reputed (o have been a wise 
and noble ruler, In 1878 he was offered the office of Prime Minister 
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of his own State, Jodhpur, which he accepted, His sagacious rule and 
military talents soon altiacted the attention of the Government of [ndlia, 
who enlisted hus services on the Mission sent {o Kabul under General Sir 
Neville Chamberlain, The Government, in recognition of his services, 
madehimaC.§, Landa K.C.S. 1. in 1885. Si Pertab Singh attended the 
Jubilee of Queen Victoria in 1887 as a representative of his brother, Sir 
Jaswant Singh, Chief of Jodhpur. The Queen-Empress was on that oc- 
casion so highly pleased with the bearing and worth of Sir Pertab that she 
conferred on him the title of Maharajah Dhiraj, His late Majesty King 
Edward VII appointed him as his A.-D.-C, He also received the honorary 
commission of a Lieutenani-Colonelship in the British Army, 

In 1895 the Government of India appointed the Maharajah Sir Pertab 
Singh, Regent of Jodhpur, as his nephew, the Ruler of thal State, was a 
minor. Sir Pertab Singh was present in Loncon on the occasion of the 
Diamond Jubilee of Her late Majesty, when he obtained the distinction of 
G, C, S, I, The University of Cambridge also conferred on him the degree 
of Doctor of Laws. 

In 1897 his military instincts made him join General Ellis’s staff in 
the Mohmand expedition, and in the Tirah campaign under Sir William 
Lockhart. In the latter expedition, though wounded, he concealed the fact 
until it was discovered by the General some days after, On the 9th 
December 1899, in recognition of his services, His Majesly conferred 
on the Maharajah the Order of the Bath and also the commission of a 
Colonelship. H, E, Lord Curzon invested His Highness with the insignia 
of C, B, at an evening party in the Viceregal Camp at Agra, and 
spoke of Sir Pertab as follows :— 

The Cross of the Bath, as we all know, is an order ancient in origin, 
illustrious in character, conferred by the Sovereign for eminent service in 
the civil branches of her administration or upon the field. She has given 
it to the Maharajah for services rendered by him in the Mohmand expedition 
of 1897, when he served asan extra Aide-de-Camp upon the staff of Major. 
General Ellis, The Maharajah cheerfully and courageously bore his share 
in the hatdsbips of that campaign, and he hereby set an excellent exaniple to 
every class of Her Majesty’s subjects, Ata later date, in the Tirah campaign, 
under our present Commander-in-Chief, Sir William Lockhart, he rendered 
similarly excellent service. He was wounded in one of the engagements that 
then took place, and he was rewarded fot his services by being promoted to 
an Honorary Colonelcy in the ranks of the British army. Nor ‘have I by any 
means éxhiausted in this short record the catalogue of the services of the 
Maharajah. He has been a firm and loyal friend of the British Government, 
and has gained fonour in peace as well asin war, We know that for many 
years as brother of the,late Maharajah, and as uncle of the present ruler, he has 
played a great part'in-thé administration of his State of Jodhpur, We know 
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that to him in the main we owe the raising and the equipment of the two 
aplendid Regiments of Jodhpur Imperial Service Cavalry, His Royal High- 
ness the Prince of Wales included him in the 1anks of hig Aides-de-Camp and 
the Maharajah appeared as a conspicuous and chivalrous figure in the 
Jubilee of Her Majesty the Queen, 

This, Ladies and Gentlemen, is the striking personality whom I have invited 
you here to honour this evening—a gallant Rajput nobleman, a brave warrior, 
a genuine sportsman, a true gentleman, a loyal and devoted subject of Her 
Majesty the Queen, Long may he live to wear the decoration which 1 am now 
about to pin upon his breast; and may the younger men of India, the Princes 
and Chiefs, and Nobles of his country, imitate his manly inspiring example. 

Again, with his Jodhpur Lancers he took part in the China war, 
where also he covered himself with glory. In 1901 he won the distine- 
tion of K.C.B., and in 1902 he was present in London and attended His 
Jate Majesty the King-Emperor’s Coronation, when the Maharajah was 
made His Majesty's A.-D.-C, He was also appointed Honorary Comman- 
dant of the Indian Imperial Cadet Corps, and Commanding Officer of the 
Imperial Service Contingent. When His Imperial Majesty toured round 
India and Burma as Prince of Wales in 1905-06, His Highness was 
attached to His Majesty asan A.D.-C, At the last Delhi Darbar His 
Ithperial Majesty conferred on His Highness the distinction of G.C. V. 0. 

The full titles of the Maharajah are—Major-General His Highness 
the Maharajah Dhiraj Sir Pertab Singh Bahadur, G.GS.L, G, C.V,0., 
KCB, LL.D, of Idar, AeDeC, to HLM, the King-Emperor, and 
Maharajah-Regent of Jodhpur. He is entitled to a salute of Seventeen guns, 

The Durbar has an annual revenue of six lakhs, of which a lakh and a 
half goes to the feudal Chiefs, who had once nobly worked for the stability 
of the State, The Maharajah exercises first class jurisdiction, with the 
power to inflict the punishment of death, There are several civil and 
criminal courts, with a police of over gix hundred, of whom a 
hundred are mounted. ‘The Durbar maintains more than fifty educational 
institutions at an annual cost of about Rs, 12,000, The Bhils have a 
prejudice against education, but, as in the case of many other com. 
munities in India, time is sure to overcome it, 

Onthe death of the M aharajah of Jodhpur in March 1911, Sir Pertab 
Singh was once again called to administer that important State in Raj- 
putana, and Idar was left in the hands of his son, Maharajah Daulat Singh, 
who bids fair to prove himself the worthy son of his great father, 14 isa 
piece of good fortune that Idar should have enjoyed the privilege of having 
such a chivalrous and high-minded ruler as Sir Pertab Singh ; for hig 
name and fame should ever be an inspiring example {o all his successors, 
The State will before long take 2 prominent place amongst the advanced 
Feudatory States of India, 


HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJAH SAWAI 
SIR JAI SINGH BAHADUR, K.C,S, 1, KC, 1. E,, 
MAHARAJAH OF ALWAR 


Tue Alwar State in Rajputana rose from small beginnings in the 
eighteenth century, and has now an area of 3,141 square miles, T he 
country is hilly, and traversed by two rivers, The Sabi flows only during 
the rains, and the Laswari, sunning partly in Alwar and partly in Bharat- 
pur, has always been a bone of contention between the two States. The 
climate is dry and healthy, and the rainfall averages about twenty-two 
inches, 

The Alwar Chiefs are Rajputs of the Lalawat clan of the Kachvaha 
tribe, to which class also belongs the Maharajah of Jaipur. Pratap Singh, 
the founder of Alwar, who was horn in 1740, wasa descendant of Bar 
Singh, the son of Udai Karan, who had ruled over Jaipur in the latter half 
of the fourteenth century. He possessed at first only {wo villages, After 
passing through several vicissitudes, he succeeded before his death in esta- 
bhshing his sway over seven districts and over parts of two other districts, 
He achieved this by a series of encroachments on the neighbouring 
States of Jaipur and Bharatpur, Emperor Shah Alam II also obtained 
the help of Pratap Singh, in recognition of which he conferred upon him 
the title of Rao Rajah, and asanad authorizing him to hold his estate 
direct from the Crown, Rao Rajah Bakhtawar Singh, who succeeded 
Pratap Singh in 1791, still further extended and consolidated the State by 
judiciously allying himself with the English. In 1803 he entered into a 
treaty acknowledging the suzerainty of the British Government who, on 
their part, granted him certain districts in return for the military services 
rendered during the Mahratta war (1803). Someof these districts were 
exchanged for others in the British dominions in 1805, and since then the 
limits of Alwar have not changed, 


When Bakhtawar died in 1815 without an heir, a struggle arose 
about the succession. He had intended to adopt Banni Singh, a nephew, 
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but died before the completion of the ceremonies; and so Banni Singh dis- 
puted the gadi with Balwant Singh, an illegitimate gon of the late raler, The 
Supreme Government patched up a settlement, by which Banni Singh 
retained the title, and Balwant Singh became the chief, This arrangement 
did not satisfy either party, and the strife lasted for ien years, In 
1824 Banni Singh succeeded by taking Balwant Singh prisoner, and 
thus putan end to the struggle, Banni Singh proved himselfa very 
capable ruler, His subjects were, as an old saying puts it, “ singularly 
savage and brutal robbers by profession, never to be reformed or 
subdned.” By adopting stringent measures, he made them give up their 
lawless habits and sctile down to comparative order and peace. He 
introduced several reforms in the administration with the help of some 
Mahomedans brought from Delhi, whom he appointed as his Ministeis, 
He was intensely loyal, and evinced his devotion to the British cause by 
despatching before his death a small force tohelp the garrison at Agra 
during the great Indian Mutiny of 1857. 


The State of Alwar, after Banni Singh’s death, went through stormy 
times owing to the incapacity of his successors who were minors, Sheo- 
dan Singh, the son and successor of Banni Singh, was only twelve years 
oldat the time of his father's death. In 1888 the Rajputs revolied as Sheo- 
dan Singh had fallen completely under the influence of his father’s Maho» 
medan Ministers from Delhi, The Supreme Government interfered and 
entrusted the administration of the State to a Council of Regency under 
the supervision of a Political Agent. In 1863 Sheodan Singh was installed 
on the gadi. Great troubles arose in connection with his accession; becanse 
he would uoi give up his old Mahomedan Ministers, nor did he rule the 
country properly, The Rajputs rebelled again in 1870, This time the Rajah 
was deposed, and a Council was created, which ruled over the State under 
the direction of the Political Agent, 

In 1874 Rajah Sheodan Singh died without issue, and he failed to exer 
cise the powers of adoption conferred upon him, The British Govern- 
ment confiscated the State, and generously refraining from exercising their 
prerogative, called upon the twelve Narukha Rajput families to elect a 
successor, who chose Thakur Mangal Singh of Thana, The Government 
approved of the choice, and Maharajah Mangal Singh was invested with 
full powers in 1877, He studied at the Mayo College, Ajmer. He took an 
active part in the administration of the Stale, He reformed the currency 
by having the Alwar silver coins struck at the Calcutta Mint, He adopted 
relief measures during the famine of 1877-78. In 1887 His Highness gave 
a liberal donation of Rs. 50,000 ta the Lady Dufferin Fund, and laid the 


foundation for a hospital for women. Aga mark of his devotion and loyal: 
‘38 
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ty to the British Throne, the Maharajah formed aregiment of cavalry and 
another of infantry in the interests of Imperial defence. In recognition of 
his ability and services, Her late Majesty was pleased {to confer upon 
His Highness in 1986 the title of G.C.S,L, and in 1889 the hereditary 
distinction of Maharajah, ‘The Chief is entitled to a salute of fifteen guns, 


On the death of His Highness the Maharajah Sir Mangal Singh in 1892, 
his young son, Maharajah Jai Singh, the present iuler, succecded, but 
was invested with full administrative powers only in 19038, H, E, Lord 
Curzon, on the solemn occasion of the installation of the Prince, spoke 


\ 


as follows:— 

Maharajah, you have completed your twenty-first year, I think it much 
better that a young Chief should not be installed too soon. To take a mere 
hoy and trust him with ruling powers is often not fair either upon him or upon 
the State; and many of the mistakes of the past have been due in my judg- 
ment to the premature removal of all discipline and restraint from weak dia- 
position of il!-balanced minds. The Government of India must of course judge 
each case on its own merits as it qrises ; but the tests which it must require to 
be satisfied in each case are the same, namely, that the young Chief has 
received the education and the training, and that he possesses the character, 
that will qualify him to rule over men ; and that the interests of his State and 
people will not be imperiled or sacrificed by his elevation, 

It is because the Government of India believe this definition to be satisfied 
in your case that I am here, Maharajah, to instal you to-day. You have had a 
good education ; you have passed through a period of restraint and discipline ; 
you have attained to the years of maturity ; and I believe you to be inspired by 
a true and sincere desire to deserve wel! of your State and your people, 

A Rajput Prince who falls away from the ideals of his house and clan is 
committing a worse offence than a smaller man, because he is castinga atain 
upon that which we are fond of regarding as the mirror of chivalry and high 
breeding. But a Rajput Prince who is noble in character and blameless in 
deeds is adding something of his own account to the ancestral and famous 
reputation of his race, 

The Maharajah of Alwar is a very keen sportsman, On the 9th January 
1903, after the Delhi Durbar, His Highness took an active part in the 
Alwar Polo Team which finally won the Viceroy’s international cup over 
the Jodhpur Team. The Maharajah obtained the distinctions of K, C. 8, I, 
in 1909, and K. C, I. E. at the Delhi Durbar of 1911, 
friends to dinner at the Hotel Cecil on the 14th June 1912, in celebration 
of His Majesty the King-Emperor’s birthday, Among those present 
were the Earl and Countess of Minto, Lord Tweedmouth, and the Maha« 
rajahs of Kapurthala, Jhalawar and Nawanagar, On the 29th idem, in 
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honour of his birthday, His Highness gave his friends a dinner 
in London, The prominent of those present were ihe Maharajahs of 
Kapurthala, Jhalawar, and Dholpur, the Tarl and Countess of Minto, 
Lord Tweedmouth, the Thakore Sahib of Limbdi, the Raj Kumar Sardar 
Singh, besides the personal staff of the Maharajah of Alwar. His Highness 
also attended a garden party given by His Majesty the King-Emperor on 
the 18th July 1912. 


The State has a population of nearly 900,000 living in 1,762 towns 
and villages. Fine marble stone is quarried in several places, Agriculture, 
weaving, dyeing and work in stones form the principal industries, 


The administration of the State is carried on by the Chief assisted by 
a Council of three members, Thore are civil and criminal courts in the 
land, The highest court is the Council, which, when presided over by 
the Maharajah, can inflict capital punishment, 


The Durbar maintains an Imperial Service Regiment of 600 cavalry 
and 1000 infantry besides irregulars, with 272 serviceable guns, ‘The 
infantry fought creditably in China (1900-01). The State has a police 
force of 942 of all ranks, ‘The capital has a central jail, while there are 
local jails at the district headquarters, There are 82 indigenous and 103 
State educational institutions, The capital possesses a State High Schvol, 
a Nobles! School, and a Mission School, where English is taught, The 
expenditure on education is nearly Rs, 50,000 a year, The normal 
revenuc amounis to thirly-lwo lakhs, and the expenditure comes almost 
to the same amount. 


The important buildings within te Alwar cily are the palace built by 
Maharao Rajah Banni Singh, the cenotaph of Maharao Rajah Bakhtawar 
Singh, whith is considered a splendid sample of the foliated or segmental 
arch style, an old tomb erected about 1393 in memory of Tarang Sullan, 
several old mosques with inscriptions, and the Lady Dufferin hospital for 
women, To the north-west of the city there isa fort, whose ramparts 
extend along the hill-top and across the valley for about two miles, 
Outside the city are the Banni Bilas palace and gardens, another ucw 
palace, known as the Lansdowne Kothi, the public gardens, the lines of 
the Imperial Service Regiment, the cotton press and the ginning factory, 
the central jail, and {he large {omb near the railway station, 


The Slate is ina flourishing condition under the present Ruler who 
is poptlar, Education and industries are making fair progress, His 
Highness’s able administration and personal virtues are sure to win the 
recognition of the Supreme Government. ’ 


‘ 


HIS HIGHNESS THE MIR 
IMAM BAKSH KHAN BAHADUR,G.C.1.E,, 
MIR OF KHAIRPUR 

Tue Khairpur State is situated in the district of Sind, Bombay, and 
has an area of 6,050 square miles, The alluvial plains watered by the 
Indus system and the narrow belt of land irrigated by the Eastern Nara, 
both comprising a fourth of the total area of the Stale, are fertile ; while 
the remaining portion is a barren waste. The climate is subject lo 
exiremes of heat and cold, ‘he rainfallis scanty. The population of 
the State, numbering 223,822, according to the census of 1911, is spread 
over one town and one hundred and filty-three villages, The languages 
spoken are Sindi, Persian, Siraiki, and Beluchi, 

The Kalhora dynasty, which ruled over Sind, became extinct in 1783, 
It was succeeded by the Talpur dynasty, of which the first ruler was Mir 
Fateh Ali Khan Talpur. Some years later, his nephew Mir Sohrab Khan 
founded the Khairpur State, At first it included only the town of Khair- 
pur, and a small tract of land around it. But the Mir enlarged it consider- 
ably. In 18141 he abdicated in favour of his son Mir Rustuin, In 1813 
the Mir of Sind, taking advantage of’the confusion in Afghanistan con- 
sequent on the overthrow of the ruling dynasty, stopped the payment of 
tribute to Kabul and thus became independent. 

In 1832 the Mir entered into a treaty with the British, by which they 
acknowledged his status, Later on Mir Ali Murad, who had gradually 
superseded his brother, Mir Ali Rustum, assisted the English in their 
expedition against Kabul. This assistance was well rewarded in due 
course ; for, in the confusion of 1843 in Sind, Khairpur alone was permit 
ted to retain its autonomy. During the Mutiny, the Mir remained Joyal 
to the British, In 1866 he was granted a sanad by the Supreme Govern- 
menf, recognising succession in the family according lo Mahomedan law 
in the nbsence of natural heirs, Ali Murad died in 1894, He was succeeded 
by his son, Mir Faiz Muhammad Khan, on whom the Government con 
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ferred the title of G.C.LE. His Highness Mir Imambuksh Khan, the present 
ruler, who succeeded his father on the 6th March 1909, takes an active part 
in the administration of the State, in which he is ably assisted by 
his Minisler. He has three sons, all of whom were educated in 
the Aitchison Chiefs’ College, Lahore. The Mir takes a keen interest 
in education. He gives an annual donation of Rs, 12,000 to the 
College in Sind and another of Rs, 6,000 lo the M, A, O, College, Aligarh, 
His Highness contributed a lakh of rupees to the Mahomedan University 
scheme and another lakh for the purpose of erecting astatue of King Edward 
Vil at Karachi, The State pays no tribute and gels a normal revenue 
of a little over seventeen lakhs, The Prince enjoys a personal salute of 
seventeen guns, though the Mir of Khairpur is entitled ordinarily to 
fifteen guns only, 

Great improvements have been effected in the administration of the 
State in recent years, The State is divided into five taluks, each under a 
Mukhtiarkar, These are under the supervision of the sub-divisional officers, 
called Naib-Wazirs, who again are subject to the control of the Wazir, 
Criminal powers are also exercised by these ollicers, and an appeal lies to 
the Mir, who alone can inflict capital punishment, Civil cases are decided 
largely by punchayats, After the advent of the present ruler, new canals 
have been constructed and old ones improved, and consequently culliva- 
tion has been greatly extended, Advances are made to agriculturisis, 

The chief manufactures are cotton aud silk fabrics, silversware of 
different kinds, lacquered woodwork, boots, shoes, horse-lrappings, 
swords, match-locks and earthen pottery. In the industrial school at 
Khairpur, carpets are woven, The revenue is collected in kind, the Mir 
receiving a third of the produce, 

The police force numbers 265 men of all ranks, and there are two 
jails, The Durbar maintains an infantry battalion, artillery, and 176 
cavalry for Imperial service purposes, besides a camel and baggage corps 
consisting of 40 mounted escort, 40 riding camels, 90 transport men 
and 240 iransport camels, 

Education is rapidly spreading, With a view to encourage higher 
education His Highness has recently endowed Rs, 60,000, for the insti- 
tution of a few scholarships for promising Mahomedan students from 
Sind, varying in valuc from Rs, 240 to Rs, 800 per annum. There are 
about ninety-eight schools in the State, of which one is industrial, teach- 
ing carpentry, smithy, ombroidery, and carpel-making, ‘There is a hos« 
pital for women at Khairpur, besidos two veterinary hospitals. 

Under its present enlightened Ruler the State is already on the road 
{o progress and its fulure is sure to be one of prosperity and advancement. 


HIS HIGHNESS THE RAJAH 
SIR UDAJI RAO PUAR SAHIB BAHADUR, KC, S. 1, 
RAJAH OF DHAR 


‘Tus Mahratta State of Dhar is one of the eleven principalities of the 
Central India Agency in direct treaty relationship with the British Govern- 
ment in the Bhopawar Political charge and stands sixth in Central India in 
the order of precedence, The Vindhya Range traverses the State almost 
through the centre dividing it into two distinct portions characterized by 
differences of soil and products, The country lying above the Vindhya 
is called Malwa, while that below is known as Nimar, 


The State has an area of 1,775 square miles anda population of 
154,070 giving a mean density of 86 persons per square mile. There 
are 75°58 percent. Hindus, 14°75 per ceni, Animists, and 7°86 per cent. 
Mahomedans, while the remainder is made up of a miscellaneous group. 


The gross revenue of the State is eleven lakhs, The State does nol pay 
tribute to the British Government or to any other Stale; on the other 
hand, it receives tribute from its feudatories numbering twenty-lwo, 
thirteen of whom are guaranteed Thakurs and Bhumias, and the remaining 
nine are unguaranteed Thakurs, The Ali Rajpur State also pays to the 
Dhar Durbar a tribute called the Ali Mohan Tanka. It was originally 
divided into nine parganas or districts, viz, Dhar, Badnawar, Nalcha, 
Dharamputi, Kuksi, Thikci Nimanpur, Mandu and Sundarsi, Three of these 
districts having been amalgamated with the adjoining main parganas, they 
have now been reduced to six. The territory is watered by the Narbada, 
the Chambal, the Man, the Karam and the Bagri rivers, The agricultural 
products are wheat, rice, gram, juar, maize, cotton, opium, sugar-cane, 
tobacco, linseed and turmeric, The mean annual rainfall is thirty inches, 
and the climate is healthy. Its jungles abound in wild animals, such as 
tigers, bears, panthers, deer, sambhar, chitahs, and wild dogs, 


The State takes its name from the chief town Dhar, onc of the most 
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ancient and famous towns in India, The name is supposed to be derived 
from Dharanagari, or “ the City of sword-blades,” possibly refers ing to its 
acquisition by conquest. 

Dhar ig thirty-three miles from the nearest Railway Station, Mhow, 
on the B, B. & C, I. Railway, and is 1,872 feet above the sea-level. The 
State abounds in numerous monumental records af bygone greatness and 
possesses architectural and archeological treasures, among which the 
old Fart of Mandoo stands foremost, In the capital itself there are many re- 
mains both of the Mahomedan and eatlier Hindu periods, while several 
ancient records of the greatest interest have been discovered among them. 
The fort, built of red stones, is situated ontside the town on an eminence 
of forty feet above the plain; the Lat Masjid and the Kamal Maula or 
Bhoja Rajah’s School, are among the places of interest generally visited 
by antiquarians. 

The Chiefs of Dhar are Puar Mahrattas, and are descended from the 
famous Paramaras, who had ruled in Malwa fromthe filth to the thirteenth 
century with their capitals at Ujjain and Dhar, The dynasty rose into 
prominence during the reigns of the semi-mythological heroes and kings, 
Munja and Bhoja, the latler of whom is said to have transferred his 
capital from Ujjain to Dhar, making it renowned in India asa seat of 
learning and scholarship by patronising such eminent literary men and 
poets like the great Kalidas and others, It was from the time of Bhoja that 
dame Fortune is said to have frowned on the dynasty 5 and Bhoja suffer. 
ing reverses at the harids of the Chedi Kings of Gujarath, the Puars were 
driven into the Deccan, and their kingdom began to decline, It 
was then absorbed into the Delhi Empire, and Malwa became a province 
of it in the fourteenth century. Dilavarkhan Ghori, the first of its 
governors, built a mosque for his followers with the materials of the demo- 

‘lished Hindu temples, and established his capital at Mandoo, The Rajput 
Puars, who had been driven into the Deccan and absorbed into the popu« 
lation, rose again into prominence in later centuries by supplying 
distinguished generals to Shivaji and his warlike successors, In the reign 
of Shahu and the Peshwaship of Balaji Vishwanath, the two Puar brothers, 
Raluji and Sambhaji, went on a conquering expedition to Malwa, and 
their sons succeeded in establishing the principalities of Dewas and Dhar, 
Tukoji and Jivaji, the two sons of Kaluji, established themselves in the 
two branches of Dewas, while the haughty and war-like Udaji, the 
son of Sambhaji, conquered Dhar. Anand Rao I, his younger brother, 
however, is regarded as the founder of the present principality of Dhar, 
as he was the first to obtain the sanad from the Poshwa Raji Rao I and 
to realise the tributes from the Rajput Chiefs, He was succeeded by his son, 
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Yeshwant Rao Puar, at the age of twenty-five, He was killed at the battle 
of Panipat and was succeeded by his minor son, Khande Rao, In 1774 
Khande Rao espoused the cause of Raghoba Peshwa, and gave shelter to his 
wife, Anandi Bai, in the Dhar Fort, where the Peshwa Baji Rao JI was born, 

Khande Rao died in 1780, and, after six months, a posthumous child 
was born, who succeeded him as Anand Rao II, A period of misfortune 
then followed, and Dhar was stibjected to a continued spoliation at the 
hands of Sindhia and Holkar, Jt was saved from utter ruin by the 
courage and skill of the heroic Maina Bai, wife of Anand Rao HI, and 
adoptive mother of Ramachandra Rao Puar, who entered into a 
treaty with the British in 1819, and thereby secured their protection 
and the restoration of the lost territories to Dhar. Ramachandra Rao 
died in 1833, and his wife, Annapurna Bai, adopted Malhar Rao, a son of 
Yeshwant Rao of Malthan, He made many improvements by introducing 
a systematic stirvey and settlement and a number of cconomic reforms, 
He was famous for his piety, generosity and love of learning, He died 
in 1857, and his half-brother succeeded him as Anand Rao III. As he was 
a boy of tender age, he was quite unable to cope with the torrent of 
mutiny and dissatisfaction which then spread over the whole country, 
The Bilaities and Makranies raised the standard of revolt and held the ‘fort 
for sometime, till it was taken by the Mhow column under General 
Stewart on the 25th October 1857, This mutinous spirit on the part of the 
State troops led to the confiscation of the State on the 19th January 1858, 
but it was again restored to the Chief on the Ist May 1860, with 
the exception of the Bersia pargana, The State continued under British 
supervision till the Ist October 1864, when the Rajah was invested with 
ruling powers, During his time many administrative reforms ware intro- 
duced, and the revenue of the State rose from five to nine lakhs, His loyalty 
was recognised in 1862 by the grant of a sanad guaranteeing him the right 
of adoption ; and on the grand occasion of the Delhi Assemblage in 1877, 
he was conferred the title of Maharajah as a personal distinction, and was 
created a Knight Commander of the Most Exalted Order of the Star 
of India. Six years later he was again decorated with the Com- 
panionship of the Order of the Indian Empire, In 1886 the British 
Government recognised the jurisdiction of the Dhar Durbar over the 
guaranteed Thakurs and Bhumias, and in the next year all the transit 
duties in the State were abolished, 

His Highness the Maharajah Sir Anand Rao Puar, K,C.S.1., C,LE., was 
the originator of the present system of education in Dhar and the founder 
of the charitable Hospital, He diedon the 15th July 1896, after a prolonged 
illness of over seven years mourned alike by his subjects and by his numee 
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tous European and Indian friends, He wasa good administrator, kind 
and considerate to his subjects, and, at all times, willing to contribute 
liberally to works of charity. His loving subjects used to speak of him, 
“ He was short in stature but large of heart.” 

He was succeeded by his nephew, Bhagooji Rao Puar, son of his 
half-brother, Sambhaji Rao, otherwise known as Aba Sahib Puar, The late 
Maharajah had brought him up in his early days with a view to adopt him, 
and took him in adoption one year previous to his death under the name 
of Udaji Rao Puar. 

His Highness the Rajah Sic Udaji Rao Puar Sahib Bahadur is the 
present Chief, He was born on the 30th September 1886, and, after his 
succession, he was sent to {he Daly College, Indore, where he studied till 
August 1903, Then arrangements were made for his education and train 
ing at Dhar under a European tutor, Mr, F, D, H. Joy, assisted by an 
Indian guardian, Mr. Joy continued as his tutor for three years, and on 
his transfer to the Daly College, Indore, His Highness was given practical 
training in administration under the supervision of Lt. Colonel F, G, 
Beville, C.1.E., the Political Agent, under whose direction the Stale was 
then administered by a Superintendent. Lt, Colonel Beville, who was 
well known for his vast experience and great tact, trained the Chief in the 
different branches of administration, The young Prince soon showed a 
great aptitude and capacity for work, and, within a short period of two 
years, learnt all the intricacies of administration, He was invested with 
ruling powers on the 6th December 1907, by the Hon'ble Lt. Colonel Sir 
Hugh Daly, K.C.S,1L, GLE, the then Agent to the Governor-General in 
Central India, at agrand Durbar atlonded by the Sirdars, Officials, 
Jagirdars, Feudatories of the State, and numerous illustrious guests, both 
Enropean and Indian, In the meantime negotialions were completed 
with the Savantvadi State for His Highness’s marriage with the eldest 
Rajkumari, and the marriage ceremonies were performed amidst great 
rejoicings at Dhar on the 25th December 1907, when Sir Desai Sahib with 
his family and numerous other guests graced (he occasion with their 
presence, Two days after, the second Rajkumari of Savantvadi was 
married to His Highness’s younger half-brother, Shrimant Seturam Sahib 

+ Puar, 

His Highness’s talented Dewan, Mr, ‘T’, Chajuram, has, by his faithful 
services to the State, fully justified his selection, and is of immense help 
to His Highness in carrying out the various administrative improvements, 
In recognition of his faithful and valuable services to the State, the Govern- 
ment of India conferred on him the title of Diwan Bahadur al the Delhi 
Durbar of 1911, 
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Since His Highness assumed the reins of Government, the Stale has 
been showmga marked and steady progress in every branch of the 
administration. Its finances have improved, the cundition of its ryots has 
been ameliorated by the completion of the Settlement, its relation with its 
fendatories placed on a firmer footing, and the education of ils masses 
specially attended to. {n oder to give a due share to the Nobility of ihe 
State in the Government and with a view to prepare them for greater 
responsibility, an Advisory Council has been formed, composed of Feuda- 
tories, Sirdars, and Officers of the State, : 


According to the terms of the treaty of 1819, the Rajah has control 
over all civil, judicial and other administrative matters, ‘Thiiteen of the 
twenty-two feudatories hold their estates under a guarantee from the 
British Government; but, nevertheless, the civil and criminal jurisdiction 
is vested in the Dhar Durbar, The British coin is the legal tender 
throughout the Slate. The army of the State (regulars) consists of 53 
cavalry, 200 infantry and 19 aitillery with 5 guns, There are also 245 
inegulars assisting in police work, The police numbers 317 of all ranks, 
The State maintains fifly educational institutions, There are thirteen 
hospitals and dispensaries, 


Invited by the Government of India, His Highness attended the Delhi 
Durbar in 1908 and was awarded the Coronation Gola Medal. Ne also 
attended the Durbar held by His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales at 
Indore in 1905. He isa memberof the Managing Committee uf the Daly 
College as well as of that of the King Edward Hospital, Indore, and was 
specially nominated by His Excellency Lord Minto, asa member of the 
Mayo College Managing Committee at Ajmer, At the Delhi Durbar of 
1911, His Imperial Majesty conferred on His Highness the distinction of 
K.C,S. I. The Chief is entitled to a salute of fifteen guns, 


His Highness has three danghteis ; the eldest being Raj-Kumari 
Shrimati Sushila Rajah Sahiba, the secund, Shrimati Sarla Rajah Sahiba, 
and the youngest, Shiimali Kamla Rajah Sahiba, 


Of an amiable and generous disposition, His Highness is very hospi« 


table, and a liberal contributor to all works of improvement and charity, « 


He 1s an able administrator, an enthusiastic sportsman, a keen shikari, an 
excellent rider, and a great lover of horses. He isa bright young Solon of 
the ancient Puar Family, and has always maintained the traditional loyally 
of the house, Under the able and sympathetie rule of His Highness, the 
State has no doubt an excellent progressive future before it, which : will 
remind people of the ancient days of Bhoja and Kalidas, 


HiS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJ RANA 
SHRI UDAI BHAN SINGH BAHADUR 
MAHARAJ RANA OF DHOLPUR 


Tur Dholpur State is situated in Rajputana and occupies an area of 
1,155 square miles, The country is fat in the north, but is traversed by hills 
ia the other parts, which are mostly destituic of vegetation. The Chambal 
runs through the entire length of the southern and eastern boundaries of 
Dholpur, dividing it from Gwalior, The land alongside of the, Chambal 
is broken up into mountain ravines about a hundred feet deep, 
There are sixteen places at which the river is crossed, but the principal 
ford is at Rajghat, near the capital, where the British Government main. 
tains a ferry, the net income from which is divided oqually between the 
States of Dholpur and Gwalior. The Banganga with its tributaries drains 
the northern and western portions of the State, ‘The climate is generally 
healthy, and the rainfall averages about twenty-five inches, 


The early history of Dholpuris shrouded in obscurity, ‘The Tonwar 
Rajputs, who reigned at Delhi from about 792 to 1164 A, D,, are said to 
have held the iract, while the western portion was certainly at one time 
under the occupation of the Jadon Rajputs of Karauli, The country. was 
in a very unsettled state from the time of the overthrow of the Kanauj 
Kings by Muhammad Ghori in 1194 to that of Baber’s invasion in 
1526, A Rajah of Dholpur in 1487 waited upon Sultan Bahlol Lodi, and 
secured his friendship with some gold. In 1500 Rajah Manik Deo was 
attacked by Sikandar Lodi, and the fort of Dholpur itself was taken, 
The fort was restored to his successor, Rajah Vinayak Deo, only for a 
short time ; for in 1504 it was placed under a Mahomedan officer, 

In Jater years the State of Dholpur was destined to pass through | the 
hands of various rulers, until it finally came into the possession of the family 
of its present rulers in 1806, On Baber’s success at the battle of Khanun 
(1527), Dholpur, after a short resistance, came under the sway, of the 
Moghul Emperors at Delhi, ‘During Akbar’s regime, it formed part 
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of ihe Subah of Agra, the Imperial Governors residing for a consider 
able period at Dholpur, Near it were fought the battles that 
decided the struggles for the Moghul Throne subsequent to the deaths 
of Shah Jahan and Aurangzeb, Taking advantage of the disturbances 
that followed the latter struggle, Rajah Kalyan Singh Bhadauria (from the 
Etawah District of the United Provinces) conquered Dholpur, and ulti- 
mately established himself there, His successors were undisturbed till 1761, 
when the Jat Rajah, Suraj Mal of Bharatpur, obtained possession of the 
State. He did not continue to rule long ; for in 1775 Mirza Najaf Khan 
took it from him along with the other possessions of Bharatpur. When 
the Mirza died in 1782, it fell into the hands of Sindhia, At the beginning 
of the Mahratla war in 1803, it was overrun by the British, who, however, 
restored it to Sindnia according to the provisions of the Treaty of Sirji 
Anyangaon, In 1805 it was again acquired by the Brilish under fresh 
arrangements with Sindhia, In the next year they made a grant of it along 
with the Districts of Bari and Rajakhera, and the Taluk of Sir Muttra lo 
Maharaj Rana Kirat Singh in exchange for his territory of Gohad, which 
was handed over to Sindhia. Thus during a period of forty-five years 
Dholpur was tossed about among the Mahomedans, the Mahrattas and the 
British, changing masters no fewer than five times, until it finally came 
into the possession of the present ruling house, 


The Chiefs of Dholpur are Jats of the Bamraolia clan, The first 
Maharaj Rana, Kirat Singh, died in 1836, and was succeeded by his 
son, Bhagwant Singh, Heremained staunch to the British during 
the Mutiny, and tendered active military service, In recognition of 
his loyalty dnd good service, the Government of India conferred on him 
the title of K.C,SI. In 1869 he was made a G.C.S.1. In 1878 he died, 
and was succeeded by Maharaj Rana Nihal Singh, grandson of Bhagwant 
Singh, Her Majesty was pleased to confer upon, His Highness the: 
distinction of an Honorary Majorship in the Central India Horse, .and 
also the Order of the Companion of the Bath. The Rana received ihe 
ftontier medal for services rendered in the Tirah campaign, .He died 
in 1901 and was succeeded by his eldest son, Ram Singh, His 
Highness the Maharaj Rana Ram Singh was born in 1883, He studied at 
the Mayo College, Ajmer, and afterwards became a member of the Imperial 
Cadet Corps. He was invested with full powers in 1905 on attaining 
his majority, He was an Honorary Captain in the Brilish army, and won 
the distinction of K.C.LE., in 1909. He married a daughter of the Maha- 
tajah of Nabha ; and as he died childless in 1911, he was succeeded by his 
younger brother, Maharaj Rana Udai Bhan Singh, His Highness, who is 
about twenty years old, is undergoing a course of training al the Qadet 
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Corps, the administration of the Slate being in the hands of a Superinten- 
dent aided by a Council of two members, 

The population of Dholpur is 268,576 square miles, scattered over 
about 543 towns and villages, The chief occupation of the people is agri- 
culture, Bajra, moth, jowar, cotton, wheal, gram and barley are generally 
cultivated. Irrigation is done mainly fiom wells, An important irigation 
work, named Ram Sagar, after Maharaj Rana Ram Singh, has cost the 
Durbar two and a half lakhs of rupees. Red sandstone is quarried, and is 
used for building purposes, 

Tahsildars, Nazims, and Judicial Officers administer civil and criminal 
justice. The Court, known as Ijlas Khas, is the highest tribunal in the 
State, It hears appeals against the orders of the Judicial Officer, and 
disposes of cases beyond his powers, The military force consists of 
188 cavalry, 994 infantry, and 39 artillery with 17 serviceable guns, The 
police has on iis rolls 770 men of all ranks, ‘he State maintains about 
ten educational institutions, There are three dispensaries and one 
hospital, 

The State encourages horse or pony breeding ona large scalé, At the 
headquarters of each tahsil stallions are maintained, and at the annual 
Sarad fair, prizes are given for the best locally-bred animals, The 
normal revenue of the Siate is about ten lakhs, The British rupee is the 
sole legal tender, In the jail at Dholpur cotton carpets, rope, matting, 
&c., are manufactured, The Sarad fair is held annually in October for 
fifteen days, where a large traffic in merchandise, cattle and horses is 
carried on, The land revenue is paid in coin, The Statcis divided into 
five tahsils, namely Gird, Bari, Baseri, Kolari and Rajakhera, and the 
estate of Sir Muttra, There are only three towns—Dholpur, Bari, and 
Rajakhera, His Highness is entitled to a salute of fifteen guns, 

The full titles of the Maharaj-Rana are—~His Highness Rais-ud-daula 
Sipahdar-ul-Mulk, Maharaj Adhiraj Sri Sawai Maharaj Rana Udai Bhan 
Singh, Lokindar Bahadur, Diler Jang, Jai Deo. i 

Besides the Imperial post offices, the Durbar maintains a stalf of run- 
ners for carrying official correspondence belween the capital and the 
headquarters of the various districts. During the famine of 1877 the 
Durbar abolished customs duties on food grains, threw open its grass 
preserves, remitted land revenue, and started relief works and kitchens, 

The present Rana is young and active and has mordern ideas of pro- 
gress, During, his role the State stands every chance of being prosperous 
and contented, 


His HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJAH LOKENDRA 
GOVIND SINGH BAHADUR 
MAHARAJAH OF DATIA 

Daria is a treaty State in Central India under the Bundelkhand Agency 
and covers an area of 911 square miles, The country forms part of the 
flat plain enclosed by the Betwa and the Sind rivers and abounds in 
jungles of scanty growth. The nature of the soil is rocky. The mahua tree 
which is found in a few places is very valuable, its flowers being used as 
food, and for the extraction of liquor, The climate is subject to extremes 
of temperature, and the rainfall is about forty inches, 

The ruling family of Datia has sprung from the house of Orchha, 
which is the head of the Bundela Rajput clan, In 1626 the famous 
Chief of Orchha, Bir Singh Dev, granted Datia in jaghir to his son, 
Bhagwan Rao, during whose regime this jaghiv was considerably added to 
by conquests and by the grants got from the Moghul Emperors for services 
rendered, He died in 1656, and was succeeded by his son, Subha Karan, 
who distinguished himself by serving Shah Jahan in his expeditions 1o 
Balkh and Badakshan (1646-53), In the fratricidal war that followed 
the death of Shah Jahan, Subha Karan joined Aurangzeb and won the 
favour of the future Emperor. He died in 1683. After four Chiefs had 
ruled over the State, a dispute arose about the succession, which was 
referred to Rajah Udot Singh of Orchha as the head of the Bundela Rajput 
house. He decided in favour of Rajah Indrajit, and also helped him to 
secure the gadi, The Mahrattas had come to power by this time, and con- 
stantly ravaged the State till the difficulty was brought to an end by a treaty 
between the British and the Chief of Datia, Rajah» Parichhat Singh, 
in 1804. In return for the assistance rendered {o the British in subduing 
Bundelkhand, he obtained certain districts from them. In 1826 the Chief, 
being without issue, adopted, as his successor, Bijai Bahadur Singh, who 
was not connected with the ruling family, The Thakurs of Baroni, who 
were the direct descendants of Bhagwan Rao, were enraged at this passing 
over of their families in the choice of a boy for adoption and picked a 
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quarrel with him, The Supreme Government intervened and npheld 
the adoplion. Rajah Bijai Bahadur Singh succeeded in 1839, and died 
in 1857 without issue. 

Maharajah Bhawani Singh was adopted as his successor from the 
Bhasnai family, whose members are descended from Har Singh Deo, a 
brother of Rajah Bir Singh Deo of Orchha, He was a minor at the time 
of his accession, and the State was administered by the senior Rani as 
Regent. On her death the junior Rani became Regent, Her espousal of 
the claims of Arjun Singh, a natural son of Bijai Singh, brought on a civil 
war inthe land, which was suppressed by the British troops, Arjun 
Singh was banished to Benares, and the Rani was placed in confine- 
ment at Datia, The Thakurs of Baroni again rebelled in 1861, putting 
forth their claims, The relations between the Thakurs and the Maharajah 
became strained ; butin 1882, the British Government decided that the 
Thakurs of Baroni were the holders of an independent grant of jaghir from 
the Moghul Emperors, though politically subordinate to the Maharajah, 


In 1862 the Chief was granted asanad of adoption by the British 
Government, The title of Maharajah was declared hereditary in 1865 and 
that of Lokendra in 1877, The Maharajah resigned his rights over the salt 
manufacture in return for an annual grant of Rs, 10,000. The lands 
necessary for the Betwa canal were ceded in 1882, and those for the 
Midland Railway in 1884, The currency was reformed in 1903 by the 
adoption of the British rupeeas the sole legal tender, The Maharajah won 
the distinction of K.C.S\L in 1896, The Chief of Datia is generally entitled 
to a salute of fifteen guns, ‘It was increased to seventeen in 1900 as a 
mark of personal distinction in the case of this Ruler. His Highness the 
Maharajah Lokendra Sir Bhawani Singh Bahadur I.C,S,L, died in 1907, 
when his son, Govind Singh, born in 1885, succeeded him, 


His Highness the Maharajah Lokendra’ Govind Singh Bahadur 
knows English, Sanskrit and Persian, After his accession to the gadi, he 
brought about many salutary reforms, the most prominent of them being 
the increase of salaries to the State officials, large remissions of revenue 
in many cases of over-taxation, and the payment of rents in cash instead 
of in kind, The relief measures adopted by him daring the famine of 
1907-08 were greatly appreciated by the Government of India, 

The population of the State numbers about 200,000, of which 
the Hindus form 95 per cent, and the Mahomedans 4 per cent, 
The principal castes are Brahmins, Chamars and Rajputs (including 
Bundela and other Thakurs), The people support thamselves by agri- 
culture, and by general labour, The principal language spoken is 
Bundelkhandi, Irvigation is carried on from tanks, The so-called forgat 
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in the State is merely a scrub jungle with a certain amount of grass land 
used for grazing purposes. Formerly the revenue was collected four 
times a year after valuing the standing crop, bat now it is collected in 
cash in two instalments, Farmers, known as Mahate, are in possession 
of most of the villages, and pay the revenue assessed and sub-let the lands 
to cultivators, The farmers collect rents in kind. Jowar, wheat, cotton, 
pulses and poppy are raised. The Great Indian Peninsular Railway passes 
through the State with stations at Datia and Sonagir. The Durbar 
maintains a State postal system with its own stamps, with the Imperial 
posta} system also working alongside of it. 

The State contains three towns, Datia, Seondha and Nadigaon 
and 455 villages. ‘The town of Datia is built on a series of low 
hills, on one of which is the beautiful palace of Bir Singh Deo, its 
high and massive pile looking down on the houses below, The 
palace which is square in shape is one of the finest specimens 
of Hindu architecture. The palace of Rajah Subha Karan, to the 


east of the town, on an elevated site, isa decent building,‘ At Datia’ 


there ate many substantial stone-built houses belonging chiefly 
to the Sardars of the State. Nadigaon is an old town, which has 
lost its importance on account of its isolation from roads and railways, 
The pargana of Nadigaon is held from Sindhia, and ihe Durbar pays him 
Rs, 9,500 annually, through the British Government, In the town are 
located a school and a State post office, Seondha was a place of historical 
importance in the fifteenth century. It has a school and a cambined 
British and State post office, On the Sonagir Hill in the State, a hundred 
ancient Jain temples are still preserved. The hill, when seen froma 
distance, presents a picturesque appearance, 

The Maharajah is the sole revenue and judicial administrator of the 
State. He has a Dewan to-assist him, Civil cases are decided by means of 
punchayats, The gross revenue of the State amounts to ten lakhs, of 
which six lakhs are from the assignment of land to Jaghirdars, 


The Durbar maintains an army of 800 infantry, 71 cavalry, and 165 
artillery, with 48 serviceable guns, The regular police is small in number, 
and the village watch is done by the village officers and Chaukidars; 
who are drawn from the Khangar tribe, There are two Jails in the State, 
Datia has a High School, besides thirty other schools. The State also 


maintains a hospital at Datia, and a dispensary at Seondha, 
Blessed-with a young, energetic and enlightened Chief » the State may 
well look forwatd to a prosperous future, 
Sores 


re a 
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HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJAH 
SIR MADAN SINGH BAHADUR, K.CS.L, KCL, 
MAHARAJAH OF KISHANGARH 


KISHANGARI! is a State in the centre of Rajputana, covering an area of 
858 square miles with a population of 87,093, of whom 87 per cent, 
are Hindus, and the rest Mahomedans and Jains, The major portion 
of the Hindus are Vaishnavites, and the religious head of a sect of Vaish. 
navites, known as Nimbarak Sampradaya, has his headquarters at Sali- 
mabad, The Jats are most numerous, then come Mahajans, Brahmins, 
Gujars and Rajputs, The province consists of two narrow strips of 
land, The larger of these tracts in the northern portion is, on the whale, 
sandy, and three ranges of hills traverse it ; and the southern portion is 
flat and fertile, The Rupnagar, the Mashi and the Dain are the chief 
rivers in the State. 

The Chicfs of Kishangarh, who claim descent from Rajah UdaiSingh 
of Jodhpur, are Rajputs of the Rathor clan, Rajah Udai Singh had two 
sons ; and the younger of them, Kishan Singh, left his land of nativity in 
1596, owing to a misunderstanding with his elder brother, Sur Singh, the 
then Ruling Chief, and betook himself to Ajmer, He had an audience with 
Akbar, who granted him the District of Hindaun, now a part of Jaipur ; 
and subsequently he received another grant of Setholao and other districts 
for the part he had taken in getting back the imperial treasure stolen 
away by the Mers, It was in 1611 that he established the town of Kishan- 
garh near Setholao, now in ruins, and from that time the State 
has been known by ils present name. During the time of Akbar, 
Kishan Singh was addressed as Rajah, but it 1s on record that Jahangir 
conferred on him the distinction of Maharajah, He died in 1615, and 
the Chief, who ruled from 1644 to 1658, was one of the favourites of the 
Emperor, Shah Jahan, in whose behalf he fought many battles and won 
many victories, In the wars against Afghanistan, he rendered useful service 
on three oocasions, for which he obtained the command of 5000 and 
some estates, besides the fort and district of Mandalgarh, now in Udaipur. 

2 ‘ 
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During the reign of the thirteenth Chief, Kalyan Singh (1792-1832), 
Kishangarh came under British protection, The relations between him and 
his nobles became strained, in consequence of which he repaired to 
Delhi and stayed there long, enjoying the kindness shown to him by 
the titular Emperor. The infernal condition of the Province became in, 
tolerable, and the British Government called upon Kalyan Singh to return 
to Kishangarh immediately and to resume charge of the chiefship, As 
it was not possible for him to rule over the State, he desired the East 
India Company to take it on lease, but they refused to do so, In 1882 he 
resigned his powers in favour of his son, Mokham Singh, who was suc- 
ceeded in 1840 by his adopted son, Prithwi Singh. In 1867 the British 
Government granted an annual compensation of Rs. 20,000 on account 
of the introduction of the railway. In 1877 his salute of guns was raised to 
seventeen asa mark of personal honour, and in 1879 another annual 
compensation of Rs, 25,000 was granted in return for the monopoly of 
manufacturing salt, He abolished customs-duties of all kinds, save 
those on spirits, opium, and intoxicating drugs, His Highness the 
Maharajah Prithwi Singh died in 1879, when his efdest son, Sardul Singh, 
ascended the gadi, His administration was very good, and he introduced 
many salutary reforms and brought the State to a prosperous condi 
tion, In recognition of his efficient management of the principality, the 
Government of India conferred on him the title of G.C, 1. E, He died 
in 1900, when his only son, the present ruler, succeeded him. 


His Highness the Maharajah Madan Singh was born in 1884, He 
was invested with full administrative powers in 1905, afler he had served 
as an officer in the Imperial Cadet Coips. He was made a K,C,LE. in 
1908 anda K.C.SJ, atthe Delhi Durbar of 1911, with the honorary 
rank of Major in the British Army. He is entitled to a salute of 
fifteen guns, 

The Maharajah carries on the administration of the State with a 
Council of two members, the senior of whom is the Dewan, Tho Revenue 
Comunissioner is in charge of the Kishangarh District ; and in each district 
there are several Tahsildars and Naib-Tahsildars, who attend to the 
revenue work, The State has its own codes and enactments framed on 
the lines of those obtaining in the British territory, The Council is 
the highest court in the State, and the Maharajah alone can pass senten- 
“ ces of death. The revenue of the State is about five lakhs, The Durbar 
has its own coinage, The State rupee is now equivalent to eleven annas 
of the British coin, 

The majority of the population are agriculturists, In places where 
the soil is sandy and the rainfall scanty, the principal crop? are bajra 
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jowar, mung and moth, In the interior of the State where the rainfall is 
very heavy, maize and ¢i are grown, while the spring crop comprises barley, 
wheal, gram and cotton, Irrigation is carried on from wells and tanks. 
The language generally spoken by the people is a kind of Dhundari, 
and in the north there are many who speak Marwari. 

Garnets can be had on atarge scale, The Silora slone quarries 
produce excellent slabs for roofing and Mooring, There are white marble 
quarries at Tonkra, a pink variety al Narwar, and a black one at 
Jhak., A black mineral paint was discovered in 1886, 

Since 1755-56 there have been sercs of famines, On all such 
occasions, the relief measures adopted by the Durbar were highly prais- 
ed for their effective and economical nature, When there was a 
famine ten years ago, a million units were saved ata cost of over a lakh 
of rupees. 

The Rajputana-Malwa railway passes through the northern portion 
of the State from south-west io north-east, its length within the tertitory 
being about thirteen miles, with one station at the capital, « 

The army consists of 220 regulars (#4 cavalry and 186 infantry) and 
1739 irregulais (886 cavalry and 903 infantry), The Jaghirdars are 
responsible for the irregular cavalry. There are 65 guns and 38 artillery- 
men, The police has a strength of 511 men of all ranks, including 
187 Rajput sepoys from the irregular infantry and 91 village chaukidars, 
There are five jails, 

Seventecn of the thirly educational institutions in the Stale are main« 
tained by the Durbar, At the capital there is the Maharajah’s High School, 
One hospital and three dispensaries provide the necessary medical aid, 
The State has ils own postal system and postage stamps, and maintains 
thirteen post offices and ten runners over a length of sixty-five miles, 
There are also three combined Imperial post and telegraph offices and 
one ordinary post office, 

The town and fort of Kishangarh, as they are situated on the banks 
of a lake, form a picturesque scene, The chief industries are 
weaving, dyeing, the cutting of precious stones, and the manufacture of 
drinking vessels and betel-nut boxes from khas-khas grass. The capital 
has also a municipality. The climate in general is dry and healthy, 
although malaria prevails in October and November. 

The full titles of the Maharajah are :—~Major His Highness Umdai 
Rajahi Buland Makan Maharajah Dhiraj Sir Madan Singh Bahadur, 
KGS, KCLE, 

Kishangarh is one of the many States in Northern India ruled by young 
and energetic Chiefs specially trained for administrative work yp and it is sure 
to thrive well, 


HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJAH 
SIR KESRI SINGH BAHADUR, K.C.S.1., G.C.LE,, 
MAHARAJAH OF SIROHI 

StROHI is a Native State in the south-west of Rajputana, and its 
Chiefs claim descent from Lachhman Raj, the Ruler of Nandolin the 
Jodhpur State, about the end of the tenth century." They are Deora 
Rajputs, named after one ot their great Chiefs, Deoraj. They are an 
off-shoot of the renowned Chauhan clan, from whom sprang Prithwi Raj, 
the last of the Hindu rulers of Delhi, About two hundred years later, the 
Chauhans who had been driven from their home proceeded (o the west, 
settled down at Bhinmal and Sanchor (now in the Jodhpur State), and 
captured the fort of Jalor from the Paramara Rajputs. Then the province, 

* now called Sirohi, was in the possession of the Paramaras, with Chandra- 
vatias their capital. The Deoras captured Chandravati after repeated fight- 
ing, About the beginning of the fourteenth century, the Deoras massacr- 
ed by a stratagem a great portion of the Paramaras and seized Mount Abu 
where they had taken refuge, {t would appear that Rao Sobha was the 
founder of the old town of Sirohi in 1405, but his song established the 
present capital in 1425, 

Rao Surthan, the Chief of Sirohi, who was a contemporary of Akbar 
and Jahangir, asserted his independence and declined to be a vassal of the 
Moghul Emperots although their army had defeated him on several occa- 
sions, All through the eighteenth century, Sirohi underwent great diffi. 
culties on account of its constant wars with Jodhpur, and the repeated de- 
predations of the Mina tribes. In 1808 Maharajah Man Singh of Jodhpur 
‘seized Rao Udaibhan on his way back from the banks of the Ganges after 
performing his father’s funeral rites, and compelled him to pay a ransom 
of five lakhs, To make up this sum, he was forced to oppress his sub- 
jects, when they and the nobles joined together and deposed and 
imprisoned him, They unanimously selected his brother, Sheo Singh, to 
rule over the State, The Ruler of Jodhpur despatched an army to liberate 
Udaibham, but without success, In 1817 Sheo Singh applied to the 
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British for protection, Just then, the Jodhpur Durbar put forth their : 
claims for supremacy over Sirohi, The British Government held a 
thorough enquiry and refused to recognise the claim of the Jodhpur Chief. 
In Seplember 1823, a treaty was concluded between the Chief of 
Sirohi and the British Government, and a Political Agent was appointed, 
All the turbulent elements such as the Minas and the Thakurs who had 
disturbed the progress of the State, were put down, and an organised sys- 
tem of government was introduced, When everything assumed its 
normal condition and order was thoroughly restored, the Political Agent 
was recalled in 1832. According to the conditions of the treaty, Sheo 
Singh was treated as a Regent, but on the death of Udaibhan in 1847, 
he was recognised as the Ruling Chief, His valuable services during the 
Mutiny of 1857 pleased the Supreme Government so much that they 
reduced to one-half the tribute of Rs, 15,000 payable by him ; and in 
1868 it was pul down at Rs, 6,88]-4-0 (British coinage), Sheo Singh 
passed away in 1862, and his son, Umed Singh, succeeded him, ‘The 
famine of 1868-69, the disturbance caused by the Thakur of Bhatana, 
and the predatory incursions of the Bhils, brought much misery 
to the State, In 1870 the Political charge of the State was transferred 
to the Commandant of the Erinpura Invegular Force with special 
powers, This officer put down every disturbance with an iron hand. His 
Highness the Rao Umed Singh died in 1875, when his only son, the 
present Chief, was placed on the gai, 

His Highness the Maharajah Dhiraj Kesvi Singh was born on the 20th 
June 1857, The title of Maharao was conferred on him asa_ hereditary 
distinction in 1889. He was made a K,C, S. Lin 1895, anda GC, 1B, 
in 1901. At the Delhi Durbar of 1911, His Imperial Majesty was pleased 
to confer on His Highness the hereditary distinction of Maharajah Dhiraj, 

The State suffered much from the famine of 1899-1900, and His 
Highness, with his usual liberality, threw open the reserve forest for the - 
use of his subjects, established depOis for buying fuel and grass, and 
disiributed grain to the poor. Relief works and poor houses were 
established. Nearly two million units were thus relieved at a cost of 
about a lakh and a half, Agriculturists obtained an advance of half a lakh; 
remissions came up to a quarter lakh ; and suspensions of land revenue 
to two lakhs, On this occasion His Highness was also generous cnough 
to distribute private charities of different kinds, 

The Maharajah controls the affairs of the State assisted by the Dewan, 
the Revenue Officer, the Judicial Officer, and the Superintendent of 
Customs and Forests, ‘There are fourteen tahsils, each under a Tahsildar 
with two assistants, The ‘Tahsildars can inflict two months’ imprison. 
ment ,and. levy a fine of Rs, 100 and can also hear civil suits up 
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to Rs. 300. The Judicial Officer exercises the powers of a District Judge 
and decides cases above Rs. 300, The Maharajah, who alone can pass 
sentences of death, holds the final appellate. authority, 

The area of the State is 1,964 square miles, with a population of 189,173 
spread over 413 towns and villages. The climate in general is dry and 
healthy. Earthquakes are common in Abu, bul they are invariably 
slight. The chief language spoken by the people is a kind of Marwati, 

Of the archeological moauments in the Stateare Abu, the remains 
of the very old town of Chandravati, the fort of Vasanigarh which bears 
an inscription of Rajah Charmalat who ruled in 625 A.D, Nandia which 
has a Jain temple in good order, though built in the tenth century, and 
Wasa with a temple dedicated to Surya and built probably in the eleventh 
or the twelfth century. 

The normal revenue of the State isa lilile over four lakhs, The 
British coin is current in the State. Sirohi has more than one hundred 
infantry and five useful guns. The police force has 662 men, 77 of whom 
are mounted. The Chief is entitled to a salute of fifteen guns. 


In point of education, Sirohi heads the list of the States of Rajputana, 
which is due to the fact thal the Europeans and Anglo-Indians at Abu 
and Abu Road form a fair portion of the population, The school at 
the capital teaches Urdu, Hindi, and a litte English, There are many 
elementary schools, and five hospitals and one dispensary, 


Abu, also known as Ar-budha (the hill of wisdom), isa famous 
mountain in the south of the State, 4000 feet above the sea-level, 
For the major portion of the year the climate is pleasant and healthy. 
The mean temperature is about 69° varying from 59° in January to 79° in 
May. On account of the heavy rainfall, Abu forms the richest spot in 
Rajputana in point of vegetation. Abu isa civil and mililary station, 
A municipal committee, the Secretary of which is the Magistrate of Abu, 
looks after the sanitation, lighting, etc, of the civil population. On the 
hills there are two hospitals, one military, and the other civil, There are 
many fine and excellently built Jain temples, At Abu Road are located 
two railway schools, and at Abu are the High School, the Lawrence 
School, and the Municipal School, The military population numbers 
about two hundred men and thirty families; while the Residency of the 
Agent to the Governor-General with nearly a hundred scattered houses, 
the bazaars and the lines of the detachment of the 43rd Erinpura 
regiment, constitute the civil population, 


This ancient little Rajput State has many facilities for ihe spread of 
education and civilisation, and it has, under the sympathetic rule of the 
present Chief, a prosperous and progressive administration assured to il 
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HIS HIGHNESS THE RAJAH 
SIR TUKOJI RAO ILI, BAPU SAHIB PAWAR, K,C.S,L, 
RAJAH OF DEWAS (SENIOR BRANCH) 


Tug Rulers of the Dewas State (senior and junior branches) belong to 
an ancient dynasty and directly represent a house which, during the last 
two thousand years, has at different times produced kings and princes whose 
fame will always endure in the annals of India. The greatest of these 
Parmat Kings and Princes was the renowned King of Ujjain (Malwa), the 
great Vikramaditya, It was after this illusirious Emperor that theEra, which 
is still prevalent in Northern Indta, the Saimvat Era, takes ifs name, and 
this in itself is evidence of his great power and renown. According to that 
Era, it is now 1970 years since he lived and ruled over his vast dominions, 


Next in importance to this monarch was King Bhoj, He 
ruled over Malwa in the eighth century A. D,, and during — his reign, 
his sway extended as far as the Tungabhadra river in the Deccan, 
He was widely known for his great literary tastes and attainments, 
and for his efforts to maintain justice and io secure the prospenty 
of his subjects. It was in his court that the famous Sanskrit poet, 
Kalidas, flourished. Bhoj made Dhara Nagari (Dhar) his capital instead 
of Ujjain, and it continued to be such for a very long period after him. 


After King Bhoj began the gradual decline of the Parmar or Pawar 
dynasty. Before the lapse of four centuries, this famous house had lost 
all its conquests one after another and the additions it had made to the 
Kingdom, till the region of Malwa alone remained in their posses- 
sion, Then came a crushing blow in the fourteenth century when 
the Mahomedans conquered Malwa. The various branches of 
the Pawar House left the country and migrated into different 
parts of India to try their foitunes and found principalities clse- 
where. The oldest line descended from the great kings Vikramaditya and 
Bhoj, and the immediate descendants of the last few titular sovereigns of 
Malwa migrated into the present Mewar (in Rajputana), succeeded in 
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establishing themselves in Bijolya, and achieved by their own valour 
high recognition from the great Maharaya of Chitore (Udaipur). 

Farly in the sixteenth century, there arpse troubles and dissensions 
at Bijolya, The then ruling Rajah of Bijolya had four sons by his 
two wives, one by the first and three by the second, The eldest son 
by the first wife, named Shambhu Sinha, incurred the displeasure of his 
father, Attended by a few followers, he bade good-bye to his father and 
his family possessions, left Mewar with a determination to establish a 
new principality, and entered the Maharashtra (Deccan), which then 
offered a very good field for adventurous men like Shambu Sinha, He 
encamped himself near Ahmednagar, where he founded a village and called 
it Suxhawadi, i. ¢, hamlet of happiness. It was later on called Supa, a 
corruption of the original name. It wasat this time (about 1615 A. D.) 
that Ahmednagar, one of the five famous Mahomedan kingdoms of the 
Deccan, was on the decline, and a good many adventurers, mostly 
Hindus of the Deccan, taking advantage of its weakness, tried to esta 
blish principalities of their own, . * 

The Parmar Chief, Shambu Sinha, was not slow to make the best of 
this chaotic situation in the Maharashtra. He soon suceecded in 
founding a State for himself comprising a great part of the modern 
Ahmednagar and Poona Districts, Between 1615 and 1660 he was often 
hampered in his achievements by the forces of Shivaji the Greal. Before 
he could complete his preparations to overthrow Shivaji’s power and 
regain his lost possessions, he was treacherously killed by one of the 
neighbouring Mahratta Chieftains, 

Shambu Sinha Maharajah had an infant son, named Krishnaji, 
who was carefully brought up by his mother. Hs showed signs of 
promise and bade fair to turn out a splendid soldier, His 
mother, realising the prudence of yielding to Shivaji, whose power 
was increasing rapidly and who had already been formally crowned 
Emperor of the Maharashtra, decided to send her son, who was then only 
sixteen years old, to Raigarh, the then capital of the Maharashtra, Shivaji 
was greatly pleased with this young Parmar Chief, Krishnaji, and having 
granted him pardon, restored to him all his father’s possessions and re- 
cognised him as one of the high feudatory Chiefs of his Empire, This 
was how the fortunes of this historical and ancient Parmar dynasty came 
to be bound up with those of the Mahratta nation. This happened about 
1680, just before the death of Shivaji, In the long struggle that ensued 
after the death of this monarch between Aurangzeb and the Mahrattas, 
Bubaji, the eldest son of Krishnaji, with his two younger brothers, Rayaji 
and Kéruji, displayed extraordinary valour and did his utmost to drive the 


H, H, THE RAJAIT OF DEWAS (SENIOR BRANCH) 198 


Mahomedan army out of the District of Ahmednagar and its surroundings 
In recognition of his great deeds he received the title of “ Sapta Sahasra 
Senapati” (Commander of 7,000 troops) from the Mahratta Emperor, 
Rajaram Chhatrapati, Bubaji had two sons, Kalujizand Sambhaji. Kaluji’s 
rule was one of peace and happiness for the State. He had four sons, and 
the eldest, named Krishnaji, succeeded him. Manaji, the youngest of the 
four, remained by Krishnaji’s side and served him, while the second son, 
Tukoji Rao, played a leading part in the history of the Mahrattas, 


Emperor Shahu ordered Tukoji Rao and his younger cousin, Udaji 
Rao,(son of Sambhaji Rao, Kaluji’s younger brother) to accompany 
the Peshwa, Baji Rao I, in hisinvasion of Northern India in 1788, In 
this expedition, the renowned Generals of the Peshwa, viz,, Ranoji Rao 
Sindhia and Malhar Rao Holkar played an important part, and 
Tukoji Rao Pawar and Udaji Rao Pawar also rendored valuable service, 
It was the army of these two Pawar Chiefs that fought the first battle in 
Malwa against the forces of the Delhi Emperor, The Pawar forces, 
forming the vanguard of the whole Mahratta army, had naturally to 
bear the whole brunt of the first fight which took place near the village 
nathed Tirala (not far from Dhar), The Mahomedan Governor of Malwa 
was completely routed, and no more real fighting was needed to subdue 
the country, One other battle was fought at Bhopal between the 
Mahomedans and the Mahrattas, and in this also Tukoji Rao gave valuable 
aid to the Mahratta cause, and his services were later on duly recognised 
by Shahu Chhatrapati, and the Peshwa, In 1789 after the conquest of 
Malwa, which covered the whole of the country between the Chambal 
and the Narbada, the region was parcelled out among the four Mahratta 
Chiefs, who had played the most conspicuous part in this conquest, Under 
the command of Shri Shahu Chhatrapati Maharajah, Dewas and Dhar 
fell to the share of Tukoji Rao and Udaji Rao respectively, I1 may 
be stated here that Tukoji Rao, the founder of the Dewas Principality, was 
accompanied in’ this campaign by his younger brother, Jivaji Rao. 

This was how Tukoji Rao I carved out the principality of Dewas, and 
his younger cousin, Udaji Rao, that of Dhar, Thus, after a lapse of 
nearly 400 years and through many vicissitudes, the lineal descendants of 
the great kings, Vikramaditya and Bhoj, came back to Malwa, not to rule 
over the whole ancestral country as independent sovereigns, but to 
exercise sway over some portions thereof under the nominal suzerainty of 
the Mahratta Emperors, Tukoji Rao got the tille of Pratinidhi” 
(Viceroy or Governor) from Emperor Shahu, and he was generally known 
in those parts as Subahdar (Governor), Tukoji Rao added to the prestige 
and power of the State by levying tribute from some of the Rajput States, 

aha 
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thus making them acknowledge his suzerainty. It was in one of these 
ex, editions in Rajputana that he came to an untimely end, While he was 
camping at Ajmer in 1751, a sudden storm burst on his tent anda_ pole 
fell on his head and caused his death. 

He had no sons, and his widow, therefore, adopted her nephew (Tukoji 
Rao’s elder brother, Krishnaji Rao’s son) under the style of Maharajah 
Krishnaji Rao 1, Krishnaji Rao spent most of his time in trying to ex- 
tend the limits of his State, by making repeated invasions against Delhi, For 
twelve years he remained at Muttra rendering help to the great Mahdaji 
Sindhia of Gwalior, and in keeping the Emperor Shah Alam as a close 
prisoner of the Mabrattas, While on his way to the Deccan, he died at 
Burhanpur in 1789, He was also childless and was, therefore, succeeded 
by the san of his elder brother (Ruler of the Supa State) under the name 
of Tukoji Rao 1], Maharajah Tukoji Rao had fo meet with great many 
difficulties, which, however, he succeeded in fiding ovr. The most 
important event of his reign was the conclusion of the Treaty of 1818 with 
the East India Company, H.H. Tukoji Rao [1 died in 1828 and was 
succeeded by his son, Rukmangad Rao, During the Mutiny of 1857, His 
Highness remained Joyal to the Paramount Power, and his services 
obtained tecognition, His Highness married {he two daughters of His 
Highness the Maharajah Sayaji Rao I, the Gaekwar of Baroda. Before hig 
death in 1860, Rukmangad Rao Khase Sahib Maharaj adopted a son from 
the eldest Pawar House of Supa. 

During the minority of His Highness Krishnaji Rao WJ, his mother, 
Maharani Yamunabai Sahiba, conducted the affairs of the State. His 
Highness took for his consoit Her Highness Tara Rajah Sahiba, the 
daughter of His Highness the Maharajah Jayaji Rao Sindhia of Gwalior, 
His Highness married a second wife, Her Highness the Dowager Rani Tara 
Rajah Sahiba, who is still alive, His Highness died in 1899, On the 4th 
April 1900, he was succeeded by the eldest son of his elder brother, 
Shrimant Anand Rao Pawar Nana Sahib Maharaj ishwas Rao Bahadur, 
under the title of His Highness Sapla Sahasra Senapati Pratinidhi Shri 
Tukoji Rao II! Pawar Bapu Sahib Maharaj, 

His Highness Tukoji Rao II] was born on the Ist January 1888, 
He received his education at the Daly College, Indore, and at the Mayo 
College, Ajmer. He joined the Chiefs College at Indore in November 1899 
and left it for the Mayo College in 1903 His Highness completed his 
college course and passed the Diploma Examination in 1905 with distinc. 
tion, I€ was then decided to give him administralive and general taining, 
and for this purpose Captain H. Stewart's servjces were lent by the Govern 
ment of India, After a year Captain Stewart Jeft, and his place was (aken 
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by Mr, M. K, Darling, 1, C, &, a very capable and painstaking officer, who 
became an intimate friend of His Highness. ‘To supplement his training 
the Prince made an extensive {our through India, Burma and Ceylon, In 
the beginning of 1908, the Government of India invested him with full 
administrative powers. 

It is now a little over four years since ris Highness began to govern 
the State personally, and in ihis short period the finances of the Province 
and the general condition of the people have greatly improved, and the tone 
of the administration has become decidedly higher, It issufficient to state 
that his great administrative skill, his high sense of duty, his zeal for the 
improvement of the State and of the condition of his subjects, ate 
fully evident from his public speeches, while the Government of 
India and their representatives in Central India have also testified to 
his great abilities. When His Highness assumed the reins of Govern- 
ment, the Slate was heavily indebted, but now it is free from all 
liabilities. A regular settlement of land revenue was lately carried out, 
which has resalte! in a general increase of revenue and in the 
increased prosperity of the cultivators, Being much interested in 
education, His Highness sometime ago built a girls’ schocl and has 
recently ordered the constiuction of a new first grade vernacular 
school in one of the districts, It is pleasing to note that in addition to pay- 
ing off the State debts, His Highness has heen spending every year large 
sums on new public works, His Highness’s new palace and the King Ed- 
ward Memorial Arch being the most conspicuous auiongst them. Almost 
every department in the State came under his direct supervision and was 
placed on a much better footing than before, At the invitation of His 
Excellency the Viceroy, His Highness altended the Delbi Coronation 
Durbar of 1908. His Highness has been successively elected by his brother 
Princes and Chiefs for the last six years asa Member of the Managing 
Committee of the Daly Callege, and was the President for two successive 
years from 1907 to December 1909 of the General Mahratla Conference, 
At the Delhi Durbar of 1911, His Imperial Majesty was pleased to confer 
on His Highness the distinction of KX, C. 8, 1. 

This memoir will not be complete without a reference to Sardar Pan+ 
dit Narayan Prasad Morchhaldar Sarkhwas, a Malwi Shrigor Brahmin, 
whom His Highness appointed as his Minister (Dewan) soon alter 
coming to the gadé in 1908, and who has co-operated loyally with 
the Prince in effecting all the improvements in the State and in its general 
administration as well, His remarkable services have received public 
appreciation, not only {rom His Highness but also from the chief. repres 
sentative of the Government of India in those parts, Before his appoint. 
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ment as Dewan, Sardar Pandit Narayan Prasad had served His Highnes 
and the State in several capacities, notably, first as His Highness’s tutor anc 
guardian, and then as Household Officer and Private Secretary. 

Soon after the assumption of ruling powers, His Highness marricc 
on the 21st March 1908 the only daughter of His Highness the Chhatrapat 
Maharajah Sahib of Kolhapur, the social head of the Mahratta natior 
and the premier Mahratta Prince, On the 4th April 1910, a most joyfu 
event took place in the State in the birth of a son and her to Hi 
Highness, The little Yuviaj is named Shrimant Yuvraj Vikram Sinhe 
Rao Nanasahib Maharaj. 

His Highness has a very enthusiastic and capable colleague in the 
person of his brother, Shrimant Jagdeo Rao Pawar Bhausahib Maharaj 
Vishwas Rao Bahadur, who is twenty years of age, and who is of immense 
help to His Highness in the administration of the State, He was educated 
with His Highnass in the Chiefs’ College at Indore and at Ajmer, and was 
later given a general training in the different bianches of administration. 
Throughout his educational career, he showed marks of high ability, He 
has married the only daughter of Sardar Vaghoji Rao Raje Shitke, a first. 
class nobleman of the Baroda State. 

The area of the Senior Branch is 446 square miles, and the popula. 
tion 74,258, spread over lwo towns and 288 villages. The common 
language is the Malwi dialect of Rajasthani, The State is divided into five 
parganas, each under a Kamasdar, The military force consists of sixty-{wo 
cavaliy, seventy-nine infantry, sixty-nine s/baudi, and eighteen artillery. 
men with two guns, The regular police has on its rolls 265 men and the 
rural police 806 men. 

The revenue of the State is about five and a half lakhs of rupees 
exclusive of the alienations which yicld annually a lakh, Hus Highness is 
entitled to a salute of fifteen guns, 

This ancient State is heir to many noble traditions, and under their 
influence and with the co-operation of the present talented Dewan , Sardar 
Pandit Narayan Prasad, His Highness is sureto make a mark as an 
enlightenend and sympathetic ruler,, 


HIS HIGHNESS THE RAJAH 
MALHAR RAO BABA SAHIB POWAR 
RAJAH OF DEWAS (JUNIOR BRANCH.) 


Dewas States, although popularly called the Senior and Junior 
Branches, are twin Treaty Principalities in the Malwa Political charge of 
the Central India Agency, Separate Chiefs rule over the two States, sharing 
the same capital town and having their prescribed shares in the same 
territory, The Octroi and lxcise Departments are worked conjointly, 
though the Educational and Medical Departments have been separated and 
each Raj manages its own department by itself, 

In accordance with the Treaty of 1818 entered into with the East 
India Company, the State pays annually to the Government Rs, {6,800 
Hali in commutation of the obligation to provide a quota of ‘troops. No 
other tribute is paid to the Government of India or to any other State, In 
182 the State received an adoption Sanad. The Ruler is entitled toa 
salute of fifteen guns, He exercises full powers in judicial, revenue and 
all other general administrative matters, 

The present Ruler, His Highness the Rajah Malhar Rao Baba Sahib 
Maharaj Powar, born on the 18th August 1877, succeeded to the gad after 
the demise of his uncle and adoptive father, the late Ruler, He was married 
on the 16th March 1895; and after the premature death of his wife in 

.1908, His Highness has not married again, After the completion of his 
education at the Daly College, Indore, His Highness was invested with 
ruling powers in 1897 by the Hon’ble Colonel (now Sir) D, W. K, Barr, 
then Agent to the Governor-General for Central India, Among the birth- 
day honours of His Imperial Majesty the King-Emperor, on the 14th June 
1912, a Kaisar-I-Hind Gold Medal was bestowed on His Highness, The 
Powars have been renowned as the lovers and patrons of arts 
and letters. {is Highness well maintains the tradition of his ances- 
tors like Rajah Bhoja and Vikramaditya, Education in the verna- 
culars as well as medical relief are given freein the State, In order {o 
broaden the basis of Government His Highness has lately established a 
Council, 

His Highness is an Incarnation of kindness, and his brain is always 
busy with the thoughts of ameliorating the condition of the cultivating 
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class, Unceasing efforts are being made with a view to instil in them a 
sense of permanency of tenure; and owing {o the large and liberal 
remissions given two years ago, the general condition of this class has been 
improved beyond all expectations. 

His Highness is always untiring in introducing reforms in any shape 
which are likely {o be conducive to the general well-being of the people, 
Thus Credit Co-operative Societies have been established, whereby the 
material condition of this section of his subjects has considerably altcred for 
the better; and, further, with a view to.associate his people with the 
administrative machinery, Panchayats have been established in all the 
leading villages. 

On the19th April 1914, a Panchayat Conference was held and 
proved a success beyond all doubt, So far this movement has derived all 
the advantages that accrue fromiit, with none of the disadvantages that are 
supposed to come in its wake. 

His wighness has received invaluable help in all these matters from 
Capt, R.C, Burke, who is well known in the Southern-Mahratta covniry 
for his most successful administration of the State of Sangli, His services 
were lent to this Raj as the Personal Friend and Adviser to His Highness 
and, withthe help of his experience and ability, His Highness has been 
able to put into actual shape many of his long-cherished projects for the 
achievement of the welfare of his people, 

His Highness is always ready {o undertake any work of public utility 
that tends to establish persons and mainatain peace, which is evident from 
the fact that this State is the first in Central India, to make the 
depredatory class of the Sansis to settle peaceably, Tands have 
been given to them with a view to {urn them to the noble and peaceful 
pursuit of agriculture, 

His Highness is saturated with the idea of toleration in religion and 
has an enthusiasm and respect and reverence for the old customs and 
traditions, The State ownsa Theosophical Lodge, and quite recently a 
branch of the Shri Bharat Dharma Mabamandal with its head-quarters at 
Benares was opened under the auspicious presence of its founder, Swami 
Shri Dhyananandji. 

In 1864 and 1890 both States’ ceded lands required for the 
opening of railways. The newly opened branch of the B, B, and C, I, 
Railway, Nagda-Muttra-Railway, passes through Gadgucha, the seat of the 
Tehsil of a Pergana of that name, and efforts are now being made to build 
upasuburb round the Station, In 1881 all transit duties on salt were 
abolished in return for an annual compensation, In 1885 all the remain» 
ing transit duties except those on opium were also dong away with, 
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The area of the State is 417 square miles, and the population, 
according to the Census of 1911, is 62,957, spread over two towns and 
250 villages. For administrative purposes, the State is divided into four 
Perganas with head-quarters at Dewas, Sarangpur, Gadgucha, and Padlia. 
The State has the gross tevenue of Rs, 4,25,000, 

The army of the State consists of 59 cavalry, 116 infantry, and 23 
arullerymen with four guns, For watch and ward, there is a police force 
of 158, of whom 41 belong to the regular police and 117 to the rural police, 

The British rupee is accepted as the legal tender, 


Education in the State is liberally supported by His Highness who 
has recently introduced a system of free and compulsory education. 

The {wo Rajs are for all political purposes two different States, rules 
of extradition existing between them. Excellent arrangements have been 
made for the water-supply of the town, 

The town of Sarangpur is noted for the remains of its ancient Hindu 
and Jain temples, [t came into prominence so far back as 1298, 
during the days of Sarang Singh Khichi, after whom it was named, In the 
fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, it became a large and flourishing place, 
Sarangpur is spoken of as the scene of the death of the beautiful Rup- 
nati, the reputed Hindu wife of Baz Bahadur, She was a singer and 
composer ot rematkable talents, and her songs are still sung all over 
Northern India, er husband was also accomplished in music and in 
composing Hindu songs. In 1734 Sarangpur came under the control of 
the Mahiattas, and then under the Rulers of Dewas, Indore and 
Gwalior, and also under the Pindari leader, Karim Khan, Dewas got 
Sarangpur by the Weaty of 1818, The town was once noted for its ine 
muslins, and this industry, although gasping ils last, can still compete very 
favourably with the Hue muslin products of any other part of India, ‘The 
State 1s seriously contemplating tts restoration on some firmer founda. 
uuon, ‘Lheve are stl sume ald builciags in a dilapidated condition, such 
as Rupmati ka gumbaz or Kupmau’s hall, a Jaimma Musyd, built in 
1649, and a mosyue called the “Pir Jan KiyBhau”, 

Amongst its other notable indusiics is @ Soap Factory, situa. 
ted at Dewas, started by a local gentleman with the help ol the State, 

From March 1914 the Minister of the State is Shrimant Sadashiy 
Rao alias Khasesaheb Mahaiaj Powar, the brother ol His Highness 
who received his education in England, 

With a sympathetic, bread-minded and liberal ruler, whose sole 

“thought is the , wellare.of the subjects, assisted by kindred spirits, a 
progperous “future is the herilage .of the State, Pe 


HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAWAL 
SIR BIJAI SINGH BAHADUR, KCL E., 
MAHARAWAL OF DUNGARPUR 


Tue Dungarpur State 1s in the south of Rajputana covering an area 
of 1,447 square miles. Except in the south and east, the county is 
traversed by low hills gown with scrub jungles containing cactus and 
gum trees, The chief rivers are the Mahi and the Som, Among the 
smaller rivers may be mentioned the Majam, the Vatrak, the Bhadar and 
the Moran. Theclimate in geneial is dry and healthy, and the rainfall 
averages about twenty-seven inches, 

Dungarpur, with its off-shoot Banswara, comprised originally the 
tract of land known as the Bagar, which was noted, according {0 an old 
couplet, for five things, viz, water, rocks, leaves, foul language and the 
looting of clothes, The great part of the Bagar land before the thirteenth 
century 1s known to have been inhabited by the Bhils, the rest having been 
occupied by the Chauhan and Paramara Rajputs, Mahup and Rahup, sons 
of Karan Singh, the Chief of Mewar, quarrelled with each other, and the 
former, repairing to his mother’s clan of the Chauhans of Bagar, slowly 
extended his sway over the Bhils, One of his successors, named Bir Singh, 
founded Dungarpur town and made it his capital, calling it after the Bhil 
Chieftain, Dungaria, whom he had defeated and killed, After the battle 
of Khanua in 1527, in which Rawal Udai Singh of Bagar was killed, his 
sons, Prithwi Ray and Jagmal, effected a partition of the territory, making 
the Mahi river their boundary. Prithwi Raj remained at Dungarpur, while 
Jagmal wentand founded Banswara. When the Moghuls held the supreme 
power inthe land, Dungarpur becamea subject State, paying tham an 
annual tribute, It then passed into the hands of the Mahrattas, In 1818 
the Rawal entered into an aljiance, offensive and defensive, wilh the British, 
by which the State .was freed from the clutches of the Mahrattas, 
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The tribute payable to the Government of India was afler some 
variations fixed at .Rs 17,5001n 1904, Maharawal Bijai Singh, the 
present ruler, born in 1887, succeeded his grandfather, Uda: Singh, in 
1898, and was invested with full powers on attaining his majority, The 
Maharawal was educated at the Mayo College, Ajmer, During the 
minority of His Highness, the administration was carried on by a Political 
Agent, assisted by a Chief Executive Officer, and a Council of two consul- 
tative members, 

The Rulet of Dungarpur beats the titles of Rat Rayan Maharawal and 
is entitled to a salute of fifteen guns, His Highness won the distinction 
of K,C, I, E. in June 1912, among the birthday honowis of His Majesty 
the King-Emperor 


The population numbers 1,59,192, occupying about 632 towns and 
villages, The Bhils form more than a third of the people, while the 
Brahmins, Rajputs, Patels, and Mahajans make up the remaindei. The 
ptincipal occupation is agriculture, which is mostly in the hands of the 
Bhils, The destructive forest cultivation generally adopted by them is 
suppressed, and abouta fifth of the area under cultivation is irligated by 
means of wells, tanks and streams, Maize and rice form the staple food 
crops. Barley, wheat, gram, poppy andl sugarcane are also taised, Pulses, 
oil-seeds, {uimeric, opium and mahua flowers form the main exports, and 
rice, sugar, cloth, salt and melals constitute the principal imports, 

No railway line runs through the Stale. The Durbar maintains a 
small number of dak runners to carry official and ptivate correspondence 
between the capital and the disthict headquarters. During the famine of 
1899 the State incurred an expendilure of 1°8 lakhs, and in that of 1901- 
1902, 15 lakhs, The State loan now stands al only about Rs, 1,55,000, 
Over 1'5 lakhs have been repaid since His Highness took over charge of 
the administration. His Highness exercises full and unrestricted powers 
in both civil and criminal matters, 


The State has anormal revenue of about two lakhs, of which 1'4 lakhs 
go to its up-keep. The Chittori of Dungarpur, the Salim Shahi of 
Pratapgarh, and the British coins were current until 1904 ; but now the 
British rupee is the sole legal tender. 

A police force of more than 200 men of all ranks is maintained at a 
cost of about Rs, 22,000 a year. There are about ten schools, and two 
hogpitals, Vaccination is becoming popular. 


This State is governed by a-young ruler who realises his responsibility 
for the happiness of his people. It is sure to prosper under.his oare. 


HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAWAT 
SIR RAGHUNATH SINGH BAHADUR, K.C, 1. E, 
MAHARAWAT OF PARTABGARH 


PARTABGARH, once known as the Kanthal (border or boundary bet 
ween Malwa and Guzerat), is a State in the south of Rajputana, with an 
arez of 886 square miles and a population of 62, 704, 

Bika, a descendant of Rana Mokal of Mewar, founded the town of 
Deolia or Deogath in 1561. One of his successors, Pratap Singh, establi- 
shed the town of Paitabgath in 1698, and the State has ever since been 
called after that town, [tis called by some Deolia-Partabgarh, a compound 
of the names of the tormer and the present capitals of the principality, 
The State came under British protection in 1818. The present Maharawat 
is Raghunath Singh, born in 1859, His Highness succeeded by adoption 
in 1890, and obtained full administrative power 1n 1891, 

In 1899 -1900 there was a thorough failure of both the harvests as the 
rainfall was one-third less than the average. His Highness introduced 
an adequale and efficient system of relief, and emitted the land revenue 
for the year. Advances to agriculturists, and remissions and suspensions 
of land revenue, amounted to over a lakh and a halt. 

At the Delhi Durbar of 1911, His Highness the Maharawat obtained 
the distinction of K,C.1 E, In June 1912, his son and heir married the 
daughter of H. E, the Maharajah Deb Shum Shere Jung Bahadur Rana, 
Ex-Minister and Commander-in-Chief of Nepal. 

A Kamdar (Minister) assists the Maharawat in administering the 
State, and the Raj Sabha, a committee of eleven members, helps him in 
the disposal of judicial matters, 

Tn the State there are 413 towns and villages, Partabgarh, the capital, 
is the only town of importance. The army of the State consists of 18 
gunners, 22 cavalry and 76 infantry. The police has 170 men of all ranks, 
including six mounted men. ‘fhere are three schools, of which one is for 
the use of the sons of Thakuts, Nobles and rich people, There is only 
one hospital. The normal revenue is a little over two lakhs. The Qhiet 
is entitled to a salute of fifteen guns. 

The State enjoys all the advantages of a seltled and “progressive 
government, andl the people lead a contented and happy life. ' 


HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJAH 
SIR THUTOB NAMGYAL BAHADUR, K.C,L E,, 
MAHARAJAH OF SIKKIM, 


Tue Native State of Sikkim is in the Eastern Himalayas pierced by 
several passes and has a climate varying between the tropical heat of the 
valleys and the cold of the biting snowy ranges. 11 covers an area of 2818 
square miles with a population of 88,169, 

It is traditionally believed that the forefathers of the present Chiefs of 
Sikkim originally resided in the neighbourhood of Lhasa in Tibet. 
About the middle of the seventeenth century, three Tibetan monks, 
professing the ‘red cap’ sect of Budhisim, unable to tolerate the 
supremacy of the Gelukpa sect in Tibet, proceeded to Puntso 
Namgye, the then chief member of the family from which the present 
rulers of Sikkim hail, and, converting the’ people of Sikkim {o 
their ‘teligion, installed him as the Rajah of their country, In 1788 
and 1792 Sikkim suffered severely from thé Gurkha invasions ; 
but on both the occasions there was no material loss to the State. 
In 1814 when the Nepaul War broke out, the English took possession 
of the Morang and entered into a treaty with the Rajah of Sikkim, 
who accepted it only too eagerly with a view to wreak his vengeance 
on the Gurkhas, The war coming to an end in 1816, the British 
Government presented the Rajah with a large territory out of what 
Nepaul had ceded to them. In 18385 the Rajah gave away Darjeel- 
ing to the English and accepted in return an annual grant of Rs. 8,000. 

For a long time the relations belween the Sikkim Durbar and 
the British Government were strained as the former insisted on the 
restoration of the runaway slaves from their territory. To make matters 
worse, they seized the Superintendent of Darjeeling and another English- 
man who were travelling in Sikkim and kept them in durance fora month 
and a half. The British Government took a serious view of the matter 
and punished the Rajah by cancelling his pension and annexing a portion 
of his territory, The affairs reached a climax, and, finally, a British force 
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entered Tumlong and brought the Rajah to terms. He entered into a treaty 
with them in March 1861, by which the rights of free trade, and protection 
for travellers, were secured, On his death in 1875, the present Maharajah, 
Thutob Namgyal, born in 1851, succeeded him. In 1888 the Tibetans 
rose against Sikkim, when the British army ousted them, In 1889 a Politi- 
cal Officer was appointed and stationed at Gangtok to advise and help the 
Sikkim Chief and his Council, 

His Highness the Maharajah replied as follows to the invitation 
of H. E, Lord Curzon, for the Delhi Durbar of 1908 :— 

The humble Thutob Namgyal, Maharajah of Sikkim, most respectfully 
begs to state that he very greatly rejoices at the receipt of an invitation to be 
present at the Coronation Ceremony of Their Most Gracious Majesties the 
King Emperor and Queen Empress to be held at Delhi, which Your Excellency 
has go graciously sent him. He from the fullness of his heart welcomes the 
opportunity so graciously offered him to do himself that great honour of 
attending the Coronation Ceremony, 

The Maharajah was unable to be present at the Durbar, but 
he was represented by his son and heir, Maharaj-Kumar Sidkeong 
Tulku, who enjoyed all the honours and privileges due to his father at the 
august assembly, At the Imperial Delhi Durbar of 1911, His Majesty 
conferred on the Maharajah the title of K.C.LE., and on the Maharaj- 
Kumar that of C.LE, His Highness is entitled to a salute of fifteen guns, 

The convgntion of 1890 with the Chinese recognised the British pro- 
tection over Sikkim, and also their exclusive authority over its internal 
administration and foreign relations, Since the stationing of the Politica} 
Officer at Sikkim, here have been marked improvements in the State, 
Roads and bridges have been consttucted, and the Nepalese have been 
permitied to settle in certain parts of the Province, The State religion is 
Budhism, and there are thirty-six monasteries, he most prominent of 
them being Pemiongchi, Tassiding, and Pensung, 

Maize is the principal crop, The other crops are buckwheat, rice, 
wheat and barley. Cardamom also forms a valuable produce. The fruits 
grown are plantains, oranges, apples etc, The minerals found in the 
State are copper, iron, magnetite and garnet, At the Lachung weaving 
school, tweed suitings and blankets are manufactured on a large scale. 

The State maintains a small military police, consisting of one havildar, 
three head constables, and sixteen naiks and constables, At Gangtok 
there are a school and a hospital. The Maharajah owns palac, s at 
Tumlong and Gangtok. The revenue of the State is over two lakhs. 

This:picturesque and all but primitive hilly State has several untapped 
resources for fulure progress, and, under ils present ruler, dt enjoys: all 
the benefits of good adipinistration, 
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HIS HIGHNBSS LHR MAHAKAWAL 
SHRI SALIVAHAN BAHADUR 
MAHARAWAL OF JAISALMIR 


JAISALMIR, third in size among the States of Rajputana, covers an 
area of 16,062 square miles and contains over 472 towns and villages, 
with a total population of 88,278, the Hindus forming the majority, The 
principal languages spoken are Marwari and Sindi. The climate in 
general is dry and healthy, The country is mostly a sandy waste on the 
borders of the Great Indian Deseit. : 

The Rulers of Jaisalmir claim descent from Shri Krishna, and are 
Rajputs of the Jadon clan, It would appear that, after Krishna, his clanse 
men scattered themselves, and many of them settled down beyond the 
Indus, One of their successors, Salivahan, founded a capital after 
his name in the south of the Punjab, which is now known as Sialkot, 
In A, D. 78 he defeated the In: do-Scythians in the battle near Kahrot, and, 

“in commemoration of this event, called himself Sakari ‘(low of the Sakas 
or Scythians), and inti oduced (he Saka era (a name which is otifl tn general 
use throughout India), Bhati, his grandson, who was a gredt watrior, 
brought lo subjection many of his neighbouring Chiefs ; and the tribe, 
Bhati Jadon, came to be called afler him, Migrating from place to place, 
they ultimately found their abode in the Indian Desert, The first member 
of the Bhati Jadons, who enjoyed the distinction of Rawal and who built 
the fort of Deogarh or Deorawar io 8538, now known as Derawar, in the 
Bahawalpur State, was Deoraj. One of his successors, Jaisal, made 
himself master of Lodorva, an immense city, with twelve gates. In 1156 
he founded the city and fort of Jaisalmir, About the foundation of Jaisal- 
mir, Todd, in his Annals and Antiquities of Rajasthan, writes:— 

Jesul thus obtained the gadiof Ledorva; but it being open to invasion, he 
sought a spot better adapted for defence, and he found one only five coss (ten 
tiles) from Lodorva. Upon the summit of arocky ridge, he discovered x 
Brahmin, whose solitary herrhitage adjoined the fountain of Brimsir, Having 
paid honidge and disclosed thé purport of his visit, the secluye related the 


206 THE RULING CHIEFS, NOBLES AND ZAMINDARS OF INDIA 


history of the triple-peaked hill, which overlooked his hermitage. He said 
that in the Trela, or ‘silver age,’ a celebrated ascetic called Kak, or Kaga, re- 
sided at this fountain, after whom thetivulet which issued thence had its name 
of Kaga; that the Pandu Arjoon, with Heri Crishna, came there to attend a great 
sacrifice, on which occasion Crishna foretold that, in some distant age, a des. 
cendant of his should erect a town on the margin of that rivulet, and should 
raise a castle on Tricuta, the triple-peaked mount. While Crishna thus pro- 
phesied, it was observed to him by Arjoon that the water was bad, when 
Crishna smote the rock with his Chakra (discus), whereupon a sweet spring 
bubbled up, and on its margin were inscribed the prophetic stanzas whiich the 
hermit Eesul now pointed out to the Bhatti prince, who read as follows:—(1) 
"Oh prince of Jidoo-vansa! come into this land, and on this mountain’s top erect 
a triangular castle; (2) 'Lodorva is destroyed, but only five coss therefrom is 
Jesanoh, a site of twice its strength; "(B) Prince, whose name is Jesul, who will 
be of Yadu race, abandon Lodorpura; here erect thy dwelling,” 

On Rubwar, ‘the day of the sun’, a favourite day for commencing any 
grand undertaking with all these tribes, the 12th of Sarvan, the enlightened 
half of the moon, S, 1212 (A. D. 1166), the foundation of Jessulmeer was laid, 
and soon the inhabitants, with all that was valuable, abandoned Lodorva, and 
began to erect new habitations, 

At the end of the thirteenth and in the beginning of the fourteenth 
centuries, Alanddin could not put up with the commotion caused by 
the Bhatis, and so directed his arms against Jaisalmir, and 
completely ruined the fort and the city, In 1651 Sabal Singh 
was the head of the Bhati Chiefs, and ruled it as a vassal of the 
Moghul Empeor. In the annals of the Kishangarh State, it was 
stated that Sabal Singh obtained the grant of Jaisalmir on the inters 
vention of hig cousin, Rajah Rup Singh of Kishangarh, In course 
of time large additions were made to the territory of Jaisalmir, 
which were subsequently annexed by the Rathors. Maharawal Mulraj 
entered into a treaty with the British in 1818, whereupon the British 
Government {ook Jaisalmir under their protection, In virlue of the 
treaty, they guaranteed the right of succession to hjs descendants, and 
also undertook to protect him from foreign aggression, Mulraj was 
succeeded by his grandson, Gaj Singh, The British, after their conquest of 
Sind, restored to Jaisalmir the forts of Shahgarh, Garsia and Ghotaru that 
had once belonged to it, On the death of Gaj Singh in 1846, his widow 
adopted his nephew, Ranjit Singh, who occupied the gadi till 1864, when 
his younger brother, Bairi Sal, succeeded him, Bairi Sal died in 1891, 
and his widows adopted Shyam Singh, son of Thakur Kushal Singh of 
Lathi. The adoplion of the minor, who was fourteen years old, was 
confirmed by the Government of India ; whereupon Shyam Singh succeed- 
ed and assumed the family name of Salivahan, 
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H. H. the Matarajah Dhiraj Maharawal Shri Salivahan Bhadur 
who was born in 1887, received his education at the Mayo College, 
Ajmer. He married the second daughter of H, H. the Maharao Keshri 
Singhji Bahadur of Sirohi, when he was twenty years old, In the following 
year he received full administrative powers, His Highness replied as 
follows to the invitation of H. E, Lord Curgon, in connection with the 
Delhi Durbar of 1903 :— 

It gives me the greatest pleasure to respond most cordially to such a kind 
invitation as Your Excellency has been pleased to extend to me, more especi- 
ally as this happy and auspicious occasion of unprecedented grandeur affords 
a unique and a glorious opportunity to all the Princesand the people of this 
vast continent of India to demonstrate their deep-seated feelings of unswerving 
loyalty and devotion to the august person and the throne of their beloved and 
exalted Sovereign, the never-setting sun in whose empire is symbolical of its 
glory and yreatness, 

Allow me to add that this ancient house of Bhatis has always been fore- 
most in its unalterable attachment and allegiance to the British Throne, and 
its guiding principle is to be ever true to this sacred and glorious heritage, 

There are many archzmological monuments in the State, the prominent 
of them being the village and fort of Birsilpur, founded so for back as the 
second century; Tahot, the first desert capital of the Bhatis,whose fort and 
temple date from the eighth century; the Jain temple at Lodorva built over 
a thousand years ago; and the building with thirty-two pillars builtin 820, 
at Sirwa, a village 24 miles south-east of Jaisalmir. 

The principal rain crops are jowar, mung, moth and til, Camels are 
chiefly used for ploughing, A scanty rainfall is enough for the crops, The 
minerals found in the State are salt, lime, limestone, sandstone, and fuller's 
earth, Blankets of sheep's wool, small bags and druggets of goats’ and 
camels’ hair, and stone cups and platters are manufactured, 

Besides many minor courts, there ace the Sadr Criminal and Civil 
Courts, The Dewan hears appeals against theedecisions of, these Courts, 
and also decides such original cages as are beyond their jurisdiction. He 
is also invested with powers to sentence up to two -years’ imprisonment 
and to inflict a fine of, Re. 500. The Court of the Mahafawal ds the highest 
in the State. The Revenue of Jaisalmir is nearly a lakh and a half, 

{ The State has an army of '39 cavalry, 168 infantry and 18 artillerymen 
awith 17 useful guns. The police has morethan 150 men, of whom about 75 
arg mounted, There are three schools and one hospital i in the State, Edu- 
pation is, imparted free, The Mabargwal is entitled to a salute of Aifteen guns, 
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HIS HIGHNESS RAI RAYAN MAHARAWAI. 
SHRI PRITHI SINGH]! BAHADUR 
MAHARAWAL OF BANSWARA 


The name Banswara is explained in two ways, one being that it was 
called after a Bhil Chieftain, Wasna, who had his village on the present 
site of the capital, and who was defeated and killed in 1530 by Jagmal, 
the first Chief of Bangwata, and the other attributing the name to 
bans (bamboo) which abounds in the country, The Banswara Staie 
occupies the southernmost portion of Rajputana, having an area of 1,946 
square miles. The land is fertile, and well cultivated on the west, while 
the rest of the country 1s covered with hills and jungles, The Mahi with 
its tributary, the Anas and the Airav, the Chap, and some other smaller 
rivets irrigate the land. The delightful green appearance caused by 
the verdure which the country puts on after the rains, makes the State the 
most beautiful portion of Rajputana, Malaria is prevalent for two months 
after the rains, and the climate on the whole is enervating and unhealthy, 
The rainfall averages thirty-eight inches, ‘ 

The members of the Ruling house af Banswara are Sesodia Rajputs 
of the Ahariya sept, of which the Chief of Dungarpur is the head, After 
the battle of Khanua in 1527, Jagmal (the younger son of the Chief of 
Dungarpur) separated himself from his elder brother, Prithwi Raj, and 
founded the Banswara State. The successors of Jagmal were inlers 
of no impoitance, exceptihg the two who dislingtished themselves by 
conquering Kushalgarh and Shergarh respectively. During the eighteenth 
century, Banswara, like the other States, fell a prey to the ravages of the 
Mahratlas, who exacted tribute fromit, In 1818 the Maharawal of Bans- 
wara entered intoa treaty with the British, by which he agreed to 
acknowledge them as his suzerain, and {o pay them the tribute he had 
given to the Mahrattas together with any other sum, the whole not exceed+ 
ing three-eighths of his revenue, and in return for this he was guaranteed 
protection from the Mahrattas, The tribute fluctuated from time to time) 
until it was finally fixed at Rs, 17,500 in 1904, His Highness Rai Rayan 
Maharawal Prithi Singh succeeded hig father, the late Maharawal Shambhu 
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Singh, in December 1913 and was invested with full ruling powers in 
arch 1914. He was born on the 15th July 1888, The State consists of 
one Revenue District only in charge of a Revenue Officer with an Assistant. 
He acts under the orders of the Maharawal assisted by a Minister who is 
locally called Diwan, 

His Highness the Maharawal exercises full Civil and Criminal jurisdic- 
tion himself and through his subordinates, 

The population of the Banswara Slate, according to the census of 
1911, is 187,468 spread over two towns and 1,355 villages, The Bhils form 
68 per cent of the people and are animists in religiun, while the Hindus 
constitute 34 per cent and Mahomedans 3 per cent. 

‘The language spoken by 92 per cent of the people is Bhili and 
Vagdi, both dialects based on Gujarati but intermediate between it and 
Rajasthani, while the remaining 8 per cent speak Malwi, Mewati, etc, 
Agriculture forms the main occupation of the people and is much improv- 
ing since the country was subjocted {o a regular settlement in 1906, In the 
fertile soi! on the west are found Brahmins and Patel engaged in agri+ 
culture. In the rest of the country the Bhils follow agriculture which 
they have much improved of late, The forest has been organised and a 
considerable portion reserved. Irrigation is also improving since the intro- 
duction of the regular settlement. The State is well supplied with rivers, 
streams and tanks, and an absolute water famine is an impossibility, , The 
principal rivers, he Mahi and the Anas, have never been known to fail even 
in a season of drought, but their beds are rocky,their banks high and stéep, 
andl they are of no use for supplying water to the crops, The minor rivers 
and tanks are, however, used for irrigation. 

The revenue of the State is about four lakhs, and the expendilure gues 
up to nearly three lakhs, 

The British currency ts the sole legal tender throughout the State. ‘The 
Police of the State numbers 190 of all 1anks including 17 mounted men, 
The Durbar maintains fourteen schools including one Ango-Vernacular 
School teaching up to the Rajputana Middle School Examination and one 
girls’ school, Three hospitals are maintained by the Stale, and vaccination 
is becoming popular, : 

Banswara-has postal communication wilh Namli on the Rajputana. 
Malwa line and with Sagwara and Dungarpur through Talwara and Garhi, 
From Dungaipur the line passes on the Udaipur-Chitor Railway via 
Kherwara Cantonment, There is a combined Post and ‘Telegraph office at 
Banswata. 

His Aighness the Maharawal is entitled tO a salnte of fifteen funs, 


The State bids fur to prosper well under his bencficient administralion, 
Pad 


THE HONOURABLE COLONEL HIS HIGNESS THE NAWAB 
SIR MOHAMMAD HAMID ALI KHAN BAHADUR 
G.C15.,G.C, V0, 

NAWAB OF RAMPUR 


. The Native State of Rampur, in Rohilkhand, has an area of 898 square 
miles, with a population of 581,898 scattered over six towns and 1,190 
villages, 55 per cent of the population are Hindus and the remainder | 
Mahomedans, It is a fertile country being well-watered by many streams, 

, ag the Kosi and the-Nahal, r Os , 

« Towards the end of the seventeenth century, Shah Alam and Hussain 
Khan, two brothers of the Rohilla community, sought service ander the 
Moghul‘Emperor. Daud Khan, son of Shah Alam, distinguished himsell, in 

» the Mahratta wails, and his services were recognised by his obtaining a grant 
of lands neat Budaun. In 1719 Ali Muhammad, his adopted son, obtained 
the distinction of Nawab, and a large portion of Rohilkhand, The Subah~ 
dar of Oudh, Safdar Jung, who viewed with suspicion dnd jealousy, the 
sudden rise to'power of Ali Muhammad, picked a quarrel with him, brough 
him to obedience, took over his possessions, and kept him in confinement 
at Delhi for six months, Hé was subsequently liberated and mace Gover- 
nor of Sirhind, In 1748 he managed to tegain the teiritory in Rohilkhand 
from the Emperor, Ahmad Shah Baliadur. Wheh Ali Mahammad died, his 
sons-divided the estates among themselves, the Jaghir of Rampur Kotera 
falling to the share of his ‘younger son, Faiz-ullah Khan, During the 
Mahratta invasions, the Rohilla Chiefs sought the aid of the Nawab Wazir 
of Oudh, who complied with their wishes on their promising to pay him 
forty lakhs; but they failed to do so. Thereupon the Nawab Wauir, with the 
aid of a British army, overran Rohilkhand and brought it under ‘his autho- 
rity. Paizeullah Khan awas very <fottunate, inasmuch ag ‘His case was 
tredted as an exceptional one, and he was allowed to be in posstssion 
ofhis Jaghir on. condition of military vervices which wast subsequently 
commuted for 4 cash payinent of fifleen lakhs. ‘In 1798 Faiz-tllal Khan 
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diedjand (here were serious quartels for succession, resulting in the mur- 
der of his eldest son and the usurpation of ihe estate by a younger son, 
The Nawab of Oudh, aided by the British troops, ciected the usurper 
and placed on the masvad Ahmad Ali Khan, son of the murdered prince, 
In 1801 when Rohilkhand was ceded io the British Government, they 
confirmed each member of the family in lis possessions. 

In 1857 Nawab Muhammad Yusuf Alt Khan was the Chief of 
Rampur. When the Mutiny broke out, he remained very loyal to the British 
Government, who recognised it by a grant of land valued at a Jakh anda 
quarter, besides conferring other honours and an increase of guns in his 
salute, After him came his son, His Highness the Nawab Muhammad Kalb 
Ali Khan, G.C.S. 1, C. J. E, In 1877 he was present at the Delhi Imperial 
Assemblage, when his salute was raised from thirteen to fifteen guns and 
astandard was given him, On His Highness’s death in 1887, Nawab 
Mushtak Ali occupied the gadi, but survived his elevation for only two 
years, He was succeeded by the present ruler, His Highness ithe Nawab 
Hamid Ali Khan Bahadur, as a minor, Till he attained his majority in 
1896, the affairs of the State were managed by a Council of Regency, 

The year His Highness assumed full adininistrative powers, the Slate 
was threatened by a severe famine, when public works on an extensive 
scale were taken in hand, and a very large quantity of grain was purchased 
and sold at lower than the markel rate, Since the Nawab’s accession lo 
the gadi, the Government of India have lent to the State the services of an 
Indian Official of the Uniled Provinces, He is now the Minister (Madar-ul- 
maham), and many departments are under his control, subject to the 
direction of the Nawab, The Chief Secretary, the Home Secrelary, the 
Legal Remembrancer, and the Dewan-i-sadr, are the Chief Executive 
Officers in the State. 

The Legislative Committee, formed in 1902, consists of the members 
of-the ruling family, officials, and the principal residents of the Rampur 
city. The regulations, (ramed by the commillee presided over by the 
Minister, are put before the public for criticism, 

Each of the five tahsils, into which (he State is divided, is in charge ofa 
Tahsildar, who exercises the powers of a second clags magistrate as in the 
British territory, ‘The Nazim hears all appeals in rent and revenue cases, 
The Mufti Diwani (civil court) hears suits up to Rs, 10,000, The District 
Judge decides important cases and appeals in civil sulis from the orders of 
Tahsildars and Mufti Diwani. Rampur hasa Court of Small Causes, 
There are also several special magistrates, The Chief Magistrate is 
empowered to inflict three years’ imprisonment ; the Sessious Judge can 
sentence up to five years, and (he Minister, up lo ten years; transportaion 
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for life and death-sentences are subject to the confirmation of the Nawab, 
Rampur city has a Municipality, the Commissioners being elected. 


The State army consists of a cavalry force of three squadrons of 
which two (317 strong) are Imperial Service Lancers. ‘The local forces 
number 1900 infantry and 206 artillery with 23 guns. The police 
comprises one Superintendent, one Assistant Superintendent, iwo Ins- 
pectors, 101 subordinate officers, and 409 constables, There are more 
than 125 educational institutions in the State, The State Arabic College 
draws students from all parts of India and Central Asia, An English 
school and an industrial school are located at Rampur. The Durbar 
maintains fifteen hospitals and dispensaries. 

Rice, maize and wheat are ihe principal crops. 
on bya system of small canals taken from the Bahalla and the Kosi rivers, 
Among the industries are cotton weaving, a very fine cotton damask known 
as Khes, ornamental pottery, excellent sword-blades, and other articles of 
steel, match-locks and guns, sugar-refining, and the manufacture of 
papier-maché and lacquered ware. The Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway 
traverses the State from south-east to north-west. 

His Highness has travelled all over India and England. He evinces 
a dea) of interest in education. He has contributed a large sum of money 
tothe Malomedan University Scheme, and has recently given a 
donation of Rs, 50,000 for the Unani Vedic Medical College, which ts 
to be started at Delhi. The Nawab paid from his State all expenses incurs 
red at the Tibbi Medical Conference, which held its sitlings at Delhi 
during the last week of November 1910, For some years past, he has been 
a member of the Legislative Council of the United Provinces of Agra and 
Oudh. He takes a keen interest in the affairs of his State and has already 
introduced many salutary reforms. The Revenue of Rampur is about 
forty-five lakhs, 

His Highness won the distinction of G. C. 1. Ein 1908; and at the 
last Delhi Durbar, His Imperial Majesty was pleased to confer on him the 
title of G.C. V.O. The Nawab, who is entitled to a salute of thirteen 
guns, is also an A, D, C. to Hig Majesty. 

The full titles of the Nawab are:—The Honourable Colonel His 
Highness Alijah Farzand-i-Dilpazir-i-Daulai-i-Inglishia, Mukhlis-ud-Daula 
Nasir-ul-Mulk, Amir-ul-Umara, Nawab Sir Mohammad Hamid Ali Khan 
Bahadur, Mustaid Jung, G.C.LE., GC. V.0., Nawab of Rampur, A. D.C, 
to His Imperial Majesty the King-Emperor, 

The State is in a prosperous condition, the administration being 
most efficient, The industrial advancement in the Province bespeaks 
His Highness’s solicitude for the welfare of his subjects, 
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HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJAH 
SIR PRABHU NARAIN SINGH BAHADUR, G.C.I E., 
MAHARAJAH OF BENARES 


The newly constituted Feudatory State of Benares, till recently 
known as the Family Domains of the Maharajah of Benares, isin the 
United Provinces, covering an area of 988 square miles with a population 
of nearly 375,000. It comprises the Parganas of Bhadoi and Kera 
Mangraur, together with the Fort of Rammagar and_ its appurtenances, 
The normal revenue of the State is about twenty lakhs including that of 
the Zamindari estates, ‘The Chief is entitled to a salute of thirteen guns, 

The progenitor of the family of the Maharajah of Benares was 
Mansa Ram, a Gawlem Brahmin of the Buinhar clan, who flourished 
during the reign of the Nawab of Oudh, by taking service under 
Rustum Ali, Governor of Benares. Mansa Ram oblained the grant of the 
Sarkars of Jaunpur, Chunar and Benares ; and after his death in 1739, it 
was transferred to his son, Balwant Singh, with the distinction of Rajah 
Bahadur, who was later on recognised as the Zamindar of Gangapur, 
In 1754 he paid Rs. 80,000 and obtained a reyenue-free grant of Chakia, 
In course of time, he got himself rid of the supremacy of the Nawab, 
added latgely to his holdings, built fortresses, and thus made his position 
more secure. In 1763 when the Emperor Shah Alam and the Nawab 
Shuja-ud-daula went against Bengal, Rajah Balwant Sing Bahadur joined 
them, and, afler the battle of Buxar in 1764, sought the protection of 
the British, In 1776 the ast India Company made an agreement with 
Chaitt Singh, son of Balwant, and confirmed him in his possessions, 
In 1778 and 1780 the expenses of three separate wars with the Mahrattas, 
the French and the Dutch, and Hyder Ali, drained the Bengal treasury, 
Warren Hastings, the then Governor-General, sought for extra sources 
of supply, and called upon Rajah Chaitt Singh to contribute 2,000 horse 
and five lakhs of rupees. Bul the Rajah refused or evaded compliance 
with the demand though he held his estate only for an annual payment 
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of twenty-two and a half lakhs of rupees. Thereupon, the Gov- 
ernor-General arrived in Benares and sent a guard to imprison ihe Rajah, 
A disturbance ensued, which occasioned loss of life, and Chartt Singh fled 
to Gwalior, where he died as an exile in 1810, Mahip Narayan, a grandson 
of Balwant Singh, was then recognised as Rajah. He was, however, 
stripped of all criminal powers in the whole of his estate and of the civil 
jurisdiction of the city. ‘The control of the mint was also taken away from 
him, while the revenue payable by him was also raised. In 1787 ihe 
Resident at Benares introduced a revenue settlement and many other 
salulary reforms. 


The English made an agreement with the Rajah in 1794, when they 
separated the lands he had held in his own right from the rest of the 
State, and assumed control of the same on payment of an annual 
income of a lakh of rupees. The former holdings constituted the Family 
Domains. 

The Rajah was invested with revenue powers within his estates, 
with permission to delegate those powers to any of his officials, His 
courts were allowed to try all civil and rent cases, and appeals against 
iheir decisions were decided by ihe Commissioner of the Benares Divi- 
sion, who was made the Superintendent of the Domains, the highest 
Appellate Court being the Board of Revenue. 


Rajah Mahip Narayan died in 1795, when he was succeeded by 
his son, Rajah Udit Narayan. The latter dying in 1835, his nephew, 
Maharajah Ishwari Prasad Narayan, ascended the gad, We vemained 
loyal io the British Government during the Mutiny, in recog. 
nition of which the personal distinction of “ Maharajah Bahadur" was 
conferred on him, At the Delhi Imperial Assemblage of 1877, he obtained 
the distinction of a Knight Grand Commander of the Most Exalted Order 
of the Star of India, and was subseguently granted the privilege of being 
addressed as “ His Highness", He passed away on the 13th June 1889, 
when his nephew and adopted son, the present Maharajah, Prabhu Narayan 
Singh, born on the 26th November 1855, succeeded him. In September 
1889, the personal distinctions of “His Highness the Maharajah) Baha- 
dur” were conferred on him. A sanad of adoption, according to Hindu 
faw and his family customs, was granted to bim, and he was also exempt- 
ed from personal attendance in Civil Courts, The Maharajah Bahadur 
was created a G. C. L. E, in 1898, ' 


At the Delhi Durbar of 1903, the Maharajah Bahadur, then only a 
territorial magnate, enjoyed all the honours and privileges of a Ruling 
Chief, 
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During their tour in India, Their Royal Highnesses the Prince and 
Princess of Wales, paid a visit to Benares in February 1906, when they 
honoured the Maharajah with a visil and took tea with him at the 
Ramnagar Palace. 

In March 1905, His Highness addressed a memorial to the 
Liewtenant-Governor of the United Provinces requesting that he 
and his successors might be given a defined and permanent. status 
among the Ruling Chiefs of India. The proposals of the Govern- 
ment of India for meeting the Maharajah's wishes were accepted by the 
Secretary of State for India, and by the end of 1910 His Highness took 
an honoured place among the great feudatories of the Empire, 


In November 1910, H, E. the Viceroy, Lord Minto, paid a visit to 
Benares, where, at the State banquet, His Excellency announced that 
His Highness had been made a Ruling Chief, and delivered the following 
speech :— 

“Tt is very interesting to hear that the old house in which we are as- 
sembled to-night has played its partin history ; if its ancient walls could 
speak, they would tell stirring stories of Brilish heroism, Your ancestors too, 
Your Highness, have courageously upheld the traditions of your family and 
have loyally assisted to safeguard British administration. It is, therefare, 
all the grealer satisfaction to me, on the eve of my departure from India, to be 
able to recognise the (aith(ul services of Your Highness and Your Highness’s 
predecessors. I need not at presont recount the history of Your Highness’s 
family or discuss the questions which have been raised as (othe status of the 
Rajahs of Benares, prior to and since the agreement of 1794, It is sufficient 
for me to say that YourHighness comes of an ancient house, the representatives 
of which from the time of Rajah Balwant Singh, have held a special position 
in relation, first to the court of Delhi, and afterwards to the British Govern- 
ment, That status hasin many respects resembled that of a Ruling Chief, 
and Your Highness and your predecessors have to some extent enjoyed the 
honours, powers and privileges appertaining to that rank. But there haye 
been ambiguities in the position of Your Highness’s family which have been 
a constant source of complaint and which, for the satisfaction both of yonr- 
selfand the British Government, itis desirable to remove. To effect this 
object, and in recognition of Your Highness's unique position, il has been 
decided with the concurrence of His Majesty’s Government to constitute the 
part of the family domaing of the Rajahs of Benares asa State under the 
suzerainty of lhe King-Emperor, to be held by Your Highness and your suc- 
cessors as Ruling Chiefs of the Stdte of Benares. The tracts that have been 
included in this State will comprise the Parganas of Bhadoi and Kera Mangraur 
of the (amily domains, together with the Fort of Rammagar and its appurte- 
nances, The Pargana of Kaswar Rajah will, for administrative reasons, be 
treated in fnture as part of British India, Your Highness's administration of 
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the State, so conferred, will be subject to certain restrictions and conditions 
which are necessary for safe-guarding to the residents of those territories, 
the rights and privileges they have enjoyed under the British administration, 
and the Agent to the Lieutenant-Governor will be ready at all times to assist 
and advise Your Highness. Subject to such conditions and restrictions, Your 
Highness and your successors will have fall powers of administration in the 
State of Benares. 

Your Highness, I rejoice to make this announcement to-night, not only 
becanse the distinguished services of your family have deserved well of the 
British Raj, but because I know that the Government of India can look to you 
as a wise, considerate, and loyal administrator of the affairs of your State, As 
Your Highness has said, India has of late years passed through tronblous 
times, in which, as head of the Government, it has been my earnest endeavour 
to preserve the peace of the country and to further the happiness of the 
people. It is in that direction that the assistance and co-operation of Ruling 
Chiefs must always be invaluable to the Government of India, I know full 
well that your support will never be sought in vain, and I congratulate yon on 
the recognition you have so well deserved. 

His Excellency the Viceroy, Lord Hardinge, who paid a visit to 
Benares on the 17th February 1912, at the State banquet held on the 
occasion, said, among other things :— 

During the brief period that has elapsed since the Benares Family 
Domains were converted into a regular State, Your Highness has, Iam glad 
to know, shown yourself fully worthy of the confidence beslawed on you by 
His Majesty’s Government, and I feel sure that by your continued attention to 
the needs of your subjects and with the assistance of the Political Agent you 
will do your utmost to retain that confidence, 

His Highness is a great patron of learning and a profound Sanskrit 
scholar, He has endowed the Central Hincu College, Benares most 
munificently, and takes a keen interest in the Hindu University Scheme, 
He is a great believer in education, 

Thus, by the generosity of the Supreme Government, the ancient Stale 
of Benares has been restored to its old status and privileges, and it may 
be hoped fhat the present Chief and his successors will, by their efficient 
administration and devotion to the British Government, amply justify the 
step now taken and be the cause of many more deserving States regain« 
ing their lapsed autonomy, 


HIS HIGHNESS THE NAWAB 
SIR SHERE MAHOMED KHAN BAHADUR, G.C.1 BE, 
NAWAB OF PALANPUR 


The Palanpur State in the Political Agency of the same name in the 
Kathiawar Peninsula is an ancient principality, which has been in the pos- 
session of Mahomedan rulers, called the Diwans of Palanpur, from the 
beginning of the seventeenth century, The early history of this tract is lost 
in obscurity, but the traditional account is that it was originally called 
Prahladan Patan, afler a Ponwar conqueror Prahladan Deo, and that it was 
subsequently 1e-peopled by Palansi Chauhan, alter whom the State has evi- 
dently taken its name. About the end of the fourteenth century, Palanpur 
and Deesa were conquered by an Afghan tribe of the Lohanese stock. 
These were known as the Jhaloris from Jhalor, a town which was wrested 
from them by the Moghuls in 1699. Palanpur itself has remained in the 
possession of the same family continuously up to the present time, 


The State lies on the confines of the Rajpul Slates of Jodhpur and 
Sirohi, It covers an area of 1,766 square -miles with a population of 
nearly 225,000, 8 per cent. of these are Jains, nearly 10 per cent. Maho- 
medans, and {he rest Hindus. The income of the Stale is about seven 
and a half lakhs, of which a sum of Rs, 38,461 te paid to His Highness the 
Gaekwar of Baroda as a long-established annual tribute, The climate is 
generally hot and dry and, in some months, even feverish. The average 
rainfall is about twenty-five inches, The soil in some parts, especially 
round the hills, is ferlile, but generally it is light and sandy, yielding but 
one crop ayear. The principal products are wheat, rice, and other 
grains, and sugarcane, The place is also noted for horses of a fine 
breed, four stallions being maintained in the capilal town. The southern 
and eastern portions of the State are well-wooded, and the northern parts 
are mountainous and clad with forests, There is enough pasture on 
the hills. The Banas with its tributaries Sipu and Balaram, and the Sarag- 
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vati irrigate the State, The military expenditure comes to a lakh anda 
quarter, the force consisting of nearly 200 cavalry, and 500 infantry. The 
police numbers 3000 men. There are about twenty-five educational institu- 
tions, Adequate arrangements are made for medical aid, and vaccination 
is popular, The fine and picturesque Jasor hills, about eighteen miles 
from the Palanpur town, are said to be healthy, and are soon expected to 
become a popular sanatorium. 

The Chief of Palanpur represents an ancient dynasty of Mahomedan 
rulers, who seem to have been originally vassals of Ahmedabad, Indeed 
in the days of the great Emperor Akbar, Ghazni Khan Jhalor seems to 
have opposed the Imperial forces on behalf of the Sultan of Ahmedabad, 
Ghazni Khan was imprisoned for this, but subsequently reinstated at 
Jhalor with the title of Diwan for ousting certain Afghan invaders, 
Ghazni Khan died in 1614, After him came his son, Pahar 
Khan, and brother, Malik Firoz, who conquered Palanpur, Mujahid 
Khan, son of Firoz Khan, who had aided his father in enlarging the State 
and obtaining the title of Nawab, was appointed in 1654, Faujdar 
(Governor) of Patan. Mujahid dying without issue, his brother Salim 
Khan succeeded to the gadi in 1700, The rule of Salim Khan was one 
of peace and prosperity to the State, On his death in 1708, his son, Firoz 
Khan, otherwise known as Ghazni Khan, came to the gadi, Ajitsingh 
Rathod of Jodhpur, who was elevated to the rank of Viceroy of Gujarat in 
1716, passed through Jhalor to Ahmedabad, when Firoz Khan met him 
and offered his services, in return for which he obtained the Sirohi district 
of Dantavada, About 1722 Firoz Khan passed away, and there was a 
struggle for succession between his tivo sons, Kamal Khan and Karimdad 
Khan. The latter put his brother to death and become the Chief, 
Soon afterwards, Rathod Abhay Singh, the Maharajah of Jodhpur, went 
against Sirohi, when Karimdad Khan accompanied him and obtained 
as a reward Palanpur, Dhanera, Malana, Surbakri, Dabola, Roh and 
Sarotra, all belonging to the Sirohi Chief. After Karimdad Khan came 
his son, Pahar Khan, in 1780 and ruled till 1744. In 1786 Kantaji Kadam 
and Malhar Rao Holkar pounced upon north Gujarat and plundered 
Palanpur, when Pahar Khan consented to pay a tribute of a lakh of 
rupees, Pahar Khan was succeeded by his uncle, Bahadur Khan, who was 
compelled to pay an annual tribute of ten thousand rupees to Patel Vithal 
Sakdev in 1753, and thirty-five thousand rupees to Sadashiv Ramchandra, 
a deputy of the Peshwa, in 1758. His grandson, Sher Khan, who came 
to rule in 1781 on the death of his father, Salim Khan, murdered his 
brothers lest they should dispute {he succession, On his dying in 1788 
without a male heir, his nephe v (son of his sister) Mubariz Khan, was 
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placed on the masnad, The nobles were against this arrangement, aud 
consequently they raised a revolt and made Shamsher Khan, the grand. 
son of Kamal Khan, Ruler of Palanpur. The connection of Palanpur with 
the British Government began in 1809, when their aid was sought to quell 
the factions consequent on the murder of the then Chief, Firoz Khan, by 
some nobles, The British placed on the gadi Fateh Khan, the infant son of 
the murdered Chief, with an uncle, Shamsher Khan, as guardian ; but the 
uncle and the nephew could not get on well,and in 1817 the State 
was placed under a Polilical Superintendent with a local force of 250 
men to presetve the peace, In [854 Fateh Khan died leaving four sons, the 
eldest of whom, Zorawar Khan, succeeded him. The young prince ren- 
dered valuable service to the British during the Mutiny. He died on the 28th 
August 1878, when he was succeeded by his son, the present Chiel, His 
Aighness the Nawab Sir Shere Mahomed Khan Bahadur, G.C. 1, &, 
born in 1852. His Aighness was created a KC. 1, E. in 1893, and 
five years later a G.C.LE, The title of Nawab has been recently conferred 
on him, and though the “Diwan” of Palanpur is generally entitled to a 
salute of eleven guns, it has been raised by two, asa mark of personal 
distinction in the case of this ruler, The family holds a sanad of 
adoption according to Mahomedan law and follows the law of pri. 
mogeniture in ihe matter of succession. ‘The Chief exercises full civil and 
criminal powers except in the case of British subjects, The State of 
course had ils own share in the recent trials from famine and from plague, 
but the Chief has done everything in his power to ameliorate the condi- 
tion of his people. During the thirty-four years that His Highness has 
been in charge of the State, many things have been done to improve the 
administration, Sixty-eight new villages have been formed, and a vast 
area of land hag been brought under cultivation, Much aid has been 
given to cullivators to improve well-irrigation, and no efforts have been 
spared in spreading education among his subjects, A home for orphans 
and invalid persons has been put up; the courts have been reformed and 
the other depariments of the State have also received the close super. 
vision of His Highness, 

The Sahibazda (heir-apparent), Talcy Mahomud Khan Bahadur, 
upon whom the Government of India recently conferred the honorary 
commission of Lieutendnt, is a member of the Imperial cadet corps, He 
is a great sportsman anda splendid shot. 

The full titles of the Chief are :—His Highness the Nawab Sir Shere 
Mahomed Khan Zorawar Khan Bahadur, Lohani Zubdat-ul-Mulk, GC, 
LE., Nawab of Palanpur. 

The State is well administered and the people are contented and 


MAJOR HIS HIGHNESS THE NAWAB 
SIR MOHAMED IFTIKHAR ALI KHAN BAHADUR, KCL E,, 
NAWAB OF JAORA 


Jaora is a treaty State in the Malwa Agency of Central India, cover. 
ing an area of 568 square miles. There are two towns, Jaora the capital, 
and Tal, and 337 villages, The population is nearly 82,500, of whom 74 
per cent, are Hindus, 19 per cent. Mahomedans, and the rest Jains and 
others, The most numerous sections among Hindus are Rajputs, Cha- 
mars, Kunbis and Balais, About 40 per cent. of the people live by 
agriculture and 12 per cent. by general labour. The Chambal and the 
Maleni are the only rivers of importance. Half of the total area is under 
cultivation, of which twenty-four square miles are irrigated. 17 per cent, 
of the uncultivated area is capable of irrigation, the rest being waste land, 
The prevailing language is the Rangri or Malwi dialect of Rajasthani. 


The Chiefs of Jaora claim descent from Abdul Majid Khan, an 
Afghan of the Tajik Khel, from Swat, who came to India to acquire 
wealth. His two sons, Abdul Hamid and Abdur Rashid, took — service 
about 1788 under Ghulam Kadir Khan who had put out the eyes of the 
old Emperor Shah Alam, Ghafur Khan, the youngest son of Abdul Hamid, 
formed a matrimonial alliance with Muhammad Ayaz Khan, who held a 
respectable situation at the Jaipur Durbar, When the Chiefs of Jaipur 
and Jodhpur fell out in connection with the hand of a Udaipur princess, 
Ayaz Khan helped Amir Khan, the Pindari Chieftain, in reconciling the 
two princes. Subsequently Ayaz Khan and Amir became close friends, and 
the former gave one of his daughters in marriage to the latter, who made 
Ghafur his confidential Agent and representative at the Court of Holkar, 
According to the treaty of Mandasor in 1818, Amir Khan was recognised 
as an independent Chief, and Ghafur Khan as Nawab of Jaora, ‘The lat- 
ter was confirmed in possession of Sanjit, Malhargarh, Tal, Mandawal, 
Jaora and Barauda, with powers to collect tribute from Piploda. He was 
also eegulioe to supply 500 cavalry and 500 infantry and fourteen guns to 
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the British Government, which obligation was later on commuted for a 
cash payment. 

Nawab Ghafur Khan died in 1825, when his infant son, Ghaus 
Muhammad Khan, succeeded him. In 1842 Ghaus Muhammad Khan 
obtained full administrative powers ; and in the same year the Govern- 
ment of India accepted a cash payment of Rs, 1,82,614 British coin 
for the troops to be maintained according to the terms of the trealy 
of Mandasur. During the Mutiny the Nawab remained loyal and 
rendered good service, in recognition of which the cash payment was 
reduced to Rs. 1,59,027, In 1862 he received a Sanad of adoption accord- 
ing to Mahomedan law. Onthe death of Nawab Ghaus Muhammad 
Khan in 1865, his son Muhammad Ismail Khan succeeded him as a 
minor, and on his coming ot age in 1874, he was invested with full 
powers, His administration was not a success aud the State was burdened 
with a heavy debt. He died in 1895,and was succeeded by his son, 
Iftikhar Ali Khan, who was then only twelve years old. 

During the minority of the Prince, his uncle, Yar Muhammad Khan, 
managed the affairs of the State. The young Nawab received his educa- 
tion at the Daly College, Indore, and served in the Imperial Cadet Corps 
for about fifteen months, Leaving it in 1902, he further prosecuted his 
studies under the supervision and guardianship, first, of Caplain the Hon'ble 
A. F. Napier, and, on his death, under Captain (now Major) D, Cameron of 
the Central India Horse, Both these olficers were appointed by the British 
Government to look after the young Prince. In 1906 he was given ad- 
ministrative powers. His Highness is an enthusiastic sportsman, He was 
made a K.C.I.E, on the occasion of the last Delhi Darbar. He enjoys the 
hereditary distinction of His Highness the Nawab and the personal titles 
of Fakhr-ud-Daulah and Saulat-i-Jang, and is entitled to a salute of 
thirteen guns. 

The soil is of the best black cotton variety, and it is pronounced to 
be the richest in Malwa. Excellent crops of poppy are grown 1n the State. 
The other principal crops ate jowar, cotton, maize and wheat. The 
revenue of the Slate, which 1s about nine lakhs, 1s collected in cash in 
four instalments, The British rupee is the medium of exchange, 

Jaora town, the capital of the State, is 1,600 feet above the sea-level, 
with an area of two and a half square miles, It is on the Ajmer 
Khandua Branch of the Rajputana-Malwa Railway, 432 miles from 
Bombay. [{ was originally in the possession of the Khatki Rajputs, 
but during the rule of Ghafur Khan, it was made his capital town. 
Its population is nearly 25,000, of whom Hindus form 43 per cent. 
and Mahomedang 41 per ceut. In the town ate located two hospitals, 
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a guest house, a high school, two minor educational institutions, a jail, a 
Post and Telegraph Office, and several sarais, The court building is a 
grand palatial structure, which has cost the State a sum of over a lakh of 
rupees. It is the most prominent building in the town, 

Tal, also known as Tal-Mandawal, is eighteen miles from Jaora station 
on the Rajputana-Malwa Railway, In the sixteenth century it was under 
the Moghul rulers, and in 1810 under Holkar, According to the Treaty of 
Mandasur, it was assigned to Ghafur Khan in 1818, It is a Municipality, 


The Army consists of 54 regular cavalry, 107 infantry, and 
17 artillery with 17 guns, There are 820 men for the regular police, 
and 826 men for the rural police. Besides the Barr High School, which 
trains students for the University Entrance Examination, the State main- 
tains ten other educational institutions, There tre two hospitals in Jaora 
town, one for males and the other for females, and five dispensaries in the 
districts. 

There are seven Tahsils or Districts in the State—Jaora, Barauda, 
Berkhera, Malhargarh, Nawabganj, Sanjeet, and Tal, each under a Tahsil - 
dar, who exercises the dual functions of collector of revenue and magis- 
trate of the district. The courts were organized in 1885 on the lines similar 
to those in British territory, The Chief holds final powers in all 
administrative, civil and judicial matters. But sentences of death are 
subject to confirmation by the Agent to the Governor-General. 

The administration is at present controlled by a Council of State, 
of which His Highness the Nawab is the President. Mr, J. Rustomji, 
B.4,, who was lately in the service of the Bhopal State ag Assistant 
Judicial Minister, is the Chief Secretary to His Highness and Vice-Presi- 
dent of the State Council, The Council 1s constituted of a President, a Vice- 
President, and three other members, 

His Highness has very wisely undertaken a regular survey and settle- 
ment in the State. The work of survey was finished about a year’ ago, 
and the settlement operations are nearing completion, It is expected 
that the settlement will acd to the prosperity of (be cultivators, 


The State enjoys the advantage of having an intelligent and educated 
young Chief who is well-equipped for admimstrative work, and_ this, 
together with its natural resources, must contribute to ils progress and 
prosperity. 
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H, H, THE RAJAH OF TIPPBRAH 


HIS HIGHNESSTHE RAJAH 
BIRENDRA KISHORE DEVA VARMA MANIKYA BAHADUR 
RAJAH OF TIPPERAH 


Looking at a map of India, one may find to the rightof the southern 
part of Eastern Bengal and Assam, a yellowor a green patch of territory 
lying in marked relief to the uniform red of the adjoining British 
Districts, This is the Native State of Tipperah or ‘ Hilt Tipperah," as it 
has come to be called, in contradistinction to the British District of 
Tipperah, which was formerly a partof the once Independent Kingdcm of 
Tipperah but which is now held by the Ruler of the State as a Zamindari 
in the British Territory, forming an impartible appanage of the State, It 
has an area of 4,086 square miles and a population, according to the last 
Census, of 229,643, spread over one town (Agartala) and 14638 villages. 69 
per cent. of these are Hindus, 26 per cent, Mahomedans, 8 per cent. Bud- 
hists, and the remainder mainly Animists, 91 per cent, live by agriculture 
and 8 per cent, by industries, 44 per cent. speak Tippera or Mrung, and 
40 percent, Bengali, and the remainder, languages of the Kuki-Chin group, 
such as Manipuri and Hallam, 

As the name “ Hill Tipperah ” indicates, the country is very hilly, 
being traversed by numerous ranges, varying in height from 1C0 feet to 
over 3,000 feet, These are generally overgrown with luxuriant vegetation, 
and the intervening valleys are drained by meandering rivers that often 
change their courses and leave at intervals swamps of considerable area, 
The plains for the most part fringe the border, but vast fertile tracts not 
infrequently occur in the interior, where they presenta striking contrast 
to the precipitous hill ranges running roughly parallel to one another. 

The climate is healthy and salubrious. The annual rainfall averages 
about ninety inches and is generally seasonable, The land is fertile, and the 
people are mainly agricultural. ‘The uncultivated portions of the territory 
form an extensive forest area, which is an important source of revenue, 
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The State has been geologically surveyed, and traces of some minerals of 
economic importance have also been found, 

The population is divided into two distinct classes, hillmen and those 
belonging to the plains. Tripuras, who form a relic of the ancient in. 
habitants of the country, constitute the most important section of the for- 
mer class while the latter mainly consist of Bengalee Hindus and 
Mahomedans. 

Various theories have been advanced as to the origin of the name 
Tripura, but only two amongst them are noteworthy. The one is pro- 
pounded by the “ Rajmala”’ or “ The chronicles of the kings,” a work of 
great interest and rare historic value, which was commenced as early as the 
fifteenth century. The Ruling family, according to the Rajmala, is des- 
cended from Drudhya, son of Jajati, of the Lunar Race, who, as the great 
epic the Mahabharat says, was disinherited by his father, King Jajati, and 
migrated to the Kirat land in the east where, after conquering several kings 
of the locality,he established a great kingdom with Tribeg as its capital, His 
son or, according to another stoyy, his descendant—Tripur, was the foun- 
der of the dynasty and the originator of the name of Tripura. The other 
tradition is based on the “ Pithimala,” according to which the country 
acquired the name as the place where a certain gocldess lost her arms, and 
had been known as Tripura long before the events narrated in the Mahabha- 
rata occurred, The Rajmala gives an interestingi genealogical table, accord. 
ing to which the present Maharajah is the 175th in descent from the foun- 
der of the dynasty. Tripur’s son, Trilochana, is mentioned in the Maha. 
bharata as the King of Tripura, The State has a separate era of its own, 
the present year being 1822 T, E. The era began in commemoration of 
a successful invasion of Bengal by Rajah Bir Raj, from whom the present 
Rajah is the ninety-fourth in descent, | 

The State pays no tribute,but it is subject to the Nazarana rules, Both as 
regards its own constitution and its relations with the British Government, 
it holds a unique position. As already mentioned, His Highness, besides 
being the ruler of the Stale proper, holds extensive landed property in the 
Chakla Roshnabad and the Laharpur Estates, which cover altogether an 
area of nearly 600 square miles, and yield an annual income of about nine 
lakhs. The succession is hereditary, subject to the nomination of the 
Ruling Chief and to the formal recognition by the Paramount Power 
There is a resident British Political Agent in the capital town, Extradi- 
tion between British India and the State is governed by the general laws 
on the subject, and the internal affairs ara in the hands of the Ruler who 
enjoys full administrative powers. is Highness is entitled to a galute 
of thirteen guns, ; 
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The present capital is Agartala. The State proper yields an annual 
income of about eleven lakhs of rupees. Education is free, and there are 
a number of charitable dispensaries and hospitals, the most important of 
which is the Victoria Memorial Hospital in the capital town, one of the 
best institutions of its kind in India) The Zamindaris are under a Mana- 
ger, with headquarters at Comilla. 


The early history of the dynasty is divided into two distinct periods : 
the traditional period extending up to 1407 A.D,, for information regard- 
ing which we must look to the “ Chronicles ” solely, and the historical 
period since 1407 which is treated both in the Rajmala and by the contem- 
porary Mahomedan writers, The traditional petiod probably wit- 
nessed the kings of Tippera engaged in hostility with the neigh- 
bouring sovereigns of Kamrup, Arakan, Cachar and Rangamati, the 
names of the sixty-ninth, King Pratip, and the seventy-fourth, Rajah 
Jagartha, being prominent in the chronicles,—the latter having conquered 
the Jast-mentioned kingdom and made the chief town of the place his 
capital, it was in the days of the ninety-sixth King of Tipperah, Sang- 
thafa, that complications arose with the Hindu Kingdom of Gour about 
the attempted arrest by the Tipperah King of one Hirabanta, a leading 
officer of the Gour Raj, who, though a resident of Tipperah, had defied 
the King's authority, The King of Gour at once sent a large force to 
invade Tripura, and for atime Sangthafa was eager to sue for peace, 
but his queen protested, and herself led the Tipperah forces against 
the enemy’s troops and utterly routed them, This reverse was partly 
retrieved, when later on Tugral Khan, the “Malik” of Gour, assisicd 
Ratnafa, the ninety-ninth Rajah, in establishing his claims to the kingdom 
asa nominee of his father, King Dumarfa, by overthrowing his elder 
brother who had ascended the throne. Jt was Tugral who bestowed 
upon Ratnafa, as a mark of honour, the title of “Manikya” or jewel in 
return for a friendly present of a rare gem—a title which the rulers of the 
State assume to this day, 


The main feature of the history of the kingdom duting a considera- 
ble period after this, was the continued struggle between the invading 
Mahomedan hosts bent on overrunning and subjugating it and the 
kings who not only bravely withstood these attacks for over a 
century but occasionally crossed over the Megna and ravaged 
Bengal down io the Gangesin retaliation, The great King, Dharma 
Manikya—to whose glorious reign (he tank Dharmasagar of Comilla town 
bears testimony to this day—invaded Bengal and returned after defeating 
Sultan Abdul Mojahed Ahammed Saha and looting his capital. The 
names of the Rajahs, Dhanya Manikya, Bijoy Manikya, and Kalyan 
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Manikya are also conspicuous in connection with the struggle with the 
Mahomedan invaders, 
Roy Chaichag, the Commander-in-Chief of Dhanya Manikya, utterly 
routed the Mahomedans twice, the stratagem used on one occasion being 
. a Clever piece of generalship. The lipperah forces, which were greatly out- 
numbered by the attacking army, showed signs of retreat, and, as the 
invaders pursued them and began to cross the apparently dry bed of the 
Gunti, the carefully raised embankment further up that had held in check 
a mighty torrent of water was broken down, and the stream rushed out and 
washed away more than half the army. 
. The ancient Kingdom of Tripura made conquests from time to time 
and gained possessions, which its victorious armies extended from the 
Sunderbans in the west to Burma in the east. The military prestige of the 
Rajahs was high during the sixteenth century and rose to its zenith in the 
days of Rajah Bijoy Manikya, to whose prowess the Aiii Akbar? bears ample 
testimony, It was not till the beginning of the seventeenth century that 
the Moghuls obtained a footing in the country. A century of struggle led to 
the Mahomedan occupation of a portion of the plains which finally came 
under British rule in 1765. It is this territory that is now, as already 
mentionéd, held by the Ruler of Tripura as a Zamindari appended to the 
State. Hill Tipperah proper or . Independent Tipperah”, as it is still 
popularly called, was never subjugated by the Moghuls, and the Chief holds 
it by virtue of his own inherent title to it. 

Coming down to modern times, we reach the days of Maharajah 
Ishan Chandra Manikya, whose death brought about a long-standing 
dispute as to the succession. This resulted in the ullimate assumption of 
the gadi by Maharajah Bir Chandra Manikya, Ishan Chandra’s brother, 
Although the comparatively long rule of Maharajah Bir Chandra was not 
without ifs trials and troubles, the reforms that ultimately brought the ad- 
ministration of the State into accord with advanced ideas began in his 
time under the auspices of the successive able Ministers to whom the 
Maharajah entrusted the management of his territory. Bir Chandra was 
succeeded by his eldesi son, Maharajah Radba Kishore, in 1806 'T, B, 
(1896-97). The works of reform referred to above were pushed on 
vigorously during the twelve years of Maharajah Radha Kishore 
Manikya’s rule, The gross income of the State and the Zamind. 
aries rose from nine to nineteen lakhs, The revenue administration 
was placed on a sound basis, and communications were improved ; Post 
Offices and Telegraph Stations were opened throughout the territory, 
The Police and the Judiciary were brought up to modern standards, afd 
educational institutions and hospitals sprang up even in the most secluds 
ed parts in the interior, The question of succession was also placed on 
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and a firm and satisfactory footing, and the Paramount Power accorded 
its approval to His Highness’s proposal. Maharajah Radha Kishore breath- 
ed his last on the 12th March 1909, at Benares, during a pilgrimage. 

His Highness the Bisama-Samara-Bejoyee Mahamahodaya Pan- 
chasrijukta Rajah Birendra Kishore Neva Varma Manikya Bahadur, the 
present ruler, assumed charge of the Raj on the 29th Falgoon,13th March 
1909. The installation ceremony took place on the 25th November 1909 
and was attended by His Honour Sir Lancelot Hare, the Lieutenant- 
Governor of the now defunct Province of Eastern Bengal and Assam. 


His Highness is thirty-two years of age, having been born on the 3rd 
November 1883; and has an heir duly nominated, Srila-Srijukta Bir Bikram 
Kishore Deva Varma; Jubraj Goswami Bahadur. His Highness has 
married in the Ruling family of Nepal. Handsome, accomplished, and 
amiable in manners, the present Ruler of the State is a striking personality. 
A painter and musician of considerable merit, His Highness is a man 
of taste and literary habits. The Rajah takes a keen interest in 
industrial and other useful arts. He is thus a worthy grandson of the late 
Maharajah Bir Chandra, whose fame in those respects has spread far and 
wide, His Highness's education was carefully altended to by the late 
Chief who had placed him in charge of an eminent European tutor, The 
Rajah is a keen sportsman. 

The State is divicled into eight administrative divisions—Agartala, 
Udaipur, Sonamura, Bilania, Khowai, Dharmanagar, Kailashahar, and 
Sabrum, cach under a Magistrate-Collector, who corresponds to a 
District Officer in British terrilory, ancl who is responsible to the Minister 
except in judicial matters. The Chief Court is known as the Khas Adalat 
and has six judges, one of whom presides over the original side and 
tries sessions cases, An appellate Bench of the Adalat hears all appeals, 
criminal and civil, 

The State maintains a military force of some 350 of all ranks, The 
police has on its rolls nearly 850 men and officers, Among educational 
institutions there ig. a High School, and about one hundred and fitly 
Middle English and Primary schools, There is an Artisan School, in 
which carpentry and brass and iron-work are taught. Boarding-houses 
are attached to the High School, accommodation and medical aid being 
provided free. The Durbar has established a special boarding-house for 
the sons of Thakurs, and such of them as have a desire to enter the State 
service undergo special training, Special arrangements have been made 
for the education of ihe boys of the Ruling family. 

Agartala, the capilal of the State, is divided into two paris, the ald 
town and the new, respectively on the left and right banks of the Haora 
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river. The palace of the Chief is in the new town, In the old town there 
is a temple containing fourteen deities whose heads are wrought in gold, 
Agartala has a municipality. Udaipur village is the ancient capital of the 
State. it has a temple, dedicated to Tripureswari, which is the second in 
importance in Eastern Bengal, and thousands of pilgrims resort to it. It 
was built in the sixteenth century, 

The principal crop is rice; the other crops are jute, tobacco,sugarcane, 
mustard, chillies and onions. The hill products are cotton, chillies and 
sesamum. The pastural cultivation known as jhum is almost common 
among hillmen, and so the Durbar adopted measures some yeais ago to 
induce the Tipperahs to start plough cultivation, To encourage this, they 
have established some agricultural banks, Of the two breeds of bulfaloes, 
Manipuri and Bangar, the former are thought to be stronger, There 
are extensive grazing grounds. 

Coarse colton cloths are woven by the Manipuri and Tipperah women, 
Agartala, Khowai, Kailashahar, Udaipur, Bisalyarh and Mohanpur are 
the important centres of trade, At some of these cenires annual fairs are 
held, where the hill tribes make their purchases from merchants that 
go from the British districts, Traffic is carried on chiefly by water ; when 
the rivers are not navigable, rafts and canoes are used. 

The hill tribes follow some primitive ‘customs of marriage, Any 
young man wishing to marry a girl should serve in her father’s house for 
one or two years, Infant marriage is uncommon; divorce and widow 
remarriage are allowed among sections of hill people. 

As a peace-maker His Highness has shown great capacity wilh the 
brief period that has elapsed since his accession. Te has gathered round 
him all the members of the family including some former claimants to the 
Raj, and has thereby removed all sources of discontent, 

His Highness takes a keen and active interest in the affairs of the 
State and in the well-being of his subjects, and he is always in touch with 
the Minister and the administrative machinery of the Raj, Under his rule 
the State is assured a prosperous future. 


HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJAH 
RAJENDRA NARAYAN BHUP BAHADUR 
MAHARAJAH OF COOCH BEHAR 


* Cooch Behar, a Feudatory State in North Bengal, situated about 
halt way between the Bhutan Himalayas and the southward bend of the 
Brahmaputra, is a low-lying plain covering an area of 1,807 square miles, 
The population is 592,965 spread over 1,192 villages and four towns, 
Cooch Behar, the head-quarters, Matabhanga, Haldibari and Dinhata. 70 
per cent, ot the population are Hindus aud the resl| Mahomedans, The 
Rajbansis or Koch form the bulk of the population, and constitute 
a distinct caste, while the Nasyas and Shaikhs, who were originally 
Rajbansis, have embraced Mahomedanism. Several large rivers pass 
through the State, but no drainage channels can be cut to any of them, 
as in the rains they will lead to floods. The principal rivers are the ‘Tista, 
the Dharla, the Torsa, the Kaljani and the Raidak, The soil is alluvial, 
The temperature is seldom excessive, and the annual rainfall is 125 
inches, 

The principal crops are rice, maize, various pulses, oil seeds, tobacco, 
jute, sugar-cane, etc, Although there are many tanks, pipe-wells, and tube- 
wells, the State depends on rainfall for cultivation; but, nevertheless, there 
has never been a famine at any time. Coarse cotton fabrics and cloths of 
variegated colours are prepared for local use, besides a considerable 
amount of excellent gunny cloth. ‘Three metre gauge railways run in the 
Slate, namely the Cooch Behar State Railway, the Eastern Bengal State 
Railway, and the Bengal-Duar Railway. Of the rivers in the State, the 
Kaljani is a deep stream, and carries on considerable traffic. The 
most important ferry is that over the Tista, 

The tract, now known as Cooch Behar, was, in the fifteenth century, 
under the sway of a family of Khen Kings. Later on, there was anarchy, 
when independent local rulers, known as Bhuiyas,founded numerous petty 
principalities. Lt is traditionally believed thal a Koch Chief, named 
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Chandan, established a new kingdom in the beginning of the sixteenth 
century. He was succeeded by his cousin, Biswa Singh, who became a 
powerful ruler by subduing the whole tract from ihe Karatoya on the 
west to the Barnadi on the east. About 1540, his son, Nar Narayan, with 
the help of his brother, Silaras, added largely to his dominions, and even 
attacked the neighbouring Mahomedan rulers. After the death of 
Silarai, his son, Raghu, caused great disturbance in the State, and this led 
Nar Narayan to hand over a tract of country lying to the east of the 
Sankosh river to Raghu. After this, the Koch power began to decline, 
Nar Narayan passed away in 1584, and he was succeeded by his son, 
Lakshmi Narayan, A quarrel soon broke out between him and Raghu’s 
son, Parikshit, Lakshmi Narayan sought the aid of the Moghul 
Emperor, and thus became his vassal. The Koch kingdom then fell on 
evil days, and large portions of it were annexed gradually by the Ahoms, 
the Moghuls, and the Bhotias, until what makes the present State of Cooch 
Behar only remained to the descendants of Biswa Singh. In 1773 the 
Rajah of Cooch Behar entered into a treaty with the East India Company, 
whereby he acknowledged their supremacy ; and in 1780 he made over 
one-half of lus annual income, and accepted a permanently fixed moiety 
of Rs. 67,700. Since that time the State has had a peaceful existence, 
and its rulers have always remained loyal and friendly to the Paramount 
Power, 

‘The late Maharajah, His Highness Sir Nripendra Narain Bhup Baha- 
dur, G.C.1.'E., GC. B,, born on the 4th October 1862, was hardly a year 
old when his father, Maharajah Naraindra Narayan Bhup Bahadur died, 
Proper arrangements were mate for the admunistration of the State duri ing 
the minority of the Prince, He had the benefit of an excellent edu- 
cation, first at the Wards’ Institute, Benares ; later at the Bankipur Col. 
lege, Patna, under the guardianship of Mr, H.St. Kneller, and finally at the 
Presidency College, Calcutta, While the Prince was-yet a student, his State 
rendered very valuable aid in the Bhutan war of 1868-65, which was recog- 
nized by the presentation of two guns, Atthe Imperial Assemblage of 
1877 he received a medal and a sword. In March 1878, he married the 
eldest daughter of Babu Keshub Chandia Sen, the famous Brahmo refor- 
mer. The marriage was the subject of much talk at the time ; but it provedl 
to be a most happy one in every way, and this connection with the great 
Keshub has been a moral asset to the State, Prince Nripendra Narayan 
then completed his education in England, where he remained for nearly 
two years under the guardianship of Surgeon-Major (now Sir) Benjamin 
Simpson and Mr. Kneller, and returned to Coooh Behar by the end of 
1879. On.the8th November 1883, he was installed as the Chief of the State 
by the, Lieutenant-Governor-of Bengal. In 1885 the Government 


H. H, THE MAHARAJAH OF COOCH BEHAR 281 


of India recognized the titles of Maharajah, and Bhup Bahadur, as heredi- 
tary, and also made him an Honorary Major in the British Army, where 
he eventually held a Coloneley, Accompanied by his wife and children, 
His Highness went to England in 1887 and was present at the Diamond 
Jubilee of Her Most Gracious Majesty Queen-Empress Victoria, who was 
pleased to invest the Maharajah with the insignia of G. C, I, E. In the 
same year Her Highness the Maharani Sahiba won the distinction of the 
Crown of India, In 1888 the Maharajah established the Brahmo Samaj_ 
at Cooch Behar and also founded the Victoria College. His Highness-~ 
granted a settlement of revenue to his subjects for thirty years, Among 
his other benefactions are the India Club established at Calcutta in 1882, 
the Nripendra Narayan Hall founded at Jalpaiguri in 1888, the Lowis 
Jubilee Sanitarium started at Darjeeling in 1887, and the Anandamayi 
Dharamsala (almshouse) established in 1889. 

His Highness was a distinguished and enthusiastic mason. In 1887, 
while in England, he won the masonic honour of Past Grand Senior 
Warden of England. In 1890 he was made District Grand Master of Bengal, 
and in the year following, District Grand Mark Master of Bengal, The 
Maharajah was alsoa greatsportsman and has recorded his experiences 
as a shikari in a book, ‘! Thirty-seven years of big game shooting ” 
published in 1909. He was an Honorary A. D.C, to His Majesty the 
King-Emperor, He spent the greater part of his time in England for 
the education of his children, 

After a prolonged illness His Highness passed away in London on 
the 21st September 1911, Her Highness the Maharani received messages 
of condolence from Their Majesties the King and the Queen, Her Majesty 
Queen Alexandra, the Gaekwar of Baroda, the Rajah of Pudukottai, and 
Lords Crew, Curzon, Lonsdale and Minto, The funeral took place with 
full military honours, 

The Maharajah loomed large in the public life of Bengal, A cultur- 
ed Prince, a great philanthropist, and an ardent reformer, he was one of 
the most pooular rulers of his time, and his death was mourned all over 
Bengal. Thoroughly anglicized in ideas and tastes, he had a large circle 
of European friends, who often enjoyed his ready hospitality and greatly 
appreciated his genial company. His son, the present Chief, Maharajgah 
Rajendra Narayan, born in 1882, has had the rare advantage of a high 
class English education both at Eton and at Oxford, He holds a Commis. 
sion inthe Imperial yeomanry, and is also a member of the Imperial 
Cadet Corps, He comes~to inherit his ancient State amidst the good 
wishes of his father’s numerous friends, who have every reason to predict 


for him a successful andl-q highly useful reign, 
For adininistrative purposes the State is divided into five sub-divisions, 
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Cooch Behar, Dinhata, Matabhanga, Mekhliganj and Tufanganj, The 
State is governed by a Council with the Maharajah as President, the 
Superintendent of the State as Vice-President, the Dewan as Revenue 
Member, and the Civil and Sessions Judge, as Judicial Member, 
The Superintendent is the executive head of criminal justice, police, jail, 
education, public works, and other minor departments, The Dewan is 
in charge of the Revenue Department exercising the powers of a Collectons 
in British territory and occasionally those of a Commissioner. Naib 
Ahlkars and Sub-Naib Ahikars are in charge of sub-divisions, The highest 
tribunal in the State is the Council, and the other imporlant Courts are 
those of the Civil and Sessions Judge and the Assistant Sessions Judge, 
The Sessions Judge is invested with all the criminal powers according to the 
provisions of the Criminal Procedure Code, except the passing of capital 
punishment, He exercises the civil jurisdiction of a District Judge, and 
hears appeals against the decisions of the Assistant Civil Judges, and the 
Naib and Sub-Naib Ablkars, He is also an ex-officio Registrar. The 
Faujdari Ahlkar has the powers of a District Magistrate, and the Naib and 
Sub-Naib Ahlkars have both civil and criminal jurisdiction, The Faujdari 
Ahlkar is their immediate superior in criminal matters, and the Civil Judge 
in civil matters, 

The normal revenue of the state is about twenty-five lakhs, Before 
the advent of the British, the State collected the revenue from Jotdars 
or persons holding revenue-paying estates, but in 1790 Ijaradars or 
farmers became responsible for the collection of the assessment, ‘This 
procedure caused much confusion and disorder; and so, during the 
minority of the late Maharajah,a thorough survey and settlement was 
made direct with the Jotdars; and in 1877 the demand was fixed at nine 
jakhs anda half, The settlement of 1897 raised it to twelve lakhs and a 
half, There are no customs and transit duties of any kind in the State, 
nor is there any tax on salt. The Chief is entitled to a salute of thirteen 
guns, 

In the absence of municipalities in the Stale, there are town commit. 
tees, consisting of official and non-official members subject to the control 
of the State Council. The Durbar maintains 160 sepoys and sowars, ‘The 
police, rural and municipal, has on its rolls nearly 2000 men of all ranks, 
Che principal educational institutions are the Victoria College, the High 
School in the Cooch Behar town, and eight other high schools, Medical 
relief is afforded at ten dispensaries, and vaccination is popular, 

Endowed with a good soil and possessing many natural advantages, 
comparatively free from the ravages of periodical famines and blessed 
with a highly gifted intellectual ruler, Cooch Behar has certainly 4 
prosperous future before it, 
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HIS AIGHNESS MAHARAJAH 
SIR RANBIR SINGH BAHADUR, K.C.S. 1, 
MAHARAJAH OF JIND 


In respect of its extent and importance the Jind State stands the second 
in what are known as the three Phulkian States, i, ¢., Patiala, Jind and 
Nabha, It has an area of 1,268 square miles, anda population of 271,728, It 
yields an annual revenue of nearly sixteen lakhs Itis one of the States that 
came into prominence during the latter half of the eighteenth century, when 
the Punjab was much disturbed by successive Mahomedan invasions 
from the North-west. It was consolidated into a strong principality by 
Rajah Gajpat Singh, the mateinal giandfather of the great Ranyit Singh, 
Lion of the Punjab, The modern Staic of Jind consists af three detached 
tracts, Sangrur, Jind and Dadri, constituting three sepaate administrative 
tahsils, The chief sources of irrigation are wells and canals from the larger 
rivers of the Punjab, The Dadri tahsil is subject to constant drought, Owing 
to the scattered character of the State, neither the climate nor the rainfall 
can be said to be uniform. The average rainfall 1s eighteen inches. Nearly 
three-fourths of the people are Hindus, about 10 per cent Sikhs and the 
rest Mahomedans, Jains and Christians, The languages spoken are 
Punjabi, Bangru, Abir Bati and Hindustani. 66 per cent of the people live 
by agriculture. he chief exports are wheal, barley, gram, cotton, maize, 
millet, ghee and gur, and the imports, piece goods, grocery, biass waies, 
sugar, rice, etc, There is much cattle and camel breeding, Jind being 
known for a fine breed of milch buffaloes Beyond a few fodder 
reserves, there are pio forests worth mentioning, The fauna and 
floia are similar to those of the adjoining tracts in the Punjab, The 
important industies are the manufacture of gold and silver orna- 
ments, leather and wood work, country cloth and pottery. Sangrur and 
Dadrt are noted for their leather goods, shoes, harness and well-gear ; at 
Sangrur articles of decent furniture after the English model are prepared, 
The women do embroidery work both for local sale and for exportation 
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In the Ludhiana-Dhuri-Jakhal Railway, opened in 1901, the State owns 
an important share, The Southern Punjab Railway and ihe Rajputana- 
Malwa Railway also pass through portions of the State, 

Unfortunately the Dadri District is most exposed to the ravages of 
famine. The severity of the famine of 1899-1900 is still fresh in the 
minds of the people, and the State spent nearly two lakhs and a half on 
relief measures, 

For purposes of administration the Stateis divided inlo three 
Nizamats and three Tahsils, Each Tahsil is sub-divided into Police 
circles, the Sangrur Tahsil containing three, and Jind and Dadri two 
each. Each Nizamat is under the control of a Nazim, under whom 
works a Tahsildar, Nazims and Tahsildars exercise judicial powers, The 
Nazim almost corresponds to a District Magistrate in British territory, 
and all appeals from him lie to the Sadar Adalat, Further appeals are 
heard by the Council Wizarat which is next in rank to the Ijlas-i-Khas or 
the Court of the Maharajah, ‘The codes and laws in existence are similar 
to those obtaining in British territory with certain modifications, 

The Dewan controls the Finance, Excise and Revenue ; the Army 
and the Police are undera Commander-in-Chiel ; and the judicial 
administration is looked after by an Adalti or Minisler of Justice, The 
heads of departments go to constitute the Council Wizarat, Several 
archzeological remains said to be associaled with the famous battle of, 
Kurukshetra, lie within the boundarics of the State, Thera has been a 
marked progress in education during the reign of the present Maharajah, 

The history of Jind begins with Rajah Gajpat Singh (1764-1789), the 
grandfather of Maharajali Ranjit Singh on the maternal side, He distin« 
guished himself greatly in the wars against the Mahomedans and eslablish- 
ed his rule firmly at Jind, having put up a large brick fort in that town. 
His son and successor, Rajah Bhag Singh, was the first among the great 
Cis-Sutlej Chiefs to seek the alliance of the British Government. Bhag 
Singh was associated with General Lake, and his great influence among 
the Punjab Chiefs was always used on the side of the English. On one 
occasion he held Saharanpur for them when Colonel Ochterlony was in 
pursuit of the Mahrattas under Jaswant Rao Holkar, It was mainly through 
his influence that his nephew, the yreat Ranjit Singh,.was prevented from 
espousing the cause of the Mahrattas, Until his death in 1819, Bhag 
Singh continued to be a friend and ally of the English, and was the means 
of all the happy relationship thal subsisted between the Sikh Chiefs and 
the East India Company. The reign of his son and successor, Tatteh 
Singh, was a short and uneventful one; he died on the 8rd February 
1822, leaving a son eleven years old, Rajah Sangal Singh, The latter joined 
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the majority in 1834 without issue, when Rajah Sarup Singh, his second 
cousin, succeeded him. Sarup Singh came very much under British 
influence, and Jind was one of the best administered States in the Punjab 
duing his time. He was friendly to the English all through the 
second Sikh War; and when the Mutiny taged, he rendered sig. 
nal service 1o them by fighting personally with his army through- 
out the struggle at Delhi with great valour. His troops. took a promi~ 
nent part in sealing the walls side by side with the British Troops. Rajah 
Sarup Singh was the only Chief in India who led his army in person, 
In his despatch of the 22nd September 1857 announcing the fall of Delhi, 
General Wilson brought “prominently to notice the admirable service 
performed by the Rajah of Jind and his troops, who are said not only to 
have discharged harassing dutics in the constant escort of convoys but‘ 
have aided the General on more than one occasion in the field and finally 
to have participated in the capture and assault of Delhi.’ The Governar- 
General, in his notification of the 5th November 1857, declared that the 
steady support of the Rajah of Jind called for the marked thanks of the 
Government, In recognition of Sarup Singh’s setvices the Dadri territory, 
575 square miles in extent, was conferred on him; thirteen villages in the 
Kulatan Ilaqa were also ceded in perpetuity; and asamatk of great 
honour the confiscated house of the rebel Shahzada Mirza Abu Bakar in 
Delhi was mde over to the Rajah, A sanad, dated 5ih May 1860, conferred 
on him full sovereignty over his ancestral and acquired possessions. He 
was madea G, CG, SI, in September 1863, but before he was invested 
with the insignia, he passed away on the 26th January 1864, He was known 
for his princely bearing ahd was ever a true and loyal friend of the British, 
He wa’ succeeded by his son, Raghbir Singh, 

Soon after his coming to the gadi there was a general revolt among 
the people of Dadi instigated by certain malcontents who misiepresented 
to them the administrative measures introduced by the new ruler; but it 
‘was plomptly put down by him, and peace was restored, He was useful to 
the Supreme Government in suppressing the Kuka outbreak of 1872 He 
was made a G, C,S, I.in 1876 and a Councillor of the Empire in 1877. A 
contingent of his army sérved in the Afghan War, and he was teacy to 
assist the Supreme Power with his troops in the Egyptian Campaign of 1882 
though the Government was not in a position to accept the offer, He died 
in 1887, He was an able and sympathetic ruler and under him Jind im- 
proved in many directions. He was a Prince of gieat taste and took keen 
inlerest in yardening, He encouraged industries and did every thing in 
his power to improve agricultue, He was succeeded by lus eight-year. 
old grandson, the present Mahatajah Sir Ranbir Singh, 
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During the minority of the Prince a Council of Regency carried on 
the administration, He was invested with full powers in November 1899 
at a Durbar held in Sangrur.” Immediately after his accession he had to 
face the terrible famine of 1899-1900. His famine administration was 
one of which he might well be proud. His Highness has closely fol. 
lowed in the footsteps of his grandfather and his great-grandfather, and 
undet his care the State has reaped many benefits, He has taken several 
reforms on hand, The Accounts Department has been thoroughly re« 
organised and placed under an Accountant-General, Public Works have 
taken a strong hold on His Highness’s attention. Among the important 
works that have been completed in recent years may be mentioned the 
Raj High School and Lady Minto-Ranbir Girls’ School at Sangrur, the 
Ranbir Skating Rink in the Mehtab Bagh, the grain markets at Sangrur 
and Julana, the Record Office, The Victoria Golden Jubilee Hospital, 
Victoria Female-Hospital, and Rivaz-Ranbir Veterinary Hospital. His 
Highness has spent about Rs. 8,00,000 on buildings of public utility 
during his reign, An orphanage to be called Ranbir Silver Jubilee 
Orphanage is to be constructed, the foundation stone of which was laid 
by His Highness. The establishment by private enterprise of a Ginning 
Factory at Sangrur (called Ranbir Mills) and another at Jind, and a cer- 
tain number of Flour Mills, is due to His Highness’s encouragement and 
patronage. Excellent barrack lines have been put up for the army : 
several roads have been opened; and a fine Dak Bungalow has been 
constructed. To the subject of education His Highness pays special 
attention, There are in all forty-six schools in the State, consisting 
of one Anglo-Vernacular High School, three Anglo-Vernacular Middle 
Schools, thirty-nine Upper Primary Vernacular Schools, one Punjabi 
School, and two Girls’ Schools, one of them being an Anglo-Vernacular 
Middle School and the other an Upper Primary Vernacular School, Mr, 
Wright, the Inspector of Schools of the Delhi Division, has pronounced 
the High School to be the very best in all the States of the Punjab, Many 
scholarships have been offered to deserving students to enable them to 
prosecute their studies outside the State, Wis Highness has founded a 
scholarship which is called Dane-Ranbir Foreign Scholarship, and Is 
awarded to the State subjects for receiving higher education in Europe or 
America, When the present Maharajah took up the reins of administration 
in his hand, there were only five schools in the State with 834 scholars; and 
the State spent Rs, 10,900 on education, Now there are forty-six schools wilh 
2,181 scholars, and His Highness spends Rs, 65,200 annually on education, 
In 1898-99 Rs. 9,000 were paid to teachers as salaries, while in 1913-14 the 
sum amounted to Rs, 32,000. The total expenditure has gone up six limes, 
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In the matter of medical relief also the State has come up to modern stan- 
dards. To improve well-irrigation the Maharajah advances large loans to 
agriculturis's, But it is in the matter of military equipment that the Ruler 
of Jind is most enthusiastic as might be expected from a Sikh Chief of his 
maitial ardour, His Imperial Service Treops were placed at the disposal 
of the Government of India in the Tirah Campaign of 1897, in which the 
Jind army earned the special commendations of the General in Command. 
The army is kept in such trimmess, 1eady equipped with mobilization kit, 
that it can take the field at five minutes’ notice, The fine bairack lines 
cost the Darbar more than three lakhs of rupees, The Chief himself ig’ 
ever ready to march at the head of his troops in the service of the British 
as his forefathers had done, His Excellency Lord Kitchener, then Com- 
mander-in-Chief in India, observed in the course of his letter of the 11th 
November 1907, about the Jind troops :— 
* F * # 

“T much appreciated being able to see Your Highness's troops in their 
own lines, and as J informed youat the time | considered them to be ina 
state of high cfficiency.” 

The Police Service has been re-organised, His Highness takes 
special interest in the matter of improving and extending Railway com. 
munications, The Ludhiana-Dhuri-Jakhal Railway was completed after 
His Highness’s accession (o the gadi, and the Jind-Panipat Railway is 
under construction ands expected to be ready for traffic at the end 
of 1915, 

His Highness the Maharajah is most devoted to the Royal House of 
England. To the Victoria Memorial Fund His Highness contributed 
fifty thousand rupees, and at the time of the Coronation Durbar of 1908 
His Highness, besides remitling two lakhs and a quarter of rents due from 
his subjects, subscribed a lakh of rupees towards the King Edward 
Provincial Memorial Fund, which amount is being utilised for extending 
the Medical College at Lahore. There was also a contribution of five 
thousand rupees towards the All-India Memorial Fund. In comemora- 
tion of the visit of the Prince and Princess of Wales in 1906 His Highness 
paid asum of twenty-five thousand rupees which was equally divided 
between the Victoria Girls’ High School at Lahore and the Minto Nursing 
Association, He celebrated ihe great event of the Coronation Durbar of 
1911 in several useful ways. He made it the occasion to announce many 
important reforms in the Stale, such as a general increase in the scale of 
the pay of public servanis, the grant of pension to Transport employees, 
the establishment of Co-operative Credit Societies for the benefit of 
agriculturigts, etc: He has added a wing tothe Victoria Golden JubiJec 
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Hospital and named it “The King-Emperor George V, Coronation Wing.” 
Remissions in taxes and demands amounted to more than a lakh of rupees, 
He has also signalized the occasion by removing the prohibition to give 
azan (call of prayer) in the case of Mahomedans, which was prevalent in 
the State till that time. He attended the Durbar of the Punjab Chiefs held 
at Lahore in 1905 to meet Their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess 
of Wales, He was made a K.C.S.1. in 1909, and on the occasion of the 
Coronation Durbar of 1911, the hereditary distinction of Maharajah was 
conferred on him. He is entitled to a salute of eleven guns, He is 
a keen sportsman, fond of shooting big game. 


His Highness celebrated his Silver Jubilee, the twenty-fifth anniver- 
sary of his accession, on the 27th February 1913, to which a number of 
distinguished guests were invited, including His Honor Sir Louis Dane 
@.C.L.E,, Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab, and Their Highnesses the 
Maharajahs of Patiala and Kapurthala, The Officials of the State and his 
subjects presented him an address in the Durbar enclosed in a beautiful 
silver casket, in which they gave expression to their loving and loyal senti- 
ments and expressed their deep gratitude for all that His Highness had 
done for their welfare during his reign, His Highness granted the follow- 
ing boons and concessions in honour of this auspicious occasion ;— 


1, The establishment of an Orphanage at Sangrur (to be called 
Ranbir Silver Jubilee Orphanage), 

Remission of debts and other demands to the extent of Rs.50,000, 

Withdrawal of the old rule prohibiting Jains from building a Jain 
temple in the State. 


4, Exemption from Income Tax 1{o all State employees drawing 
less than Rs, 15 a month, 


2 
3 


5, An increase of Re. 1 per mensem in the pay of the men of 
Imperial Service Infantry, 


6, A grantof one week’s pay to the men of Local Troops and 
Police, 


7, The grant of Khillats and Sanads, 
8, The introduction of a system of Kursi Nashins, 


9, Donations to the Dharamsala of the Aitchison Chiefs’ College and 
: the Temperance Society of Amritsar, 


10, Release of 21 prisoners, , 


During His Highness’s rule there has been a marked decrease of more 
“ than 88 per cent in cognizable offences and 96 per cent of cases have 


H, H, THE MAHARAjAH OF IND 2898 


been disposed of within a year of their being filed, while the transfer of 
agricultural land has considerably decreased, which gives an ample proof 
of the security of life and property in the State, It is a matter for gratifica- 
tion that during His Highness’s regime the birth rate has gone up by 
25 per cent, ‘ 

His Highness has a keen eye to men of abilily and character and has 
surrounded himself with very able officials who co-operate with him in 
every possible way in the work of administration. Sardar Bahadur 
Sardar Shamsher Singh, C.I,E., is the Chief Minister, and the most 
trusted official of His Highness. 

The full titles of the Maharajah are~His Highness Farzand-i-Dilband 
Rasikh-ul-Itikad Waulati-Inglishia Raja-i-Rajgan Maharajah Sir Ranbir 
Singh Bahadur, K.C.S.1,, Maharajah of Jind, 

His Highness Maharajah Sir Ranbir Singh Bahadur is one of the most 
respected Chiefs of the Punjab and enjoys the special confidence and 
appreciation of the Supreme Government. The State has a good time of 
it under his rule and keeps itself abreast of the times. 


HIS HIGHNESS THE RAJAH 
SIR BHURI SINGH BAHADUR, K.C,8.1, C145, 
RAJAH OF CHAMBA 


Fifteenth in rank among the Punjab Chiefs is the Rajah of the 
Picturesque and ancient State of Chamba in the Himalayan Hills, in 
close vicinity to the well-known State of Kashmir, It covers an area of 
3,216 square miles with a population of 135, 989, and has an annual income 
of nearly seven lakhs, In shape the State may be regarded as a rough and 
regular oblong tapering towards the north, Of course the countiy is 
wholly mountamous, the elevation ranging from 2,000 to 21,000 feet. 
The regions are inhabited up to an elevation of 10,000 feet, Portions of 
the Chenab and the Beas valley are within the State. The most striking 
geographical fealure is that within il the Himalayas present three well- 
defined snowy parallel ranges, thitty to forty miles apart, the lowest sepa- 
tating the basins of the Beas and the Ravi, the second forming a water- 
shed between the Ravi and the Chenab, and the third lying between the 
Chenab and the Indus, On the whole, these constitute a picturesque natural 
scenery. Of course a land of such varying elevations cannot present any 
uniformity either in climate or in productions, he fauna and flora of the 
country are particularly rich and varied, ranging from the tropical to the 
arctic varieties, To the ornithologist the State isa place of attraction, 
there being nearly three hundred vatieties of the feathered race within its 
borders, To the sportsman again it is a favourite haunt abounding in 
games of all sorts, including the ounce or the snow-leopard, the ibex, the 
marmot, the ermine weasel, and the hill-fox} and at lower elevations, the 
red bear, the tahr, the musk deer, the black bear, the leopard, the sarao, 
the hyazna, the langur, the wild cat, the flying squirrel, the jackal, the 
wild pig, the barking deer and several other varieties, The vegetation 
also is equally varied. The chief products are rice, maize, wheat and 
barley. The forests are rich and extensive, yielding a good revenue {o the 
State. There are extensive pasture grounds, the pastures of Pangi being 
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considered the finest. These grounds are let out every year to 
ghepherds from the Ravi valley, who generally stay there with their flocks 
- from summer to autumn, The Ravi and the Chenab water the State, 
Of course in an uneven country like this there can be few lakes, but 
there ate some picturesque mountain tarns, 

The majority of the people are Hindus: they are divided into four 
castes, the Brahmins, Rajputs, Thakurs and Rathis. The last two seem 
to be indigenous, while the first two are immigrants, The coun- 
try is mainly agricultural, but there are numerous nomadic shepherds 
moving about with their large flocks, Women take an important share in 
field labour, The chief exports aie mostly mountain produce, wool and 
ghee, the chief imports being salt, sugar, spices, piece-goods and utensils, 

For administrative purposes the State is divided into five divisions, 
each under an officer called Wazir. Hecan hear suits to the value of 
Rs, 1,000, There isan appeal from his decision to H. H. the Rajah, 
who alone can pass sentences of death and of whipping, Chambi- 
ale is the principal dialect spoken, and Punjabi, Hindi and Urdu 
are also current. 

Brahmaur (Brahmaputra), the ancient capital, is situated on the 
Budhil, a tributary of the Ravi, It contains three ancient temples 
with inscriptions dating from the early fifteenth century, The temple of 
Lakshman Devi, containing elaborate carved work in weod, has an 
inscription of Meru Varma, a ruler of the seventh century, Chamba, the 
present capital, is a picturesque little town on the right bank of the Ravi, 
built on {wo terrace flats on a plateau, The palace of His Highness the 
Rajah is on the upper terrace, while most of the public offices are on the 
lower one, The capital contains a High School, and a Hospital (Sham 
Singh Hospital), Among the many interesting temples may be mentioned 
the one dedicated {o Lakshmi Narayan, as old as the tenth century, There 
is also a dispensary at Tissa, 

The rulers of Chamba belong to the Surajvansi line of Rajputs. The 
house is an ancient one having been founded by one Meru as early as 550 
A.D, He conquered the tracts fromthe Ranas or the petty chiefs who 
were ruling the country and established himself at Brahmaputia as his 
capital. About 920 A, D., one of his descendants, Rajah Sahila Varma, 
conquered the lower Ravi Valley, and transferred his capital to Chamba, 
so called after his daughter, Champavali, In the sixteenth century, 
when Rajah Pratap Singh was the ruler, Chamba was a tributary 
of the Moghul Empire. Later on, itcame under the Sikh ascendancy, 
After the close of the first Sikh War in 1846, the tracts between the Ravi 
and the Indus, including Chamba, were transferred to Maharaja Ghulab 
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Singh, but the treaty was soon modified, and the territory was given to 
Rajah Sri Singh of the original Chamba family for an annual tribute of 
twelve thousand rupees, Finally, a sanad was granted on the 6th = April 
1848 permanently settling the State on Rajah Sri Singh and providing 
that, in case of failure of natural heirs, the succession should devolve on 
the eldest of the surviving brothers of the Rajab. Five years later, the 
British Government had to take over Dalhousie, and, again, in 1866 the 
tracts of Balun and Bakloh. At present the tribute stands at Rs. 2,925; 
Rajah Sri Singh dying without issue, his brother, Rajah Gopaul Singh, 
was placed on the gadi, but he had soon to abdicate it {n favour of his 
eldest son, Sham Singh, After Sham Singh had been ruler for thirty 
years, he had to resign the chiefship in favour of his brother, Rajah Bhuri 
Singh, the present ruler, who was, on the 12th May 190d, invested with 
full administrative powers by Sir Charles Rivaz, K.C.S.L, then Lieutenant. 
Governor of the Punjab, 

The Chief had been associated with his brother in the administration 
of the country for a number of years, and his services to the State 
were recognized by the British Government with the title of C. 1. E, 
in 1902, Rajah Bhuri Singh has thus brought to bear large administrative 
experience on his work as (he Chief of Chamba, and it must have many 
beneficent effects on the State. In 1907 the Government of India restored 
to the Rajah the management of the forests in the State as an experiment. 
al measure, In 1906 the Rajah was created a K,C,S.1, He is an 
enlightened and sympathetic rulerand takes a keen interest in his work 
He pays special attention to the matler of improving communications; for, 
in a mountainous country, roads are the first steps to civilization, raising 
man from the level of a beast of burden, He has broadened old roads and 
laid out new ones, and before long we may expec( that all the important 
centres in the State will be connected by a net-work of good roads. A fine 
dak bungalow was pul up at Chainba, which is the capital of the State, 
with a population of about 6,000 on the banks of the Ravi, A handsome 
and commodious guest-house has just been completed, A {reo public 
reading room and library has also been opened, His Highness was 
present at the Viceregal Durbar held at Agra for the purpose of meeting 
the Amir of Afghanistan, and he also attended the Durbar of Chiels 
convened by Lord Wardinge in April 1911. The Chief is entitled to a 
salute of eleven guns, 

The Slate army consists of 88 cavalry, and 886 infantry, with four 
saluting guns, , 

Under His Highness the Rajah Sir Bhuri Singh, K.C,S.1, C. 1B, 
the State is progressing rapidly, and il is bound {o flourish in every way 
in the coming years, 


HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJAH 
SIR JAGATJIT SINGH BAHADUR, G, C. & I, 
MAHARAJAH OF KAPURTHALA 

To the north of the State of Patiala on the eastern bank of the 
Beas lies the little but resourceful Sikh State of Kapurthala, with a 
total area of 652 square miles and a population of about 320,000. 
The State consists of three detached pieces, but the main portion, 
twenty miles in breadth, covers more than 500 square miles, that is, 
neatly three-fourths of the total area, The State owns also a jaghir 
of thirty-four villages—twenty-two in the Amritsar District, and twelve 
in Lahore. The climate is good, and the rainfall heavy, ‘The 
tract lies in the fertile alluvium, Attached to the State, there is also an 
extensive jaghir, nearly seven hundred square miles in extent, in Oudh, 
which was granted in 1859 for signal and loyal services during the time of 
the Mutiny. The late Maharajah Kharak Singh also added by purchase 
jaghirs in the United Provinces in the early seventies, The jaghirs 
yield an annual income of thirteen lakhs, About 57 per cent, of the popu- 
lation are Mahomedans, 80 per cent. Hindus, and 13 per cent, Sikhs, 
Nearly 70 per cent, of the people live by agriculture, The staple agricul- 
tural products are wheat, gram, maize, cotton and sugar-cane,, The 
country is poor in livestock, most of the finer breed of cattle required 
being imported, Irrigation is carried on raostly from wells, when the 
floods and rains fail, The Stale pays a tribute of Rs, 1,31,000, The 
Maharajah exercises fuli powers, the courts being similar to those in 
British territories, A police force of 270 constables with 24 officers is 
under the control of an Inspector-General. The Chief Secretary and two 
officers make up ihe State Council, and the central administration is under 
the control of His Highness, There are five tahsils, each in charge of a 
Tahsildar with power to dispose of revenue and civil cases to (he value of 
Rs, 800, They also exercise second class magisterial powers. The final 
appellate Court is the State Council, In murder cases His Highness can 
pass sentences of death or imprisonment for life, ‘The total revenue 
is over thirty Jakhs, including the income from the jaghirs outside 
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the State, In the jail at Kapurthala, carpet and dari making are the chief 
industries. Education is provided in twenty-seven primary schools and five 
secondary schools, while, for purposes of higher education, there isa 
College at the capital. 

The State forces include 496 Imperial Service infantry, 75 State cavalry, 
204 infantry, and 18 artillery with a transport of 125 mules and 51 carts, 
The army has an excellent record of good service well done, It served in 
the Afghan war of 1879 and inthe Kurram column of the Tirah exe 
pedition of 1897, when a body of thirty-five men belonging to it was 
ambuscaded and cut to pieces, The regiments are stationed at the 


headquarters, 

The Chiefs of Kapurthala are of Rajput origin, connected with the pre- 
sent ruling house of Jaisalmir, Over three hundred years ago, one Sadhy 
Singh of that family had acquired four villages near Lahore and settled 
in one of them, Ahlu; hence the Kapurthala house is even now known 
as the Ahluwalia family. One of his descendants, Sardar Jasa Singh, a 
contempo rary of Nadir Shah and Ahmad Shah in the eighteenth century, 
made himself famous as the leader of the Sikhs. He was remarkable for 
his intelligence and bravery; and in the struggles for supremacy in the 
Punjaub between the Mahomedans and the Sikhs, it was mainly through the 
services of Jasa Singh, that the Sikh influence prevailed, It was he who drove 
out the Mahomedan Chief of Kapurthala and made that town the capital 
of his State, In the struggles with Ahmad Shah Abdulla Durani, Jasa Singh 
suffered many reverses, but finally came out successful, and wag 
recognized as the foremost Sikh ruler of his time. He was a pious man 
too, and rebuilt the Sikh temple at Amritsar, which was blown up by 
Ahmad Shah, and also constructed the beautiful Ahluwalia Bazaar, an 
architectural ornament of that town. Jasa Singh was held in great esteem 
for his saintly and orthodox qualities, and under his influence the power 
of the Khalsa became consolidated. His death would have been a great 
calamity to the Sikhs but for the timely appearance of a still more able 
commander, Maharajah Ranjit Singh of Lahore—so well-known as 
the Lion of the Punjaub, The family lost its premier position during 
the days of Bhag Singh, a second cousin and successor of Jasa Singh, 
and his successor, Fateh Singh, This was due as much at least to the 
weakness of these two rulers as tothe superior statesmanship of Ranjit 
Singh, who became the recognized Sikh leader of his time, It was Ranjit 
Singh and Fateh Singh together that concluded the treaty of 1806, by which 
the British undertook not to interfere with the trans-Sutlej tracts, 
Subsequently Fateh Singh lost more of his prestige until at last he 
dwindled into a mere vassal of Ranjit Singh, In 1825 his position 
became so bad that he sought the protection of the British abandoning 
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his estate to his overlord, In 1827 Ranjit Singh was forced to restore 
these tracts to Fateh Singh. In 1837 Fateh Singh was succe- 
eded by his son, Nihal Singh, He was of a wavering disposi- 
tion, and as might be expected under the influence of a ruler 
of such remarkable strength of will as Ranjit Singh, he was not as 
enthusiastic in his allegiance to the British as he should otherwise 
have been. In the first Sikh war, his attachment to the British cause 
was lukewarm, and so his cis-Sutlej tracts were escheated after the close 
of that war. He, however, stood loyally by the British in the second 
Sikh war, furnishing iransport and supplies and proving himself a loyal 
and active ally. Lord Dalhousie created him a Rajah for his services, 
He died in 1852 and was succeeded by his son, Rajah Randhir Singh. 

It was reserved for Rajah Randhir Singh to secure the lasting friend- 
ship and gratitude of the Paramount Power ; for his fidelity and loyalty 
were put to the test during the trying days of the Mutiny, The Rajah rose 
equal to the occasion, and, at the head of his men, he held Jullandar for 
the British until the fall of Delhi, In return for this timely service the 
title of Rajah-I-Rajgan was permanently bestowed on the family. There 
was also a reduction in the tribute, Later on for his share in the 
pacification of the districts of Oudh, the jaghirs already referred 
to were couferred on him, An adoption sanad was granted to him in 
1862. He was invested with the insignia of G. C. S. I, by Lord Lawrence 
in 1864, He was most devoted to the British crown to the last day of 
his life, His great ambition was to visit England, and for this purpose he 
undertook a voyage in 1870 in spite of illness, He, however, died before 
he reached Aden, His corpse was taken back and cremated at Nasik, 
where a beautiful monument marks his last resting place, 

His son and successor, Kharak Singh continued to rule until 1877, 
He showed signs of mental weakness, and this made it necessary to entrust 
the management of the State to a Council, But this system did not work 
successfully, and the State had to be put in charge of a Political Superin- 
tendent from 1875. Sir Lepel Griffin was the first of them, Kharak 
Singh died in 1877, and was succeeded by his five-year old son, 
Jagatjit Singh, the present ruler, 

During his minority the Stale was managed by an officer of the 
Punjaub Commission, assisted by a Council composed of the principal 
State officials, The Oudh jaghirs were entrusted to the manage- 
ment of an uncle of the Chief, Rajah Sir Harnam Singh, Arrayge- 
ments were made for the proper education of the young Rajah under 
capable tutors, and His Highness now knows five languages, English 
Sanskrit, Persian, Arabic and French, He married a Rajput princess in 
1886, In 1890 His late Royal Highness the Duke of Clarence and Avon. 
dale honoured the State with a visit, Later, in the same year, he Rajah 
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was invested with full ruling powers. His Highness has travelled far and 
wide. His first visit to Europe was in 1893, and he has brought out a 
book detailing the experiences of his tour. He had the honour of dining 
with Her late Majesty Queen Victoria, more than once, and he wasalso 
received with marks of respect by the other crowned heads of Europe, 
In 1903 he visited Java, China and Japan, and in the last country he was 
entertained by His Imperial Majesty, the Mikado, All his sons have 
been educated in Europe, The State rendered good service to the British 
Government during the Afghan war, having furnished a contingent of 
700 men under the command of Sardar Nabi Baksh, C.1LE, His 
Highness was made a K. C, S, I, in 1897 and aG,C,8&,I, at the last 
Delhi Durbar, with the hereditary distinction of Maharajah, 

The heir-apparent, the Tikka Sahib of Kapurthala, as he is generally 
known, was married on the 4th February 1911, amidst great festivities, and 
the number of distinguished visitors exceeded 250, including the Maharajah 
of Kashmir and some noblemen and princes of Europe. It is interesting to 
note that the Maharajah of Kashmir had attended the marriage of Maha. 
rajah Kharak Singh, the grandfather of the bridegroom, The bride, Sahiba 
Bindhra Mathri, a neice of H, H, the Rana of Jubbal, is a young princess 
of rare accomplishments, having been educated in Paris for over half a 
dozen years with the greatest care, 


When His Imperial Majesty visited India as Prince of Wales in 1905, 
tlie Maharajah of Kapurthala attended the picturesque assembly of the 
Punjaub Chiefs at Lahore, and he and his well-trained troops attracted 
special attention by the trimness of their appearance, The Kapurthala 
forces, it may be remembered, distinguished themselves in the recent 
frontier disturbances, and many of them, therefore, wore the medais 
earned by them on those occasions. 

His Highness takes a special interest in the welfare of his subjects, 
andat adurbar held in January 1912, he announced io them severa\ 
boons, the chief of them being the extension of the elective system 
in municipalities, the introduction of water pipes into Kapurthala, and 
liberal grants for the education of the children of the poor, The opening 
of agricultural banks in the near future has also been promised, 

The full titles of the Maharajah are—His Highness Farzand-i- 
Dilband Rasikhul-[ti-kad Daulat-i-Inglishia Rajah-i-Rajagan Maharajah 
Sir Jagatjit Singh Bahadur, G, C. S, ,, Maharajah of Kapurthala, He is 
entitled to a salute of eleven guns, 

The ruling family of Kapurthala has long been known for its loyalty 
‘and devotion to the British Crown. The Maharajah and his children have 
come largely undér European training and influence, and Kapurthala 
will ever remain a prominent Sikh State in the Punjaub, enjoying all the 
advantages of an enlightened and beneficent administration, 


HIS HIGHNESS THE NAWAB SAHEB 
MUHAMMAD MAHABAT KHAN]! 
NAWAB OF JUNAGADH 


Junagadh is a first class Mahomedan State in the south-west portion 
of the Kathiawar Peniusula of ihe Bombay Presidency. It played a 
prominent part in the history of the Peninsula, when it was overrun by 
outlaws and dacoits, and neither life nor properly was safe, But all that 
is now a tale of other times,and what we have is a flourishing modern 
State, which is at present under British administration owing to the 
minority of His Highness the Nawab Saheb. 

The State covers an area of 3,284 square miles, flanked on two sides, 
west and south, by the Arabian Sea, The fine historic group of hills of 
Girnar, the highest peak of which, Gorakhnath, rises 8,666 feel above the 
sea-level, with its sculptured shrines and ancicnt temples, is a place of 
much archeological and antiquarian interest, The principal rivers are the 
Bhadar and the Sarasvati, {he waters of which are used (o irrigate a large 
tract of land under cultivation, There are also dense forests in the 
State, that in the Gir District being 1,200 square miles in extent, Teak, 
blackwood, Jambu and babul are the chief kinds of timber, The climate, 
on the whole, is healthy, but the sammer months are extremely hot. The 
annual rainfall is about forty iches. In spite of the decrease due to 
famine and plague, the population of the Stale is 484,222 scattered 
over seven towns and 812 villages, The Hindus make up three-fourths of 
the total, the Mahomedans about a fifth, and the Jains and others repre- 
sent the balance. The normal income of the State is nearly thirty lakhs. 
The army numbers about 818 men, 100 of these being ‘Imperial 
Service Lancers, 57 body-guard, and 756 sibandi, The total of 
the police force is 1110, There are ten jails, The Chief exercises full 
powers, except in the case of British subjects for capital offences, There 
are about 180 educational institutions, of which one isan Arts College, 
and another a High School. Medical aid is afforded at twenty-one hos- 
pilals, Vaccination is popular. The State pays a tribute of Rs, 65,604 in 
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all to the British Government and to the Gaekwar of Baroda, but the 
Nawab of Junagadh also receives contributions, called zortalbi, amounting 
to Rs, 92,421, from a large number of Chiefs in Kathiawar. This levy is 
made through the British Government, and itis a relic of the days of Maho- 
medan supremacy. ‘The State is known for_its fine breed of horses, there 
being eight stallions at the capital, Irrigation is carried on mainly through 
wells, The ordinary products are cotton, wheat, millet, pulse, oil-seeds and 
sugar-cane, Thecoast line, well provided with fair-weather harbours, 
contributes towards the Commercial prosperity of Junagadh, The State 
owns and works 126 miles of railway. There are eighteen Municipalities, 
the largest being that of the capital town. The British rupee is the 
chief legal tender, the local fori being used for small payments. The 
Nawab is entitled to a salute of eleven guns, 


It would appear that Junagadh was under the Chaudasama tribe of 
Rajputs until 1472, when it was conquered by Sultan Mahmud Begada 
of Ahmedabad; since then, it has continuously been a Mahomedan prin- 
cipality. During the days of Emperor Akbar, it was under the contro) of 
the Moghul Viceroy of Gujarat, but in 1735, Sherkhan Babi made himself 
independent of the Moghul control. The State has remained in the 
possession of his descendants ever since Sherkhan died in 1758, He was 
succeeded by his son, Nawab Mahabatkhan, who had a violent quarrel 
with his able Dewan, Amarji. The intrigues set on foot in connection 
with this affair brought on the Slate many troubles, Mahabatkhan 
died in 1775, when his son, Hamidkhan, was placed on the gadi, all 
the powers in the State, however, having been practically in the hands of 
the Dewan, Amarji. But as Amarji was murdered and his strong hand 
was withdrawn, the State was exposed to the raids of the neighbouring 
Chiefs. However, with the help of the relatives of Amarji, the Nawab was 
able to repel these attacks. Hamidkhan died in 1811, when his son, 
Bahadurkhan, succeeded him, His days again were full of troubles, the 
Country having been distracted by intrigues, famine and pestilence, The 
Nawab was finally forced to seek the aid of the British in 1816, and he en- 
tered into a covenant with the East India Company in 1817, by which he 
waived for ever his right to zortalbi from certain States, There was, again, 
another covenant in 1821, according to which he consented “that the Eng 
lish should collect his zortalbi throughout the Province and retain 
one-fourth of the amount collected on account of the expense of recovering 
the same,” In most respects the Nawab was a capable and even a humane 
tuler, In his time the practice of Sati was put down. In 1820 the 
Nawab married a daughter of the Rao of Cutch, All through his reign 
he was troubled by internal turmoils, He died in 1840, when his young 
son, Nawab Hamidkhan II, barely twelve years old, succeeded him. He 
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was a capable ruler, but he died of consumption in 1851, when his minor 
brother, Mahabatkhan, came after him. This Prince again suffered a great 
dealin his younger days from the intrigues of his mother and her 
favourite woman, Chaitibu. He was able to escape from them only 
through British intervention, when the intriguers were expelled from the 
palace, In all his trials he was most faithfully assisted by Wazir Bahaud- 
din, who eventually rose to be the Prime Minister of the State, In 1870 
he attended the Durbar held at Bombay in honour of the Duke of 
Edinburgh. He paid a second visit to that city in 1872, and was present 
there again in 1874 for the purpose of paying his respects to the Prince of 
Wales (His Majesty the late King Edward VI). At the Imperial Durbar of 
Delhi in 1877, at which His Highness was present, his personal salute 
was raised from eleven to fifteen guns. He died on the 29th September 
1892, and was succeeded by his son, Bahadurkhanji. We was a class- 
fellow of the Thakore Saheb of Bhavnagar, at the Rajkumar College, 
Rajkot, in 1871, He had the benefit of good administrative training 
under his father, and when he came to the gadi, he was able to look into 
things himself and take a direct interest in administrative work, Under 
him the State entered on a course of development and progress. In 1890 
he was invested by His Excellency Lord Harris with the insignia of a 
Knight Commander of the Most Eminent Order of the Indian Empire, 
He did many acts of public charity and usefulness during his time, the 
Bahadurkhanji Reservoir, near Rajkot, being one of them. His Highness 
had the honour of entertaining H. R. H, the late Duke of Clarence and 
Avondale in 1889, and founded the Leper Asylum at Junagadh in 
commemoration of the event, He was most loyal to the Supreme Govern- 
ment and ever ready to place all his military resources at its disposal, On 
the whole, during his time and that of his father, it is gratifying to notice 
that the Junagadh State spent a crore of rupees on acts of public utility, 
His Highness passed away in 1892, and was succeeded by his brother, the 
late Nawab Saheb Rasulkhanji, who remained the ruler of the State till 
1911, when his place wastaken by his eleven-year old son, the present 
minor Nawab, Nawab Saheb Muhammad Mahabat Khanji, The Sunnat 
Shadi ceremony of the young” Prince was celebrated in 1912 amidst 
great rejoicings, when the Administrator pinned to his breast the gold 
medal awarded on the occasion of the last Coronation Durbar at Delhi, 
Unlike the times of his predecessors,the period of Nawab Rasulkhanji’s 
rule was one of peace, progress and prosperity, He was an able and 
sympathetic ruler, and, among his acts of public utility, may be men- 
tioned the completion of the Albert Victor Leper Asylum, the geological 
survey of the Girnar Hills and Gir Forests, the settlement of Hati 
disputes in 1897, the opening of the new section of the railway from 
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Jetalsar to Rajkot in 1893, the formation of the Alienation Settlement 
Office in 1897, the building of a female hospital at Rajkot, the initiation 
of a comprehensive scheme of water-works, the founding of A Museum, 
the opening of the Curzon Canal, and the construction of the 
Junagadh College. His Highness took a keen interest in the preservation 
of archaeological monuments, the most famous of which is the great Asoka 
Stone, Nearly a crore of rupees was spent on public works. He was 
ever ready to assist the Supreme Government in every possible way, 
He was made a K.C.S.1. in 1889 in recognition of his wise and liberal rule, 
His Highness had travelled widely in India, He was present at the 
Coronation Datbar of 1908; and when His present Imperial Majesty visited 
India in 1905 as Prince of Wales, he was among the Chiefs who received 
him in Bombay, In 1910 he wasmadeaG,C,S.1. He was known 
for his hospitality, and the successive Governors of Bombay have borne 
testimony to his loyalty, successful administration, and generous disposi. 
tion. His Excellency Lord Curzon paida visit to Junagadh in 1900, 
when he opened the Bahauddin College and visited the Girnar Hill and 
its treasures, and performed the inaugural ceremony of the Curzon Canal, 

His Highness was a staunch advocate of temperance, and by his 
orders, all liquor shops in the capital, except one, were closed, 

Under His late Highness much was done to develop the Stale, Educa: 
tion, public works, medical aid and vaccination were all promoted, There 
is now an efficient hospital service, The railways form a valuable 
asset of the State. Besides the Jetalsar-Rajkot line in which the State has 
a six annas share in the profit, the Nawab Sahcb owns a line of sixty-seven 
miles in length from Jetalsar to Verawal through the capital, A new branch 
to Bantwa was opened in 1911, and another to Bilkha and beyond in 1912, 

The capital of the State is the ancient and most picturesque town of 
Junagadh, situated at the foot of the sacred mount Girnar, The ruins of 
the old palace of Chaudasamas, the former rulers of Junagadh, are 
found near the town, and those of Valabhipura, rich in Pali inscriptions 
of Asoka’s time, are also there, The old fortress or citadel of Junagadh 
dates back to three centuries before Christ and encloses interesting speci- 
mens of ancient archifecture, Several Budhistic caves lic concealed 
among the rocks, The new Law Courts were opened recently by the 
Agent to the Governor in Kathiawar, 


The State is now managed by the Administrator, Mr. Laurence 
Robertson, I, C.S, The education of the minor Prince is in the hands 
of a capable Tutor and Guardian, Mr, W. Tudor-Owen, 1.C,S, When the 
young Nawab takes up the responsibilities of the administration alter 
the completion of his studies, he will no doubt enter on a heritage of 
which any Chief may be proud, 
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HIS HIGHNESS THE THAKORE SAHEB 
SIR SHRI BHAGVATATSINEJI 
GCL &,M,D,F,RC.P.E, DCL, LL.D, Fr. RSE, FB U,, 
M.R. AS, M. R. IL. (GREAT BRITAIN), F.C. P. S. (BOMBAY) 
THAKORE SAHEB OF GONDAL 


Perhaps the most interesting of the Native States of the Western 
Presidency is the first-class State of Gondal, in whose ruler, [tis Highness 
the Thakore Saheb Shri Bhagvatsinhji, we find combined the tradi- 
tional largeness of heart of the Indian monarch and the practical and pro- 
giessive activity of the Western statesman, Gondal, ina marked degree, 
justifies what has been proved in_ the case of the City States of ancient 
Gieece and of the Free Cities of other countries, that with efficiency 
in administration small autonomous arcas attain the maximum of 
prosperity and progress in the shortest time, This Principality is enough 
to show that Native States are indispensable factoisin the political ad. 
vancement of the country as affording places for progressive administrative 
experiment, Many a political measure that cannotin the nature of things 
be uncettaken in an extensive Hmpire might very well be tried in smaller 
self-governing tracts by able and sympathetic rulers, This is exactly 
what has happened in recent years in Gondal, uuder particularly favours 
able conditions, 

The family of the Thakore Saheb is an ancient one, Its members 
belong to the Jadeja clan of the Lunar Dynasty of Rajputs. They seem to 
have originally established themselves in Sind, and later on they occupied 
Cutch by conquest, One branch of the family settled at Hallarin Kathia- 
war with the title of Jam, As the family progressed, the younger members 
went out founding new States, and thal was how Gondal, Dhrol and 
Rajkot came into existence. The progenitor of the house was Kumbhoji I, 
who, about 1684 A.D, became the ruler of some twenty villages with 
Ardoi as capital, This was considerably added to by his successor, 
Sagramji [, who came to the gadé in 1649, Te was a man of great military 
talents and obtained for services rendered to the Subahdar of Junagadh a 
grant of Gondal and eighty-six villages. It was he who made Gondal the 
capital of the Statein 1658. 
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The State again became most powerful in the whole of Kathiawar, 
under Kumbhoji Il. He made himself useful to the Ruler of Junagadh, 
as a reward for which he obtained vast estates from him and thus consi- 
derably enlarged his dominions. We then pass through the limes of 
Muluji, Sangaji, and Devoji, to the beginning of the nineteenth century, 
About 1812 Sagramji [I,a grandson of Devoji, was the Chief, and he 
came very much under British influence. The State madea marked 
progress during his time, Heled asimple and unostentatious life and 
proved himself a capable and generoustuler. He died in 1869 leaving 
achild, four years old, the present Thakore Saheb, Shri Bhagvat- 
sinhji, 

The Government of Bombay took charge of the Staleand made ar~ 
rangements for the education and training of the Prince Of ashy and 
retiring disposition, the Thakore Saheb cultivated habits of study early 
in life, and distinguished himself at the Rajkumar College, Rajkot. re 
attracted the altention and elicited the admiration of every one that came 
in contact with him; and eminent educationists, like Macnaghien and 
Selby, entertained great hopes of his future, After completing his studies 
in the Rajkumar Collge, the Thakore Saheb wentona long tour to 
Europe in 1883. His impressions were given to the world in‘his “Journal 
of a Visit fo England in 1883”, which elicited warm praise from the press 
and the public. “ The London Times” remarked that “the diary had a 
charm and an interest of iis own from the freshness of its observations 
and the manly and loyal’ spirit which pervades it.” “ The Times of India’ 
observed iegarding the book:—~ “Some future Horace Walpole will 
have to include the young Thakore Saheb of Gondal in the Dictionary 
of Royal and Nobleauthors in which His Highness Bhagvatsinhji would 
take no mean place.” Professor Vambery of Budapest was equally warm 
in his praises. “The Royal author,” observed the Professor, “has 
displayed his views concerning the modes of civilization tobe followed 
by England in India, and many of the counsels bear witness to bis sound 
understanding, accurate knowledge of things, but, above all, glowing 
patriotism,” 

On his return to India the young Prince’ was associated in the ad- 
ministration of his State with Colonel H.L, Nutt, On the 25th August 
1884, he was formally installed on the gadi and invested with full powers. 
In his speech on the occasion, the Thakore Saheb set before himself high 
ideals of duty and arduous tasks to be gone through for the improve. 
ment of the State; and asthe “ Times of India” remarked, “ The high 
professions which the young Chief then defined have been kept 
Clearly and practically in view." He became a Fellow af the Hombkay 
University in 1884, 
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In 1886 the Thakore Saheb proceeded to Scotland to study medicine 
in the University of Edinburgh, where he stayed for over fifteen months 
and obtained the Degree of LL, D. At the Golden Jubilee of 1887, he was 
present in London as a representative of his brother Chiefs of Kathiawar, 
and received at the hands of Queen Victoria the insignia of a Knight 
Commander of the Most Eminent Order of the Indian Empite, On his 
return to India in August 1887, he was enthusiastically welcomed by his 
subjects, The Government of India was pleased to raise Gondal to the 
rank of a first class State “on account of its importance and advanced 
administration.” In the same year the salute of the Thakore Saheb was 
permanently raised to eleven guns, The illness of Her Highness the 
Rant Sahiba, Shri Nand Kunvarba, again compelled His Highness to 
proceed to Europe, He remained in Edinburgh for a considerable time 

"for the recruitment of her health, and His Highness made use of his long 
stay to complete his medical studies, He secured from the University 
the Degrees of M. B., C. M., and M.D, He became a Member and 
Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians, Edinburgh ; and in 1892 the 
University of Oxford conferred on him the Degree of D.C, L, His in+ 
tellectual attainments have deservedly made him the idol of his subjects, 
who by public subscription had a bronze statue of His Highness 
put up at his capital, which was appropriately unveiled by His Highness 
the Gaekwar of Baroda, the premier enlightened and patriotic Indian 
Prince of the Bombay Presidency, The Rani Sahiba soon recovered anc 
was made a C, [, by Her Majesty the Queen. They were also present at 
the opening ceremony of the Imperial Institute by the Queen-Empress, 
By a circuitous tour round the world, the Rani and the Thakore Saheb 
returned to India in 1898, visiting, on their way, America, Japan, China, 
Australia, and Ceylon, At the Indian MedicalCongress, Caleutla,His High- 
nesg represented the Royal College of Physicians, Edinburgh, of which 
he is a Fellow, He was also elected an Honorary President of an import- 
ant section of the eighth Inlernational Congress of Hygiene and Demo- 
graphy at Budapest, a Vice-President of the Indian Medical Association, 
and a Fellow of the. Royal Society, Edinburgh, In 1896 for Messrs. 
Macmillan, His Highness brought out a very interesting book, called "A 
Short History of Aryan Medical Science”, which elicited the warmest praise 
from every quarter, This indeed is a great patriotic work, and it would 
convince.the ruling race how advanced the ancient Hindus were in- the 
great Healing Art, His Highness was again in Enrope in 1896-97, when he 
had’ the privilege’ of being present both at the Coronation of Tsar Nicholas 
1, at Moscow, and al the Diamond Jubilee of Her Majesty the Queen, 
who then personally conferred on him the distinction of G. C.L&. At the. 
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Centenary celebration of the Bombay branch of the Asiatic Society, 
he represented both the Royal Society of Edinburgh and the Royal 
Asiatic Society of London. His Highness was also insiiumental in getting 
the curriculum of studies of the Chiefs’ Colleges of India revised and 
made more useful to the Princes under training. 

Of course His Highness is most loyal to the Ruling House of the 
Empire as one of his kind cannot fail to be, who has had ample 
opportunities of making a comparative study of the political institutions 
of both Europe and Asia, and of comparing the past history of his 
own country with its present condition. In evidence of his loyalty, His 
Highness has, on several occasions,rendered tangible help to the Supreme 
Power, He offered a site at Jetalser for locating the office of the Political 
Agent of Sorath, His Highness also placed all his trained horses at the 
disposal of the Government of India, for the Frontier Wars and for the 
War in the Transvaal, 

As a ruler of such enlightenment and sympathy, His Highness is most 
accessible to his subjects, and it is no wonder that under him Gondal 
is considered a model Native State in India, Its land revenue 
does not bear heavily on the ryot; agricultural exhibitions are 
held for the benefit of the farmer ; great irrigation projects have been un. 
dertaken, and well-irrigation is encouraged on a grand scale, nearly 
40,000 acres having been brought under cultivation in this way. Loans are 
advanced to agriculturists. The Water- Works Schemes of Veri and Paneli 
lakes have cost the Durbar more than twelve lakhs of rupees, Import 
duties have been abolished, tram lines opened, railway lines extended, and 
communications improved, Ginning factories, cotton presses, and iron 
foundries have come into existence in large numbers, There are about 
1,200 hand-looms for weaving cotton, woollen and silk fabrics, More 
than a crore and a half have been spent in all on works of public utility, 

Himself a prince of great culture, His Highness takes the greatest 
interest in matters of education. The State maintains 108 schools 
including che Grasia College for the sons of landholders, a High School 
for boys, another for girls, vernaculat schools and Sanscrit schools, 
Hostel arrangements have also been made where necessary. On the whole, 
the annual expenditure on education comes to nearly a lakh of rupees, 
Since his accession to the gadi,His Highness has spent about twenty lakhs 
on education. The Grasia College is on the madel of an English public 
school and is maintained at an annual cost of Rs, 30,000. Scholar« 
ships ate offered to deserving students that they may complele thelr studies 
elsewhere, atid contributions to the extent of a Jakh and a half have 
been made by the State outside its limits fur educational purposes. 
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The famine administration of His Highness reflects the greatest credit 
on him, nearly thirty lakhs having been spent in this direction ; and this, 
without any strain on the treasury, It is certainly a matter for congratu- 
lation that the State should have come out of the great famine of 1900 with 
an increased population and without an emaciated figure. 


Himself a great medical expert, His Highness 1s most enthusiastic 
in the matter of providing adequate metical relief to his subjects, 
The conception and working oul of itinerant hospitals are due to 
His Bighness’s genius. By this means help is taken to the most 
outlying parts of the State, As Lord Harris observed, ‘‘ Bis Highness’s 
examiple may be copied not only in other Native States but also in British 
territory.” There are two large hospitals and four dispensaries in the State, 
Three studentships have been established for training midwives at Gondal, 
and the Rani Sahiba has subscribed liberally to the Victoria Scholarship 
Fund, ‘here isa pogrhouse at Gondal for the infirm and diseased, 
and an orphanage, called after His Highness, 


As a Chief of culture and taste, His Highness takes a keen 
interest in gardening, Regarding the Kailas Bag at Gondal, Lord 
Sandhurst remarked “ The beauty of it Ihave seldom seen excelled," 
In the matter of municipal administration again the State has every reason 
to be proud, There are five municipal towns, and proper arrangements 
have been made for the sanitation of the rural tracts also. Jt is a matter 
for gratification that during His Highness's regime, the birth-rate has gone 
up by fifty and the death-rate has come down by thirleen per mille, His 
Highness exercises full criminal and civil jurisdiction over his subjects, 
The courts are similar to those in British tracts, Peace is preserved by a 
police force of 1,500 men maintained at a cost of a lakh and a half, The 
annual revenue of the State is over twenty-five laklis, 


It is unnecessary to detail the minor reforms that have been 
introduced by His Highness, A ripe product of western learning, the 
Thakore Saheb has consecrated his Jife lo the service of his people, and 
his subjects cannot be sufficiently grateful to Providence for this boon. 
There is hardly any advanced method of statecraft bul has found sympathy 
with and an advocate in His Highness. 


No account of His Highness will be complete without a re 
ference to his happy home life. He has in Her Highness the Rani Sahiba 
areal helpmate in all he does, She has brought out in Gujarati a book, 
called “ Gomandala Parikrama " or “ An-account of a World.Tour”, Her 
Highness was elected President of the Reception Committee of the third 
Gujarati Sahidtya Parishad, held at Rajkot on the 28th October 1909, 
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« The Master in the ship is judged by directing his course aright, and 
not by the fortune of the voyage,”” The Master of Gondal has directed his 
course “aright” and “ the fortune of the voyage” was the tribute of loyalty 
and devotion paid to His Highness by his loving subjects on the 24th 
October 1909, when they celebrated his Silver Jubilee by the presentation 
of a congratulatory address enclosed in a silver casket of exquisite 
workmanship, by fitting demonstrations of joy and festivity throughout 
the State, and by the collection of Rs. 100,000 for the foundation of the 
Bhaghvatsinji Silver Jubilee Memorial Institute. Their address and His 
Highness’s characteristic reply are worthy of reproduction, 


To quote the address verbatim :-— 


We, the subjects of this State, whose destinies have been entrusted by 
beneficent Providence to Your Highness’s care, most humbly, respectfully and 
loyally approach Your Highness on this auspicious occasion of the completion 
of 26 years of Your Highness’s benign rule, ta express our deep sense of the 
innumerable blessings conferred upon us by Your Highness, 


With feelings of pride and satisfaction we are carried back to that most 
auspicious day, the 25th of August 1884, when Your Highness assumed the 
government of your State at the end of a minority extencing over 14 years, 
On that memorable and historic occasion Your Highness gave expression to 
the following words which we have been cherishing as ouc most valuable 
possession :—' It will be my earnest desiie to see that justice and order pre- 
yail in my State, that life and property are well protected, that the Kunbi en- 
joys the fruit of his labour, and the trader the profits of his trade, that roads 
are improved and communicaticns facilitated, that education is encouraged, 
and provision is made for the relief of the sick-poor.’ Further on, with re 
gard to your subjects Your Highness was pleased to say, ‘ The study of thelr 
wants will be my special care, as their contentment and happiness will be my 
chief reward.’ 


Twenty-five years have rolled by, and Your Highness may well feel just 
pride in contemplating the fruits of a liberal and enlightened administration 
conducted with rare ability, devotion to duty, and an affectionate regard for your 
subjects. Wehumbly congratulate Your Highness on the complete success 
of your rule and the fulfilment of every one of Your Highness’s promises, 


The wheels of justice run smoothly and speedily in your law courts, and 
all facility is afforded to your subjects for the dispensation of justice, Security 
of life and property has increased 50 per cent. 


* “The Kunbi has been given the right of ownership of houses, which he does 
not possess elsewhere, and also the privilege of alienating occupancy rights in 
land. He has got remission of Vighoti to the extent of Ra, 17,256,000 in times of 
famine or lean years. Tagavi loans on liberal terms have been adyanced to 
him-for the development of agriculture, Only recently, on the 2644 of August of 
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the present year, Your Highness made him a present of Rs, 4,00,000 to com- 
memorate Your Highness’s Silvet Jubilee Day, The number of wells has doubled 
itself, Large Irrigation projects have been completed. The Veri Irrigation 
and Water Works, and the Paneli Irvigation Lake, costing Rs. 12,80,000, have 
ensured the satety of your subjects from famine and disease, 


Every facility has been given to develop trade. Your Highness has abo- 
lished 40 taxes during the last 25 years and has recently taken the unprece- 
dented step of abolishing import and octroi duties throughout the State, to 
mark the completion of 26 years of Your Highness’s rule, Your Highness will 
be pleased to know that we deeply appreciate this boon, and the feeling is 
shared by Your Highness's subjects residing in Bombay, Burma, Africa and 
the other parts of the world. 

The Public Works Department has been most active during the period, 
The spacious roads, of which a mileage of 100 has been added, are well 
known for their excellence in the whole Province. The capital and principal 
towns have been adorned with magnificent buildings. Railways have receiv: 
ed considerable extension al a cost of Rs. 38,00,000. Gonda!l and Dhoraji 
communicate with most of the villiges by telephone, of which 166 miles have 
been added, [n short, Your Highness has already spent the magnificent sum 
of Rs, 1,60,00,000, (a crore anda half of rupees) on works of public utility, 


Education, under an educationist of Your Highness’s attainments and 
academic distinction, has made the greatest progress, The number of schools 
has risen from 62 to 108, the number of boys from 8,230 to 7,962, the number 
of girls from 217 to 783, and tha average annual expenditure from Rs, 11,000 
to Rs. 61,000. In 1888, Ry. 13,000 were paid to teachers as salaries, while 
last year the sum amounted to Rs, 75,000, The total expenditure on 
education bas gone up six times, The secondary education has had a large 
development : the Grasia College for-Bhayats, Grasias and Jiwaidars, the 
Sagramji High School, the Monghiba High Schoot for girls, and the 
Bhojrajji Hostel, bear ample teslimony to Your Highness’s keen desire for the 
spread of liberal education among your subjects. 

Your Highness’s love of education has not been confined solely to Gondal, 
The Rajkumar College at Rajkot, the Gujarat College at Ahmedabad, the 
Ferguason College at Poona, the University of Bombay, the Oxford Institute 
and the Indian Institnte, Oxford, the Edinburgh University, the London 
School of Tropical Diseases, and other institutions, have benefited by Your 
Highness’s generosity. 

Your Highness has recently established two handsome prizes to be given 
annually to girls for the encouragement of English education, and to boys for 
protessional qualification. 

The destitute and the sick have found in Your Highness a real benefactor 
and a sympathiser with a loving heart. The Bal Saheb Ba Asylum was the 
first institution of its kind in (he Province for dispensing well-directed 
charity, ‘ Blessed ta he that considereth the poor’ And persons rescued from 
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death and despair bless Your Highness with heart-folt gratitude, The Hospitals 
and Dispensaries have been all improved and extended, The Medical staff has 
increased 40 per cent., the namber of patients treated 50 per cent,, and surgical 
operations 50 per cent. 

The vital statistics reveal very satisfactory resulis. The birth-rate has in. 
creased 60 per mille and the death-rate has decreased 18 per mille, 

The census of 1901, as compared with that of 1891, shows an actual increase 
in the population in spite of the terrible famine of 1900, during which year 
there was not a single death in the State due to starvation, This was mainly 
the result of the perfect organization, the close and constant supervision, the 
liberal policy and forethought of Your Highness’s administration, 

The time has come when all the classes and communities living under your 
beneficent government, should express their deep gralitude to Your Highness 
for making them contenled and happy as wasYour Highness’s wish 25 years avo, 

We beg to congratulate Your Highness on the domestic felicity the Al- 
mighty has graciously bestowed upon you, Her Highness Rani Saheb Shri 
Nandkanvarba, cL, has won a warm corner in the hearts of the people by her 
sympathetic and kind nature, her piety, her efforts in the cause of social 
reform and female education, her literary gifts, and her universal philanthropy, 
We cannot forget the deep interest and personal trouble she took in alleviating 
the sufferings of the famine-stricken in lhe dire famine of 1900. 

Yuvaraja Shri Bhojrajji has already won the affectionate regard of Your 
Highness's subjects by the simplicity, amiability and urbanity of his manners, 

The manner in which Your Highness has ever made yourself accessible 
to all classes of the people, the kindness, courtesy, and the patience which 
have invariably characterized your intercourse with us, and the sympathy with 
our best interests so eminently displayed in Your Highness’s administration, 
have left a deep and lasting impression on our hearts. 

In conclusion, we earnestly implore the Most Gracious Father of us all 
that He may in His infinite kindness bless Your Highness and the members 
of your family with honour, happiness and prosperity, that He may grant Your 
Highness long life to rule over us, and that He may give us further occasions 
to offer you our grateful congratulations while celebrating Your Highness’s 
Golden and Diamond Jubilees, 

His Highness’s reply runs as follows :— 

My beloved people, 

Iam extremely obliged to you for your kind and courteous address, 
The tone of sincere loyalty pervading it has touched me very deeply. I thank 
you for your good wishes and for the appreciative terms in which you have 
referred to Her Highness and the heir-apparent, But no part of your address 
is more welcome to me than the one in which you tell me you are happy and 
contented, For my highest ambition has been to secure your contentment 
and happiness, and your assurance that they have been secured will encourage 
me in my endeavours to see that you have them in a greater degree, 
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It appears that you have been examining the record of the last 25 years, 
I too have been engaged in a similar enquiry. Our investigations have 
brought us to almost the same conclusion, But while we stand on the same 
ground, our outlook is in opposite directions. Looking back you have formed 
a generous eslimate of what has been achieved and have expressed 
satisfaction at the result, perhaps you are exaggerating it. I, on the other 
hand, who have my eyes on the future, can see no end to the path 
of progress, and my ideal appears difficult of attainment. Still we must 
follow that path, keeping the ideal constantly in view. Appreciation of one’s 
efforts in that direction is no small encouragement in the march, but the rate of 
advance really depends on the amount of co-operation. We must all unite in not 
allowing any disturbing element to obstruct or divert peaceful progress. Smoot 
and harmonious action can be secured only by the co-ordination of different 
factors and by defining the sphere of each in such a way that one does not 
overlap or interfere with the other. The business of the State is to clear the 
ground by removing obstructions aud to provide facilities, The development 
of the various branches of education, art, industry and commerce as well as 
social reform must rest with the people, 


With characteristic courtesy you relrain from alluding to any short-comings+ 
real or apparent, Or perhaps you realize, what some do not, that criticism 
without a knowledge of all the facts is not of much value. In saying this I do 
not mean that my administration is {ree from defects, no human institution can 
be perfect. But I do mean that public good has been the object in every act 
of the administration and that personal consideration has never found a place in 
the conception or carrying out of any measure during the quarter of a century 
of my stewardship, 

I take this opportunity to acknowledge publicly the support of all those 
who have loyally co-operated in driving the complex machinery of administra. 
tion and to affirm solemnly that the interests of my dear subjects are deeply 
imbedded in my heart and that the prosperity of Gondaland the happiness of 
my people have always been and will ever remain the paramount consideration 
to the end of my times 

Blessed with an enlightened Ruler, of whom the people of the country 
are justly proud, and for whose efficient and sympathetic administration 
they are duly grateful, and endowed with rich natural resources, full of 
potentiality for further progress, Gondal is already recognised as a model 
State in the Indian Empire. ° 


HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJAH 
SIR SAWANT SINGH BAHADUR, K, C. I, E,, 
MAHARAJAH OF BIJAWAR 


The State of Bijawar is one of the guaranteed chiefships in the Bun- 
delkhand agency, having an area of about 973 square miles, ‘The name is 
said to have been derived from that of a Gond, Bijai Singh, the founder 
of the present town of Bijawar. It is bounded on the north by Chhatar- 
pur, Charkhari and Orchha States, on the south by Charkhari, Panna and 
the Saugor District of the Central Provinces, on the east by Chhatarpur, 
and on the west by the Panna State and the Damoh District, The isolated 
tract of Karahiya is bounded on the north and south by Panna, on the 
west by the Panna State and the Damoli District, and on the east by the 
Ajaigarh State and Baronda, II lies in the low-lying natural Division of 
Central India, though the main section is here and there considerably cut 
up by hills, From the top of the Bijawar Fort one may command a good 
view of the surrounding country. On all sides there runs a_net-work of 
hills rising nowhere to much over 1,600 feet above the sea-level, covered 
with a heavy jungle of small trees and brushwood. Only the country in the 
Karahiya Tahsil is formed of a level alluvial plain, Bijawar gives name 
to one of the most important geological formations in India, of which the 
State contains the type area. Rich deposits of a peculiar kind of iron ore 
are found in a number of places in the State, 


It will not be out of place to give a short account of the Bundela 
(lit, Vindhyela) family, from which all the Bundela Chiefs, including the 
Mahatajah of Bijawar, trace their descent. The Vindhyelas, corrupted 
afterwards into Bundela, are descendants of the Gaharwar family of 
Benares, who appear at one time to have held all the country in this region, 
with Benares and Mahoba as their centres, In A. D, 600 they were ousted 
by the Parihar Rajputs, and did not regain the ascendency for 800 years, 
when their descendants, the Bundelas, obtained possession of much of the 
old tracts. The Gaharwars of Benares are descended from Manu Vaivaswat 
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and Ikshvaku through Lava, the elder son of Ram. From Lava were 
descended two brothers, Canaksen and Gagansen. The former is said to 
have founded Vallabhipura in Gujarat in Sambat 201, or A. D, 144, while 
Gagansen went eastwards and established a kingdom for himself near 
Benares and Ayodhya in Sambat 239, or A, D, 182, Hemkarn, son of Karn 
Pal, Rajah of Benaves, better known as Pancham, was the head of the 
Bundela clan ; and the first Bundela, who afterwards acquired power in 
this locality, was Sahanpal, who flourished early in the thirteenth century 
and established himself at Kundar in the Orchha State, Between 1269 
and 1501 eight Chiefs ruled over Bundelkhand, and gradually extended the 
Bundela dominion. In 1501 Rudra Pratap succeeded and founded the 
Orchha town, He was a bold and energetic ruler, and all the Bundela 
chiefships in this country owe their origin to him, On Maharajah Rudra 
Pratab Singh’s death in 1531, his eldest son, Bhartichand, succeeded him, 
The Bundela Chiefs of Dangahi were all descended from Udayajit, the 
younger brother of Bhartichand, Of all the rulers in Bundelkhand, Bir 
Singh Dev was the most famous, A man of great personality, and of few 
scruples, he soon acquired large territory and immense wealih, He was 
succeeded by Maharajah Jujhar Singh, a weak but turbulent chief, who 
involved the Slate in difficulties, After the revolt and subsequent death 
of Jujhar Singh, the whole of Bundelkhand was without a ruler, Taking 
advantage of this state of affairs, Champat Rai, son of Udayajit, com- 
menced harassing the Moghuls, and finally established himself as the 
recognised leader of (he Bundela clan, For sometime he was regarded 
with favour by Aurangzeb, whose army he led across the fords of the 
Chamba! river before the battle of Samogurh, Later on he fell into 
disfavour and was attacked by Moghul forces, To escape capture, he was 
killed at his own request by his wife, who committed suicide immediately 
after. His son, Chhatarsal, though only a youth, carried on his father’s work, 
and acting more systematically, soon acquired possession of Bundelkhand, 
east of the Dhasan river, By 1671 he was virtually the ruler of Bundel- 
khand, Orchha and Datia, though the last two were held separately by 
Chiefs of the same clan, Chhatarsal first established his capital at Kalinjar, 
and after consolidating his power, removed it in 1675 to Panna and Jailpur, 
In 1729 the Emperor Mahomed Shah sent Mahomed Khan Bangash into 
Bundelkhand to check his growing power, and Chhatarsal was consequently 
driven away from Jaitpur, Reduced to extremities, he appealed for assistance 
to the Peshwa Baji Rao I, who gave a ready response, and Mahomed Khan 
Bangash, after a seige of six months, was expelled by the allics trom 
Jaitpuy. In 1731 Chhatarsal divided his vast possessions. ‘The largest share, 
valued at thirly-nine lakhs annually, went to the eldest son, and 
a second including Saugor District, with an annual income of thirty-two 
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lakhs, was granted to the Peshwa in return for his services ; while a third 
including Jaitpur, Banda, Ajaigarh, Charkhari, Bijawar, etc , was conferred 
onhis third son, Jagat Raj. Jagat Raj had eleven sons, and gave Bijawar 
in 1769 to one of his sons, Bir Singh Dev. He extended his original holding, 
but was killed, while fighting against Ali Bahadur ancl Himmat Bahadur of 
Banda, in 1793. The latter restored ihe State to Keshri Singh, son of 
Bir Singh Dev, granting him a sanad in 1802, When the British came 
to hold supreme power, Rajah Keshri Singh al once transferred his alle- 
fiance to them. He was, however, carrying on a feud at the time with the 
Chiefs of Chhatarpur and Charkhari regarding the possession of certain 
territories, and his Sanad was withheld until the dispute was finally settled, 
He died in 1810, and, the dispute having been settled, a sanad was granted 
to his son, Ratan Singh, in 1811 in return for the usual allegiance. Ratan 
Singh, on his accession, instituted a state coinage, He died in 1832 without 
issue. Disputes arose as to the succession, and finally the Government of 
India recognised Lachman Singh as the rightful Chief, and he ruled from 
1832 to 1847, His son Bhanupratap Singh succeeded him. In 1857 
Rajah Bhanupratap Singh was the ruler of Bijawar, who, with a considerable 
force, helped the English in driving the army of the rebel Nawab of Banda 
from Kabrai in the Hamirpur District, For the loyal services rendered 
during the troublous times of the Mutiny, His Highness received 
a khillat and a hereditary salute of eleven guns, In 1862 he 
obtained the sanad of adoption, In 1866 the hereditary title of 
Maharajah was conferred on him. In 1867 he was formally invested, under 
a sanad, with supreme criminal jurisdiction within the Slate, In 1877 on 
the occasion of the Imperial Assemblage at Delhi his litle was amplified 
by the addition of Sawai to that of Maharajah, Maharajah Bhanupratap 
Singh’s administration, however, plunged the State into financial difficul- 
ties, and, as he showed no sign of mending his conduct, Bijawar 
was placed under British supervision in 1897, Having no son, he 
adopted in 1898 Rao Rajah Sawant Singh, the present Chief, the second 
son of His Highness the Maharajah of Orchha, The Government 
of India having recognised the succession of Sawai Maharajah Sawant 
Singh to the Bijawar State, the installation ceremony was performed at 
Bijawat by Captain C, H, Pritchard, the Political Agent in Bundelkhand, 
on the 26th June 1900, 

His Highness has doubtless been much profited by the advice of 
Captain Pritchard, given at the lime of his accession, thal His 
Highness should have a concilialing spirit, backed up by firmness 
and strong regard for justice and for the rights of his subjects, 
From the time His Highness took ihe reins of government into 
his hands, it has been his aim to become acquainted with the 
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works of all departments and with the details of administration. His High- 
ness realises that 1t is the duty of the Chief of a Native State to devote 
himself to the work of governing with justice and honour and not to lead 
a life of careless ease, In 1905 the Imperial Government was pleased to 
confer upon His Highness full ruling powers, The Maharajah has all 
along taken a keen and direct interest in the well-being of his subjects. 
Indeed for some months His Highness practically managed his State 
single-handed in a manner which proved his fitness for the high position 
the late Maharajah Bhanupratap Singh and the Government of India had 
selected him for, Since his succession to the gadi, His Highness has 
introduced several reforms in the State, The land tenure has been 
revised ; a new survey and a new settlement of the land have been start- 
ed; the forest administration has been thoroughly reorganised ; and 
several other useful measures, tending to promote the welfare of the 
people and the efficiency of the management, have been put in hand. 
The present revenue of the State is about (vo lakhs and a half. 


In the time of his predecessor, Maharajah Bhanupratap Singh, the 
State was on the brink of bankruptcy. In 1897 when the Government 
of India took over the administrative charge, there was a cash balance 
of only one rupee in the Treasury, and there were liabilities to the extent 
of nearly five lakhs of rupees, But the finances of the State now show a 
bright outlook, The debts contracted during the time of famine, as well 
as other liabilities, have all been liquidated, His Highness has been very 
generous in the matter of relieving his subjects in times of famine by re- 
mitting long-standing arrears and helping them in all other possible ways, 
He is easily accessible to all and ever prompt in punishing wrong-doers. 
He devotes his energies to make the durbar popular and respected. He 
is an excellent rider and a skilful marksman, 


In 1905 His Highness had the privilege ot an interview witl their 
Royal Highnesses, then Prince and Princess of Wales, 


His Imperial Majesty was pleased to confer on His Highness the 
Maharajah Bahadur the distinction of a Knight Commander of the Most 
Eminent Order of the Indian Empire, at the Delbi Coronation Durbar of 
1911, : 

In the work of administration the Maharajah Bahadur has been ably 
assisted, from 1908, by the present (alented Dewan, Pandit Shri Ram- 
Nait, whose meritorious services in the Orchha State have already earned 
for him recognition at the hands of the Government of India. Under 
their joint care the Stato has completely recovered {rom its difficulties, 


and it is already on the road to prosperity, 


HIS HIGHNESS 
THE MAHARAJAH VISHWANATH SINGH BAHADUR 
MAHARAJAH OF CHHATARPUR 

Chhatarpur is one of the principal Sanad States in the Bundelkhand 
Political Charge of the Central India Agency. It has an area of 1,118 
square miles, The nearest Railway stations are Mahoba and Harpalpore 
on the Jhansi-Manickpur section of theG, I, P, Ry., equidistant (about 
thirty-four miles) from Chhatarpur, with an excellent Tonga service from 
Harpalpore to the capital, 

The whole State is situated in the low-lying natural division of 
Central India, and consists of a level plain with a mean elevation of 600 
feet above the sea-level, well-covered with trees and watered by numerous 
tanks, In the Deora Pargana, however, the country is much cut up by 
hills covered with forest, The hills belong to the Vindhyan system and 
form part of the Panna range with an average elevation of 1,600 fect above 
the sea, The most important river in the State is the Ken, which flows 
along the eastern border for a distance of over fifty miles, There are also 
a few other rivers, none of them of any considerable size, and all dried 
up for six or seven months every year. The other streams are almost 
all tributaries of the Ken. 

The climate is comparatively temperate, a hot wind being common in 
summer, The average annual rainfall is forty-six inches, The fauna and flora 
of the State are similar to those found in the other parts of Central India. 
Among the large species of animals, leopards, bears, and deer are common, 
but the jungles are nowhere such as to afford good cover for big game, 

No mines nor minerals of importance exist in the State, The prin- 
cipal exports are tili, ghee, betel leaves, mahua flowers and fruil, soap, 
chironji, lac, tat-patties, gum, bees-wax aud honey; and the principal 
imports are rice, piece-goods, hardware, metals and metal-goods, grain, 
grovery, salt, tobacco, sugar, molasses and spices. 

The population, according to the Census of 1911, is 166,985. ‘The 
total revenue from all sources amounts to about Rs, 4,15,000 per annum, 
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and the expenditure to about Rs, 3,65,000. The former capital of the 
State was Rajnagar. The present capital, Chhatarpur, is fifteen miles 
from Nowgong, and was founded in 1707 by the well-known Maharajah 
Chhatar Sal of Panna. Its population in 1911 was 10,415, 

The State was at first a part of Panna, It was founded in the 
latter part of the cighteenth century by Kunwar Sone Shah Panwar, a rela- 
tion of Maharajah Hindupat of Panna, On Hindupat’s death in 1776; 
the Panna State was temporarily thrown in confusion, and about 1785 
Kunwar Sone Shah Panwar came in possession of the Jaghir, He 
defeated the forces of Panna at Jhumar and added much territory to the 
Jaghir during the distyrbed period of the Mahratta invasion, and was 
subsequently confirmed in bis possession, first by Nawab Ali Bahadur of 
Banda, and then, in 1806, by the British Government, On Sone Shah's 
death, his eldest son, Pratap Singh, was recognised as his successor bya 
Sanad granted in 1817, while the remaining four sons obtained stares, 
which reverted to the State on their demise, One of these shares included 
a grant of three villages to the Dikshit family of Bilahri, the Muafidar 
having been declared to bea guaranteed feudatory of the Chhatarpur State, 
a position which was reaffirmed in August 1906 on the succession 
of the present Muafidar, 

Pratap Singh died without issue, and the State, therefore, escheated to 
the British Government, It was continued, however, to his adopted son, 
Jagat Raj, under a new sanad of 1854, in consideration of the loyalty and 
fidelity of the family. The old provision, limiting the succession strictly 
to male heirs, has since been abrogated by the adoplion sanad granted by 
Lord Canning in 1862, 

From 18654 to 1863 the State was administered by Pratap Singh's 
second Raniand was under British supervision [rom 1863 to 1867, when 
Jagat Raj, then twenty-five years of age, was given powers of adminis. 
tration, He, however, died shortly after, leaving a child the present 
Chief, just fourteen months old, The State again came under 
British superintendence and remained so up 1o 1887 (the Dowager Rani 
acting as Regent for two years from 1876 to 1878), when the young Rajah 
Vishwanath Singh was given powers, {n 1897 the title of Maharajah was 
conferred on him as a personal distinction. His Highness is an 
educated Chief and has evinced great interest in conserving and 
restoring the ancient monuments in the State. 

There are numerous arche>logical remains, the most important 
collection of buildings being at Khajraho, where perhaps the finest 
group of temples in Northern India is to be seen, The other objects 
of interest are the Chhatar Sal's cenotaph at Mau, the Ken waterfall 
at Raneo, and the palace at Rajgarh. The important public buildings of 
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the State are the palace, the courts, the high school, the dispensary, 
and the guest-house at the capital, and the old palace and the hospital 
at Rajnagar. The High School at the capital, teaches up to the Matricu- 
lation standard of the Allahabad University, and there are also sixty. 
three primary schools in the Parganas, where Hindi is generally taught, 
The High School is 260 strong, and the primary schools in the interior 
are attended by over 1,100 children. 

The regular force of the State consists of 80 officers and men, and 
the irregular force of about 150 men. For administrative purposes the 
State is divided into four Tahsils (Revenue Divisions)—Chhatarpur, Raj. 
nagar, Lonri, and Deora, and into six thanas (police stations)—Kotavali, 
Mau, Malehra, Rajnagar, Launn, and Kishangarh, The Chief exercises 
full administrative powers, Next to him is the Minister or Dewan, 
who is the chief Executive Officer. The principal departments of 
administration are the Durbar Khas, presided over by the Maharajah, 
and the Durbar Office under the control of the Dewan. The other 
departments in charge of respective officers are the Nizamat, the Revenue 
and Accounts, Police, Education, Medical, Public Works, and the Army, 

The Chief bears the hereditary titles of “ His Highness" and “ Rajah 
Bahadur” and the personal distinction of “ Maharajah", and is entitled 
to a salute of eleven guns, On State occasions an umbrella, Chour, and 
the flag decorated with the State Coat-of-arms are borne before him, and 
the herald calls out his usual titles His Highness the Maharajah Vish- 
wanath Singh Bahadur, the present Ruler, was born on Bhadon vadi, 4th 
Sambat 19283 (29th August 1866), and succeeded his father, Jagat Raj, in 
1867, He was educated at the Raj Kumar College, Nowgong, and subse- 
quently under the tutorship ofSir (then Mr,) Theodore Morison, now a 
Member of the Council of the Secretary of State for India, The Maha. 
rajah married in February 1884 the daughter of His Highness the Maha- 
rajah Sir Pratap Singh Bahadur of Orchha, G. C, 8, |., G.C, LE, He has 
no issue. He has three uncles and eight cousins living, and they all 
hold Jaghirs in the State. 

The present Chief Minister of the State is Pandit Shyam Behari Misra, 
M. A, of Lucknow. He belongs to the Provincial Civil Service of the 
United Provinces, having served as a Deputy Superintendent and offici- 
ated as a Supetintendent of Police. His services have been lent to the 
Chhatarpur Ducbar by the Government of India, He has worked in the 
State for two years; and ducing this short period, he has introduced many 
valuable reforms and greaily improved the administration. He is an 
accomplished writer of Hindi prose and verse 

Under the able rule of the Chief and his Minister the State has made 
very good progress, and it bids fair to have greater prosperity in the future. 
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MAJOR HIS HiGHNESS THE RAJAH 
SIR SAJJAN SINGH BAHADUR, K, CG, S. I, 
RAJAH OF RATLAM 


Ratlam is the premier Rajput Stale in the Malwa political charge 
of the Central India Agency with an area of 902 square miles, of 
which 455 square miles are held by Jaghirdars, and 447 are khalsa or 
lands under the immediate control of the Durbar, In addition to this, 
sixty villages, covering an arca of about 228 square miles, are in the posses- 
sion of the Chief of Kushalgarh in Rajputana, on payment to the State of 
atanka of Rs, 600. The population 1s 85,000, and the annual revenue 
comes to about nine lakhs, 62 per cent, of the people are Hindus, and 
the rest Mahomedans, Jains and Animists. More than 40 per cent, live by 
agriculture, Rangri 1s the principal language. Geologically the 
State ts in the Deccan trap area, and the soil partakes of the propet- 
ties common to such formation. The Vindhyan sandstone, which is 
quarried neat the capital city, 1s useful for building purposes. 
The soil, being of the black cotlon variety, is fairly fertile, and the 
principal crops are wheat, maize, gram, cotton and poppy. The capital 
of the State is the clean and well lard-out town of Ratlam, 1,577 feet above 
the sea-level, The Rajah’s palace is the most important building in the 
place, There are, besides, a number of religious establishments or 
Thanaks, belonging to the Jains, 

The Chiefs of Ratlam are Rathor Rajputs of ihe Ratnawat or Ratnaut 
branch, They are descended from Maharajah Udat Singh of Jodhpur. 
Dalpat Singh, the sevenih of Udai Singh’s seventeen sons, had a son, 
Maheshdas, whose eldest son was Ratan Singh. The latter distinguished 
himself in the services of the Emperor Shah Jahan, especially in the wars 
against the Persians in Khorasan andin quelling the rebellion of the 
Usbegs in Khandahar, both forming frontier provinces under the then 
Emperor of India, There is an anecdote about his fighting a wild ele- 
phant, with only a dagger in hand. In return for his conspicuous setvices, 
Shah Jahan conferred on him about the year 1648 extensive tracts in Malwa 
with the title of Maharajah, and the insignia of Mahi-Maratib (the Order 
of the Fish) and raised him to the command of 3,000, Ratan Singh 
ultimately fixed the village of Ratlam as his capital and setiled down there, 
He was killed in the battle of Ujjain near Dharmaipur or Fatehabad, on 
the 20th April £658, {His next three successors were Ram Singh (1658-82), 
Shiv Singh (1682-84), and Chhatarsal (1684-1709). ‘The death of his eldest 
son, Hate Singh, miade Chhatarasal retire from the gadi alter dividing 
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the country among his two surviving sons, Kesri Singh and Pratap 
Singh, and his grandson, Beri Sal, Hate Singh’s son, This resulted in a 
dispute among them, The grandson retired to Jaipur, and his jaghir 
lapsed into Ratlam under Maharajah Kesri Singh, The fight between 
Kesri Singh and Pratap Singh ended in the death of the formeron a 
battle-field in 1716. His sons, Man Singh and Jai Singh, attacked their 
uncle, Pratap Singh, to avenge their father’s death and killed him at Sagod, 
Man Singh then mounted the gadi of Ratlam, and conferred the jaghir of 
Sailana on his younger brother, Jai Singh, from whom the Sailana family 
is descended. Ratlam thereafter seems to have had a peaceful existence 
until it was disturbed by the Mahrattas under Sindhia and Holkar in the 
days of Rajah Padam Singh. Unable to withstand their exactions, Rajah 
Parvat Singh took to arms and inflicted a severe defeat on Sindhia, 
Through the intercession in 1819 of Sir John Malcolm, further bloodshed 
was averted, and a treaty was entered into with Sindhia, by which the 
political autonomy of Ratlam was recognized on an annual payment 
of a tribute of Rs, 42,000, which has since been transferred to 
the British, Peace was thus secured for the State through British 
protection, In 1864 all jands necessary for railways were ceded 
by the State. Transit duties on salt were abolished in 1881 for an 
annual compensation of Rs. 1,000, and the other transit duties also were 
abolished in 1885 except the oneon opium, Prior to 1887 the sayar 
revenue of the Sailana State was collected by the Ratlam Durbar as q 
suzerain right, but under the agreement of 1887 Ratlam received annually 
Rs, 18,000 S. S. from Sailana as compensation for relinquishing its (Rat« 
lam’s) right to levy customs dues in Sailana. This agreement was 
re-adjusted in 1902, whereby the Ratlam Durbar now receives Rs, 6,000 
British currency and exempts Sailana goods from all customs dues, except 
octroi, Rajah Ranjit Singh, who was made a K, C, J, E. in 1887, died in 
1893, and he was succeeded by his son, the present Chief, Rajah Sir Sajjan 
Singh, when he was hardly thirteen years old, , 

The young Prince was educated at the Daly College, Indore, and was 
invested with full ruling powers in 1898, In 1902 he married a daughter 
of H. H. Sir Khengharji Bahadur, the Rao of Cutch. The next year he 
joined the newly-inaugurated Imperial Cadet Corps, and attended the Delhi 
Durbar held by Lord Curzon asa member of that corps as wall asa 
Ruling Chief. He retired from the corps in March 1908 asan Under Officer, 
His Highness was present at Indore in 1905 to meet Their Royal Hij hnesses 
the Prince and Princess of Wales, and he also formed one of His Roy ul High- 
ness’s escort in Calcutta, In February 1908,a Captaincy in his }.ajesty's 
army was conferred on His Highness, and in June 1909, he was made a 
KGS], In December 1911, the King-Emperor appointed the Rajan Sahib 
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a Major in His Majesty’s Indian Forces, In the Coronation Polo Tourna- 
ment between the Scouts captained by His Highness and the 10th Hussars 
played in Calcutta on the 3rd January 1912, His Highness’s team came out 
successful and won ihe gold cup, which was presented to the Rajah Saheb 
by His Imperial Majesty the King-Emperor in person. His Highness was 
gazetted Honorary A. D. C, to the King-Emperor on the 6th July 1915. 

The Chiefs of Ratlam are related by consanguinity to the Maha- 
rajahs of Jodhpur, Bikanir, Kishangarh and Idar, and are connected by 
marriage with those of Udaipur, Cutch, Rewa and Dhrangadhra. His 
Highness is considered the principal Rajput leader in Western Malwa, 
and all religious disputes among Rajputs in those parts are referred to him 
for decision. He enjoysa salute of eleven guns, 

For administrative purposes the State is divided into two tabsils : 
Ratlam and Bajna. The Durbar Court, presided over by the Chief, 
is the final authority in all administrative and civil and criminal matters ; 
but criminal cases involving a death sentence require the confirmation of 
the Agent to the Governor-General, 

The State army consists of a body of regular cavalry of forty-one 
sawars, known as the Sajjan Risala, and 100 regular infantry, furnishing 
guard to the palace, etc. with five serviceable guns and twelve gunners, 
Acorps of Despatch Riders for Imperial service has been maintained 
since 1909. Besides this, there is a regular police force of 298 men 
under a Superintendent, The central jail is located ai Ratlam, and there 
isa district jail al Bajna, Provision for education is made in the Ratlam 
Central College and in fifty other cducational institutions, There is a 
school for girls althe capital, The other buildings of importance area 
dak-bungalow and a guest-house surrounded by a public garden with 
zoological collections, Ratlam is at the junction of the Rajputana-Malwa 
Railway, andthe Ratlam-Baroda branch of the Bombay-Baroda and 
Central India Railway, 

The following is a happy character-sketch of His Highness by a high 
political officer who has known him well:— 

In His Highness we all recognize the best type of a Rajput gentleman, 
as high a type as can be found, a thorough sportsman who has never failed 
to play the game, a capable rwer who works steadily and unostentatiously 
for the good of his people, a lnya! Chief sccond to none in devotion to the 
Crown, and a brave soldier who, 11 occasion ar se, would not hesitate to 
show inthe cause of the Kinw-Emper r Uk same splendid valour and 
self-sacrifice thal won for his greal ancest r, Ratan Singh, undying glory 
on the fatal field of Fatehabad, 

Kadam is a Stale which is ruled on the best Rajput lraditions of 
chivalry and large-hearledness, 


HIS HIGHNESS THE RAJAH SIR 
JESWANT SINGH BAHADUR, K,C. 1. E,, 
RAJAH OF SAILANA (CENTRAL INDIA) 


it is well-known that the history of many an Indian Principality 
is, up toa certain point, the histery of its neighbours. Ratlamand 
Sailana afford an instance of such correspondence. The rulers of 
both States are Rathor Rajputs, and have a common ancestiy 
with the Maharajahs of Jodhpm. Ratlam was founded by the heroic 
Ratan Singh, whose great-grandfather, Udaya Singh, had occupied 
the Marwar throne towards the close of the sixteenth century, 
Mahesh Das, the father of Ratan Singh, rendered signal services to 
the Emperor Shah Jehan, who tewarded him with the grant of a 
great number of villages, Ratan Singh attended the }mperal Court 
of Delhi when a young man of twenty-three, and there distingui- 
shed himself by boldly attacking and wounding a mad elephant which 
had broken loose in the streets of the cily, The Emperor, pleased 
with the courage of the young Frince, bestowed upon him a rich 
State comprising twelve large districts in Malwa yielding a yearly 
income of Rs, 53,00,000. Ratan Singh was killed in battle against 
Aurangzeb and Morad, who were proceeding to Delhi ostensibly to 
see their father, the Emperor, who was then lying iN, but in 
reality to usurp power, Ratan Singh was succeeded by his eldest 
son, Ram Singh, who founded the city of Ratlam to commemorate 
his father's and his own name, This Prince, after a reign of 
twenty yeats, died, like his father, in a field of battle. Shiv Singh 
next occupied the gadi and, when he died issueless, the throne 
was seized by Kesheo-Dasji, the son of Ram Singh, in spite of 
the opposition of the leading nobles, He, however, incurred the 
displeasure of, the Emperor Aurangzeb, and, on his dethronement, 
Ratlam was first made Khalsa, and then handed over to Chhas 
tra Sal, one of the surviving sons of Ratan Singh, Chhatra Sal, 
who had already fought valiantly in the campaigns against Bijapur 
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and Golconda, as well as atl Raigarh and Jhinji, marched in 1709 
with the Imperial army to the Deccan. In the action of Parnala 
his eldest son, Hatte Singh, who had accompanied him, was killed, 
and Chhatra Sal, overpowered with grief, renounced all his connec- 
tions with the world, and thereafter lived at Ujjain, the lile of 
a tecluse, He left his dominions to be administered by his son, 
Keshri Singh, and at the old Rajah’s death, the territories, along with the 
right of levying customs dues, were apportioned in three equal parts 
among his two sons, Keshri Singh and Partab Singh, and his grand-son, 
Bairi Sal, the rightful heir, Ratlam fell to the lot of Keshri Singh, Partab 
Singh received Raoti, (the Sailana State), while Dhamnod was given to the 
grand-son. Theapportionment was anything but satisfactory to Partab 
Singh. Bairi Sal quitted {he scene of dissension for the Court of Jaipur, 
leaving Dhamnod to his uncle, Keshri Singh, the ruler of Ratlam, Partab 
Singh demanded half the territory which had been relinquished by his 
nephew, but Keshri Singh stood against his claims, Partab Singh there- 
upon killed his brother, and in 1717 assumed the government of Ratlam, 
inaddition to his territories of Raoti, This Prince, not blessed with a 
male issue, had previously adopted Jey Singh, the younger son of the 
brother he had murdered, Upon the death of his father, Jey Singh fled 
from Ratlam, collected an army, and, aided by Lalgarh and other kins- 
men, marched upon the State. Partab Singh was killed, and his army 
was routed with great loss, Jey Singh then took possession of Ratlam, 
Honourably mindful of theclaim of his elder brother, he invited Man 
Singh to occupy the throne, and, on his arrival from Delhi, advanced to 
meet him at Mandsour, whence the (wo brothers returned to Ratlam in 
triumph, Man Singh was placed upon the gadi of Ratlam, and Jey Singh 
on that of Raoti, (Vide Lalji Kulguroo’s book and the Narak vachan of 
Lachman Singh wtitten by himself in Samvat 1882 and kefiyat of Ratlam 
re Maratib case, in Samvat 1818). Subsequently Jey Singh removed his 
capital from Raoti to Sailana, which, to-day, gives its name to the State, 
Devi Singh, the eldest son of Jey Singh, died before his father 
without issue, His second brother, Daulat Singh, was not allowed to suc» 
ceed on account of his mental defects, The succession devolved on 
Jeswant Singh, who, after a reign of fourteen years, died withuut an 
heir, Ajab Singh, the fourth brother, now succeeded to the gadi, but 
Daulat Singh stood against him, In the struggles that followed, the valiant 
Ajab Singh was assisted by the Chiefs of Ratlam and Sitamau, and Daulat 
Singh was completely defeated, When the Marathas overran Central 
India, Sailana, in common with other States, became tributary to Sindhia, 
an annual payment being demanded of 42,000 Salim Shahi rupees. In 
spite of this payttent Sindhia’s hordes constantly pillaged the country, and, 
in 1819 Lakshman Singh sought the aid of the British, Through the 
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mediation of Sir John Malcolm an agreement was concluded by which the 
tribute was guaranteed to Sindhia,and the Maharajah of Gwalior, in relurn, 
undertook never to interfere with the administration of the State or the 
succession, Lakshman Singh, Ratan Singh, Nahar Singh, and Takhat 
Singh, successively ruled the State, Afterthe death of the Prince last 
named, in 1850, he was succeeded by his son, Duleh Singh, a boy of ten, 
During his minority the management of the State was undertaken by the 
British Government. The surviving Rani of Ratan Singh was placed at 
the head of a Council of Regency, and Mir Sahamat Ally was nominated 
joint Superintendent. On attaining his majority in 1859, Duleh Singh was 
given sole control of the State. 

The Godra-Ratlam-Nagda Railway and the Rajputana Malwa Railway 
pass through the territories of Sailana, Over the lands required for the 
first-named line, the State, in accordance with an agreement concluded in 
1864. ceded in 1891 all rights of jurisdiction to the British Government, By 
virtue of two agreements arranged in 1880 and 1888, the State abolished 
all transit duty on salt passing through Sailana, and received as compensas 
tion a payment of Rs, 412-8 per annum, Transit duty on all articles of 
consumption except opium, was abolished in the Sailana territory in 1887. 

After reigning forty-five years, Rajah Duleh Singh died in October 
1895, Eleven years previously he had adopted as his heir Jeswant Singh 
of Semlia, who therefore took up the succession and is the present Chief, 
His Highness was born on the 38rd September 1864. He was educated at 
the Rajkumar College, Indore, and, at the lime of his accession, was thitty- 
one years of age. The installation was conducted by Colonel (now Sir 
David) Barr, the Governor-General's Agent in Central India, on the 24th 
December 1895, when His Highness was invested with full governing 
powers, The early years of his rule had been marked by considerable 
improvements, the Rajah having exhibited a constant anxiely to administer 
his territories wisely, When Duleh Singh died, Sailana was left with 
a heavy burden of debt, and its afiaits fell into considerable 
disorder.’ His successor promptly applied himself towards setting right 
the financial tangle, and, with the aid of competent Dewans, elected 
considerable progress in that direction, though the famine of 1899-1900 
naturally caused a set-back, burdening the Slate with a debt of a lakh of 
rupees. The first Minister was the late Khan Bahadur Nowroji Manekji 
Khory, who was succeeded by Mr. Pyara Lal, Barrister-at-Law, who, in his 
turn, was succeeded by the present Dewan, Rai Saheb Pandit Rajkishan. 
Among the tangible evidences of progress may be mentioned the hospital 
and the schools whichhave 'been opened in recent years, and the public 
buildings and the excellent roads coristructed, The British Government, 
in appreciation of His Highness’s excellent services, especially of those 
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rendered to the people during the famine of 1899-1900, conferred upon 
him, on the Ist January 1901, a Kaisar-i-Hind Medal of the first class, The 
published official reports of British officers respecting mis Highness’s 
famine administration, were of adeservedly complimentary character. 
For example, writing on May 30, 1900, respecting atour of the relief 
works in and about the capital, taken under the personal conduct of His 
Highness, Lieut, H. Stewart, Famine Assistant in Malwa, observed: “The 
condition of the people is excellent; the Rajah takes the keenest personal 
interest in his relief works; and owing to the thorough manner in which 
they have been instituted in all parts of his State, 1 am confident that 
there has been little or no distress,” This testimony was endorsed by Capt, 
W. M. Cubitt, the Political Agent in Malwa, in his report for the year 
1900-01, and the Rajah and his Dewan were warmly commended for their 
exertions. The report added that the famine administration and the 
concurrent loss of revenue had put a heavy strain upon the financial 
position of the State, and some years of careful management are likely to 
free it from debt 3 and special reference was made in it to the satisfactory 
character of the administration of justice in the State, 

The Rajah of Sailana is entitled to a salute of eleven guns, The mili- 
tary force which he maintains consists of 160 cavalry, and five guns. His 
State has an area of 500 square miles, and yields a revenue of about four 
lakhs of rupees. The population at the last Census was 25,781 as against 
81,512 in 1891. ‘The decrease of 18 percent was due of course to 
emigration and ‘enhanced mortalily during the famine period, Sailana is 
in the Malwa division of the Central India Agency, and the capital 
town is situated twelve miles io the north-west of Ratlam, 

In 1904 when Lord Curzon arranged a Conference to consider 
the reorganization of the Mayo College, His Highness, as one of the most 
enlightened Princes of Central India, was selected as a representative, 
Aftet wards he became a permanent member of the General Council of the 
College. He is also a permanent member of the Daly College Council. 

Under His Highness’s beneficent rule, other signs of social progress 
are manifest, Hospitals and Schools for both sexes have been founded, 
magnificent palaces and temples built, gardens and roads made, Thou- 
sands of mango trees now line the road-sides, and tanks have been 
constructed and wells sunk where need for such existed. Sanitary condi- 
tions are immensely improved ; and the streets of the capital have been 
widened and the lighting of them arranged for. 

Among the new buildings are the temples of Kalka Mata and Govind 
_Deoji, Rang Mahal, Gagan Arch, Clock.Tower, Keertiasthambha, Resala 
lines, Kul Karkhana, and Mallani Bridge, a School, and the grand Palace 
called Jeswant Niwas, built at a cost of Rs. 2,00,000, and famous for its 
great marble pillars and the biggest Arch Hall in Central India, The 


264 THE RULING CHIEFS, NOBLES AND ZAMINDARS OF INDIA 


reconstruction of the Fort and the Well of Govind Kund are also results 
of the rule of the present Rajah, the well being in memory of his late Rani, 
Govind Kunwar Kachwaiji, of Machhand, whose death was a gieat blow 
to him. Since that time he has worn mourning and has not appeared at 
any State ceremonials, 

The Chhatri of Ratan Singhji the Great was built at Fatehabad at a 
cost of Rs, 23,000 some 250 years alter the death of the Prince it comme. 
morates, The land was obtained from Maharajah Sindhia, and Ratlam 
and Sitamau subscribed liberally for it. 

The interest of His Highness in learning is exemplified by the 
establishment of a Club and Library in the capital, and the royal patro- 
nage was of immense value in establishing the Sailana Bank, now in a 
sound and flourishing condition, The industrial possibilities of the State 
have been developed to some purpose, and there are a weaving mill and a 
ginning factory, while trade in genera} has been so greatly encouraged by 
the abolition of obnoxious duties that it has grown to ten times its former 
value in the past twenty years, The copper coins of the State are struck 
at the Government Mint, On one side they bear the bust of the King- 
Emperor and on the reverse “ Sailana Raj” in Hindi. 

Among other reforms introduced by His Highness may be mentioned 
a system of local self-government including a Municipality for the town of 
Sailana, and the revival of the village panchayats. Schemes under consi- 
deration include compulsory education throughout the State, electric light 
for the town, and the connection of Ratlam and Sailana by railway, 
Details of the latter project have already been submitted to the Political 
Agent. The State proposes to finance the construction of the line, and 
the prospects of the scheme are most hopeful, In accordance with the 
wishes of the Government of India, a tract of Jand has been acquired at 
Delhi, so that State buildings may be constructed there in due course, 
His Highness has opened a Famine Fund and intends to introduce a 
Famine Insurance, whereby those that contribute to it will receive food 
free of charge in times of scarcity. 

Regarding the Minto-Morley scheme to enlarge the Viceroy's Council 
and to appoint an Advisory Council of the Ruling Chiefs, the views of 
His Highness were invited by the Government of India in 1907 
with special reference to the latter proposal. 

A gracious act of His Highness was the reconciliation of the houses 
of Ratlam, Sailana and Sitamau, when Rajah Ram Singhji of Sitamau was 
adopted from Kachi Baroda, The three rulers met at Fatehabad to con~ 
sult concerning the erection of Maharajah Ratan Singhji’s Chhatri there, 
and His Highness seized the opportunity to establish the good-will which 
at present prevails, His relations with the Jodlipur house are cordial in 
the extreme, The Maharajah-of Jodhpur delights to honour him and in his 
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Jetters addresses His Highness as Rajah Dhiraj, When the Rajah visits 
Jodhpur, he is received at the railway station by the Maharajah, who per- 
forms Nichharaval of two gold mohurs, while in return His Highness 
offers him a nazar of five and performs a Nichharaval of two gold mohurs, 

During the present reign many Ruling Chiefs have visited Sailana 
and exchanged khillats with the usual ceremonials. Among these 
guests may be mentioned the Maharaj Kunwar of Orchha (Tikamgaih), 
the Maharaval of Dungarpur, K. C. 1, E., the Maharaval of Banswara, the 
Maharawat of Partabgarh (Rajputana), the Rajah of Dewas, S, B., the Nawab 
of Jaora, the Rajah of Ratlam, the Rajah of Sitamau, the Rajah of 
Narsingarh and the Rana of Barwani; but perhaps the most interesting of 
allis His Highness Maharajah Sir Sayaji Rao Gaekwar, G,C.S.1., of Baroda, 

The last great event of importance in the annals of the State was the 
Coronation Durbar at Delhi in 1911, for which His Highness received 
an invitation Kharita from His Excellency the Viceroy, 

Accompanied by his Dewan, he attended the Durbar and received a 
Coronation Medal and Their Imperial Majesties’ photographs with auto- 
graph signatures, The Dewan, Pandit Rajkishan, was the recipient of the 
title of Rai Saheb, and the Rajah’s two younger sons, Maharaj Kunwar 
Mandhata Singhji and Ramchandra Singhji, had the honour of being appo- 
inted pages to Her Imperial Majesty Queen-Empress Mary, who conferred 
on them diamond badges as marks of honour, Seven Sardars of the gtate 
also received Coronation Medals. His Highness presided over the meetings 
of the Kshatriya Upakarini Maha Sabha at Delhi, of which heis now Vice 
President, He is also Vice-President of the Sanatan Dharm Maha Mandal, 

HisElighness has five surviving sons and three daughters ; one son and 
two daughters had died in infancy, The young Princes are receiving their 
education at the Mayo College, Ajmer, and the first two ate studying in 
the Post Diploma class, which is equivalent to the Degree of Bachelor of 
Arts, The heir-apparent, Maharaj Kunwar Dileep Singhji, married the 
daughter of His Highness the Maharavat of Devlia-Partabgarh, but, sad to 
relate, she died fourteen months later. The second son, Bharat Singhji, has 
been adopted in Multhan, a family descended from one of the twelve 
sons of the great Ratan Singhji, Mandhata Singhji, the third son, has had 
the Jagir of Raoti conferred upon him, and to the fourthson, Ramachandra 
Singhji, has been assigned the Jagir of Kaneri, while Ajaishatru Singhyi, the 
youngest son, holdsin Bef Advania, Govindpura and other villages, Each 
son has had a splendid house erected for him, The eldest daughter, Bapu 
Saheba Devendra Kunwar, is marricd to H. H, Maharaval Sir Bijay Singhji 
KC. J, E,, of Dungarpur. The second daughter, Bapu Saheba Shivakun- 
war, has married H. H, Rajah Arjun singhji of Narsingarh, The third 
daughter, Bapu Saheba Laxmi Kunwar, is betrothed to the Rao Bahadur 


Durjan Sal ginghji of Khilchipur, 


HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARANA 
SHRI GHANSYAMSINHJI 
RA] SAHEB OF DHRANGADHRA 


DHRANGADHRA is a first-class State in the north of the Kathiawar 
Peninsula comprising a portion of the lesser Rann, It has an area of 1,167 
square miles with a population of 79,142, Its annual revenue is about 
fifteen lakhs, including the income from the State Railway from Dhrang.- 
adhra to Wadhwan. Natural salt is found everywhere in the Rann, and 
there is also extensive salt-manufacture at Kuda. 

The Chiefs of Dhrangadhra belong to the famous Jhala tribe, which 
has given rulers to many principalities in Central, Western and Upper 
India, They trace their descent from the well-known Harpal Deo, 
who established himself at Patri and became the Chief of an extensive 
tract of country comprising neatly 1,800 villages, known as Jhalawad after 
the family name, He extended his rule into Kathiawar also, The State 
flourished under his successor, Sodhoji, from the sixteenth century 
onwards. The family then went through several vicissitudes, Many 
of its members established themselves as rulers of small principalities, such 
as Wadhwan, Wankaner, Jhalrapatan, Saila, Chuda and Lakhtar, It was in 
the eighteenth century that Raj Raisinhji built the fort of Dhrangadhra, 
One of his successors, Raj Jasvantsinhji (1782-1801), made it the capital 
of the State. When Kathiawar became settled afler the advent of the British 
supremacy, Dhrangadhia recovered itself from its exhaustion and was 
placed on the road to progress, Luckily for her, the succession of a num- 
ber of enlightened rulers made its progress on modern lines an casy 
matter, The country became thoroughly settled, its population increased, 
and its industries revived. 

Maharana Shri Ranmalsinhji (1843-1869) was an accomplished scholar 
in Sanskrit, Persian and Urdu. He was an efficient ruler and, in 
appreciation of his abilities, he was invested by the Supreme Government 
with the insignia of the Most Exalted Order af the Star of India, being 
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one of the first of the Kathiawar Chiefs to receive such a distinction, He 

was succeeded by his son, Maharana Shri Mansinhji, who closely followed 
in the footsteps of his father and did his utmost to improve the State and 
bring the administration to a high level of efficiency. He founded schools 

and operied dispensaries throughout his principality, The Prince of Wales 

Hospital in the capital was constructed during his time, Both the father 

and the son established good family connections with many ruling houses, 

suchas those of Jaipur, Jodhpur, Ratlam, Idar and Cutch, In November 1900, 
he was succeeded by his grandson, Maharana Shri Ajitsinhji, who was an 

enlightened and able ruler. He organised the State Militia, reformed the 

police,and put down crime, He readily offered to place his well-discipliner 
troops at the disposal of the Supreme Government during the frontier 

troubles of 1908, In his time education became free in the State; a well- 

equipped High School was set up at the capital; and a library was | 
instituled. He was also an enthusiast in developing the commercial and 

industrial resources of the country, and acotton ginning factory, and 

a cotion-press were opened, In recognition of his enlightened rule and 

loyalty he was made a K.C.S, 1. Hedied in 1911 and was succeeded by 

his son, the present ruler, Maharana Shri Ghansyamsinhji, who was born 

on ihe 11th June 1888, He was educated at the Rajkumar 

College, Rajkot, and, as a student, he attracted the special atten- 

tion of the Principals, Waddington and Mayne, by his intelli- 

gence and capacity for work, He was sent to England to com- 

plete his studies when he was sixteen, where he made a special study 

of criminology in the company of his friend, Rana Mansinhji of Kondh, 

On his return to India in 1909, he was made the General of the State forces 

and also held the control of the State police, He was installed on the 8rd 

March 1911, 

His Highness the Raj Saheb has introduced many salutary reforms in 
the State, Its finances have been placed on a sound basis ; an orphanage 
and an asylum for the poor and destitule have been opened ; and many 
scholarships have been founded {o encourage deserving students, To 
commemorate the event of his installation, he has put up the Maconachie 
.Dispensary, named after the Agent to the Governor at the time, He was, 
invited tobe present at the last Coronation Durbar, and he celebrated 
that auspicious event by the addition of a “Coronation Operation Hall” to 
the Prince of Wales Hospital, and the institution of two scholarships 
called “The Imperial Coronation Scholarship”, His Highness is entitled 
to a salute of eleven guns. 

Under the enlightened rule of His Highness the Raj saheb, Dhran- 
gadhra has @ prosperous career, 3 


, 


HIS HIGHNESS THE NAWAB 
MAHOMED JALALLUDINKHANJI SAHEB BAHADUR 
NAWAB OF RADHANPUR 


RADHANPUR is a first class Mahomedan State in the Palanpur Agency 
of the Kathiawar Peninsula in Gujarat. It is roughly square in shape, co- 
vering an area of 1,150 square miles, and has a population of about 
65,000, Its annual revenue is nearly eight lakhs of rupees, It is flat without 
hills, There are a few small rivers, Some of them rise in Mount Abu and 
lose themselves in the Little Rann; even these are dry during the hot season, 
Wells constitute the chief source of irrigation, the waters of most of 
which are brackish owing to their proximity to the Rann. In summed 
the heat is excessive, but the climate from December to March is cool and 
bracing. Fever prevails during some months, The chief products are 
cotton, wheat, and the common kinds of grain, The only manufacture of 
importance is that of saltpetre, Unlike most other principalities of Kathi- 
awar, the State pays no jama to the Baroda State or to the British Govern- 
ment, The capital town, Radhanpur, is surrounded by a loop-holed wall, 
fifteen feet high, eight feet broad, and about two anda half miles in cir- 
cumference with corner towers, eight bastioned gateways, outworks, and a 
ditch, which has now been filled up. The Nawab’s palace inside the town 
is also surrounded byawall, Radhanpur isa trade centre and is thirty-four 
miles distant (rom the nearest railway station. The State army consists of 
85 cavalry and 163 infantry, The police force numbers 80, There are 
about thirty schools in the State, and medical relief is afforded in six 
hospitals, 

The Nawabs of Radhanpur are descendants of a Pathan, named 
Baba (hence the family name of Babi), One Usmankhan of this 
family accompanied the Emperor Humayun from Afghanistan in 1556, 
His son, Bahadurkhan Babi, distinguished himself in the services of 
Jahangir and obtained the jaghir of Tharad, which he held until 1658, 
His fame asa ruler warrior was so great that he became a popular 
hero and the subject of many well-known ballads which are current 
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eyen to this day. His son, Sherkhan Babi, was associated with 
Prince Muradbuksh in the governorship of Gujarat, and eventually 
became, under Emperor Aurangzeb, the Manager of Chunval, including 
Patan and other districts. Jafarkhan, the son of Sherkhan, was equally 
successtul in life and gained the appreciation of the Moghul Emperors, 
The title of Safdarkhan was conferred on him in 1693, and he was made 
Governor of Patan. Radhanpur, Sami, Munjpur and Terwada were also 
placed under his control. In repelling the attacks of the Mahrattas and 
in suppressing the revolt of the Thakur Durgadas in Gujarat, he was 
most useful to the Emperor, and he thus stood very high in his favour, 
His son, Khanjahan, was made the Governor of Radhanpur and 
Gujarat in 1729 with the title of ¥#wan Mardkhan, From this time the title 
of Nawab was also added to the rulers of Radhanpur. His son and 
successor, Kamaludinkhan, held the same titles and distinctions, and was 
in charge of Radhanpur, Sami, Munjpur, Tharad, Terwada and Varahi, 
besides holding 15,000 acres of land in the Rann of Cutch, He also held 
the governorship of Vadnagar, Viramgam, Kadi aud Vijapur, He finally 
rose to be the Viceroy of Gujarat. He was the most powerful ruler of 
his time in those parts and was a terror to all disorderly Chiefs, In 
the State of Dhrangadhra in particular, he did good service in upholding 
the cause of an infant son of Jijibai, who was the rightful claimant to the 
gadi, He defended Ahmadabad most successfully against the Mahrattas, 
The rest of his hfe until his death in 1765 was spent in withstanding the 
incursions of the Mahraitas who had become very powerful by this time, 
His son, Giziyucinkhan, had to give up most of his territories to them, 
In 1769 he helped the Rao of Cutcn and saved that country from the 
attacks of Gulamsha, the Chief of Kalora in Sindh, Nawab Gaziyudinkhan 
died in 1818 and was succeeded by Nawtb Sherkhan, Aided by 
the British he entered into a treaty with the Gackwar, whereby his in- 
dependence was recognized, and with the same help he was able to free 
the country from the ravages of the Sindh marauders, In 1820 tho Nawab 
entered into an alliance with the British and undertook not to harbour 
any of their enemies in his territories. The Court of Directors remitled in 
hig case the contribntion which he agreed to pay for the expenses 
of the army, He died in 1825 and was succeeded by his three-year-old 
son, forawarkhan. Daring his infancy, the country wasruled by Sardar 
Bibi, a widow of the late Nawab. In 1838 he was invested with full powers 
when he was hardly sixteen years old. He was a wise and 
sympathetic ruler and was always friendly to the British. He 
took a -keentsinterest in spreading, education among his people and 
rsuccessfully carried out several other important administrative 
ones) among which was the construction of a canal to secure good 
a o4 8B 
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water-supply for the town of Radhanpur. He laid out many gardens, 
such as the Ambavadi Bagh, Jorawar Bagh and Mehmadabad Bagh, In 
1862 the usual sanad of adoption according to Mahomedan law was 
granted to him. The monopoly of salt-manufacture was surrendered to 
the British for an annual compensation of Rs. 11,048 and 3504 Bengal 
maunds of salt, After arule of neatly fifty years, he was succeeded in 
1875 by his son, Nawab Bismillakhanji Saheb, He followed tn the foot. 
steps of his father both in his loyally to the British Government and in 
his sympathy for the people committed to his charge. He introduced 
many salutary reforms, improved the morale of the public service by 
employing educated men, reorganized the law-courts on British lines, and 
opened a hospital at Radhanpur, besides several dispensaries in other 
parts of the State. He went to Bombay in 1875 to meet His Royal Highness 
the Prince of Wales, afterwards King-Emperor Edward VII, and com- 
memouated the event by opening an English School, called “ The Prince 
of Wales School,” for the benefit of his subjects, At the Delhi Durbar 
of 1877, he was presented with a flag, He celebrated the Golden Jubilee 
of Her Majesty by the establishment of a library, known as “ The Victoria 
Jubilee Institute.’ All the transit duties in the State were abolished; many 
Gujarati schools were opened ; the Scott Canal was constructed at 
considerable cost ;a Government Press was established ; a jail building 
was put up; aclock-tower was erected as an ornament to the town in 
memory of His Excellency Lord Harris ; and a summer house was built, 
He died in 1898 after a successful administration of twenty-one years and 
was succeeded by his eldest minor son, Mahomed Sherkhanji. During 
his minority which lasted twelve years, the country was in charge of 
European administrators, and the State improved very much under their 
care, The young Nawab and his brother, Jalalludinkhanji, were educated 
at the Rajkumar College, Rajkot. Before he was placed on the gadi in 
April 1907, the Prince travelled through Europe in the company 
of Dr, J. Pollen, C, 1. E,, C. S, After his assumption of full administrative 
powers, he made a pilgrimage to Mecca for kaj, and so he was known aa 
Haji, He was a liberal and sympathetic ruler of great promise, He intro- 
duced free education in the State and won the love of his Hindu subjects 
by prohibiting the slaughter of cows, He had an attack of paralysis, 
and, under medical advice, he undertook a sea-voyage to Europe in 1909, 
Unfortunately he died on the way. He was succeeded by his younger 
brother, the present ruler, Nawab Saheb Mahomed Jalalludinkhanji Saheb. 

Asthe Prince was a minor, the country once again enjoyed the 
benefits of British administration. His education at the Rajkumar College, 
Rajkot, was continued under the special care of the Principal, Mr, Mayne, 
The young Nawab distinguished himself in athletics and was an enthusiasti¢ 
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sportsman, He also received a diploma from the Rajkumar College when 
he passed the final examination, After leaving College he was under 
the care of Mr. Monteith, 1. C. S,, in whose company he travelled 
all over India and gained practical experience in the work of administra- 
tion, On the 27th November 1910, he was placed on the gadi amidst 
great festivities, and was invested with full powers, 


In installing the young Chief, the Political Agent of Palanpur referred 
to the past history of the State, to the training and education received by 
the Prince, and to the temptations to which he might be exposed, and 
finally gave him the following very wholesome advice :—~ 

In cunclusion, [ have only to add that the Government and the Political 
Agent as its representative will, at all times, be ready to extend to you the hand 
of friendship and advise you as to what is best and trust that you will recipro- 
cate these feelings and never hesitate to confide your troubles and anxieties, 
should you have any, to the Political Agent. 

The Prince made a suitable reply and concluded it as tollows :—~ 

Sir, I know the difficulties of my position, but Ineed not assure you that 
Ishall try my best to overcome them—I hope never to forget that the welfare 
of my subjects should be the aim of my life, and I hope that ina few years it 
will be seen that I have set that aim really at heart, 

The financial condition of the State has been placed on a solid footing. 
Allthe famine debts were discharged; four lakhs were invested in Govern- 
ment dans ; many shares were purchased in the Nadiad Weaving and 
Spinning Company ; and n addition there was a cash balance of nearly 
two lakhs of rupees in the treasury at the time of the young Prince's 
accession, 


The Nawab has already earned a name as a sympathetic ruler, The 
Merewether Park has been thrown open to the public ; large remissions 
have been made in arrears of rent; and all internal customs-duties have 
been abolished, Much attention has been paid to education, The English 
School at the capital has been raised to the High School standard under 
the control of a competent Head Master, The Nawab takes a direct inter- 
est in the work of administration and regularly attends office to transact 
all State business, An expert rider and ready shot, His Highness is an 
excellent sportsman and good polo player, He won the Gujarati 
Cup in the Pigsticking Meet, on the 16th April 1911, at Bhandu, in which 
thany European officers also took part. He was the first Chief of Bombay 
to win the cup, He Is entitled to a salute of eleven guns, * 


i +, His Highness the Nawab Saheb Mahomed Jalalludinkhanji Saheb 


~ Bahadur is a promising young ruler, and Radhanpur has in him a capable 
“dnd sensible administrator, 


HIS HIGHNESS THE RANA 
NATHWARSINH}I BHAVSINH]] 
RANA OF PORBANDAR 


On the western side of the Peninsula of Kathiawar forming a roug! 
plain sloping from the Barda hill is the Rajput State of Porbandar, whiel 
covers an area of 636 square miles and has a population of abou 
85,000, spread over one town and ninety-six villages. Ils annua 
income is about ten lakhs, and its Chiefis entitled to a salute of elever 
guns, Several rivers and rivulets flow through the tracts and contair 
water for many months in the year, One peculiar feature of thi 
country is the formation of the marshy tracts along the coast called the 
ghers, on which rice, gram, udid, and mug are cultivated, Some of these 
ghers are, however, saltish, with grass veeds growing on them, The 
largest of these ghers are the Modhwara and the Gangajal, ‘The 
climate is healthy, and the annual rainfall is about twenty inches, 
The style of house-building is peculiar, The Porbandar limestone is 
believed to possess strong cohesive property and is exported in 
large quantities to Bombay. Houses are built of it without the use 
of mortar, as the lime in the stones binds them together when water is 
poured over them, The soil is of an excellent black cotton kind, More 
than half the area of the State is under cultivation, and abott 
sixty square miles are irrigaled, The principal crops are jowar, wheat, 
bajra aud cotton, Fishing is a profitable industry for the poorer claszes ; 
silk and cotton cloths are manufactured, and there is a cotton-press at the 
capital. The forest on the Malik hill is the only one of importance, 
The revenue from the forest comes to nearly 40,000 rupees per annum, 
A horse-breeding farm is maintained by the State. The chief harbours 
are Porbandar, Madhavpur, Miani and Navibandar, But the sea 
borne trade has greatly declined of late, the centre of trade being now 
shifted to Borttbay, The heavy port-dues also seem to have driven outa 
large portion of thé trade Lo Verawal and:Bhavnagar, .There is a mgood 
Municipality at Porbandar with an annual income:of amore; thant Re, 25,000. 
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Medical relief is afforded in one hospital and three dispensaries. The 
Police force numbers about three hundred men, There is but one jail, 
Insiruction is imparted in nearly forty schools, The State pays a tribute 
of Rs, 48,504 in all to the British Government, the Gaekwar of Baroda 
and the Nawab of Junagarh. The Bhavnagar-Gondal-]unagarh-Porbandar 
Railway runs thiough the State. 

The town of Porbandar is entirely built of stone, and the old fort by 
which it was surrounded was demolished during the British administration. 
There are nine parks in {he the town, besides many fine public buildings, 
The sea-face is provided with a light-house ninety feet high. Porbandar 
has been the Jethwa capital since 1785. The total value of the sea-borne 
trade for the whole State amounts to half a crore per annum. There is 
brisk trade going on with the Ports of Sindh and Baluchistan, the Persian 
Gulf, Arabia, Malabar Coast and the Konkan, 

The Chiefs of Porbandar are Rajputs of the Jethwa clan, who seem 
to have settled down in Western India in very early times. They trace 
their descent from Hanuman, the monkey-god of the Ramayana, The 
family possesses an authentic history for the last six hundred years. 
Their advent into Kathiawar may be approximately put down to the 
tenth century. After the fall of Ghumli, the Jethwas had to repair first to 
Ranpur, and later still to Chhaya, Porbandar and Navi were acquire | 
by the family from the Moghul rulers, and much of the lost territory of 
the house was also recovered {rom the Jadejas, Porbandar was made the 
capital by Sultanji in 1785, The State came under British protection 
during the time of the Kathiawar Settlement in 1807. H. H, the Rana Shri 
Vikramajit Khimaji, born in April 1819, came to the gadi in 1831, He 
was succeeded by his son, Rana Bhavsinhji, in 1868, On his death in 
1908, his minor son, the present Chief, Nathwarsinhji Bhavsinhyi, born on 
the 80th June 1901, was installed as ruler. 

The late Chief did much to retrieve the lost position of Porbandar 
among the Kathiawar States, He proved a capable Chief, and in aprecia- 
tion of his work, the Government of India restored {o him the fist-class 
powers which had been withdrawn from his predecessor. 

The yong Prince has along period of minority to pass through, During 
this time the State will have the advantage of being under direct British 
control, and the Prince himself will have a prolonged course of training 
and edneation free from the corrupting influences of an Indian palace, 
He will, of course, grow to be a manly, and capable ruler, well-equipped 
for his work, and inherit the State in a vastly improved form, 


Sia 


HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARANA 
SIR SHRI CHATARSINH]I GAMBHIRSINAYJ], kK. C1. E,, 
RAJAH OF RAJPIPLA 


Forming a sort of water-shed between the Tapti and the Narbada is 
the first-class hilly State of Rajpipla in the Rewa Kantha Agency of 
Bombay. It covers an area of 15174 square miles and has a population 
of 161,606 according to the general census of 1911. Its annual rainfall 
is about thirty-six inches, and the climate, excepting the few mountainous 
tracts, is healthy. Forests and mountains cover nearly two-thirds of the 
total area of the State, and the Rajpipla hills, rising in parts to nearly 3,000 
feet in height, constitute a continuation of the Satpura range. The fertile 
and cultivated portion of the country is mostly towards the west, The 
forests abound in valuable trees, such as icak, blackwood, and khair, The 
Narbada, and its tributary, the Karjan, water the land, Cotton is the 
principal crop, and much attention is paid to iis cultivation. Of the other 
products may be mentioned, jowar, bajra, rice, castor-oil, millet and gram, 
About 400 square miles of forests are reserved. The country is not 
wanting in mineral resources, but these cannot be worked on primitive 
methods and compete successfully with foreign articles. There are five 
cotton-ginning factories in the State. 

For ‘administrative purposes the country is divided into Parganas 
under officers, called Thanadars, who have considerable revenue and 
magisterial powers. ‘The Chief exercises full powers, except in the case 
of British-born subjects, The State maintains a small army of nearly 120 
men, cavalry and infantry. The Police force numbers about 257, Edu 
cation is given in one high school, cighty-three primary schools, of which 
six are girls’ schools, Medical relief is afforded in one hospital and five 
dispensaries, There is a veterinary hospital at the capital. The revenue 
of the State is about fourteen lakhs, The language spoken is Gujarati. 
From 1899 to 1902 the country suffered from drought and the ravages of 
rats, when the State had to afford relief at a cost of nine lakhs, 
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The rulers of Rajpipla belong to the Gohel tribe of Rajputs. It is said 
that one Chokarana, son of King Saidawat of Ujjain, left his country 
owing toa misunderstanding with his father and settled down at Pipla, 
(hence probably the name of the State) near the modern capital of Nandod, 
His only daughter married Mokhadji, the ruler of the Island of Premgar or 
Piam, in the Gulf of Cambay. They had two sons, Dungarji and Samar- 
ginhji. Dungariji, it is said, founded the modern State of Bhavnagar, while 
Samarsinhji succeeded {o Rajpipla, the estate of his grandfather, The 
rulers of Rajpipla seem to have come under the control first of the Maho. 
medan kings of Ahmadabad, and later under that of the Moghul Emperors 
of Delhi, The original feudal arrangement of supplying 1,000 foot and 
300 horse was commuted by Akhar to a cash payment of Rs, 35,550, As the 
power of the Moghul Emperors declined, the payment of this tribute was 
evaded. In the eighteenth century, Damaji Gaekwar secured a half share 
in four of the most fertile sub-divisions of the territory, which were subse- 
quently leased out to him for a sum of Rs. 40,000 per annum, This was 
in course of time raised to Rs, 78,000. The internal quarrels in the State 
and the rapid encroachments on it by the Mahrattas, compelled the British 
to interfere. About 1821 there were two claimants to the throne and, after 
proper enquiry, the British recognized Verisalji as the lawful owner, and 
he continued to 1ule until 1860. In 1860 Verisalji had to abdicate the 
gadi in favour of his son, Maharana Gambhirsinhji, By an agreement in 
1828, the annual tribule to be paid to the Gaekwar was fixed at Rs. 65,000, 
Babashahi, with (he understanding that a ‘remission shall be granted 
in lean years, Through the major part of the last century, the State had a 
peaceful existence under British protection, It received the usual sanad of 
adoption in 1862, But owing to mal-administration and mismanagement, 
it was placed under a British officer in 1884, and continued to be so until 
1897, when the present Chief, His Highness the Maharana Sir Shri 
Chhatarsinhji Gambhirsinhji, born in 1862, succeeded to the gadi. 

His Highness the Rajah Saheb was educated at the Rajkumar College, 
Rajkot, under the late Mr, Chester Macnaughten, He gave a finishing 
touch to his education by a tour through India and gained practical admi- 
nistrative experience by doing the duties of sub-divisional officers before 
he took charge of the principality. He has more than once visited England 
and travelled through the Continent. At the Delhi Durbar of 1911, His 
Highness won the distinction of K. C. I, E. The Chief is blessed with a 
happy family of four sons and two’ daughters. He is an enthusiastic 
Sportsman, He is entitled toa salute of eleven guns. 

His Highness takes a practical interest in the welfare of his subjects, 
and the State is doing very well under him, 


HIS HIGHNESS THE THAKORE SAHEB 
SIR WAGHJI RAVAJI,G.C.1. E,, 
THAKORE SAHEB OF MORVI 


Adjoining Cutch and as an offshoot of it is the small State of Motvi 
in the Kathiawa Political Agency of Bombay, with an area of 822 square 
miles, and a population of nearly 90,000. Its annual income is about 
eight laihs, of which the sum of Rupees 61,559 1s paid as tribute (o (he 
British Government, the Gaekwar of Baroda, and the Nawab of Junagarh, 
It isa flat country provided with a sea-boaid, Theclimate is generally 
good, though at times feverish, and the annual rainfall is about twenty- 
thiee inches. Cotton, sugar-cane, and the usual grains are the principal 
products. The Slate, like the other patts of the Kathiawar Peninsula, is 
noted for a fine byeed of hotses, there being nearly fourteen stallions for 
horse-breeding purposes, Coarse coiton cloth and salt form the chief 
articles of manufacture, Communications are fairly satisfactory, good 
roads connecting allimportant places, Vavania, on the Gulf of Cutch, is 
an important port, The State Ralway, about ninety miles in length, gives 
a fait dividend on the outlay. The Chief owns a small sub-division in 
Cutch, with a port at Jangi, which was a long-standing source of quarrel 
between the two States, often 1esulting in great annoyance to traders, 
The Thakore Saheb, of couise, excicises full powers, except in the case of 
Brilish subjects. He is entitled to a salute of eleven guns. Peace is main- 
tained by an armed police of nearly 200 men. Thereis a central jatl at 
the capital with four district jails, Education is provided in fifty institu- 
tions, while for purposes of medical aid there are six hospitals, 

The origin of Morvi as a separate State was occasioned by the murder 
of a Rao of Cutch in the latter part of the seventeenth century by one of 
his own brothers, The sons of the murdered Chief then ran away to 
Ahmadabad, and one of them, named Khengar, saved the life of the King’ 
of that place ina lion-hunt, and received as a reward the principality 
of Morvj with the title of Rao, From Morvi Khengar carried on a 
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tinuous war against Cutch for fourteen years, and finally succeeded in 
getting back the lost possessions of the family. He subsequently changed 
his capital {0 Bhuj, and Morvi merged into a district of Cutch. It was 
Khengar who first assumed the title of Rao, 

Rangji, the son of the fifth ruler from Khengar, got Morvi from 
his father as a reward for services rendered, and became an in- 
dependent Chief, But he was soon murdered by his brother, 
Pragji, who usurped the throne of Cutch also, Soon, however, Kaioji, 
the son of Rangji, avenged his father's death by defeating his uncle and tak- 
ing him prisoner, An amicable settlement was then come to, by which 
Pragji was reinstated as the Rao of Cutch, and Kaioji got for his share the 
States of Morvi and Wadhwan, Thus Kaioji was the founder of 
the family of the present Chiefs of Morvi, Among his successors may be 
mentioned Aliaji, a brave soldier ; Ravaji, in whose reign the capital was 
fortified; Jeeaji, who came very much under British influence; and the last 
Thakore Ravaji, who did a good deal to raise Morvi to a high position as a 
Protected State in Kathiawar, During the twenty-six years that he was 
the ruler, the State improved in many ways : the finances were placed on 
a sound footing; infanticide was put down; and the people were 
made happy and prosperous, Every department was reformed, and 
the administration became efficient all round. When he passed away 
in 1870, he was succeeded by his younger son, the present Thakore Saheb 
His Highness Sir Waghji Ravaji, G.C. 1, E,, who was at the time a 
minor, twelve years old, having been born in 1858, 

During his minocity, a Minister was at the helm of the State, and he 
was assisted by a British Officer. The young Prince was educated at the 
Rajkumar College, Rajkot, under Mr, Chester Macnaughten, the well. 
known Principal, He made satisfactory progress in his studies, and was 
much liked by both the Professors and his fellow-students. In his College 
days, special care was taken of him as it was feared that, owing to political 
intrigues at Morvi, an attempt might be made to carry him off, 
However, everything passed off quietly, and in 1879, when His High- 
ness came of age, he was invested with full powers. At the time of 
his accession, His Highness found the State not merely solvent but 
in a flourishing condition, Many improvements had been effected, 
and the State treasury was full. So the Chief found ihe work of 
administration comparatively easy. In 1883 His Highness visited Europe, 
and was one of the first of the Kathiawar Princes to do so, The Thakore 
Saheb takes a direct interest in the administration of the Province. He 
was created a K, C. I, E. in 1887, and a G, C, L. E, ten years later, 

| Phe State prospers ba under His Highness’s enlightened adminis- 
ittdtion, 


as 


be 


HIS HIGHNESS THE NAWAB 
JAFAR ALI KHAN SAHEB BAHADUR 
NAWAB OF CAMBAY 


At the head of the gulf of the same name and adjoining the British 
districts of Ahmadabad and Kaira, lies the flourishing little Mahomedan 
State of Cambay. It has an area of 350 square miles and a population of about 
80,000, spread over two towns and eighty-ceight villages, Its annual revenue 
is about six lakhs, and the Chief exercises full administrative powers, The 
country is beautifully flat and open, interspersed with fine groves of trees, 
especially in places adjoining the villages, ‘The soil abounds in  saltpetre, 
and the water is generally brackish. ‘The climate is equable and pleasant, 
and the annual rainfall is about thirty inches, The salt wastes near the 
town of Cambay are being slowly reclaimed by an embankment on the 
sea-shore, The chief crops are cotton, wheat, rice, indigo, tobacco, millet, 
and pulses, The commercial importance of the State has revived a little 
of late. The total value of the sea-borne trade is about cight lakhs 
per annum, Communications are taken care of, there being nearly 
fifty miles of good roads connecting the chief places, such as Golana 
and Kanavada with Cambay. The Cambay-Petlad Railway connects 
Cambay with Anand on the Bombay-Baroda and Central India Railway. 
In the matter of industry, Cambay seems to be comparatively better 
off, Among the chief manufactures may be mentioned salt, cloth, 
carpets, embroidery, carved carnelians, and embroidered silver wares, 
There are two cotton-ginning factories, and about 1500 handlooms, 
The State also maintains a weaving school. There is no commodi- 
ous harbour, and though there is much coasting trade, ships of more 
than fifty tons cannot safely approach the shores, The State suffered 
severely during the famine of 1899-1900, the loss in cattle alone 
coming to 80,000 bead. The relief measures cost the Durbar abouta 
lakh of rupees. The State army consists of 286 men, and the police 
numbers 170, besides the village police of nearly 400 men. There is 
only one jail. Instruction is imparted in twenty-six State and fifteen private 
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schools, ‘Ihere are also two girls' schools, Medical relief is aflorded in 


. 


two hospitals and two dispensaries, and there is a veterinary hospitalat 
the capital, Vaccination is popular. 

The town of Cambay has had a chequered career in the commer- 
cial history of Gujarat. At one time it wasa flourishing port, but 
its present importance is more industrial than commercial, The 
picturesque Jama Masjid was erected in 1325 with pillars taken from 
desecrated Jain temples, It is interesting to note that Cambay is 
mentioned by Marco Polo under the name of Cambaet, as one of the 
two great trading ports of India. The name seems to have been derived 
from Khambha (Stambhatirth), that is, the pool of Mahadeo under the form 
of the pillar god, The town is mentioned by Masandi in 913, About the 
end of the tenth century, it was given asa grant to a body of Brahmins, 
and the prosperity of the place seems to have dated from that time, It was 
the chief port of the Anhilvacda kingdom in the eleventh and twelfth 
centuries, and at the time of the Mahomedan conquest in 1298, it was 
considered one of the richest towns in India. In the seventh and eighth 
centuries, the Parsis had found shelter in the State, and when they be- 
came numerous and powerful, they were driven {rom it by their jealous 
Hindu neighbours, who remained in possession of it until the Mahome- 
dan conquest. In the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, the town once 
again regained its pre-eminence asa great commercial centre. The Portu- 
guese plundered it in 1588, and the country continued to be in disorder until 
1578, when it came under the sway of Akbar, As the harbour became 
silted up, the trade of the city declined, and it was gradually transfer- 
red to Surat, At the beginning of the seventeenth century, the 
English and the Dutch established factories there. The State pays 
a tribute of Rs. 21,924 io the British Government. The Nawabs of 
Cambay are Mahomedans of the Shiah sect, 

Cambay appears to have been founded as a distinct State in 1730 by 
Momin Khan, the last but one of the Mahomedan Governors of Gujarat, 
who left it in charge of his son-in-law, Nizam Khan, After Momin Khan's 
death, his son, Muftakhir or Momin Khan H, treacherously murdered his 
brother-in-law and (ook possession of the State, He successfully resis(ed 
the claims of the Peshwa for tribute. It was only after the treaty of Bassein 
in 1802, when Fateh Ali Khan was the ruler, that the State came under 
British control, Fateh Ali Khan was succeeded by his brother, Bandch 
Ali Khan, and the latter by his nephew, Hussain Yar Khan, father of the 
present Nawab. His Highness the Nawab Najib-ud-Daula, Mumtaz-ul- 
Mulk, Momin Khan Dilawar Jung, Jafar Ali Khan Hussain Yar Khan 
Saheb Bahadur, born on the 26th August 1848, came to the gadi on 
the 25th April 1880, The Chief exercises full administrative powers, He 
is entitled to a salute of eleven guns, 

The State, under His Highness’s care, enjoys the benefits of a peace. 
ful and progressive administration, 


HIS HIGHNESS THE RAJAH SRI BRAHADAMBA DAS 
SIR MARTHANDA BHAIRAVA TONDIMAN BAHADUR,G.C,1 E,, 
RAJAH OF PUDUKKOTTAI 


Surrounded by the British districts of Tanjore, Trichinopoly, Madua, 
and Ramnad, is the State of Pudukkotla: in Southern India, the third in 
importance of the five Native States, in direct political relationship with 
the Government of Madras, [1 has an area of 1,178 square miles, with a 
population of 411,878, giving a density of 349 per square mile, 
This small Principality, known as the land of the Tondimans, played an 
important part in the disturbances of the Carnatic in the eighteenth cen- 
tury. The Tondimans, as the name implies,seem io have come from 
Tondaimandalam, the country about Madras. The State is a flat open plain 
interspersed with small picturesque rocks crowned with old forts and 
temples, [t resembles in its geneial features those parts of {he Carnatic 
that depend chiefly on iain-fed tanks for irrigation, A considerable 
area is, however, still covered with scrub jungles. Four small rivers, 
innumerable jungle streams, and numerous tanks constitute the 
chief source of irrigation, The climate is healthy, and the country 
is, on the whole, free from diseases, The rainfall is about thirty 
inches, Kambu, ragt, cholam, and varagu, are the chief dry products, 
Ground-nut cultivation has become very popular during the last decade, 
and the crop is of much economic importance. There are not many 
important manufactures, but Pudukkottai is generally known for its fine 
silk fabrics, Rough cloth and blankets are also woven. Bell.metal vessels 
are manufactured in some parts, Most of the articles find a market in 
Rangoon, Pudukkoita: scents ate well.known. ‘The chief industry of one 
of the villages 1s a kind of fine glass bangles, made of a peculiar kind of 
sand, The Rajah is entilled to a salute of eleven guns, 

The:Slate pays no tribute, ‘Phe cous ate on the British Indian 
model, the Chief Court of Pudukkotta, consisting of three Judges, 
being the highest one, ‘Transportation lor life and forfeiture of 
propeity are, however, subject to the contirmation of the Rajah. Capital 
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punishment has practically been abolished in the’State, The Chief exercises 
full administrative powers. The administration is carried on by a State 
Council, A Representative Assembly, on the lines of the Mysore Repre- 
sentative Assembly and the Srimulam Popular Assembly of Travancore, 
meets annually, to which a statement of the condilion of the State 
during the preceding twelvemonth is geneally submitted for clis- 
cussion, The usual sanad of adoption was granted in 1862, anil 
succession follows the law of primogeniture, Though the British 
1upee is the chief medium of exchange, a copper coin, known 
asthe Aman cash, is minted by the Stale, There is a small force 
of 110 infantry and 20 cavalry under a Commandani, The Police 
Superintendent of Trichinopoly ts also the ex-officio Superintendent 
of the State Police, which numbers about 275 officers and men, The 
central jail 1s in the capital town, and there ate seven subsidiary sails, 
The finances ave very satisfactory. The gross 1evenue is about sixteen 
lakhs, The famine reserve amounts to eleven lakhs, and the State savings 
from balances come to nearly twenty lakhs. Medical relief is affoid- 
ed at one hospital in the capital and in nine rural dispensaries, There 
isa women and children’s dispensary attached io the town hospital, 
Vaccination ts popular, Special attention is paid to the improvement of 
communications, the total mileage of roads being 307, of which 214 are 
metalled, Large schemes of irrigation works are on hand, which, when 
completed, are expected to bring more land under cultivation. There is a 
flourishing and well-managed second grade college at the capital. Two 
lower secondary schools, one hundred and twenty-three primary schools, 
five special institutions, two training schools for teachers, a weaving 
school, a Tamil patasala, and a Vedasastra patasala, are also maintained 
by the State, Liberal grants-in-aid are given to one lower secondary school, 
and 165 primary schools, Elementary education is made free throughout 
the State, except in the capital town, The chief town is Pudukkottas 
(new fort), which gives its name to the State ; its population is 27,000, It 
ig exquisitely laid out, its broad streets jntersecling generally at right 
angles, The town has been beautified with very many fine buildings, and 
itis supplied with good water by a system of pipes. 

“The tracts, known as the modern Pudukkotiar State, belonged in 
early times either to the Chola Kings of Uraiyur or to the Pandiya 
Kings of Madura, or wexe shared by both of them, Then they 
passed under the Naik dynasty, who ruled them through a Polegar, 
The Rajahs of Ramnad, who made themselves independent of the 
Naik Kings of Madura, governed them in the seventeenth century, 
‘About 1664 they were recovered by Chockanadha, the Naik King 
of Trichinopoly, The Ramnad Chiels again gol possession of 
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them ;and about 1680 Raghunatha Tondiman, a brother-in-law of the 
Rajah of Ramnad, became the Rule: of Pudukkoliai The _ present 
Tondimans trace their descent from him, In the Carnatic wars of 
the eighteenth century, the Tondimans were ihe staunch allies of the 
British, often assisting the Company's forces with stores and supplies, In the 
risings of the Polegars of Madura and Tinnevelly again, the Tondiman 
was of much service to the English, I was oue of the Tondimans that 
succeeded in capturing the rebellious Polegar of Panjalamkurichi 
and handing him over to the British. The fort and district of Kilanelli 
were grantecl to the Tondiman at his own request in 1806 by the Court of 
Directors, on the recommendation of the Company's officers, who gener. 
ously recognised his seivices and complimented him on his fidelity, The 
political charge of the State was under the Resident of Tanjore for along 
time, But the Residency was abolished in 1841, when Pudukkoitai 
was placed under the Collector of Maduia. The Agency was again trans- 
ferred to the Collector of Tanjore in 1865, who retained it till 1874, 
when the Collector of Trichinopoly became the ex-officio Political Agent 
of Pudukottai, This arrangement still continues: 

His Highness the present Rajah, Sri Brahacdamba Das Sir Marthanda 
Bhairava Tondiman Bahadur, G, C, 1. B, born on the 26(h November 
1875, was adopted by his maternal grandfather, the late Tondiman, and 
succeeded to the yadi in April 1886, Daring his minority, the State was 
ably administered by the Dewan-Regent, Sir A, Seshayya Sastifit, I. C, 
S, L, the maker of modern Pudukkottai, The State owes to this statesman 
adebt of gratitude which it cannot easily repay, ‘The education of 
the young Prince was entrusted to an English lutor, uncer whose guidance 
His Highness made sapid progress in his studies, On the 27th November 
1894, he was invested with full powers by H, E, Lord Wenlock, then 
Governor of Madras, who paid the following handsome compliment to the 
State for its past services —~ 

Your Highness is to-day entering upon a heavy responsibility ; to your 
hands are being entrusted the prosperity of a fine estate capable of large 
development and the well-being and happiness of nearly four Lundred thou- 
sand people. Your forefathers assisted in the laying of the foundation of the 
British Empire in India by supporting our arms in the struggle for the supre- 
macy with the French, a very important episode of which was the siege of 
Trichinopoly in 1758; next, by aiding them in making head against the famous 
invader,Hyder Ali Khan, and, lastly, when alien enemies had ceased to oppose 
us by affording, after the cession of the Carnatic, material help in suppressing 
outbreaks of rebellious usurpers in what now forms the Madura District, 
Those days of warfare and bloodshed are now, sofaras Southern India is 
concerned, happily at an end with no prospect of relurn, but you can still 
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ollow in more peaceftl paths the example of your ancestors of more than a 
century ago and support the British rule by a wise and just Government of the 
State to the administration of which you this day succeed. 

In reply to il, His Highness observed ~~ 

Appreciating the value ‘of the good advice Your Excellency has 
given me, I recognize the solemn nature of the trust now conferred on me H 
and relying on the help and advice of the Political Agent and my Dewan, I shall 
use my whole endeavour in slriving toassure to my people a just and progressive 
administration, Striving to rule without fear or favour, I shall seek to be 
honourable and uprighl in all my actions, with the Almighty’s help and 
guidance in making the destinies of my people happy and prosperous, I have 
tothank the Dewan, Mr, Seshia Sastriar, for the improvements he has made in 
the State during the past sixteen years of his administration. I look back with 
gratitude on the direct and personal interest taken by Your Excellency and 
Your Sxcellency's predecessors in my own bringing-up and on the great privi- 
lege conferred on me in appointing Mr, F.Crossley as my tutor and companion. 
He has devoted all his time and energies in preparing me to fill worthily the 
position to which I am this day called, But for his teady help and conscientious 
work I should not be whal tam. My brother and I owe him many thanks for 
all hig goodness and fatherly care, 


The Rajah has visited England a number of times, and has also tra. 
velled widely on the continent, His Highness is a great believer in 
education as an important factor in the progress of any community, and 
he is snid to have many reforms in contemplation, 


Svon after his return from the Delhi Durbar of 1911, His Highness’s 
thirly-seventh birthday was celebrated at Pudukkottai with great eclat, On 
that occagion His Highness announced the following boons to his people 
jn commemoration of the auspicious event of the Coronation of , Their 
Imperial Majesties :— 

(1) All officers and all pensioners getting Rs, 10 and less a month will be 
given a present of Rs, 2 on February Isl, 1912 ; (2) all officers above Rs, 10 
and below Rs. 26 per month, permanently employed in the State, will be 
granted a bonus of Rs, 8 on February Ist, 1912 ; (8) the tax imposed on looms 
owned by the weavers in the State will be permanently abolished ; (4) the 
village account, known as Kanakkuvart, will be remitted for one fasli, and 
this will amount to about Rs, 25,000 for the whole State ; (5) primary educa- 
tion, already free in many parts, will be made free throughout the State 
except in the capital town. 

On the last new year's day, His Highness was the recipient of the 
wellsmerifed honour of G. C. LE, This has given immense satisfaction 
to his subjects, and there were rejoicings all over the State. Replying to 

lthe loyal addross of congratulation, presented on the 24th January 1913, 
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by the citizens of Pudukkottai, His Highness the Rajah said, among 
other things:— 

As I have been long away from here, an absence unavoidably caused by 
my illness, I have not had the opportunity of addressing you often as I should 
like to have done, It is very gratifying to me to hear from you that 
the State is considered to be an enlightened and benignant one, Gentlemen, 
to have steady progress, we must keep up with the other enlightened States, 
as time goes on,in the march of their civilization, and this means that one 
must bring in new reforms from time to time, J fully realize the natural 
human tendency not to relish any innovation in an old state of affairs, but sti]! 
we cannot call ourselves enlightened if we do not introduce such refotms as 
are necessary and stand to reason. When the time comes, you should all 
come forward as loyal and enlightened citizens to help us in carrying out such 
reforms, It is needless for me to assure you that your welfare and interests 
are of the first importance to me, and I can vouch for the same in the present 
State Council, which we are fortunate to have. No human being can be 
perfect, and one is therefore apt to make mistakes, You can always repre: 
sent your gtievances if you have any, and my Durbar will be happy to 
consider your views sympathetically, whenever possible, I mention these 
things, for in order to keep up a high standard of Government we cannot 
but depend at all times on your loyal and hearty co operation, 


The Silver Jubilee of His Highness's rule was celebrated on the 21st 
February 1918, when an address was read by the Dewan and presented {o 
the Rajah in a fine silver casket. We take the following from the 
address :—~ 

The net-work of fine roads which has secured free and more rapid 
communication between the capital and the interior, and free and easy 
access to the outlying British parts, and which has given an imp 4 anda 
buoyancy to the ever-increasing trade in the State ; the excellent e 8, Well. 
furnished and accommodating every department of the State according to 
modern requirements ; the introduction of necessary reforms in all depart. 
ments to cope with the increasing work and responsibility ; the supply of free 
and wholesome drinking water through pipes in the town ; the beautiful 
hospital with its branches all over the State in every Talug and Firka, equipped 
with modern scientific appliances and manned by a capable body of men to 
combat the ills flesh is heir to; the sanitary reforms introduced throughout 
the State and the constant attention paid to them; the maintenance jn good 
repair of most of the irrigation tanks, the importance of which cannot be too 
highly appreciated, considering the purely rain-fed nature of the country ; {he 
institution of union and co-operative banks to help the poor ryots in times of 
trouble and to prevent them from falling into the clutches of the rapacious 
money-lenders ; the efforts that are being made by the establishment of State 
Farms and by the fostering of an Agricultural Association to educate the ryots 
in scientific methods of cultivation so as to enable them to get from ee 
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e maximum of yield with the minimum of labour ithe Revenue Settlement 
ceo Sapna) we farnam cess Uh any State; for Er: : \, and 
‘of rupees for a satisfactory drainage in the town to be spent asdupds ‘tia . e and 
able; to extent the elective (ianchise in the Representative aa nee astice 
ty-five instead of ninetcen members as at present; to throw open fo ele ie : illege 
seat in every Union Panchayat; fo consliueta lying in-ward and labour eae ‘Gaol 

be Women and Children’s Hospital to be shortly opened; to throw open se them 

\ inthe Municipal Council to election instead of two as at present; to ae co inge. 

bial grant of Rs. 5,000 for extension of education to girls; and a sai ibis a 

‘Rs, 10,000 for improvement of sanitation in villages where lately there pare 


nso much of ravages by epidemics. Solin 2 antennas 
—~ In commemoration of the nique event, His’ Highness granted the 
following boons : te" ! 

(a) A remission of taxation—(1) remission of the village karnam cess 
commonly known as the kan#akku varl amounting to Rs, 26,000 for a period 
of 8 years ; (2) the remission of thé hotise-tax, génerally called mohturpha, 
amounting to Rs, 5,000 for a perfod‘of 8 years; and (8) a remtission, perma- 
nently, of the tax levied on bangle makers and dhobies’ earth. (b) Local self» 
government by the association of elected representatives in a Legislative 
Advisory Council to be newly constituted, and the grant of the privilege of the 
election of two members of the Municipal Council as vacancies occur, (¢) 
With regard to education, the pene of an agricultural school in the town 
and the grant of two continuation agricultural scholarships in the Callege at 
Coimbatore, and the special ‘grant of an annual sum of Rs, 5,000 for '8 years? 
for the construction of bulldings for elementary schools in rural parts, (a) The 
boons to State servants ave (1) the grant of special grain compensation 
allowances to permanent and temporary servants of the State drawing Rs, 10 
and less for four additional months ; (2) the grant of special local allowances 
to acl, “sts of the State drawing a salary of Rs, 80 and fess when employed in 
localities where prices are specially high, i.¢, in the neighbourhood of Nattuk+ 
kottai Chetty villnges; (8) the grant of Rs, 1,000 to the Town Hall in the capital 

' to enable the Committee to finish the building; and (4) the grant of Rs, 10,000 
for the formation of Silver Jubilee Agricultural Seed Banks, ‘ 

His Gighness aud his *brothers are all well-educated, One of them; 
Vijaya Ragliunatha Durai Rajah, B.A, is the Dewan and Member of the 
Slate Council, and another Bhairava Rama Chandra Durai Rajah is the 
Military Seoyetary and Household Officer, while a third one’Dakshinas 
murthi Durai Rajah, B.A., BL, practises as a High Court Vakil in Madura, 
The fourth, Krishnaswami Durai Rajah, Ba, is the Military Commandant, 
District Registrar, and Superintendent of Stamps, ‘The fifth 1s Sankara 












Under ghtoned administration of His Highness the Rajah, 
2 State is_making steady progress, 
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HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJAH 
RANJITSINH]I VIBHAJ! BAHADUR 
JAM SAHEB OF NAWANAGAR 


The State of Nawanagar, made so famous all over the world by its 
present Jam Saheb, His Highness the Maharajah Ranjitsinhji, the cricket, 
eer—.“ the Prince of a little State, but the King of a great game—covers 
an area of 8,791 square miles in the Kathiawar Peninsula of the 
Bombay Presidency. It has a population of about 400,000, and an 
annual revenue of nearly thirty lakhs, ‘The State, which is favourably 
Situated with a sea-board contributing 1o its commercial progress, 
holds a very important place among the Rajput principalities of Kathia- 
war, The State of Rajkot, it may be noted, is an offshoot of 
Nawanagar, The major portion of the country is generally flat, except 
the parts occupied by the Barda hills, the highest peak of which is 
Mount Venu, about 2,000 feet above the sea-level. The Bhadar, the Varlu, 
the Aji, and the Und, are the principal rivers, The climate along the Gulf 
of Cutch is particularly good, the annual rainfall ranging from twenty to 
thirty inches, It is said that in old times the Nawanagar forests were in 
fested with lions, but after 1860 when canon had to be fired in pursuing 
the rebel Vaghers, the lions ran away to the Gir forest, Wells, artificial 
lakes, and aqueducts from rivers, constitute the chief sources of irrigation, 
Cotton, jowar, wheat, and gram, ale the important products, There ig some 
pearl fishery on the southern shore of the Gulf of Cutch. The country 
cannot be said to be rich in minerals, Nawanagar ig noted for its dyed 
cloths, the dyes being much admired for their excellence and fastness, 
To facilitate trade, the State maintains nearly three hundred vessels 
with four light-houses. From Rajkot there is a line of rail about filty. 
five miles in length, owned by the Durbar, NaWanagar pays a tribute of 
Rs, 1,20,098 rupees to the British Government, the Gaekwar of Baroda, 
and the Nawab of Junagarh, The army consists of 1 45 Imperial Service 
Lancers, and a subordinate force of 211 men. 24 af whom are mounted, 
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There is a police force of 876, and there are eight jails, Adequate arrange- 
ments have been made for purposes of medical aid and public instruction. 

The ruling family of Nawanagar belongs to the famous Jadeja clan, 
from which the Chiefs of Cutch also trace their descent, Nawanagar was 
founded in 1540 by Jam Rawal displacing the earlie: family of Jethwas, 
Nothing of importance seems to have occurred in the State until the end 
of the eighteenth century. Its favourable position should, of course, have 
invested it with some commercial importance in the Kathiawar Peninsula, 
In 1788 the famous Port of Nawanagar was built by Jam Jasaji, In 1807 
the Slate came under British protection, and the usual agieement was en- 
tered into to pay the tribute regularly, to keep order in the territory, and 
not to molest their neighbours, The cruel practice of female infanticide 
which was once prevalent in those parts, was put down at the 
instance of the British Government.’ In 1814 Jam Jasaji died, and 
Ranmalji was adopted, The latter passed away in 1852, and the rulership 
fell to the late Jam, His Highness Sir Shri Veebhaji Ranmalji, K.C.S.1, The 
Prince was 1ecognised as a powerful Chief in the Kathiawar Peninsula, He 
was a keen sportsman and very efficient ruler. He paid particular attention 
to public works and education, In his days the administration of the 
State improved all round, and it was brought up to the modern standards 
of efficiency, Hé took part in the reception accorded to H.R, H, the 
Duke of Edinburgh at Bombay in 1872, and he was also one of those 
Chiefs of Western India who received the Prince of Wales, the late King- 
Emperor Edward VII, in 1875, at Bombay, He was present at the Delhi 
Durbar of 1877, when he had, as a personal distinction, an increase of foul’ 
guns in hissalute. The following year he was made a K, C. S. 1, 

His Highness the present Jam Saheb of Nawanagar, Maharajah Ran. 
jitsinhji, was born on the 10th September 1872, at Sarodar, in Kathiawar. 
He had a high class education both at the Rajkumar College, Rajkot, 
and at the Trinity College, Cambridge. He is now forty years of age, and 
is said to have retired from the Reld of cricket. His first appearance for 
the Sussex county cricket club was in 1895, and from that year to 1902 
he was the head of Sussex averages, He was the champion batsman 
for all England in 1896—-1900, scoring 2,780 runs with an average of 
5991, Prince Ranjitsinhji went with Stoddart’s All-England Eleven {o 
Australia in 1897-98, In his Fubilee Book of Crickel we have a most 
entertaining account of his achievements as a cricketser which have 
made him the idol of the world of sports. 

He was taken in adoption by his uncle, the late Jam Saheb, and he 
succeeded to the gad: on the 1ith March 1907, The Honourable Mr. 
Fitegerald, Agent to the Governor-General, installed Prince Ranjitsinhji, 
Who was then presented with a sword and shield by His Highness the Rao 


’ 
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of Cutch, His Highness the Jam Saheb, in the course of his reply to 
Mr. Fitzgerald's speech on the memorable occasion, said = 


Iam aware that these expressions and feelings add immensely to my 
responsibilities, and I feel that a deep obligation lies upon me not to disappoint 
my friends of their estimate in my case. While it will be vain to predict that my 
new career will add to my reputation, I can only say that I shall always en. 
deavour to play the game in such a manner as not to lose whatever credit I have 
earned in another field, I only hope I shall be able to achieve that. In the 
second place, I must thank all those ladies and gentlemen who have taken 
the trouble to come here at such short notice on this memorable occasion, Vo 
you, Mr. Fitzgerald, I can hardly express how deeply thankful I feel, | rely 
upon the good-will of my people, the loyalty of my officials, and the kind advice 
and assistance of the British Government and its officers. I must admit that, with 
all my expetience in my past life, I am now entering upon a page in my history 
which is new to me, I know it will be trying. I have to guard against various 
pitfalls into which a Chief is likely to be led by interested persons, [ cannot 
afford to be idle, luxurious or indifferent, as that would involve injury not only 
to my personal interesls, but to the interests of the large population committed 
tomy care, Iam very thankful for the various suggestions you have made 
as to the different ways in which I can improve my State and its administration , 
‘This advice and these suggestions are so rich that I must keep them always 
before me and endeavour to act up to them. I know my State and people 
have suffered much from the scourges mentioned by you, and can only hope 
that we are now entering upon a better cycle af years, I hope to abide by 
the traditions of this State and to maintain an unswerving loyalty to the Bri. 
tish throne, In this connection I could not have a better man to sel an exam. 
ple, which I shall always look to act up to, than my esteemed friend, the 
famous Major-General Maharajah Sir Pratap Singh of Idar, 

Referring to Prince Ranjitsinhji’s elevation to the Jamnagar gadi, the 
London Times observed :— 


The news that the Government of India have conlitmed the title on Prince 
Ranjitsinhji as hereditary Chief of Nawanagar will be read with the liveliest 
interest by lens of thousands of Englishmen, who know and care little 
about high politics, English or Indian. Prince Ranjitsinhji has won the admis 
ation and almost the affection, not only of all who play or have played cricket, 
but of the much larger multitude who, for a dozen different reasons, look on al 
cricket, and who talk cricket and read cricket when they cannot look on. The 
new Ruler enters upon his inheritance which is unigue in the annals of Indian 
Princes, He has been brought into constant and intimate contact with all 
classes of the people of England to a degree which can but rarely fall to any 
man who is not of our blood, It will be of deep interest to nole what lessons 
he bas learnt from them and about them. He has learnt to " play the game.” 
We trust and belieye that he will always play it in the sphere to which he has 
been called. 
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Wis Highness ray be expected to settle down permanently in his 
State hereafter, and give his undivided attention to it and earn for himself 
as grea a reputation as a Ruler as he has done as a Sportsman. On the 
moral side, the services already rendered by the Jam Saheb to India are 
very great ; for he is the supreme exponent of the Englishman’s game 
Asa wriler in the Daily News has putit, “he has brought the East 
into the heart of the happy holiday crowds of England, and has made 
them think of if as something human and kindly, It {is his supreme 
service that through his genius for the English game, he has familiarized 
the English people with the idea of the Indian as a man of like affections 
with themselves and with capacities beyond theirs, in directions supposed 
to be peculiarly their own, Ina word, he is the first Indian who has 
touched the imagination of the English people, He has released trains of 
thought in the common mind that cannot fail to influence beneficially, 
the popular {eeling in regard to the greatest task that belongs {o the 
British people as an imperial nation, Ae is as engaging with his 
tongue as with his bal, a lively raconteur and a man of thoroughly 
democratic sympathies and serious purposes. It was he who first set 
himself to break down the practice of professionals and amateurs 
lunching separately, providing thus a curious commentary on our 
vague conceptions about caste. The castes of India have at least 
some basis in great traditions and fundamental ideas, The caste 
system of our own cricket tield as of our own society has only a basis in 
riches. You cannot be a Runjeet-Singh—to give the Jam Sahib the true 
rendering of his much-abused name—unless you have the blood of the 
Lion race in your veins $ but you may join the old nobility of England if 
you have made a brilliant speculation in rubber or have exploited the oils 
of Baku or the gold of the Transvaal, Perhaps, after all, ihe Jam Sahib 
has more tight (o correct the caste traditions of our land than we have to 
deplore the caste system of his own.” In the game of cricket it is said 
that he combines an oriental calm with an oriental swiftness—the stillness 
of the panther with the suddenness of ils spring, and that he has earned 
his name as a cricketeer with extraordinary little display and by a 
mastery of that rare art of the omission of unessentials, and the concentra- 
tion of the one thing that needs to be done, How far these great moral 
qualities will help the Jam Saheb in the good work that lies before him 
isa matter for the future lo judge, His Highness enjoys a salute of eleven 
guns, 

If the battle of Waterloo was won in the play-fields of Iton, lel us 
hope thal the prosperity of Nawanagar has already been achieved in 


the several crickel-fields where the fam Saheb has earned his world-wide 
reputation, 


HIS HIGHNESS THE RAJ RANA 
SIR BHAWANI SINGH BAHADUR, K,C.S, L, 
RAJ] RANA OF JHALAWAR 


Jhalawar isa flourishing small Protected State in the south-cast of 
Rajputana with an area of 810 square miles and a population of 96,215, 
spread over 410 towns and villages. The southern part of the State is hilly 
and fairly wooded with a number of small streams, while the rest 
forms a rich undulating plain, The Chambal and the Kali Sindh are 
the chief rivers, The climate is generally healthy, and the average rainfall 
is thirty-seven inches, The annual revenue of the State is nearly five lakhs, 
The Hindus number about 87 per cent, of the population, mostly of the 
Vaishnavite sect, and the Mahomedans and the Jains make up the rest, 
Malwi ancl Haraoti are the chief dialects spoken, Wells constitute an 
important source of irrigation, The principal crops are jowar, maize, 
cotton, gram and wheat, The country is noted for a fine breed of cattle, 
but the ponies for which it was once famous have become very few 
owing to excessive mortality among them during the famine of 1899— 
1900. Cattle fairs are held annually at Jhalrapatan, the capital town, 
Excellent sandstone is got from the hills for building purposes, Cotton 
fabrics, brass utensils, knives and blades are the only manufactures of any 
importance, The exports are opium, oil-seeds and cotton, while food grains, 
salt, sugar, cloth and metals are the principal imports, The only serious 
famine from which the State suffered was that of 1899-1900, when relief 
measures were undertaken on a liberal scale at a cost of nearly iwo lakhs 
of rupees, The Raj Rana is assisted by a Dewan in the administration of 
the State, The country is divided into five tahsils, cach under a Tahsildar 
assisted by a Naib-Tahsildar, Tahsildars exercise both civil and criminal 
powers, They dispose of suits to the value of Rs, 100, and can sentence 
up to one month’s imprisonment, and levy a fine of Rs. 80. The Dewani 
Adalat hears sutls up to five thousand rupees, and the Faujdari Adalat 
can sentence up to two years, and fine nol exceeding Rs, 800, 
Civil and criminal administration is on the lines of British courts, and 
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capital sentences have to be confirmed by the Mahakina Khas, the final 
appellate authority in the State, presided over by the Raj Rana. The 
army consists of 600 olfcers and men, 300 of whom algo do police work, 
The strength of the local police is 400, besides 170 chaulkidars, who enjoy 
lands rent-free for their services, There are ten educational institutions, 
the most important of them being the High School at the capital, Edu- 
cation is imparted in English, Urdu, Hindi and Sanskrit, Medical relief 
is afforded in five hospitals and dispensaries, Jhalrapatan and Chhaoni 
are the only wo municipalitics. There is a small forest about eight 
square miles in extent, which is looked after by a department called Duns 
gav Bagar, The Chief is entitled to a salute of eleven guns, 

The State takes ils name after the famous Jhala clan of Rajputs, to 
which therulers belong, Jhalawar, asa Separate principality, is,hhowever, of 
recent origin, In the days of Maharao Bhim Singh of Kotah, Madho Singh, 
the son of Bhao Singh, the founder of the Jhalawar family, went from 
Halwad in Kathiawar, to Rajputana and, by sheer force of his talents, rose 
to be the Faujdar or Commander of the Kotah troops, and secured Nanta in 
jagh. The office and the jaghir were continued to his descendants, and 
Zalim Singh, his great-grandson, scarcely eighteen years of age, became the 
Commander in 1758, Three years later he gained a great victory over the 
Jaipur army at Bhatwara, Soon after this, owing to a misunderstanding 
with the Maharao of Kotah, he repaired to Udaiput, and, by his valuable 
services, gained from the Maharana the title of Raj Rana, Subsequently he 
was reconciled tothe Maharao of Kotah ; and after the death of the latter 
in 1771, Zalim Singh was made the guardian and protector of the young 
Maharao, Umed Singh, Zalim Singh continued very powerful for nearly 
half a century, In 1817 mainly through his mediation, Kotah was brought 
under British protection, and in the next year, by a supplementary tceaty, 
its entire administration was vested in him, and in his heirs and 
successors, But this system was soon found unworkable, and the British 
Government took out seventeen districts from Kotah and assigned them to 
Madan Singh, the grandson of Zalim, It is this principality that is now 
known as Jhalawar. It was taken under British protection in 1838, The 
Chief enjoyed the distinction of Maharaj Rana, and a salute of fifteen 
guns was also conferred on him, At the time of the Mutiny, Prithyi 
Singh, son of Madan Singh, did good and loyal service. After him came 
his adopted son, Zalim Singh ll, a minor, ten years old, and he was in- 
vested with full powers in 1884, But owing to mal-administration he was 
deposed in 1896. Ashe had no sons, the Government of India selected for 
the gadi Kunwar Bhawani Singh, son of Thakur Chhatarsal of F atehpur, 
a descendant of Madho Singh, the first Jhala Faujdar of Kotah. 

« The present Ruler, His Highness the Raj Rana Sir Bhawani Singh, 
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K, CS. 1, was born on the 4th September 1874, He*was educated at the 
Mayo College, Ajmer, where he remained from 1881 to 1891. At College 
he distinguished himself as an enthusiastic sporlsman, especially in the 
game of crickel, in which he was considered one of the best bowlers, 
The Raj Rana was given full powers of Government on the 6th February 
1899 by Sir Arthur Martindale, then Agent to the Governor-General 
in Rajputana, . 


At the outset of his career, His Highness had to face the terrible 
famine of 1899-1900, when he took prompt and effective measures to 
relieve the famine-stricken by opening relief works and poor-houses, and 
by importing food grains in large quantities and selling them at much 
lower than the market rales, Arrears of rent amounting to nearly four 
lakhs were remitted to the ryots. In April 1904, His Highness went to 
Europe to improve his health and returned to his State in November of 
that year, The Raj Rana was specially fortunate in having Major Benn 
as his companion during this four, and he saw everything that was 
worth seeing both in England and on the continent, His late 
Imperial Majesty Edward VI not only received him in audience at the 
Buckingham Palace, but treated him with the kindest consideration 
during his stay, when, as it happened, they had to meet often at 
Marienbad, This accounts for the special attachment and devotion 
that the Raj Rana always had for the person of the late sovereign, and for 
his staunch loyalty to the ruling house, After his retuyn to the country 
with his experience thus widened, he has been trying {o improve the 
administration in all possible ways. Among the many reforms carried 
out by His Highness may be mentioned (1) the adoption of the 
imperial postal unity ; (2) the introduction of the British currency and 
weights; (3) the abolition of a number of petty cesses; and (4) the 
substitution of {he Nagri script in the State courts and offices. 


His Highness is a great patron of learning, He takes a keen interest 
in education, and has made it free in the State. Besides the High School 
at Jhalrapatan, there are many primary schools, where good education 
is given to the children of the poor. Much attention is paid to female 
education, Recently special arrangements were made for the education 
of Chhaoni girls, and Jhalawar can boast of the largest number of educated 
women in India, In the case of girls’ schools, books and other school 
requisites are given gratis, Every effort is made to improve the condition 
and status of teachers, and arrangements are in progress for opening many 
new schools, His Highness is alsoa very great lover of books, his private 
library being considered one of the very best in all Rajputana, both 
for the choice of books and the varioly of subjects represented, The 
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Raj Rana is a member of the following scientific Instituntios and 
Societies -~—~ 

(1) The Royal Asiatic Society, (2) The Royal Astronomical Society, 
(8 The Royal BotaniciSociety, (4) The Royal Geographical Society, (5) 
The Royal Society of Arts, (6) Society Astronomique ‘de France, (7) The 
Royal Institution of Great Britain, (8) Vice-President of the Astronomical 
Society of India, (9) The International Arbitration and Peace Association, 
and (10) The National Indian Association, 

He serves on ihe committees of the Mayo College, Ajmer; Daly 
College, Indore; and the Rajputana Museum, At Jhalawar there is a high 
class Literary Association, the Rajendra Literary Institute, named after the 
Maharaj Kumar, patronized by His Highness, in the debales of which 
Sardars and officials take part and discuss literary, social and other questions. 

An Agri-Horticultural Exhibition is held every year in February or 
March, and prizes are awarded in open compelition to those that exhibit 
the very best varieties of vegelables, flowers, fruits, etc, 

The Raj Rana is easily accessible to his people. To attract good men 
into the State service and to improve its morale, he has raised the scale 
of salaries all round, In May 1908, His Highness was made a K.C,§, I. 

His Highness went to “ngland in 1912 when he had the honour of 
doing homage more than once to His Majesty the King-Emperor George Y, 


Soon after his return from the second trip to England, in order to 
improve the pecuniary status of his subjects, His Highness was pleased 
to grant a hig remission of six lakhs of 1upees, quile unprecedented in the 
annals of Jhalawar, 

When he was in England, he was madea member of the Royal 
Geographical Society and also of the Poetry Society, Contact with English 
public life has made him a believer in representative institutions; and it is 
said he seriously contemplates giving soon a large share to his people in 
the administration of the State. At a dinner party in London got 
upin his honour, His Highness denounced the sombre creed of 
anarchism and assured the audience that the Government of India would 
command the respect and obedience of the Indian people as long as they 
were assured of peace, good laws, and equal opportunity to all, 


‘The diary kept by the Raj Rana on the occasion of his visit to Eurqpe 
in 1904 has been published by Messrs, Longmans, under the title 
Travel Pictures. The book contains many interesting comments on public 
affairs and European customs from the standpoint ot a Rajput Prince, It 
also gives a vivid account of the impressions of the Raj Rana regarding 
the places and countries visited by him, including Spain, Portugal, France, 
Scotland, Ireland, Holland, Denmark, Marienbad, Vienna, Switzerland, 
Austria, Italy, Greece, and Egypt. His Majesty the King-Emperor has 
permitted its dedication to him, 

Jhalawar is thus one of the most advanced States in Rajputana, and 
is blessed with a talented and enlightened Chief. 


aa 


HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJAH 
SIR RAWAL SHRI BHAVSINGH]JI TAKHATSINGH]I, K.C, S. 1, 
MAHARAJAH OF BHAVNAGAR 


Bhavnagar is a first-class tributary Stale in the Kathiawar Agency 
of Bombay. It covers an area of 2,860 square miles and has a popula- 
tion of 441, 367, spread over eleven towns and 655 villages, giving an 
average density ol 144 persons per square mile, The revenue of the State 
is nearly half a crore. The commercial resources of the country are very 
great as it has a good sea-board with safe harbours, and to this fact may 
perhaps be ascribed the early connection between the Bombay Govern- 
ment and the Bhavnagar Dutbar as much as to the personality and impor- 
tance of therulers. The country does not present a uniform aspect; for 
while nearly half the total area consists of black colton soil, there are also 
extensive sandy or salt flats, and parts are covered with hills and moun« 
tains, such as those of Sihor, Khokra, Und, Babriadhar, and sections of 
the Gir hills. These hills seem (o be the result of volcanic eruptions, and 
so it may be presumed that the mineral 1esources of the State are rich 
and await prospecting, Excellent laterite is found for building purposes, 
Besides the wells so commonin the Kathiawar Peninsula, the chief 
sources of irrigation are the rivers of Shetrunji, Bagad and Malan. The 
fine artificial lake, five miles in circumference, near the capital, not 
only presents a picturesque appearance but provides the town with good 
potable water. The climate on the sea-coast is generally healthy, but it 1s 
hot and dry inland. The annual rainfall is about twenty-five inches, 
The chief product of the country is cotton, besides the usual grains, Salt 
is manufactured, as well as obtained in a natural state. The other 
important manufactures are oil, copper and brass vessels, and cloth, There 
are about eleven cotton-presses, nine ginning factories, and one spinning 
and weaving mill in the State, Besides ten stallions for horse-breeding, 
there is also an Italian donkey stallion for mule-breeding. The forests 
of Sihor are the only ones of importance. There are two experimental 
plantations at Sihor and Mahduva, contalning about 46,000 vatletles 
of trees, 
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. The State owns a large share in the Bhavnagar-Gondal Railway, 
nearly 120 miles of its total length lying within its confines, The Railway 
is indeed a great asset, having already paid out more than eleven lakhs in 
excess of the capital outlay. The State pays a tribute of a lakh and a half 
to the British Government, the Gackwar of Baroda, and the Nawab of 
Junagarh, The Chief, of course, exercises full ruling powers. He is en. 
titled to a salute of eleven guns, Among the progressive measures adopt- 
edrecently may be mentioned the establishment of a Savings Bankin 1902, 
in which large sums have already been deposited, Peace is maintained 
by a pulice force numbering about 600, of whom nearly 50 are mounted. 
The State army consists of a regiment of Imperial Service Lancers, 256 
strong, 51 cavalty and 285 infantry. For purposes of medical aid thete 
are two hospitals anc about twenty dispensaries, 

‘The rulers of Bhavnagar belong to the famous Gohel clan of Rajputs 
who claim descent from the lunar race of kings, and from Shalivahan of the 
Shaka Era, After distinguishing themselves in several military exploits 
inthe north of India, they seem to have finally settled down in Kathiawar, 
about the middle of the thirteenth century; hence the name Gohelwad 
to the eastern part of Kathiawar, Evidences are not wanting to show 
that they were in Kathiawar even earlier, so far back as the beginning of 
the ninth century. It is said that the family title of Rawal was earned for 
military service rendered al the famous siege of Chitor in A D, 1308, 
According to current traditions, Sajakji, the progenitor of the present 
ruling house, is believed (o have established himself in those tracts in A.D, 
1260, He had three sons, Ranoji, Saranji, and Shahji, whose descendants 
are said to have founded respectively the principalities of Bhavnagar, 
Lathi and Palitana, The Chief of Vala also belongs to this family. The 
ancient capital of the State was Sihor, but in the conflict with the 
Mahrattas, at the beginning of the eighteenth century, Bhavsinghji, the 
tuler, removed tt (0 Bhavnagar in 1723, having found the former capital 
rather insecure. It was also he that granted a fourth share of the customs 
of the Bhavnagar Port to the Sidi of Surat, to protect him from his enemy, 
the Nawab of Cambay. From the Sidi of Surat the British obtained 
this right in 1759, 

Bhavsinghji was succeeded in 1764 by Akherajji, who continued to 
rule the country until 1772. He was an able ruler and renowned warrior. 
He helped the Mahrattas against the Moghuls and took part with the 

{ British in reducing the pirate strongholds of Talaja and Mahuva, it was 
‘ this Chief that gave shelter to Raghunath Rao Peshwa during: the 
+ first Mahratta war. The British offered the fort of Talaja ta Akherajji, 
; but he declined it, His son, Wakhatsinghji, however, seized the 
\ fort, and in 1774. the British-allowed him to retain 1 on payment of: 


a 
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Rs, 75,000, He was an intrepid soldier, in whose time Bhavnagar‘ 
dominions received large addilions. He cultivated firm friendship with 
the British traders at Surat, 

At the time of the first Mahratta war, the Gaekwar andthe Peshwa 
jointly exercised suzerainty over Bhavnagar. By the treaty of Bassein, 
the Peshwa’s share was ceded to the British ; and*by an arrangement with 
the Gaekwar in 1807, the whole State came under British protection, In 
1840 the mint at Bhavnagar was abolished for a compensation of 
Rs, 2,800 a year, and for a further sum of Rs, 4,000, ‘he Bhavnagar Durbar 
resigned all rights to the land and sea customs of Gogha. ‘The estates of 
Bhaynagar lying within the Dhandhuka and Gogha districts were, however, 
brought under the control of the British in 1816, and after repeated com- 
plaints, they have been finally placed under the supervision of the Agent 
to the Governor in Kathiawar, from 1866, Wakhatsinghji died in 1816, and 
his successor, Vajesinghji, ruled over the State for thirty-six years, dis 
grandson, Akherajji 111, succeeded him, On the laiter dying without issue 
in 1864, his brother, Jaswantsinghji, was placed on the gads. 

He was an able and enlightened Chief, and rendered much help to the 
English during the trying days of the Mutiny, He was made a 
K.C.S.I, in 1866, having been the first Kathiawar Chief to reveive the 
distinction, Various improvements were effected in the administration 
of the State during his time. Many fine buildings were put up for 
hospitals, schools and dispensaries, Roads were laid oul on a large scale ; 
atrangements were made for the better management of towns by the estab- 
lishment of municipalities ; and a State Gazette was inslituted, He died in 
1871, and was succeeded by his son, Takhatsinghji, born in 1858, 

During the minority of the Chief, the State was administered jointly 
by a British Officer and the Dewan, The young Prince was educated at the 
Keatinge Rajkumar College, Rajkot, where he made himself loved and 
respected by all. After a stay of three years, he returned to his State, and 
his training was continued under the care of Colonel Nutt. He gained 
practical experience in the work of administration by attending to all the 
official duties of the Minister for nearly a year. He was invested with 
full powers in 1878, His Highness was made a K.C,S, 1. in 1881, 
and aG. C.S.1, in 1888. The personal distinction of Maharajah was 
conferred on him in 1891. In 1890 His Royal Highness Prince Albert 
Victor honored the State with a visit and laid the foundation stone of the 
Port, to which His Royal Highness was also graciously pleased to lend 
his name, The Maharajah died in 1896, and was succeeded by his eldest 
a Bhavsinghji Takhatsingji, the present, popular Chief, 

. His Highness the lale Takhatsinghiji was a very capable ruler, and the 
first act of his administration was the pulling up of a beautiful britige over 
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the river Aji, near Rajkot, at a cost of nearly a lakh and a half. It was 
during his reign that the State Railway was laid, that a sum of 
more than half a crore was spent on public buildings, that a fine 
palace adorned the capital, that court-houses and schools were built, 
that a hospital was founded and provided with a grand and com. 
modions burldirg, and that two large fruit and vegetable mar- 
kets were opened, The Samaldas Arts College was set up in 
memory of one of the Dewans, Mr, Samaldas Parmanandas, His H ighness 
further contributed over a lakh of rupees for a new wing to the Rajkumar 
College. Parks and public gardens were laid out, and the fine and beauti- 
ful lake near the city was also the work of the Maharajah. His charity 
and munificence extended beyohd the limits of his State, He contributed a 
sum of over £ 10,000 to the Northbrook Club and the Imperial Institute in 
London, He was an ardent social reformer and a great believer in female 
education. A Council of Administration was established in 1887, and the 
law courts were thoroughly reformed under the guidance of Sir M, M, 
Bhownaggrce, the late Indian Member of the House of Commons, 

The present Ruler, His Highness the Maharajah Sir Rawal Shri Bhav- 
singhji Takhatsinghyi, K.C.S, 1, born on the 26th Apnl 1875, succeeded to 
the gadi in 1896, and since then he has been closely treading in the footsteps 
of his father, He was also educated al the Rajkumar College, Rajkot; 
and he had an excellent training later on along with (he Maharajah 
of Kolhapur and the Chief of Kagal, under Mr, S. M, Fraser, C.S.1., C.LE., 
at present British Resident in Kashmir, He has travelled extensively, - 
In 1888 he married a daughter of the Maharawal of Baria, He had 
a special course of military training at Poona, During his father’s life-time, 
he was (he Commandant of the Bhavnagar Staie Lancers, and an extra 
Member of the Executive Council, In all these ways he has trained himself 
for the work of an administrator. He has always had about him able 
counsellets who have rendered valuable service to the Stale, the most impor- 
tant of them being the Honourable Mr, Prabashankar D, Pathani, C.L.E, 
the Dewan, once His Highness's tutor, whose elevation to the Executive 
Council of Bombay was announced only recently, With his assistance 
the Maharajah was able to effect many reforms, The present prosperous 
condition of the Slate is due mainly to the zeal and energy of Mr, 
Pathani. In the matter of education the State has reached a high level of 
efficiency. Besides an Arts College and a High School, there are nine 
middle schools, one hundred and sixty primary schools, and seven aided 
schools. Special attention is paid to the clevation and education of the 
depressed classes. Scholarships are given to deserving students tv enable 
them to prosecute their studies elsewhere, The municipal administration 
too is equally satisfactory, there being ten municipalities in the State. The 
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famine administration of 1899-900 reflected the greatest credit on the 
Durbar, Relief works were established on a liberal scale, and 1emissions of 
taxes were made to the extent of nearly fifteen lakhs, the whole famine ex. 
pendiiure exceeding twenty lakhs. 

The Maharani died in 1903, and the Maharajah married a daughter of 
the Chief of Khirasa in 1905, On the 19th May 1912, a son and heir 
was born to His Highness, and the auspicious event was celebrated amidst 
great rejoicings with all oriental splendour, 

During the South African War, His Highness contributed a hundred 
trained horses with equipment and fifty men for Lumsden’s Horse, The 
Chief was created a K.C.S.I in 1904, and i in 1909 the personal distinction 
of Maharajah was conferred on him. The Port of Bhavnagar has been 
much improved, and a dak and a wharf have been constructed. There are 
large railway schemes under consideration, In 1908 a very successful 
Industrial Exhibition was held at Bhavnagar. 

His Highness is, of course, most loyal to the Ruling House of 
England, ‘The last Delhi Coronation Day was celebrated with the greatest 
enthusiasm at the capital. Their Excellencies Sir George and Lady Clarke, 
and His Highness the Gaekwar of Baroda, paid a visit to the State in 
1911. 

Her Highness the present Maharani isan accomplished young lady 
educated in both English and Gujarati, She takes great interest in female 
education and freely accompanies her husband in his tours through the 
State. Two Girls’ Schools and a Ladies’ College have been established in 
the State under her influence, She isa lite-member of the Countess of 
Dufferin Fund,and takes a lively interest in many philanthropic movements, 
She has instituted a gold medal for music at the Seva Sadan, Bombay, in 
memory of the late Miss Violet Clarke (the daughter of the late Governor 
of Bombay). At the Delhi Durbar 1911, Her Highness was admitted to 
the Order of the Crown of India, The Maharani is a real helpmate to the 
Maharajah in all his administrative activities, 

The wedding of the Princess of Bhavnagar, Kunwari Shri Manhar+ 
kunverba, the only daughter of the Maharajah Saheb, with the young 
Chief of Panna, was celebrated on a magnificent scale at Bhavnagar on 
the 2nd December 1912, Many neighbouring Ruling Chiefs, and high 
European and Indian officials and noblemen honored the occasion with 
their kind presence, 

’ Bhavnagar isa very flourishing State keeping pace with modern 
progkess wndgr the immediate care of the present enlightened Ruler, His 
Highness : the Ba labarajah Sw Rawal Shri Bhavsinghji ‘Takhatsinghji; 
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HIS HIGHNESs THE MAHARAJAH MAHENDRA 
JADVENDRA SINGH BAHADUR 
MAHARAJAH OF PANNA 


In the Bundelkhand Agency of Central India lies the Sanad State of 
Panna, It isin thiee detached pieces surrounding their respective chief 
towns of Panna, Bakswaho and Birsinghpur, It covers an avea of 2,492 
square miles ancl has a population of about 200,000. The State is well-known 
for its rich mineral deposits, especially for its famous diamond mines, 
scattered over a raclius of fifty miles round the city of Panna, A branch 
of the Vindhyas, known as the Panna range, traverses the country from 
north-east to south-west. The river Ken separates it from the sister State uf 
Chhatarpur, Rich and extensive forests cover the country, There are also 
small tracts of scrub jungles, Among the wild amimals met with may be 
mentioned the tiger, the bear, the sambar, and the wild hog. Game is 
plentiful in the forests, ‘The climate, though hot, is fair with an average 
annual rainfall of forty-two inches. More than a third of the people live by 
agriculture, and about a fourth by general labour, Tanks constitute the chief 
source of irrigation, It is only in recent years that the administration of 
forests has been placed ona sound basis, and they have now come to be of 
great economic value to the State. Timber and grains constitute the 
principal articles of trade. The Chief exercises all the powers of rulers of 
similar senior sanad States, The revenue amounts to about six lakhs per 
annum, ‘The army consists of 80 cavalry, 150 infantry and 12 gunners 
with 19 serviceable guns, Peace is maintained by a police force of 180 
men, besides the rural police of 450 chaukidars, There is a jail at the 
capital town. Instruction is afforded in thirty-five schools. Medical aid is 
given in one hospital and four dispensaries, ‘The Chief enjoys a salute of 
eleven guns, 

‘The diamond mines of Panna seem to have been worked from the 
* nfiddle of the seventeenth century, probably even from earlier days, The 
7 dlamonds, though small in size, ave known for their great lusire and purity, 
? One large diamond, taken from the mines, worth about half a lakh of 
pees, is in thé possession of the Mahataj th, The income from the anes 
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was once as large as four lakhs, but it has now dwindled to about seven 
thousand a year, 

For administrative purposes the State is divided into eleven parganas, 
The town of Panna, with a population of about 12,000, seems to 
have been an important place for a long time, It was originally the 
head-quarters of a Gond Chief, and the Baghelas of Rewah took 
possession of the country in the thirteenth century. Sikandar 
Lodi is said to have attacked it in 1494, One Rajah Ramchandra Deo, 
it would appear, ruled over the State about the middle of the sixteenth 
century. But it was from the end of the seventeenth century that Panna 
became particularly prominent, when Chhatarsal made it his capital in 
1675, It is a picturesque little town, 800 feet above the sea-level, cleanly 
in appearance, built of solid stones and surrounded by hills. The new 
palace is a fine building, There are several temples in Panna, but the best 
among them is the one dedicated to Balram, built for Maharajah Rudra 
Pratap Singh by an English Engineer, on the design of the famous 
Cathedral of St, Paul's, ‘There is also an interesting shrine dedi 
cated to the famous preacher, Pran Nath, who is credited with having first 
advised the working of the diamond mines. The memory of this great 
preacher is held in reverence all over the State. He seems io have come 
into the country in the days of Rajah Sabha Singh about the middle 
of the eighteenth century, It appears he worked most to produce har- 
mony among Mabomedans and Hindus, and for this purpose he published 
a book, entitled the Mehitariyal, showing the similarily in the funda- 
mental truths of both the religions by bringing together parallel passages 
from the Koran and the Vedas, This great work is kept in the shrine 
covered with a gold-embroidered cloth and 1s worshipped by many 
devotees. Pran Nath also wanted to bring about union between Maho- 
medans and Hindus by introducing a system of interdining among the 
members of the two sects, His cult seems to have many followers in 
Nepalalso They are generally known as Dhamas or Pran Nathees, 
Many students resort to the (own to study the doctrines of this faith, 

The Cluefs of Panna are connected with the ruling house of Orchha, 
In the political confusion of the eighteenth century awing to a fratricidal 
war among the sons of Shah Jahan, the whole of Bundelkhand was 
plunged in disorder until Champat Rai, a grandson of Udot Singh of 
Orchha, became the recognised leader of the Bundela cause. He was 
very useful to Aurangzeb ai frst and was in high favour at the Moghul 
court. Later on he fell into disfavour, and to escape humiliation he 
was killed at his request by his wife, who subsequently committed 
suicide, Their son, Chhatarsal, then assumed the leadership of the 
Bundela clan, and became the most powerful monarch of his time, 
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His first capital was Kalinjar, and later on, as already observed, he moved 
to Panna in 1675, In hislast days Chhatarsal, however, met with many 
reverses, In 1729 the Emperor Mahomed Shgh sent a large army under 

. the leadership of Mahomed Khan Bangash against Chhatarsal, who, reduced 
to extremities, was compelled to seek the assistance of Baji Rao, the Peshwa, 
The Moghul army was expelled after a siege of six months from Jaitpur. 
When these wars came to a close, Chhatarsal divided his vast possessions 
among his sons, The tracts round Panna, which yielded an annual revenue 
of thirty-nine lakhs, fell to the share of his eldest son, Hirde Sah; the Peshwa 
got tracts round the Saugor district, worth thirty-two lakhs per annum; 
and a third section about Jaitpur went to his third son, Jagat Raj, 
valued at thirty-one lakhs, besides numerous smaller grants to 
vassals, Chhatarsal died in 1732 at the ripe age of eighty-nine, It is said 
that he had a large number of sons from whom are descended the present 
‘ruling families of Panna, Charkhari, Ajaigarh, Bijawar, Sarila, Jaso, Jigni 
and Lugasi, Panna is even now looked on as the premier Bundela State, 
east of the Dhasan, 

Hirde Sah ruled for seven years, when Sabha Singh succeeded him 
(1789-52), It was in the days of this prince that Panna diamond mines 
came to be worked, The next Chief was Aman Singh (1752-58), who was 
murdered and succecded by his brother, Hindupat (1758-77), In 1777 
Anirudh, a minor and younger son of Hindupat, was placed on the gadi, and 
the administration was entrusted to Beni Hazuri, and a Brahmin, Khemraj 
Chaube, ‘The jealousies between the two brought on a civil war in the 
State, and matters became worse when Anirudh died in 1779. Numerous 
olaimants appeared on the scene, and in the confusion, Beni Hazuri, Khemraj, 
and Sone Sah Ponwar, founded ultimately the States of Maihar, Paldeo and 
Chhatarpur respectively. DhokalSingh,a brother of Anirudh, was able to 
establish himself in Panna in 1785, and he continued to rule till 1798, 
Bundelkhand was at this time ravaged by the Gosain leader, Himmat Baha- 
dur, and his confederate, AliBahadur, generally known as the Nawab of 
Banda, The latter asserted his suzerainty over the Chiefs of Bundelkhand 
including Dhokal Singh, and issued sanads to them. The next ruler 
was Kishor Singh (1798-1840), He was actually an exile when the Bri- 
tish came in possession of these tracts, and by sanads granted to him in 
1807 and 1811, he was restored to his possessions. Then came Harbans 
Rai (1840-49), who was succeeded by Neriput Singh, The latter ruled 
till 1870. It was during his days that the Mutiny broke out, and for his 
loyal services in holding the fort of Kalinjar, and for his having cleared 
the Damoh district of all rebels, he was rewarded with a khilat of 
Rs, 20,000 and also (he Simaria pargana, ‘The title of Mahendra was con- 
ferred on liim as a personal distinction in 1869, and it was made heredi- 
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tary in 1875, He was succeeded by Rudra Pratap Singh in 1870, Rudra 
Pratap was created a K.C,S.I. in 1876, and in 1877 he was also given an 
addition of two guns to his salute as a personal honour, His brother, 
Lokpal Singh, was the next ruler, He died in 1897, and was succeeded 
by Madho Singh, The latter was deposed in 1902, 

His cousin, Jadvendra Singh, the present Chief, born in 1898, was then 
placed on the gadi. He is a minor, and so the State is under the control 
of the Political Agent. The Prince has received his education at the Mayo 
College, Ajmer, Very soon he will attain his majority and assume charge 
of his principality. Recently his marriage with the only daughter of H.H, 
the Maharajah Bahadur of Bhavnagar was celebrated at Bhavnagar with 
all oriental pomp. Mr. Sladen, the Political Agent of Kathiawar, in pro- 
posing the toast of the bridegroom, spoke of him as follows :~ 

His Highness is a descendant of the famous Maharajah Chhatarsal, who 
was the leading Rajput of nis day in Bundelkhand, and the State is in extent 
similar to the State of Bhavnaga. [ts rugged hills and jungles bred a race, 
long (amous for their military prowess. His Highness the Maharajab com- 
bines skill at polo and other manly sports with a liberal education, While a 
good s,ortsman he is fond of study and 1s keenly alive to the more serious 
task of ruling which lies before him, His Highness Sir Bhavsinghji has found 
in him a man broad-minded, with views in sympathy with his own, and able 
to appreciate the sterling worth of his bride. His Highness the Maharajah 
Mahendra will take away with him from Bhavnagar a jewel more excellent 
than the famous Panna diamonds. We may hope it may not be long before 
he is installed on the gai} lo which he succeeded many years ago. 

The accomplishments of the bride cannot be better described than 
in the words ot Mr. Sladen. In reply to the modest claims of her tather 
thathe had endeavoured to give her that kind of training which the 
present condition of India required in the children of the ruling families, 
Mr. Slaclen observed -— 

I feel sure you will all unite in expressing admiration of the solicitude 
with which His Highness and the Rani Sahiba have trained their daughter 
for the high position she is destined to occupy, Hers is no ordinary educa- 
tion: her attainments, literary, social, and artistic, are such as any lady might 
be proud of. Nine gold medals anda diploma {rom the Commitlee of the 
Festival of Empire last July are a rare distinction. A lady of such ability and 
such wide training will without doubt be a worthy helpmate in the adminis. 
tration of a State. 

His Highness will soon assume the responsibilities of the State, and 
with the noble traditions of the family of the great Chhatarsal, and the 
example of his illustrious father-in-law, H. H. the Maharajah Bahadur of 
Bhavnagar to guide him, he must make a really popular and capable ruler, 


HIS HIGHNESS SHRIMANT 
SHANKAR RAO PANDIT PANT SACHIV 
CHIEF OF BHOR 


THE Mahratta State of Bhor under the political control of the 
Collector of Poona lies in the Districts of Poona and Satara, It covers 
an area of 925 square miles and has a population of 144, 587, Its gross 
revenue comes to about five lakhs, Itisa State that played a prominent 
part in the early Mahratta history of the Deccan, and its founder, Shanka- 
raji Narayan, was one of the Brahmin Generals of Rajaram, the younger 
son of Shivaji Lying in the heart of the Mahratta country, the State has 
many places of historic interest. The fort of Prachandgad or Torna, 
the first stronghold captured by Shivaji in 1646, lies within its 
limits, some twenty miles south-west of Poona, Three miles away from 
this is the strong fort of Rajgad, built under the special supervision of 
Shivaji. ‘Tung, Tikona, Rohida, Sarasgad, arid Sudhagad, are also other 
forts of historic importance. The beautiful caves of Nenavli and Nadsur are 
worth the attention of archzologists, Ambavde and Baneshwar with Shiva 
temples attract many pilgrims, and are also known as good health-resorts. 
Ambadkhind Vishram Ghat, eight miles south of Bhor, Usar in Sudhagad, 
Raireshwav in Vichitragad, and Vageshwar in Kolwan, are pleasant and 
healthy hillstations. ‘Che hardware goods of Vele, the brass vessels of 
Pali, and the cotton fabrics of Nasarapur constitute the chief industries, 

Soon after the death uf Shivaji, in the confusion that arose during the 
days of Shambhaji and Shahu, the rising Mahratta power was for 
a while threatened with extinction, This was averted by the 
adverit to power of Rajaram, a younger son of Shivaji, and by the 
able band ot Mahratta Chiefs that gathered around him, The stirring 
adventures of Rajaram against the forces of Aurangzeb are even 
now sung in ballads or folk songs all over the Mahrashtra, Among the 
then who came to prominence in those troublous times stands foremost 
Shankaraji Narayan, the founder of the State of Bhor, Mainlyby his per« 
sonal influence, he brought together a large force of hillemen and mak« 


308 THE RULING CHIEFS, NOBLES AND ZAMINDARS OF INDIA 


ing a good army out of them, did great service in rehabilitating the declin- 
ing Mahratta powei. In 1692 he captured the strong fort of Rajgad under 
the most difficult conditions; and it is said that he himself led the army by 
scaling the walls of that fort with a sword in hand. He recovered the 
next year the forts of Torna and Rohida from the Mahomedans, When 
Rajaram took refuge at Jinjiin the Carnatic, leaving the affairs of the 
Mahratta Raj in the hands of Ramchandra Pant Amatya, Shankaraji 
Narayan was most useful to the Minister. Again, in the struggles before the 
fort of Jinji, he greatly distinguished himself by his personal prowess 
and courage, and it was mainly through his efforts that Rajaram was 
extricated from the hands of the Moghuls and taken back to Satara after 
many adventures and hair-breadth escapes. In recognition of his services 
Shankaraji Narayan was granted inams and annuities and had the title of 
Madarul-Mohul (the most faithful councillor) conferred on him, Later on 
in 1697 he was raised to the post of Sachiv or a member of the cabinet of 
eight ministers of Rajaram, and was in charge of the finances of the 
Satara Court. Rich jaghirs were conferred on him, including the forts of 
Rajgad and Torna. After the death of Aurangzeb in 1707, in the struggles 
between Shahu and Tara Bai, Shankraji maintained a neutral attitude by 
becoming a sanyasi, He died the next year, His successors, the Sachivs 
of Bhor, as they have been called, were very friendly with the Peshwas, 
and continued to be influential, In 1820 Mount Stuart Elphinstone entered 
into a treaty with the Pant Sachiv, which still regulates the relationship 
between the Stale of Bhor and the British Government, It became an 
independent feudatory State under British protection in 1849, oi the 
Satara State lapsed into the East India Company’s possessions, Since 
then it has remained most loyal to the Paramount Power. It received the 
usual sanad of adoption in 1862, and, in the matter of succession, it follows 
the law of primogeniture, 

His Highness Shrimant Shankar Rao Pandit Pant Sachiv, the present 
Chief of Bhor, is the ninth in descent from the original founder. Born in 
April 1854, he came to the gadi in 1871, and was invested with full powers 
in 1874, Continuity of policy in administration since then has brought 
many advantages to the Bhor State. ‘I'he Chief is known as an able and 
sympathetic administrator, with liberal and progressive ideas, Successive 
British Officers have borne testimony to his great success and popularity 
asaruler. A cultured and kind-hearted Brahmin Chief, he has inherited 
most of the traditiunal ideas of the ancient Hindu monarchs, as a father and 
protector of their people, For instance, when Colonel Godfrey, the 

- Survey Commissioner, was deputed to make a new settlement of lands, 
His Highness specially requested him to be lenient in the matter of 
assessments ; and the land revenue in Bhor is consequently much. less 
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exacting than in the surrounding British areas. All vexatious transit 
duties have been done away with. Special attention is paid to the 
construction of roads, Nearly half a lakh is spent every year on public 
wotks, and this policy, uniformly followed during the last four 
decades, has effected vast improvements, and has endowed almost all the 
villages with wells, chavadies and dharmasalas, His Highness main. 
tains an efficient High School at the capital, where the boys of the 
poorest of his subjects can obtain good secondary education at a nominal 
cost of eight annas a month. Primary education is free, and in the 
numerous village schools supported by the State, facilities are afforded 
to the children of the backward classes to receive the rudiments 
of education, Inthe time of the father of the present Chief, proper 
arrangements were made, at a cost of more than a lakh of rupees, to secure 
‘a never-failing supply of good potable water for the town of Bhotr, and 
speaking of it, Lord Reay, an ex-Governor of Bombay, observed :—~ | 
am reminded of the water-supply in Bombay, and I envy the position of 
the Pant Sachiv in this respect.” The Chief enjoys full administrative 
powers, and his judicial administration has elicited warm praises from 
Political Officers. 


Many public buildings have been put up during the present regime, 
and Lord Harris, congratulating the people of Bhor on having such a 
benevolent Chief, observed :— ‘These public edifices show the feeling of 
affection and regard of the Pant Sachiv for his subjects". The tracts have 
been most exposed to the ravages of plague during the last twenty years, 
and the precautionary measures taken have been warmly appreciated by the 
Government of Bombay, 1 the matter of famine administration also, the 
Chief has been equally successful. The financial condition of the State is 
very sound, the Ruler himself paying immediate attention to every 
department and looking {o all correspondence. Successive Govetnors 
have spoken highly of the culture, enlightenment, regularity, method, 
and devotion to duty of the Pant Sachiv. His loyalty is well-known, 
He has repeatedly offered his services and contributions to the 
British Government in almost every war that has broken out in recent 
times. He has been as often thanked for it by the Supreme 
Government. At the Delhi Durbar of 1908, a personal salute of nine 
“guns was conferred on him, and this was subsequently increased by two, 
The heir-apparent, Shrimant Baba Saheb, is 4 well-educated, accomplish. 
‘ed and enlightened Prince. 
{4% 
Since 1871 the State has enjoyed an unbroken policy of sound and 
yvigorous administration, which has made it’one of the most flourishing and 
« Progressive principalities of the Western Presidency, 
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HIS HIGHNESS THE SAWAL MAHARAJAH 
SIR RANJOR SINGH SAHEB BAHADUR, K.C.LE,, 
MAHARAJAH OF AJAIGARH 


in the Bundelkhand Political Agency of Central India lies the 
Rajput Sanad State of Ajaigarh, whose rulers are descended, like those of 
Charkhari, Byjawar, and Sarila, from the famous Chhatarsal of Panna. It is 
771 square miles in extent, an 1 has a population of about 80,000 ; nine-tenths 
of these are Hindus, the rest being mace up of Animists ancl Mahomedans, 
Agriculture 1s the main source of living for the people. More than half 
the State 1s under cultivation, though only a very small portion, 
hardly ten square miles, enjoys the benefits of irrigation. About a 
fifth of the total area is covered with forests, and there are still extensive 
tracts to be reclaimed Wheat, jowar, rice, barley, and cotton, 
constitute the chief products. The country is hilly, and the soil 
fairly fertile, The average rainfall is about fifty inches, and the Khen, with 
its affluents, is the chief river, Though iron ore is obtainable in plenty, it 
cannot be worked owing io competition with foreign imported metal. 
Diamonds are found in a few places. Trade does not flourish for 
want of good roads, The revenue of the Slate is about ihree lakhs, 
The army is made up of 75 cavalry, 350 infantry, and 44 artillerymen, with 9 
guns, Instruction is afforded in four schools, There is one dispensary at 
the capital for medical aid. There are some places of archeological interest, 
such as the fort at Ajaigarh, and the remains of a large town, which 
seem to have flourished under the Chandel rulers of the twelfth and 
thirteenth centuries, Inscriptions, as old as the fourteenth century, have been 
met with near the ruins, Nachna, two miles from Ganj, is another 
place of interest, near which also lie the remnants of a defunct town and 
of old temples, showing the influences of the Gupta style of architecture. 
The Chief is entitled to a salute of eleven guns. 

As already detailed in the account of the Panna State, the great 
Chhatarsal, after haying consolidaled the whole of Bundelkhand intoa 
powerful principality with the help of the Peshwa, divided his territories 
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just before his death among his two sons and the Peshwa. The tract 
about Jaitpur, valued af thirty-onejlakhs, went to the share of his third 
son, Jagat Raj, from whom the rulers of Ajaigarh are descended, Jagat 
Raj’s great-grandson, Bakht Singh, was the Chief of Banda and Ajaigarh, 
at the time these tracts passed under British protection. In 1807 he received 
asanad from ihe East India Company confirming him in his possessions, 
The present ruler, H. H. the Sawai Maharajah Sir Ranjor Singh 
Saheb Bahadur, K. C, I. E,, is the grandson of Bakht Singh through his 
second son, Sawai Maharajah Mahipat Singh, He isa Mutiny veteran, 
a sort of venerable connecting link between the old order and the new. 
He was born on the 28th September 1848, and was thus about ten years 
of age at the time of the Mutiny. His mother, who was then ruling the 
State as Maharani Regent, was most serviceable to the British by affording 
refuge to many European officers, and her young son was equally enthusi- 
astic in the British cause and seems to have been present with the State 
army in ifs operations against the rebels, 
Ason brought up by such a loyal mother inherits the same attach» 
ment to the British Throne. Heis atypical Rajput of the old school and 
takes an all-round interest in the affairs of his State. The ancient title of 
Sawai was revived to the family al the Delhi Durbar of 1877, The family 
motio is Randhir Ajai Bir (the steadfast in war is an unconquered hero), 
The administration of the Rajah has been very much appreciated by 
successive Political Officers, In+1887 the Government of India conferred 
on him enhanced criminal jurisdiction. He was madea K.CLE, in 
1897. His Highness is a prince of great learning and varied interests, 
He has brought oul many books on numerous subjects, including medicine 
and cookery, He has also published lively accounts of his Mutiny remini- 
scences, In,his younger days His Highness the Rajah wasa keen and 
enthusiastic sportsman, On one occasion, il would appear that, while out 
hunting, he had lo spear, with his own hand, before assistance coyld reach 
him, a wild ugress that he suddenly came across, His Highness is very 
jealous about the uaditions of his great house and pays special attention 
to the training of his children. He maintains in his palace a Maharaj 
Kumar School, in which all the children of hig household are most care- 
fully rained under his direct supervision to fit them for the high position 
in the world as true Rajput Princes. His Highness is justly, popular as a 
wise and venerable ruler among the Chiefs of Northern India, and is on 
,ferms of intimacy with most of the Ruling Princes in those paris, The 
heir to the gadi is Rajah Bahadur Bhopal Singh, born in 1866, 

* Under the parental care of His Highness the Maharajah Sir Ranjor Singh 
Saheb “Bahadur, K.C.LE,, the people of Ajaigarh are contented and happy. 
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HIS HIGHNESS THE RANA 
RANJIT SINGH BAHADUR 
RANA OF BARWANI 


Tue picturesque and hilly State of Barwani under the Southern States 
Agency of Central India is adjacent to the British District of Khandesh, 
and has an area of 1,178 square miles, It falls into two natural sections, 
the fertile alluvial plain of the Narbada, and the rough and uneven tracts 
made up of successive ranges of hills and valleys, covered with thick and 
luxuriant forests, From the ruins of civilization met with in ihe valley, it 
would appear that it was once a prosperous tract used by the Moghul 
nobles and officials of Bijagarh as a favourite place of resort, Out of the tolal 
population of 1,08,563, Hindus make up one half, while Animists number 
nearly 40 per cent, and the rest are Mahomedans, The Bhil and Hindj 
dialects are the prevailing languages. Nearly half the State is covered with 
forests, and more than one-fourth has been brought under cultivation, The 
chief crops are jowar, bajra, cotton, wheat, gram, and maize, The tracts 
are noted for their fine breed of cattle, the bullocks of Nimar being 
specially valued for theit size and slrength, ‘The remoteness of the State 
fiom railway lines has seriously told on its commercial prosperity, the 
nearest railway station being eighty miles distant from Barwani, Each of the 
four parganas into which the State is divided is in charge of a Kamasdar, 
The Chief exercises full powers in all matters, ‘The revenue is about six 
lakhs, and the State pays no tribute, It, however, contributes Rs, 3,889 
towards the maintenance of the Malwa Bhil coips. There is a Central Jail 
at Barwani. The frst school in the State was opened in 1868, anda 
High School, affiliated to the Allahabad University, came into existence 
in 1898, Instruction is imparled in thirty-four schools, The Agency 
Surgeon advises regarding the medical establishment. The capital town, 
Barwani, near the banks of the Narbada, has a population of about 7,000; 
sand it issaid to have been founded by Rana Chandra Singh about the 
ymiddle of the seventeenth century, Bawangaja, 4 famous place of pilgrimage 
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to the Jains, is very near the town, It is adjacent toa hill, on the top of 
which ts a temple with inscriptions dating from the twelfth century, There 
are also other temples near the locality, but they are of an inferior 
architecture, some of them being even modern, 

The Chiefs of Barwani belong to the famous class of Sesodia Rajputs, 
and are said to have come of the house of Udaipur, It would appear 
that a descendant of Bapa Rawal, by his second son, migrated sometime 
between the eleventh and fourteenth centuries to the Narbada districts and 
established himself at Avasgarh, a hill station, eight miles from Jalgun. 
Nothing authentic is known about the subsequent history of the Ranas, of 
whom there seem to have been filly-two till now. It is said that the thirty- 
fifth among them, Paras Ram Singh, was defeated by the Moghuls and 
carried away as a prisoner to Delhi, and was restored to the State again, 
About 1650 Chandra Singh removed the capital to Barwani as 
Avasgarh was too weak in point of its position, From the days of his 
son and successor, Mohan Singh, the State began to decline steadily 
owing to the altacks of the Mahrattas ; and though the Ranas of Barwani 
were never formally tributary to any of the great Malwa Chiefs, their own 
State became sinaller and smaller until what now remains was all that 
was left to them at the time of the Malwa settlement, Rana Mohan Singh II 
was (hen ihe ruler, 

In 1839, his son, Jaswant Singh, succeeded him. He died in 1880, 
leaving the succession to his brother, Indrajit. On the latter’s death in 
1894, his six-year-old son, Rana Ranjit Singh, became the Chief, and the 
State was placed under the control of the Political Agent, 

His Highness the Rana Ranjit Singh, born on the 26th December 
1888, inherited the right of succession on the 8th January 1895, Special 
attention was paid to the education of the young Prince, first at the 
Rajkumar College, Indore, and subsequently ai the Mayo College, Ajmer. 
After completing his studies, he returned to his State in 1907, and three 
years hence, on the 12th January 1910, he was invested wilh full powers. 
His Highness is very good at sports ; he is a clever shot and an excellent 
tennis player, For the benefit of the officers of the State, he has organized 
a club at Barwani, called after his own name. At the Delhi Durbar of 
1911, the salute of the Chief was raised from nine to eleven guns. 

His Highness is anxious to earn a name as a beneficent Ruler, and 
Barwani may hope to have a good time of it under his administration, 


HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJAH 
RIPUDAMAN SINGH BAHADUR 
MAHARAJAH OF NABHA 


THE smallest in size but the second in population and revenue of the 
three Phulkian States is Nabha, whose rulers represent the eldest line of 
descent from the progenitor of the three families, It covers an area of 
966 square miles and has a population of about 800,000, It consists of 
three detached pieces or Nizamats—Phul, Amloh, and Bawal, the last on 
the borders of Rajputana, Save the Sirhind, which flows through thirty 
miles of Amloh, there are no rivers of importance, barring a few seasonal 
streams, About afouth of the population only ate Sikhs, and more 
than one-half Hindus, The people of Bawal are mostly orthodox Hindus, 
Punjabi and Irindustani are the two languages current. More than halt 
the population live by agriculture, Gram, pulses, bajra and barley are the 
principal products. The chief markets are Phul, Jaito, and Mahasar, at the 
last of which animals worth nearly two lakhs scem to change hands every 
year. Camels are genetally used for purposes of ploughing and for the 
transport of grains, In the hills of the Bawal Nizamat stone is quarried. 
Silver and gold ornaments, brass utensils, toys and earthen vessels and 
lace or gota, constitute the principal manufactures. The fabrics, known 
as ggbrun and susi, are woven in Amloh, and recently the manofaclure 
of hardware has been introduced. Cotton carpets are prepared in Amloh 
and Nabha, A cotlon-ginning factory and a steam cotlon-press are found 
in the capital, and there is asteam oil-mill at Jaito, Cotton and grains 
are exported largely, ‘Lhe State enjoys ihe benefits of good railway com- 
munications, There is a common Political Agent for Bahawalpur and 
the Phulkian States with head-quarters at Patiala. The administration 
is carried on by the Chief in person assisted by a Council of thiee 
thembers, called the Ijlas-i-alia, It is the highest court of appeal for all 
judicial and administrative purposes, The Mir Munshi or Foreign 
Minister is in chytge of the postal, canal, and educational depart. 
ments; the Bakhshi or Commander-in-Chief controls the army and 
the polices the Hukim-ieadalat-isadr is the head of the judicial 
deparlment, and the Diwan-i-mal sadr looks after revenue and finance mate 
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tera. The Nizamats are divided into Thanas, Sentences of death are gene- 
rally passed by the Ijlas-i-Khas presided over by the Chief. The State rupee 
is worth about fifteen annas of British money. In the management of the 
Public Works department, the Dewan is assisted by the Afsar-i-Tamirat, 
The State troops have a great record of past good work. It consists of 
600 infantry, 177 transport inen, 258 transport animals, 150 cavalry, and 
40 artillery, with thirteen guns, ten of which are serviceable. There 
is also. a local infantry corps of 65 officers and men, a military 
police of 890, and a mounted police of 180, The Imperial Service 
Troops were organized in 1889, It was employed in quelling the 
disturbance in the Swat Valley and Mohmand. For purposes of preserving 
the peace,.there is a police force of 40 officers and 800 men. Education is 
imparted in thirteen public schools, There is a high school at Nabha and 
a middle school at Bawal, Medical relief is given in eight dispensaries and 
in a hospital at the capital, The chief town is Nabha with a population of 
about 20 000, It is the only municipality in the State, The town was found- 
ed by Hamir Singh in 1755, It is surrounded by a mud wall with six gates, 
{n the centre is the fort, where public offices are now located, The palaces 
of the Mabarajah, the Phukta Garden, the Shambagh, and the Elgin 
House, are places of interest inthe town. The High School and the 
Lansdowne Hospital are also in it, The cantonment and the jail are 
located outside of it, The revenue of the State is over sixteen lakhs, The 
Maharajah is entitled to a salute of eleven guns, 

Nabha as a separate ruling State may be said to date from 
1763, ‘Till then its influence was mainly local. Of course its early his- 
tory is the same as that of the other Phulkian States. Tiloka, the eldest 
son of Phul,. died in 1687, Of his two sons, Gurditta, the elder, founded 
Phanayla- and Sangrur ; the second, Sukhchen, was the progenitor of 
the, Jind :family.. In 1755 Hamir Singh, the grandson of Gurditta, 
became {he first Rajah of Nabha, He coined hisown money. He often 
came, into, conflict with his kinsman, the Rajah of Jind, which resulted 
in the constant shifting of possessions, His son, Jaswant Singh, succeeded 
him asa minor in 1788 under the guardianship of his step-mother, 
assisted by Sahib Singh Bhangi. She died in 1790, Later on the Phulkian 
Chiefs madeg common effort against the adventurer, George Thomas, but 
Nabha was generally lukewarm in the matter, By the treaty of 1801, how- 
ever, Nabha consented to pay.4 tribute of Rs, 9,510 per annum to the Mah- 
tattas, In the wars against Holkar, Jaswant Singh sided with the British. 
dn yeturn for this; he had an asqurance from Lord Lake that he would.be 
‘eft not only undisturbed in his possessions, but free from all tribute. Along 
' Syith the.other cis-Sutlej Chiefs,he was brought under British protection in 
, 1809, In the first Gurkha war he was useful to General Ochterlony, and 
: in the Bikanir affairs he was on the side. of the English, For the Afghan 
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campaign of 1838, he advanced six lakhs of rupees to the Company, and 
also offered the services of his troops. His son and successor, who came 
to the gad: in 1840, was tather shifty, and his conduct during the first 
Sikh war resulted in the confiscation of a fourth of his territory, 
and in his supersesston by his minor son, Bharpur Singh, who was 
the ruler of Nabha duting the critical time of the Mutiny, He 
was very useful to the British, He looked after Ludhiana town 
aud the Sutlej ferries soon after the outbreak. It was with the 
help ofa contingent of 300 Nabha troops that a siege train marching from 
Phillaur to Delhi was saved, when the detachment in charge of it rebelled, 
Another contingent of three hundred was sent to Delhi by the Rajah, 
which did good service all through the siege. He also helped the British 
in raising new troops from among his subjects, art ested (he mutineers, and 
furnished supplies and transports, besides proving useful in many other 
ways. He futher advanced two lakhs and ahalf to the Government In 
return for his services he was granted Bawal and Kanti, with permission 
to purchase Kanaud. He was invested with full ruling powers, and was 
given the right of adoption, The British also undertook not to inter- 
fere in the internal aftaws of the State) He was an energetic and capable 
ruler, and might have done very much for the improvement of the State, 
but for dus untimely death in 1863, 

He was succeeded by his brother, Bhagwan Singh, who died childless 
in 1871, Consequently, according to the provisions of the sanad of 1860, 
by which in case of failure of heirs in any of the three Phulkian States, the 
other two States and the British Government together should select a 
tuler, Sardar Hira Singh of ihe Baciukhan house, a cousin of the-Rajah 
of Jind, was placed on the gadi, with the approval of the Viceroy and the 
Secretary of State for India, He was a most popular and able ruler, and 
gave repeated proofs of his loyalty to the British. For the Kuka rebellion of 
1872, he despatched a force, which did good service, and he was thanked 
for it by the Governor-General, A contingent of 200 cavalry and 800 
infantry, with two guns, took part in the Afghan war of 1879-80, and it 
rendered valuable aid in the Kurram Valley. In recognition of his loyalty 
he was made a G.C.S.J, For the Malta expedition of 1878, for the Egyptian 
war of 1882, for the campaigns against Manipur (1891), Waziristan (1894), 
Chitral (1895), China (1900), and for the South African war, he readily 
offered his services, for which he was duly thanked by the Government of 
India, He sent filty of his horses fully equipped) to South Afrioa, 
On the occasion of the Delhi Durbar of 1908, His Highness the Rajah 
was created 2 G,C,1, E., andan Honorary Colonel of the 14th Sikhs, 
He enjoyed a personal salute of fifteen guns, He passed away on the 
25th December 1911, full of years and honours, and was succeeded by 
the present Chief, Prince Ripudaman Singh. 
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His Highness the Maharajah Ripudaman Singh was born on the 4th 
March 1883. He received his education privately, He was married in 1991, 
He has travelled all over India and England, He had the advantage of a 
splendid administrative training under his father, From 1906 to 1908 he 
was a nominated Member of the Viceregal Council, where he introduced 
the Anand (Sikh) Marriage Bill. He is an ardent social reformer, and was 
the’ President of the Indian National Social Conference at Lahore in 1909. 
He is a great believer in the influence of woman in the evolution of social 
life in India, and on one occasion he observed that all social difficulties of 
the Hindus arose out of two causes, namely, the caste system and the status 
of women, His Highness went on to say, “The qualities of the heart pre- 
dominate in woman, while man excels in those of the head. ‘The quali- 
ties of both the head and the heart must be evolved and harmonised to 
male human life a success, Woman must be raised from the lowest depths 
of degradation to enable humanity to ascend to the highest flights of 
evolution.” In 1910 he visiled Europe under medical advice, On the 
13th June of that year, he was received by His Majesty the King-Emperor. 
Accompanied by his wife, the Maharani, he attended the Coronation of His 
Majesty in 1911. The hereditary distinction of Maharajah was conferred on 
him at the Delhi Durbar of 1911. His Highness’s installation came off on the 
24th January 1932, and the ceremonies were gone through according to the 
most orthodox Sikh rites, After a prayer in the family chapel situated in one 
of the massive and lofty bastions of the palace, His Highness held a dur- 
bar, at which the leading officers and subjects took the usual oath of alle» 
giance. The Maharajah Saheb then announced several boons, and declar- 
ed that a sum of Rupees one Jakh and a half would be reserved for some 
charitable purpose to commemotate in a fitting manner the revered 
memoty of his old and venerable father. He thanked his people for 
their sympathies, and assured them that he would do his utmost to rule 
the country with justice and impartiality. He also pointed out in empha» 
tic terms the great claim which the British Government had on the loyally 
and gratitude of ihe people of this country. An address of congratulation: 
was then read by Khan Saheb Manawar Ali Khan, on behalf of the 
subjects of the State, thanking His Highness for his kind assurances, 

' “The full titles of the Chief are—H is Highness Farzand-I-Arajmand- 

Aqidat Paiwand-Daulat-I-Inglishia Barar Bans Sarmaur Maharajah-I- 

Rajgan Ripudaman Singh, Malwindar Bahadur, Maharajah of Nabha, 
‘His Highness has conithenced his rule under very good auspices, and 

suctess * must be an easy matlér “for 4 Ptince of his vast culture, wide 

now. dge tof, the world, and -practioal adrministtative and legislative 

i op ince, 4 He will, no doubt, earn.the gratitude and esteem of his Joyal 
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HIS HIGHNESS THE, RAJAH- . 
SIR BANE SINGH, BAHADUR,-K, C, LE, 
_ RAJAH OF RAJGARB. ae 






* RAJGARH is a: mediated State in Central India under ‘the pol Veo 
control of ‘the: Bhopal Agency. . Ht-occtipies a section ‘of ‘Malwa, Called 
Umiatwata, fronithe Umat clan of Rajputs, to which’ the Chi¢fs: of Rajgarh’ 

_atid Narsinghgarh belong, * It hag an‘area ‘of 999-9, square iniles and a 
population’ of 127,293 spread'over two’ towns dnd 719° villages, Nearly, 
“nine-tenths of the people are’ Hindus; while’ Mahoiiiedians and Animists 
makeup the rest!’ Malwi is the prevailing langiagé . ‘Walt the pedple, 
live by agridultiire, 2 and about a‘fifth by general labour, A’ fourth of ‘the 
total area. has been brought under cultivation, but" only twenty ‘square’ 


milés receive the: advantages. of irrigation. Near ly a ‘third of the State } is 


covered" with forests, The northern j por tion is hilly, and ihe southern’ ‘aiid 
-easterty districts are in. ‘the’ Malwa’ plateau, The Parbati is ° the pr incipal’ 
river; The chief crops‘are jawar, thaize, gram and poppy. Opinm and" 
grains constitute the important articles of trade, © The’ remoteness of : the! 

_ Slate from railway lines is an’ impediment to its commeréial progr ess, bat 
there-has been a slight improveniient in it in recent years “by the opsning” 
up’ of siearly 120 ritiles of metalled toads. Tie‘British ‘postal'and telegraph 
system is in force. Edch-of the’ five patganas' into which the’ State. is 
divided is controlled: by a Tahéildar: “The Chiéf exércises ‘f ‘tll Bowers in: 

“all civil and criminal matters, only the sentence of death for heinous crimes 
being subject to thie confirmation of the Agent to the Governor ~Gdrieral | 
in: ‘Central India (Indore), The gross ‘reveiue’ of ‘the Stale | comes to’! 

Rs; 5,27,879, the income from ‘the jaghirs amounting to Rs, 47,000, A‘sum’ 

: of about Rs, 54/000 is paid as tribute to Siridhia, ' anda “futther’ sum Of 

: Rs, 600: ‘tothe’ “Raj Rana of _Jhalawat. ' “A regilat settlement ‘of “land. has 

: siently, Been ‘carried out, in the ‘State. ‘The ‘State army, consists of 209 
‘foot. soldiers and BL. sowars,, tHe latter’ constituting the Chief" 's body. guard,, 
The police force numbers 808 officers and men, Tnstruction. is imparted 

through {wo English and fourteen; vernacular schools. , Medical aid, is, 

" given through two hospitals, and-one.medical. practitioner, allat State ‘cost, 

1 The town-of Rajgarh, the capital of the Stato; is situated near the Newaj,s 


arenes of the Parbati, ‘Lhe nearest: ‘railway dtation *ig Shujaulpuy, 
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fiftyseven miles distant on the Ujjain-Bhopal branch of the G,I,P, Railway. 
It was founded in the middle of the seventeenth century by Rawat Mohan 
Singh, who is saidto have erected the batllement wall by which the 
town 1s surrounded. The only other town in the State is Biaora, and it 
has now greatly gone down iii ‘prosperity as the traffic along the Agra- 
Bombay road has declined after the opéning of railways. It 1s, however, 
an important centre for opium trade, 

’ The Umat Rajputs are'satd ‘to beconnected with the Paramata 
house of Dhar: ‘They olaum descent from Rana Umaji, Under the 
leadership ol Sarangsen, they settled down between the Parbati and 
the Sindh rivers, and ruled those tacts with the title ot Rawai, In 
the days of Udaji who governed the country about the beginning of the 
pixtéenth' century, his brother, udaji, was made Dewan or Chief Minister, 
The officé became hereditary, the members of the Chief's family being 
known as Udawats, and those of the Dewan’s {amily as Dudawats, Misunder- 
standings, however, soon atose between the two families, and the, disputes 
were finally settled in the year 1675 (V.S, 1732) by the whole State being 
“split up into the modern States of Rajgarh and Naisinghgarh, Rajgarh re- 
mained with the Chief, Mohan Singh, and Narsinghgarh went to, Paras- 
ram, the Dewan, In the eighteenth century, during the Mahratta conflicts 
Rajagarh became tributary to Sindhia, and at the time of the settlement of 
Malwa by Sir John Malcolm in 1818, the position of Rajgarh as an in- 
“dependent State was recognizéd, its terrilorial limits were defined, and 
“the amount to be paid to Sindhia as tribute was also fixed. 

"Rawat Moli Singh, who was the ruler in 1871, becanie a convert to Is- 
“lam and assumed the title of’ Nawab under the name of Mahomed Abdul- 
“Wasih-Khan ; bul his son, Bakhtwar Singh, who succeeded him in 1880, 
continued in the Hindu fold, When Bakhtwar Singh died in 1882, his son, 
Bal-bahadur Singh, was placed on the gaai, Transit duties on salt were 
‘abolished in 1880 for an annual compensation of Rs, 618-12-0, and four 
years after, the abolition of other duties, except the one on opium, followed, 
His Highness the Rajah Sir Bane Singh Bahadur, the present Chief, 
born on the 24th August 1856, succeeded to the gadi in 1902, At the Delhi 
“Coronation, Dunbar of 1903, His Highness was the recipient of a gold medal, 
He is a gicat huntsman and is said to have | bagged nearly thuty tigers 
within ten yeas, He was made a K.C.LEin 1908, He is entuled to a 
salute of eleven guns, Raj Kumar Shri Birendra Singhji is the son and 
heir to the present Chief, 
© Rajgarh enjoys the bencfits of an orderly and organized adiniay 
stration under the experienced guidance of its aged and venerable Chief, 


His HIGHNESS THE RAJAH 
ARJUN SINGH BAHADUR 
RAJAH OF NARASINGHGARH 


The small Rajput State of Narasinghgarh covers au area of 741 square 
miles and has a population of about 100,000. The revenue is a litile over 
five lakhs. ‘Che Chief exercises [ull powers in all revenue and civil mat- 
ters ; but, in criminal cases, his powers are limited to those of a Sessions 
Judge, the more heinous offences being tried by the Political Agent, The 
Rajah is entitled {o a salute of eleven guns, 

The present ruling family is an off-shool of that of Rajgarh, In the 
middle of the seventeenth century, Udaji was the ruler of Rajgarh, with 
his brother, Dudaji, as his Prime Minister, About 1661 Rawat Mohan 
Singh succeeded to the Rajgarh State while yel a minor, and the adminis. 
tration was at first in the hands of his cousin, Dewan Ajab Singh, and 
then in those of his son, Paras Ram. 

In 1872 the hereditary title of Rajah and asalule of eleven guns were 
conferred on the then Chief, Hanwant Singh. In 1880 all transit cuties 
on salt were abolished in retuin for an annual payment of Rs. 618-12-0, 
All other transit duties, except the one on opium, were done away with 
1 1884, The State made a contribution of Rs. 56,000 for the construc. 
tion of a good road from Biaora to Sehore, Pratap Singh, the successor 
of Hanwant Singh, passed away in 1890, and was succeeded by his uncle, 
Mahtab Singh. He died in 1896 without issue, when the British Govern. 
ment selected the present Chief, Arjun Singh, from the Bhathkhera Tha« 
kur’s family. 

His Highness the Rajah Arjun Singh, born on the 10th January 1887, 
was educated at the Daly College, Indore, and then at the Mayo College, 
Ajmer. He received his military training in the Imperial Cadet Corps at 
‘Dehra Dun, During his minority the State was administered by Superin- 
tendenis under the direct control of the Political Agent of Bhopal. The 
Prince has married the second daughter of HI. H, the Rajah of Sailana, 
He was invested with full powers on the 11th Match 1909. He has ason 
and heir, Mabraj Kunwar Bikram Singh, born im September of the same 
year. The Chief is cnergetic and popular, exercising careful supervision 
over his Stale, He has established a girls’ school at Narsinghgarh, and 
has founded a hospital for women. 

The State is making good progress under the young ruler who has 
Jtany years of useful life before him. 


HIS HIGHNESS THE RAJAH SIR 
RAM SINGHJI SAHIB BAHADUR, K. C, 1. E,, 
RAJAH OF SITAMAU 


The Sitamau State, which is one of the mediatised States in the Malwa 
Political Charge of the Central India Agency, has an area of about 
185 square miles, and a population of 26,484, which is almost entirely 
Hindu, It is bounded on the north by the Mandsaur district of Gwalior and 
Rampura-Bhanpura district of Indore ; on the east by the Jhalawar State 
of the Rajputana Agency ; on the south by Jaora and Dewas and on the 
west by the Mandsaur district of Gwalior, The whole State lies on the 
Malwa plateau, the country consisting of broad rolling plains with here and 
there the (lat Copped-hills characteristic of the trap country. The principal 
rivers lowing tbrough this State are the Chambal and the Sansri, There are 
also two tanks, {he more important of which is the Lay-Sagar, situated 
near the palace of Laduna, 14 miles from Sitamau. The capital, Sitamau, is 
situated ata distance of 20 miles {rom Mandsaur, a station on the Rajpu- 
tana Malwa Railway and is connected with it by a metalled road. 

The climate is the same as that of Malwa generally, temperate, no 
extremes being met with. For administrative purposes the State ig divided 
into three Tahsils viz, Sadar, Bhagore and Titrode, The revenue system is 
a modified form of the Roytwari, and the ordinary holdings vary from 30 to 
60 bighas, here are no Ijardars, but there are Tipdars, who will be 
necessary until the cultivators become both nore prosperous and more pru- 
dent, The colloquial dialect of the State is Rangri, while the State records 
are kept in the Hindi language, 

The spirit of the British Indian laws is followed, and in some cases 
the Acts of the Government of India have been adopted to suit the local 
circumstances, It is satisfactory to notice that Sitamau, like Ratlam, adopts 
an enlightened policy in the treatment of its Jagirdars, The Durbar has given 
its Jagirdars modified judicial powers and thus associated and identified 
them with the State, This policy will be’more successful as the Jagirdars 
become more educated. They will take a pride in their office and will 
recognise the {rust imposed in them by the Durbar which they will repay 
with loyally, The trade is almost entirely agricultural, bot condimutits, 
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cloth and timber are imported. The customs duties are low compared 
with those in the neighbouring States, and there are no transit duties except 
on opium and wood, There is a combined Post Office at Sitamau which 
distributes letters and telegrams through the villages by means of a village 
postman, More than half the State (68 per cent) consists of Jagirs, and the 
Jagirdars make the usual contributions to the State of Tankas, Nazarana, 
Banpatti, Tikapatti, etc, The gross income of the State is Rs, 3,00,000, 
whereas the tribute payable to Gwalior is Rs, 55,000, Shah Alam Shahi, 
Medical aid ts afforded in a small but good dispensary at Sitamau costing 
Rs. 1,754 annually, exclusive of the diet of in-patients, which is given as a 
charity by the State, There is a very fair Anglo-Vernacular Middle School 
at Sitamau teaching up to the English fifth standard, and one branch 
Vernaculat School was opened at Laduna on the 17th June 1907, 

The Chiefs of Sitamau are Rathor Rajputs of the Ratnaut branch and 
are thus related by consanguinity to the Maharajahs of Jodhpur, Bika- 
nir, Kishangath and Idar, and the Rajabs of Ratlam and Sailana, 

Dalpat Singhji Sahib was the seventh son of Maharajah Udey Singhji 
Sahib, Prince of Jodhpur, ftom whom he teceived the Chiefship of Jalor 
or his maintenance, 

Maharajah Mahesh Dasj1 Sahib was the eldest son of Maharajah Dalpat 
Singhji Sahib. In 1634 he entered the Imperial Army and received a grant 

of a mansabin retuin for his services from,the Emperor. His mother, Maji 
Sahiba Chauhagji, having died at Sitamau in ihe course of a pilgrimage 
from Jalor to the shrine of Onkarnath, her cenotaph was erected here 
, Which is still standing, —, an 
'b Maharajah Ratan Singhji Sahib was the eldest son of Maharajah Mahesh 
-Dasji Sahib, Popular tradition assigns lo him the distinction of having 
yb oldly attacked about 1647 4.9. a mad elephant, named Kahar Koh, who 
had broken loose in the streets of Delhi and checked his destructive career 
and thus earned from (he Emperor the grant of certain lands in Malwa, 
some of which are still comprised in the Ratlam, Silamau and Sailana States. 
He made Ratlam his capital, At the desire of the Emperor about the year 
1651 he accompanied Maharajah Jaswant Singhji Sahib of Jodhpur in_ his 
“expedition against the combined forces of Morad and Aurangzeb. In the 
batile of Fatehabad near Ujjain on the 20th April 1658, he fell fighting 
with great valour and thus made his name immortal, His seven Ranig 
immolated themsclves upon his funeral pile ands cenolaph erected in his 
honour still stands on the batile field, ‘fhere is cvidence to show that 
_ about this time a portion of the Katlam Stato lapsed to the suzerain powet, 
although its how and why: cannot now be definitely:ascertained, ‘This ek- 
_ plains how Sitamau, the capital of the State of that hame, later on carved 
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out independently by Maharajah Kesho Dasji, stands on a piece of land 
comprised in this portion, 

Maharajah Ram Singhji Sahib was the eldest son of Manaialah Ratan 
Singhji Sahib, He died in a fight at Daulatabad, 

Maharajah Shiv Singhji Sahib was the eldest son of Maharajah Ram’ 
Singhji Sahib, ' aa) 

Maharajah Kesho Dasji Sahib succeeded to the gad of Ratlam on the! 
death of his brother in 1684 and ruled there from that year, About this’ 
tine an officer of the Mogul Court, called Nasiruddin, was sent to collect* 
the Zizia or poll-tax levied on all non-Mussalmans, a tax detested by ‘the! 
Rajputs and long in abeyance but revived by Aurangzeb in 1680, Opposiv’ 
tion was offered and Nasiruddin was unfortunately killed. Las 

That Kesho Dasji, who was quite young at the time, was personally 
concerned in his murder, there is no proof whatever, but as the Ruling 
Chief he was held responsible and was deposed by the Emperor who placed 
his uncle Chatar Sal on the gadi, Kesho Dasji thus found himself depriv- 
ed of his lands, and it was after long residence al Delhi anda strong 
representation of his case that he managed to receive the Imperial grants 
of the three Parganas of Titrode, Nahargarh and Alot,’ which then yielded 
a revenue equal to that of Ratlam, In the year 1695 Maharajah Kesho Dasji 
Sahib established himself atSitamau, and perceiving the natural advantages 
which the situation of the town possessed, he conceived the idea of making 
it the capital of his State and proceeded to lay the foundations of the 
rampart, afterwards completed by His Highness Rajah Raj Singhji Sahib, 
which still encircles the town, Maharajah Sahib Kesho Dasji’s sister wag 
married to Maharaj Kumar Sardar Singhji of Meywar. He died in the: 
year'1748, He left two sons, Gaj Singhji and Fateh Singhji. 

Maharajah Gaj Singhji Sahib wag the eldest son of Maharajah Kesha 
Dasji Sahib, On,account of the Maratha raids Gaj Singhji was obliged’ 
to move his head-quarters to Laduna, a stronger position than Silamau, 

Maharajah Fateh Singhji Sahib was the posthumous son of Maharajah 
Gaj Singhji Sahib. At the timé of his succession Sitamau shared the fate of 
other Malwa States in the eighteenth century and fell under the suzerainty 
of Scindhia, The Marathas established their sway in this part of Malwa 
about the year 1750, when the Parganas of Alot and'Nahargarh passed to 
the Chiefs of Dewas and Gwalior. 

His Highness Rajah Raj Singhji Sahib who was born in 1783 
succeeded to the gadi on the death of his father, During his rule ‘the 
Geherals of Scindlua and Holkar continued to ravage thd State and laid 
waste large tracts of fertile land, At this juncture the British appeared on 
the scene, and Sir John Malcolm in 1820 negotiated ai agreement betweén 
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Maharajah Diulat R2o Scindbia and Rajah Raj Singhji Sahib, by which 
the latter was confirmed in the possessions of his terrilory on paying a 

" tribute of Rs, 60,000 Salm Shahi annually to the Gwalior Durbar under 
the British guarantee. In this agreement Scindhia pledged himself to a 
course of pacific non-interference; he further agreed not to send his troops 
to levy tribute from the Sitamau State, not to interferein the internal 
management of the State, or the succession of the Chief. This agreement, 
which had been concluded between the Rajah and Scindhia’s represen~ 
tative, Bapu Rao Scindhia, secured to the Chiefs of Sifamau the undisturb- 
ed possession of their hereditary Jands. Repeated representations were 
made regarding tribute. In consideration of these and the discovery of 
the original Sanad a remission of Rs. 5,000 @ year was made in 1860 by 
Maharajah Jayaji Rao Scindhia, when the Rajah’s son, Maharaj Kumay 
Ratan Singhji, personally waited upon him, The State whose autonomous 
existence wasethus secured has been unswervingly and staunchly loyal to 
the Paramount Power, During the trying times of the Mutiny in 1857 Raj 
Singhji remained faithful to the British Crown, and in recognition of his 
fidelity, friendship and attachment, a Khillat valued at Rs, 3,000 was 
presented to him. In 1865 the Chief agreed to cede any land that 
might be required for railway purposes on usual terns. In Raj Singhji’s 
time the rampart, commenced in the days of Keshoclasji, was com. 
pleted, while the palace, the foundations of which had been laid by Rajah 
Fateh Singhyi Sahib, was finished by Raj Singhji Sabib’s mother, Rani 
Sahiba Chaoriji, On the restoration of peace Rajah Raj Singhji had re- 
moved his capital from Laduna back to Sitamau (1820). Raj Singhji Sahib 
was an able Ruler and was noted for his philanthropy and charity, 

His dighness Rajah Bhawani Shinghji Sahib was the srandson of 
Rajah Raj Singhji Sahib, son of Maharaj Kumar Ratan Singhji Sahib, In 
the year 1881 an agreement was concluded between the Government of 
India and Rajah Sahib Bhawani Singhji, by which the Durbar abolished all 
transit duties on salt passing through Sitamau, receiving as compensation 
a sun of Rs, 2,000 annually, 

His Highness Rajah Bahadur Singhji Sahib was the son of Thakur 
Takhat Singhji of Chikla (Sitamau), On the accasion of his succession, 
Scindhia put forward a claim to be consulted regarding the succession and 
also claimed the right to receive nazarana (succession dues), It was ruled, 
however, that Sitamau being a mediatised Chiefship of the First Class, the 
primary condition was not tenable, while the succession dues were payable 
to the British Government only and not to the Gwalior Durbar, ‘The one 
yeat’s revenue leviable under the rules on the occasion of Rajah Bahadur 
Singhjt's succession was, in consideration af the poverty af the State, 
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commuted fo half that sum, amounting to Rs. 35,000 (Salim Shahi), A 
Khillat of the value of Rs, 8,875 was bestowed on the Chief at his installa- 
tion in the form of deduction from the nazarana, In February 1887, on the 
occasion of the Jubilee of Her Majesty the Queen-Empress, the Rajah Sahib 
abolished all transit duties in the State except those on opium and wood, 

His Highness Rajah Shardul Singhji Sahib’s rule was very brief. 
During this short period the State experienced the terrible famine of the 
Samvat 1956, which told heavily on the finances of the State. The Durbar 
was obliged to incur the heavy debt of one lakh and twenty-five thousand 
rupees in order to afford relief to their subjects, 

His Highness Rajah Sir Ram Singhji Sahib, K.c.1.8,, was born in the 
year 1880, being the second son of Thakur Dalel Singhji Sahib of Kachhi- 
Baroda, His Highness was educated at the Daly College, Indore, where he 
resided for uearly seven years, He next proceeded to Bharatpur to receive 
instruclions in revenue matters trom Sir Michael O'Dwyer who was then 
the Settlement Officer there, On ihe death of Rajah Shaidul Singhjt Sahib in 
1900, His Highness was selected by the Government of Indiaas the nearest 
collateral relative to succecd the deceased. His Highness was invested 
with full ruling powers on the 20th February 1905, In the same year His 
Highness was presented to Their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess 
of Wales while at Indore, His Majesty the King-Emperor was pleased to 
create His Highness a Knight and decorated him with the insignia of 
K, C, I, E. on the occasion of the Coronation Durbar at Delhiin 1911, 

In 1902 His Ulighness married a daughter of the Rajah Sghib of 
Chhota-Udaipur who died a year after, In 1903 His Highness married 
Her Highness Rani Sahiba Rajawatji, the daughter of the Thakur of 
Balevi in the Bikanir State. His Highness has three sons and two daughters, 
Their names are Raghubir Singhj1, Govind Singhji and Raghunath Singhji, 
and Chanrl Kunwar and Kishan Kunwar. 

The Rulers of Sitamau have had marriage connections with the houses 
of Udaipur, Lunavada, Raghogarh and Chhota-Udaipur, 

His Highness personally conducts the administration of the State, 
The following are the extracts from the Review of the administration 
report of ihe Sitamau Stale for the year 1907-08 by’ Lieutenant-Colonel 
L. 8, Newmatch, I, A,, Political Agent in Malwa, 

Rajah Ram Sings is a good specimen of a’Rajput Ruler and personally 
supervises all the d.ttils of the administration. Being well-educated he 
knows that bis education 1s never completed, and therefore he devotes 
much of his spare tine to increasing his knowledge, He takes great interest 
in education generally and is especially anxious that ns subjects aud special 
his Thakurs should get as good an education as he and they can afford, Thg 
Daly College bas no belter supporter on its Managing Committee, 

The administration of the Sitamau State is very satisfactory, and most of 
the credit for this is due to His Highness the ‘Rajah Ram Singlt, who indeed 
desetves a larger and richer Stale, , He isa philosopher who tries to do, his 
daty Loyally and to make the best of bis surroundings. PTE ela, 
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HIS HIGHNESs THE NAWAB 
SIR SIDI AHMAD KHAN SIDI IBRAHIM KHAN, G.C.1, E,, 
NAWAB OF JANJIRA 


THE picturesque and inleresting sea-coast Stale of Janjira les in the 
Kolaba District of the Bombay Presidency. It covers an area of 324 
square miles and has a population of about 90,000, The name Janjira is a 
corruption of ‘Jazira’ or island, The Rajpuri creek divides the State into 
two sections, the northern and the southern, The ccast line is forty miles 
long, The annual revenue is nearly six lakhs. ‘Lhe State is covered with 
spurs and hill ranges running parallel to the sea, The hill sides are clothed 
with thick woods and abound in fine pasture. Palm groves about the 
creek’ on the sea-shore present a most beautiful prospect. Behind them 
lie salt marshes, and further beyond fertile rice fields, The Kathkaris and 
other hill tribes occupy the forests. “Unfortunately the creeks are danger. 
ous to boats because of the shoals at the mouth. There is room for ime 
proving communication, though much has been done in this direction by 
the present Nawal. Most of ihe streams are hill torrents dwindling into 
mere rills after the rains, Teak is plentiful in the forests, which are full of 
wild animals, The climate is moist and relaxing as in other places on the 
Malabar coast, but itis not unhealthly. The annual average rainfall is 
about 107 inches, The principal crops are rice, betel-nut and cocoa-nut, 
Nuts from Srivardhan are much prized and find a ready sale in the Bombay 
market, The cocoa-nut plantations are particularly luxuriant and fruitful, 
and are of great economic value, Forests are now brought under regular, 
contro) and yield a good annual return, Laterite is obtained in large 
quantities for building purposes, Small pearls are found in oysters fished 
up from the Rajpuri creek; and judging from the shells that are thrown up 
there is probably a good future for peat] fishery in the State, Besides the 
weaving of sarees, Coarse cloth and turbans, the manufactures include coir 
rope, metal work, furniture, stoneware, and inferior shoes. Canals facilitate 
traffic on a large scale, The administration fs in the hands of the Karbhari 
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under the orders of the Chiel, subject to {he supervision of the Pelilical 
Agent. There is a well-organized judiciary, the Sadr Court being the 
highest court of appeal, The Stale mititary force consists of about forty 
infantry, fourteen gunners and nearly 200 regulars, ‘The total strength 
of the police is about 175, Education is imparted in seventy institulions 
including one English school, Medical aid is afforded in one hospital and 
six dispensaries, There are three municipalities, The lands have been re- 
cently surveyed and settled ; and, for purposes of revenue administration, 
the country is divided into three Mahals, under a Revenue Officer, 
Janjira generally supplies crews to the Bombay harbour boats, to the 
smaller coasting vessels, and {o thet steamships of the Peninsular and 
Oriental Company. 


The Jafrabad State in the Kathiwar Peninsula is a dependency of 
Janjira. lt enjoys considerable facilities for commerce, and its coasling 
trade is next only to that of Diu, amounting to nearly ten lakhs per 
annum. St is ruled, on behalf of the Nawab, by a Mamlatdar, The chief 
town, Jafrabad, with a population of about 7,000, has a municipality. 
The name, which is a contraction of Muzaffarabad, is after Sultan 
Muzatlar of Gujarat, who built us fortifications. 

At the fort of Janjira an annual Mabomedan fair is held in November, 
which is altended by a very large number of visitors from the mainland, 
The lown presents & most beautiful appearance from the sea; and ils bigh 
walls rise abruptly from the waler to a magnificent height of fifty feet with 
battlements and loopholes and ten guns arranged neatly on the bastions, 
On the Nanwell headland, two miles to the west of the fort, there is a 
hghthouse about 150 feet high to warn ships against the dangerous reef 
known as Chor Kassa, which is about a mile away from the headland, 

In this Stale is found an interesting community, known as the Bani- 
Israil, of Jewish descent, who are monotheists, strictly avoiding the 
worship of idols, They retain many Jewish rites. Their costume 
combines the Mahomedan and Hindu slyles, and their language is Mah- 
ralti, They are oil-pressers by trade} and though fond of drink, they 
are an enterprising and prosperous people. 

The Nawabs of Janjira belong to an Abyssinian family of Suoni Maho- 
medans and claim descent from Sidi Sarul Khan, (The term Sid: seems to 
he a corruption of Saiyid.) ‘They are said to have been admirals of the 
Mahomedan Kings of Bijapur. There is an interesling story as to how 
the Abyssinian settlers first found themselves in the Janjira island. About 
the unl of the fifteenth century, il would appear that an Abyssinian 
in the service of the King of Ahmadnagar disguised himself .as 
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a merchant, and sought permission from Ram Patel, the Koli 
Captain, who then held the island, to land three hundred ‘boxes, 
Bach of these boxes contained a soldier, By this means they 
got possession of the island, The country then came under the 
Mahomedan Kings of Bijapur. When the Mahrattas rose in 
power, the Sidis transferred their allegiance to the Moghul Emperor, 
Aurangazeb, in 1670, who conferred on the Chief the title of Nawab, 
which has ever since been enjoyed by the rulers of Janjira. One re 
markable feature about this house is that it successfully resisted the Mah- 
rattas right through, It defied the attacks of Sivaji, of Sambhaji, and of the 
Peshwas. Even after the British became supreme in the Konkan, it 
retained a good deal of independence. It was only on acconnt of 
the mal-adininistration of the (hen Chief that the British were forced in 
1868 to interfere and take into their own hands the criminal and judicial 
administration, which has, however, been restored to the present Nawab, 
The relations between the British Government and the State of Janjira 
are regulated by the treaty of 1870. 

His Highness Sir Sidi Ahmad Khan Sidi Ibrahim Khan, GC, LX, 
the present Nawab, was born in 1842, and came ta the gadf in 1879, 
He is an enlightened and accomplished Prince, ine was educated at the 
Rajkumar College, Rajkot. He knows five languages, [nglish, Mahratti, 
Gujarati, Persian and Urdu. He received a practical training m civil and 
criminal administration under the Assistant Political Agent, Ele was in- 
vested with full powers in October 1883, There has been steady progress 
in the State all round since His Highness's accession, He hag taken 
steps to improve communication, English and Urdu schools have been 
opened all over the Stale, Medical aid is taken lo remote parts through 
dispensaries. Special attention has been paid to the forest administra. 
tion, and every department in the State has been brought into efficient 
working order under the immediate care of the Nawab, He is justly 
popular among his subjects as an able and sympathetic ruler. His excellent 
administration was recognized by the Supreme Government who con- 
ferred on him the title of K, C, LE, in 1895, Later on his salute was 
permanently raised from nine to eleven guns, In 1906 he was decorated 
witha G, C1, EK, 

His Glighness‘ leads a happy family life He has married an 
accomplished lady, a daughter of Mr. Haji Hassan Ali Fyzee, 
a brother of Mrs. Badruddin ‘yabji, the wife of the late well- 
known and talented Judge of the Sigh Court of Bombay, She 
was born in Constantinople, and has had an excellent training under 
her most gifled mother, who is a great Urdu-Persian scholar and wriler, 
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Her Highness the Begam Sahiba is well versed in Persian, English, and 
Urdu, and also speaks Turkish and Mahratli, She isa real helpmate to 
her husband, She takes a keen interest in gardening. She spends her 
lime in doing, in a very unostentatious way, a great deal of philanthcopic 
work among her people, She is a great patron of the fine aris of this 
country ; and speaking recently as the President of the thirteenth annual 
mecting of the Hindu Ladies ' Club, Bombay, Her Highness exhorted the 
audience to encourage the ancient and unrivalled embroideries and 
needlework of India. A picturesque and newly-built palace is located at 
Janjira, the romantic and beautiful capital of the State on an island, a mile 
from the coast. In a poem addressed to the Begam Sahiba, the gifted 
Poetess, Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, has thus described the place :— 

Fain would | dwell in your Sea-born Kingdom , 

O Fairy Queen of a Fairy Clime, 

When life glides solt to a delicate measure, 

With the glamour and grace of a by-gone time. 

Fain would 1 dwell where your wild doves wander, 

Your palm woods burgeon, and sea-weeds sing, 

hulled by the runs of the rhythmic waters ; 

In your island of Bliss it is always Spring, 

The Nawab and the Begam Sahiba went on a long tour to Europe in 
1908. ‘They left Bombay on the 25th of April and proceeded straight to 
London, where they had a warm reception from their good friends, Mr. and 
Mrs, ‘Tata, in their residence, York House, Twickenham. They had the 
privilege of a private audience with His late Majesty the King-Emperor 
Edward VIL, and they were introduced to the French President, Monsieur 
Falliers, who was then ona visit to England. They also visited the other 
members of the royal family, They were invited by Viscount Morley to his 
country house; and Lord Lamington, a former Governor of Bombay, 
cordially entertained them at a large dinner party. They then went to 
Paris, and, after spending some time there, visited Switzerland, thence pro. 
ceeded io Vienna and reached Constantinople, where they were accorded 
acordial welcome, His Majestythe Sultan conferred on His Highness 
the first class order of Osmanli; on Her Highness the Begam Sahiba, 
that of Shafakat Nishan ; Unc second order of Shafakat Nishan upon Miss 
F yzee, the sister-in-law of the Nawab ; and the Osmanli order of the third 
grade, on Mr, Ali Ashgar Fyzee, Sidi Saiyid Sardar, and Dr, Lakhani, 
After a pleasant trip, Their Highnesses and party returned to India on 
the 9th November of that year, 

The State is prospering under His Highness's care, and it enjoys 
in full measure all the advantages of its excellent geographica) position 
and an efficient administration, 


HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJAH 
SIR JUJHAR SINGH JU DEO BAHADUR, KC. 1, I, 
MAHARAJAH OF CHARKHARI' 


Tre Charkhari State 1s in Central India under the Bundelkhand Political 
Agency, and covers an area of about 745 square miles, It has a population 
of about 120,000, of whom 95 per cent, ate Tlindus, and 4 per cent 
Mahomedans, 43 per cent live by agriculture, and 14 per cent, by general 
labour, The climate, though hot, is not unhealthy, ‘The annual rainfall 
averages forty-three inches. Bundelkhandi and Banaphari are the prevail- 
ing languages. The principal crops are jowar, wheat, gran and cotton, 
There are some diamond mines in Ranipur, worked both by the State and 
by private enterprise, The Stale has a postal system with its own stamps, 
It is divided into four parganas, each in charge ot a ‘Tahsildar, The Chief 
exercises full admunistrative powers, but sentences of death or trans- 
portation Cor tile are subject to the confirmation of the Ageut to 
the Governor-General, The revenue of the Stale is more {han six 
lakhs, British coin is the sole medium ot exchange, The anny 
consisis of 140 men, who also do duty as military police, The 
cavalry, which forms the Maharajah’s body-guard, numbers about thirty 
men, ‘There are also twenty-four serviceable guns, with ninety gunners, 
‘The police, town and rural, has on its ranks nearly 400 men and officers 
Education is imparted in six schools, Medical aid is afforded at one 
hospital and dispensary. Charkhari, the headquarters of the Stale, com- 
monly known as Maharaynagar, is a small picturesque town at the 
foot of a hill On the hit! is the fort of Mangalgarh, which 
is ascended by a fight of steps. Alter the introduction of the 
railway in those parts, Charkhari has become an important place 
of trade, In if are located a hospital and dispensary, schools for 
boys and girls, a British post and telegraph office, and a dak-bungalow, 

The Chiefs of Chhatarpur are descended from Bir Singh Deo, the 
founder of the famous Bundela-Rajput family, in. the thirteenth century. 
A descendant of his, Chhatarsal, who was the ruler of Panna in 173], 
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divided his dominions into several portions, and gave away one of 
them yielding an annual income of thirty-one lakhs, to his third son, 
Jagat Raj. After the death of the latter, there was a dispute about the suc- 
cession, In 1764 Pahar Singh, a son of Jagat Raj, acquired possession of 
the whole Slate assigned to his nephews, Guman Singh and Khuman Singh, 
Banda and Charkhari respectively, The revenue of Charkhari was then 
estimated at nine lakhs, Khuman Singh was the Chief of Charkhari till 
1782, and after him came his son, Bijai Bikramajit Bahadur, who was 
always at variance with his relations, more especially with the ruler of 
Banda. Matters ullimately reached a crisis, and Bijai Bikramajit was driven 
outof the State. Nine years after, when Ali Bahadur and Himmat Bahadur 
went against Bundelkhand, he joined them in the hope of recovering his 
lost possessions, In 1798 he obtained from Ali Bahadur a sanad for 
‘Charkhari fort and territory, which gave an annual income of four lakhs, 
After the advent of the British, Bijai Bahadur was confirmed in his pos- 
sessions, On his death in 1829, his grandson, Ratan Singh, succeeded to 
the gadi, He remained most loyal to the British during the Mutiny, and 
it was recognised by a grant of lands in perpetuity, which yielded annual- 
ly Rs. 20,000, Further, he was offered a khillat, and honored with a 
hereditary salute of eleven guns, He passed away in 1860, when his 
minor son, Jai Singh eo, succeeded him, He was invested with full 
powers in 1874, but these were withdrawn in 1880 owing to mal-adminis- 
tration. Afier Jai Singh’s death, his widow adopted Malkhan Singh, a 
minor nine years old. The Prince altained his majorify in 1894, when he 
was placed in full administrative charge of the State, He ruled till 1908, 
greatly assisted by his father, Dewan Jhujbar Singh Ju Deo, C.1.E. The 
Maharajah was admitted to the Order of the Knight Commander of the 
Indian Empire in 1902, On his dying without issue, his father, barn on 
the 14th April 1847, was placed on the gadi, and he has been administer- 
ing the State since, : 
His Highness the Maharajah Sir Jhujhar Singh Ju Deo Bahadur, K, C, 
I. E,, though well-advanced in years, isa capable and enlightened Chief. 
During the time of his son he was his Chief Minister, and co-operated 
with him in all the reforms that were effected; so much so that when he 
was made ruler of the State, he had only to continue the old policy of 
administration, He was madea C. I. E. in 1895, and at the Delhi Durbar 
of 1911, His Imperial Majesty was pleased to confer on him the distinction 
of KC. LE, His full titles are +—His Highness the Maharajah Dhirajah 
Sipahdar-ul-inull Sir Jhujhar Singh Ju Deo Bahadur, K,C, |. E,, Maha. 
rajah of Charkhari. He is entitled to a salute of eleven guns. 


Charkhari, like the other collateral States, whose rulers are descended 


from Chhatatsal, is administered on the best Rajput traditions of chivalry 
large-he wee dness, 
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HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJAH 
SIR BIR SINGH DEO BAHADUR, KC, 1.1K, 
MAHARAJAH OF SAMTHAR 


SAMTHAR is a treaty State in Central India under the Bundelkhand 
Political Agency, with an area of about 178 square miles, and a popula- 
tion of 31,908, 98 per cent are Hindus and 7 per cent Mahomedans, 
Chamars, Brahmins, Lodhbis, Kachhis, Gujars and Gadarias, ate the chief 
castes, Bundelkhandi is the prevailing Janguage. 33 per cent live by 
agriculture and L7 per cent by general labour, Two origins are given 
for the name, Sumthar: one from Samthar or the flat country teferring 
to the level alluvial plain which constitutes the State, the other from 
Shamshergarh, a name still occasionally applicd to the chiel town, The 
country isa flat plain without interesting features, and its scenery has 
nothing striking about it, There are no bills of any size, ‘The Seohara 
Pahar .is the only noteworthy eminence, and it is of local importance 
as the sile of the temple dedicated tu Kabilnathj, The water ofa spring 
near the shrine is supposed, when sprinkled on crops attacked by blight, 
to cause their recovery, There are two large streams, the Pahuj and the 
Betwa, but ramfall is necessary for cultivation. Although, in most parts of 
Bundelkhand, tanks and wells arc numerous, such resources are unfortu. 
nately wanting in Samthar, nevertheless the soil is rich, Among the 
principal crops are jowar, wheat, gram and cotton, Rice, salt, metals, 
kerosine oil and cloth are the imports, while the exports constitute ghee, 
raw leather, linseed and cotton. Animals are not common as there 
isno good forest or jungle to afford them cover, and the only 
antmal that is occasionally seen is leopard. The State shares in 
the general conditions of Bundelkhand, eaperiencing greater ex« 
tremes of heat and cold than the States in the high level tract 
of the Malwa plateau, The average rainfall is thirly inches, Though 
most cultivators breed cattle, and ponies to some extent, no special local 
breed exists, There is plenty o! pasture Jand in all parts of the Stale, and 
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the people graze their cattle on it, The people, in general, live peace- 
fully and well, Though the really rich are few, the standaid of comfort 
is fair. The only mineral of importance found in the State is saltpetre, 
which is obtained near most villages and is collected and sent to Samthar, 
where it is purified and exported for sale to Bhopal and Saugor for mak- 
ing fireworks and country powder. Samthar, Maharajganj, Amargarh, 
and Lohargarh are the chief centies of trade. Coarse country cloth is 
woven in many villages, At the Dheri village in Maharajganj dyeing and 
printing ae carried on, and the cloth is exported to neighhouting villages. 
The usual domestic articles, rough country blankets, and earthen pots 
are made in most places. Hindu and Jain merchants deal in cloth and 
grain, and Mahomedans in grain, fruits, tohacco, and miscellaneous 
articles. ‘The only famines of note were those that occurred in 1896-97 
and 1905, The famine of 1827 was very severe. The Dutbar opened 
relief works and made every endeavour to assist the people. On the first 
occasion they spent more than Rs, 65,000, and on the second 
nearly two lakhs, A railway line, opened in 1888, runs through the 
principality. The nearest railway station to the capital is Moth, situated, 
at a distance of eight miles, ou the Great Indian Peninsular Railway, It 
was only after the introduction of the railway in those parts that facilities 
were afforded for the exportation of grain, which had till then been used 
for local consumption only, ‘Two big fans are beld annually in the State, 
one in honour of Kabilnathji Mahadco at Seohara Hill, and the other 
known as Ram Janam, in the chief town, The latter lasts for a month 
when a large number of sadfus and fakirs congregate. The cost of the 
fairs, which amounts to Rs, 10,000, is borne by the Durbar, 

The principal departments of the administration are the Huzur 


Durbar or the Chief’s Olfice ; the Darbar-i-am or the Vazeer's Office; the 


Nivamat or Judicial ; Treasury ; Custom ; Education ; Forests ; Public 
The Vazeer, under the Chief's 


Works ; Police; and Medical Depariments, 
directions, issues, from time to time, such orders and regulations as are 
necessary, and they have the force of law. The Jowest courts are presided 
over by Tahsildars who exercise almost the powers of a Magistrate of the 
Second Clsss. The Nazim is empowered to pass sentences up to five years, 
The Durbar*iam or the Vazeer's Court hears appeals from the Nazim’s 
decisions and trices any case. ‘The final appellate Court is the Chief Court, 
commonly called the Huzur Durbar. 

The town of Samthar was brought into existence in the seventeenth 
century. The palace of the Chief, a post office, and a hospital, are 
located in the capital. During the reign of Mahatajah Chatar Singh, a 
regular setilement was made in 1895, whereby the land was leased out 
and the reyenue collected in cash in two instalments, The present 
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general revenue of the State is about two lakhs, There is a small mili- 
tary force of twelve cavalry and forty infantty; and the police numbers 
200 cavalry and 500 infantcy, The State maintains a jail, a post office, 
ahospital and five educational institutions, For administrative pur- 
poses it is divided into four parganas, Shamshergarh, Aimargarh, Mahay 
rajganj and Luhargarh, each under a Tahsildar, The Maharajah, who 
exercises full administrative powers, controls the affairs of the Durbar 
aided by a Minister, Waziruddaulah Gaya Pershad, the Dewan, is in 
charge of the Revenue Department of the State, while the Civil and 
Criminal Courts are under the control of Rajah Jagat Raj Bahadur, 
younger brother of the Maharajah, 

The Samthar ruling family is descended fromm the Bar-Gujar clan, one 
Suraj Bans being the founder, His descendants were the rulers of Panchala, 
Sindh, Gujarat, ete. One Deo Sut held Gujarat and Mewat, Seventh in 
descent from bim came Ked Rae, a vety powerful chief, who ruled aver 
Gujarat when Alexander the Great invaded his dominions, Deo Sut came 
to terms with the Macedonian King, and a great battle was thus avoided, 
This statement will be found to be fully borne out by the records of 
Alexander's travels, 

Ked Rac's descendants ruled at Lahore for nine generations, the last 
king being Chandta Sen, who fought with and defeated Sebuktagin and 
drove him back to Ghazni, Ratan Sen succeeded Chandia Sen, and his 
descendant in the third generation was Ram Rao Bar-Gujar, Rajah of 
Rajor-Deoti, Rajah Ram was lulled in fighting for Prithvi Raj Chauhan, 
and his family then broke up into several branches ruling separate States, 
Anupshahar, Lidhora, Gujranwala, and Rajor-Deoti. . 

Rajah Ram was succeeded in Deoti by Madho Singh, He was followed 
by Kamod Singh, who built the town of Khatyana, and who was granted 
the rank of Bist Hazari and the title of Maharajah by the Emperor of 
Delhi, The next Chief, Chandrabhan Singh, who was attacked for not 
giving a daughter in marriage to the Emperor, fled to the Deccan, 


He afterwards conquered the country round Irach, Kalpi, Kunch, and 
Bhander, and made Samthar his capital. He died at Samthar and was 
succeeded by Pratabhan Singh, This ruler was despoiled of most of his 
lands by his son, Daya Ram Singh, who was followed by Paras Ram Singh, 
He left three sons, Naune Shah, Surat Singh and Blfopal Singh, Naune 
Shah succeeded and ruled from 1725 to 1770. He had two sons, Bishan 
Singh who became the Chiel, and Devi|Singh, Devi Singh who came to 
the gadi in 1780, had ibree sons, Pahar Singh, Bijai Bahadur Singh, and 
Ranjit Singh, of whom the fitst two passed away while young, and the 
third, Rinjit Singh, succeeded, 
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When the British extended their power to those parts, he sought their 
protection and concluded a treaty with them in 1817, by which they con- 
firmed him in his possessions, In 1827 he passed away; and his son, 
Hinclupat, succeeded him, As he was of unsound mind, his Rani adminis. 
tered the State, The Chief received the usual sanad of adoption in 1862. 
Chatar Singh, the eldest son of Hindupat, became the ruler of Samthar in 
1864, He wasa capable Chief, and effected many improvements in it, 
According {o the salt convention of 1879 with the British, he received a 
compensation from them for dues formerly levied, The State ceded 
lands in 1882 and 1884 for the Betwa canal and a railway respectively, 
In recognition of his successful administration, the Government of India 
honoured him with the personal distinction of Maharaah. He died in 1896, 
when he was succeeded by his son, the present Chief, Bir Singh Deo, 

His Highness the Maharajah Sir Bir Singh Deo, K, C. 1, E., born on 
the 26th November 1864, was invested with full administrative powers on 
the 7th June 1896. ‘The personal title of Maharajah was conferred on him 
in 1898, anda gold Kaisar-1-Iind medal was presented to him in 1907, His 
camp al the Delhi Durbae of 1963 is thus described:—To a student of 
local manners and customs, the camps of the Bundela Chiefs...,.....and 
Samthar could not fail to have been the most interesting with their curious 
high-walled enclosures, painted all over on the outside with the figures of 
soldiers and animals, pieced al intervals by small guard-houses and watch 
towers, and surmounted at the entrance by a lofty naubat khana or 
musicians’ gallery, from which proceeded an incessant din of tom toms and 
drums,” His Highness the Maharajah was one of the Central India Chiefs 
introduced lo His Majesty the King-Emperor at Indore, when he visited 
India as Prince of Wales in 1905-06. His Highness, who was present at 
the last Delhi Durbar, as one of those invited by the Government of 
India, took part in all its functions, The event was celebrated at Samthar 
by the reading of the Royal Proclamation in vernacular in an open durbar 
held by Rajah Jagat Raj Bahadur, third brother of the Chief. Ten prison- 
ers were released, and remission of sentences to ten more was granted on 
the scale laid dawn by the Government of India, Alms, consisting of 
cash, corn, and clothing, were given to the poor, A royal salufe was fired; 
sweets were distributed to school children, and the town and public build- 
ings were illuminated at night. 

Among the conferees of the Birthday Honoursin June 1915, His 
Highness won (he well-merited distinction of KC, 1. E. The Chief is 
entitled to a salute of eleven guns. 

The Stale of Samthar enjoys the benefits of a good and efficient 
administration. ‘ ; 


HIS HIGHNESS THE RAjJAH 
SIR AMAR PARKASH BAHADUR, K.C.S. 1, 
RAJAH OF SIRMUR 


. -Sirmur is a hill State in the Punjab under the political control of 
the Commissioner of the Delhi Division, Ithas an area of 1,198 square 
miles, of which a third consists of forests,a tenth is available for 
cultivation, anda fourth Jies fallow, The population is nearly 140,000. 
The majority of the people speak Western Pahari, In the whole of the 
State, il is only the Kiarda Dun Valley thai is very favourable for agui- 
culture, It was once a wilderness serving the former rulers asa refuge 
against fovelgn aggression, But during the reign of Rajah Sir Shaimsher 
Parkash, it was colonized, and it now forms one of the richest portions 
of the principality, To encourage the labouring classes, the Rajah in- 
troduced (he Nahan tron Foundry in 1867, There ave so irrigation wells 
or canals. Springs and torrents water the tracts, and the rainfall also 
is seasonable, The important crops raised in the valley are wheat, gram, 
rice, maize, sugar-cane, ginger, {obacco and furmeric, There are valuable 
forests yielding annually about a lakb of rupees to the Durbar. As is 
generally the case on the hills, the cattle are small but strong, The Stale 
maintains a pony and a donkey stallion at Paonta. Though several 
kinds:of minerals are said to exist in il, there are now at work only two 
ochre mines. In some of the streams, gold is washed down at times. 
Wooden vessels, churns, blankets and coarse cutton cloth, andsome cane 
furniture constitute the industricy. The exports are wheat, maize, gram 
and timber ; and the imports are cloth, utensils, sugar, sall, drugs, and 
other articles of European and Indian manufacture, 

For administrative purposes the State is divided into four tahsils, cach 
under a Tahsildar, The highest appellate authurily is vested in the Rajah, 
who is the President of the State Council, which contains five members of 
his own nomination. The court, known as the Ijlas-i-Khas, is presided over 
“by the Rajah himself, exercising unlimited jurisdiction in civil and criminal 
matters, Appeals against the decisions of his Court are disposed of bythe 
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State Council. Capital sentences are subject to the confirmation of (he Com- 
missioner of Delhi, ‘The army consists of 35 cavalry, and 240 
infantry, with two serviceable guns, The Imperial Service Corps of Sirmur 
Sappers and Miners has a good record of service done in the Tirah 
Campaign of 1897, under the command of Major Bir Bikram Singh, CLE. 
Peace is preserved by a police force of nearly 150 officers and men, [n 
the jail at Nahan, Persian carpets, doorcloths and mats are manufactured, 
Education is impacted in one secondary, four primary, and five elementary 
privale schools, There are two hospitals at the capital, Nabhan, and 
six dispensaries, The revenue of the State is more than six lakhs, ‘The 
Chief is entitled to a salute of eleven guns, 

Nahan is situated on the outer Himalayas, at an clevation of 3,207 
feet, and has a population of about 6,500. It has been the residence of 
the Chiefs since [§21. On the western portion of the town is the Shamsber 
canloninent, where the Slate troops are garrisoned, Nahan is a municipality, 
Tit 188L Rajah Sir Shamsher Parkash buill the Shamsher Villa, afler the Ita- 
{an modeljon a spur,cast of the capital, The Chaur peak, with an elevation 
of'11,982 feet above the sea-level, forms the highest summit among the 
mountains occupying the sub.Himalayan tracts, An observatory. is also 
constructed on the mountain, During the rainy season fever prevails 
in the Dun Valley; but, in other respects, the country is healthy, and the 
climate temperate. ‘The average rainfall is about sixty inches. ; 


There is no authentic information regarding the early history 
of Sirmut, The present ruling family is an offshoot of that of 
Jaisalmir, 1M would appear that the original rulers belonged to the 
solar race and had their capital at Sirmar, a village now in ruins, 
A prince of this house promised a rope-dancer one half of his king- 
dom if she should walk along a rope to and fro across the river 
Giri. When the woman was about to succeed, one of the courtiers cut 
the rope, and she perished. Immediately a flood came down and swept away 
the king and all his kin, and the country was without a ruler. A prince of 
the house of Jaisalmir was just Uhen on a visit to Hardwar as a_ pilgrim, 
and he was invited by a minstrel to take up the sovereignty, A force was 
accordingly sent under his son, the Rawal, or Prince Sobha. He put down 
disorder and beeame the ancestor of the present ruling family with the 
tide of Subhans Parkash, iKalsi was his capital. The eighth in descent from 
him conquered Ratesh about the middle of the twelfth century, and 
during the days of his successor, Jubbal, Balsan, Kumharsain, Kot, Ghond, 
and 'Theog were over-run, and most of these principalities became leudatory 
States. ‘Phy dominions of Sirmur extended up to the Sutlej, From the 
fareoll Kalsi in Dehra Dun, the Rajah could not exercise efficient, 
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control over the northern parts. Accordingly the capital was changed to 
Hath Koti on the contines of Jubbal, Rewain and Sahri, One of his descen- 
dants, Karm Parkash, removed it to Nahan in 1621. His successor, 
Mandhata, was called on to assist Kahlil-ullah, the General of the Emperor 
Shah fahan, against Garhwal. Later oa Sobhag Parkash, who succeeded 
Mandhata, obtained Kotaha as a reward for his service, He 
assisted Aurangzcb also against Garhwal, and received Kolagarh jrom 
him. He was successful in the administration of the country and 
took steps to improve agriculture, Pinjaur was recovered by Budh 
Parkash from the Moghul Emperor. Guru Govind, the great Sikh 
Reformer, also found an asylum al Sirmur during the days of 
Rajah Mit Parkash, and it was with his help that the Guru was able 
to defeat al Bhangani the combined forces of Kahlur and Garhwal 
in 1688. In the middle of the eighteenth century Kirat’ Parkash defeatect 
the Rajah of Garhwal, captured Naraingarh, Morni, and Pinjaur from 
the Sikhs, and entered into a treaty with Amar Singh of Patiala, whom 
he assisted against his rebellious Wazir, When Ghulam Kadir Khan, the 
Rohilla Chief, invaded fahlur, Kirat Parkash assisted the Rajah of 
that State, Again, he rendered valuable aid to the Rajab of Garhwal 
against the Gurkhas and forced them to accept the Ganges as 
the boundary of their dominions, ‘The days of his son, Dharam Par- 
kash, were also full of troubles, He had to defend the country against the 
encroachments of the Chief of Nalagarh, and the invasion of the Rajab of 
Garhwal. Finally, he died, it is said, in a single combat with the Rajah 
Sansar Chand of Kangra, who invaded Kahlur in 1793, His successor, 
Karam Parkash, wasa weak ruler, and there was a serious revoll in the coun. 
try, The Gurkhas had (o be called in to put iidown, They succeeded 
in expelling Ratan Prakash who had been set up as a ruler by the rebels, 
but they refused to restore the country to Karam Parkash. His Rani 
then appealed to the British for aid just at the time when the Gurkha war 
was about to break out. A British force was accordingly sent into Sirmur 
to expel the Gurkhas. After the close of the Gurkha war, Fateh Parkash, 
the minor son of Karam Parkash, was placed on the throne, ‘The British 
took over some of the terrilori¢s cast of the Juma, which they, however, res+ 
tored to the State in 1833 for a payment of Rs. 40,000, The State has since 
then been most loyal and friendly to the British government. For the first 
Afghan war the Rajah helped the Company with a loan, ancl in the first Sikh 
war a contingest of traups fron: Sirmur fought on the side of the British at 
Hari-ka-pattan, Rajah Sir Shamsher Parkash, G.C.S.L, was (be ruler from 
1866 (o 1898. He rendered valuable help (o the English at the time of the 
Mutiny. He wasa successful Chief, He introduced many important measures 
of reform in the administration and improved the State in several other ways, 
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Forced labour was abolished, roads were laid, revenue and forest sel- 
Jements were undertaken, and dispensaries were opened. 

Rajah Sir Surendra Bikram Parkash Bahadur, K.C.S.14 born in 
November 1867, came to the gadi in 1898. He was the forty-sixth linea) 
descendant from Rajah Subhans, who conquered Sirmur in 1095. He had 
experience in the administration during his father’s life-time, having served 
the Durbar in various capacities. He actually ruled over the principality 
when his father was ill for more than two years. In recognition of 
his capacity as an administrator and of his unflinching loyalty to the British 
Throne, the distinction of K, C.S. 1. was conferred on him in 1901 
He was a member of the Supreme Legislative Council for five years. His, 
Highness passed away al Mussoorie on the 11th July 1911, 

His son and successor, Rajah Amar Parkash, was born in 1887, In 
1909 he married the eldest daughter of Maharajah Deb Shamsher Jung 
Bahadur Rana, ex-Prime Minister of Nepaul. The young prince has had 
judicial and revenue experience, having worked as 2 Magistrate for some 
years and also as Vice-President of the Municipality, During the illness of 
his father, he was in sole charge of the State. On the 26th October L911, he 
was installed on the gadi by Sir Louis Dane, the Lieutenant-Governor of the 
Punjaub, when His Honour recalled the fact that he had been 
present in that very hall thirteen years ago, when Sir Mackworth Young 
invested the late Rajah with full powers and paid a tribute to his adminis- 
trative abililies and work as a ruler, and he expressed the hope that his son, 
the present Rajah, would have an equally honourable and distinguished 
career, The Mir Munshi to the Punjaub Government then brought in a 
khilat, a pearl and jewelled necklace, a crest gem for the turban, a silk bag 
containing coins, a robe of honour, and other valuable articles, and His 
Honour decorated the Rajah with his own hands, His Highness made a 
suitable reply, in which he assured the gathering that he would follow in 
the foot.steps of his ancestors, ‘The same afternoon, the Lieutenant- 
Governor laid the foundation stone of the Surendra Water Works Reser- 
voir, Prominent among the several boons granted by the Chief in com. 
memoration of his installation is free primary education throughout his 
State 

His Highness has begun his rule under very good auspices, and 
should do well and leave his mark on the administration, 


HIS HIGHNEss THE RAJAH 
BIJAI CHAND 
RAJAH OF BILASPUR 


BILAsPuR, One of the ancient Himalayan Hill States in the Punjaub, 
covers an area of 448 square miles and has a population of about 100,000, 
The country isslighlly hilly and undulating, The Sutlej passes through the 
State, ‘he climate is temperate, Agriculture forms the main occupation 
of nearly 80 per cent. of the people, The Slate is also known by the name 
of Kahlur, from a fort of that name built by ove of the former rulers, 
Kahal Chand, ‘The capital was changed to Bilaspur in the middle of the 
seventeenth century, during the days of Dip Chand, Ilis a beautifully 
situated {own on both banks of the Sulley, The palace and other State build- 
ings are above the river, The town hes around i fine gieen mantan, 
‘The Chief exercises full powers, and ts assisted in the administration by a 
Waar. Near Fatehpur, there isa spring called Lund in) Dadrana, the 
waters of which are supposed lo have medicinal properties. ‘The revenue 
of the State is about two lakhs, Opium, lobacco, ginger, and the ordinary 
grams make up the principal products, There is a small military force 
consisting of twelve cavalry and nearly 200 infantry, with two field guns. 
The Rajah enjoys a salute of eleven guns. 

According to a Banswara (or family history) of the Chiefs of Bilaspur, 
they are said lo have had a mythological origin, ‘They are descendants of 
Sissapil of the Mahabharata, ‘The account ts that when Hari Bar Chand, 
the seventeenth of this line, was greatly reduced in possessions, he sought 
the help of the goddess Jowala Mukhi in the Kangra Valley. His 
youngest son, Govind, gota kingdom in the Deccan, while four other sons 
were with their father, They had a quarrel with the Rajah of Kangra 
in connection with the seawanbara of his daughter, ‘Chis jresulled in a 
battle, in which many were killed on both sides, Among the survivors, Bir 
Chand, Kabir Chand, aud Ghambir Chand, three of the sons of Hari Har 
Chand, became the rulers of Kahlur, Kumaon, and Chamba respectively, 
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It was Rajah Kahal Chand (894-902), who built Koi Kahlur, which subse- 
quently gave its name to the State. The ruling families of Nalagarh are 
descended from Ajit Chand, the eldest son of Kahn Chand, the eleventh in 
descent from Bir Chand. The present Rajput Jaghirdars in Bilaspur have 
come of Sangar Chand, the sixteenth in the line, who was ruler at the 
beginning of the thirteenth century. One of his successors, Rattan Chand, 
was a favourite of the court of Delhi, and the Emperor gave him a reward 
of a lakh and a quarter of rupees for slaying a lion, In 1683 Dip Chand 
was ihe Rajah of the State, and he buill the town of Bilaspur close to the 
cave of Byasji on the Sutlej, For his services to Aurangzeb, he teceived 
a khillat of five lakhs of rupees anda sanad conferring suzerainty ovet 
twenty-two neighbouting principalities. His son, Bhim Chand, complete. 
ly routed the Mians who began to claim the State with him, and after de- 
{eating the Rajahs of Bashahr, Muandi,and Kotkhai, he even defied the 
imperial forces in alliance wilh Guiu Govind Singh. In his last years he 
became an ascetic and abdicated the throne in favour of his son, Ajmir 
Chand, who became the thnty-fifth Rajah. The days of Ajmir Chand, and 
his son, Devi Chand, were spent in putting down the feudatory princes 
who gave them a great deal of trouble, until, by the end of 1790, most of 
them became independent. Mahan Chand, the son of Devi Chand, ruled 
from 1778 to 1824, He spent his time in wars against the Rajahs of 
Nalagarh and Kangra and the Sodhis of Anandpur, He was succeeded by 
his son, Kharakh Chand, who died childless, Mian Jangi or Rajah Jaggat 
Chand was the next ruler. His reign was unevenful, but for the rebellion 
on behalf of a supposed child of Rajah Kharakh Chand, which was put 
down with the aid of the Brilish Government, The golden age of Bilas- 
pur was the long administration of Rajah Hira Chand. It was he that 
organized the State with the help of an able Wazir, Mian Bhangi Purgnia, 
The five years’ rule of his son and successor, Amar Chand, was peacefull 
and he was succeeded by his son, the present Chief, Rajah Bijai Chand, 
The Mians began to give him trouble in 1901, and the Rajah withdrew tb 
Benares, The Government of India stepped in and appointed Rai Salih 
Amar Singh as Manager. Order was restored, and the management of 
the State began to be conducted as in British districts. The Rajah then 
returned, and resumed the rule of the State, assisted by the Rai Sahib, At 
the Delhi Dyrbar of 1911, His Imperial Majesty was pleased to confer on 
His Highness the Rajah Bijai Chand the dislinction of ©, $, 1, 
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HIS HIGHNESS THE NAWAB 
SIR AHMAD ALI KHAN BAHADUR, K.C.S.L, 
NAWAB OF MALER KOTLA (PUNJAB) 


The Mahomedan cis-Sutlej State of Maler Kotla, which is 167 square 
miles in extent and has a populalion of 80,000, lies forty-five miles north 
of Umbala, adjoining the Phulkian States of Patiala, Nabha, and Jind, It is 
under the political control of the Political Agent of the Bahawalpur Com- 
bined Agency. The revenue of the State is Rs. 12,50,000, The country is 
an unbroken level plain varied by sand-drifts and ridges, Though the 
Bhatinda branch of the Sithind Canal passes through the notthern pait 
of the State and the Kotla Bianch passes touching its southern borders, 
the State does not get irrigation from them, The population is equally 
divided among the three communities of Mahomedans, Sikhs and Hindus, 
The chief town, Maler Kotla, is thirty miles south of Ludhiana and foity- 
nine miles north of Umbala. IH contains about 30,000 people, ‘The city 
comprises two distinct parts, Malet and Kotla, connected by the Motibazar 
line, Maler is a very old town founded by Rajah Malher alboul 2,000 years 
ago and rebuilt in 1466 by Sadr-ud-Din, the founder cf the present ruling 
house. The town of Kotla was built by Bayazid Khan, in the middle of 
the seventecnth century. The chief products of the Stale are cotton, sugar, 
opium, tobacco, garlic and grain, The army consists of 100 Cavalry, 800 
Infantry, 200 Imperial Service Sappers and 50 Artillery, besides a State 
Band of 60 nen, There are eight serviceable guns. Thecantonment lies 
outside the capital. The Imperial Service Troops were raised in 1894 and 
have since been on active service in the ‘lirah Campaign of 1897-98 and in 
China 1900-01. Besides the troops there are also 200 Police, There isa 
High School in the Maler Kotla Cily and a MiddJe School at Abmadgarh, 
a town {twelve miles from Maler Kotla, Besides this the State has many 
Primary Schools, 

Ai Maler Kotla there is a factory for the manufacture of suivey in- 
struments and a cotton ginning and pressing faclory, Paper manufacture 
is also carried on. There are also two Flour Mills and an Ice Factory, 
Maler Kotla is a good trading centre, ‘ 

Sheikh Sadr.ud-Din, the founder of the family, came from Cabul 
about the end of the fifteenth century. He married a daughter of” 
the Afghan Emperor, Bahlo! Lodhi, of Delhi, and obtained as dowry a 
territory in the Province of Sirhind. 
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The fifth in descent from him was Bazid Khan, who was in high 
favour with the Emperor Alamgir. If was he who built the town of Kotla, 
During the days of the disintegration of the Moghul Empire, Maler Kotla, 
like many other subordinate States, became independent, In 1732 Jamal 
Khan, the other Chief of Maler Kotla, helped,the Imperial Troops 
against Ala Singh of Patiala; and, later, in 1761, he joined the troops of 
Ahmad Shah Abdulla Durrani against the Sikh rulers of the Punjab, 
This brought about a long-standing feud between Maler Kotla and the 
adjoining Sikh States, notably that of Patiala, Bhikan Khan, the son 
of Jamal Khan, suffered heavily from the attacks of the Sikhs, and was 
finally forced to enter into a treaty with them. The rulers of Maler 
Kotla thus became friendly with those of the adjoining State of 
Patiala, whom they often assisted in difficulties. The Patiala Chief 
helped the Nawab in 1787, when the Chief of Bhadaur unlawfully took 
possession of some of his villages, and, in 1794 again, in the fanatic 
attacks of Bedi Sahib Singh, a descendant of Baba Nanak, the Sikh 
Guiu and his forces, against (he Chief of Maler Kotla, At the begin. 
ning of the last century, in the campaigns of General Lake against 
the Mahrattas, the Nawab of Maler Kotla joined the British, The 
State formally came under British protection in 1809, This saved it 
from fhe encroachments of Ranjit Singh, who had to be actually 
turned back from the State in 1808 by the marching of a British force 
under Colonel Ochterlony, In 1862 the usual sanad of adoption wag 
granted (o the Ruler of Maler Kotla, and, in accordance with it, the 
late Nawab, Mahomed Ibrahim Ali Khan Bahadur, was adopted in 
1871 from a collateral branch of the family and placed on the gadi, 
As His Highness showed signs of mental weakness, his son, Sahibzada 
Ahmad Ali Khan, the heir-apparent, carried on the administration as 
Regent, and, on the death of his father in 1908, succeeded him as 
Ruler, He was formally invested with full powers on the 5th January 
1909. He was burn on thé 10th September 1881, and has had his 
education at the Aitchison Chiefs’ College, Lahore. He was invited 
for the Coronation Durbars of 1903 and 1911, and went to Lahore 
tu meet Their Imperial Majesties when they visited India in 1906 as 
Prince and Princess of Wales, He has ason and heir who is ten years 
old and three younger sons, His Highness is entitled to a salute of eleven’ 
guns, Among the conferees of the Birthday Honours onthe 8rd June 
1915, His Highness won the distinclion of K,C.8,1, Heis an energetig 

‘and promising ruler and takes a keen inlerest in the administration af 
the State and in the welfare of his subjects. 


HIS HIGHNESS THE RAJAH 
UDAI SINGH BAHADUR 
RAJAH OF JHABUA 


Occupying a portion of Rath, as the western part of Malwa plateau is 
generally known, is the mountainous Stale of Jhabua, in Cential India, 
covering an area of 1,336 square miles, The major portion of the country 
1s traversed by parallel ranges of hills tunning north and south and clothed 
witb rich forest, A number of streams forming the tributary of the Mahi 
flow through the State. The whole tract may be roughly divided into twa 
sections, the Mahidhawa, or the tractalong the Mahi, and ihe Ghata, or the 
hilly portion, Only a tenth of the whole area is under cultivation, and a 
much smaller portion enjoys the benefits of irrigation, The climate is 
subject to extremes, and the average rainfall does not exceed thirty inches, 
Of the entire population which is a little over 80,000, about a fifth only are 
Hindus, the rest being Animists, chiefly Bhils. Nearly two-thirds of the 
people live by agriculture, The mineral resources of the country seem to 
be great, but they have not yet been prospected and worked. The mangar 
nese works in the Rambhapur pargana ar under the management ofa 
Bombay firm, the ore being carried by means of a light tramway from the 
Meghnagar station, on the Ratlam-Godhra section of the Bombay, Baroda? 
and Central India Railway, The State, on the whole, is remote from all 
influences of ctvilizalion, and its industrial and commercial development is, 
therefore, very slow. More then 70 per cent of the State lands are held in 
fief by the Umraos or families of nobles, who pay a tribute of Rs. 5,060 to 
the Jhabua Durbar,'and Rs. 7,510 to Holkar, For administrative purposes 

ithe, principality is divided into four tahsils, The Chief exercises ctiminal 
, powers) intermediate between those of a District Magistiate and a Sossiong 
‘Judge, Tn exdcutive administration, heis assisted bya Minister, ‘The a 
Sarged) Ibo alter the medical establishment in the three dispensaries o 
He ‘State, ‘ana th e forests are managed by the Agency Forest Officer, THe 
decision af the Bi Il civil matters is final, but the administration C) 
justice in orlinit suits fe largely controlled by the Political Agent, } A 
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legular police of nearly 100 men, and a rural police of 425 are undera 
Chief Inspector. A small inregular force with two serviceable guns 1s 
also maintained, which generally assists in police work, There isa jail 
at Jhabua, The palace is surrounded bya mud wall with masonry 
bastions, The first school was opened in 1854 ; and there are now nearly 
twenty cnstitutions, under public or private management, one of which 
is a mission school at Thandla, established in 1900. The capital, situated 
on the edge of a small lake, called the Bahadur-Sagar, is cleven miles 
from the Meghnagar station. It takes ils name from a Chief, named Jhabbu 
Naik, afreebooter of the Labhana caste, who founded the'State in the six. 
teenth century. The town contains the usual public buildings, such asa 
dispensaiy, a post office, a jail, a school, a guest-house, and the palace of 
the Chief, The revenue of the State is nearly two lakhs. 

The present ruling house 1s descended from Bir Singh, the fifth son 
of Judha, the founder of Jodhput. It is a family of Ratho: Rajputs. A 
member of it rose to favour at the court of Delhi, and aboul 1584 he 
obtained Badnawai in Malwa in fief. One of his successors, Kesho Das, 
was attached to the retinue of Prince Salim (Emperor Jahangir), He was 
employed to subdue the freebooters of the south-western districts of Malwa, 
and when he conquered them, he took possession of their tracts, He was in- 
vested with the insignia of nobility in 1607, But he was poisoned by his son 
and heir, and the Jhabua State was,in consequence, thrown into great confu- 
sion and inteinal disturbance, All through the eighteenth century, these 
lracis were harassed much by the Mahrattas ; and, about the year 1723, 
Holkar nominally took the management of the country, which seems to have 
yielded very little revenue at the time, During the settlement of Malwa by Sir 
John Malcolm, the State was guaranteed to the present rulers, Rajah Go- 
paul Singh was the Chief from 1840 to 1894, Though he was only seven- 
teen years of age at the time of the Mutiny, he made himself most useful 
to the British by assisting the fugitives from Bhopawar. In recognition 
of his services, he was presented with a khilat of Rs, 12,500 in value. In 
1871, through the intercession of the Supreme Government, the tetritorial 
disputes between Indore and Jhabua were settled, and the Thandla parga- 
ta was given to Jhabua, the Indore State gelting an annual contribution of 
4,350 rupees, In 1894 Gopaul Singh died and was succceded by his adopt- 
ed son, the present ruler, His Highness the Rajah Uda Singh Bahadur, 
He was invested with full powers in 1898 and 1s entitled to a 
salute of eleven guns, ‘The Rajah was one of the Central India Chiefs 
introduced to Their Imperial Majesties at Indore, when they visited this 
conntry in 1905 us Prince and Princess of Wales, Asa Rules he has given 
satisfaction to all the Political Officers and is much loved antl iespected 
by the people. 


HIS HIGHNESS THE RAJAH 
BRI] INDAR SINGH BAHADUR 
RAJAH OF FARIDKOT 

The Sikh State of Faridkot, 643 square miles in extent, in the Punjaub, 
lies adjacent to the British District of Ferozepur and to the Phulkian 
States with which it is connected by origin. Four delached villages that 
lie outside the State belong to if. The total population is more than 
120,000, and the revenue comes to about five lakhs, ‘The country 
is made up of two separate parts: the Athar, a san¢ly tract of low 
fertility, and the Utar of a higher level, separated from each other 
by the Danda, or the old bank of the Sutlej. The water-level lying from 90 
fo 160 feet below the surface, there are no irrigation wells ; but the 
soil absorbs moisture easily, and produces crops even with very slight rain, 
The water in the Athar is generally saline, and therefore not useful for culli- 
vation, ‘The Utar section is irrigated by the Sirhind canal, As shooting 
is prohibited, there are many wild animals, The climate is hot and dry. 
It would appear that the tract comprised by the Faridkot Slate was once in 
the possession of Ponwar Rajputs, who were subsequently supplanted by the 
descendants of Jasal, the founder of the Jaisalmir State, 

More than seven hundred years ago, one of the rulers of this family, 
Mokalsi, founded a town and erected a fort there, and wanted to name il 
Mokal Har, after him, But il came to be called Faridkot for the following 
reason. While the fort was being built, a man, named Shaikh Farid, 
who possessed miraculous powers, was unwillingly made to work 
as a forced labourer. When the mistake was found out, he was 
at once let go, and after the completion of the work the fort was named 
after him, The grandsons of Mokalsi, Tulsi Ram and Khalcha, became 
converts to Mahomedanism. ‘Tulsi Ram’s son, Bharo, abandoned 
Faridkot and repaired first to Bilaspor and later to Hathur ; while 
Khalcha’s descendants were left in possession of Faridkot, ‘The last 
of the Mahomedan progeny of Khaleha, Isa Khan, came into 
conflict with the Moghuls and Jost his life in a bate, ‘Then Bate Rao, of 
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the line of Jundhar, one of the early rulers, became Chief, He was 
the common ancestor of the Phulkian houses and the Faridkot 
family, One of his successors, Khiwa, married a Jal woman, and_ their 
descendants were looked upon as Jats, as was the custom at (he time, Barar 
the eighth in descent from Khiwa, was a brave man and waged constant 
war with the Mahomedan Bhattis of Sirsa; hence Barar became a per- 
manent name with all his successors, The Faridkot family traces its 
origin from Dul, the elder son of Barar, aud the Phulkian houses sprang 
from Paor, the younger son, 

During the time of Akbar, Bhallan, one of the successors of Dul, 
became very powerful and influential, A nephew of his, Kapura, who 
came alter him, founded the town of Kot Kapura. He was known for 
his justice and benevolence, His fidelity to the Moghul throne was so 
great that he refused assistance even to Guru Govind against it, His 
successors prospered in their family possessions until the end of the 
eighteenth century. In the days of Mohr Singh, who came to the gad: 
in 1782 and who was a most inefficient ruler, the country was exposed to 
constant civil wars, In 1808 Maharajah Ranjit Singh wanted to confer the 
Faridkot territory on his General, Diwan Mohkam Chand, but the British 
intervened and restored the tracts to the rightful ruler, Gulab Singh and 
his brothers, Owing to the minority of the Chief and the conse 
quent family quarrels, the interests of the State were totally neglected, 
The lands were abandoned and the revenue reached the low figure of 
Rs, 6,000, About 1827 the infant ruler, Attar Singh, died suddenly, and 
the British recognized the claims of his uncle, Sardar Pahar Singh, 
He was a capable Chief and did his uimost to restore the State to its 
former condition. His reputation as a just and liberal-minded Prinee 
inducect many families to immigrate from the adjoining tracts of 
Lahore and Patiala, During the Sikh war of 1845, Pahar Singh 
remained loyal to the English, and, as a reward, got a half share out of the 
portion confiscaled from the Rajah of Nabha, worth about Rs, 35,000 per 
annum, He was given the title of Rajah, with cerlain privileges and 
concessions, (le died in 1849, and.was succeeded by his son, Rajah Wazir 
Singh. He was as able as his father and remained equally faithiul to the 
British. For his valuable services during the Mutiny, he received the 
honorary lille of Burar Bans Rajah Sahib Bahadur, a valuable khilat, and 
asalute of eleven guns, The State flourished under him, and several 
reforms were introduced in his time, On his death in 1874, he was 
succeeded by his san, Rajah Bikram Singh, a very able and highly edu- 
cated Chief, He brought the administration up to Buitish standards by 
securing the services of tetired British officers, The Sithind canal 
was taken into the Slate, and it had a remarkable effect on the 
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revenue, increasing it by nearly a lakh per annum, Many reforms were 
introduced ; a land seltlement was undertaken ; the capital was beauti- 
fied by the addition of several buildings ; many Sikh temples were buili ; 
and acontingent of Imperial Service Troops was raised, He helped the 
British Government with troops during the Afghan war. In appreciation 
of his efficient administration and loyally, the hereditary titles of Farzand- 
j-Saadal Nishan Hazrat Keusar-[-Hind were bestowed on him and his heirs: 

He had lwo sons, Balbhir Singh and Gajaindar Singh. He passed 
away in 1898 and was gueceeded by his elder son, Balbhir Singh, Immedi- 
ately after his accession there was the great famine of 1899, and the Chief 
did everything in his power to help the people, by opening up relicf works 
and by selling corn at cheap rates. Balbhir Singh closely followed in the 
footsteps of his father, Ge put up many new and important buildings. 
The cantonment lines were renewed; 2 clock-tower was constructed to 
commemorate the memory of Queen Victoria ; a new Raj Mahal was 
erected; and the Middle School was raised to the High School 
standard. ‘The Rajah took special interest in promoting horse and cattle 
breeding in the State. On his death in 1906, he was succeeded 
by his nephew the present Chief, Rasah Brij Inda: Singh, the elder of the two 
sons of Gajaindar Singh, who died in 1900. 

The prince was nearly ten years of age at the time of his ac- 
cession, having heen born on the 26th October 1896. The administration 
of the State is carried on by a Council of Regency with Sardar Baha ut 
Sardar Dayal Singh Man, a member of a well-known historic family of 
Sikh Chiefs, as President. He belongs to the oldest or chiefest of all the 
Jat tribes of the Panjaub, ‘The family of Dayal Singh is closely related to 
the houses of Ranjit Singh and the Phulkian Chiefs, The Sardar has a 
great reputation as an administrator. He is an officer of the Punjaub 
Provincial Service, lent to the Faridkot State, His name is found on the 
Birthday Honours list of the 3rd June 1913, as the recipient of a Kaisar-I- 
Hind gold medal, Many useful reforms have already been introduced, 
and the adminstiation of the Council of Regency is much appreciated by 
the Supreme Goveinment and by the people of Faridkot. 

‘The young Prince 1s being educated al the Aitchison College Lahore, 
His marriage was celebrated on a grand scale in February 1911, when the 
Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjaub and the high officers of the State were 
present. His Highness is entitled to a salute of eleven guns, 
he’ State is making rapid progress under the able control of 
Sardar Dayal Singh Man ; and when in due course the young Prince takes 
up the administration, he will not only inherit the State in an improved 
form but also have the noble examples of Regent Sardar Dayal Singh Man, 
and hig own father and grandfather to guide him, 


HIS HIGHNESs THE RAJAH 
BHIM SAIN 
RAJAH OF SUKET 


THE State of Suket in the Punjaub, a tract of land about thirty-five 
miles in length and ten to twelve in breadth, lies in a bend of the Sutlej 
river and extends from the village of Farenu to Dehar, east and west. 
It measures nearly 420 square miles in area, and has a population of about 
60,000. The country comprises two distinct parts : the Balh, in the basin of 
the Beas, a fertile plain, and the Karsog near the Sutlej, a mountainous 
tract, broken up by a series of valleys, The highest peak is the Choasi 
hill. At the village of Drahat, on the bank of the Sutlej, there are two hot 
springs, one in the bed of the river itself, and the other, at the foot of a hill, 
half a mileaway, Pilgrims, in large numbers, resort to these Tiraths as 
they are called. The climate is mild and agreeable, and the rainfall is 
evenly distributed, Rice, poppy, maize and wheat, constitute the chief 
crops, An experimental tea-garden is maintained by the State at Buned. 
The people being comparatively uncivilized, agriculture is in a primitive 
condition, Atthe annual cattle fair held in the capital nearly 2,000 
animals change hands. The sevenue, which comes to about two lakhs, 
is taken in kind generally. he fertility of the soil assures them of a good 
crop with little toil, Famine is almost unknown, and thereis no need in 
the country for either towns or trade centres, There was some distress in 
1893-94, and an epidemic among the cattle broke out in 1899, On these 
accasions, the State opened up relief works and advanced money to the 
tenants, The administration is entirely in the hands of the Chief himself, 
who has tull ciyj] and revenue powers, and who, in criminal cases, exercises 
the powers of a Sessions Judge, There is a small military force witha 
police of nearly a hundred men, A jail, a dispensary,and four schools 
aré the only public institutions. At Pangna there is a fine well-preserved 
fort, said to have been erected by Rajah Bir Sain, besides various other 
smaller forts scattered in the country in picturesque situations. The temple 
of Mahunag jn Karsog is visited by pilgrims, It is said that those bitten by 
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snakes are cured by a pilgrimage to this place, They go to the temple and 
simply he down there, 

The family of the Rajah is an ancient one, having come over to these 
tracts from Bengal, about eight centuries ago. Authentic information 
regarding the history of the house 1s not available, but it is probable that 
it might have had a careei similar to that of the other hill States, In 1887 
Bikiama Sain was the Rajah of Suket. He was succeeded by his son, 
Uggar Sain, who seems to have been pretty influential during his time, 
He assisted the Rajah of Kahlur witha loan of Rs. 25,000 when his subjects 
revolted against him, and he also wished to bring about a reconciliation bet. 
ween the people and their ruler, who,however, died during the negotiations, 
The Sikh durbar at Lahore despatched a force to arrest the rulers of Suket, 
Kahlur and Mandi in 1841, but Uggar Sain was prudent enough to submit 
and effect a compromise, whereas ihe States of Mandi and Kahlur were 
annexed by the Sikhs, By the treaty of Lahore in 1846, Suket was guaran- 
teed to Uggar Sain and his descendants He received the usual sanad of 
adoption in 1862. Afte: along and successful reign, he passed away in 
1875, when his son, Rudra Sain, succeeded him He got into a serious con- 
flict with his subjects, and the Commissioner of Jullundur was sent to enquire 
into the matter, The Raja was not satisfied with the result of the enquiry, 
and he quietly repaired to Lahore, Later on he changed his residence to 
Hoshiarpur, whee he died in 1887, He was formally deposed in 1879 
and his eldest son, Ari Mardan Sain, succeeded him, with a brother and an 
uncle of his father as guardian and manager respectively, The young 
Prince, however, died in 1880, and the State passed to his brother, Dusht 
Nikaudan Sain, who was then a boy of fowteen years. [n 1882 he married 
a mece of the Rajah of Bhagal, The State was managed, till he came of 
age in 1898, by Messrs, Donald and Halifax in succession, 

His Highness the Rajah Dusht Nikandan. Sain was an energetic and 
enlightened ruler. During his time the administration improved in several 
ways, The old debts were cleared off, and the, finances were placed on a 
sound footing, A dispensary was opened at Sadr, and a school at Bhojpur. 
Communications were improved, and several public buildings were con- 
structed, including sepoy lines and a jail, A new palace was put up, Two 
bridges across the gutlej were compleled. On the 27th May 1908, he was 
succeeded by his son, the present Chief, His Highness the Rajah Bhim 
Sain, born on the 26th November 1885. He is entitled to a salute of 
eleven guns, 


HIS HIGHNESS THE RAJAH 
NARIENDAR SHAH BAHADUR 
RAJAH OF TEHRI 


ON the confines of the British districts of Dehra Dun and Garhwal is 
the Himalayan Hill State of Tehri (or Tehri-Garhwal) under the political 
control of the Government of the United Provinces, Its area ig about 4,200 
square miles, and it has a population of nearly 800,725 scattered over one 
town and 2,455 villages, giving a density of about 64 to a square mile. The 
people are mosily Hindus, The language spoken is Garhwali, Rajputs, 
Brahmins, and Doms predominate, The Doms and Khasias are considered 
indigenous inhabitants, and the Rajputs and Brahmins, immigrants, Nearly 
90 per cent, live by agriculture, The tracts are made up of series of tangled 
ridges, separated by narrow valleys, generally running north-east to south. 
west. The State contains the sources of the Ganges and the Jumna, the former 
rising in a glacier, called Gaumukh, at a height of about 13,570 feet, At 
its source it is known as the Bhagirathi. At Bhaironghati it is joined by 
Jadhganga or Jahnavi, and the combined stream is called the Ganges, The 
State is separated from the British district of Garhwal by the Alaknanda 
dnd the Ganges. The Jumna takes ifs rise at Bandarpunch, and, 
lower down, forms the western boundaty of the State. The Supin is 
another river of importance, The tiacts generally are exposed to great 
extremes of iemperatcre, the snow-falls of winter reaching an ele- 
yation of 4,000 feet, Cultivation is confined to the terraces on the hill-sides 
and to small alluvial areas, Only a very small portion is brought under culti- 
vation. Rice and wheat are the staple products, Potatoes also are largely 
grown, ‘The forests ave valuable and yield an annual revenue of nearly 
two lakhs, A portion of the forests, about 140 square miles in extent, 
has been Jeased out to the Brilish Government. The chief exports are timber, 
forest produce, rice and potatoes, the imports being piece-goods, sugar, salt, 
icon, brags vessels, pulses, spices and oil. Borax and salt come from 
Tibet, Tanning and blanket-weaving on a small scale, are the only 
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industries. Means of communication are few, there being less than 500 
miles of road ; and merchandise is carried on by pack animals and coolies, 
The Chief exercises full powers. The Commissioner of Kumaun is 
the Political Agent. The Wazir is the principal executive officer. The 
Rajah alone passes senlences of death, The Staie owns all proprietary 
right in the land, except in the .case of the Saklana fief, The Rajah’s 
palace and the usual courts, offices and jail, constitute the public buildings» 
A unit of Imperial Service Sappers, with two cannon used on ceremonial 
occasions, is all the army maintained by the State. There is a police force 
to keep the peace, but the rural police under village headmen do the main 
work, Six hospitals and about twenly-one schools are the other public 
institutions of utility, Vaccination is popular, There is a feudatory estate 
under Fehri, known as the Saklana estate, about seventy square miles 
in area. The Muafidars owning it pay an annual quit-rent of Rs, 200, 
and exercise the powers of second-class Magistrates. The ancestors of 
the present Muafidars rendered valuable assistance to the Brilish during 
the Gurkha war, The capital town, Teri, at the junction of the Bhagi. 
rathi and the Bheling, is about 2,278 feet above the sea-level and has a 
population of nearly 3,500, It is a great commercial centre and has 
séveral temples and diarmsalas, It has alsoa high school. During the 
summer scason the Rajah resides at Pratapnagar, nine miles from Tehri 
at an elevation of about 8,000 feet, 
'  Althe beginning of the nincteenth century, when Parduman Shah was 
the ruler, the Gurkhas were giving trouble and, in one of tho conflicts, 
he was Killed, After the close of the first Gurkha war in 1815, his son, 
Sudarshan Shah, received the presen( tracts from the East India Company, 
He continued to rule over the Siate until 1859, and during the trying days 
of the Mutiny, he rendered valuable assistance to the British Government, 
He was succeeded by his son, Bhawani Shah, who was in charge 
of the State until 1872, His son, Rajah Pratap Shah, managed the 
affairs of the durbar till 1887. His Highness the Rajah Sir Kirli Shah, 
borf on the 20th January 1874, succeeded him. During his minority the 
State was administered by a Council of Regency, presided over by his 
mother, Maharani Ghuleriajee Sahiba. The Chief was educated at the 
Mayo College, Ajmer. He was invested with full powers in 1890, He 
married a grand-daughter of the late Maharajah Jung Bahadur of Nepal, 
He was niadea C. S, I in 1899, anda K.C, Shin 1908, A son and heir 
was born to him on the 3rd August 1898. For some years ihe Rajah 
Salieb wasa member of the Legislalive Council of the Uniled Provinces 
of Agra and Oudh. His Highness passed away on the 25th April 19138, 
alter a brief illness, His successor is his minor son, Rajah Naviencar Shah, 


HIS HIGHNESS THE RAJAH 
JOGINDRA SINGH 
RAJAH OF MANDI 


THE Mandi State in the Punjaub is under the political control of the 
Commissioner of the Jullandur Division, It has an area of 1,200 square miles 
of hill tracts, and a population of about 180,000. 98 per cent, are Hindus, 
Mahomedans and Budhists making up the remainder. Mandiali is the 
prevailing language. The Kanels, who number nearly 100,000,and who are 
agriculturists, form the most important caste. The Rajputs constitute the 
landed aristocracy of the Slate, and the industrial classes are few in 
number and insignificant, Half the total area consists of forests, and 
more than a third is under cultivation, Over three-fourths of the 
people are agriculturists, and they attend to pasture and the domestic 
industries of rural tracts. Rock-salt is the most important mineral, 
The forests abound in game of all sorts, The temperature is cool 
eves in summer, and the rainfall is heavy, Rice, maize, millet, 
potatoes, wheat, barley, tobacco, and sugar-cane, are the principal 
crops. The Rajah is the sole proprietor of the State, and lands are 
leased to Malguzars, Kuhls (cuts) from the hill streams form the chief 
source of irrigation. The revenue is nearly five lakhs, The State is 
divided into four lahsils, each under a Tahsildar, The Rajah controls the 
affairs of the State, assisted by a Minister. Sentences of death passed 
by the latter are subject to the concurrence of the former, and then 
require confirmation by the Commissioner of the Jullandur Division, The 
army consists of twenty cavalry and one hundredand fifty-two infan- 
try. There is a small police force of nearly one hundred and fifty officers 
and men, Education is imparted in eight schools, Medical aid is 
afforded in the King Edward VJ Hospital, at the capital town. 

Mandi town, the capital of the State, is near the river Beas, 131 
miles from Pathankot and 88 from Simla. It has a population of about 
10,000. It has several templesand other buildings of architectural inter- 
est, the most prominent of them being the Chauntra or the court, in which 
the-Chauntra Wazir, or Prime Minister, is installed, and the Damdama or 
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the palace, which dates from the seventeenth century, The well-built iron 
bridge, known as the Empress Bridge, spans the Beas, which flows 
through the town. 

Among the places of interest in the State may be mentioned the 
famous fortress of Kamalgath on the banks of the Beas, the principal 
stronghold of which, situated on an isolated peak, towers 1,500 feet above 
the level of the river. The fortress is in all three miles long, full of 
beautiful works of masonry and natural sandstone, and there are many 
detached bastions, castles and towers about the place, 

Ajbar Sen, a descendant of the Chandarbansi Rajahs, founded the 
town of Mandi in 1527. One of his successors, Suraj Sen, built the fort of 
Kamla in 1625, and also the Damdama palace at Mandi, Rajah Sidh Sen, 
who ruled over the State in 1686, extended his dominions and built many 
temples. He was very hospitable, and on one occasion he entertained the 
great Guru Govind on a lavish scale, He lived to the ripe age of one hun- 
dred and died in 1729, His grandson, Shamsher Singh, who was also very 
energetic, added large tracts to the principality, His son, Isri Sen, was 
placed on the gadiasa five-year-old boy. Sansar Chand, the Rajah of 
Kangra, seized the dominions of Isri Sen, and kept him a_ close 
prisoner, In 1805 the Kangra Chief directed his arms against 
the Rajah of Kahlur, who at once sought the aid of the Gurkhas, 
The united forces defeated the army of Sansar Chand and liberated Isti 
Sen, In 1809 the Sikhs under Maharajah Ranjit Singh drove away the 
Gurkhas, Later on the oppression by the Sikhs became so severe that 
the Chief of Mandi, Balbir Sen, was forced to seek British protection, 
After the battle of Sobraon, the relations between him and the East India 
Company were defined in a sanad, dated the 24th October 1846, He died 
in 1851, and was succeeded by his minor son, Bije Sen, The State was 
governed by a Council of Regency with Wazir Gusaon as President, The 
training which the young Chief received during his minority was any- 
thing but satisfactory, and the consequence was that utter confusion and 
disorder reigned supreme soon after he assumed charge of the State, The 
British Government interfered and restored order by timely warning and 
advice to the Rajah. On his death in 1902, his son, Bhawani Sen, 
succeeded him, 

The young Prince received his education at the Aitchison College, 
Lahore, He obtained full administrative powers in 1908, At the begin- 
ning of his rule, the Supreme Government rendered all possible help by 

lending one of their tried officers to assist the Rajah in the management 
of the State, H, H. Bawani Sen died in March 1912, and was succeeded 
by Rajah Jogindra Singh, a member of a collateral branch of the ruling 
family. The C hief is entitled to a salute of eleven guns, 


HIS HIGHNESS THE RAJAH 
CHURA CHAND 
RAJAH OF MANIPUR 


East of Assam, on the Burmese border and to the north of the Chitta- 
gong slopes, lies the hilly State of Manipur. It has an area of 8,456 square 
miles and a population of nearly 300,000, The main portion of the State is 
composed of a fertile and beautiful valley, thirty miles long and twenty miles 
broad. The north-eastern parts of these hills, about fifteen days' journey 
from the Manipur Valley, rise to an elevation of more than 13,000 feet. The 
hills then gradually decrease in height and sink into the plains of the 
Assam Valley. On the south also the country declines towards Chitta- 
gong and Arakan, The tract between Cachar and Manipur is one of the 
most delightful in point of scenery. Dense forests, comprising 
stately trees and luxuriant bambovus, creepers and ferns, lend a most 
charming and fascinating prospect to the eye, Seveial mountain 
torrents and rivers pass through the country, The Imphal, the Ir), the 
Thobal, and the Nambal are the chief rivers in the valley. The Jiri, the 
Makru, the Barak, the frany, the Lengba, and the Laimatak are other rivers 
between Manipur and Cachar, The soil is of course very fertile, 
composed of alluvial clay washed down the hill-sides. The elephant, 
the tiger, the leopard, the bear, the wild boar, the deer, the :hinoceros 
and the bison, are freely met with in the forests, The valley 
itself is 2,500 fect above the sea-level, and the climate is most 
delightfully cool and pleasant, The annual rainfall is about seventy inches, 
and it is even heavier in the hill parts. The country is exposed to seismic 
disturbances. Manipuri is the chief language, with the Naga and the Kuki 
dialects in the hill Women take an active share in labour and trade, 
Though the records seem to point toa late conversion of the Manipuris to 
Hinduism, the people themselves claim to be Kshattriyas of long descent, 
There are also a large number of Brahmins, Rice is the staple crop, 
the other crops of importance being mustard, sugar-cane, pulses, tobacco, 
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poppy, oats, wheat, and a few English vegetables, Oranges, limes, pinc-apples 
and plantains are the chief fruits, The country is noted for a hardy breed 
of cattle, and a fine class of ponies, Sericulture 1s carried on pretty exten- 
sively, The ordinary agricultural implements, and brass vessels and pottery 
required for local needs are manufactured, Reed mats and cane baskets, 
wood-carving, carpentry and jewelry are other industries of importance, 
The skins of deer and calves are tanned, and fine saddles, shoes, belts and 
pouches are manufactured. Very often transactions take place by barter, 
The chief road is the one leading from Manipur to Dimapur on the Assam- 
Bengal Railway. The country is generally free from famine, Petty dis- 
putes are ordinarily disposed of by punchayat courts, which are em- 
powered to inflict fines. There is a criminal court, exercising first-class 
powers, at Imphal, the capital. The Rajah is invested with full powers, 
but sentences of death are subject to confirmation by the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Eastern Bengal and Assam, A State Durbar of two 
members with the Chief as President, constitutes the executive govern. 
ment. Peace is maintained by a small police force, Fifteen native 
officers and 370 non-commissioned officers and men make up the State 
foice, A jail, a hospital, anda middle school are the important public 
institutions at Imphal, which has a population of about 70,000. There 
are also thirty primary schools in the State, 

Nothing is known of the early history of the Manipur Valley, An 
ethnological examinalion seems to point to the conclusion that the 
population comprises immigrants from different directions, there being no 
ethnic uniformity among them, About 1714, a Naga Chief, named 
Panheiba, was the ruler. He adopted Hinduism under the name of Gharib 
Nawaz, together with his people, and since then the principal religion of 
the country has been Hinduism. There seem to have been constant conflicts 
between the Manipuris and the Burmans until 1762, when Jai Singh, a 
grandson of Gharib Nawaz, sought British protection. ‘The force sent to his 
help was, however, withdrawn, and Manipur was left to itself, After the 
Burmese war, Gambhir Singh, the son of Jai Singh, was declared an inde- 
pendent prince by the treaty of Yandaboo, Two ranges of hills between the 
eastern and western bends of the Barak river were added to the Manipur 
State in 1833, When the Burmese war came to a close, the Ninghthi was 
miide the boundary in the east. But,later on, the Kubo Valley was surrendered 
to the Burmans, and the eastern base of the Yomadaung hills was made the 
limit or the Burmese border, and the Rajah was given a monthly com- 
pensation of Rs, 500. The-next year, Gambhir Singh died, leaving an infant 
son, Chandrakirthi Singh, with Nar Singh, his uncle, as regent. Nar Singh 
attempted to take the country to himself, and the Rani with herson, Chand- 
rakirthi, fed from it, After the death of Nar Singh in 1850, Chandra- 
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kirthi returned and was ruler until 1886. In 1879 when the Angami Nagas 
rose in rebellion and killed the British Deputy-Commissioner, the Rajah 
sent his forces under Colonel Johnson, the Political Agent, against the 
rebels, For this service the Chief was made a K.C.S,1, Again, in the 
Burmese war of 1885, he was helpful to the British, Sur Chandra 
Singh succeeded his father, Chandrakirthi, in 1886, but there were serious 
disputes for the gadi among the several members of the ruling family, 
notably among the descendants of Nar Singh. In consequence there was 
a commotion in the palace in September 1890, when Sur Chandra Singh 
retreated to Cachar, renouncing his claims, and the Jubraj, Kula Chandra 
Singh, was recognised as the ruler of the State. But it was thought that his 
brother, the Senapathi, exercised a bad influence over the palace, and if 
was determined toremovehim. For this purpose, Mr. Quinton, the Chief 
Commissioner, accompanied by the Political Agent and other Officers, 
visited Manipur on the 22nd March 1891. This created much confusion ; 
and on the 24th idem when a party of soldiers proceeded to the palace to 
arrest the Jubraj and the Senapathi, the people rebelled, and the 
fighting lasted the whole day. Lieutenant Brackenbury was killed. There 
was anarmistice towards the evening, and Mr. Quinton, in company with 
other officers, went to the palace to meet the Senapathi. ‘They could 
not come fo any amicable settlement; and as the party was about to return, 
Mr, Grimwood, the Political Agent, was speared, and Mr. Quinton and 
three others, with the buglers, were beheaded by the common executioner, 
After this, Mr, Melvill, the Telegraph Superintendent, and a signaller were 
also killed. fo avenge these outrages a British force was sent {o Manipur, 
and the ring-leaders were brought to trial, The Senapathi was executed, and 
Kulachandra Singh and the other leaders were deported to the Andamans, 

The present Chief, His Highness the Rajah Chura Chand, was then 
selected from a collateral branch of the ruling house and placed on the gadi, 
He was sent to the Ajmir College for his education, and the administration 
was entrusted to the Political Agent. From 1891 to 1893, the country was 
much disturbed by the raids of the hill tribes, but order was soon restored, 
In 1901 Lord Curzon visited the State on his way from Cachar to Burma. 
The young Chief was invested with full powers in 1907, Forced labour 
was abolished, and with it domestic slavery ceased to exist. A new system 
of taxation and of land revenue has been introduced and is worked without 
any trouble. The management of forests has been placed on a sound 
basis, Trade is growing, and the fisheries yield an annual intome of 
about 50,000 rupees, The revenue of the State is nearly five-Jakhs, The 
Rajah enjoys a salute of eleven guns, 

li may be hoped that the training that His Highness has received will 
make him a loyal Chief and capable Ruler, 
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HIS HIGHNESS THI NAWAB 
MUSHTAQUL HASAN KHAN BAHADUR 
NAWAB OF BAONI 


Baoni is a little Mahomedan sanad State in the Bundelkhand 
Agency of Central India. It covers an area of 122 square miles and has a 
population of about 20,000. It is usually administered by the Chief 
himself, who exercises the powers of a District Magistrate in British terri- 
tory, but the more important and serious cases are disposed of by the 
Political Agent. ‘The total revenue of the principality is a little over a 
lakh ‘There is a small police force of sixty olneers and men, Education 
is imparted in three schools, and medical relief is yiven in one hospital, 
The Chiefs of Baoni trace their descent from  Imdad-ul-mulk 
Ghazi-ud-din, the grandson of Asaf Jah, Nizam of Hyderabad, About 1784 
he won fhe favour of the Peshwa and received from him a jaghir of fifty. 
two villages near Kalpi. At the time of the British advent, Nawab Nasir- 
ud-daula held only forty-nine of the villages, the rest having been taken 
away by the Mahratta rulers, In'1806 he recovered possession of all the 
villages originally granted by the Peshwa, Amir-ul-mulk was the Chief 
in 1815, and after him came his son, Nawab Muhammad Husain Khan 
He and bis son, Mahdi Hasan Khan, rendered very faithful service during 
the Mutiny by saving the lives of many Europeans at great personal risk, 
In recognition of the liberal measures adopted by him, many oriental titles 
were conferred on him. Owing to failing health, the Chief handed over the 
management of the State to the British, and this arrangement continued til 
1888, when, at his own request, his son was invested with full powers 
During a pilgrimage to Mecca in 1898, Nawah Muhammad Hasan Khan 
passed away, and bis nephew, Muhammad Riaz-ul-Hasan Khan, succeeded 
to the gadi, and ruled over the principality till his death after a brief illness 
in the middle of 1911, His minor son, Mushitaqul Hasan Khan Bahadur, 
born on the 7th February 1896, is the present Nawb. The State is under 
the management of the Court of Wards, His Highness is entitled to a 
salute of eleven guns, : 


HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARANA 
SHRI DAULATSINHJEE 
THAKORE SAHEB OF LIMBDI 

The State of Limbdi is situated in the eastern part of the peninsula of 
Kathiawar in the Presidency of Bombay. It comprises forty-nine jurisdic- 
tional villages with a population of 33,287. It also includes thirty-four 
villages in the British District of Ahmedabad and about forty-four held by 
its Bhayats as appanages given by Limbdli to its cadets at different times in 
the past. These two latter portions formed an integral part of the State 
at the time of the treaty with the British Government, which this State was 
the first among the Kathiawar Priucipalities to enter into in 1807, Both 
these sets of villages were then clearly regarded as under the jurisdiction of 
Limbdi and were guaranteed by that treaty. However, with respect to these 
Zilla villages, an erroneous view, it ts said, came to be taken by the British 
authorities of the true effect and interpretation of the treaty of Bassein 
made by the Peshwa, Bajirao II, with the Board of Directors in 1802 ; and 
as the result of the mistake, the territorial jurisdiction over these villages 
was held to vest in the British Government, the full revenue rights being left 
to Limbdi, By a similar misconception of the true status of Limbdi’s 
Bhayats with respect to their amenability to the jurisdiction and the autho- 
tity of the Limbdi State as it existed at the time of the said treaty with 
Col, Walker in 1807, and in misapprehension of the true relations that had 
continued between the Chief and the Bhayats ever since, the latter were 
placed under the jurisdiction of the British Agency so late as 1866, during 
the minority of the late Thakore Saheb Sir Jaswatsinhjee, Limbdi has not 
ceased to represent its claims to the proper authorities, wha, itis hoped, 
will see their way to restore to it ils old and just rights. Pending these 
two important questions, the jurisdiction of Limbdi at present extends 
over an area of 84% square miles, It is a second-class State among 
the Kathiawar Principalitics, and its Chief enjoys the honour of a 
salute of nine guns, The gross total revenue, including that of the 
non-jurisdictional villages, is approximately five lakhs of rupees. Limbdi 
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the capital, is a railway station on the B,G, J. P. Railway. Among 
the noteworthy places in the town are the Durbar Palace, the Office 
Buildings, the Lal Bungalow, the Guest House, and the Wodehouse 
Vegetable Market. The soil, which is in some parts black and in 
others red, is largely composed of sand, Only a fourth ofthe | 
total area is under cultivation. The principality is unfortunately liable 
to inundations, and suffered heavily from this calamity in 1878-79 and 
in 1899-1900, Cotton and grainsare cultivated on a large scale, The only 
manufacture is coarse cotton cloth, The State has one cotton ginning 
factory. Before the introduction of railway lines in those parts, the agri- 
cultural produce of Limbdi was exported from Dholera, but it is now 
carried by the Bhavnagar-Wadhwan Railway, Only in four villages 
the revenue is collected in produce, and in the rest, in cash, Limbdi ig ad- 
ministered by a municipality. There is a small force of about a hundred 
men, of whom thirty are mounted, Almost an cqual number of men 
constitute the police. Education is imparted in more than twenty  insti- 
tutions, and medical aid is alforded in one dispensary. 

‘The Thakore Saheb of Limbdi, H, H. the Maharana Shree Daulatsinh- 
jee, born on the 11th July 1869, belongs to the Zalla family of Rajputs and 
traces his lineage from Manguji, the second son of Harpaldeo, who lived in 
the time of Karan Vaghelo, the last Rajput king of Gujrat. Harpaldeo re- 
ceived from him a grant of 1,800 villages in recognition of services 
rendered, Manguji obtained eighty-four villages from his brother as his 
appanage and fixed his capital at the village of Jambu, fourteen miles 
north of Limbdi. His descendants were engaged in incessant warfare 
with their neighbouring chieflains and had constantly to withstand 
the inroads of the Mahomedans. In this state of things they had 
fo shift their capital to Kundni, After many generations came the 
chivalrous and handsome Khetoji, the hero of many an old and popular 
ballad in Kathiawar. His equally brave son succcecled in driving away the 
Mahomedlan armies from the neighbourhood of Jambu and again establish- 
ed his capital at the old seat. It was subsequently removed to Siani and 
later on to Limbdi. Another striking personality of the ruling house was 
Harbhamji 1, distinguished for his bravery and heroic exploits. His 
successor, Harisinhji, who was known as an astute Chief, made the 
treaty already alluded to with Colonel Walker, the British Resident 
at Baroda, It marks the most important erain the history of this 
State, The iribute payable according to if was permanently fixed, 
and the extant possessions of Limbdi were recognised and 
guaranieed by the British Government. The fourth in succession 
to Harisinhjee was Sir Jaswalsinhjee, ihe Jate Thakore Saheb 
He was one ofthe most illustrious of the rulers of Limbdi, 


ti. H. THE THAKORE SAHMB OF LIMBDI 357 


From his childhood he gave promise of a very bright career, 
and while receiving his education at the Rajkumar College, Rajkot, just 
then established, he won the highest opinion of Mr. Chester Mac- 
naughten, Principal of the College, and invariably elicited remarkable com- 
mendations from the Political Officers who happened to visit it, 
by his uncommon intelligence, knowledge, and noble bearing, and by 
his affable and courteous manners. The Governor of Bombay, in his 
Administration Report for the year 1872—74, was pleased to record, 
“The young Thakore is the most promising of the princes of the Rajkumar 
College.’ After completing his study, Sir Jaswatsinhjee sailed for 
England in 1876, and was the first Kathiawar Chief to proceed to that 
country. While there, he had the honour of meeting many distinguished 
personages. During his minority, the administration of the State was 
under the control of the British Government, but as he had gained 
their confidence by his abilities, he was installed on the gadi even 
at the early age of eighteen. He enjoyed the distinction of being 
the first Chief nominated as a Member of the Legislative Council 
of Bombay at the time when that body consisted of a very 
limited and specially selected number. Sir James Fergusson, the then 
Governor of Bombay, wrote to him on the occasion in the following 
highly complimentary terms:— “My dear Friend, A vacancy occurs in 
the Logislative Council of this Presidency on the 17th Instant. [t has 
occurred to me that possibly you may not be averse to accept a seat. 
‘The ordinary tenure is two years, The motive in offering it to you is my 
sense of your abilities, acquirements, and administration, and my desire 
to mark that sense in a public manner. It will also be personally agree- 
able to me to be thus associated with you.,.....” Sir Jaswatsinhjee went to 
England a second time on the occasion of the Golden Jubilee of H, M. 
Queen Victoria in 1887 as a representative of the Kathiawar Chiefs, and had 
the rare privilege of receiving the decoration of K.C. 1, E., together with 
the Queen’s autograph photo at the gracious hands of Her Majesty herself, 
He then extended his tour to Canada and the United States of America, 
and had the pleasure of seeing President Cleveland. The New York Herald 
then wrote: “ Jaswatsinhji is a young man of about twenty-eight years 
of age, and, from his appearance and bearing, is a fine representative of the 
land where the east,with the richest hand,showers on her kings barbaric pearl 
and gold. In manner he is frank and affable, and his conversation shows 
him to be remarkably fluent anda master of the King’s English as itis 
spoken...” He was regarded as one of the ablest Chiefs of Kathiawar. He 
was equally well-known for his purity of life, his deep religious learning, his 
profound love of philosophy, and for his carnest solicitude for the welfare 
of his subjects, His administrative abilities were more than once testified to 
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by such Governors as Sir James Fergusson and Lord Reay, The latter, in 
apublic utterance, referred to him as follows :—“I was well aware that 
among the States of Kathiawar this was one which was administered with 
sagacity and shrewdness, and it was a very fortunate thing for me when | 
came to Bombay without any knowledge of the Chiefs of Kathiawar, that 
you, Thakore Saheb, were the one I had the pleasure of being thrown in 
frequent intercourse witb, and J must say thai I regret deeply that the link 
which united us in the Legislative Council had to be severed, | know that I 
cannot turn to any one for better advice when ! wantit than to you, in 
matters relating to the great province. On every occasion when I settled 
questions of Iand tenure or of Railway, or that important question of 
transit duties, J have always found that your opinion was worth 
having, and it was given with that straightforwardness and shrewd- 
ness which characterise your words and writings. Mr, Piele, your friend, 
when I came to this Presidency, spoke to me of you as being one of the lead- 
ing Chiefs in this province, His opinion has been quite confirmed by my 
personal experience,” His late Majesty King Edward VII, when Prince of 
Wales, remarked about Sir Jaswatsinhjee that he would never forget the 
young ruler; and such personages as the Duke of Connaught, the Marquis of 
Lansdowne, the Earl of Northbrook, the Marquis of Dufferin, and the 
Marquis of Ripon with whom he had the honour of coming in’ contact at 
different times, were all highly impressed with his uncommon abilities. Sir 
Jaswatsinjee died on the 15th April 1907 withoul issue. 1 had been his 
desire to select a fit successor in case of his leaving no heir, 
and some years before his demise his attention was attracted in Poona to the 
present Thakore Saheb, Daulatsinhjee, then commonly called Col, Dadbha, 
commanding the Imperial Service Troops of the Jamnagar State. Gradually 
the idea matured, and at the time of his death he expressed his wish that the 
British Government would be pleased to recognise Col. Dadbha as his 
successor, This was disputed by another claimant, bul the authorities 
concerned, in consideration of the expressed wish of Sir Jaswatsinhjee as 
well as of the abilities and the filness of the Thakore Saheb Daulatsinhjee 
in every way, formally installed him on the L4th April 1908, 

Thakore Saheb Daulatsinhjee adorns most worthily the place once 
so ably filled by Sir Jaswatsinhjee, He comes of a collateral branch 
of the ruling house of Limbdi holding certain Giras as appanage. Being 
very closely related to the two successive Jamsahebs of Jamnagar as well 
as to the Gondal Chief by the tie of matrimonial alliance, his family had 
received certain villages from both these States, The Thakore Saheb 
was bred up and educated at the court of the late Jamsaheb Sir Vibhaji who, 
finding in him capabilities of a very high order, ontrusted to him the 
organisation of the Imperial Service Corps which that State then 
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offered to raise, In this task he was very successful, He received a pro- 
longed and complete military training at Poona, Deesa, Simla, Mutra, and 
Meeru, and earned high opinions everywhere of the officers he had come 
across, While at Poona, Captain Forbes, the Inspecting Officer ; Col. 
Pegunt, he Commanding Officer, Bombay Southern Lancers ; and Col. 
Jones weres pecially pleased with him, for the high degree of excellence 
he had attained in military parade and camp exercises aswell as for his 
general abilities and courteous manners. As the Commanding Officer of 
the Imperial Service Troops of Jamnagar, he had an occasion to draw to 
himself the notice of Lord Harris, Governor of Bombay, who was pleased 
to refer to himin very eulogistic terms in his speech when he landed at the 
Jamnagar Bundar, In 1901 the Government of India sent a contingent of 
select officers and men from the British Army and the Imperial Service 
Troops of the different States to represent them at the first meeting of the 
Federal Parliament for Australia, Altogether thirty-four Commissioned 
and sixty-six Non-Commissioned Officers were chosen, of whom the 
Thakore Saheb was one, The party set sail from Bombay on the 24th of 
November and landed at Sydney in December. Thence they proceeded 
to Brisbane, where he had the honour of meeting and making the acquaint- 
ance of Lord Laminglon. In the course of the tour, the Thakore Saheb 
saw all the five colonies of Australia, and also Tasmania and New Zealand 
with their principal cities and places of interest, He had the privilege of 
meeting Lord Hopetown and the Premiers of all the colonies. In New 
Zealand he was the guest of the late Mr, Seddon and had the opportunity 
of seeing personally something of the great administrative powers of that 
celebrated statesman, While in Australia and New Zealand, the party were 
treated with extreme kindness, and liberal hospitality. ‘The sudden news 
of the death of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, however, put an end to the res} 
of the programme, and they returned to India, During the Agency admini. 
iration of the Jamnagar State, when the late Jamsaheb Jaswatsinhji was 
under age, the Thakore had been the right-hand man of Colonel Kennedy, 
the Administrator. After the inslallation of the Jamsaheb, however, some 
difference of opinion led to the resignation of Daulatsinhjce's place in that 
State, and the latter was received at once by H. H, the late Rana Saheb of 
Porbandar with great cordiality. Very shortly the death of Thikore 
Saheb Sir Jaswatsinhjee took place, and he was exalted to his present 
position, Thus he became the Chief of Limbdi after a most brilliant 
career, with ripe experience of the world and of the affairs of State, 
anda reputation for oxceptional ability, tact and energy, He is always 
assiduous in looking after the welfare of his subjects, and even in 
the short time since his installation he has been successful in making a 
nameas a very able, enlightened and benevolent ruler, He was the frst 
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among the Kathiawar Chiefs to make educalion entirely free throughout 
his State. His rule has been signalised by another step of like importance 
for the revival and the promotion of the trade of Limbdi. By reason of the 
excellent quality of the cotton as well as of the high cotton producing capaci- 
ties of the surrounding areas, Limbdi had formerly occupied an important 
place as a great centre of colton trade ; but the mean artifice of fraudulently 
mixing bad cotton with good, practised by some people, subsequently lost 
this position for Limbdi., Soon after his assumption of full power, the 
Thakore Saheb directed his first attention to this evil, and, by adopting 
necessary measures and by the establishment of a cotton-press and a cotton 
market at Limbdli, he has succeeded in a large measure in re-establishing 
its former trade. 

By his liberal and intelligent policy for the education of his people 
by his endeavours for the amelioration of the lot of the cultivators, by 
his encouragement of commercial enterprises, and by starting industrial 
concerns, he has already given ample and substantial proofs of his 
deep interest in everything concerning the well-being of his subjects, 
He has not only fully justified the foresight and the judicious selection 
of the late gir Jaswatsinhjce, but has vindicated the high expectations held 
of him by all who had known him. Mr, Fitggerald, the late agent 
to the Governor, Kathiawar, said, at the time of his installationy~ 
“The Limbdi family is thus among the most ancient in the world, and 
you have its glorious traditions to sustain and guide you in the career in 
which you are now about to enter, You yourself have had to my mind 
an excellent training for the position you are now called upon to fill, 
Educated and, in a great measure, brought up at Jamnagar under the eye of 
your first cousin, the ate Jam Vibhaji, you were entrusted by that Chief 
with the command of the Jamanagar Imperial Service Lancers, which you 
practically raised, organised and (rained, and of which you remained in 
command for thirleen years, During that time and even after it, you 
were attached to various British Cavalry Regiments, both Native and 
European, for training, and invariably won the good opinion of the vati- 
ous commanding Officers under whom you served. That distinguished 
soldier, the late Col, Chisholm, commanding ihe fifth Royal Irish Lan- 
cers, I know, formed the very highest opinion of your qualities as an olfi- 
cer and of your personal character and recorded of you thal you ware a 
‘splendid officer,’ While attached {o the imperial gervice ‘Troops, 
you visited Australia and New Zealand, and, since leaving them, you have 
gained much administrative experience at Porbandar and elsewhere. Your 
record has becn uniformly excellent, and the varied experience that you, 
have, gained combined with the strict sense of discipline and habit of 
command which your military training has given you, should be of the 
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greatest advantage to you as a ruler, You will have no easy task, for the 
responsibilities of a Ruling Chief are great and the temptations many, but 1 
have every confidence from my long knowledge of your character that you 
will discharge your responsibilities with wisdom, that you will rule justly, 
and that the people of your gtate will enjoy to the full all the benefits of an 
enlightened and progressive administration. ” 

The heir-apparent, Yuvraj Shree Digvijaysinhjee, was born on the 
10th April 1896. Hehas gone to England for his education, and he is 
a very bright and promising young Prince. The other members of the 
family of the Thakore Saheb are the Ranisahiba Shree Baluba, three 
younger sons, Kumar Shree Partapsinhjee, Kumar Shree Fatehsinhjee, 
and Kumar Shree Ghanshyamsinhjee, and two daughters, Kunvari Shree 
Rupaliba and Kunvari Shree Ramnik Kunvarba. 

The Thakore Saheb was recently in England, where he won 
golden opinions as a charming and enlightened Prince. He was one 
of the Indian Chiefs invited to the garden party given by Their Majesties 
the King and Queen at Windsor Castle on the 18th July 1912. His 
Highness isa great believer in the progressive influence of education 
among any people, and, when he was in England, he gave eloquent public 
utterance to this conviction, His military training, wide knowledge of 
affairs, extensive travels, and the rare opportunities he has enjoyed of 
acquiring an intimate knowledge in all intricate matters of administration, 
have made him an ideal ruler, and Limbdi has under him already taken 
a high place among the Protected Native States in the Western Presidency, 


HIS HIGHNESS THE RAJE BAHADUR 
SHRIRAM SAVANT BHONSLE 
SAR DESAI OF SAVANTVADI 


The Mahratta Stale of Savantvadi in the Bombay Presidency covers 
an aiea of 925 squate miles and contains a population of about 225,000, 
made up chiefly of Hindus and Mahomedans, with a few Christians, 
The annual 1evenueis nearly five lakhs of rupees. The ptevailing language is 
Mahratti. The State is divided into three Pethas—Vadi, Kudal and Banda, 
It is surrounded by several mountain ranges, and the whole country presents 
a very picturesque appearance, ‘There is a large tank in the centre of the 
Vadi town, called the Mot Talav (pearl lake), which adds greatly to the 
beauty of the place, The lands were surveyed and settled in 1878, 
The total cullivated area is about 400,000 acres; and there is also a 
reserve forest of 35,000 acres, The forests abound with wild animals, 
among which may be mentioned the tiger, the bear, the panther, the 
bison, the pig, the sambur, and the wild cat, ‘The chief products are rice 
and nacht Among the exports are cocoanul, coir, timber, kus.tcus 
atticles, and lacquered-ware, Tiles and bricks, embroidery, and inlaid 
cocoanut shells are the principal manufactures, A knitting manu. 
factory has been recently opened, There is a factory attached to the 
Vadi jail, Adequate provision is made for medical aid, the Westropp 
Hospital at the capital being very well-equipped and placed in charge of 
a high class Medical Officer, who also superintends the other four dispen- 
saries in the principality. The Westropp Museum contains specimens 
of all indigenous products and industries. Instruction is imparted in 
108 schools, including five girls’ schools, four English schools, and a 
technical school, The Durbar maintains three public libraries and a 
printing press, Thee are nine civil and criminal courts, the Political 
Agent exercising the powers of a Sessions Judge in criminal matters and 
those of a High Court in civil cases. Since 1838 the administration has 
been entrusted {oa Political Superintendent, now called the Political Agent. 
Though there are no railways, several miles of good roads are main- 
tained, and the means of communication arc casy and adequate. The 
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scenery from the sea-coast to the ghats is most supérb, full of wooded 
hills, valleys, gardens, and cocoanut, areca, and palm groves, interspersed 
with peaks ranging from 800 to 3,000 feet, There are extensive pasture 
lands, Some of the peaks are said to have been fortified for centuries : the 
antiquily of Manohar, for instance, asa military station, dates from the 
days of the Mahabharata, 

The rulers of Savantvadi belong to the great Bhonsle family, and trace 
their descent from Mang Savant, The family title of S'ar Desai is said to have 
been originally confeired by the Kings of Bijapur. One of Mang Savant’s 
successors, Khem Savant, who founded the State, made himself independent 
of the Badashaha of Bijapur. After his death in 1640, his son, Sorn Savant, 
ruled for eighteen months. His brother, Lakham Savant, succeeded 
him, and became a vassal and ally of the great Shivaji, who confirmed him 
as Sar Desai of the South Konkan, includin s Savantvadi. After him came 
his brother, Phond Savant, In the days of his son, Khem Savant II, 
the ptincipality received further grants from Shahu, He entered into a 
treaty with fhe British against the pirate, Kanoji Angria of Kolaba, From 
1755 to 1803, another Khem Savant, generally known as Khem Savant the 
Great, was the Chief of Savantvadi, He married a daughter of Jayaji Sindhia, 
and obtained from the Moghul Emperor the title of Raje Bahadur, 
He passed away in 1803, and his widow, Lakshmi Bai, adopted in 1805 
one Ramachandra Savant or Bhau Sahib, ‘The latter was, however, shortly 
afterwards murdered, and Phond Savant, another scion of the Bhonsle 
family, succeeded to the gadi, He died in 1812 leaving a minor, Kbem 
Savaul, who continued to 1ule over the State until 1870. From 1870 to 
1900, Raghunath Savant was the Sar Desai of Savantvadi. On hus death, 
his cousin, the present Chief, His Highness the Raje Bahadur Shriram 
Savant Bhonsle, became the ruler. In 1909 he was given the control of 
the three departments of Durbar, Paga and Devasthan, 

The Sar Desai has one son, Khem Savant, commonly known as. 
Bapu Sahib, and four daughters by his first wife, who died in 1902, He has 
since married the eldest daughter of the late Rajah Saheb of Akalkot, 
The heir-apparent is about fifteen years of age, and after a caeful train- 
ing in India under Miss Moxon and Lieutenant Tate of Kolhapur, he has 
gone to England (o complule his education, He is now studying at 
Malvern, The two elder daughters are married, the first to His Highness 
the Rajah of Dhar, and the second to his brother, Sethuiam Baba Pawar, 
the Jaghirdar of Multan, The Chief ts entitled to a salute of nine guns. 

‘The State is being very efficiently administered by the Sar Desai, who 
is held in high esteem both by the Bombay Goyeimment and by the 


subjects of Savantyadi, 
dt 


HIS HIGHNESS NAWAB 
SIDI IBRAHIM MAHOMED YAKUT KHAN 
NAWAB OF SACHIN 


Sachin is a small State, forty-two square miles in extent, in the 
Surat Political Agency of the Bombay Presidency. It is, however, a rich 
and resourceful principality with 80,000 inhabitants, yielding an annual 
revenue of over two lakhs and a half, Tanks and wells constitute the 
chief sources of irtigation, Coarse cotton cloth is the only manufacture 
of any note, The Nawab exercises full sovereign powers over his subjects 
in both civil and crimmal mattets, He is entitled to a salute of nine 
guns, 

Sachin, nine miles from Suiat,is on the 8, B, & C.L, Railway, and 
contains the Palaces of {he Nawab, a small fott, a jail, a dispensary, and 
a dharamsala, Itis connected by a good imetalled road with Surat, 
Within the limits of (his State is the pleasant and important sanitarium 
of Dumas, in which many gentlemen from Bombay, Surat, aud Abmeda. 
bai have bu I( bunguows for use in the hot weather, The climate of the 
State as a whole is very healthy, 

‘ The family of the Nawabs of Sachin is aq off-shoot of that of 
Janjira. As mentioned in the sketch of Janjita, it supplied a umber 
of Admirals under the kings of Ahmednagar and Bijapur, and 
afterwards transferred its allegiance lo the Moghul Emperors. The origin 
god caceer of the family as rulers of Janjira have already been detailed, 
In 1784 Baloo Miyan, the rightful heir to Janjira, was expelled the State 
by a member of a junier section of the family, and the exiled 
prince took refuge with the Peshwa in the hope of getting back 
the State through him. But the Peshwa was not enthusiastic 
in the matter, and it dragged on for some time until Baloo 
Miyan sought the aid of Sir Charles Malel, the British Resident 
in Poona, Lord Cornwalhs, the Viceroy, became interested in 
Baloo Miyan, and through British intervention, a treaty was made with 
the Peshwg in 1791, by which Baloo Miyan was Ip receive in perpeuily 4 
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territory in Guyarat equal in value to the territory of Janjira. The tract so 
conferred on him constituted a pargana in the neighbouhocd of Surat, 
yielding an annual income o! Rs, 75,000. It consisted ot twenty villages, 
seventeen in the Chorasi division, and three in the Jalalpur division of 
the Surat District. He made Lajpore on the Mindola river his capital, and 
was allowed the title of Nawab on payment of a Nazarana to the Moghul 
Emperor at Delhi, Latterly he changed his residence to Sachin, He was 
succeeded by his son, Ibrahim Mahomed Yakut Khan. In his days the 
State became overburdened with debt, and the Buitish had to intervene 
and take up the management in 1835, giving him a.monthly allowance of 
Rs, 3,800, Ibrahim Mahomed Yakut Khan died in 1858, and his son, 
Abdul Katim Khan, succeeded him. He was a much resvected ruler and 
enjoyed the special confidence of the British Government. ‘The State 
was made over to him, though a balance of five lakhs of rupees remained 
unpaid, and an agreement was entered into, by which he undertook 
fo liquidate the debt by paying annually Rs, 35,000. A sanad of 
adoption was granted to him in 1866, and special privileges were 
conferred on the family, On his death in 1869, the eldest of his three song, 
Ibrahim Mahomed Yakut Khan, became the Nawab; the secund son, 
Abdul Gani Khan, resided mainly in Bombay and Poona, and died some 
(wenty years ago; and the third son, Abdul Rahim Khan, now stays in the 
Nizam’s Dominions, 

Nawab Ibrabim Mahomed Yakut Khan passed away ia 1873, leaving 
the succession to his son, Abdul Kadir Khan. During his minority ihe 
State was under British management, In 1886 he was entrusted with the 
administration, but finding himself unable 1o cope with the intrigues 
around him, be abdicated in 1889, in favour of his three-year-old son 
Abrahim Khan, Nawab Abdul Kadir Khan expited in December 1896, a 
the carly age of thirly. 

Captain His Highness Nawab Sidi Ibrahim Mahomed Yakut Khan, 
Mubazarat Dawla Nasrat Jung Bahadur, the present ruler, was brought up 
in his infancy by a European lady, Miss Rix. He was then sent to the Raj 
Kumar College, Rajkote, where he remained until 1902, when he joined 
the Mayo College. At Rajkote he was known for his remarkable cleverness. 
He made very good progress in his studies, and the College authorities 
taught him separately, From 1904 to 1906 he received his military training 
in the Imperial Cadet Corps. He (ormed part of the escort of Theit Royal 
Highnesses (he Plince and the Princess of Wales at Calculla when they 
toured round India in 1905-06, After leaving the Corps, he returned to 
ihe State to gain administrative experience, and was invested wilh full 

“powers onthe di May (907, In 1906 he married Fatima Sultan Johan 


Sed yHE RULING CHIEFS, NOBLES AND ZAMINDARS OF INDIA 


Begum, the only daughter of his uncle, Nawabzada Nasrullah Khan, He 
has three sons, of whom the eldest, Nawabzada Mahomed Hyder Khan 
is six years old. The Begum Saheba breathed her Jast on the 15th Decem 
ber 1913 after the birth of the third son, Nawabzada Mahoined Kaiser 
Khan. The second son, Nawabzada Mahomed Sitruhr ihan, is four 
years of age. 

The Nawab holds an Honorary Commission in the British Army in 
India and was for four years anda half Honorary A, D.C, to FL E, Lord 
Lamington and H. E. Lord Sydenham, Governors of Bombay, 

The Slate maintains a Police Force of 120 men, 20 sowats, and 25 
irregulars, and also owns two 9 pounder guns. 

Mr. Maniram Ambaram is the Dewan, and the following are the other 
officers of the State, Judicial Commissionet—~Nawabzada Nasrullah Khan, 
Bar-at-Law ; Naib Dewan—Pirzada Motamiah Saheb ; Hazur Assistant— 
Bhailal Vishwanath ; Private Secietary~Balajirao Krishna Rao ; A, D. 
C’s—Sahebzada M, A, Karim Khan, Sheikh Abdul Aziz, Mir Jamaluddin 
Khan ; Chief Inspector of Police—Mr, Daniel ; and Chief Wngineer— 
Mr, C. J, Jacobi. 

The Nawab has two brothers the elder, Nawabzaca Alimed Khan, 
who is twenty-six years ol age, is at present in the Nizam’: 2nd Imperial 
Service Lancers at Hyderabad ; and the younger, Nawabzada Abdul Karim 
Khan, junior to him by two years, has recently obtained his B, A. degree 
at Balliol, Oxford, and is now qualifying himself for the Bar. He has 
been resident in England for the last thilteen years. 

The administration of the State is carried on under the immediate 
supervision ot the Nawab Saheb, and all the subjects are contented and 
happy. The Nawab Saheb isa capable ruler and has introduced many 
reforms in his State, 


HIS HIGHNESS 1H& 'HAKORE SAHEB 
HARISINHJI JAISINA]I 
THAKORE SAHEB OF DHROL 


The second-class State of Dhro! in the Kathiawar Peninsula is an off- 
shoot of Cuich, It has an area of 283 square miles and a population of 
about 25,000. Its income is nearly two lakhs. There are eight schools and 
one dispensary. The police ferce numbers one hundred and forty-four, 
The Chief of Dhrel is entitled to a salute of nine guns, i 

Tradition ascribes the origin of Dhrel to the following circum- 
stances:—Hardholji and his brother, Jam Rawal, were the founders of 
Dhrol and Nawanagar respectively. Jasoyi, the eldest son of Hardholji, 
succeeded his father as the Chief of Dhrol. 

In a quarrel with his maternal uncle, Raysinhji, the Rajah of Halwad, 
Jasoji lost his life, and he was succeeded by his eldest son, Bamaniyoji. 
We then pass through the times of Hardholji, Mohadji, Pachanji, 
Galoji, and Shanghoji, During the days of the Jast ruler, Nawanagar was 
invaded by the Mahomedans, He went to the help of the Nawanagar 
Chief, and was slain in battle. He was succeeded by his brother, Junojee. 
During Junojee’s time, owing {o a severe famine in Cufch, many inhabitants 
fled fiom that country and settled down in Dhrol. It was he who 
saved again Nawanagar from the intrigues of the minister, Govardhan 
Singh, when the latter attempted on behalf of his sister, the wife of the 
deceased Jam, to place a false heir on the gad:, Junojee killed the wily 
minister with his own hand and restored Nawanagar to the brother of the 
late Jam. Junojee was succeeded by his eldest son, Khetoji, After him came 
Kaloji 1, who was murdered by Dangra Bayat. His successor was his 
brother, Vaghaji, a very valiant prince. Itis said that in his time the 
Mahatajah of Jodhpur with bis followers passed to Dwarka through Dhrol, 
The disturbance cieated by his retinue brought about a quarrel between 
Vaghaji and the Maharajah, in which the Jodhpur army was defeated 
and the Chief had (o refurn to his place ; hence the common saying in 
Dhrol, ditaya Dwarka or “ Here is Dwarka.” Vaghaji, it would appears 
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reigned for cighty years, When he died, he was succeeded by his eldest 
son, Jaisinhji or Dadabhai. After him came Nathoji and Modji, The 
chief event in the latter's reign was the uniled but fruitless atterpt made 
by the Jadgja Chiefs of Kathiawar to free the Jam of Nawanagar from the 
interferences of Meharaman, the Chief Minister. Modji was succeeded by 
his son, Bhupatsiahji, It was during his reign that Colonel Walker, the 
British Resident in Baroda, visited Kathiawar in 1808-09, for the purpuse 
of fixing the tributes to be paid by the Chiefs of that Peninsula, According 
to the settlement, Bhupatsinhji got from Nawanagar the district of 
Sarapdad in 1812. He died in 1845, and was succeeded by his son, Jaya- 
sinbji 1], who continned to rule over Dbrol (il 1886. He was a wise 
and successful Chief, A scholar himself, he patronized learning. He 
improved the administiation in several ways; many public build- 
ings were put up; roads were constructed; gardens were laid out ; 
and numerous dharmasalas were brought into existence, Great irrigation 
works were also undertaken, A fine palace was erected in Dhrol, and 
a wall was built round the city, In the great famine of 1877-78, he render- 
ed help to his subjects and saved them by distributing provisions free of 

. cosi, He was succecded by ihe present popular Ruler, His Highness the 
Thakore Saheb Harisinhji Jaisinhji. 


The Chief has made an extensive tour through Upper India, He is 
a lover of music and the fine arts, and ‘is known for his great 
hospitality. Among the improvements effected during Ins lime may be 
mentioned the Victoria Diamond Jubilee Dispensary and the Pritchard 
Girls’ School. The town has been beantified wilh a clock-lower, 
His Highness spent large sums of money during the famines of 1900-01 
and 1902-08, in relieving the poor and the distressed. He has two song, 
Daulatsinhj: and Samatsinhji, both of whom have received good 
education at the Rajkumar College, Rajkot, The elder of them is now 
under practical training ie administrative work, [. S. Dipsinhji, the son 
of the heir-apparent, and If. S. Umedsinhji, the eldest son of the cadet, 
have had several years’ training at the Rajkumar College, Rajkot; and 
they hold at present responsible positions in the State, 


The Thakore Saheb is ably assisled in the administration by the 
talenled Dewan or Karbhart-in Chief, Azam Mulshankar Dayaram Dave. 
This gentleman has given to the Dhrol Slate nearly a quarter of a century 
of service, the major portion of which has been passed in the onerous and 
responsible office which he now holds. He isa native of Rajkot, and is 
une of the ablest men that have given their best time and cnergy tu the 
welfare of the Native Stalos in the Western Presidency. 


HIS HIGHNESS THE RAO BAHADUR 
DURJAN SAL SINGH 
RAO BAHADUR OF KHILCHIPUR 


The Khilchipur State 1s a mediatized chiefship 1» the Bhopal 
Agency of Central India. It covers an area of 273 square miles, and 
has a population of more than 30,000. A little more than a fourth of the 
area 1s under cultivation, and an equal portion is covered by forests. Jowar, 
cotton, poppy, and wheat are the chief products. The climate is temperate, 
and the average rainfall is thirty-two inches. For adtninistrative purposes 
the State is divided into three tahsils, each in charge of a Tahsildar, The 
Chief exercises full powers in civil and revenue matters, but all serious 
criminal cases are disposed of by the Political Agent in Bhopal. The 
annual revenue amounts ‘to nearly a lakh and a half, of which 
the sum of Rs, 12,625 is paid as tribute to the British Governinent. 
The Durbar maintains a small force of 165 infantry, which seives as a 
body-guard to the Chief. There are besides 25 cavalry and 300 
infantry doing police work without prejudice to their legitimate dulies, 
The capital, Khilchipur, is at the foot of the Vindhyas, During 
the régime of the Mahomedan kings, it was known as Khiljipur, but its 
original name was Khichipur, The rulers of Khilchipur are [Chichi 
Rajputs, of the well-known Chauhan clan, Ugrasen, who had found- 
ed the State in 1544, teft his country owing to family quarrels, and 
obtained from the Moghul Emperor parganas which are now merged in 
the Indore and Gwalior principalities. During the settlement of Malwa 
in 1819, a dispute arose regarding the succession, when, at the instance 
of the Gwalior State, the British intervened, and recognized the claims of 
Diwan Sher Singh, a boy of five years, In 1869 he was succeeded by his 
nephew, Amar Singh, who won the hereditary distinction of Rao Bahadur 
in 1878, Hisson, Bhawani Singh, came to the gadi in 1899, The present 
minor Chief, His Highness the Rao Bahadur Durjan Sal Singh, was born 
on the 26th August 1897. He enjoys asalute of nine guns, ‘The State 
is now under British management, 
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HIS HIGHNESS THE NAWAB 
SIR AMIR-UD-DIN AHMED KHAN BAHADUR, B.C.LE., 
NAWAB OF LOHARU 


The Mahomedan State of Loharu in the Punjanh has an area of 
222 square miles and a population of 15,000. It is under the political 
control of the Commissioner of Delhi, The revenne does nol much 
exceed a lakh of rupees. The chief town, Loharu, is filty-twa miles 
from Hissar. It contains the palace of the Nawab and the usual 
public offices, such as a hospital, a jail, and a post and telegraph office, 
The founder of the State was Ahmad Baksh Khan, an Afghan, 
who was in the employ of the Rajah of Alwar. Tt was through him that 
negotiations between Lord Lake and the Rajah of Alwar were carried on at 
the beginning of the Jast century; and, as a reward, he had from the 
Rajah the Loharu tracts in perpetuity, and from the East India Company 
the pargana of Firozpur. Bul the latter was confiscated in the days of his son, 
Shams-ud-din Khan, who was executed at Delhi in 1835 for compassing the 
murder of Mr. Fraser, the British Resident, The Loharu State was, however, 
made over to his two brothers, Amin-ud-din and Zia-ud-din, who had no 
share in the conspiracy. They were in Delhi during the siege of 
1857, The title of Nawab was conferred on Ala-ud-din, the son of Amin- 
ud-din. The present Chief, His Highness the Nawab Sir Amir-ud-din Ahmed 
Khan Bahadur Fakhar-ad-Daula, K.C. 1 ., born in 1860, succeeded his 
father, Ala-ud-din, in 1884. He is known asa successful ruler, and enjoys 
the special confidence of the Government of India, From 1893 to 1903 
he was the administrator of Maler Kotla during the minority of the Chief 
of that State, Loharu was then managed hy the Nawah's younger 
brother. In appreciation of his capacity and services, His Highness 
was made aC. 1, E.in 1898, anda K.C.L E. in tg97. In commemoration 
of the Coronation Durbar of 1903, the Nawab Saheb opened an English 
charitable dispensary, the first of its kind ever established in the princi- 
pality, The same ycar a salute of nine guns was granted to him as a 
personal distinction. 


HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARANA 
SHRI JORAWARSINGH]! PRATAPSINGH]JI 
RAJAH OF SUNTH 


Sunth is a small second-class State in ihe Rewa Kantha Agency of 
Bombay, with an area of 394 square miles and a population of about 
50,000. The ruling family is one of the oldest in the country claiming descent, 
with the Chiefs of Dhar, from the famous Vikramaditya and Bhoj of ancient 
India, The revenue is about two lakhs, of which the sum of Rs, 5,384-9-10 
is paid as tribute to the British Government. Sunth is divided into two 
parts by a range of hills, and the climate is a little malarial. The Chief 
exercises full powers free from the intervention of the political Agent, and is 
entitled to a salute of nine guns, As collateral with the family of Dhar, the 
ruling house belongs to the Mahipawat clan of the Paramara sect of Rajputs. 
It is traditionally believed that about the tenth century one Jhalam Singh, 
from Mount Abu, became the Rajah of Jhalod in the Panch Mahals, ‘The 
fifth in descent, also a Jhalam Singh, had a beautiful daughter whom 
the Mahomedan emperor wanted to marry ; and as the proud Rajput 
Chieftain did not consent to the degrading alliance, he was overpowered 
by the imperial forces and killed in battle. His son, Rana Sunth, about the 
middle of the thirteenth century, conquered the Bhil Chief of Brahma- 
puri, and took possession of his principality. He changed the name of 
the capital into Sunth, and thus established his dynasty there, There is 
another tradition that the Sunth family came directly from Dhar when 
that country was conquered by Mahomedans. In the fifteenth century, it 
was tributary to the Sullans of Ahmedabad ; and at the time of the 
settlement of Malwa, it was ravaged by Sindhia, Through the interven- 
tion of Sir John Malcolm, the State was allowed to continue on an annual 
payment of 6,100 rupees, until it came under British protection. Since 
1826 it has been in the Rewa Kantha Agency, Maharana Shri Pratap- 
singhji ruled the State from 1873 to 1906, when the present Chief, His 
Highness the Maharana, Shri Jorawarsinghji Pratapsinghyi, born on the 
24th March 1901, succeeded him as a minor, 


HIS HIGHNESS THE RAJAH 
PRATAP SINGH 
RAJAH OF ALI-RAJPUR 


‘The State of Ali-Rajpur in the Bhopawar Agency of Central India takes 
its name from Ali and Rajpur, the old and present capitals of the State. It 
was once known as Ali«Mohan from the two foris, Ali and Mohan. But 
now Mohan is in the sister State of Chota Udaipur, The 
population is about 50,000, The Chief exercises the powers of a first-class 
Magistrate, tbe more heinous crimes being tried by the Political Agent. 
The revenue does not much exceed a lakh, The ruling family claims 
descent from the famous Rathor house of Jodhpur. It was foundec! 
by Ude Deo or Anand Deo in 1437, Of histwo greal-grandsons, Gugal Deo 
and Kesar Deo, the former succeeded to Ali-Rajpur, and the falter obfainec 
the tracts that now comprise the Jobat State. [In 1818 when Rana 
Pratap Singh was the ruler, one Musafir Makrani was the Minister, who 
subsequently rose to be the Manager of the State for Jaswant Singh, the 
posthumous son of Pratap Singh, ‘There was some opposition from [esvi 
Singh, a nephew of the former Chief, bul this was set right through British 
intervention, In 1821 disputes between the Dhar State and Ali-Rajpur were 
settled, Dhar gave up its feudal rights over Ali-Rajpur, and the British 
Government was permitted to collect 11,000) rupees from ft, on 
condition that it paid Rs, 10,000 to the Dhar durbar, and maintained 
(he Agra-Bombay road police. Jaswant Singh died in 1862, ane be 
had willed his State fo his sons in equal shares, ‘This will was set aside 
by the Government, who recognised his eldest son, Ganga Deo, as ruler. 
He was deposed in 1871 for incompetency, when his younger brother, 
Rup Deo, was placed oa the gad On his dying childless in 1881, 
the Government of India selected Bijai Singh from the Sondwa Thakar's 
family. [a 1890 Rana Bijai Singh passed away, and bis cousin, Pratap 
Singh, the present Chief, succeeded him, THis Highness was educated at 
the Daly Cullege, Indore, la recognition of his able and successful 
administration, the hereditary distinclion of Rajah was conferred on him 
at the Dell Durbar of 1011, and he is entitled to a salute of ning guns. 


HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAWAL 
SHRI INDARSINGH]JI 
RAJAH OF BANSDA 


Bansda is asmall second-class State of 215 square miles in extent 
under the political control of the Surat Agency, Bombay, The population 
does not much exceed 40,000, About half the area is cultivable, but 
only a fourth is under cultivation, Excepting thirty-four mounted 
men and thirty-three Arab-guards, there are no regular troops in the 
State. The police force numbers nearly 150, and there is one jail. 
Education is imparted in fifteen institutions, one of them being a 
girls’ school. The children of the forest tribes receive free instruc- 
tion in the Durbar schools, Medical relief is given at one hospital, and 
there ts also a travelling dispensary, The total revenue is about four lakhs, 
‘The Chief exercises full powers and is entitled to a salute of nine guns, The 
ruling family belongs (o the Solanki clan of Rajputs and is styled Vansdia. 
The State appears to have been once very prosperous, if we judge 
from the ruins of old forts, temples and irrigation works, The tracts 
at one time seem to have extended to the sea-coast, but the advent of the 
Mahomedans evidently drove the rulers inlo the interior. The Mahrattas 
were the first lo bring them under subjection ; and by the provisions of the 
trealy of Bassein, the political supervision over Bansda was transferred to the 
British, The late Chief, Rajah Shri Pratapsinghji Gulabsinghji, born on the 
6th December 1863, came to the gad@i on the 6th March 1876, During his 
minority the State was under British management, and the Rajah was 
educated at the Rajkumar College, Rajkot. He was invested with full 
powers in 1885, In 1882 he married Chandra Kunwarba Sahiba of 
Dharampur, Again, in 1886 be married Himat Kunwarba Sahiba of 
Ali-Rajpur, by whom he had a son in 1888, Shri Indarsinghji, By a third 
wife, whom he married in 1889, he had several children, He 
took great interest in improving the agriculture of the State, and it was 
during his time thal the revenue rose from two to four lakhs, After his 
death in 1911, he was sueceeded hy his son, the present Chief, His 
Highness the Maharawal Shri Indarsinghji. 


HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARANA 
SIR AMAR SINGH]! BENI SINGH], KC. 1. E,, 
RAJ SAHEB OF VANKANER 


The second-class hilly State of Vankaner in the Kathiawar Peninsula 
covers an area of 415 square miles with a population of about 30,000, of 
whom more than ahalf are Hindus, and a fourth Mahomedans, besides 
2,000 Jains, The average rainfall is twenty-two inches, The cline, 
though hot, is healthy, Nearly a fourth of the total area has been 
brought under cultivation, and the principal products are grains, sugi-cane 
and cotton, The Durbar pays special attention to horse-breeding, A 
kind of black marble is found in the Stale, ‘The nearest port is Jodiya. 
The revenue exceeds three lakhs, of which the sum of Rs, 18,879 is 
paid as tribute to the British Government and the Nawab of Junagarh, 
‘There is a police force of about a hundred men, more than a dozen of whom 
are mounted, In addition to the principalily, (he Chief owns also the village 
of Khasta in the Ahmadabad District, which gives an annual income of 
nearly 40,000 rupees, ‘There isa ginning factory in the capital. Instruction 
is imparted in fifteen schools, ‘The Raj Saheb exercises full: powers, and is 
entitled’lo a salute of nine guns, Vankaner is an off-shoot of Dhrangadhra. 
It was founded about the end of the sixteenth century by Sartanji, the grand- 
son of Chandra Singhjiof Dhrangadhra, ‘The State is thus connected with 
Dhrangadbra, Limbdi, Vadhwan and ‘than Lakhthar, 1 came under British 
protection at the lime of the Kathiawar settlement in 1807. From 1861 to 
1881 Beni Singhji was the Raj Saheb of Vankaner, On his death he was 
succeeded by his two-year-old son, Amar Singhji Beni Singhji, During his 
minority the State was administered by a Karbhari under Brilish supervision, 
and the, Prince was educated at the Rajkumar College, Rajkot, He has 
travelled widely both in India and Europe, He is an enlightened Chief and 
takes great interest in his work, Among the improvements effccted by him 
may be mentioned the construction of two irrigation tanks at Jaswatsar and 
Mesaria, His Highness the Raj Saheb was made a K.C.1. 1. on the 
occasion of the last Delhi Durbar. 


HIS HIGHNESS THE THAKUR SAHEB 


LAKHAJI BAVAJI 
‘THAKUR SAHEB OF RAJKOT 


Rajkot is a compact second-class State in Kathiawar, Bombay, Ils area 
is 282 square miles, Its population is more than 50,000, Ms revenue 
exceeds three lakhs, of which thesum of Rs, 21,321 is paid as 
tribute to the British Government and the Nawab of Junagarh. 
Education is provided in twenty schools, and there are two dispensaries 
for purposes of medical aid. The Chief exercises full powers, and is 
enlitled to a salute of nine guns. The town of Rajkot has, among several 
other institutions, the well-known Keatinge College, named after Colonel 
Keatinge, V.C, the Political Agent from 1863 {o 1867, It is a fine imposing 
building in the Gothic style, equipped, on a lavish scale, with endowments 
from its old alumni, who are nowChiefs in several States, The Rasulkhanjj 
Hospital, built by the Nawab of Junagarh, is maintained by all the 
Princes of Kathiawar, Within the military limits of the station are found 
a fine church and a clock-tower built by the late Jam Saheb of 
Nawanagar, In the civil portion are erected the Kathiawar Agency 
police lines, and the Rajkot central prison, The State stud-farm and 
dairy, and the artificial tanks irrigating many square miles of the country, 
are also near the own, The ruling family is an off-shoot of that of Naw- 
anagar, The progenitor was Kunwar Vibhoji, a younger son of Ajoji and 
great-grandson of Jam Rawal, the founder of Nawanagar. Rajkot came 
under British protection in 1807 along with the other Kathiawar Princi- 
palities. The present Chief, His Highness the Thakur Saheb Lakhaji Bavaji, 
succeeded to the gad? in 1890. He was of course educated at the Ray- 
kumar College in his own place. He has travelled widely in England 
and India, He is a great sportsman. He has done much to improve 
agriculture in his principality. A State Council, a State Bank, and several 
weaving and flour mills owe their existence to him. He isa very popular 
and influential Chief in Kathiawar. 


HIS HIGHNESS TI MAHARAWAL 
SHR FATEH SINGH] MOTE SINGH]! 
RAJAH OF CHOTA UDAIPUR 


The second-class State of Chota Udaipur or Mohan is in the Politi- 
cal Agency of Rewa Kantha, Bombay. Ils area is 873 square miles, 
The Orissa dividng 1 inlo two equal portions, and the Narbada 
washing ils southern boundary, are its chief rivers, Efilly and) overgrown 
with forests, the country is damp and unhealthy, Fever is endemic. ‘The 
population is about 65,000, consisting mostly of Bhils or Kolis, There are 
also nearly 2,000 Mahomedans, ‘Phe forests cover a litle less than a fouth 
of the total area. There has been a decline in the lands under cultivation 
owing to a reduction in the population, but it may be hoped that the revival 
of the tracts in this matter is not distant. The mineral resources of the State 
seem to be very greal, (hough nothing has been done {6 prospect and work 
them. ‘Timber, colton, and mahuva (lowers are the principal exports. Mohan 
was al one time the capital of the State ; hence the principality is known 
by that name also. ‘The Chief exercises full civil and criminal powers. ‘Che 
revenuc is more than two Jakhs, of which the sum of Rs 8,908 is paid to 
the Gackwar of Baroda as tribute, A military police force of about 270 men 
and a mounted corps of 25 serving as a body-guard to the Rajah, 
constitute the forces maintained by the Durbar. The members of the 
culing family are Chauhan Rajputs, Driven by the Mahomedan rulers, they 
left Rajputana for the Champaner cily and fort in Gujarat in 1944, 
Nearly two centuries anda half later, they fled from that plaice before Mahmud 
Begara, and, branching into two divisions, founded the sister States of 
Chota Udaipur and Bariya, During the trying days of the Muliny, Rajah 
Jit Singhji, the Chief of Chota Udaipur, declined to join Tantia ‘Popi, who 
was defeated by General Parke, while engaged in front of the town in 
{rying to force the Rajah {o obedience, He was succeeded in 188 by 
Moti Singhji, The present Chief, Maharawal Shri Fateh Singhji Moti 
Singhji, born on the 28rd October 1884, came to the gad in 1906, Lis 
Highness is entitled to a salute of nine guns, 
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HIS HIGHNESS MAHARAOLJRE SHRE RANJITSINEJI 
RAJAH SAMEB OF DEVGAD-BARIA 


Among the States situated in Gujarat is Devagad-Baria, a small 
principality in the east of the Province, which) ix by noe means the least 
interesting, With an area of AT square miles it supports a popukition of ° 
only 118,201, according to the Gyires of the last census, and shows an 
average revenue oof Rs. 4,690,000, ‘The Baria Ruler enjoys plenary 
powers and is entitled to a salute of nine gins. Successinn to the adi is 
by primogeniture, but the right of adoption was conferred on the Rajah of 
Barin and his suceessars in 1800. * 

The Rajahs of Baria belong to the Khichi Chohia Rajputs whose head, 
Annal, is said to have been created by Vasisth Mnoi oat of the Agni kund 
on. Mount) Abu, Ajayapal, one of. Annals successors, founded the 
city of Ajmere, and another successor, Manikrai, who setUced at Sambhar, 
handed down the tile of Sambhari Rao, or Lord of Sambhar, The 
Khicht Chahans appear to have first settled in the Sind Sagar, and in the 
eleventh century we find Bir Bilancder or Dharmagaj, one of the successors 
of Maunikeni, clefending Ajmere againat Malmud of Ghizni, His successor, 
Bisaldev or Visaldev, flourished from 1010 to 10% and founded the town 
al Visalnagar in North) Gujarat. The line of his immediate successor 
culminated ju. the immortal Prithiraj- Choban, the celebrated here af 
Chand's great epic, the Prithiraj Rasa. Alor the death of Prithiraj on the 
field of battle, the Khichis settled ina part of Malwa which came to 
be called afler them, the Khichi Yaebu In 1800 Shichi Hamir, a> descen« 
dant of -Prithiraj, yadlantly defended Ranthambhor against Alaudin 
Khilji, but after. the fall of this stronghold a large body of Khichis migrated 
to Gujarat, and there in 1244 A. 1, under the leadership of Patansli, con 
quered the kingdom of Chiampancr. This waa an important conquest, for 
Champitner and its dependencies remained in the Palanshi family for no legs 
than vleven generations, But in 1444-85, after a prolonged siege of lwelve 

. years, the fortress of Champaner, gallantly defended by. Patai Rawal, alse 
known im Pratab Singh, who owas then the reigning prince, fell, 
al last, by a eombination — of treachery and stratagem: tothe tenowned 
Sultan Mahomed Beda ‘The story goes that the Riwal's 
brother-in-law (vencherously joited the. Mahomedans. and, — leading 
the Rajput) Prines to believe that he was sending xsupply af grain 
for the jserigen, maniged,. under that’ pretence, (9 convey inte 
the fort, hidden in sacka, some one or two. thongand-~far the ecounts 
we not delinite--armed omen. ‘The defeat of the garrison followed 

tu ; 
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and was signalized by the capture of the unf ortinate Prinee and his Minialer 
Doongarsingh, Sooner than renounce their faith and become converta to 
Islam, the option given them if they wished to preserve their lives, they 
chose death and wore both barbarously murdered, their badies alterwards 
being exposed on stakes, ‘The capture of Champaner parted ie mo 
surviving sons of Palai Rawal. Prithviraj founded the State of Chhotie 
Udaipur, while Doongerji founded that of Barit, The chronichks ive 
somewhat vague at this point in the history of the Slate, but we eventual 
ly find that, on the death of Mansing, ane of the successors of Doongerji, 
the State was left with a widowed Rani and a voung son, The Govern« 
ment was seized by an usurper,the Raniand her son, Prithiraj, taking refuge 
meanwhile with the Rawal of Dungerpur, the Queen's father. Under this 
friendly protection Prithiraj stayed for twelve years, returning to Baria in 
1782, Taking arms, he drove out the usurper and built (he present tawn 
of Devgad-Baria, 

The Baria State from the very beginning had a severe strupgle for its 
existence and for the maintenance of its independence, and its afforts were 
successful, It never paid tribute or acknowledged subordination to either 
the Musalman or the Mabratla Government, Indeed, so far from paying 
tribute, the State actually levied chauth from three of Scindia'y own 
districts in the Panch Mahals, named Nohad, Walel, and Kalol, The Chauth 
in 1819 was commuted to a money payment, and the Brilish Government 
undertook to pay the same direct to the State, reconping ilself by deduct. 
ing the amount of the chauth from the tribute which the State of Luna. 
wada paid to Scindia {through them, 

Prithiraj left four sons and two daughters, Rayadharji succeeded to 
the throne, and four or five rulers followed, whose reigns call for no coms 
ment, At the beginning of the nincleenth century (1803), when Jaawatsinji 
was the reigning prince, we find the Baria Raj loyally co-operating with 
the British, when Doulairai Scindia’s districts in Gujaral were taken posses 
sion of by a British force under Colonel Murray, Mr, J. Py Willoughby, 
the Political Agent in Rajpipla, in his report dated some twenty-three 
years later, remarks +—“ The success of that campaign Appears to have | 
been materially facilitated by the friendships and good-will displayed towards 
us by the Rajah of Baria, who was considered the principal of the Bheel 
Rajahs to the norihward of the Nerbudda, The conduct pursued by 
the Baria Government throughout this campaign called forth the 
warmest thanks and praises of the commanding officer, and a lrealy was 
entered into by us, subsidizing a detachment. of the Baria Bheels ata 
monthly expense of Rs. 1,800. ‘This secured the friendship and Cu-ppera. 
tion of this tribe and enabled our convoys and delachments tw pasy through 
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the country without molesbiion. "hone nt his reports dhe Colonel abs 
serves "Phe friendship af the Baria Rajah has ina puticnlar manner 
favomed uy is county isa continaed ebstin of detiles for many miley: 
he haw permitted me withont molestation to oscupy (hese detiles, and haw 
promived (hat his whole fores shall assist: shoulel an Chemy altempt to 
penetrate by Ciel route, whieh is the only good road inte Gaijin”? On 
‘nother oecasion he reports t=" Mbgor Uolines speaks in high ferns af 
the friendship he has experienced in his neal through the country of 
the Rajah of Bare ti retuen for this fr wadly aid the Colonel 
proposed Co cede to the Rajah whiutever cdisteiets might he Gouquered (a the 
easCol Barta in (he direction of Ujjain aud abso (he distriels of Jhatlod, in 
lieu of certtin cliims upon the other districts conquered (tom Seindit an 
this side of India, ‘Though these ttentions were never Gerried inte effeet 
owing lo the Political Adjustments of tectitory helween the British and the 
Gwalior Governments, the foregoing exhibits ina very favourable lhht 
the atiitide of (he Haria Raj towards: the British, and of ats fidelity and 
good will, and cufords a signal proof that in proportion: to its whility it 
has on every oecadion shown uself to by at useful ally of the British 
Government [te shonld he mentioned that the aid and assistunee referred 
to werg rendered by the Hart Ste at considerable risk to ityell, ay it 
thereby ineurced (he chimily of ty powerful neighhonts, whe possessed 
means and opportunitios for destructive visitations inte Baria lenilery, 
The Dritigh Goverament were nat slow (o recogmise all (his and ensured 
the integrity of (he State ander the teeaty of Sifi Anjangion, 
Jaswantuingh}i wis snececded by Giungdisji, in whose reign there wae 
a good deal of trouble awing ta the treitchery af a Krabmin, named 
Naranji Dave, Cangche dive in 1819, and his miinister, Roop, a brother 
of Naranji Dave, look: the reins af Government in his awn hates, and 
deposed for atime Prithivaj, the night) heir, in favour ata subntitute, 
The British Gavernment, however, intervened and phased Prithiraj on the 
trong Prithitaj reigned ne less than forly.tour yeaa, and was Rreally 
beloved by his people, He pasued sway in lad. 
His son, Mansinhji, the Cather of the present Rajah, suceveded him, 
He waa only nine years of age at bin father’s ceath, and the State, during 
“the minority, wis managed by the Bombay Government, ‘The young 
Chiel'y educution was carefully looked after on moden lines, tnd when 
the Barta culer succeeded to the gad? in November 1476, one of his fist 
thoughts was to raive the educational staundird ofhis people. He fomded a 
number of vernaculir scliouls, and, non other improvemenss, opened 
wa experimental farm, which was put under the mitagemient ot a 
practioal sygricnitariil, ‘Chis institution is doing splendid service, amid. is 
in a highly Qourishing condition, ‘The improvement of the various brerd 
af cattle ix at mutter which receives much attention, ane worker uf 
public utility alxo engsyged the earnest attention of the Stale, Chg Ligh 
Hess was a keen and skilled hunts, and les sporlsniaelike qualities ined 
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his great kindness to his people made him an extremely popular ruler. 
He visited Bombay when the present King, then Prince of Wales, came lo 
India, and he was also present at the Delhi Durbacin 103 His death 
took place after a short illness an the 2th February 1008, his: surviving 
children Being wo sons, Ranjitsinhji and Naharsinhji and one daughter, 
by name Surajkunvarba 

The ruling Prince, Rajah Ranjitsinhji, recvived his edueation at Raje 
kumar College, where his diligence in his sludies earned for him the golden 
opinions of Mr. Wadinglon and Mr, Mayne, [He also served hia fine. in 
the Imperial Cadel Corps, His education received the last touch ‘hy a 
pretty long stay in x first sate educational institution in England, 


From his boyhood the Rajah Saheb displayed in a marked degree the 
hereditary knack and pluck in all manly sports, He is a splendid pigsticker 
as evidenced by his winning the Salmon, Guyarat and Sir Partap Cups in 
keen contesls with veleran and astule pig-slickers, His prowess as a hunter 
of big game may be judged from the fact that hehas already bagged 
almost a hundred panthers and tigers, ind a very large nuuther of bears, 


His installation on the gadé look place in 1908, and for the onerous 
duties of ruler he was prepared by careful tuition in administrative 
work under the able guidance of his Dewan, Mr. Havilal M, Parekh, 
His Gighness is one of the best types of the Indian Rulers brought up on 
modern lines, Some idea of the aimy by which he 1s animated may be 
gathered from an extract from bis speech on the occasion of 
bis installation. Replying to the speech made by Mr. RC, Brown, the 
Polilical Avent, the young Ruler said. “You have been kind esough to 
refer to the services rendered by my ancestors from the commencement of 
the ninsteenth century, and their unbroken loyalty to the Brilish Govern- 
ments [t will be my pride to maintain the traditions of my ancestors in 
their loyalty and attachment lo the British Raj... [shall always regard it 
ag my most pions duty to promote the prosperity and well-being of my 
people, and it shall be my highest ambition to earn their gratilude by a 
proper discharge of my obligations to them, and securing to them fair and 
aven-handed justice, full private ftberty, and all other blessings of au 
enlightened rule." As events have proved, theae were no emply words, 


During the first quinquennium of his rule the young Rajah Saheb has 
founded many public institutions ia the Slate, namely, Hospital for women 
ahd children, Veterinary Hospital, Gymkhana, Town Hall, ete, Education 
pe English and Gujarati is made free throughout the State, His 
») 'ighngss evinces active and keen interest in (he welfare of his subjecte- 
id theit,peace, prosperity, and progress, He hag been recently appointed 
Hori Ay 9, 9. lo His Excellency the Rt Hon. Lord Willingdon, Gover- 
nor of Boiubpye Heis married to a daughter of the Rajah of Rajpipla. 
The happy -ualompisdblgssed with a daughter and a aon, the heirappa- 

rent being: Komen hina Suren dénalntyi, - 


HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARANA 
SIR SHRI WAKHATSINGH]! DALELSINGH]I, Kk. C. 1 i, 
RAJAH OF LUNAWARA 

Lunawara is a second-class Rajput State in the Rewa Kantha Agency 

of Bombay. It covers an area of 888 square miles and hag a population 
of about 60,000. Two-thirds of the people are [indus, and there are 
nearly 4,000 Mahomedans, Among the Hindus, Brahmins, Rajputs, and 
Kunbis predominate, ‘Chree-lourths of the area of the principality have 
been brought under cultivation, Timber and cereal grains are the chief 
products, ‘The Rajah exercises full powers, ‘The revenue exceeds two 
lakhs, and the tribute, payable to the British Government and the 
Gaekwar of Baroda, is Rs, 14,232, ‘The police foree numbers about 180 
For purposes of instruction there are fifteen educational institutions 
and medical aid is afforded in two dispensaries, ‘The Mahi flows through 
the country, and the climate is comparatively cooler than in the ad. 
joining tracts of Gujarat. ‘The Maharanas of Lanawara belong to 
the Solankiclan of Rajputs and ace their descent from Sidhraj Jai Singh 
who was the ruler of Anhilvarapatan and Gujarat. Al the beginning of 
the thirleenth century, they established themselves as Chiefs of Virpur, In 
1484 probably to avoid conflict with (he rising Mahomedan power in 
Gujarat, they crossed the Mahi and settled down at Lunawara, The State 
was tributary to both Baroda and Gwalior, and it was transferied to the 
British in 1861 at the time of the cessign of the Panch Mahals, The 
family fille is Maharana, The present Chief, His Highness the Maharana 
Sir Shri Wakhalsinghji Dalelsinghji, K, C. 1. E., who was born on the 
48th August 1861, succeeded lo the gad: in 1867, and was invested wills 
full powers in 1880. He was educated! al the Rajkumar College, Rajkot, 
His Highness was made a Kk, G. LE. in 1889. He is entilled te a salute 
of nine guns, He is an experignced and much respected miler, and the 
State is doing well under him, 


' 


HIS HIGHNESS ‘THE RAJA 
BRIJ NATH SINGH 
RAJAH OF MAILIAR 

Maihar is a sanad State in Central India under (he Political Agent in 
Baghelkhand, {thas an area of 407 square miles and a population af 
more than 60,000, ‘Threc-fourths of the people are Hindus, and the rest 
Animisis and Mahomedans, Baghelkhadi and Bundellehandi are the pre« 
vailing languages, ‘he Wact is hilly and alluvial, ‘The soil is on the 
whole fertile and yields good crops. The principal products are kodun, 
vice, gram and wheal For want of proper means of communications 
trade hag not developed. Instruction is given ina dozen schools, 
Medical aid is afforded in one hospital, ‘The total revenue of the State is 
nearly a lakh of rupees, ‘The Chief exercises unlimited powers in general 
administration and in civil judicial matters, but in criminal cases be can 
only award sentences of imprisonment nol exceeding two years, The ances 
tors of the rulers of Maihar migrated from Alwar between the seventh aud 
eighth centuries, and obtained some kiunds from the Orchha Chiel One of 
their successors, Thakur Bhim Singh, worked under Chhatarsal of Panna 
His grandson, Beni Singh, rose from small beginnings to the exalted pori« 
tion of minister lo Rajah Uindupat, who conferred on him the pringi« 
pality of Maihar about 1770, Beni Singh was a capable ruler, and (races 
of his large-heartedness and liberality are seen in: many monuments, such 
as tanks and buildings that are still preserved. In 1800 the Stale came 
under British protection ; and in 1814, Durjan Singh, a son of Beni 
Singh, was confirmed in his possessions, He died in 1826, when the princi- 
pality was divided between his sons, Bishan Singh and Prag Das, the fore 
mer succeeding to Maihar, aud the hatter to Bijai-Raghogarh, On account 
of the rebellious conduct of Prag Das, his principality was confiscated, 
Bishan Singh was succeeded by Ragubur Singh in 1842, The hereditary 
distinction of Rajah wes conferred on him in 1862, and he became entitled 
to a permanent salule of nine guns in 187% After him came the prevent 
Chief, Rajah Brijnath Singh, in 1911, 


HIS HIGHNESS THK RAJA 
JADABINDRA SINGH 
RAJAH OF NAGOD 


Nagod, a sanad State in Central India, under the Political Agent in 
Baghelkhand, covers an area of 500 square miles, and has a population 
of nearly 70,000, Ninestenths of the people are indus} Animists 
(Gonds and Kols), and Mahomedans, make up the rest, Baghellhandi is 
the prevailing language, ‘The majority of the people pursue agriculture as 
their occupation. tine sandstone and superior limestone are quarried to 
a large extent, ‘The revenue of the Stue is about two Jakhs, Among the 
chief crops are rice, wheat, barley and gram, Instruction is given in eight 
schools, and medical aid in (wo hospitals, The Chief is entitled to w salute 
of nine guns, The rulers of Nagod are Parihar Rajpuls, who first establish+ 
ed themselves on Mount Abu, They subsequently came under the influence 
of the Chandel Chiefs ; and, in the middle of the fourteenth century, one 
of their successors, Rajah Dhara Singh, seized the fort of Naro from 
the Teli Rajahs, In 1720 Rajali Chain Singh removed bis capital from 
Unchantra to Nagod, After the treaty of Bassein, Nagod became tributary 
to Panna, In 1809 during the régime of Lal Sheoraj Singh, the British 
Government, while confirming him in hig possessians, recopnised his status 
und that of hia predecessors ax independent Chiefs long before Chhatarsal 
came to power, and even afler the supremacy of the Bundelas and 
of Ali Bahadur, Raghavendra Singh, invested with powers in 1838, 
plunged the State into debt, and consequently ils management was taken 
under the British, He rendered valuable service during the Muliny, and 
reocived a grant of eleven villages. He obtained the usual sanad of 
adoption in 1862, and restuned management in 1865, which he con. 
tinued till his death in L87l. He was succeeded by bis son, the 
present Chief, Rajah Jadavendra Singh, born on the doth December 18a, 
Owing to mismanagement, the Rajah was deprived of his powers in 1a, 
and he now resides al Satna ona monthly allowanee. ‘the heir to the 
dadi is Rajkumar Lal Bhargavendra Singh. 


HIS HIGUNESS THE RAJAI 
BRIJ MOHAN DEO 
RAJATL OF KRALAUANDI 

The hilly and well-wooded Cuudatory State of Kalahandi, once known 
as Karond, in Bengal, with several peaks approaching: 1,000 feet in eleva. 
tion, hasan area of 3,745 syuure indes und it population of more than 
350,000, The majority of the people are Khands ; next in order came 
Guahras or Ahirg, Doms and Gouds,  Nine-tenths of these speak Oriya, and 
the rest Khondi, Near the hills the soil heing fertile, almost all the grains 
are raised ‘The Indravati and the Tel water the land, ‘Tanks which are 
numerous irrigate newly three hundred square miles, The annual revenue 
is about a lakh and a ball, ‘There ace tilty schools, of which one is for girls, 
Medical aid is given in four dispensaries, ‘Che Chiefs of Kalabandi belong 
to the Nagbangi clan of Riyputs, descended on the mile side fron: the 
Rajabs of Satranyarh in Chott Nagpur, For a long lime the Stute scemed 
to have maintained its independence; bul, however, in the middle of the 
eighteenth century it came under (he suzerainty of the Mahraltas, At the 
Delhi Durbar of 1477, Ucht Pratap Deo, in recognition of his valuable 
services lo the Brilish Government, obtained the honour of a personal 
galule of nine gung, which was subsequently made hereditary, On his 
dealh in 1881, the Khonds rose in tebellion, but il wag suppressed by the 
British. He was suceeeded by lis son, Rajah Raghu Keshar Deo, boru 
in 1871, He met with an carly death in 1897, at the hands of an 
assassin, a servant of his. Wis minur son, Rajah Brij Mohan Deo, born 
in 1805, was placed on the gedi. ‘The Slate is mow managed by a 
Political Agent under the orders of (he Commissiouce of Orissa. 


HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJAH DHIRAJAH 
KAMAL DEO 
MAHARAJAH DHIRAJAH OF KANKER 

Kanker is a foudatory State in the Central Provinces, It has an 
area of 1,429 square miles and a population of about 100,000. The 
majority of the people are Gondls, and there are also some Halbas, The 
languages spoken are Chhattisgarhi and Gondi. The State is mostly hilly 
and well-wooded, The trees grown in the forests are teak and sal. The soil 
is light and sandy, The principal crops are rice and kodon. To facilitate 
the export of forest produce, the State has recently opened a branch line to 
Dhamlari, thus bringing the forests within reach of the railway, The reve- 
nue is nearly two lakhs, the forests alone yielding more than Rs, 60,000, 
Eduealion is imparted in one vernacular middle schvol and about twenty 
primary schools, Medical aid is afforded in one dispensary, The rela- 
tions belween the State and (he British Government are controlled by a 
Political Agent under the supervision of the Commissioner of the 
Chhattisgarh Division, Kanker, the head-quarters of the State, is a village 
with 4,000 inhabitants, and it is situated on a small stream, known as the 
Dudh. The rulers of this principality come of a very ald Rajput family, 
In olden times, it would appear, the position of the Chief of 
Kanker was determined on the popular vote. When the power of the 
Haihaivansi dynasty of Chhattisgarh was at its height, he is stated to 
have been a fencatory to them, exercising his sway over the Dhamtari 
tract within their jurisdiction, During the Mahratta supremacy, the 
State had to do feudal service by furnishing a contingent of 600 people 
on demand, The Rajah lost his territory in 1809, but in 1818 it was 
restored (o him by the British Resident of Nagpur on an annual payment 
of Rs, 600, which was subsequently remitted, Maharajah Dhirajah Narhar 
Deo, born in 1850, came to the gadi in 1858, ‘The present Chief is His 
Highness the Maharaja) Dhicajah Kamal Deo. At the Delhi Dutbar of 
1911, His Imperial Majesty was pleased to confer on him a personal 
saluie ol nine guns, 


HIS HIGHNESS MI RAJAN SATE 
SHRIMANT MALOJL RAO VIENKAT RAO GITORPADIE 
RAJAIT SAHER OF MUDNHOL 


The State of Muchol in the Southern Mahrattt country under the 
political control of the Agent for Kolhapur is 368 square miles in extent 
Tt has a population af abort 60,000, The majority of the people ure 
Hindus; Mabomedans and Jains make up the rest. [It contains three 
towns, including Mudhol, the residence of the Chief, with a population of 
10,000, and eighty-one villages. [Chas an annual revenue of more than 
three labks, of which it pays the sum of Rs. 2,672 as tribute to the 
British Government Tis a flat wad undulating counteyy with & mono. 
tonously barren aspeel, except daring the rainy season. ‘There are no 
mountaing in it, (he small hill ranges being about U0 feet high, The 
Ghitprabhi waters the Tand, wud ite anual loads irrigate a consi+ 
derable aren, Among the lief products may be mentioned jowar, wheal, 
gram and colton, ‘The weaving af cotton loth including some. articles 
of female apparel, is the only manulacture ef any importance, The cli 
mite is dry, snd the suil is generally of the black cotton variety. The 
Durbar maintains a small polive foree of about Lh0) officers and) men, 

For purposes of education there are nearly thirty schools, Medical 
aid is rendered in one dispensary, Vaccination is poplar The Chief 
exercises full administrative powers, and also tres his awa subjects for 
capital offences, He disposes ot all the appeals iygainst the decisions of the 
subordinate courts. He hold4 the usual sunad of ad -plion, and succes» 
sion follows the haw of primogeniture, 

The Bhosle Ghorpade family of Mudhol is one of the most ancient 
in the Maharashtra. “The title Ghorpade is said to have been earned 
by one of the early members of the family under (he Bahmipi kings 
hy sealing an impregnable fort in the Konkan with the help of a cord at 
tached to lhe body of ugéorpad or white monitor, But there is no authen- 
tig record confirming this. (may, however, be mentioned that many 
families in the Maharashtra assume this distinction and account for it in 


i. 1, THE RAJAN OF MUDHOL 85 


several ways, The family is said to be of Rajput origin, connected with the 
Ranas of Udaipur, It laces its descent, along with that of Shivaji, 
from Baparawal of Chiloor, through one of his successors, Bhimsi, 
the founder of Dungarpur and Banswara. The Bhosles of Mudhol 
have been very influential in the Deccan from the middle of the 
Sixteenth century. Many of them held important military posts under the 
Bahmini kings. Mudhol, along with its five Mahals, was long held by 
them in saranjan until it was granted in inam by one of the rulers of the 
Adilshahi dynasty with the title of Rajah and other privileges, 


At the time when Shivaji was rising into prominence, {he Sullan of 
Bijapur was anxious to put him down, and in an open durbar he called 
for any one of his adherents to undertake the work of capturing Shahaji, 
the father of Shivaji, aji Raje of Mudhol offered his services, and suc- 
ceeded in the atlempt. Thus the family early showed that loyally and 
duty were to (hem far more than kinship, But in the later struggles with 
Shivaji, Baji Raje was killed and in this way began the enmity between 
the two families, which was softened and brought to an end under British 
influence by the marriage of a princess of the Mudhol house to a member 
of the Kolhapur family in 1862, In the struggles between Shivaji and the 
Moghuls, the Ghorpades of Mudhol took sides with the Mahomedans, and 
it was only in the days of the Peshwas that they joined the Malwatta ranks, 


During the first Mahratta war Maloji was the ruler of Mudhol. With 
two of his sons, Shankroji and Ranoji, he took part in the operations against 
the English in 1779. Jn the actions that followed, Ranoji was killed and 
Maloji wounded. In recognition of their services, inams were conferred 
on Shankroji and Bahirji Rao, the son of Ranoji, Govind Rao, the eldest son 
of Maloji, quarrelled with his father and took service under the Nizam, In 
the battle of Kharda, il would seem, the father and son met in hand to hand 
fight, and the son was dangerously wounded, Mahar Rao, another 
gon of Maloji, who was left in charge of Mudhol during his father's ab- 
sence, made himself so unpopular thai the people invited a grandson of 
Maloji Rao to take up the government, Mahar Rao had {o leave the country, 
and he failed in his subsequent attempls to get back to power with the 
help of the Kolhapur forces, When Maloji died in 1805, Narayan Rao, his 
grandson, by his son, Govind Rao, became the Chief ; and when Narayan 
Rao passed away in 1816, his youngest son, Venkat Rao, the only son by 
his first wife, succeeded him, Of bis other two sons, Govind Rao and 
Lakshman Rao, the latter entered the service of the Gaekwar of Baroda, 
It was during the days of Venkat Rao thal a treaty was concluded with 
the British, and the position of Mudhol as a Protected State became fixed, 
Venkat Rao died in 1854 and was sueceeded by his minor son, Balvant 

40 
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Rao, when he was only fourteen years ok. ‘The country was governed 
by a Karbhari until the Chief himself was invested with full powers in 1859, 
But within fourteen mouths of his accession to power, he died leaving an 
infant son, Venkat Rao, as heir; and during the long minority of twenty» 
one years, the State wad manayed by the Political Ollicers, 

Venkat Rao was invested with full powers in 1882, Te was an en- 
lightened Prince and took yreat interest in the administration of the 
principality, Te carried out many works of public utility. He look 
special care of his people in the severe famine of 1895-96, and did mach to 
alleviate their suffering, Affer a reign of eighteen years, he was suddenly 
cul off in 1900, at the early age of (hirly-nine. 

He was succeeded by his son, the present Chief, His Qighness the 
Rajah Saheb Shrimant Maloji Rao Venkat Rao Ghorpade, bom in 1884, 
He was invested with full powers in 1804. Me is an enlightened and 
popular ruler and himself looks into every cetail of the administration, He 
was the first among the Souther Mahratta Princes to make primary edu« 
cation free in his State, Much is done to improve agriculture, and the Chief is 
waking many useful experiments for (he gutdance of his subjects in the several 
extensive farms owned by him, Wis Highness the Rajah Saheh enjoys the 
special appreciation af the Goverumen( of Bombay sand they, in recognition 
of his ability and character, have conferred on him a salute of nine guns, 


HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARANA 
JASWATSINGH]1 BIECIIARSINGH]!] THAKORE - 
SAHEB OF WADHWAN 

Wadhwan is a second-class Stale in Kathiawar, Bombay Presidency. 
TUhas an area of 236 square miles with a population of about 80,000, The 
country is level and has some irrigation facilities. The climate, as in 
the adjoining paris of Kathiawar, is hot bul healthy, and the average 
rainfall is (wenty inches, Cotton and the usual grains are the chief 
alticles of cultivation, and among the manufactures may be mentioned 
.soap-making, weaving and dyeing, There isa ginning factory at the capital, 
which is a station on the Bombay, Baroda, and Central India Railway, 
The estimated revenue ig more than four lakhs, of which the sum. of 
Rs, 28,602 is paid as tribute to the British Government and the Nawab 
of Junagarh, The police foree numbers 160, There is also a small 
military force of 175 men, of whom 40 are mounted, A jail, lwo dispen- 
saries, and tWenly.one schools are the principal institutions in the State, 
The Thakore Saheb exercises full powers and is entitled lo a salute of nine 
guns Prict to the advent af the present Jala Chiefs, the tracis seem to 
have been successively in the possession of the Valas, the Solankis, the 
Vaghelag, and the Mahomedans, It was in 1630 that the younger son of 
Prathi Rajji, the son of Chandra Singh of Dhrangadhra, founded the State 
of Wadhwan 3 and his elder brother, Santhanji, established Vankaner. 
Wadhwan came under British protection at the time of the Kathiawar 
Settlement in 1807, Dajirajji was the Chief of Wadhwan ‘in 1875, He 
introducecl several reforms into the Stale. He had a bridge put up 
across the river Bhojawa ala cost of Rs, 75,000. He spent Rs, 80,000 on 
the construction of buildings for a school and a dispensary, A salute 
of nine guns was conferred on him at the Delhi Assemblage of 1877, 
hakore Saheb Bal Singhji succeeded to the gadi in 1885, and afler him 
came Jaswatsinghji, ‘The present Thakure Saheb is His Nighness Jaswate 


singhji Becharsinghji, 


HIS HIGHNESS THE MALARANA 
SHRI MOLANDEVIL NARAYANDEVIL 
RAJAH OF DHARAMPUR 

The Dharampur State is in the Surat Political Agency, Bombay, and 
vovers itn aren of 704 square miles, Us population is about 100,000, spreitel 
over one town and 272 villages. ‘The revenue is nearly seven hikhs, 
of whieh a tribute of Rs, 9,000 is paid to Che British Government, As the 
major portion of the land is hilly and covered with forests, only it limited 
area has been brought under cultivation, The Shite has an sbundant supe 
ply of water, as a number of rivers (averse if und emply themselves ito 
the Gulf of Cambay, ‘The annual rainfall is thoul seventy-six niches, he 
principal crops are rice, pulse, gram and sugarcane, Mats, baskets, fans, 
molasses, Calechu, and pottery ave the chiel manufactures, ‘The Raja 
Saheb exercises full. administrative powers, ‘The Stee foree consists of 
only 200, irregulars, while the strength ot the polive is about 160, with 
vamall body of agarly thirty men tor excise work. ‘Phere is unly one 
dispensary, tad vaccination is popu, No subject of the State can soll 
land in liquidation of bis private debt, The Chiefs of Dharampur are 
Sesodia Rajputs of (he solar rage of Udaipur. ‘Time was when Dharampur, 
alo known ay Ramnagar, was very extensive, spreading itself westward as 
far as the sea-coant, tn 1470 Todaroal, Akber’s minister, wha was present 
at Broach, raised (he then Chief of Ramnagar to a high military command, 
His successors heetme the rulers af (he Surat District with the tide af 
Maharana. Inthe wuly part of the eighteenth century, the Mabrattas 
took by force more than seventy of the villages aached to Dharanpus, 
After the {reaty of Bassein, the State came under Brilish protection, LU, 
the Maharana Shri Narayandeyji Ram deyji, born in 1810, succeeded to 
the gadi in 1860, Hig son, (he present Rajah, His Uighness the Maharanit 
Shri Mohandevji Narayandey}i, bern on the Mth fume 1468, was invested 
with full powers on the 7th Angust 1891, [leis entitled to a sahite of 
nine guns, 


HIS HIGHNESS THE RAJAH 
GAYA PERSHAD SINGH RAGHUVANSI 
RAJAH OF BARAUNDA 


Baraunda, a small sanad State in Central India, under the Baghelkhand 
Political Agent, has an area of 218 square miles and a population of 
about 15,000, spread over seventy villages, 90 percent, of the people are 
Hindus, and the rest Animists, Baghelkhandi is the carrent language. 
Agriculture is (he occupation of the majority of the people, A tenth 
of the total area is under cultivation, The revenue is about Rs, 20,000 
Baraunda, the capital, is ten miles north of Kalinjar, with a population 
of 2,000, Originally the Slate comprised almost the whole of the District 
of Banda, and it was for nearly four hundred years under the sway 
of chiefs who were the ancestors of the present ruling family, It is 
also known as Pathar-Kachhar, a name derived from its position on the 
skirts of the Vindhyas, The Rajahs of Baraunda are Raghuvansi Rajputs, 
descended from a very ancient family in Central India, ‘They established 
themselves at first in Rasin in the Banda District, and hence their origina 
seat is kuown as Raj Masini It would appear that when the power of the 
Bundela Chiefs was al its height, the family ruled over the principality by 
virtue of a sanad granted to them by Hirde Sah of Panna. It came under 
British influence in 1807, when they recognised Rajah Mohan Singh as the 
Chief of Baraunda. Ashe had no children, he willed his State to hig 
nephew, Sarabjit Singh. The latter received the usual sanad of aduption 
in 1862, The following year he ceded lands required for the construction 
of a railway through his territory. In 1877 Raghubir Dayal Singh, the 
Ruler of Baraunda, obtained the distinction of Rajah Bahadur and a 
salute of nine guns, which has since become permanent in the ruling 
family, Ee passed away in 1886 without any heir, bul the choice of the 
British Government fell on Thakur Prasad Singh, who was placed on the 
Hadi in 1880, The present Chief, Rajah Gaya Pershad Singh Raghuvansi, 
succeeded to the Slate in 1909, 


MANARAJAH PURNA CHANDRA BOUN] DEO 
MAHARAJAH Of MOURBHAN] 

The most important of the Nalive Stules of Orissa, and the largest 
of all the Feudatory Stiles in i, is Moubhanj (Mayurbhanj), with 
an area of 4,236 square miles, and ia population of 729,848, Its annual 
Tevenue is about fifteen lakhs, andat piys a tribute of Rx. 1,068 to ihe 
British Government, 

Within the territory there are tem@ins of tuined temples, tanks, ete, 
ndicating a state of prosperity in days gone by. An archeological 
history of it bas recently been compiled and printed, as a result of the 
archivological surveys and explorations conducted by Babu Nagendra 
Nath Vasu) M. RAGS. In 472 Maharajah Buidya Nath Bhunj Deo, who 
erected a temple to Jagannath at Baripada, was a believer in Vishnuism 
is inculcate by Chaitanya, ‘The shrine is still in existence and is 
visited by thousands of pilgrims, 

The revenue departinent is under the control of the Dewan and his ase 
sistants, Forest conservancy forms a principal item of the administration, 
and it has latterly gained importance owing lo the ruthless destruc: 
tion of forests that hay been going on all round with the increase of 
population. The people are alinost all agriculturists and lead an 
unevent(al and cantented life, Civil and criminal justice is adminisluredt 
by the State Judge and his assistants. ‘The regular police force is under 
a Superintendent, ‘he Paik force, “the relies of the ancient yeomanry 
of Orissa," is returned as 972, There isa jail at the capital with three 
subsidiary jails in the sub-divisions, The Chief governs the State 
assisted by a Council, composed of four officinl members, ‘The system 
of government follows closely the British model with a few mudifications 
{o suit local requirements. ; 

Edueation has mace rapid progress within the past twenty years 
There is an English High School at Baripada, the sapilalof the State 
Thete are besides 481 schools of all kinds distributed over (he principality 
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Medical aid is afforded in seven dispensaries, some of which treat both 
in-door and oul-dvor patients, The attendance is on the increase, and the 
people are gradually beginning to appreciate the henelits which these 
institutions confer on them, There is a Municipality at Baripada which 
covers an area of two square miles with a population of 6,000, Since 1908 
the country has been opened out (o the public by a narrow gauge rail- 
way line from Baripada to Rupsa junction, a station on the BN, Re 
A broad gauge line has recently been constructed by the B, N, R. joining 
Gurumahisani (noted for the iron oves which have been leased out to 
the Tata fron and Steel Company, Limited) to Kalimati, on their 
line. Two great irrigilion bunds have also recently been put up, 


The Chiefs of Mourbhanj are Kachhwaha Rajpuls claiming descent 
from Adhi Bhanj connected with the rulers of Jaipur in Rajpotana, Moro 
than two thousand years ago, Adhi Bhunj left Rajputana, settled down 
in Orissa, and established his authority over the tracts between the rivers, 
Subarnarekha and Bailarani, which now comprise the Mourbhanj State, 
Since his days forty-two Chiefs have held the principality in succession, 
Tn 1829 a treaty was entered into between the British Goverament and 
Maharajah Jadunath Bhunj Deo Bahadur, whereby he promised allegiance 
and loyally to them, At the Delhi Durbar of 1877, the personal 
distinction of Maharajah was conferred on Rajah Krishna Chandra 
Bhunj Deo, Hig son, the late Maharajah Sri Ram Chandra Bhunj Deo, 
was born at Baripada in January 1872, He was educated at the 
Cuitack College, and assumed the veins of administration in 1892, 
He was a guest of the Government of India at the Imperial Delhi Durbar 
on the Jst January 1908, when the personal distinction of “Maharajah” 
was conferred onhim. It was made heredilary in 1910. In the same 
year the Chief made a tour round the world, and visiled China, Japan, 
America and England, He died on the 22nd February 1912, at Calcutta 
from the after-effects of an accident which had occurred to him sometime 
ago while bear-shooting in his Stale, when he was struck bya spent bullet, 
His son, Maharajah Parna Chandra Bhunj Deo, is the present Chief, 


MAHARAJAIL PRITITVE RAJ DEO 
MATIARAJAIT OF PATNA 


The feudatory Stale of Palnain Beng d is an undulating plain in the 
valley of (he Mahanadi, It occupies an area of 2,399 square miles, and has 
a popukition of about 300,000, spread over 0,850) villages, with a density 
of 116 persons per square miles ‘Phe majority ofthe people are Oriyas, 
and their language is Oriya, Some of the most important castes are 
Ahirs, Gandas, Khonds, Gonds and Savaras, ‘The rivers, Suktel and Tara 
bhailat, pass through the country, — Nearly a fifth of the country ig under 
cultivation, and about a third is in the occupation of Zamindarg and other 
landholders on special tenures, “The northern and southern parly are 
fertile and well-wooded, Among the crops raised are rice, pulses and 
cotton. Although there are four rivers in the State, wells and tanks, 
which number neaely three thousind, constitute: the chief source of irri 
gation, The soil, in yeneral, is ligt and sandy, but there are also black 
soil tracts in the north, Almost tialf the principality is covered with forests, 
timber being their principal produce, wilh a diltle tealk at the entrance, 
As the railway is a long way olf from the State, (he products are nal of 
greal economic value, Tron is smelted for agricallural implements, All 
the exports po to Sambalpur. Among the principal routes are those 
leading fiom Sambalpur by Bargach to Bolangir and on lo Bhawani 
Patna, the Bolangir-Sonpur read, aud the road leading from) Raipar to 
Viaianagram, which runs thirteen miles (hrough Patna ‘The annual 
revenue of the State is a little over bwo lakhs, of which the sum of Rupees 
8,500 is paid as tribute to the Builish Government. Instraction is impart 
ed in one Hoglish and one vernacular middle schoo), 2 giels’ sehoal, wd 
nearly forty primary schools, Medical aid is afforded in one dispensary, 

The revenue is collected through village headmen who reevive x 
percentage of (he assels, ‘The tribal chiefs, who are paid forthe work, 
are responsible for the collections from the forest Khonds occupying the 
Wacls called Kondhan., Assessment on the soi anit system obtains in the 
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areas comprising Angar, Soranda and Patnagarh, The Chhatisgarh 
Slates division managed the public works of the Patua principality from 
1893 to 1904, during whiclr period a sum of Rupees two lakhs and a half 
was spent on laying roads, and also on the consttuction of a palace for 
the Chief, a courthouse anda dispensary. The relations between the 
State and the British Government are contiolled by a Political Agent 
under (he orders of the Commissioner of Orissa. 


The Chiefs of Patna, at one time, exercised sway over an exlensive 
territory, and also over a group of States which constituted the Athara 
Gaihjat (eighteen forts). They come of a family of Chauhan Rajpuls who 
established themselves in Patna more than six hundred yours ago, Tradi+ 
tion has it that their ancestor,a Rajput prince near Mainpuri, fled from 
his country owing to the Mahomeclan incursions, and on arriving at 
Patna, he fell in battle. [is wife, who was pregnant, gave bith to a son 
in the hut of a Qinjhal, who had given her refuge. Patna was then split 
up into cight divisions with a Chief for each of them. ‘The boy, Rantai 
Deo, on coming of age, killed all of them, and set himself up as the ruler 
of Patna, In course of time large and extensive tracts were added to the 
State, and several principalities within those areas became tributaries to 
it, The twelfth in succession, Rajah Narsingh Deo, conferred on hig 
brother, Balram Deo, the territories north of theOngriver, After Balram 
Deo had founded the mew Stale of Sambalpur and enlarged it in all possi« 
ble ways, the importance of Patna gradually declined, When Sambalpur 
game under (he ‘control of the Mahrattas in the eighteenth century, Patna 
also acknowledged their supremacy, in 1869 the Khonds of Patna 
rebelled against Maharajah Sur Pratap Deo and his brother, Lal Bishnath 
Singh, owing to their tyranny. It was speedily pat down by the inter« 
vention of the British, who held an immediate enquiry into the matter, 
and asa result deposed the Chief, and brought the Slate under their own 
control, On his death in 1878, his nephew, Ramachandra Singh, born in 
1872, was recognised as ruler. He was educated at the Rajkumar College, 
Jubbulpore, and was invested with full powers in 1894, He came to an 
untimely end by shooting himself and his wife, while ina state of inganity, 
He was followed by his uncle, Maharajah Dalganjan Singh, who ruled the 
tracta aided by a minister, with large judicial powels, The present Chief, 
Maharajah Prithvi Raj Deo, who succeeded lo the gad/ in 1910, is 
the thirly-second in descent from the progenitor of the family, He is 
ably assisted by his Dewan, Mr, Balmakund Bohidar, in the administration 
of the State, which is doing very well under him, 


Wa 


MAHARAJAIL SRI Bik MEPRODAYA SINGH DEO BAHADUR 
MATIARAJAIL OF SONEPUR 


Sonepur, a feudatory Stule in Bengal, covers an area of 906 square 
iniles, and bag a population of about 215,716, Tn 1908 it was transferred 
from the Central Provinces to Bengal. It as an undulating plain, with 
small isolated hills, The Mahanadi, the Ong, and the Suktel, ae the only 
fives of importance. A fourth of the acea ig under callivation. ‘There 
are nearly 2,000 tanks which irtigate about forty square miles. The 
forests are situated along the borders of the State, the products of which 
find a ready sitle in the country itself, Among the industries ave the 
weavliyt of coarse cotlon clath and dasar silk, and (he exports consist anly 
of agricultural produce. The revenue of (he State ia nearly a dekh and a 
half, of which the sum of Rs, 9,000 is paid as tribute to the British 
Government, Sonepur, the capital, is situaled on the Mahanadi, The local 
manufactures are brass images, gold-, silvers, and capperework, and 
hardware. Education is imparted in thirty institutions, ineluding one 
High Soglish School, and one middle English School, a vernacular middle 
achool, (wo girls’ schools, and a Sanaltil school. Medical aid 1s afforded 
in two dispensuies, : 

The Chiefs of Sonepur trace Chait descent from the famous Chanhan 
Rajput ruler, of whom Prithivi Ray was the last Kinpevar of Delhi, In the 
twelfth century, these first established (heniselves at Patna, as overlords of 
a cluster of States, then Inowa as Athala Garbjat, in a tact lying to the 
north of Chola Nagpur, and to the gant of the Distriet of Bilaspur. ‘The 
branch of the family of tha Chauhan Chiefs of Patia near Sambalpur 
which founded a new live of rulers at Sonepar, began to exercise swey 
about the middle of the sixteenth century with Madan Copal Shagh Deo 
Biahadue as dhe first Rajah, The State came under Biitsh inilnenee daring: 
the days of Rajth Niladhar Singh Deo Bahidos, born in 1848, The 
British recognized the rulers of Sonepur ae Feudatory Chivts having: (ull 
sovercign powers in wll matters of internal adiminwteaten subject to 8 
certain limitation, ‘The Rajah was extiemely popula sid very eyal 
It ig an record that there was tecogadion ab aietitortais secvices rane 
dered by him to the British Government ata tine whet the idlan 
Empire had not settled down inty the yeuerd peavey and prosperity which 
it now enjoys, Tumes have changed since Noludi Fgh Deo Bahadur 
Joyally assisted (he British Guvernment im putting down rebellion and 
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anarchy inthe Sambalpur District’? On his death in 1893, he wis 
suceceded by his son, Rajah Rudra Pratap Singh Deo Bahadur. He 
followed in the foo steps of his father, and was complimented in high 
tera by the Government of India forthe improved methods of adminis. 
tration introduced by him, After him came his son, the present Chief, 
Mahangah Sri Bir Mitrodaya Singh Deo Bahadur, born in August 
1874, Me isthe twelfth of {the rulers, and succeeded fo the gad; 
in September 1902, When he was young, he gave promise of his future 
greatness, and the Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces remarked 
of him: 1 have been most favourably impressed with his intelligence, 
energy, and zeal, and with the excellence of his character.’ He has tra. 
velled almost all aver India, We was present al the Delhi Durbar of 1903. 
In 1908 he oblained the personal distinction of Maharajah, Sir Andrew 
Fraser, the late Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, ata public durbar held 
in that yeu spoke of the Maharajah in the following (urmsi—- 

It wag over thirty years ago that I first visited Sonepur, and ever since 
T have been on terms of friendship and intimacy with your house, It has 
been a great pleasure to me to see the excellent cxample which you hava 
set towll the Chiefs of Orissa. You enjoy the reputation of a very good 
ruler, abrewd, economical, just and reasonably progressive, Since your 
State was attached to Orisan in 1905, you have been under the Government 
of Bengal, and 1, aa the head of this Government, tiave to thank you not 
only for the general good ndminisiration of your State, but also for the 
help you have given me in making arrangements connected with the 
resconetlution of Orissa, 7 

Mr. Garralt, the Commissioner of the Orissa Division, congratulated 
(he Chicl in 1900 on the excellent progress made by the principality in 
every one of its deparlments, 

At the lust Durbar held by His Excellency the Viceroy at Caltack, 
{he Maharajah of Sonepur was given precedence over all the Chiefs 
assembled on that occasion. The AMuktimandap of Puri, the Premier 
Brahman Sabha of Orissa, bas iecently conferred on the Maharajah the 
distinction of Dharmanidhi onaccount of his liberality and pious deeds, 
* Al the Dellt Coronation Durbars of (908 and 1011, the Maharajah 
obtained medals on both the occasions from the Government. 

Maharaja Sri Bir Mitrodaya Singh Deo Bahadur is vely popular, and 
has caruec (ho reputation of a just ruler. Ue isa lover of literature, and 
patron of learning. In many villages of his Slate he has estsblished pri+ 
mary schools for boys and for gills. He has published translations in 
Oriya of sume Sanskrit classics, and has employed a well-known antiquiry 
to write a complete hislory of Sonepur 


RAJAYW KISHORE CHANDRA BIRABAR HARICHANDAN 
RAJAU OF TALCHER 


Compassed on all sides by (he [endatory States of PaleLahata, 
Dhenkanal, and Bamra, the Ste of Talcher in Bengal covers an area of 
899 square miles, with a population of 65,200, Hinduism is the prevailing 
religion, but the hill (ibes, of whom there are many, are demon-wor- 
shippers, The revenue of the State is nearly three lakhs of rupees, of which 
the sum of Rs. 1,040 is paid as tribute to the British Government. ‘The 
Chief exercises full powers, both civiland criminal ‘he durbar maine 
tains a regular police force, and there is a jail at the capital, Medical aid 
is given in afree dispensary far both inewnd oul-palionta, Education is 
now spreading more widely than before, 

The country is full of beautiful) hills and dates, and ia traversed by 
the Bighmani,  Sitiated on hoth sides of the river, and on the spur of the 
greal Indian lablesland, ‘Talgher bas one of the finest climes in Quisse, 
and itmay one day become an impartial similar for Bengal, ‘The 
soil consisis of sandy clay, which is disintegrated rocky matter, and is 
highly productive, ‘he river washes down some gold; coal occurs ut 
'Gopalprosad; and iron is found almost everywhere he import con« 
sists mainly of Madras sall and goods of oropean manufacture; and the 
expotts are carn, hides, ¢imber, aud various other forest products, sueh 
as lac, catechu, (asar, cocoon and nux vomica, 

The boundaries of the State at the tine of its establishment were an 
the noth, Ganglon in Bamra; on the south and east, Kiumalang and 
Altuma in Dhenkanal; and on the west, the States of Bama and Angul, 
Ladhara Ramehandi, Parjang, Palasunt, and Subuloye were lost ta die 
Rajah of Purl, who made them over to his ally, the Rajah of Dhenkanal, 
Ganglon was conquered by Bamit 

The present Chief is the (weaty-sccond ip descent front Rajal Sakrasen 
of the Jaipur Rana ‘Thakur family, who belonged (o Chuanciont Surjyd Bashi 
(solar race), A younger yon of (his Princes went ont a pilgrimage (a Pau, and 
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on his way back, set up for himself an independent fort at Ladhara ander the 
oiune of Bhimnagari, The temple of the goddess Ramchandi in Dhenkanal 
now marks (he spot, Next came his son, Rajith Uday Nar Bira Singh, who 
conquered Parjang and Subaloya, His son and successor, Rajah Govind 
Birabar, was the lirst to assume the title of Marichandan, ‘Then tollowed 
Six more generations, and the last of these, Rajah Padmanabh Birahat - 
Hirichandan, left Subaloya, Tle named the place Talcher, after the 
goddess Taleswari, who, it would appear, made him victorious over his 
enemies. The goddess Hingula Debi is also said to have befriended him 
in a battle in the shape of a royal Bengal tiger, which (hus beeame the 
State insignias ‘The annual worship of her is held al Gopalprosad on the 
fourteenth moon diy of Chaitra (May), when thousands of pilgrims gather 
fogether, ‘Then came Raja Chakeadhar Birabar Harichandan, whose 
son Gopinath succeeded him in 1051, 

Tn) 1808 the ruler of the State was a feadatory of the Mabrattas, In 
November of that year he entered into a treaty with the Dritish Govern. 
ment, whereby he engaged himself to be loyal and submissive to then, 

The present Rajalvs grandfather, Rajah payanidhi Birabar Uarichand+ 
an, helped the British oops atthe time of the rebellion of the Angul 
Rajah, and was rewarded with the tile of Mahendra Bahadur, a khilat, 
and an clephant 

The Ruling Chief, Rajah Kishore Chandra Birabar Harichandan, 
born an the Oth June 1880, succeeded his father, Rajah Ran Chandra 
Birabar Harichandan, in December 181, During his minority the State 
Was manayed by the Court of Wards, and he was educated at the Cuttick 
Ravenshaw Collegiate School In his younger days, he was eager to learn 
and sludied hard; and not aamindful of is physical education, he entered 
heartily into all the games and manly exercises, and distinguished himself 
in athletics. fe is an intrepid vider, 

His formal installation took place on the 9th June 1901, when he 
attained his legal majority. He married the fourth daughter of the late 
Rajah Sir Basudeb Sudhil Deb, K.C.LU., of Bama, He bas Gvo sons and 
one daughler, ‘The first Prince was born on the 27th Pebraary L902 ; the 
second, onthe £2th September 19035 and the Princess, on the Loh 
December 1900, The capital aud the palace are beautifully silueed on 
the Brahmanij, The Chief is generous, popular and patriotic, 


IRAJAIL BUSABAR KRISTINA COANDRA SINGH Dio 
BAJRADHAR NARIENDRA MAITAPATRA 
RAJAIT OF RANPUR 

Ranpur, one of the Peudalory Stites of Ovinsa, is situated within the 
District of Puri, [Ht claims to be the most ancient of all the Orisa Tributary 
States, and its long list of Chiefs covers a period of over 3,600 years Ie 
oecupies at area of 203 syuare miles, Tt has a populition of 45,004, of 
whom the majorily are Hindus, ind the Mahomedans number about 800, 
tis one of the finest Gurjal States, abounding in numerous natural 
beauties and having: a serene climile, A series of mountain ranges, 
running parallel Co one another, form the natueal batwerk along the 
western side, and serven il from another Meudatory State, Nayagarh, while 
it is bounded on the other three sides by the District of Pars ‘The most 
important of these hill tanges is (he Mainake [tis of historic Ginte, 
and lakes its name trom the presiding deity of Ihe place, whose shrine in 
built on its top. ‘The nest in importance is die Gounia, the biyghest peitk 
in the Sate, covered with a dunse forest. ‘The country is well watered by wa 
number of rivulets that take (heir rise from the mountainous tracts of the 
western frontier and flow eastward down to the Chilka Lake, which is only 
a few miles off from ils boundary, 

Ranpw, the capital, lies al the foot of (he Mainak and) is noted for its 
oxcellent situation and picturesque scenery, In days gone by, the 
place was surrounded by thick jungles, and there was hardly any 
means of communication, Not only is the principal town, but even the 
innermost recesses are now accessible to the outlying: puts. ‘There 
are abundant materials to show that (he phice was once a famous seat 
of architecture and sculpture; but it bas shared the fate of other 
places remarkable for their industries and vidtnufactures, ‘The workinane 
ship displayed in the coyraving af the two tious erecled al the pate 
of the Jagannath (emple is simply excellent. “The weavers of the place 
make a fine kind of cloth, prized ill ever Orissa and elbewhere, Kanpur 
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isfourteen miles from the Kalnupura Ghai station of the Hast Coast 
section of the Bangal-Nagp ir Railway, and about tea otiles from the 
Madras trunk road, wilh which il is connected bya feeder road. The Stale 
maintains av English middle school, three upaer peimacy, and forty lower 
primary schools, anda dispensary, 

The Raj family is noted for its great antiquity and noble descent, 
Kapila Sanhita, a celebrated treatise among the Hindus, makes mention of 
it and refers to a long line of powerful and illustrions Chiefs who had. tra. 
velled beyond Ranpar and made their name at Puri, Brindaban, and 
other places of sanctity, The bool traces the family to the famous 
solar dynasly, from which Maharajah Prittwiraj and other celebrated 
personages claim their deseent. ‘TH now there have been a hundred and 
ten generations of Rajahs who ruled over Ranpur, Rajah Vikrama was 
the first to bear the title of Narendra, The ninely-seventh in succession from 
him, Kunjavihari. Narendra, won the additional tiles of Bajradhar and 
Mahapatra, which have been enjoyed by all his sucvessors, 

The present Chief, Rajah Birabar Keishna Chandra Singh Deo 
Bajradhar Narendra Mahapatra, has been managing the affairs of the 
State with remarkable ability and eminent success, Though young in age, 
he is ripe in wisdom, Fle succeeded his revered father, Rajah Dirabar, 
Benudhar Bajradhar Narendra Mahapatra in 1899, when he was vested 
with all the powers of a Feudatory Chief. Since then he has been 
carrying on the administration with admirable skill, assisted by his 
Dewan, Babu Gopinath Nayak, who exercises the dual funetions of a 
first-class Magistrate and Munsiff, All appeals against the orders of the 
Dewan are disposed of by the Chief, ‘There are thus two Courts in the 
State—a lower court presided over by the Dewan, and a higher one un. 
der the control of the Chief. 

The Rajah Sahib is very kind to his subjects, who show bim 
every respecl and hold him in great affection, He has improved the State 
in many ways, It is gratifying to note that there have been no troubles 
in Ranpur since his accession (o the gadi, which testifies in no small 
degree to his tact and administrative skill, 


RAJATT BISWAMBAR BIRABAR MANGARAT MAUAPATRA 
RAJAIT OF BARAMBA 


Bounded on all sides by the Meudatary Stules of Aindol, Dhenkanal 
Tigiria, Khandapara, and Narsingdipue, the Site Stu of Baramba covers 
an ares oF (34 square tniles, and has a popalagon of atl Che mest 
mumerons castes are Chasas and Pans, and a few Buddhists are still found 
in one or two villages. “The Kanaka Peal (2,088 (out), the highest point of 
® hill range of the same name, is situated on the northern border. Phe 
revenue is more than hal€a lath, of which the sum of Rs, 1,398 is paid as 
tribute to the British Government. A good fair-weather road connects 
Baramba and Narsinghpur on one side, and Tigiria on (he other, joining: 
the old Cottack-Sambalpur road above Savkarpur in Dhenkanal, Excellent 
cotton and silk cloth wre mannfactured at the village of Maniabundha, ‘the 
State maintains a vernaeutar middle school, two upper primary, and nearly 
fifly lower seeondary schools, and a dispensary, 

There is no authentic record, from whieh acorcect history of the State 
gan be traced out, HC is traditionally believed (hat the principality was 
founded in A.D. 1808 by one Hatakishore Raut, a wrestler to Bishor! 
Narsing, the ruler of Orissa, In recognition of his vidour, he was granted 
two villages, Sankha and Mobari, at present united into one and ealed 
Sankhameri, oo the north bank of the river Mahanadh ‘There is uething 
to show the extent of (hose two villages. las said (hat (hey were den 
inhabited hy Khonds, who were driven from their residence to the interior 
of the hills towards the north, Uatalkishere’s possession extended to 
the present gavh, which was about eight square miles in wea, Tis brother, 
Malakishore Raut, who was alse a wrestler sind compinion, succeeded 
him, ‘This Chief enlarged his dominions tawards the west ap to 
Ogalpur on the north bank of the Mabanadi. Uke discovered from the 
adjoining forests the temple ot the goddess Bhotarika, kuewa iia a6 
Bruhadamba or Bardumba (great mother) OQabel reverence te her, 
he designated the Stue “Baramba 1 is sul believed hy the masses that 
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Baramba is the territory of the great mother Bhatarika, ‘The area of the 
Statethen was about sixteen square miles, The fourth Chief, Jambeswar 
Raut, conquered the Khand ruler of Kharod and added twenty square 
miles to his State, His successor, Bholeswar Raul, overcame 
the Khandayat Chicf of Amatia and extended his territory to the Ratapat 
village, the present western boundary of Baramba,  Kanhu Raul, 
the noxt ruler, had, as the limit of the principality, Mohulia, about five 
miles east of the headquarters, ‘The eighth Rajah, Nabin Raul, made a 
further exiension from Bidharpur in the east to Ratapat in the west, 
sixteen miles in length, and from the range of hills towards the north on 
the borders of Hindol to the river Mahanadi in the south, about eight 
miles in breadth, The State rose to its highest eminence during 
his reign, In the time of the twelfth Chief, Krishna Chandra Mangaraj, 
the Mahratlas invaded Baramba and left iton his acknowledging their 
supremacy, and agreeing lo pay them an annual tribute of 6,335 Kahans 
of cowries (shells). ‘The seventeenth Chief, Padmalava Birabar Mangaraj 
Mahapatra, was an imbecile, At the beginning of his rule, the Rajah 
of Khandapara captured the State and held it for thirteen months, It was 
restored to him on the interference of the Rajah of Khurdha (Puri), At 
this time, many a warrior attached (o the Rajah of Khandapara fell in batile 
near the Sunamuhi bandha in the gurh, leaving his khanda (sword) on the 
field. [ence the village is called Khandamal, In the latter part of Pads 
malava’s reign, the Rajab of Narsinghpur proceeded against tbe State and 
seized two main ports, Ratapat and Kharada, ‘These were nie over to 
him when pressed by the Mahrattas, "Phe north-eastern border was subs 
sequently conquered by the Rajah of Dhenkanal, who annexed the two big 
villages of Kalikaprasad and Joumpuria, which had formed part of Baramba, 
Several temples,the most prominent of them being the one dedicated to Gus 
pinath Deb, owe their existence fo Padmatava, Next came in succession, 
Pindik Birabar Mangaraj Mabapatra (1703.18!) Gopinath  Birabar 
Mangaraj Mabapatra (1841-69), and Dasarathi Birabar Mangaraj Maha- 
patra (1860-81), 

It is said that the Rajahs of this State got the filles, Raut, M anginal, 
Mangaraj Mahapatra, and Birabar Mangaraj Mahapatra from the vulers of 
Porijto whom they lad been vassals in former days, when that family ex- 
ercised suzerainty in Orissa,extending from the Carnatic to Hengal(Gour), 

The present Chief, Rajah Biswambar Girabar Mangaraj Mahapatra, 
born in 1880, succeeded to the gad asa child, barely a year old. During 
his minority, (he Stale was under the management of the Court of Wards, 
When be came of age, he was entrusted with full powers, Le is a cultured 
Prince of good principlesand governs the State with credit to himgelf and 
benefit to his subjects. 

by 


RAJAIT UDIT NARAIN SINGIT DEO BATTIADUR 
RAJAIE OF SIERATKIELLA 

The feudatory State of Seraikella in the Orissa District, Bongal, Nas an 
area of 449 square miles, and a population of L0G,(25, ts annual revenue 
is about Rs, 1,25,000, Twas originally known as Sordsa Kola (Rovasa, 
meaning sixteen, and kola, parts, or stages of the waning: moon), Ul 
contains numerous hills and hillocks, wellewooded, which present 
pleasant scenery during the rainy and winter seasons, Rivers and 
streams, such as the Kharkti, the Sanja, dhe Sana, and the Tonghanps, 
of which the first is the largest, witer the tracts, Although the soil 
abounds in gravel and fragments of stone, or very toutile yielding: abune 
dant corn and herbage, bul he growth of trees is stunted on account of the 
layers of rock underground, ‘The climate is fairly oud, 

The Chief exercises unlimited powers ined) and revenue matters, but 
in criminal cases, only those of ic first-cling Magistrate ‘The State mitine 
tains a small milituy force, which acts as a bodyguard to the Rapah, and 
preserves peace inthe State. ‘Chere is also a reguliur police, 

The Rajahs of Seraikellt’ claim their descent from. Sibjec, it nest 
prominent member of the Rather dynasty of Jodhpur, Gaja Singh or 
Man Singh, Ajoy Singh or han Singh, Bijay Singh or Dhutur 
Singh, three of the brothers of Kuhal Singh, a) great.grandson of 
Sibjee, went on a pilgrimage to Puri, when the Rajah of that country, 
hearing of their high lineage, offered his daughters in marriage to 
them, The proud princes declined the olfer, and they were vast in 
prison. = Shortly aflerwards, an elephant of the Rajah that was in’ rut, 
went about killing men and snimalsyund none had the courage lo approach 
it, One of the princes, who was released on request, mounted (he anion, 
sat astride its neck, and kalert it with his sword. Phis acl won the ade 
miration of the Rajah, who ordered the inmediate discharge of the other two 
princes. ‘They proceeded to Bonai where one af them was adopted hy the 
ruler of that terrilory, as he had no issue, Gaja Singh and Dbana Singh 
became the Chiefs of Puralat and Sarena respectively, Subsequently 
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Sarenda was merged in Porahat, as Dhana Singh died withont leaving an 
heir, Some centuries laler, one of their descendants, Bikram Singh Deo, 
founded the State of Soraikella, which came under British protection 
in 1803 ducing the time of Lord Wellesley, Abhiram Singh Deo, the great« 
grandfather of the present ruler, rendered valuable service to them in their 
war with Bhonsla, in recognition of which the Viceroy placed it on record 
that he would always be friendly with the Rajah, and that the Government 
would never demand any tribute from him or his successors, Rajah Azem-~ 
bar Singh, grandson of Raja Abhiram Singh, was complimented in high 
terms by the Board of Directors for the help given them-on the occasion 
of the Kol rebellion in 1834. Affer him came his son, Rajah Chakredhar 
Singh, who proved of greal service to them during the critical 
and trying days of the Mutiny, It was through his aid that the sepoys who 
had looted the Chaibassa treasury were arrested and punished, He saved 
the life of Me, Sismore, the Deputy Commissioner of Sighbhum, by giving 
him refuge in his palace, and ultimately sent him safe to Calcutta under 
the escort of hig brother, The British Government presented the Rajah 
with a kilat of Is, (0,000, one revolver, twelve guns, ornaments, 
and Rs, 2,000 in cash, Ee was again the recipient of a substantial 
gift when he assisted them in putting down the Purahat revoll, He 
was succeeded by his son, the present Chief, 

Rajah Udil Narain Singh Deo Bahadur, born in 1849, mounted the 
gadi in 1885, He received his education under private tutors, and is 
well versed in Sanskril, Urdu, Hindi, Bengali and Uriya, He is the 
author of many useful books, as Sangit Chintamoni, Krishna Nila Mritu, 
Radhahridoy, Gita Bali, Deba Debi Stotra, etc, In 1888 and 1891, 
during the disturbances in the States ol Bonaiand Keunjhar, the Rajah 
helped the Government to the best of his power, ‘They appreciated his 
services and presented him a gun, with a suitable inscription 
engraved on il, He is very kind and sympathetic to his subjects, A 
charity hospital and a free school owe their existence (o him, He 
has recently erected in the town, at a great cost, a lemple of exquisite work. 
manship, His grandson, Jubraj Aditya Pratap Singh Deo, who is the heire 
Apparent, has passed the Entrance i’xamination of the Calcutta University, 
and possesses a good knowledge of English, Bengali and Uriya, He has 
married a daughter of the late Maharajah Ram Chandra Bhunj Deo, Feuda- 
tory Chief of Patna, and is blessed wilh a son and two daughters, 

‘The Rajah, who is advanced in age, governs wilh moderation and 
wisdom, anc is greatly loved by his subjects, In times of necessity the 
neighbouring rulers look up to him for counsel ; and the Chief is most 
loyal to the Paramount Power, 


RAJATI SURAPRATAP MALIINDRA BATTADUR 
RAJAIT OF DITENKANATL. 

Dhenkanal isa feudatory Slate among the Gujarat Mabals of Orissa, 
Hcovers an avea of 1463 squac miles and has a population of 269,850, 
Its annual revenue is about three kukhs, of which the sum of Rs, 6,009 
is paid as tribute to the British Government, ‘Two detached villages 
belonging (o it—Kabalabanda and Gallimanapalnalie outside in’ the 
adjoining British District of Cuttack, ‘The Brahmini civer Hows fa 
an easterly direction through the Principalily, dividing: it into two 
natural divisions, the northern and the sonthern. ‘The country intere 
spersed with hills and forests presents avery. picturesque appearance, 
The northern and the southern parts are wellewooded, and the rest of the 
Province consists of open patches of forests and stuall hills relieving: the 
monotony of the seen, ‘The Kapilis ae the ohivf hills, about 4250 
feet above the searlevel, in the soufheeturn part of (he Sites well-known 
all (heough Orissa asa phice of pildcimage, with we (ample dedicated (a 
Chandrashekhara Jeo, Many old architectural monimicats, dating: from the 
time of Pratap Rudra Deo, the Ring af Ovissa, ave alsa found there, Aa 
annual fair is held in the shrine on (ie Sivaralliri day. Salsejia is another 
hill in the southeweal, 2,000 feet high, Tach of these hills has perennial 
falls, the waters of which ave said to be very healthy, These add 
greally to the beanty of the peaks. ‘The Ramial and the Lingra, tribue 
favigs tg the Brahmini, and the Saxpua, a branch of the Mahanadi,are other 
streams of importance, Weekly markels are held in several places, ‘The 
State Maintains a well-organized charity dispensary, besides another in the 
Bnisingha yub-division, Italy supports a high school in addition to 
fifteen, upper primary and 220 lower primary schools, Bhuban, with a 
population of 7,000, which has alocal repulation for ils manufacture of 
bell.metal ware, is a town in Dhenkanal, on the north bank of the 
Brahmani, about fourteen miles from Jenupur station on the Bengal 
Nagpur Railway, The country sees {o be sich in mineral resources, 
but {hese need prospecting and working, Guld im small quintilies ie 
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oblained from surface washings. Iron is smelted on a email scale, Mica is 
found in the Kapilag, and coalis met with here and there, There are 
neatly 175 miles of good metalled road in the Principality, Tassar cloth 
manufactured from cocoons in the State forest, and colton cloths on a small 
scale, are the chief textile industries, Bell-metal and brass utensils are also 
made in some villages, and lac is obtained from ihe koosum trees, For 
administrative purposes the State is divided into two divisions, containing 
twenty-four parganas with 968 villages. It takes ils name affer Dhenka 
Sabar, one of the carly Savar Chiefs of these tracts, 


‘The present ruling house belongs to the famous Yaduvansa dynasly of 
Rajputs. It would appear that, at the beginning of the sixteenth century, 
three brothers, Gobind Sinha, Hari Sinha, and Janardhana Sinha, left their 
original homes in Rajputana, went to Puri, look service under Pratap 
Rudra Deo, and rose to great power by their talents. Gobind Sinha 
became Prime Minister, and eventually King of Orissa; Hari Sinha 
was the Commander-in-Chief, and founded the Dhenkanal State, The 
third brother, Janardhan, successfully held the offices of Finance Minister 
and Prime Minister, All the three were invested with the title of Bidya- 
dhar, Alter Gobind Bidyadhar assumed the royalty over Orissa, his brother, 
Hari Bidyadhar, accompanied him in his expeditions to South India, 
and, as a reward lor his great deeds of valour, he was given a jaghir, which 
now formsa portion of the Principality of Dhenkanal, He was also 
permitted to use, as his family ensign, the minakelan kalavi and the 
minakelan pagri (dagger and head-gear with the insignia of fish and ban- 
ner) which he had wrested from a famous South Indian Chief, Being a 
renowned warrior, Hari Bidyadhar greatly extended his dominions by sub» 
duing the surrounding petly Chiefs, and proved a powerful ruler in 
those parts, He visited Gajapathi Maharajah of Puri, who conferred on him 
the distinctions of Kai Sinha Bhramarbar and Farkhanda Padshaha, and 
.also granted him, as a kinsman. and illustrious warrior, many special 
privileges of worship in the famous temple of Jagannath, which the Rajahs 
of Dhenkanal enjoy to this day. Hari Bidyadhar, the founder, held 
sway over Dhenkanal from 1529 to 4584 A. D,, and under him the State 
became congolidaicd, Afler him came in regular succession seven rulers, 
Lokenath Sinha (1584-1606), Balabadra Rai Sinha (1606-1632), Neelakanta 
Rai Sinha (1632-1652), {trisenna Rai Sinha (1652-1694), Kangabihari Rai 
Sinha (1694-1720), Erajabihari Rai Sinha (1720-1744), and Damodara Rui 
Sinha (1744«J 746), whose reigns covered about 170 years, The ninth occu. 
pant of the gadi was Trilochan Mahindra Bahadur, from L746 to 1788, 
During his time, the Mahrattas were very powerful in Central India, and the 
Raja of Nagpur compelled him to pay tribute, Owing to some misunder- 
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standing, a.war broke out between Dhenkantl and Nagpur, and a battle 
was fought in 1781. The Nagpur Durbar, appreciating the valour of 
Trilochan, remitted half the tribute payable by him, and bestowed on him 
the tille of Matindia Rahaduy, still held by the Rulers of Dhenkanal. ‘The 
original Uile of Rai Sinha Bhramarbar was then adopted by the heir-appite 
rent. He received other presents, such as dhanea (bigs drum), iid ohadanall 
(a kind of match-lock). 

Trilochan enlarged the limits of the State, and buil€ many forts, Poor 
rulers came after him until 1832, Dayanidi Mahindra Bahadur (1788-1798), 
Ramehandra Mahindra Bahadur (1798-1842), Krishnachandra Mahindra 
Bahadur (1812-1822), and Shyamsundra Mahindra Bahadur (1822-1832), 
Nothing of importance seems to have taken place during their time, 

Maharajah Bhagirath Mahindra Bahadur was the Chief for a long 
term af forty-five years, (rom 1842 to (87% Tl cule is (he mast import 
ant in the annals of modern Dhenkanal, Ue was a profound Sanskrit 
scholar, a liberal patron of learning, and an able adiministrater. During his 
reign many reforms were effected; the kind tenures were settled ya 
good system of accounts was brought into working order; schools came 
into existence in large numbers ; dispensaries were opened; jaily and court. 
houses were constructed, [n appreciation of his administration, the Govern« 
ment of India granted him the distinction of Midarajah.  Ois charities in 
the matter of education went even beyond the borders of his State, He 
gave large donations la the Raveushiw College and to (he Medical 
School at Cuttack, Nis help to the Cuttack Printing Company was 
highly appreciated, as it was very opportune, Ho was known all over the 
country for his respectability and liberalily, and always surrounded hinwelf 
with several orthodox pundits and scholars, As there was none {o succeed 
him, he adopted as his heir, before his death in 1877, Deenabhandu, 
the youngest brother of the Chief of Baud, But this Prince dic not live 
long. He died in 1885, while the State was still under the Court af Wards, 
leaving behind him an infant son, six months old, the present Chief, to 
inherit the Principality, His widow, a daughter of the Chief of Bonai, 
brought up the child, Rajah Surapratap Mahindra Bahadur, with very 
Sreat care, 

The young Prince was educated at the Ravenshaw Collegiate School, 
His mother was an able and pious lady, who exercived a very wholesome 
influence on him, She was well-known for her chititable disposition, 
and devoted horself to many good works, She buill a big temple 
dedicated to Narayana at Kapilas, The Chief waa entrusted with ruling 
powers in 1906, after the State had enjoyed the benefits of sound 
British administration for nenrly thirty years, He haa marmied a grand: 
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daughter of the Chief of Seraikella, He has three sons, the eldest of whom 
is Yuvaraj Sankara Pratap Rai Sinha Bhramarbar. The Rajah 
is very enlightened and takes a great interest in his work, Ho 
has brought the administration to a high standard of efficiency. 
Forests have been reserved and madean important asset of the Principality, 
ylelding a largo annual revenue, Many irrigation canals have been 
opened, By a good distribution of bulls and stallions, the breed of 
cattle and horses has been much improved. Special attention is paid 
to the Industrial development of the country, The Rajah does 
everything in hispower to advance weaving, carpentry, filigree work, 
horn and ivory works, and other industries, Students are sent out 
with scholarships for the purpose of obtaining a sound techn ical education, 
A magnificent building has been erected for a High School, com» 
memorating the name of his illustrious grandfather. ‘She capital has heen 
adorned wilh many substantial buildings, Facilities are given to tenants 
to improve agriculture by means of grants and loans and by the 
free gift of timber for house-building, The police force has been 
reorganised, and the criminal tribes of Pans have been reclaimed 
by wiving lands and by opening special schools for them, The mica 
mines are carefully worked under the direct control of the Chieb 
Good arrangements ave made for catching and taming elephants, abounding 
in the Stale forests, A special cess has been levied with a view to extend 
the benelits of instruction to the poorest subjects and to the re« 
motest corners of Lhe Principality, Courts have heen remodelled ; and an 
asylum, called (he Sankarashram, for the old and infirm cows, has been 
constructed, Samities have been alaried in every Brahmin village to 
encourage education on orthodox lines. A sum of more than Rs, 40,000 
was spent in giving relief to the poor duting the famine of 1908.09, 
The Chief also induced the leading vich men of the State to dis. 
tribute cash and grain to the famine-siricken, Those who came forward 
to halp the needy were honored wilh medals, certificates, and tilles by 
the Political Agent al the instance of the Rajah, {In recognition of his 
good work as an administrator, the Government of India invested him 
in 1909 with the powers of a Sessions Judge. 

The young Ruler of Dhenkanal, Rajah Surapratap Mahindra Bahadur, 
has many years of useful life before him, and there is no doubt that he will 
add greatly to big fame by working strenuously for the good of his people. 


\ 


RAJAH SATCHIDANANDA TRIBHUBAN DEB 
RAJAII OF BAMRA 


To the cast of the British District of Sambalpur and surrounded hy the 
Principalities of Gangpur, Bonai, PaleLahara, Talcher, and Rairakhol, is the 
State of Bama, about 2,000 square miles in extent, with a population of 
188,055. [is annual revenne is about two lakhs of rupees, ff is under 
(he control of the Political Ageut of the Feudatory. States of Orissa ‘The 
aboriginal tribes predominate, the most prominent of them being the 
Kols, the Gonds, the Khands and the Bhuiyas, Agriculture is the 
chief occupation of the people, and: there is also a litde weaving industry. 
Rico is the staple food, and paddy is grown in abundance, Pulses, oil- 
seedy, sugarcane, cotton, lac, bees-was, honey and gill are ether products 
of importance, The forests abound in sal (rees, front which resin is extract 
ed, The viver Brahmani flows through the country, 

For administrative purposes the State is divided into twa subdivisions 
with five Magistiates, of whom three are invested with fist class: powers, 
The Chief exercises the powers of a Sessions Judge. Ue administers the 
Principality himsell without the aid ofa Dewan, but there ia State Council 
consisting of seven members, lo advise the Rajah in’ seous ynd important 
judicial matters, ‘The lughest official of the Durbar is: his Private 
Secretary, Babu Jayeschandsa Dasgupta. Medieal aid is afforded in three 
Dispensaries, under the efficient control of the Principal Meclieal Officer, 
Dr. Surendranath Sinha. A workshop is attached to the Central Jail 
at Deogarh, where cotton, silk, and porcelain articles are manufactured, 
There are seven police stations and five oul-posts in charge of a Police 
Superintendent, Instruction is given free, primary and secondary 
education being compulsory, ‘The latter is imparted in the High Schoot 
in English, and in tho Prajna School in the vernaculars, Boarding houies 
are attache lo them, Most of the primary schools are mixed ones, 
in which boys and girls are taught together, The khedda operations 
in the Slate foresia are known all over Bengal, ‘The four impor. 
ant towns in the Principality are Deogarh, the capital, Barkoot, 
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Kuchinda, and Govindapur. The palace of the Chicf is in Dengarh, a 
picturesyue town, surounded by hills on all sides. Puoranagarh (ao+ 
cient fortress) is only a mile off from the palace, The Pradhanpat 
Falls, which supply the whole town and its suburbs with pure water, 
presenta magnificent natural scenery, The eldest son of the Rajah is 
styled “ Tikayet (one on whose forchead shines the Raj-tika or the sign 
of the raj) ; the second son, “ Patiayet” (the sword-hearer and constant 
companion to his elder brother, the Tikayet); the other sons “Lalls” (Lall 
is a Rajput title, meaning a member of the royal family), When the Chief 
dies, the Tikayel becomes Sudhal or Tribhuban according to his turn ; 
the Pattayet is known as Barakumar, and the “alls retain their title as 
long as they live, 

The Chiefs of Bamra claim descent fromthe lunar race of Rajputs. 
They are known as Ganga kings. Tt would appear that their ances 
lors were at one time rulers of Orissa sand when the members of that 
family were all treacherously murdered by a faithless minister, a nephew of 
the Rajah alone escaped into the Orissa jungles and founded the State of 
Ramra, by pulting down most of the hill chiefs around and bringing the 
people under his sway. Tt continued as a separate Principality unmolested 
by any outside attacks until the middie of the eighteenth century, when the 
Mahrattas penetrated even these hill fastnesses and impased a tribute of 
Rs, 400 on its cuter, The territory came under the Rast Indian Company 
in 1808, when the Mahratta power in Orissa declined, 

The Chiefs of Ranwa were let alone as hill feudatories, and they 
have always been most loyal to the suzerain power, Along with 
the other rulers of Orissa, they were bound to furnish contingents 
whenever needed by the Paramount Power for quelling disturbances, In 
recognition of the valuable aid rendered to the British Government by 
Rajah Braja Sundar Deb during the conflict between them and the Chief 
of Angul, they conferred on him the distinetion of Rajah Bahadur, and 
presented him with two guns, an dephant, anda khilat. We improved 
the State in every possible way, Tt was in his reign that the Government 
of India recognized Bamra as a Teudatory State, Having no issue, he 
adopted Basudeh Deb, the son of his younger brother, Barakumar 
Harlhar Neh, He died in 1869, 

Rajah Basu Deb Sudhal Neh succeeded to the gadi asa minor of 
eighteen years, with his father, Marihar Deb, as guardian, until he atlained 
his full age in 1874, Tle was a profound Sanskrit scholar and took a spe- 
cial interest in the education of his children, ITe raised the M. E, School 
in the State to the slandird of x Wigh School and got it affilinted to the 
Caloulla University in 133%, When his eldest son, the present Chief, 
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evinced a great taste for scientific knowledge, he Gitled up a splendid 


laboratory and an observatory forhim, At the prince's suggestion, the 


Rafah introduced a schon for supplying the capital with water by a system 
of pipes, from the Pradhanpat Falls. He set up Stide Press, and started 
a weekly journal, entitled “Sambalpnr Mitaisiné.” During his rule, free 
dispensaries, jails, police stations, post offiees, telephones, steam 
engines for sawemills, works of irrigation, ete, came into existence, The 
telephone line, whieh is seventy-cight miles in length, is supposed to be one 
of the longest in India, Jn recognition of his efficient management of the 
State, the Government of Tndia besfowed on Rajah Rasa Neh Sudhal Neb 
the wellemorited {itle af CLI. in 1891, ane four vears later he was created 
aK.C.LE, He passed away in 1903 at the age of fitty-twa, leaving behind 


him nine sons, 

Rajah Saichidananda Tribhnban Deh, the present Ruler, ways horn 
in 1878, Tle is well-versed in several branches of science, as physics, 
chemistry, mineralogy, meteorology and astronomy. Te has brought 
out two treatises on science. headed Brishtibiinan and Prakriti, He haga 
reservoir constructed for the storage of pure water, and has extended its 
supply to the whole town by the pipe system, The palace and other tm- 
portant hnildings, and the parks and gardens are Tit, by electricity. ‘The 
Bamra Book Publishing Company is also worked bv the same power, 
Clath-looms, ayguemills, eles, in the Stilefirn are anpplied with water 
by the stein engines MWe isa highly culled Prince, and knaws cover 
langnages Tnglish, Sanskrit, Uriva, Remisi, and Cindi Te veeasnises 
meril in others and enconiumees them Hherally. Te lias transhufed many 
Sanskrit dramas and English scientifie books into Uriva ‘The following 
are some of them tMavasSahari, Bhima, Ananta, Chandra Doola, 
Raidic Prakriti, RaseRahasya, Alankar Save Chitra, Prema-Staunka, and 
Kadauari, The Rajah Saheb is a striet teetotder, and keeps an 
admirable check on his subjects against the use of any intoxicating 
beverage, We is very kind to his tenants and readily redresses their 
Arievances. He is friendly with the neighbouring Chiefs, and papular 
anong the British officers. Te has three sons anda danghter, The 
heir-apparent, Tikayet Dibvasankar Deb, is studying in the Rajkumar 
School at Neovarh for the Matriculation Examination. 

The scientific knowledge acquired’ by the Chief has been utilized to 
add to the comforts and conveniences of his subjects, Under such an 
enlightened Ruler the prosperity of the Sule fs of course assured, 


RAJAH SADHU CHARAN MAN SINGH [IARICHANDAN 
RAJAH OF NARSINGHPUR 

The feudatory State of Narsinghpur in Orissa, which fringes a series 
of forest-clad mountains, and which is bounded on the south and 
south-west by the river Mahanadi, has an area of 199 square miles and a 
population of more than 30,000, A rvad running from Sankarpar 
in Dhenkinal connects Baramba with Nursinghpm. = There ace 
two other roads that lead to Angul and Hindol, Kanpur, on the 
Mahavadi, is the chief village, with a popubtion of nealy 2,000. 
A bi-weekly fair is helt there, and deals im large quantities of 
grain, cotton and sugar-cane, Instruction is piven in one vernaculiy 
middle gechool, one upper primary school, and about forty primary 
schools. Medical aid is afforded in one dispensary. ‘he revenue comes 
to nearly 76,000 ropees, of which thy sum of Rs, 1,480 is paid as 
tribute to the British Government, A Rajpul, named Dharma Singh, 
founded the State six hundred years ago, It would appear that he 
conquered it from two Bhond Chiefs, Narsingh and Poro ; hence 
probably the name Narsinghpur. ‘The rulers of this Principality have 
been enjoying the titles, Man Singh Mari Chandan Mahapatra, with the 
distinction of Rajah fora long ume, and they were formally recognized 
by the British Government in £87, ‘The present Chief, Rajah Sadhu 
Charan Mao Singh Hari Chandan, born in 1883, was placed on the 
gadias achild barely @ year old, During his minority the Stale was 
under the management of the Court of Wards, ‘The Rajah is well 
educated and carries on the administration efficiently. 


RAJAN JOGINDRA DIO 
RAJAU OF BAULD 


Baud, an ancient principality in the ‘Tributury Mahals of Orissa, 
covers an area of 1,264 square miles, aud his a population of LLdj000. 
Us revenue is nearly a lakh of papees, of which Uie sam of Rs. 800 is paid as 
tribute ty the British Government, The State was founded more hin 1,800 
years ago by Anung Bhunj Deo, a velatian al the Bhuay Rajah at Keunjlar, 
another Native Slate in Orissa. ‘The rulers of the latter country, in 
their tm, claim their descent fom the great roling bouse of Chitor, [tis 
sitid that, during the turbulent times when the Chiefs ol Rajputeaa were 
engaged in internal warlare,some brothers of Ana Bhunj Deo ted fram 
the seat of war and went to Puri on a pilgrimage, ‘They it last settled in 
Orissa and established the States of Mayurblnnj, Keuajlae aad 
Kanikas As refugees frome the fic of battle they were styled 
“Bhunj”, which hterally means «run away? ormerly, the Crovings 
of Baud was ruled by a Bratuuin line of Kings, dhe bist ot who wis 
Gandha Mardan Deo When Anang Bhuj Deo, ax a aere youth, 
came over from Keunjhar with bis widowed mother, Gamdha Mardan Duy 
took them uncer his care, As he lit no issue at tie time ot lis death, 
he left the Stute to Anitug Bhanj, who ascended the gedé on the denise of 
the Brahmin ruler, Seventy generations have passed sitive his assumption 
of the chiefship, 

The hereditary Gtle of Rajah tis heen enjoyed by saccessive Chiefs 
from the time of the Mahomedan supremicy., ‘The Mubrattis too recogts 
nised it, and it was linally rated by the Mughsh in ltl, ‘She ralers 
of Baud have acquired historic renown for tau loyally and hospitahty. Lt 
is said that, during (he ume oof Rajah Pratap Deo, at party of unperial 
(roups pagsed through his capital on ils way te Pari ‘Che olfieers in 
command were compelled to halt at Bseud as fever dd broken vutin the 
army, The Rajah rendyred them every assistance, aud pained their 
good opinion. On their return tu the headquarters, they spoke Jrighly 
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ol the generosily and kindness of the Chief, and the {mperor conferred 
on him the title of Swasti Shri Deolakhya Dumbadhipati: Fharkund 
Mandlestwar, The Rajahs continned to hold (his distinetion (ill the time 
vf Banamali Deo, In his reign some Mahratta officers repaired to Sone+ 
purfor the collection of the peshkugsh and maltreated and harassed the 
innocent ryots, ‘The enraged populace got logether and determined to 
oppose the oppressors. ‘The Mahrattas, on hearing this, ded to Baud, 
and sought reluge with the Chief, bul the Sonepuris followed them thither, 
He rescued the Mahrattts by taking their pursuers prisoners, and send. 
ing them lo Nagpur. ‘This act gained for him the esteem of the 
Mahratla sovereign, who granted hint the tithe of Siwasti Shei Prabala 
Pratapaditya Paratapa Danasampanna ¥harkhand Badshah, urther, he 
was cxempled frond the payment of all dues (peslikush) either to the 
Mahrattas or lo Uae Moghuls, ‘The distinction enjoyed by the Chiefs was 
subsequently abbreviated to Fharkhand Paichha’ The eldest son of the 
Chie is called Jub Rajah, while the younger sons are known as Babus, 

‘The greater part of the State consists of jungles and hills, where 
¢lephants, tigers and other Kinds of panie are to be found, Le was Rajah 
Pitainber Deo, the father of the present Chiel, who made it his lifelong aim 
tu reclaim the forest lauds aad establish new villages, Most of the 
Villages and ireigation bunds, tanks and reset voirs scattered thioughout 
the Principality, testify to his zeal for its development, Since bis 
accession ly the geadé, Kajal Jogindra Deo has made improvements 
in every divection, ‘The Slate has had a regular settlement The 
Forest, Police and Mdueaion Departments have been specially ree 
organised. idueation has been made free, and tha uumber of 
schools is increasing year by year, Vaecinalion has besome very 
popular. ‘Phe administration has been placed on a sound basis to 
meet the wants of mmudern times. ‘The revenue bas been considerably 
increased, ‘Che headquarters are studded with substantial public build. 
ings, and the newly-built palace of the Chief stands prominently on the 
bank of the Mahanadi river, 

The present Rajah, Jogindra Deo, is fifty-four years old and has sat 
on the gadi since the Sth October 1880, Be has travelled all over 
India with the Ran aud the Jubraj. (le was invited to the levee of Their 
Imperial Majestios the King-lémperor and the Queen-IMipress, held at 
Galealti in January L912, and he welcomed (he opportunity tans alforded 
him of paying his respects to Uren, He is highly spoken of all over the 
district for bis exemplary behaviour wad careful management of the State, 
The Kajal has an only son, Jubraj Narayin Prasad Deo, a lad of seven 
years, aud has placed him under capable teachers, 


RAJAN! SHYAM CHANDRA MARDARA] HARI CHANDAN 
RAJAH OF NILGIRI 

Lying between the Slate of Mayarbhanj and the District of Balasore, 
Nilgiri, the tributary hill State of Ovissa, has an area of 278 square miles, 
and &@ popukiion of about 60,000, suatered over 466 villages, wilh a 
density of 249 persons per square mile. Uills, whieh contain: valuable 
limber, cover a third of the State. Nineelenths of the people 
are Uindus, the rest being Mahomedans and Anionsts Among the 
principal castes are the Shandatls, Bhumij, Brahiams, Gaurs, and 
Hos. There are Christians of the Amenean Peee Baptist: Mission, living. 
at Milrapur, eleven miles west of the Balasore town. ‘The revenue 
of the State comes to a lakh and i hall, wad the tribute payabks to the 
British Government is Ry. 3,900, or purpeses of iustraction, there are 
ten upper primary, and about a hundred lower pronary schools, and ong 
English middle school. ‘There is one dispensary, Nigiei, the most imporkunt 
village of the State, is at the footof a hill within reach of the (rank road fran 
Caleulta to Madras, Black stone is quarried Low Linge extent and itis used 
tor making cups, bowls, pluters, ete, Nothing is known of the ely 
history of (he State. [Cs traditionally believed that (he Pringipality was 
founded by an adventurer of Chota Nagpur; that ong of his successorg 
rendered timely and valuable ad to Man Singh, a General of Akbar, in 
reducing the turbulent and refractory Pathans tv subjection ; and that 
the Emperor recognised it by geinting (he Chief substiuntial rewards, 
Rajah Krishna Chandra Mardaraj Hari Chandan, borin 1827, sugeeed. 
ed to the gadi in 1842, Alter him eine his adopted son, the present Chief, 
Rajah Shyam Chandra Mardaray Hart Chandan, in 1804, Ue ix the twenty« 
sixth in descent from the founder of the family. Ne is a brother of the 
late Mabarajith of Moharbhanj., Ae received his education at St. Paul's 
School, Darjeeling, under the guardianship of a uropean gentleman 
The tiles of Rajah and Mardaray Harichandan were recogoized by the 
British Government In 1874. 


RAJAH BABHUDENDRA DEO SAMANTA 
‘ RAJAH OF ATHMALLIK 


Athimallik, a tributary Stale of Orissa, Bengal, covers an area of 730 
square miles, and has a population of a little more than 40,000, with a 
density of 36 persons per square mile. The principality comprises 460 vil- 
lages ; the most important of them, Kaintira, on the north bank of the 
Mahanadi, with a population of nearly 2,000, contains the piace of the 
Chief, Of the castes, the mast largely represented swe Chasaa, Gaues, 
Gonds, Pans and Sudhas, The country is hilly and well-wooded, and the 
river Mahanadi flows through il The chief products are timber, rice, 
and oil-seeds, and they are exported by means of pack bullocks and boats. 
Instruction is imparted in one English middle school, one upper 
primary school, and about forty lower primary schools, Medical aid is 
afforded in one dispensary, ‘The revenue is nearly a lakh of rupees, of 
which the sum of Re, 480 is paid as tribute to the British Government, 
It is traditionally believed that one Pratap Deo, the ancestor 
of the Athmallik: family, with his seven brothers, went from 
Jaipur, in Rajputana, fo Puri on a pilgrimage, when a quarrel arose 
hetween them and the Rajat of Puri, and two of them were killed, 
The others proceeded to Bonai, and took possession of the plice, one of 
them becoming its ruler, What now constitutes the Athmallik State on 
the north of the river Mahan tdi,was then under the sway of a Rajah, a Dom 
by casie. Pratap Deo went against him, captured his dominions, and estas 
blished himself ruler over them. He founded a village which he called after 
himself, Pratappur, and which is still in existence, The State proper 
was known as Handpa. With a view to bring the turbulent aborigines 

“under control, one of his successors divided the principality into eight 
parts, and placed a Chicf ever each of them, The country was thereafter 
known as Athmallik (cight chiefs), Maharajah Mahendra Deo Samanta, 
born in £848, cams to thy gadi on the &th Pebruwy 1877 Rajah 
Babhudendra Dz Samanta is the present Chief. 


RAJATI NABA KISHOR CHANDRA MARDARA] JAGDER 
RAJA OF TUINDOL ‘ 

The tributary State of Hindoel in Orissa, Mengal, cavers an arenof sta 
square miles and has a population of nearly 50,000, scattered over 234 
villages, Almost all the peopleare Hindus, ‘The most important castes 
are the Chasas and Pans, ‘The revenne comes to nearly a lakh of rupees; 
and the tribule payable to the British Government is Rs, 641, ‘The 
old Cultack-Sambalpar high road, which runs through the Stile in 
a gouth-easterly direction, is Ube only means of communication, ‘The soil 
is well adapled to the growth of ovanges as the excellent fruits from 
the Rajah's gardens testify. ‘The local produets are brought (a. the 
Mahanadi river, where (ravelling inerchants purchase teem, Edneation 
is given inone oghsh middle school, Uiree nipper prinntey, sid sixty 
lower primary schools, Medical aid is atforded: free in ane dip 
sary. ‘The fornders of (he State ave said to be Tetkshinan Mtabiatta ane 
Bharat Mahratla, of the fiunily of the Kimedi Rajatis in Ganjani, Medias 
Presidency, Thwas. originally under the sway of three or four petty 
Chiefs, completely buried in jungle, (the two Muabratte brothers drove 
out the old rulers and formed their lerritories into one principality. 
Three generations ago, Rajah Tshwor Singh Mardaraj Jigdeb was 
the ruler of Dindol, Te was succeeded by hiss son, Rajah Makir Singh 
Mardaraj Jagdeb As he had no issue, Lis brother, Wuah Janardan Mare 
davaj Jagdeb, born in 1855, came to the gad iv Joly 1877 Rajah Naba 
Kishor Chandra Mardaraj Jagdeb is the present Chief, The title of 
Rajah was conferred on the family by the Mahratla rulers, and wag 
recognised by the British Government in 187-1, 


RAJATI BANAMALI KITE TRIYA BIRBAR 
CITAMPATI SINGIT MAHAPATRA 
RAJAU OF TIGIRIA 

The tiny tributary State of ‘Tigiria, in Orissa, Bengal, covers au area of 
forty-six square miles, and is surrounded by the Stales of Dhenkanal, Ath- 
#arh, and Baramba, IC has a population of a Little move than 20,000, spread 
over 102 villages, ‘Though this is the smallest of the Orissa States, it is 
the most densely peopled, with 492 persons per square mile. Almost all 
the people are Hindus, the most numerous class heing the Chasas, who 
number nearly 10,000, ‘The Mahanadi waters the tracts, The soil is fertile, 
and among the principal products are rice and other food graing,oil-sceds, 
sugarecane, tobacco, and cotton, Superior cotton cloth is woven in the 
Slate and largely exported, [airst are hefd in two villages twice a 
week. For communication there are proper roads, The revenue is 
about 20,000 rupees, of which the sum of Rs, 882 is paid as (ribule to the 
British Government, Education is provided for in nearly thirly institutions 
of the lower primary stindard, ‘Tigiria is said to be a corruption of 
Trigiri or Unrec hills, The Chiefs of this State come of a Rajput 
Kshatriya family, which is said to have descended from one Sur Tung 
Singh Mandhata, a pilgrim to Puri from Rajputana. Conquering the 
tracts from the aborigines, about four centuries ago, he set himself up 
as ruler over them, Another account is to. the effect (hat the Stale was 
founded nearly four hundred years ago by one Nityananda ‘Tunga, a 
pilgrim from the wesl to Puri, who was directed to the spot by a dream, 
Rajah Gopinath Singh, the twenty.second in descent from him, assumed 
the tide of Champati Singh Mahapatra, Hlis great-grandson, Rajah 
Harihar Khetriya, got the additional title of Birbar, Afler ruling for 
forly-lwo years, he died in 1886, when he was succeeded hy his sen, the 
present Chief, Raja Banamali Xhetriya Birbar Champati Singh Maha+ 
patra, born in 1857, 

ou 


RAJAH NARAYAN SINGH MANDHATA 
RAJAH OF NAYAGARH 

The hilly and picturesque tributary State of Naya in Orissa, Ben= 
gal, has an area of 588 square miles and a population of 140,000, seatlered 
over 775 villages, with a density of 240 persona toa squive mile. The 
majority of the peuple are Uindus, the rest being Animists and Maho- 
medans, The most important castes are the Chasas, Pans, Gaurs, Brah. 
mins and Khonds. A range of hills, from 2,000 to 3,000 feet in height, 
runs through the State, The south and south-cavlern portions are very 
wild and billy, occupied by troublesome Kbonds, who occasionally carry 
their depredations into the surrounding tacts, Amonyt the exporta are 
rice, cotton, sugarcane, and several kinds of oilseeds and cereals, For 
purposes of education thereare one Muglish iniddle school, three upper 
primary, and fifty lower primary schools. Medical aid is afforded in ane 
dispensary. The Chiefs of Nayagarh claim their descent from Surjya 
Mani Singh of the Rajpul family conneeted with the rulers of Rewa, ‘The 
State has an annual revenue of nearly a lakh anda half, of which the sam 
of Rs, 5,525 is paid ay tribute to the British Government, Nayagarh, the 
principal village, contains the residence of the Chief, and is connected by 
road with Khurda in the Puri Diswict, Originally Khandpara and Naya« 
garh formed one Stale, but about two centuries ago, Khandpara became 
a separate principality, The Rajabs of Nayagarh won the distinctions of 
Champati Singh, Mangraj, and Mandhata fron the rulers of Pari. Rajah 
Tadhu Kishor Singh Mandhata, born in 1843, succeeded to the State in 
1851, He was followed by Rajah Raghunath Singh Mandhata in 1890, 
Four years after, the Khonds rose against him, but order was soon restored 
with the aid of the British, The present Chief is Rajah Narayan Singh 
Mandhata. 


RAJAH RAM CHANDRA SINGIT MARDRA] BA RAMARBAR RAI 
RAJAH OF KHANDAPARA 
The tributary State of Khandapara in Orissa, Bengal, is separated by 
the Mahanadi from the principalities of Narsinghpur and Baramba, and lies 
between Nayagarh on the south and Dagpalla on the west, [thas an area 
of 244 square miles with a population of about 70,000, The revenue is 
nearly half a latch, and the tribute payable to the British Government is 
Rg, 4,212. The soil is very fertile, and the country is one of the best cul 
tivated in the district, excellant kinds af timber are grawa in the hilly 
parts, and splendid banyan and mango trees on the plains. The State 
maintains a vernacular middle school and nearly forty lower primary 
schools, Medical aid is given free in one dispensary. The family of 
the Rajah of Khandapara is an off-shool of that of Nayagarh, claiming 
descent from a younger son of the latter house, Jadunath Singh Mangraj, 
who had lived seventy-two generations ago, Himyelf and three of his 
anecessors added largely to their duminions by conquering the neighbour. 
ing petty aboriginal chieftains, The Rajahs reformed their subjects, who 
were savage and uncivilized, by affording them facilities for education, In 
recognition of the help rendered by one of the Chiefs of Khandapara, 
Banamali Singh, to the Mabirajah of Orissa, the fatter conferred on 
him the distinctions of Bhai Mardraj Rhramarbar Rai, which still con- 
tinue in the family, The flag granted to one of his successors by the 
Maharajah of Nagpur is preserved, When Orissa lirst came under Sritish 
influence, Rajah Narsingha Singh rendered valuable assistance to them 5 
and they recognised it by presenting him with an clepbant and a cannon, 
Rajah Natobar Singh Mardraj Bhramarhar Rai, born in’ 1887, came to 
the gadi in 1867, Rajah bam Chandra Singh Mardraj Bhramarbar Rai is the 
present Chief, ‘The title of Rajah was conferred on the family by the 
Mahratta rulers, and it was formally recognised by the British Govern. 
ment in 1874, 


* 


RAJAIL GANESH WAR PAL 
RAJAH OF PAL LAHARA, 

The tributary State of Pal Lahara in Orissa, Bengal, bis an aren of 
452 square miles, and a population of about 26,000, spread over 265 vil- 
lages, giving adensity of fifty persons per square mile, Nills cover the 
eastern and the northern portions of the principality. Malayagivi, the 
loftiest of the peaks in the Orissa District, is situated within its linils, 
The ordinary grains and oil-seeds are the principal agricultural pro« 
ducts, ‘The road from Midoapore to Sambalpur passes through the 
country, A revently constructed good road connects Taleher and 
Angul with the village in) which the Rajah resides, Instrnetion 
is given in nearly a dozen primary schools, Medical aid is alforded in one 
dispensary. ‘The annual revenue of (he State is mare thin Ry, 80,000, 
of which the sum of Rs, 267 is paidias tubnte to the British Govermuceat, 
The Rajput Chiefs of Pal Lahara trace their descent frond Rajat Santosh 
Pal, commonly known ag Pat Ganeshwar Pal Che Shute was for a tong 
lime tributary to Keanjhie, which eed loa good dealof complications and 
internal disputes, until the British intervened and Cook iLunder ther protec 
tion, The present Rajah is the dwenty-third in deseent from the founder 
ofthe family. Chintamani Pal, also called Pat Muni Dal, was the Chief 
in 1800, We was most useful to the Byeilish in suppressing Che rebellion 
that broke onlin Keunjhar ip 1807-8, and in recognition af it, the persanal 
distinction of Rajah Bahadur was conferred on bim, Qn his death in 
1888, he was suecceded by the present Chief, Rajah Ganeshwar Pal, born 
in 1884, 


RAJAH NARAYANA DEO BAN] 
RAJAH OF DASPALLLA, 

The tributary State of Daspalla, in Orissa, Bengal, fringes the Angul 
District and (he Narasinghpur Principalily, and is bounded on the south 
by the Ganjam Districlia the Madras Vresiclency,and on the west by Baud, 
Ils area is 568 square miles, and ithas a population of about 60,000, 
Almost all the people are Uindus, the most important castes being repre« 
sented by the Khonds, Pans, Chasasand Gaurs, The Mahanadi river, which 
runs through a portion of the State, forms a very fine waterway, Goaldes, 
2,506 feet above the selevel, is the chief peak. ‘The revenue of the State 
is newly a lakh of rupees, and the tribute payable to the British Govern- 
ment is Rs, GL. The capital, Kunjaban, is at a distance of fourteen 
miles from the Cullack-Sonepur road. lédueation is imparted in one 
Kinglish middle school, iwo upper primary and forty lower primary 
schools, Medical aid is rendered in one free dispensary, ‘The 
Rajahs of Daspalla are Kshatriyas of the solar race, and claim their 
descent from a younger son of the Chief of Band, Rajah Narayan Bbanj. 
The rulers of Nayagarh and Khandapara made some land grants to him, 
which he enlarged by annexing and by conquering the neighbouring 
{racts, What lies south of the Mabanadi constitutes (he original principali. 
ly, and Joremuha, situated on the north of the river, was obtained from 

the Rajah of Angul ; hence the Chief of Daspalla is called Rajah of Jore- 

mehaeDaspalla, During the Mahratta supremacy, he consented to sup- 
ply annually the required quantity of limber for the Jagannath cars at 
Puri, and in consequence they remitted the tribule for Joremuha, 
The ile of Rajah conferred by them on the head of the family was re 
cognized by the British Government in 1874, Rajah Chaitan Deo Bhanj, 
born in 1864, succeeded lo the State in (878. The present Chief is Rajah 
Narayan Deo Bhanj, 


RAJAH SRI KARAN BISWANATIT BAWARTA PATNAIK 
RAJAIT OF ATHGAR 

The fertile idle Slate of Athgarh, one of the Gibutary Principalities 
of Orissa, in Bengal, lies between Tigiria and Dhenkani, and covers ad 
area of 168 square miles, It has a population of 60,000; the majority of 
the people are Hindus, represented by the Chagay, Sahars, Khandaits and 
Pans, [ty annual revenue is more than half a lakh, of which the 
sum of Rs, 2,800 is paid as tribute to the British Government, The 
tracts are level and Jow-lying, and inundations occur frequently, 
Among the crops are rice, suysuscane, pulses and millets. The most 
important of the villages is Athgarh, which contains the residence of the 
Rajah. A small body of Christians have colonized three hamlets near the 
Chagan village, The river Mabanadi passes through the State, ‘Nhe 
meany of communication to Athgarh are by the old High road 
from Cuttack to Sambalpur and by the uewly opened Cuttack-Angul 
Sambalpur road, Grain, fuel, and charcoal are the chief exporta, 
For purposes of instruction there are one ndish middle school, one upper 
primary school, nearly a hundred lower primary schools, and ane Sanskrit 
fol, ‘The progenitor of the ruling family of Alhgarh was Sri Karn Niladri 
Bawarta Patnaik, a Karn by caste, who had werked as (he minister to the 
Rajab of Puri, and acquired from him the Athgarh territory, with the tille af 
Rajah, io appreciation of services rendered, Another avcount ig fo the 
effect that he gotitas a dowry on marrying the Rajuh's sistor, ‘Twenty. 
seventh in descent from him, Rajah Sri Karan Bhagirathi Bawarta Patnaik, 
born in 1844, became the ruler in {869, The present Chief is Rajah Sri 
Karan Biswanath Bawarta Patnaik, 


RAJAH RAGHUNATH SIKHAR DEO BAHADUR 
RAJAH OF GANGPUR 

Gangpur is # tibutary State of Orissa in Bengal and cavers an areit 
of 2,402 square miles, [t has a population of about 260,000, half of whom 
being Hindus, and the rest Animists, Mahomedans and Christians, The 
Ib, the Sankh, and the South Koel are the chief rivers, which irrigate a 
large part of the tracts, ‘The State forests abound in game, and also 
contain roots and indigcnous drugs. The country is full of mineral 
resources; lime-slone and iron are obtainable in large quantities, Among the 
principal crops are rice, sugar-cane, and oil-seeds, ‘The most important of 
the jungle products are tac, resin, and catechu. The villages are cither leas. 
ed out to farmers or held on feudal tenures, The revenue ix nearly three 
lakhs, of which the sum of Rs, 1,250 is paid as tribute to the British Govern« 
ment, The police force comprises nearly two hundred officers and men, 
and is under (he control of the eldest son of the Chief For education 
there are one English middle school, and eight upper primary and 
ten lower primary schools, Medical aid is rendered in one dispensary. 
Suadi, the capital of the State, on the Ih river, has a population of nearly 
8,000. It containg the palace of the Chief, and the usual public offices, 
such as 8 court-house, a school, and a dispensary, The Rajahs of 
Gangpur are Kshatriyas of the Sikhar family of Sikharpur or Pachele in 
Manbhum, When the power of the Mahrattas was al its height, (his State 
was feudatory to Sambalpur, It came under British protection in 1821, 
Kt was transferred from Chota Nagpur to Orissa in 1905. The present, 
Chief, Rajah Raghunath Sikhar Deo, born in 1849, succeeded to the State 
us a minor in 1858, Til} he came of age, it was under British management, 
‘The Rajah hay been invested with powers to pass sentences of imprison- 
menl up to five years and levy a fine of rupees two hundred; but sentences 
of imprisonment for more than {wo years and Gnes exceeding 
fifty rupees require the confirmation of the Commissioner of Orisva, 
He won the distinction of Rajah Bahadur al the last Delhi Durbar. 


RAJAI] GOPINATH NARAYAN BIHAN] DEO 
RAJAH OF KEONJHAR 

Keonjhar is one of the (ributary Slates of Orissa coveringt an area of 
3,096 square wiles with « population ofabout $00,000, A litle over threes 
fourths of the people are Hindus, and the rest Animists, ‘The important 
castes consist of Pans, Khandaits, Gaurs, Hos, Bhuiyas, Kurmis, Gonds, 
Bathudis and Khonds, For administrative purposes the State is divided 
into three sub-divisions, the headquarters, Anandpur or Lower Keonjhar, 
and Champeswar or Nuagarh, Lducation is imparted in two English 
middle “schools, ten upper primary, and ninety lower pritary schools, 
Medical aid is afforded in three free dispensaries, Keonjhar town (or 
Nijgarh), the capital of the State, is on the Midnapore:Sambalpur Road, 
Ithasa population of 5,000, Anandpur is the pringipal village in (he country, 
and it is connected by a fine road with Keonjlu awn and alse with 
Bhadrak station on the Bengal-Nagpur railway, Cis a trade centre, where 
the local products are bartered for salt brought by boata from the coast 
The revenue of the principality is nearly fou lakhs, and the tybute payable 
to the British Government is Ra, 0,710, Keanjhar is an off-shoot of Molrar= 
bhanj. would appear that Jai Singh, a son of the Maharajah of Jaipur 
in Rajpulana, wenl on a pilgrimage to Pari, and maimed the daughter of 
the King of that country, and obtained from him as a dowry the State of 
Hariharpur, which comprised (he principalities of Keonjhar and Mohare 
bhanj. Jaisingh’s younger son, Joti Singh, founded the Keonjhar State. 
Maharajah Bhanurjai Narayan Bhanj Deo, born in 1849, sueceuded to the 
gadias aminorin 1861. Ue won the personal distinction of Maharajah 
in 1877, The title of Rajah wag conferred on the family by thé 
Mahratta rulers,and it was formally recognized by the British Government 
in 187d. Rajah Gopinath Narayan Bhanj Deo is the present Chief, 
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RAJAH BHIRCGHANDRA JADUMUNI DEO JANAMUNI 
RAJAH OF RATRAKHOL : 


Rairakhol is a feudatory State in Orissa, Bengal, and covers an area of 
838 square miles. It has a population of nearly 80,000, made up of Chagas, 
Gonds, Gandas, and Sudhs, Ninety per cent of the people speak Oriya, 
and the rest, the Oraon and the Mundari dialects, A little more than a 
tenth of the area is byought under cultivation, and about half (he country 
ia hilly and wellewooded, Among the animals found in the forest are the 
olephant, the buffalo, the bison, and @ peculiar kind of light-coloured wild 
hog. Tanks constitute the chief source of irrigation, The soil is light and 
sandy, ‘The revenue is nearly 70,000 rupees, of which the sum of Re, 800 
is patd as tribute to the British Government, Education is imparted in half 
a dozen primary schools, and medical aid is vendered in one dis+ 
pensary, The principal village is Rampur, with a population of 
about 2,000, and situated at a distance of forty-four miles from Sam~ 
balpur by toad, The Chiefs of Rairakhol, who come of a branch 
of the Bonai Raj family, are Kadambansi Rajputs, They were sub. 
ordinate to Bamva till the end of the seventeenth century, when the 
Rajahs of Patna helped them in frecing themsclves from ‘the authority of 
the rulers of that country, Lt is traditionally believed that Bamra and 
Rairakhol were on hostile terms for a Jong time; that on acertain occasion 
the whole of the Ratrakhol family were annihilated ; thatle only a sing boy 
survived the massacre; thal he was hidden by «a Bulka Sudh woman ; 
and that on his coming of age he recovered his territory, Rajah 
Bishan Chandra Janamuni, born in 1818, succeeded to the gadi, as a 
minor, in 1825, He was the fourteenth in descent from the founder of 
the State. Afler a long and successful rule of seventy-five years, he 
passed away in 1900, His successor was his grandson, Rajah Gauro 
Chandra Deo. The present Chief is Rajah Bhir Chandra Jadumuni Deo 
Janamuni, ‘ 
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HAKORE SHRIRAM CHANDRA SINGH DEO 
THAKORE OF KHARSAWAN 


The litile feudatory State of Kharsawan, in Chola Nagpur, Bengal, 
covers an area of 153 square miles, and has a population of about 
40,000, scattered over 263 villages, giving a densily of 240 persons 
toasquare mile, Most of the people are Lindug, and the rest 
Animisis, Among the chief crops are rice, maize, pulses, mustard, 
sugarcane, and tobacco, Coarse colton cloths, ion cooking utengila, 
and Jeaf mals, constitule the manufactures, Since the opening of the 
Bengal-Nagpur Railway, which pagscs throug) iwelve miles within the 
boundary of the State, trade has developed, Rice, pulses, oilseeds, 
stick-lac, lasar cocoons, and jion are the exports, and theimports are 
salt, cotton thread, colton piece-yoods, tobacco, ind brags kitehen 
utengils, The principality ix full of mineral resourees, and tt bids fair to 
hecome before Jong a large mining centre, Instruction is imparted in one 
English middle school, and four lower primary schools, The State 
maintains only one dispensary, In judicial and executive matters, the 
Chief exercises ful) adminisirative powers ; but in criminal cases, sentences 
of imprisonment above two years and up lo five years, require the 
confirmation of the Commissioner, More heinous crimes are. tried 
by the Depuly Commissioner of Singhbhum The family to which tha 
rulers of Kharsawan belong is an olf-shoot of thai of the Rajahs of 
Potahat, Kanwar Bikram Singh, a junior member of the latter house, 
obtained from ihe Chief some tracis for bis maintenance, which now 
comprise the principalitiy of Kharsawan. There were disturbances in the 
frontier in 1793, when the Chiefs of harsawan entered into an agree 
ment with the British Government, 'Thakore Raghunath Singh Deo ruled 
over the State til 1884, when he was succeded by his son, lhakore 
Mahendra Narayan Singh Deo, The present minor Chief is Thakore 
Shriram Chandra Singh Deo, ‘The Sttleis now under British manages 
ment, and proper arrangements have been made for the education of the 
young Thakore Saheb, 


RAOLJI SHRI TAKHAT SINH]! 
CHIEF OF MANSA 

Manga 1s a Native Stale in the Mahikantha Agency of the Bombay 
Presidency. 1 1s bounded on all sides by (he Baroda lertilary, It covers 
an area of twenty-seven square miles, and has a population of 15,000, The 
annual revenue is 75,000 rupees. The capital is Mansa, which 1s the largest 
town in the Agency, Il has a large aud weellhy communily of merchants, 
There are four vernacular schools in addition to a girls’ seHool and an 
Anglo-Vernacular school, Education ts imparted fice. 

The Chief belongs to the Chayda clan of Rajputs, being descended 
from Vanraj Chavda, who, as the illustrious son of Jaysekhar, was the first 
sovereign of Gujrat, In A. D. 746 he founded Auluipurapatan, the orginal 
capital of Gujral, Mutraj, a Solanki king, who was the nephew 
of Samant Sinhji, the last ruler of the Chavda dynasty, killed the latter 
and his heirs and ascended the throne in A, 2D, 942. From this 
general slaughter, an infant son of the Chavda house, Ahipat by 
nang, ane year ald, was saved by his mother, and canveyed to her 
paternal home at Jaisalmir, here he grew up, and, when be came of 
age, he opposed Mulraj Solanki, and, seizing 900 villages in Cuich, made 
Morgarh, his capilal. No less than hftcen of his descendants ruled there, 
Punjaji, the fifteenth in descent from Ahipat, being deprived of Morgarh, 
removed his seat of government to Dharpur (a village now under the Palan- 
pur Slate) and established a new principality with eighty-four villages. 
Alauddin Kbilji, Emperor of Delhi, conquered Dharpui and then took 
Gujrat from Karna, the last Vagila king of Gujrat, Soon after this, Alaud- 
din was in Patan, when there was a greal disturbance caused by the Vihal 
Rajputs of Vihalwad, and he had to seck (he assistance of Punjaji, who 
overcame them and captured all their principal posseusions, conypiising 
252 villages, These were subsequently conferred on tim by Alauddin 
himself, Punjaji then made Ambasna his capital, 

Jaysinhji, lhe fifth in descent, had three sons, namely, Sunantaimbhy, 
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Suraj Mulji, and Ihardasji, They divided the principality among them 
selves, cach obtaining a shire of eighty-four villages. Uhardasyi located his 
capitalat Ambod, and Suraj Mulp, at Vorsoda, while Samantsinhji 
kept Ambasna for himsell. Alter Simantsinhji, came in succession 
Luokarnji, Mansinhji, Jasuji, and Smsinhp. ‘The dast of them removed 
his capital from Ambasna to Mansi, Sursinhji was succeeded hy mine 
princes who ruled uver the State one alter another, and the nmth of them 
was Sabalsinhji. During his time, the British extended their power to 
thig part of the country, and in 1812 he entered mto an agreement with 
them along with the other Chiefs of Gujrat. 

Raolji Shri Rajsinhji, the grandson of Sabalsinhji, and the uncle 
of the present ruler, was one of the most enlightened Chiefs in the Agency, 
He died in 1886, and was succeeded by his brother, Kashrisinhji, who 
was an intelligent prince, The latter passed away in 1889, when the State 
was laken under the management of the British owing to the minority of 
his son, the present Chief, Raolji Shri Takhat Sinhji, 

He was born on the 12th August 1877. He joined the Rajkumar 
College at Rajkot in 1886, and studied up to the Matriculation class, He 
entered on the administration of the State in 1894, and worked with the 
Manager for three years. He was invested with (ull powers on the 12th 
November 1897, and he set his heart on the improvement and 
consolidation of the principality. Within three years, the country 
was overtaken by the great famine of 1900, when he took steps to 
protect the people by slacting relief works, which he was able ta 
maintain without incurring any debt, with the help of the present 
Minister, Mr, Mohanlal Kikabhai, a native of Ahmedabad. ‘The excellent 
administration of Manga way apprecialed by the Supreme Government, and 
special powers were conferred upon the Chief, on the occasion of 
the Delht Durbar of 1908, ‘The Politival Agent held a durbar at 
Sadra, the civil station of the Mahikuntha Agency, to celebrate 
the event, Almost all the Chiefs of the Agency were present, The Raolli 
was then the recipient of the follawing Kharia of the Bombay Govern« 
Ment, specifying his powers t 

Political Department, 
fo Bombay Cnatle, 18h December 1902, 
THE RAOLJI SHREE TAKHAT SINHJL 
OF MANSA 


My Frienp, 


it hag given me great pleasure to receive through Ure Commisslonor-of 
the Northern Division from the Polition! Agent, Mahikantha, vory .gratifylog 
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\eports of your application to the duties of your position and of the enlightened 
and capable administration of your State. 

It seems tome thal the best way of showing the appreciation of the 
Government on these reports is to withdraw to « suitable extent the cxercise 
of the British Residuaty Jurisdiction in your territory, I have, therefore, the 
pleugure to inform you that, with effect from the date of the delivery to you of 
this Kharila, the Agency Court will not entertain crimimal cases other than 
(hose punishable with more than aeven yeurs’ rigorous imprisonment and 
Rs, 10,000 fine, nor will they entertain civil cases unless the amount exceeds 
Ra, 20,000 ; cases within these limits will be left as a personal recognition to 
your disposal during the pleasure of Government. 

With every wish for you happiness, 
I am, 
Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) NORTHCOTE, 


The Ravlji addressed the Political Agent on behalf of himscll and his 
brother Chiefs, and the extracts from his speech, which we give below, 
show the policy of his administrauon and his loyally to the British 
Government 

The Political Officers have been alwaya our beat friends and advisors and 
have been giving us very sound and valuable advice wilh regard to our 
administration, Sir, from my own experience I say that lhey are very kind to 
ugand I shall not omit lo mention that Colonel Vertis, once the representative 
of Government for our Agency, waa very Rind to me. Very often he gave me 
sound advice and valuable instructions with regaid to administration, I 
perfectly remember the most valuable advice he gave me at Mansn in the 
course of his speech on the occasion of my installation, and I quote some of bis 
vory words ~~ 

“You have inherited a very responsible trust, Do not fear it; if your con. 
science is olear, your motive always upright and honest, the cares of Govern. 
ment will not git loo heavily on you, You will of course have your trials and 
troubles, they are inseparable from your position, and you will doubtless find 
yourself misunderstood and mistepresented, Don't let this dlaheaiten you, but 
act always aa your conacience directs you, having ever for your ambition tha 
gcod of your people and just administration under God. Remember that you 
are a Rajput and a geutleman, and endeavour to act up to this noble inheri- 
tance,” 

You see that Colonel Terria in this, his advice, aske me to be a 
Rajput and a Genlloman. Sir, the word Rajput is not meant to 
represent one given to yicea and negligence of duly, It menus one who 
loves truth and juatice and who is ever alive to his duly. I cannot deline duly 
batter than our worthy Colonel Ferris, and, I sny, to seek the good of the 
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people and a just administration under God ta duty, 2 have tdedatoat earnest 
ly to follow this advice, and though at the beginning I had difficulties, as he 
snd vory truly I should have, I have been able to lide over them, 

Sir, these difficulties ae chielly caused by want of proper persons to 
imatruct us and to ughtly represent and carry into effect our intentions. Thia 
want in my cage waa adequately supphed by my having seemed the services of 
Mr, Mohanlal Kikabhai, who las been of very great help to me in getting the 
buainess of my Stale done tomy satisfaction, and theough whose hearty 
co-opelation, I have been able to act according to the advice of Calonel 
Ferris, namely, “ Act always as your conscience directs you.” 

The Chief enjoys for the present powers of criminal jurisdiction up to 
seven years’ imprisonment and Rs, 10,000 fine, and of civil jurisdiction in 
suits of the value of Rs. 20,000, 


He was one of the Princes that were introduced to His Imperial 
Majesty when he landed in Bombay as Prince of Wales in 1908. 


He has erected several public buildings, such as the O'Donell 
Markel, Hydeales’ School, West Tabary buildings, ete. There are two 
tanks in Mansa, the construction of one of which, begun curing die ume 
of the Raolji's father and left half-done, has been completed by him. 
The other has been much improved so as to be of use to the 
public. He encourages cullivators in irrigation and other works, and 
in his time numerous wells have been sunk, Ee takes a keen interest 
in the plantation of trees, especially mango trees, for which the kind 19 
most suitable, He is a supporter of education, which he hag made free in 
the State since the birth of an heir to him, He as a follower of sankara, 
He is of a tolerant disposition and hates hypocrisy in teligion, Hew by 
nature simple and accessible to all, bis subjects express their grievances 
in person and have them tedressed. He takes a personal interest in the 
administration of the principality. Of his two Runees, one of them 
died, some years ago, leaving a daughter, who was mariied in 1912 to 
Shrimant Indar Sinhji, the present Rajah Saheb of Bansda, The second 
Rani, the daughter of the heir-apparent of the Sayla Siue,in Kathawar, 
has two sons, the elder of whom, Kumar Shri Sajjan Sinhji, is the heir. 
apparent. He is now five years old, The younger is Kumar Shri Jase 
vant Sinhji, 


This little State enjoys all the benefits of an efficient ‘administration 
unidet the present able and enlightened Chief, 


+ 


SHRIMANT BHAWAN RAO PANDIT PANT PRATINIDHI, B.A, 
CHIEF OF AUNDH 

The Aundh State under the political superintendence of the Collector 

of Satara in the Bombay Presidency, lies within the Deccan trap, and 
covers an area of 501 square miles. It has a population of 68,918, spread 
over seventy-two villages, and is annual revenue is Rs, 2,75, 942, The only 
tiver of importance is the Man, which flows north and south in the Atpadi 
taluk of Aundb, Agriculture is the main source of living for more than 
half the population, Among the prineipal crops ate the Indian millet, jowar, 
wheat, cotton, sugatcane, and gram, ‘The important natuial sources of 


revenue are limber, extensive grazing Jands, and salt, The country suffered 


heavily from the famines of 1876-77, 1896-97, and 1899-1900, when large 
portions of land were left uncultivated. The Chief cxerciges full civil and 
criminal powers, but cases requiring capital punishment or transportation 
for life, aro tried by the Political Agent, the preliminary engniries being 
conducted by the Pant Piatinidhi himself. The territory was thoroughly 
surveyed in 1869, anda revision settlement was introduced in 1894-95, 
There is a small regular police of about L00 officers and men and an 
equal number ol irregular police who serve as guard and escorl, There are 
neatly thitty educational instilutions, and two dispensaries, one of the latter 
being a memorial to His late Majesty King Edward V1, Atpadi, an 
important village in the State, with a population of more than 5,000, 
is well-known for its cattle, Twelve miles beyond iis the temple of Nath, 
which ia visited by many pilgrims, wheie a cattle fair is held twice a 
year, At Atpadi, country blankets and coarse cloth are manufactured and 
exported to the Konkan, A post-office, a dispensary, and an English 
achool are located init The State paye no tribute, The family holds 
the usual sanad of adoption, and in matters of succession, it follows the 
law of primogenijlure, 

The Chiefs of Aundb bear the distinction of Pratinidhi (representative 
of the King); and Parhutain ‘Trimbuok of Kinhi was the first of them on 
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whom the title waa conferred hy Rani Tarabai, the wife of Maharajah 
Rajaram of Satara, the younger son of Shivaji, He entered the service of 
the Satara durbar, and by sheer dint of energy, prowess and astlerling 
honestly, gradually paved his way up to the highest post of Pant 
Pratinidhi, an office created dung the ren oof Rajaram, All 
the ministers af the Mahratla cout, including the Peshwas, worked 
under the Pratinidhi, The first man who was tstalled in that exalted posi 
tion under Rajaram was Pralhad Niraj. Ue was succeeded by two others 
who proved (o he of mediocre ability. In the time of Rani Tara Bai internal 
dissensions and foreign hostilities reared their head but slunk away from 
the State because of the strong hand of Parshuram (1701-18). After 
Shivaji's death, his elder son, Sambhaji, was killed by Aurangzeb, and Shahu 
{he son of Sambhap, was taken prisones fo Delhi, When Aurangzeh 
passed away, Shahu claimed his fangdom from ‘Taabai, who had an 
imbecile son, Shivaji IL, Eventually Shivaji 1 obtained what is now known 
as the Kolhapur Slate, but the principal Mahratla kingdom passed lo Shabu, 
who retained Parshuram Crmbuck as his Pratinidhi, and made the office 
hereditary by the giantof a jaghu, which yielded annually eighteen lakhs of 
yupees The major portion of the State was given away in charity by the 
ancestors ol the present Chief, During his days, Parshuram wielded great 
influence and saved the Kingcom fiom coming under the sway of the 
Mahomedantulers. After him came in succession Shuinivay Parshuram 
commonly known ay Shripat Rao (1718-6), Jagjivan Rao Pachoram 
(1746.54), Shrinivas RaoGangadhar, genciilly called Bhawan Rao (1754-77), 
Parshuram Rao Shrintvas Raa (1777+181k), Shiuinivas Rao (L84H-1001), 
Parshuram Shiinivas (1902-5), Gopal Krishna Rao (1908-7), and Bhawan 
Rao (Bala Saheb), Che present Chief, 


When Parshuram Rao Shrinivas Rao, viewing with dishke the grow. 
ing power of the Peshwa, Baji Rao I, and resenting his imprisonment 
of the Maharajah of Satara, invaded his terrilory, the Peshwa turned againat 
him, and, in the battle that ensued his right hand was cut off, and he 
himself was laken prisoner to Poona, He remained in captivity for eight 
years, when he was released and granted a small portion of bis Ru, 
which now forms the Aundh Principality, In 1849 tt became a 


Feudatory State, as the Satara Province lapsed to the British, 


' *Shrinivas Rao, who ruled from 1848 to 1904, was a very capable 


piahact he brought the administration up to British standards, His 
4 Lae Wag apecially marked by the strict observance of religious and 

opal, pring) ples, During the regime of his successor, Parahuram Shrini> 
vas:( 1009-8) 1 heayots were greatly benefited by large remissiona-gran(ed 
to them j rosds Were conptetioted ; several buildings for schools wore pul 
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up} and a spacious public hall was constructed, His son, Gopal Krishna 
Rao, was deposed lwo years after his assumplion of powers, His uncle, 
the present Chief, Shrimant Bhawan Rav (Bala Saheb), born on the 24th 
October 1868, came to the gad: on the dth November 1909, amidst the 
sincere good wishes of his numerous friends and the prayers of his 
subjects, who looked upon his succession as anew era in the history of 
Aundh, At the installation, before a distinguished gathering, he conveyed 
to his subjects what he intended to do for them by the simple words “1 
shall do my duty", 

He early showed remarkable intelligence and great aptitude for 
learning, and his parents spared no pains in giving him an education and 
training befitting tis rank and postion, {t was thought that his 
culture might stand him in good slead to enable him to aci as a compe. 
tent counsellor to ihe Ruling Chief, since as a junior member of 
the family he had no chance of succeeding {o the Stale. Passing the 
Matriculation examination from the Satara High School, he joined the 
Deccan College, wheiefrom ‘he took the B.A, Degree in 1894, All who 
knew him complimented him in high lerms as he was the first 
graduate among the princes of {he Southern Mahratta country, His col. 
logiale career was chatacterised by a deep clevotion to study, profound 
reverence to the professors, and great popularity among his fellows 
students, Above all, he was highly spoken of fori ,his exemplary 
character, Ele went to Bombay to study law, but was soon called 
away by his aged father, Shrimant Paishuram Shrinivas Rao Pant Prati. 
nidhi, Owing to constant famines in the State, the Chief’s treasury was 
almoat empty, and Shri Bhawan Rao, who was known for hisfability and 
tact, saved the country froma grave crisis, He helped hig father as 
Chiof Secretary in the general administration of the principality, While 
young, he imbibed a great taste for painting, and, in couse of time, he 
developed this talent without any extraneous help; and his drawings 
are still admired by all, He devoted special attention to illustrating the 
characters in the Ramayana, the completion and exhibition of which 
are eagerly looked forward to by his friends and admirers, both European 
and Indian. 

> He is deeply interested in encouraging trade and in{promoting the in« 
digenous manufactures, Under his auspices a factory has beon established 
at Aundh, for the manufacture of iron agricullural implements, There 
isalso a metal factory working under his patronage, where several articles 
of domestic use are prepared and sold al cheap rates; and facilities are 
afforded to morchants, weavers, and other artisans of the country, 
For boya there is a High School at the capital, and female education 
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too-is making rapid progress as the girls are taught both English and 
the vernaculars, ‘There are separate schools for the depreasedd| classes, and 
itis in contemplation to provide for instruction to. dhe children of the 
labourers and agricullurists at special -hours suited. to {heir convenience, 
Primary education is free throughout the State. For the speedy and ins 
expensive settlement of petly civil and criminal disputes, the Chief has 
introduced the system of village punchayat. He watches carefully (he inter« 
nal administration of the Raj. ‘The lower offices are efficiently supervis- 
ed, so that there is a regulat and prompt despatch of work in every one of 
them... The question of the improvement of village sanitation has engaged 
his special attention, He does all in his power to improve agriculture, and 
lends a helping hand (o the organizers of agricultural shows which are 
often held. ‘The growing of fruit. trees bas become popular under his 
fostering care, He has established new cattle markets, He has started 4 
fund which provides pensions for the widows and orphang of. the State 
servants, He alfords reiief to his Jaghirdars and Inamdars, whose estalca 
have become encumbered, by, paying their debts and recovering the amount 
by envy monthly instalments, Several wells Cor good drinking-water have 
been sunk at the expense of (he Durbar. Work is in progress to supply two 
of the towns with pure apring water by a system of pipes, He has 
already laid plans for the introduction of irrigation projects tu free the 
State trom famine, ‘The breeding of horses and vatile ix carried on. 
extensively, There wre many model gardens, Co-operative Credit 
Societies have come into existence, : 
The private life of the Chigf is simply and pure, whieh makes the 
members of his family extremely happy. His wanta are few, and he 
devotes.as much of the revenue ay can be spared to meet the public 
needs, His. charities are liberal and beneficial to the people He 
spends a good deal of his time in his library, which ig greatly admired for 
the choice of his books, and for the variety of subjects represented, He 
has a promising son and heir, aged about twenty, studying in the Deccan. 
College for the B. A, Degree Examination of the Bombay University, 
The Prince’s matriage with a dauglter of the well-kuown Rao Bahadur. 
Pandit of Nagpur was recen:ly Celebrated at Aundh with great eclat, 
~ The varied experiences of Shrimant Bhawan Rav Pant Pratinidhi, 
Ay his desire for. good government on behalf of the people, and . the 
arts made by him to educate the masyes and (o improve their economical 
ition, are facts that assure a permanent prosperity to the State, . 
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loo is makjngt rapid: progress as the pirls aie Gaogh€ both Loylish and 
the vermiculiars, ‘Chere are separate schools for the depressed chuses, and 
itis in contemplation to provide for ustiueden ta the childien of the 
labourets and aygisuiturtdts ut specnd hems sailed do thew convenience, 
Primary education is tree thronghoat the Shue Par the speedy and ine 
expengive setilement of petly civil and) criminal disputes, the Chief has 
introduced the system of village punchayat. De watches carefully the inter 
nal administration of the Raj. “The lower offices are efficiently qupervine 
ed, so thal there is a regular and prompt despatch of work in every one of 
them, The question of the improvement of village sanitation has engaged 
his special atlention, He does all in bis power to improve agriculture, and 
lends a helping hand to the organizers of agricultural shows which are 
often held, ‘The growing of fruit trees has became popalar under his 
fostering care. He has established new calle markets, He has started a 
fund which provides pensions for the widows and orphans of the State 
servants, He affords reiief to his Jaghirdara and Inamdars, whose estates 
have become encumbered, by paying their debts and recovering the amount 
by oasy monthly instalments. Several wells for good deinkingewater have 
been sunk at the expense of the Durbar, Work isin progress (o supply (wa 
of the towns with pure spring waler by a system of pipes. He has 
@lready laid plana for the introduction of inmyation projects lu free the 
State from famine, ‘The breeding of horus and cattle is carried on 
exlonsively, ‘There are many model gardens, Co-operative Credit 
Societies have come intu existence, 

The private Me of the Chiefis simpk: and pare, which makes the 
members of his family exuemely bappy, His wants ave few, aid he 
devotes as much of the revenue as can be spared to meet the public 
needs, iis charities ave liberal and beneficial to the peuple, He 
spends a good deal of his time uw his library, which is yreatly admired for 
the choice of his bouks, and for the varely of subjects represented, He 
has a promising son and heir, aged about twenty, studying in the Deccan 
College for the 13. A. Degree ltxamination of the Bombay University, 
The Prince's marriage with a daugtier of the well-known Rao Bahadur 
Pandit of Nagpur was recen.ly celebrated at Aundh with great eclat, 

‘The varied expertences of Shrimant Bhawan Rao Pant Pratinidhi, 
B.A, his desire for good government on behall of the peaple, and the 
efforts made by him to educate the masses and to improve their economical 
condition, are facts thal assure a permanent prosperity to the State, 


SHRIMANT NARAYAN RAO BABA SAHEB ° 
CHIE OF ICHALKARAN]I 


The fertile Pringipality of Ichalkaranji, which is feudatory to the 
State of Kolhapur in the Bombay Presidency, covers an grea of 240 square 
miles, and has a population of 60,000, Its annual revenue is Rs, 8,135,000. 
The climate of the country is healthy, The waler of its wells being 
brackish, good drinking water is brought in iron pipes from the Panch« 
ganga river by the help of a steam pump raised on a tower built in the’ 
river, Every year in Oclober a large fair attended by nearly 2,000 people 
is held in honour of Venkatesh, the guardian deity of the State, The chie! 
town, Ichalkaranji, is near the Panchganga river, aboul eighteen miles oas! 
of the Kolhapur cily, Ajra is another town of importance, 


Naro Mahadev, the founder of (he dynasty of the Chiefs of Ichalkaranji, 
was one of tho pioneers of the Konkanastha Brahmin migration from’ 
the Konkan in the middle of the seventeenth century, famous in the 
subsequent history of the Mahrattas, Joshi was the original surname of 
the family, which lived at Veroda, a village near Jaigad in the Ratnagiri’ 
District. It. was extreme poverty that made Naro Mahadev leave fis 
paternal home accompanied by hia mother and seek the’ patronage of 
Santajee Ghorpade, the well-known Mahraita General of Raja.’ 
ram, The noble bearing of Naro Mahadev touched a sympathetic 
chord in the heart of tho General, and the latter entertained the former’ 
in hia’ service, When Rajaram fled to Ginjee in South India on’ 
account of the conquests of Aurangzeb in 1690, it was through the 
device of Naro Mahadey that the king and his party reached their’ 
destination safely, Jn all the military manceuvres then, Nato Mahadev' 
proved an able licutenant lo (he brave Santajee, and having distinguished 
himself in the field under him, during the siruggle that was in progress 
with the Mahomedan forces he became the first favourite of the gallant 
General, who ever afterwards styled him his son. Naro Mahadev, on his 
part, was not wanting in dutiful affection towards his kind patron, and ont 
of respeot for his benefactor, he assumed the surname of “Ghorpade.” He 
obtained from Santajee sundry villages, which served ag a nucleus for the 
present State of Ichalkaranjl, and also some insignia of royalty, ! 

Naro Maliacdev was of great service to the Maratha Empire during 
its ‘struggle for independence agaiiat (he Moghuls, Qut of consideration 
fpr theae services, his son, Venkatrao, récelved from Shahu, the Maharajah 
gl atgra, 4 number of villages from 1728 to 1724, Nare Mahadev proved! 
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moat useful lo many of the powerful and independent Chiefs, sach ar 
Savantvadi, Vantmuri, and Nipani, and obtained from them several large 
villge-zrants, He wot his son, Ventat Rav Narayitn, mariied in 1718 to the 
daughter of Balaji Vishwanath, the first Peshwa, and big influence among 
the Mahrattas thus increased Jargely, Tt was under his auspices that the 
Patwardhang rove ta prommence, 

In the battle that (ook place between the kings of Bolhapur and Satara, 
Venkal Rao Narayan (1720—d4d) fought on the side of the former, and 
was taken prisoner to Satara by Shreepat Rao Pratinidhl, It waa the 
Pashwas, however, that ransomed him; and he then joined the ger 
vige of the Satara kings and obtained further increase of honour and 
possessions for the family by his clistingulshed conduct in the field, He took 
4 prominent part in the wars of the Mahiattas with the Portupmese, He 
supdesded in holding the latier in check, and conquered some ferrilary 

. Hear Goa, which was under the control of the Ghorpade family for somes 
time, He obtained the command of a hody of horse in 1741 from a Moghul 
Jaghirdar of some repute, During the greater part of hig life, Venkat Rua 
regided at Satara, where a Peith (a portion of the town) ig named after, 
him, called Venkatfura, Similarly he built for himself a Wada at Poota, 
dnd also received some grant ‘of} lands there, As he was always engaged 
in active military service, he had no fixed seat of government, He cons 
trocted afort anda Wada at Ichalkaranji anc mady it (he capital 
of the Slate, He died in 17d. Dis son, Narayan Rao Tatyana (174470), 
also held command in the acmy of the Peshwa and was present with his 
contingent in all the campaigns of tha south and the Carmitic undertaken 
by Nana Saheb and Bhanu Saheb. Peshwas Jn reeognilion of bis 
services, he obtained from them the governorship of Dharwar, but 
had lo relinquish it awing to his mismanagement. His alienations were, 
however, rAtified by the king of Satara. His san, Venkat Rao Dada Sahab 
(1770-95), was engaged with Maripant Phadake in the Gujarat cympaigns 
of 1774. When he was thus employed, his ierritory was frequently, 
attacked by the nelghbouriny Rjah of Kolhapur, Anubai Siheb, — the 
grandmother of (he Chief, was in charge of the Stale affairs, and her 
intelligence safeguarded the interests of the family al this juncture, She 
obtained help from the Peshwag and from the Patwardhan of Miraj, and 
alter a few skirmishus the Rajah of Kolbapur was brought {o terms, A 
treaty was signed at Purandar between the Rajah of Kolhapur and the 
Peshwas, on the 1th June 1770, Among the other provisions, it con+ 
taived three articles which stipnlated that both the States of Ichalkaranjt 
and Kalhapur should not molest each other in future, (2) should reatore 
each other’s territory, and (8) thatan Indemnity should he given fo thé 
State of Ichalknranji by the King of Kolhapur, As the latter fatledl tit 
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adhere to this trealy, there was a prospect of another balile between the 
(wo Staley, when the Kolhapur Dutbar sent an embassy for peace, with the 
result that another treaty was ratified al Purandar, on the 28rd April 1778, 
which literally confirmed the first, so far as the interests of Ichalkaranji 
were concerned, In 177g a rebellion was raised by a Kanoja Brahmin, 
named Sukhanidhan, who personated Sadhashiv Rao that had so mysteri- 
ously disappeared at the battle of Panipat. Venkat Rao Dada Saheb Was 
ong of the Sardars that joined him in his insurrection. ‘This was totally 
crushed by Mabhndaji Shinde, and the pretender was beheaded in 1777. 
Venkat Rao attempted to escape by sea to Bombay in order to seek British 
protection, He was, however, captued on his voyage by the Angria Chief 
and was soon set at liberty wilhout molestation, qn the subsequent eru« 
sade against all the participators in this rebellion, the whole State of 
Ichalkaranji wag atlached and had to be redeemed upon the payment, 
of a considerable fine and Nazarana, On the death of Venkat Rao Dada 
Saheb in 1795 without issue, his widow, Rama Bai, adopted Narayana Rao 
Baba Saheb, But the sanction for this adoption was obtained at a heavy 
cost to (he State, Because the Poona Durbar exacted Rs, 200,000 in the 
shape of Nazarana and, in addition, permanently saddled the State with 
a annual expenditure of Rs 12,000 for the maintenance ofan Annachhatra’ 
(frog alms-house) al Benares, At the time of bis accession to the gadi, 
the Slate comprised only two Thanas, namely, Ichalkaranji and Ayra; for 
daring the reign of the former ruler, Kolhapur and the Peshwas bad 
annexed the major portion of the territory, Howover, Natayana Rao Baba 
Saheb, by his assiduous efforts, tccovercd “most of the lost tracts, He 
seemed fo have taken an active patl in the invasion of Kolhapur, made by 
Ramachandrapant Appa in 1800. When Ichalkatanji itself was invested, 
by Kolhapur, he, in spite, of the small iesources at his disposal, bravely 
saved the town, For all these frequent aggressions macle by it on the State, 
Kolhapur-was made to pay a compensation of about Rs, 48,000 to Narayana 
Rio Baha Suhwb, according to the terms of the treaty of (827, He proved 
a very capable Chief, and al the time of his demise in the same year there 
was @ substantial cash balance in the State treasury, He was very kind and 
generous to his subjects, Before his death the Peshwas’ rule hac come 
fo an end, and when a list of Sardars subsequently came to be framed, the 
name of the Chief of Ichalkaranji was cnlered in the first class, an honour 
whieh is alill enjoyed, Above all, he was blessed with a happy family, All 
hisgons and daughters were excellent administrators, One of the latter, 
Waru Bai, who had married (he Chief of Miraj (Junior), was credited with 
having redeemed the State of Miraj [rom money lenders and was also highly 
spoken of for her aubsequen{ successful management of it, Similarly, Ganga 
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Bai Mai Saheb, the wife of Narayana Rao Gaba Saheb, was very popular 
and is still remembered for her generous gilts and the medical ajd she ren 
dered to the needy, Narayan Riw Baba Salieb was succeeded by his eldest 
son, Venkal Rav Saheh, who died intestate in 1838, and afler him came bis 
younger brother, Keshav Rao gatya Saheb (138-82). 

The days of Keshav Rao Tatya saheb were mostly spent in solving 
many delicate points of vital interest ta the principality. phe States of 
Kolhapur and Ichalkaranji had maintained antagonistic relations for nearly 
acentury andahalf, In 1848 it was decided that Lehalkaranji was a 
feudatory of Kolhapur, However, cerlain reservations were made in favour 
of Ichalkuanji, the principal among which was that no interference in its 
adminisiralion was to be made by Kolhapur, ‘The province was encumbered, 
but at the inter vention of the Brilish Government an arrangement was come 
to wilh the creditors before it was discharged, Many boundary disputes 
were decided, and a beginning waa nade for the introduction af a settled 
method of administration, ‘She Deshmukhi Valan was allowed to be 
under the enjoyment of the Ichalkaranji Slate, in consideration of an annual 
payment to, and withont any further exaction or molestation by, the Kolha. 
pur Durbar, [n 1852 the Chief died without an heir, He failed to avail 
himself of the special permission granted to him to adopt a son, in recog. 
nition of hig loyally and valuable services during (he rebellion of Samanged 
about the year 1844, On the permission of the Court of Directors, his widow 
adopted in 1852 a boy fram the agnate family of Muddebibal ancl named 
him Venkat Rao Saheb, bul unfortunately he died soan alter his marriage 
in 1854, Another boy, Govind Rue Aba giaheh, from the family of 
Hooprikar Joshi, was selected in 1864. Me was a promising Prince, but 
he too passed away in 1876, after cighteen monthy' rule over the Slafe, His 
widow, the daughler of the Chief of Miraj, adopled the present Chief, 
Shrimant Narayan Rao Baba Salieb, 

Ne received an excellent education in the Sardars’ cluga atlas 
ched to the Raja-Ram College, Kolhapur, and afterwards at the 
Elphinstone College, Bombay, In 1892 he way invested with. 
full administrative powers, At the commencement of his rule, the 
State had to discharge an old debt of Rs, 48,000 and it borrowed 
in 1897, Rs, 80,000 to give ielief to the famineatrickon, He 
is*now free from all debts, and there is a decent balance of Rs, 
200,000, in the treasury, ‘The expenditure on education, medicine, 
police, and forest has been considerably increased, During the regime of 
this Chief, thé number of schools has risen from seventeen to forty xsaven> 
Ini 1892 thre was only one alded school, bul now there are twenly:qne ins 
atl ton’ receiving State nid, Besiclos these, there are five girls’ schools,ang. 
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four schools entirely for the depressed classes, Two new schools have 
been opened at [chalkaranji for training students i ancient: Sanskrit and 
Vedic seriptures, Isducation is free throughout the principality, 


Vor over twelve years, Shrmant Nutayan Rao Baba Saheb was a 
Meinber of the Bombay Legislative Council, aud this is a sure proul of 
the high esteem im which he is held both by the Government and by his 
vonstituents, Le Serdats of (he Deccan, whom he had the honour to ie. 
present in the Council, 


‘The Chief of Ichalkaranyi, who proceeded to England in the beginning 
of 1913, delivered a lecture before the Hast India Assuciauion, on the 23rd 
June 1913, and warmly commended the British admmisteation of India, 
Le said thal though there might be spasmodic discontent, there was not 
widespread or real dissatisfaction ; {hat it was recognised thal the interests 
of the (wo countries were now identical ; and that, under the wis of the 
British Empire long, their ualonal growth and progress were continuous, 
After louching on some of the resulls i detail, the Chief saidythat there 
was no doubt a debitside to (he aecount though he was not there lo state 
it; thal India made ceitain sacrifices for the benefits of British rule ; but, 
while under former alien douunation, she received nu return for the 
sacrifice of her bbety, she now had more than equivalent advantages, 


Ile further added thatthe advantage which she still sought should 
proceed on tings in harmony with Indian ideals and traditions, nol exactly 
on those which were supposed to have achieved the restless modern 
civilisation of the West, Lord Reay, Chairman, Lord Lamington, Sir 
George Birdwood and Colonel Yate spoke appreciatively of the lecture, 
Lord Lanmingloo observed that their work in India would not be over 
till Inch was capable of successfully combining mone great whole (» 
resint (hu agytession of some other Greal Power, 


The Baba Saheb has very recently published a singularly interesting 
hook—Jmpressions of Biilish Life and Character recording his « opinions 
of what he saw, ‘The bool has an troduction by Lord George Hamilton 
who calls atlenvon to the excellent and pregnant Boglish in which the 
work is writlen, and the singular shrewdness and perception which the 
wriler evinces in hig descripvons, The impressions cover a very larga 
number of topics and are very interesting as emanating from a mind 
rationalised by Western education and wide experience, The book cons 
cludes with an interesting chapter on Britain and India, in which the 
Baba Suheb expresses considerable hope for the future and asserts that 
“ Despite aveasional mulieings, British Rule in India stands on a 
firmer footing tu-day, aud the Joyalty of the nullions of the Inelian Empire 
is more real and gente thin ever before” 

‘The wide culture of the Chief and lus good legislative experience are 
real guarantees that the State will continue to be governed on the nable! 
principles of bumanily aud justice, \ 
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SIR GANGADHAR RAO GANIESII, KC. Le By 
CHIEF OF MIRA] (SENIOR BRANCIT) 


The State of Mitaj. unde the contol of the Political Agent for 
Kolhapur and the Southern Mabtatla country, covers ay aren of ad) 
square miles, with a population of about 90,000, spread over five towns 
and fifty-nine villages, U has three divisions + one im the valley of the 
Kistna, another in the south of the Dhawar Distuet, and the third in’ the 
heart of the Sholapur District, ‘The Gacts, through which the river Kista 
runs, are flat and rich, The soil, in gener, is of the black cotton variety, 
Rivulets, tanks, and wells, are the only sourees of itrigation, The climate 
is dry, and is extiemely hol from March to May, Millet, wheat, gram, sugate 
cane, and cotton, form the chief crops, Amony the manuitetares are codtae 
cotton cloth and musical instruments, ‘The cevenue is about four buehs, af 
which the sum of Rs, 12,558 is paid as Gaibute te the British Government 
The family holds the usuitl sanad of-rcdoption, ane) in pom of succession tt 
follows the law of primogeniture, The State has five muimicipalities, of 
which Miraj and Lakshmeshowar are the most prominent for purposes 
of education, there ae thity instilubons, Medivai wad ix rendered in 
three dispensaries, ‘The police force consists of neatly 440° officers and 
men, Miraj own, (he capital of the Senior Bitneh, ix near the Kisina, a 
faw miles south-east of Sangli, with a populavion of about 20,000, A 
High School and a dispensary ate located in il, Mittjis an offshoot of 
Sangli, The progenitor of the famly, Govind Usui Patwardhan, obtained 
the Miraj State from (he Peshwa, Madhava Rao, in i700 twas divided 
info fou branches in L820, lwo of which subyequently lapsed into Britiah 
{erritories. The present Kuler, Shiimant Gangudhar Rao Ganesh, born in 
1866, received his education al the Kylue College, Indore, He was 
créated aK. C1, I. in 0d, and ig a fist-cligs Sardar @{ the Southern 
Mahratls Country, Te 18 an enlightened Cluef, and rules over his pringl- 
pality to ihe salisfaction of the Political Ofteers, and to the benefit of 
his subjects, 


SHRIMANT MADHAV RAO HARIHAR 
CHIEF OF MIRAJ (JUNIOR BRANCH) 

This branch of the Miraj State is also under the Political Agent for 
Kolhapur and the Southern Mabratta Country. It covers an area of 211 
square miles, and has a population of aboul 40,000, ‘There are three 
towns, and thirly-one villages, the largest of the towns being Bhudgaon, 
with a population of 4,000, where the Chief resides, Almost all the people 
are Hindus, with a sprinkling of Mahomedans and Jains, The principality 
is divided into three portions ; the first adjoins the Bankapur taluka of the 
Dharvar District; the second is near the ‘Tasgaon taluka of the Satara 
District ; and the third lies in close proximily to the Pandharpur taluka of 
the Sholapur District, The soil is of the black colton kind, Among the 
products are Indian millet, wheat, gram, and cotton, Coarse cotton 
cloth is the only manufacture of any importance, The family history 
of the Chief of this branch ig the same as that of the senior branch, 
Harihar Rao Dada saheb, born in 1883, succeeded to the gadi on the 
bib February 1876. He was the grandson of Gangadhar Rao Govind, 
son of Guvind Hari Paltwardhan, the founder of the State, He was 
followed by Lakshman Rao Harthar, also known as Anna Saheb Patwar- 
dhan. The present Chief, Shrimant Madhav Rav Harihar, has the rank 
of a first-class Sardar in the Southern Mahratla Country, He exercises 
full powers in civil, revenue, and criminal cases, and ties his subjects 
for capital offences, The family holds the usual sanad of adoption, and 
in point of succession it follows the law of primogeniture. The revenue 
of the State is more than four lakhs, of which the sum of Rs, 6,412 is paid 
as tribute to the British Government. The strength of the police is about 
200. Instruction is imparted in nearly forty schools, For medical aid there 
are (wo dispensaries, Vaccination ts popular. 
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SHRIMANT BHALCHANDRA RAO CHINTAMAN RAO 
CHIEF OF KURANDVAD (SENIOR BRANCH) 

Kurandvad fs one of the Native Slates under the Political Agent for 
Kolhapur and the Southern Mabratta Country, Is area is 185 square 
miley, and it has a population of abont 60,000, Hindus, of course, predo« 
minating, It has two divisions : the ruler of one w known ag the Senior 
Chief,and tbat of the other as the Junior Chief. The Senior Branch 
consists of one town, Kurandvad, the headquarters, and thirly-seven 
villages. ‘The important crops taised in the State are millet, rica, wheat, 
gram and cotton, Among the manufactures are coarse cotton cloth, and 
articely of female apparel, ‘The revenue is more then (wo tukhs, and the 
tribute payable to the British Government is Re 9,619. The Durbar 
maintains twenty schools and two dispeasiies, ‘The Chief isa Kona. 
nasiha Brahmin, claiming descent from Tari Rath, a native of Kotwadn 
One of his successors, Trimbak Ray, obtained urandvad in iowm from the 
Peshwa, for feudal service. In 1811 the principality was split up into two 
parts, one being known ag Kurandyad, and the other Shebdal, Tor want 
of an heir, Shebdal lapsed to the British Government in 1887, Raghunath 
Rao and Ganpat Rao on the one side, and Vinayak Rao and Trimbak Rao 
on the other, with the concurrence of the Supreme Power, divided the 
State into two branches, senior and junior, When Trimbuk Rao pasged 
away in 1869 without a male child, his share of the jaghir was granted to 
Ganpat Rao and Vinayak Rao, What belonged to him in the inam 
estale reverted to the senior] Chief, Raghunath Ran, Chintaman Rao 
Raghunath, born in 1850, succeerled to the Stale in 1876. His son, Shri- 
mant Bhalehandra Rao Chintaman Rag, isthe present|Chief. He Is a first. 
class Sardar in the Southern Mahratta Country. He exercises full powers, 
and tries his subjects for capital offences. The family holds the usual 
sanad of adoption, and succession is regulated by the law of primo» 
geniture, 


THAKUR KARANSINHJL VAJIRAJIL, GS.L, 
THAKUR OF THAN LAKHTAR 


Lakhtar (Than Lakhtar), a third clasy State in the Kathiawar Political 
Ageocy, Bombay, covers an area of 248 square miles, with a population 
of about 20,000 scattered about fifty-one villages, It is divided into two 
parts, Than and Lakhtar, and owns some villages in the Ahmedabad 
(District, [tis devoid of rivers and hills, but has some rocky tracts, 
A fifth of the (otal area is under cuitivation, and neatly four square miles 
have irrigation facilities, Among the products are cotion and the 
usual grains, Than is noted for its pottery, It is surcounded by a fort, 
and haa a population of about 2,000. [tis said to be one of the most 
anclent places in India, and its neighbouring parts are considered to be 
holy ground, Than is well known for iis local traditions, [t finds a 
prominent place in several puvanas. Quite close to it there are many 
shrines and tanks held sacred by Hindus, 11 would appear that the first 
temple dedicated to the Sun was built hy Rajah Mandhala in Satya Yug. 
In 1690 the Viceroy of Gujarat sLormed the town and levelled the ald temple, 
The present temple is built on the former site, Than is said to have been 
originally a large city, with a population of 260,000. The Chiefs 
of Lakhtar are Jhala Rajputs and claim descent from one of the 
ancestors of the Dhrangadra ruling family, [( would appear that the 
taluka of*Lakhtar was conferre! on Abhaisinghji, the son of Raj Chan- 
drasinghji, by the Chief of Dhrangadra, Abhaisinghji enlarged his princi- 
pality by conqueriny the surrounding tracts from the Babrias between 1604 
and 1615, The present Chief, Thakur Karansinghji Vajirajji, born on the 
10th January 1846, succeecled to the gadis as an infant, barely a year old, 
Duing lus minority, the State was under the macagement of the Court ot 
Wards, He enjoys all the powers of « third-class ruler At the Delhi 
Durbar of WH, Gis Imperial Majesty was pleased to confer on him tho 
distinetian of CS. He is well advanced in age and is a popular Cluef, 


MEHERBAN MUDHOJ! RAO JAN RAO NAIK NIMBALKAR, C.S,1, 
CHILLY OF PHALTAN 


Phaltan, 8 Native Stale under the political saactintendencls of the 
Collector of Satara in the Bombay Presidency, lies within (he Deccan trap, 
It covers an area of 897 square milus, wilh a population of about 50,000 
spread over one town and seventy-one villages, Its annual revenue is nearly 
three Jakhs, of which the sum of Rs, 9,600 18 paid as tribute to the British 
Government. The river Nira waters the lets, The Chief enjoys full 
administralive powers ; but crimunil cases requiring capital punmhment or 
transportation for life are tried by the Political Agent, the preliminary pro- 
ceedings being held by the Chief himself, The State was surveyed in 
1869, anda revision selilement look place in 1894-5. (t uimotains a 
small police force of a litle over 150 officers and mien, who also serve a8 
bodyguard (o the raler, Instruction is impaited in about forty schools, and 
medical aid is rendered in one dispensary, Phaltan, the chief town of the 
State, which is sittated Chirty-severt miles north-wtst of Satara, has a popue 
lation of 10,000. It was founded by Nimbraji in the fourteenth century. 
Tt is a fine place with clean streets and shady trees. LC lias a municipality 
with an annual income of about 20,000 rupees, The Chiefs of Phaltan come 
of & very ancient Mahratte Gaunily, aud clan descent trom one Pocaka 
Jagdeo, who served under the lmperor of Delhi and fell in’ battle in 
1827, ‘The Emperor conferred a jaghir on lis son, Nimbraji, with the 
litle of Naik, The Rajah of Sataa attached iin 1885, and restured it 
to the then Chief, Banaji Naik, on payment of a nazarina or sugceasion 
fee of Re, 80,000. Within a year it was again attached and held by the 
Satara durbar until 1841. The same year the ruler of Phaltan passed away, 
and his widow, Sahejibai,adopted the present Chief, Muchoji Rao Jan 
Rao Naik Nimbalkar, born on the Sth November 1288, Me way 
invested wilh full administrative powers in March 1860. ple was a member 
of the Legislative Council of Bombay tor some yeara, At the Delhi 
Durbar of 1911, he obtained the well-merited distinction of GS. 1, His 
connections are very high, and he commands great respect itr the Presidency. 


THAKUR SAHEB WAKIATSINGHJI KESRISINGH]I, CLE, 
THAKUR SAHEB OF SAYLA 


Sayla is a third-class Stale in the Kathiawar Political Agency, Bombay, 
with an area of 222 square miles and a population of about 15,000 spread 
over one town and thirty-eight villages, Its annual revenue is nearly 
rs, 75,000 A third of the area is under cultivation, Sayla, the chief 
town of the State, which has a population of 6,000, is situated at a 
distance of sixigen miles from the Chuda railway slation, and eighteen 
miles south-west of Wadhvan, near (he kiye tank, known ag Manasarowatt 
Iissaid thal Sidhraj Jai Singh, the famous King of Anhilvada, had built the 
town, Sayla is noted for a temple dedicated to Ramachandra, and construct 
ed by a Baniya vaint, Lala Bhagat, in (he beginning of the last century. 
Food is supplied every day to travellers, ascetics, and others. There isa 
brisk trade in cotlon and grain, [tis recorded in the Ain-i-Akbari that 
Sayla was a pargana of Jhalawar, Kathis came in possession of il by the 
eighteenth century, ‘The rulers of Sayla arc Jhala Rajputs. Shesha Bhai, 
the son of the Halavad Cliel, captured Sayla in 1751, and made it an 
appanage of the giras of Narichana and Liya, which he had. seized while 
trying to take possession of Diuangadra, Elis successor, Kakobhai, com- 

‘monly known as Vikmatsingh, came under British influence in 1818, 
Kearisinghji, who ruled over the principality from 1837 to 1881, oblained 
the personal distinction of Zhakur Saheb. The present Chief, Wakhat- 
singhji Kesri Singhji, born in 1846, succeeded to the gadi on the 4th 
October 1881, Some years after he had been invested with full powers, 
the personal tile of Thakur Saheb was granted lo him, He was crealed a 
©, 1. Ein June 1912, His connections are respectable, He is well advane 
ced inage, and is popular with his brother Chiefs as well’as with the 
officers of the Agency, 


SIR PARASH RAM RAO RAMACHANDRA RAO, K. CG. 1 I, 
CHIEF OF JAMKHANDI 

Jamkhandi ix a Native State under the Political Agent for Kolhapur 
and the Southern Mahiatta Country, It covers an aren of 524 square miles, 
and has a population of more than £00,000 spread over cight towns and 
seventy-nine villages, Nine-tenths of the people are Hindus, and the rest 
Mahomedans, The chief crops grown are cotton, wheat, the ordinary 
kinds of pulse, and millet. Coarse cotton cloth, and rough blankets, 
form the important manufactures, ‘The revenue is about six lakhs, of 
which the sum of Rs, 20,816 is paich as tribute (o the British Government, 
The principalily was surveyed in 1881-8, It has six municipalities, the 
largest being Jamkhandi, and the smallest Hunnur. or purposes of edus 
cation there are nearly fifly schools, including one English school, Medi« 
cal aid is afforded in one hospital and three dispensaries, Vaceination iy 
popular, The Slate forces consist of fifty cavalry and two hundred and 
(wenty infantry, The Chief, wha exercises (ull powers, is empowered 
to try his subjects for capital affences, Jamkhandi town, the capital of 
the principalily, has a population of about £5,000. 10 is a trading centre 
and deals largely in silk clothe © There are more than 500 looms at work, 
An annual fair, in honour of the god, Uma Rameshwar, is hell for six > 
days consecutively, A meruber of the Patwardhan family, a Bralinin by 
caste, obtained the Stale from (he Peshwa, In 808 it was divided into 
two parts, of which Tasgaon kipsecdta tle Ueitigh for failure of a male heir. 
Ram Chandra Rao Gopal, born in t8dd, suceeded to the State in 1840+ 
The present Chief, Shrimant Parashram) Kao Ramachandra Rio, also 
known as Bhau Saheb Patwardhan, way born in 188d, He has travelled 
widely in India and in Maghoad. Ue isa highly coltured roler and hag 
already given proof of his great enpacity for adininistration hy the intro. 
duction of many salutary relorma in dhe State, Ee las made primary 
education free throughout the principality, Fle won the wellmerited dis« 
{inction of K.C.LE, on the Ist january 1918, 


SHRIMANT CHINTAMAN RAO DHUNDI RAO 
CHILY OF SANGLI 

The Sangli Stale, under the control of the Political Agent for Kolha- 
pur and the Southern Mabratta Jaghirs, Bombay, covers an area of 
{112 square miles, and has a population of about 250,000, Lt consists of 
six separate divisions, Ils annual revenue is nearly twenty lakhs. The 
soil is of the black cotlon vaviely, Rivers, wells, and tanks, constitute the 
important soucecs of irrigation, The Chief, who is a first-class Sardar in the 
Southern Mahratta Country, exercises (ull civil, criminal, and revenue 
powers, He can also (ry capital offences, The police force consists of 
five hundred officers and’ men. Instruction is imparted in about a hun. 
dred schools, including one High School, six Anglo-Vernacular schools, 
and {ten girls’ schools, There are six municipalities, the mest important 
of them being Sangli and Shahapur. Medical aid is afforded in nearlyiten 
dispensaries, Vaccination is popular. Sangli town, the capital of the State, 
is ou the river Kistna, with a population of 20,000, ‘The fort, which 
contains the palace of the Chief, and the public offices, was brought 
into existence a century ago. The rulers of Sangli are Konkani Brahming 
connected with the Palwardhan family, They claim descent from Haribhat, 
afamily priest of the Chief of Ichalkaranji. The Peshwa, Madhav Rao, 
granted the jaghir to Haribhat's gon, Govind Rao, and two grandsons, 
Chintaman Rao, the grandson of Govinda ivan, became the Chief in 1772, 
During his minorily, his uncle, Gangadhar Rao, managed the State. Later 
on, the uncle and the nephew quarelled, and, as a :esult, the former took 
Miraj, and ihe latter Sangli, Chintaman Rao, the grandfather of the 
present ruler of Sangli, came under Brilish protection in 1818, In 
recognition of his high character and loyalty, the East India Company 
presented him with a sword in 1846, On his death in 18851, his son, 
Dhundi Rao Chintaman Rao, succeeded to the State. The present Chief 
is Shrimant Chintaman Rao Dhundi Rao, 


NAWAR SALIYID GHULAM ALI KHAN BAHADUR 
NAWAB OF BANGANAPALLE 


Banganupalle ts the only Mahomedan State mn Sonth Tnelia ander the 
direet political control of the Goverment of Matas, Tt cavers an ares 
of 275 square miles, with a population of about 32,000, Ms Colal revenue 
is nearly three lakhs, and it pays ne tahute, ‘Phe Inlls near Banganapalle 
contain diamond deposits. An wea of gightecn square miles has been 
leased out to han Bahadur Waljea Laijee Sait for twenty yeas, and the 
mines are worked by a syndicite from Madras, The principal town, 
Banganapalle, is surrounded by bearhful fruit gardens on the banks of the 
Joraru and the Vagu. 

The State has a very interesting history, and its sulers plityed noe 
mean part in the political struggles of the Deco durigge the seventeenth 
and eighteenth centuries. ‘Phe Jayhirdars, as the Nuwwahs af Bangsuntpatle 
were originally called, belong to two histone Mahomed tunities and 
trace their descent on the one side test guand: Vaaeer of Aneusyiizel, the 
great Moghul Emperor, and, on the other, to Sayid Mahomet Khoo 
Ragvi, the preat Minister of Shah Abbas Hof Persia Tt sald that 
Tahir Ali, the younger of the sons of the Persitn Minister, bad to flee 
from the country fo wseape the envy of tis brother, and while wandering 
about in the gach of a fekhir att Bijapur, he wet picked up hy the Minivter 
of Adil Shah, IIe was so much captivated hy the mtelligenee, noble 
bearing, and handsome appearance of the young ialventuer that he 
made him his son-in-law, and advaneed big an life a an officer of the 
Bijapur Kingdom, 

The ruler of Bijapur in his turn wae greatly altricted by the 
superior intelligence of Tahir Ali, and this provoked the envy of his 
brothers-iu-law, who comp.ssed his death through hired assassins, The 
unfortunate widow fled with her two sons from her unnatural bro» 
thers, and took shelter in the Carnatic. Nothing waa known about the 
elcler boy, whose mind seemed to have given way under theae trials and 
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calamites, But the younger, Saiyid Mahomed Khan Nakhde, rose to-be.a 
General “in the army of Nawab Sadat-ullt-Khan of the Carnatic, “He 
married a grand-daughter of Fazle Ali Khan, Jaghirdar of Banganapalle, 
Fazle Ali Khan was a descendant of Mahomed Bey Khan, a relation 
of Mubaraz Khan, the grand Vazeer of Aurangzeb, on whom was conferred 
the jaghit of Banganapalle by the Moghul Emperor, ‘The ancient history 
of the State is merged in a mere tradition, — 1t- would appear that the tracts 
once belonged to one Rajah Nanda Chakravarthi of Nandavaram and his 
descendants, It was conquered from them by Adil Shah, King of Bijapur, 
and given in jaghir to, Siddbi Sambul, his General, After the dismember- 
ment of the kingdom of Bijapur, about 1665, Mahomed Beg Khan Rose- 
bahandi, an uncle of Mubataz Khan, the Vazeer of Aurangzeb, was made 
the Killadar of Banganapalle. Ele was recogtuised in this office by the 
greal Nizam-ul-Mulk, when he became the Viceroy of the Deccan, and 
later ‘on the jaghir was permanently conferred on him and his descen:' 
dants by the Court at Delhi, under the seal of Rafi-ud- Darjat, a grandson 
of Aurangzeb, Mahomed Beg Khan continued to be the Jaghirdar until 
1725, Three rulers came after him in suecession—~Ata Khan, his son-in- 
law (1725-28), Fazle Ali Khan, the brothersin-law of Ata Ishan, (1728-37), 
and Fazle Ali Khan I, the son of the latter (1737-69), Fazle Ali Khan Il 
seems lo have purposely avoided: marriage wilh a-view to secure the suc” 
cession to his sister's son, Saiyid Hussain Ali Khan, the son of Mahomed 
Khan’ Nakhde, the Parsian General of the Nawab of the Carnatic, alr eadly 
telerred to,. Thus the Nawabs of Banganapalle trace their descent directly 
{rom'Saiyid Hussain Ali Shan who was in possession of the jaghir from 
1769 to 1784, LM was during the reign of this Prince that the tribute pay: 
able to the Nawab of the Carnatic was permanently emitted, and the 
jaghir became free, Flussain Ali Khan sought military: service under 
Hyder Ali, who .was then coming to prominence, and won great distinction 
asa General © linmeciately after Hyder’s death, he passed away in 1783, 
,onhis way back to Banganapalle. Tippu, the son of Elyder, was, bowever; 
niuch exasperated al the conduct of the widow of Hussain Ali, who -re+ 
fusecl to send her. childrei to Mysore on the score of tender age, and he ; 
‘conliscated'(he jaghir; which was annexed to the. Mysore Slate, “Hussain 
Ali's widow, her four suns, aud her bruther-in-liw, Saiyid Asad Ali. Khan, 
then took reluge in flyderabad. “Asad Ali Khan later on ruse to eminence 
asa General under tbe Nizam and was able lo recover Banganapalle for 
his-nephew, Ghulam Ali Khan; by delent ing Kutbudin, a deputy of ‘Tippu’s 
‘al Thammadapaille in 721. Saiyid Gl Ali Khan beanie the Jaghirdar 
{ Banganapalle, and-cuntinued to rul that Stale until 1822, through 
van. Agent or Naib,. while hechimself was Winning fame as a General under 
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the Nvaneand obbuned for tact the tile ot Menecentd deta Che 
Ceded Distuets, however, cane tote flee posse sston of tie aghsh on 1798, 
when Bangabapalle was brongit ude Batak protection. "Elie aller ol 
(he ast fidia Comynaty to the Masa udbahakda (3 exebiange: Usagi 
Palle tor Adour was dechaed onthe grow that die would nat give up 
the phtce where his loretthers were bane, Chougt: Adont fhal wie) dhe 
meome of bis own jaghu.  Swuyrd Eussaia Ab Khan H, dhe son of Ghul 
AU Khaw Mansa acbeheah, was de cotec from 2822 ta (ts, andi dats 
ime, (he palin, owing to tinancial reubles, wis managed by the [ast 
Indta Company. Qu lis death in 1848, be was sacuceded by las brother's 
son, Saiyid Fateh Alt Shan Bahadur, C, 8.4, the late Nawab, who hved 
until the znd Apuil 1905, 

Tle was a very generoussninded and noble Proce, ‘The heredituy 
distnetion of Vawab was conferted on time by a speeo) sapad of Lord 
Noithbrooke'’s, dated (he 20h Jammuy 1876. She Nawal had dhe rere 
honour ol meebng Us hale Majesty King dwad Vil, when tie fatter 
vintted Madias as Prince of Wales in 1878-76, and received from Tis 
Royal Highness a silva medal and a hie aeoble-battelled revolver ay 
presents, But dur the dates part ot tis rate, the State got ata: finan 
cial ditheulties, and was managed by the Madias Government direugh wn 
Assistant Politeal Agent, Mi. J. G. Malony, 10, 8. whose efferent and 
econonie adininistialion seer inade (he prmenelity quite solvent Ou 
the lamented death ool the Naw aa 108, dis sun, Sajid Ghuahun 
Ali Khan Bahadur, who Was apeenly bared a adnniintiaive work hy 
the aforesaid agent, became the Nawab, 

He wasonvestil with dnl powers at aapecil dnrbar in Banganapalle 
by His Ixcelleney Si Arthur Teaviey, CGoveraor at Madi, an the J2th 
December 08, ‘The Nawab wis bern a October fo7d. He lust his 
wife on the 26th Septenrber 1908, but bas Gwo suns and a daughten, “The 
heir apparent, Fade All Khan, ts abouttourteen years ol age, 

After the assumption of the cluetlap by the present Nawab, a village 
called alter hon, “Ghnalam Ah Abad,” aud miany schools for baysand gitle 
have been established, dueation has heen made free mn the principalily. 
Boys are sept out with Itberat scholaslups for ligher education, In the 
Technical Instinte at the capital, carpent y and diay making are taught 
sericultural operations have been succeaslully camed out by Mr, BP, 
Ghatala, Supermlendent of Industuies, About ty mauuds of silk have been 
produced Ul] now Many hands are at work, ‘The State service has been 
made pensionable, A forest deputinent and a iceurd office have been 
opened. ‘Two large tanks Iiive been sunk for miigetton purposes. The 
Ghief subscribed Rs. 78,000 fur the Matizas Wat Fund and Ry. 28,000 for 
the {mperial War Rebel Fund, 

«The Nawab ig a pypular and sympathetic Chiel with winning and 
affable wanhers, and the Stale isdoing wall ander his care, ay 


SHRIMANT RAJAH VENKAT kAO 
RAJAW OF SANDUR 

Lying in a valley between (wo parallel ranges of hills formed of Dhar. 
war tocks, and clothed with long grass and thick forest, is Sandur, the 
smallest of the five Native States in political relationship with the Govern. 
mentof Madras, [1 covers an area of 164 squate miles and has a population 
of 13,526. One-cighth of the area is under ‘cultivation, the rest being 
forest or unfit for Ullage, Between (865 and 1871 a rough survey of the 
State was made with the aid of the village accountants, The revenue does 
not much exceed half a lakh, The soil af the territory is a rich heavy loam, 
which compares favourably with thal of the adjoining aicas, There is 
practically no black cotton soil, and in consequence, ne late crops, such 
as cotton, are grown. Dry crops are raised from the early part of June 
to the middle of July, and ieaped in October, The valley is cooler than 
the neighbourmg District of Iellary and receives more rain than any 
olhet parlof i the average fall approaching thirty inches annually, 
Considering vs conformation, it is singularly free from malaria 
The silvery streaks of hills and streams running down the hill sides 
presenta most delightful appearance, The gorges, Obalagandi, two and a 
half miles from Sandu, and Bhimanagandi, through which the Natihalla 
stream enters and leaves the county, are sighis famous for their 
pictuesqueness, There is plenty of game, the cheeta, the wild hoar, and 
the sambar abounding in the forests. Pea-fowl is also numerous, but the 
bitd is left unmolested, as it is held sacred to Sumaraswamt or Subtahima- 
niam, to whom is dedicated an important shtine on a hill 8,400 feet high 
in the gouth-castern corner of the State, The Ramandrug plateau, in the 
centre of the southern line of lulls, 3,256 feel above the sea-level, is noted 


for its salubrious clunate and mineral springs, There ate many bungalows 
here used as residences by Europeans and others in summer, ‘The most 


important buildings of antiquarian interest nthe country are the fort of 
Krishnanagar, theangient fortress al Ramandiug, and the temple of Kumauae 
awami which is beautifully stlualedin a natural amphitheatre of wooded 


452 THE RULING CHES, NOBLES AND ZAMINDARS OF INDIA 


slopes near the top of the hills, seven uiles from the Sindur town, 
The inseriptions i the building shew that it was brought inte exixtence 
so far back os ALD. 980, but architecturally 10 is disappointing, 
There are about 2,000) Mahemedins iu the prinespalily, amd the 
Linguyits and Bedus, representing: the old dygiting chs, aiumber over 
2,000, A thoustid Mahraltes, with a for sprinkling of Biudtuums, live in the 
Stute, Phe Sadars, the Madigas, and the Kurubas, are the principal ayris 
cultural classes, Canarese is the prevailing huygnage, Chakun is the 
staple product. Pulses, aieseeds, belel-leal, and tobaceo are also grown, 
Wells constitute the chief source of armygation, Forests, whieh contain 
food sandalwood trees, make up more than three-fourths of the State, 
About 40,000 acres of these have been leased oul to the Government of 
Madras lor an annual rental of Rs, 8,000, ‘The country is righ in minerals, 
There are valuable deposits of iron and manganese, ‘The: principality 
contains no natura salt or sall-eatth, and therefore ua complications arise 
wilh the Salt Department in’ British tenitory, She only nunntactire of 
importance is couse woollen bliukels, woven by the shepherd caste of 
the Kurubas from the fleeces of the sheep of the conntry, The Collector 
of Bellary is the ex-officio Pohteal Agent. The administration is ine the 
hands of a Dewan, who is invested with the powers of a fitst-class Mayis. 
trate, Districlk Munsift, Divisional Officer, and District Repastuu, All the 
revisional powers are rehuned by the Rajah Under the teams an which 
(he State ig held, sentences of death cannot be passed without the xaetion 
of the Government of Machaa, Speen rules regarding criminal jars 
diction are in force in the santtadom af Runandrag, Extradition (rom the 
lerritory is airinged through the Pobueal Agent and is usually sanetioned 
only when (he offence ts of aminor devcnption, Serious cuniinal cases are 
disposed of by the Rajah, The laws are generally those observed in’ British 
India, The Stale pays no (bate. The Betish coins ae in crenhition, Peace 
is preserved by a police force of about Unirty-live officers and men, Medical 
aid is afforded in one dispensary at the capital. Edueation is imparted in 
one higher grade clementary ischoal, a girls school, aud seven primary 
schools, 


The Rajah of Sandur is a seion of the ancient Mahratta family of Ghar. 
pades, a name sail to have been carned by an imeestar, who is credited to 
have scaled a precipitous fort by clinging to an iguann or ghorpad, Sines 
1728 when the State first came into the hands of the ruling family, it baw 
had an event{ul history. Jt way captined by one Sidduji Rav, an ances 
lor of the present Rajali, whose puandfather bad been iv the service of the 
Sullan of Bijapur, Siddoji’s father jomed the Malnatta revolt against Bijae 
pur and earned the distinction of Zfindn Jeo and AMamelkal Madar (Centre 
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of the State), filles still used by the Rajahs of Sandur, Sidddoji’s son was 
the great Murari Rao, who figured so much in the wars of the Carnatic, 
He came into conflict with Ilyder Ali, who aunexed the whole of the 
territory, and began to build ihe fort of Krishnanagar, which was finished 
and garrisoned by his son, Tippu. Murari Rao himself died as a prisoner 
al Kabhaldurga. Tis two sons bavinge passed away in childhood, his 
adopted son, Siva Rao, fell ina vain attempt to recover Sandur from Tippu. 
Venkat Rag, the guardian of Siddoji, the two-year-old son of Siva Rao, 
however, drove oul Tippu's loops and regained possession of the place. 
After the treaty of Seringapatam in 1792, the rights of the Ghorpades to 
Sandur were recognised, and Sandur passecl under the ast India Company 
along with Bellary, In the meanwhile, Baji Rao, the Peshwa, had granted 
the State to Jasvant Rao, an Officer in Sindhin’s army, Failing in his 
attempls to take it fram Siva Rao, he appealed to the Company (o restore 
il to him, contending that Siva Rao was the vassal of the Peshwa, and that 
the English, according to the treaty of Bassein, must assist Baji Rao in 
reducing refractory vassals. Having been prevailed upon by Munro, who 
was asked to settle the matter, Siva Rao resigned possession of Sandur and 
obtaingd an estate in the Bellary District; but the power of the Peshwas 
came to an end in 1815, and Munto again recommended the restoration 
of Sandur lo Siva Rao, A sanad was accordingly granted in 1826, Siva 
Rao died in 1840 and was succeeded by his nephew and adopted son, 
Venkat Rao, Ele passed away in 1861, and his son left the Stale to Siva 
Shanmukha Rao, In 1876 the heredilary distinction of Rajah was confers 
red on him, He ruled ull 3878, and was followed by his brother, Rajah 
Ramchandra Villal Rao. He was made a C, 1, E. in 1892 just before his 
death, His son, the present ruler, Rajah Venkat Rao, came to the gadi as 
a minor, “ 

He was born on the 10th July 1822, and was barely six months old 
at the time of his father’s demise. He received his education for some 
years al Bellary, and later, at the Newington Institution, Madras, He 
married Princess Tara Raja Sahiba of Akalkot onthe 7th June 1908, He 
hag lwo daughters, the elder bern in August 19)J,and the younger in 
October 1912, [He was invested with full administrative powers on the 
19th July 1918. During his minovity, the Slate was ably managed by 
Dewan Bahadur T, Kolhandarama Naidu, whose services had been lent by 
the Madras Government lo Sandur, and who made a name as an officer of 
oxceptional abilities and sterling honesly. The full titles of the Rajah are—~ 
Shreemant Venkat Rao, Rao Sahib, Hindu Rao Ghoipade, Mamatkat 
Madar, Senapathi, Rajah of Sandur. 

"Che Rajah Saheb, who has regcived a good training, will, no doubl, 
prove a successful Chief, 

Ba 


RANA RILAGAT CHAND BAHADUR 
RANA OF JUBBAL 


Yorty miles from Simla, sid between the Shues of Simi and Rampur 
Bashaht, lies the preturesque small TWimalayan Principaliiy ef Tabbal, 
otherwise known as the Perest Stile, with wu aren of 288 syuae miles ane 
a population of about 26,000, Kanets, whe me sricultuiists, form. the 
majority of the population, A large portion of the enaltivable area isin 
the possession of Kanels, ‘The Rajputs, asin the other parts of the hills, 
are divided into two classes, upper and lower, ‘Tins too are aygieulturiaty, 
but their distinclive occupation is music. ‘They live either near a temple 
ort the headquarters of a Chieh ‘Phe other castes ate represented by 
Kolis, Rehrs, aud some Mahomedany One of (he most interesting of the 
various culls is that of Sri Gul, whose puneipal temple is on the Chor 
mountain, The snnud revente of the State comes to neady two lakhs 
and a half, of which the sum of Rs, 3,420 i8 paid ay (ribule to the Tvitish 
Government. 244 square miles of the country, thatis about five-sixths 
of the total arca, are covered with forests, which are particularly rich, and 
which largely contribute to the revesne of the principality ‘The Deodar 
and Kail timbers of Jubbal ave (he best-known in the market, The forest 
abound in excellent game, and the country affores large fields for pasture 
Cattle of the ordinary hill breed ave ofan excellent kind. Among the wild 
animals may be mentioned the black bear, cheetah, Musk deer, boar and 
amu. Sheep and gouls ae reared ona lat ge fcuale. ‘here are more than 
ton perks seatlered aver the tracts, of whieh Chor, the highest, is thont 
12,000 feet above the sealevel, The climate is pleasant and salubrious. 
There are manv streams and steeamlets running through the tracts, afford 
ing sources of irrigilion an a small seate, the elnef of them being the 
Rishkalti, the Minus, the ‘Tons and the Shilvii ‘The soil, as may 
be expected on the Himalayan slopes, is very fertile. Rice 
maize, wheat, millet, barley, and pulses, are the chief products, 
Poppy is sown widely, Opium is manufactined largely, and it 
forms one of the principal articles of teides Patty cloth, and 
gudmas or blankets, called dhabli, are made outol sheep's wool, 
Jubbal bas some reputation for it, wood and slone carving; for pen« 
dages made of woud, and for its metal work in the shape of lrampets,denma, 
etcy As the foresls constitute the mpolfanl source of revenue, special alten» 
lion is pald to their elficient management, and they are now under the able 
control of a'Stipetin(endent, Dolat Ram, B, A,, Extra Agsistant Conger 
vator, Por ‘adiinidirve pan the State is divided into two lahsile, 
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the Tahsildat exercising revenue and judicial pawers, Hindi and Urdu 
are the official languages. The Adalat Alia is the highest court, presided 
over by the Rana himself. Then comes the Adalal Sadar, under the 
presidency of (he Prime Minister controlling the smaller subordinate 
courts, There is a central jail at the capital with two sub-jails in each of 
the tabsils, A small police foree consisting of two Sub-Inspectors, three 
sergeants, and twenty-five constables, with two guns, distributed over three 
stations, serves lo preserve the peace, Rawin and Dhadi are two smaller 
States tribulary to Jubbal, Medical aid is afforded in two dispensaries and 
adequate provision is made for public instruction, Primary education is 
free in the State. A large boarding house is attached to the Anglo- 
vernacular school al Deora, the capital. 

‘Tradition bas it that the aacestors of the present Ranas of Jubbal were 
once the rulers of Sirmur, They belong to the Rathor clan of Chandia 
Bansi Rajputs, and ihey trace their descent from Bharata of the Mahabha- 
rata, ‘Their transfer (rom Sirniur to Jubbal is accounted for in the following 
manner +—One Ugar Chand, the Rajah of Sirmur, had a summer palace at 
Soonpur, the modern Hatkoli, While he was having a pleasant time with 
his three sous, he was called back to Sirmur on State business, Leaving 
his family behind, he went thither, but owing to heavy rains, the rivers 
were in flood, and he and his principal officers found watery graves, and 
(here was none to carry the news fo the royal children, A Raj Kumar of the 
Jaisalmir house happening to be there al the time on Badrinath pilgrimage, 
he was installed on the gadi by the Pundits of the principality, and thus 
the country was once for all lost to the descendants of Ugar Chand, 

The three sons of Ugar Chand—Karam Chand, Mool Chand, and 
Dunni Chand—then respectively became the founders of the States of 
Jubbal, Sairi, and Rawin, the last (wo of which still continue under Jubbal, 

_Jubbal, as an independent State, came under British protection after 
the first Gurkha war, and its then ruler, Puran Chand, received a sanad 
from Lord Moira, dated the 18th November 1818, But the territory drifted 
into disorder, and he had to hand it over to the British for management, 
and received an allowance of Rs, 4,400, It was, however, restored to his 
son, Karam Chand, after the death of his father in 1849. Karam Chand was 
astrong and able tuler, In 1857 another sanad of adoption, in case of 
failure of direct issue, was granted to Rana Kaiam Chand in recognition of 
his services during the Mutiny, [p his time, two fine palaces were built, 
one at Jubbal, and the other at Cunpabal, He had also four lemples 
erected at Gheri, a summer resort well known for ils excellent 
scenery, He reformed the administration in several ways, and the 
State made steady progress during his rule. Ne died in 1877, 
when his son, Rana Padam Chand, succeeded him, He was also 
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a osuecesstul adiiinistiater. "Phe good work bepun by his father 
cootinned onder ting offices were bull, seven becatifil pubhe 
buildings came into existence | and anany temples were cone toueted, 
He bad a nmnber of rest-houses putup for Gavellers ‘Phe hard revenue 
se((lement wis reorstosed in his time, The was at popatan cuter knows for 
his piety and ehuilible disposition, When he died i TRUS, he was 
succeeded fy his son, Gavi Chand. Ashe was anion, the Stile 
remained under (he supervision of the Superintendent at the Ha States of 
Sila, until be attuned hiss leygd omajeritv. Rima Gavan Chand wis 
anable Chief, and he sevised the dand setthoent, qi lonam of Sir 
Charles Riva, he had a beautital garden dad out. During his time 
the Stale was visited by Their Excellencies Lotd and Lady Minto and by 
Lord Kitchener, allot whom were highly pleised with the excellent he 
haviour of the Rana. Ty memory oC his father, he (ounded a welleequipped 
dispensary as well as a school, with a large bourdingehouse aliached to it, 
In 1910, however, to Che regret of all, he took land died, and was succeed 
ed by his half-brother, Rana Bhagat Chand, the proses ( Roler, whe uted 
borne a part in the administuation of the Stiute as we ist-class Magushite 
and ‘Treasury Officer, 

He was horn in 1aa8, We reeeived dus eduention at the Ailehison 
College, Lahore, and pissed the Ming) Diplama Mxamination with 
honours, Ue haa travelled allover Indix and Burn. Ue aa keen sports 
man and aa intrepid cider, He intends gaing ta Marepe slerdy, De has 
already undertaken muti usetal cofounis, Ee ix trained Well in jdanoiadrat 
tive work aad is much interested in the impravement of the Stite Ta 
commemorate the rade al Gavan Chia, be laws estiblighed ic dispernary id 
Chupalal tn ating works he bas de able cosoperttian of the present 
Wazir, Thakur Sher Singdt, whose services have tien lent to Jubbad hy the 
Goverament of tadia.  Tevery agsishuiee is given to cotlividars ¢ dows ace 
advanced for purchasing bullocks and seed giticas. Mach is done to itn 
prove industries, ‘Phe Chict subseribect Rs, 28,000 (awards Che Wor dun, 

The working of forests was taken by te Forest Deywurtment, 
instencl of selling standings Cees, which inereased fie revenue of the 
State hy hal a lakh, and thus offered gocd labour to the peaple, Marent 
offices were opened al Chopal. Roads were nuproved and thice subs« 
fantial iron bridges were construdied, A new paliee was built at Jubbal 
{wo miles off the capi, Deou. The Rana Sahib has five brethers and 
five sisters, Of the former, who are reading us the Chiefs College, ane 
has passed th Diploma examination, One of (he latter bis married the 
heireapparent of the Queliba State. anothe, the Rajah of Beouthia, and 
the third, the Rajah of Arki, 

The present Rana is sul young and haa many years of useful life 
before him, Under his efficient administration, there is every prospect 
of the Stale attaining a still higher level of prosperity. He hag a son 
dud heir, barn on the §th April 191. 


RAJAN BIJAI SINGH JI 
RAJAH OF SHEOPUR-BARODA 


The ancestors of the Chiefs of Sheopur-Baroda were Gaur Rajputs, who 
had ruled over Bithur in Bhramavarle, and Bengal, for many generations, 
The most prominent and successful of Lhem was Maharajah Tilok Chand, 
who married the sister of Rajah Bhartari Ji of Ujjain, His son, Gopi 
Chand, following the example set by his maternal uncle, Rajah Bhartari Ji, 
renounced the world, and became an ascetic, and one of his brothers 
succeeded to the gadi, A descendant of his, Rajah Bachhraj Ji, went on a 
pilgrimage to Pushkar, On his way, he halted at Ajmir, which was 
under the sway of Rajah Prithvi Raj, and the neighbourhood of which 
was constantly raided by a notorious freebooter, Diyal Singh of Nagaur, 
All attempts made by the Rajah at preventing his depredations had proved 
vain. But just when Rajah Bachhraj Ji, with hig retinue, had broken his 
journey at Ajmir, Diyal Singh besieged the city, and ho was easily cap- 
tured by the Gaur Chief, This act won the admiration of Rajah Prithvi 
Raj Ji, who gave away his daughter in marriage to Bachhraj Ji, In course 
of time, Prithvi Raj Ji became the ruler of Delhi and Bachhraj Ji ruler of 
Ajmic. Rajah Gopal Das Ji, ninth in the line of Rajah Bachhraj Jl, came 
under the influence of the Emperor Humayun, who gave him the command 
of the imperial forces in the bate of Thatta Bhakkar, in which he was 
victorious, The Emperor recognised his services by bestowing upon him 
high distinctions and the paraphernalia of royalty, such as mishan mahi 
marattb, daukanishan, nishan feel, (he fort of Ramthambhore, and a mansab 
of haft hasari. 1. was the Emperor Shahjahan thal granted asanad to Rajah 
Manohar Das Ji to rule over Swi Sheopur-Baroda, consisting of 1,200 villages, 
At Sheopur an imperial fort is still in existence, In 1809 Rajah Radika 
Das Ji acknowledged the suzeranty of the Maharajah of Gwalior,when the 
capital of the State was shifted from Sheopur to Baroda, Rajah Balwant 
Singh Ji succeeded his father and ruled’for many years, His gon, the 
prosont popular and sympathetic Chief, Rajah Bijai Singh Ji, was installed 
on the gadi on the 27th September 1865 and has two Raj Kumars, 
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THAKUR JADUNATH SINGH 
THAKUR OF KAWARDITA 


Kawardha is a feudatory Stale in the Central Provinces, 1 covers an 
area of 7198 square miles and hast population of about 60,000, wilh a dens 
sity of seventy-two persons toa squacmile, ‘The castein portion of the 
country is a plain, while the western Tall at itis hilly and woaded, 
Only a third of the area is under cullivalion, Among the crops are dodon, 
wheat, rice, and cotton. ‘The revenue is nearly tvo lakhs, of whieh the 
sum of Rs, 32,000 is paid as tribufe to the British Government, For 
purposes of instruction there are about twenty schools, Medical aid is 
afforded in one dispenaiy, Kawardha, the capital of the State, ia situated 
ata distance of filty-four miles from the ‘TMda slition on Cie Bengal 
Nagpur Railway. ‘The mime ts aiid to be a corcaption of Kabirdham ov the 
seal of Kabir, The mahants of the Kabirpanthi clio hie thea bead-quarlers 
al that place, A highly decorted teniple, dedicuted to Whom Deo, builtin 
the eleventh century, wilh numerous imscriptions, is located in the village 
of Chhapri, eleven miles to the west of Kawardha, The Zamindari estates of 
Boria, Bhonda, and Rengakhar are subordinite to the principality. The 
Chiefs of Kawardha are Rajput Gonds and are the closy relitious of the Zame 
indars of Pandaria in the Bilaspur District, has heeome a custom with the 
family of Kawardha that in the event of the Chief having ua male issue, a 
younger gon af the Q@aumindar of Pandaria succeeds to the States Tt was 
Raghuji Bhonsle that firal granted the principality in recognition of military 
services, Thakur Rajpil Singh was the ruler of Kiawardha til 1891, when 
the present Chief, Thakur fadunath Singh, succucded at (he age of aixe 
During his minority, the State was under the management of the 
Court af Wards, He received his eduention at the Rajkumar College, 
Raipur, Hews the younger brother of the present Zamindar of Pandarias 
He is a capable Chief sad has many years of oseful lite before him, 
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RAJAH RUDRA PRATAP DEO 
RAJAW OF BASTAR 

Bastar, a feudalory State in the Central Provinces, covers an area of 
13,062 square miles, and has a population of mare than 300,000 spread over 
2,526 villages, giving a densily of (wenty-(hree persons per square mile, 
Almost all the people are Gonds, who are still in a primitive and uncivilized 
state, with a sprinkling of Halbas, Halbi, an adinixture of Hindi, Oriya, 
and Mahralti, is the prevailing language, ‘Two-lhirds of the country from 
north (o south is a plateau, with an elevation of 2,000 feet above the seas 
level. ‘The Indravati, the Godavari, the Sabari, and the Tel water the 
tracts, There are valuable forests, yielding a large quantity of leak, timber, 
myrobalam, lac, wax, honey, hides, and horns, The rainfall is more 
than fifty inches, and {he climate on the plateau is excellent, ‘The 
State bas varied mineral resources, as iron, mica, and gold, For 
administrative purposes it is divided into five tabsils,cach in charge 
of a Tahsildar, There are seven Zamindaries subordinate to Bastar. ‘The 
annual revenue exceeds (hree lakhs," Instruction is imparted in about sixty 
schools, Medical relief is afforded in six dispensaries, Jagdalpur is the 
capilal of the State, The Rajah of Bastar comes of an ancient family of 
Rajputs of the lunar race, During the Mahomedan incursions, Annam 
Deo, the founder of the family, left Warangal, settled down at Bastar, and 
eventually became tis Chief, He came uncer, the influence of the Mah- 
ratta rulers in the cighteenth century, For a number of years there 
had been a dispute between Bastar and the Jeypore state, in the 
Madras Presidency, in connection with the Kotapad tract, and it was 
‘amicably settled at the intervention of the British, Rajah Bhairam 
Deo, born in 1889, succeeded to the Stale in 1863, On his death in B91 
he was succeeded by his son, Rajah Rudra Pratap Deo, when he was 
gix years of age. During his minority, (ie State was under British 
ananagement, He received bis education at (he Rajkuma Colleze, Raipur, 
Ho is ably aasiated in tie management of the principally by his Dewan, 
Mr, May, an oflicer of tried ability, 


RAJAH BIJAI SAIN BAHADUR 
RAJAH OF KEONTHAL 

Keonthal, one of the Simla Hill States, which contains five fiefs, namely, 
Theog, Koti, Ghund, Madhan, and Rates, covers an area af 
J16 square miles, and basa population of about 28,000. ‘The revenue is 
nearly 75,000 rupees, ‘The prineipal crops are opin and grain, 
‘There is plenty of cattle in the country, and pashtirage is ample, Among 
{he exports are potatoes, opium, ginger, Cuirmerie, and raw woo) Cloth, 
brags, iron, and salt are the imports, There is a small pulice force of about 
fifly officers and men, Instruction is imparted in nearly six vernacular pri 
mary schools, ‘The court, known as Adela’ Ala, which is presided over by 
the Chief, is supreme in the Skule. ‘The Chiefs ot Keontlal come of a very 
ancient Rajput family, ‘They claim descent front Girt Sain. They were 
originally kuown as Ranas, but aller the ulveut of the British in 1487, the 
rereditary diatinetion of Rajah way couterred on Rana Sansa Sain for 
pis loyal services at the time of the Mutiny, When the Gurkha 
war came toa close, a portion of the tracts of Keonthal, taken away by 
the Gurkhas, was sold to ie Maharajth of Patiala. The Rajah bas sings 
then been exempted fron payment of any tribute to the British 
Government for the remaining portion of the territory ander him, | 
By virtue of asanad granted to him in 1815, he exergises his sway over the 
five pelly feudatory chiefs alrenedy alluded to, and receives tribute from 
them. They possess full adininisirive powers, but  sontences 
of death require the confirmation of the Superintendent, Simla Hill States, 
In 1862 Rajah Sansar Sain was succeeded by Rajah Mohindar Sain. The 
latter had (o discharge the heavy debt contracted by his father, He 
passed away in 1882, when his sun, Rajah Bilbir San, born in 1832, 
succeeded to lhe Keonthal Stale in 1842, On hix death in 7901, hia aon, 
Rajah Bijal Sain, was installed on (he gerd, Ve holds Punnar, au lsolated 
(rdot, algo in perpetuity, ‘The Heritish Government made it aver (o the then 
Chief in 1828 as they were not disposed to extend {heir territories in the 
hills on account of the turbulent nature of its inhabitants, Further, the 
authorilies were inclined to benelit Keunthal, 


NAWAB MUHAMMAD KHURSHID ALI KHAN BAHADUR 
NAWAB OF DUJANA | 


The Native Stale of Dujana in the Punjab, under the political control 
of the Conimissioner of the Delhi Division, has an area of 100 square 
miles and a population of 25,000 spread over one town and thirly villages. 
Iisa plain country studded with sand-hills, and has neither streams nor 
canals. Wells constitute the chief source of irrigation, WDujana and 
Nahar are the only two tahsils, cach forming a police circle, The most 
important official under the Nawab is the Dewan, and next in rank to 
him is the Tabsildar, who is responsible for the administration of Nahar. 
The Durbar maintaing an Anglo-vernacular middle school at Dujana, and 
two dispensaries, one at Dujana, and the other at Nahar. ‘The revenue is 
about a lakh of rupees, Dujama town, the capital of the State, situated at 
aclistance of thirty-seven miles west of Delhi, has 6,000 people. 1 was 
founded by a saint named Durjan Shah, It was later on occupied by a 
branch of Yusufzai Pathans of Jhajjar, from whom descended Abdul 
Samad Chan, the first Nawab of Dujana. He was originally in the service 
of the Peshwa, He then joined the British, and, in reward for his services 
to Lord Lake, he oblained grants of large estates in perpetuity, He subses 
quently won the distivetions of Falal-ud Daula Mustagit Sung and Nawab 
In his days, the ryots refused to acknowledge his authority, stopped pay» 
ing the revenue, and annoyed him in several other ways. Eventually he 
strendered the major portion of his grant, and retained what now consti+ 
tutes the princtpalily, He was succeeded in 1826 by his younger son, 
Muhammad Dunde Khan, who ruled till 1850. He was a very capable 
ruler. Nawab Hasan Ali Khan, the Chief, behaved most loyally 
during the Mutiny, Nawab Muhammad Saadal Ali Khan was the ruler 
till 1879, when he was succeeded by his son, Nawal) Muhammad Mumtaz 
Ali Khan Bahadur, who was born in 1864, The present Chief is his 
cousin, Nawab Muhammad Khurshid Ali khan Babadur, Jalalud-Daula 
Mustagil Jung. 


RAJAH SHAMSIIMLR SINGH SAUIEB BATADUR 
RAJAH OF BASHAUR 


Bashahe, one of the Simta Til! States in the Panjabaeenped an area of 
3,820 square miles and has a population of about 20,000. 1s northeetstan 
sub-division, which is made up of a large poction of the valley of the Upper 
Sullej, is called Kanawar, and it covers more (hin hall the area of the pri 
cipality, The Kanawaris are of a mixed race, ‘Pibelan and Hindu, When the 
Gurkhas tried (o bring those tracts under their contral, the Kanawaris overs 
powered them and made them accept a tribute of Re 11250, Chin, the leads 
quarters of Kanawar, isat a distance ofabout a mile from the right bank of 
the Sutlej, and at an elevation of 1,500 feet above the river nnd 9,08 feet 
above the sea-level, It is suwrounded with vineyacds, whose grapes dine 
stitute the principal artigle of food for the inhabitants, HO was enue the hill 
residence of Lord Dathousiea. Rampur town, the capital of the Shite, fanges 
alofly mountain, and ta noted lor its fine shawl, called cheers ‘Phe 
Rajah's palace, built in the Chinese style, is situated at (he north-east carne 
of the Lown, Kanethiand Delath are petly principaltios feudatory to 
Bashabr, The former has an area of nineteen square miles, anel the: hitter, 
forty-two, They pay Rs, 200 and Rs, 150 respectively as Gilde, They exercise 
full powers, but sentences of death require Uie continmation af te Saperini 
tendent, Simla Pll States, ‘The Raja of Vashahe ig kigpul and chain 
descent from Shri Krishua, ‘The Slate was under Che influence of the 
Gurkhas from 1808 to 1815. When their pawer declined, the British 
confirmed the Rajah in his possessions, and yointed dam axanad, The 
tribute, which was at first put down at Rs, 22,500, was subsequently 
reduced to Rs, 5,010. ‘Phe present Chieh, Raji: Shamsher Singh, bern jn 
1839, succecded to the Stale se miner an BD, Adter the death af hes andy 
son in 1898, his heyth Guled coastlentbly, and he wes oblige te) eatrast 
the management tai atficer appointed hy the Goverment of fied. Oe 
is bound to supply the Jritish with Goops in tines of necessity, el alse 
fo provide labour for the laying uf roads in the prineipality, The revenue 
is nearly a lakh of rupees. 


SARDAR BHAVSINH]J! RANMALSINAYI 
THAKORE SAHEB OF SANAND AND Kora 


The Chiefs of Sanand and Koth and those of Gangad trace their descen| 
from one and the same family. The Gest Chief of Sanand and Koth, 
Arjansinhji, was followed, after nine generations, by  Ranmal 
sinhji Bhagvatsinhji, the father of the present Thakore Saheb, 
Ranmalsinhji Bhagvalsinhji was born on the 15th January 1870. The 
Brilish Government enrolled him as a first-class Sardar of Gujarat on the 
2nd November 1902, During his time he peopled with cultivators the 
towns of Ranmalgarh, Wharampur, Laxmipura, Keshargarh, Roopgarhy 
‘Tuppergarh, and Shihoripur, and thereby inereased the population of the 
State and encouraged agriculture. He spent to the extent of Rs, 0,000 in 
repairing (anks, bunds, ote. of the pringipasity, During the years 1901, 1902, 
and 1908, he remitted, in all, two lakhs of rupecs to the agriculturisis of 
Sanand, aud relieved them from the effeets of the tertible famine 
of 1900, He contributed large sumslo the Talukdari Fund for the presen 
tation of the rights of the “Vaghela Bhayal,” to the Lady Dufferin Fund, 
and Co the Sir Lely Samark Fund. He established a permanent free board- 
ing house at Koth for the poor and helpless travellers passing through 
Kathiawar, In commemoration of the Coreuation of His Most Gracious 
Majesty, King George V, he gave a fele to the boys and girls attending 
the ‘schools ai Sanand, He contributed Rs, 7,500 towards the foundation 
of the Gujarat College at Ahmedabad, Rs 4,006 to the ‘Talukdaci Jubilee 
Inalitute al Almedabad, Rs, 3,000 for the construction of the £lis Bridge 
on the river Sabarmati at Ahmedabad, and Rs. 2,000 for the erection of the 
Dhandhuka Hostel for the Talukdari Kunvars He established two scholar 
ships for them, Several other important institutions in the district also 
received substantial help from him, The enlighteoed and much respected 
Thakore Saheb, Ranmalsinhji Bhagvatsinghji, passed away on the 13th 
November 10/2, leaving the succession to his only son and heir, Thakore 
Saheb Bhavsinhji Ranmalsiahji , 


é 
NAWARB MUZAFIFAR ALI KHAN HAUADUR 
NAWAB OF PATAUDI 


The tiny State of Pateuch, under the politied control of the Conia. 
sioner of Lhe Delhi Division, in the Punjab, as situated: iy the aadstaf the 
British District of Gurgton. fOaceupres an are cof titydwo square niles, 
and its population ts 20,000 spread aver one town and forty: villtges. 1 
is a plain country devord of irtigntion ficiities, and occasional Hoods 
supply water to some of the villages, Pataudi town, the capital of the State, 
contains 4,000 peuple, It is ala distance of two mules and a hall from the 
Jatauli station on the Rayputana:Malwa Railway, [was founded in the time 
of Jalaleud-din Khiljs, by Pata, a Mewat, from whom it derives ite name, 
The palave of the Nawab and the usual pubhe offices are located in it, 
The Nazim, who carries on (he admitustration of (he principality, ip invents 
ed with judicial powers, ‘The Pabsildir is cespoustble tor vevenne niatters, 
and he works under the inmediats orders of (he Nazim, ‘Phe tend revenue 
is about a lakh of mpees. The British Government have taken over the exe 
cise administration on luase for a yearly payment of Rs, G40, A anal ca« 
valry serving as bodyuard to the Chief, with about hlty infantry, is all 
(the force maintained by the State, A primary xehoal, half a doxen 
village schools, and a dispensary, ave the only publ institutions, ‘Phe 
progenitor of the Chiefy of Patandi comes of a saintly Afghan family, and 
originally resided at Saminain Patiala, One of his descendunts, Talal aig 
Khan, joined the Malratta serviee and received Rebtakin fie When the 
English defeated’ Molkar in 1803, Talib Farm Khan joined the former, and 
in return for services rendered, obtained from them the Stale of Pataudi 
with the title of Nawab, He was most useful to them im the siege of 
Bharatpur in 1826, His son, Akbar Al, was extremely loyal ta them 
during the Mutiny. Nawab Muhanimuiad Muniz ULusain Ali Khan Bahadur, 
born in 187d, succeeded to the State as a nunor in 1873, ‘Lhe present Chief 
is Nawab Muzaffar Ali Khan Bahadur, 


SARDAR AGARSINHJ! RAISINHJI 
THAKORE SAHEB OF GAMPH 


The Chiefs of Gamph in the Ahmedabad District, Bombay Presidency, 
trace their descent from King Devendra, who had four sons, Aspat, 
Gajpat, Narpat, and Bhupat, and who was the cightieth in descent from 
Samb, the son of Shri Krishna, hy his wife, Jambuvanti, Aspat embraced 
Mahomedanism, and Bhupat became the progenitor of the house of 
Jaisalmir. Narpat had a son, Samat, afler whom the members of his 
family were called Sama-Rajputs, and from whom the present Jadejas 
have sprung. The descendants of Chud Chandra, son of Gajpat, are 
known as Chudasamas. Chud Chandra obtained the kingdom of the 
Chavdas, who were then rulers of Vanthali near Junagath, Before his 
death in A. 1), 107, he exlended bis power to the whole of Saurashiva, His 
great-grandson, Vishva, who ruled UH O40, assumed the tide of Rat, One 
of his successors, Grah Ripoo, also known as Rah Gahario, was very brave 
and fell in 082 in a battle with Mulraj Solanki of Patan, He was succeeded 
by Kumar Kawal, who defeated the Chief of Abu more than once, Rah 
Kawat died in 1003, THis sun, Mahipal, who was attacked by Durlabhsen, 
the Solanki Chief of Patan, and wlio took refuge in Junagarh, was 
Killed treacherously in 1010, His wife fled with her minor son, 
Navghan, into the territory of Und, and sought protection in the 
house of one Ahir Dwait, The Thandayr in Junagarh, appointed by 
Durlabhsen, tortured Ahir Dwail to produce Naughan before him. He 
brought his own son, Vasan,a macried man, and said that the laller was Nau- 
ghan, Asordered by the Thandar, Ahir Dwait, a true and faithful subject, 
murdered Vasan, and thus saved the life of Naughan., Aided by his tribesmen, 
Ahir attacked the Thandar and hig party, killed all of them, and installed 
Naughan on the throne of Junagarh about 1025. On the death of Nanghan 
in 104d, he was suceceded by his son, Khengar f. The next ruler, 
Naughan Il, a very brave and handsome prince, defeated many chiefs and 
largely added to his kingdom, Ne died in 1088 leaving four sons, Bhinji, 

bi) . 
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Chhatrashal, Devgan, and Khengga U1, with a legacy of four vews (1) to 
attack Patan, (2) to wash Liv aword in the river Mahi, @) to killa hil, 
and (4) to tear off the mouth of one Chatan Mesin Kliushite, ane ex 
pressing a wish that of the four aons only he should succcest to the fumgarh 
throne who would fulfil all the said vows, ‘The first three could uot do 
go, and their claims to the kingdom were rejected, The youngest, Khengar, 
fulfilled them and got the Junagath gadi, 

The well-known Sidhraj Jaisinh of Patin became an implacable foe 
of Khengar, During the former's absenee, the latter attacked Patan and 
married the famous Ranakdevi, who had been engaged lo Sidhtaj. A great 
struggle ensued belween these two powerful chiefs, and finally when 
reduced to despair, Sidhraj was able, through the treachery of Rhengiu'g 
nephews, to enter Uperkot, the well-known fortress of Junaygirh, and kill Rah 
Khengar, Not content with this, Sidhiraj brutally killed both the sous of 
Rah Khengar by Ranakdevi, and the gad? of Junagarh was, therefore, accu 
pled by one of his cousins, Naughan JIL, After hin came in success 
sion Kawat,  Jaisinh, Raisinh, Mihipal, and jaimal, In Mahi- 
pal’s time, Sejakji, (he progenitor of the present Gohil chiefs of 
Kathiawar, came from Marwar, and liad the vordial support of Rao 
Jaimal, He gave him the giray of Shahpur, and theneefouth the Galuly 
began to occupy a prominent position, After three or four penerations, 
Khengar IV succeeded lo the throne, and he, alter ove comm eighty-four 
Chiefs and capturing their seaports, had the well-known Somnath temple 
repaired, Malim Dey, the fifth descendant of this Khenpsu, fongbt se parent 
battle with Ahmed Shah, who wis thovaughly defeated, 

He was succeeded by Kumar Jaisinh (1, who deleted the Mahoe 
medang in the terrible battle new Zanzmer, and Kumi Jaisinh TL was 
succeeded by Mahipil V1, who made over the gade to Mandhk U1, ‘Phig 
ruler lost the Junagarh chieftamship ino a balile with Mahomed Beyda, 
and subsequently came under the influence of the Mahomedur rulerg 
and embraced their faith, In 1686 the Moghul Emperor, while capturing 
Junagarh from) Khengar VII, conferred on him Chorvad and Kighod 
districts, and certain villages in perpetuity, The descendants of 
Khengar VII have assumed the surname of Rai Jada (the sons of Rah), 

In 1572 Raisalji U1, the fourteenth of the Chiefs after Bhinji, the eldest 
brother of Rah Khengar 11, conquered (he whole of the Dhanduka Dig 
trict, which was formerly partand parcel of the Junagach State, He removed 
his head-quarters from) Dhanduka to Goragu, and thence to Gamph, Ha 
had eleven sons, and the eldest, Dewoji, succeeded hin, 

The estates of Bhaciad, Dholera, Kadipur, Ambali, Kharad, Sandhida, 
Pimpali, Akcu, Bavliah, Kamala, Utaria, Vadheda, Juska, Aniall, Tagdi; 
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Cheir, Morisa, Varad, Zinzer, Rajka, Parabdi, Kotadia, Bhalgamada, Panchi, 
Hebatpur, Ankevalia, and Piperia were given by the ruling Chiefs of Gamph 
to the cadets of the house, 

Raisinhji V1, the father of the present ‘Thakore Saheb, succeeded to 
the in 1860, [Me wag known throughout the Bombay Presidency for 
de heart and charitable deeds Jam Saheb Vibhajt of: Jam: 
Maharajah Takhalsinhji of Bhavnagar, and Thakore Saheb Raisinhji 
Gamph were considered by their contemporaries to have been equally 
liberal and large-hearted, Thakore Saheb Raisinhji has left a lasting name 
by his many good and philanthropic acts, He was invested with magis- 
terial powers, which he enjoyed tl! his death on the 4th April £890, when 
ho was succeeded hy his son, the present Thakore Saheb, Agarsinhji, 

He was born on the 25th Seplember 1872, Although he assumed 
charge of the State alan early age, he has discharged his dutics very credit- 
ably and has taken a keen interest in the welfare of his subjects, as well as 
In all matiera of public importance, He is alife-¢member of the Gujarat 
Vernacular Society, a member of the Gujarat College Commitiee, of the 
Jubilee Institute, and of the Lely Nursing Memorial. Tc is also the Vices 
Chairman of the Dhandhuka Hostel, which was recently started for accom- 
modating the sons of ‘Talukdars and Girasias, who receive their education 
at that place. 

Although geographically separated from his brother-Chiefa of 
Kathiawar, he holds a respectable position among all the Chiefs and 
Talukdars of Gujarat, ag the head of the whole of the Chudasama family, 
which hac once owned the most powerful sovereignty in the whole of 
Saurashtra, ‘The Chiefy of Gamph still maintain the traditions of their 
ancestors, ‘The Thakore Saheb was clevated to the first-class Sardarship of 
Gujarat in 1909, 

On the invitation of the Government of Bombay, the Thakore 
Saheb of Gamph, along with the other chiefs who are first-class Sardars, 
was present al the reception of ‘Their Imperial Majesties in December 1911, 
when they landed in Bombay. Mr, Nurseydas Nathubhai, the talented 
Chief Karbhari of the States of Gamph and Gangad, also accompanied the 
Thakore Saheb and took part in the functions. ‘The Chief has a son, 
Kumar Mauharsinhj}, seven years of age. 

The State of Gamph hasbeen split up toa great extent by the nume- 
rous grants of villages to the cadets o1 the Chief, However, at preset it 
consists of twelve Villages, with 8 total area of 42,665 acres, Its annual 
{come ig about sixty thousattd cupees, 








SARDAR JUVANSINH]] JASVATSINIT]1 
THAKORE SAHEB OF GANGAD 


The State of Gangad in the Ahmedabad District of the Bombay Presi 
dency helongs to the Wagheln Kehatriyas, who forma branch of the 
Solantd house, ‘The famous King Bhuvad, who founded ia kingdom in 
Kalyan.nagar near Kanouj, conquered Gujarat trom Jeshikher of the 
family of the Chavdas, After the death of Bhuvad, Karan, Chandraditya, 
Sowwnditya, and Bhoovanaditya successively occupied the throne of 
Kalyan, The Jast of these, Bhoovanadity, bad three sons, Raj, Bij, and 
Dedak, Rajand Bij went on a pilgrimage to Gujarat, whieh was under 
the sway of Samatsinh, the last king) of the houae of the Chavdas. Bij 
married a sister of Samalsinh, and their son, Mutraj, obtained the kingdam 
of Gujarat from his maternal uncle,  Malaj, (he first ing of the 
house of Solanki, whe ruled aver Gujuiat, conquered inany kingdoms, 
built the famous Rudramal at Sidhpur, invited thausands of Brahmins 
from the north, gave them villages for (he niainfeniuee, snd tide them 
five in Gujarat, These Brahmins are known by the appellation — of 
“ Aouditeh,” 

King Raj, of the Soltnaki family, unarrivd as hiv secand wife the 
sister of Lakha Jadeja of Catch, ‘The result of this union waa a sony 
named Rakayal, also called Ganganah, A battle afterwardd took place 
between Maleaj and Lakha, in whiel Rakayat was killed. Rakayat had 
an infant son, and bis Rani, leaving ber baby in’ the temple 
of Vagheshvari Mata, becaine a sede. ‘The Maly assumed the form 
of a lioness and protected the hile Kunwar. Muliatj happened to see this 
prince, and, on making enquiries, found bins to be his nephew, Theres 
upon the infant was named Vyaghradev, after the goddess who had 
protected him. 

When. he attained his majorily, he went te Benares with his unole's 
permissions On his way, he married the daughter of the Thakore of 
Rewa, which waa then known aa ile territory of the Bhats, Ag the 
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Thakore had no gon, he gave away his kingdom to Vyaghradev, who 
extended its limits, and made it prosperous. He called the country 
“Vaghelkhand” after himself, which is still known by thal name, His 
descendants are Vaghelas, He had five sons, Karandev, Kandhardev, 
Suraldev, Sohagdev, and Shyamdev, Karandev succeeded his father, and 
Kandhardey became the ruler of Kasota, Their descendants are still 
in charge of the respective estates, OF ihe remaining three, two settled in 
northern India, and Shyamdev went to Gujarat, conquered Dholka from 
the descendants of Mulraj, and remained there permanently, 

Alter Mulraj, Chamud Durlabhsen and Bhimdev in their turn ascend- 
ed the throne of Gujaral, Bhimdev subdued the kings of Sindh and Chedi 
and also Rajah Bhoj of Malwa. During his reign, Mahomed Gaznavi at- 
tacked the temple of Sorathi Somnath, and levelled it lo the ground, 
Karan, the next ruler, overcame the Bhils, made the country prosperous, 
and built several temples, His successor, Siddhraj Jaisinh, a very 
great warrior, conquered many kingdoms, built numerous wells, 
tanks, and temples, and got the famous Rudramal at Sidhpur 
repaired, Next came Kumarpal, who was equally brave, He professed 
Jainism. After him, Ajepal, Bal Mulraj, and Bholo Bhimdev suceceded to 
the throne, ‘The last ruler vanquished Someshvar, King of Ajmit, and Jetshi 
Parmar, King of Abu. He was defeated tua battle by Prilbiraj, son of 
Someshwar, He had also to fight with Kutbuddin, Emperor of Delhi. During 
his time, the house of the Vaghelas became Very powerful, Viradhmal was 
his Commander-in-Chief, He was succeeded by the weak Tribhovanpal, 
who ruled for a shoit time. During his reign, Viradhmal over-ran the whole 
of Gujarat, and sealed his son, the brave Vishaldey, on the throne of Patan, 
The latter built the fortress al Dabhor and sank many danks, He was 
followed in succession by Arjundev, Sarangdev, and Karan, The kingdom of 
Karan was taken possession of by Allauddin, the notorious Abani (mur 
derer), who annexed 'it to his (erritories, Karan had two sons, Varsang and 
Sarang, Varsang established his throne at Sirdhar ia Kathiawar, and Sarang 
hold sway over Bhildigarh in the Palanpur Agency, Their descendants are 
respectively known as “ Sardhara Vaghelas ” and ' Bhildia Vaghelas,” 
One of the successors of Varsang, named Lunkaranji, went to Cutch and 
éslablished his gadi there, Another ruled over Morvada, and a descendant 
of his, Khanji, founded a kingdom in Tharad in the Palanpur Agency. 


Damalkaran, of the line of Varsang, in accordance wilh his father’s 
wishes, relinquished his right in favour of his younger brother, and became 
the ruler of the Parganas of Kalol and Sanand, His descendants, Varho 
and Jeto (Virsink and Jethsinh), were deprived of their lerritories by Ahmed 
Shah, King of Gujarat, They carrried on brigandage against Ahmed 


470 » THE RULING CHIEFS, NOBLES AND ZAMINDARS OF INDIA 


Shah for twelve yeats, and tried to take away the carriages of the King's 
Begum from the famous Roja at Sarkhej, new Ahmedabad, But owing to 
the entreaties of the Regus, there was a convilittion, and the king restored 
their territories to them. Virsinh got Kalol and 250 villages, and Juthsinh 
obtained Sanand and au equal number of villages. 

One of Jethsinhji's successors, Thakore Sarangdevji, who fought with 
the Suba of Ahmedabad, was defeated. ‘Though he lost los territorles, be 
carried on an incessant warfare wilh the Suba, ull the kuter was conslritin= 
ed lo makea compromise with him, whereby the Suba rebuilt the palace af 
Sarangdevjiat Sanand, which had been destroyed during the war, 

Bhimsinhji, the son of Sacangdevji, had two yous, aransinhji 
and Meloji. Affer the death of their father, a quarrel broke ont 
between the brothers, and ended in a battle, in which both were kiled, 
Arjansinhji, son of Karansinhji, established his gadi at Sanand, and 
Prithiraj, son of Meloji, at Gangad, The thirteenth of the successora of 
Prithiraj was Kaliansinhji, We had two sons, Jasvatainbji and Naabha, As 
Jasvatsinhji died during the life-time of his lather, Juvansinhji, his aon, 
the present Thakore Saheb, snececded to the gadi, 

Sardar Shri Javansinhji Jasvatsinhji was born on the Unt January 1884, 
As he was posthumous son, he became the Thakare Sabeb of Gangad, ag 
heir to his grandfather, Sardar Shri Kaliausinhji, Me possesses a thorough 
knowledge of Gujarati, and i4 a devoted aludent of Mnglivh and Urdu. He 
takes « keen interest in education, He has two sons, of wham (he helreap« 
parent, Kumar Shree Saheb Sinhji, is ten years old, and the younger, Khu» 
man Sinhji, isof eight years, They are prosecuting their studies in (ha school 
al Gangad, and will shortly be sent to the Raj Kumar College, They are 
equally promising, The Thakore Saheb was cnrolled as a first class Sardar 
of Gujarat on the 2nd November 1909, He manages hiy State with the 
assistance of Mr. Nurseyday Nathu Bhai, Chie! Karbhari of Gamph, He 
was also one of the Sardars present, on the invitation of the Government, 
to receive ‘Their Imperial Majesties, when they landed in Bombay in 
December 1911, He is a Chief known for his talents and for his admirable 
character. 

The State of Gangad consists of fourteen villages wnd has six vantas 
in the Khalsa villages of the British Government. It covers an area af 
55,700 acres, and hay a population of 6098. Ita annual income is about 
55,000 tupecs, 


SARDAR NARSINHJI ISHWARSINHII 
THAKORE SAHEB OF AMOD 


The Chiefs of Amod in the Broach District of the Bombay Prest- 
dency are the descendants of Raha Chand, also called Chudasama, of the 
Yadav family, who was the ruler of Vantholy, a village near Junagarh: 
One of his successors, Ral Gangave, captured Junagarh and made large 
additions to hisdominions, After some generations came Raha Ghariaji, 
who defeated the King of Mevad, and madé his son, Ratansangji, the ruler 
of that country, He then established his power over Devegad, Chanda, 
Hatta, Sagar, etc, Altera long course of events, there was born in the 
family the famous Dula Rana, During bis time, Alauddin Khilji, then 
Moghul Emperor, invaded Mevad and wrested il from him, He subsequently 
proceeded to Mugipore Patan in the Deccan, and married a daughter 
of the king of that place. While on a pilgrimage to Broach on the 
Narhada, he wenl to the rescue of a Brahmin, residing in the village of 
Boova, whose beautiful daughter, the Bhil King had wanted to marry 
by force, and, after killing the fing, established a principality at 
Boova, which consisted of 242 villages, His grandson, Hari- 
gangji, added largely to his dominions, which extended as far 
as Ujjain in the east, and Navsari and Gandevi in the south, He 
subdued the Rajah of Rajpipla and made him pay an annual (ribute of 
two horses, two gold armilets, five swords with shields, and five janjals 
(peculiar guns), oa the Dasara day. File raised his arms against Mukhdaji 
Gohal, the ruler of Pirumgarh, and released him on his consenting to give 
him every year one horse, one armlet worth forty-five gold mohurs, seven 
buffaloes, and eighty saddles of broad cloth, Harisangji had seventy-two 
elephants in his palace, One of his successors, Singhji, established his rule 
at Amod in A, D, 1436, and his younger brother, Sardevji, at Dehej, The 
seventh in descent from him, Nagrana, who became an intimate friend 
of Mahomod Begda, the King of Gujarat, embraced Islamism in 1486. 
He and hig deacendants are known as Molesalam Garasias, with (he title 
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of Khan, conferred on him by the Mahomedan king in perpetuity, The 
rer of Amod in (753 was THinasiohji, a highly eulduvert prines, (Te 
patronised many scholars in Sanskritsind other hingiages.  Anongt thage 
encouraged by him was Kavi Jasaramfi, whose Geatise on polities 
in the Brija language is said to be very useful to Ruling Chiefs and others, 
Te crealed x suburb, Timatpura, after his name, and had abo eleven 
Sardars under him. Abhesinhji, who rulect over Amad in TRYT, was a de. 
vout Mahomedan. Monntstmit Flphinglane, Governar of Hontbay, in 
the course of his Cour, halted at Sarbhon, a village in the taluka of Amod, 
when the Chief solicited an interview wilh him, ‘The biter consented to res 
ceive him atd pan, whieh was (he usual hour for Abhesinh i to sit in pray. 
er, He hadlo forego the pleasure as thie time did not suit hin, On another 
occasion also he met with a similar distppointment, — Uighly impressed 
with the piety of the ruler, the Governor granted: him audienee between 
12and 2 pam, After Abhesinhji, there game four Chiefs, all af whom died 
young, a few vears after (heir assumption of fall powers. ‘The lat of them 
was Maharana Jaswantsinhji Chattarsinhji, who ruled from 1848 to (BAL, 
Of his two song, Falehsinhji succeeded to the weed. During the redo of 
his predecessors, the State became heavily invalyved owing toe protracted 
litigation, and repeated warfe, Twas in the ebarge ot ic Manager for 
seventeen years, from 1871 to TRRA, and the debts were paid atl One the 
80th December (896, the heireapparent, Ishvarsiohji, cied, leaving bedi 
him two sons, Narsinhji and Dlsinhji, Maharana Slot Mitehsanlii, whe 
was about seventy-seven years of age in 01, with the object of removing 
all future diffeullios, nade over the thakorate to his graudson, the present 
Chief, Narsinhji, and installed him on the gad ‘The old Thakere 
Saheb, who enjoyed excellent health, and who remained in retiement for 
well-nigh cight years, passed away in THO0, 

The present ‘Thakore Sabeb, Sardar Nursinh}i  Ishvarsinhji, 
was born on the 4th April (877 Ue was edneated in Urdu and 
English in the Amod Loew Board Primary Sebool In Lai he 
married the daughter of the ‘Phakere of Nehpad ins the Kiara Dis+ 
trict, For higher education in Enylish he joined the Hroach High 
School, where, within a year, he made rapid progress in hia studies, 
As his eyesight beeame weak, and ay the dottors pronounced 
. thatthe young Thidsoare should not strain his eyes by had study, he gave up 
attending school, He improved bis edneaion under as private titer for 
about three years, Trem 1896 to TOL he received training iy idintiise 
(rative mallers under the ynidiuce of bis grandfather, Owing to the 
great famines of (900 and 101, the finaneid condition of the State was 
anything bul satisfactory, The debt went up to more thank lakh, and the 
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rent of nearly a lakh anda half fell into arrears, By the prudent,economical, 
and efficient management of the Thakore Saheb, the whole debt has been 
discharged, and a remission of nearly a lakh in the rent has been made, He 
was greatly instrumental in making the authorities recognise the claims of 
the Sardars and Talukears of Guzarat; and he helped the Government of 
Bombay in preparing alist of them to form a constituency under the 
Morley-Minto Constilutional Reform Scheme, They returned Sardar Nar- 
sinhji to represent them on the enlarged Legislative Council of Bombay. 
He worked hard in bringing to the notice of the Government the Broach- 
Jambusar Railway scheme, and finally got it sanctioned by the Secretary 
of State for India, 

The Thakore Saheb takes a great interest in all public matters, His 
service in the Local and District Boards is very praiseworthy, As one-third 
of the inhabitants of Amod are agricullurisis, and as they could 
not bear the burden of municipal administration, he placed the 
situation of affairs before the proper authorities, and relieved the town of 
that diffieully, He is bent upon introducing scientific methods of 
cultivation in his State, and, with this object in view, he has sent his 
Karbhari and some intelligent tenants to study the methdds obtaining 
in other countries and also to purchase modern agricultural implements, 
Himself a Mahomedan Chief, he does all in his power to ameliorate 
the condilion of the poor of his communily, He has made proper ar- 
rangements for Mahomedan lads to obtain free primary education, He 
ig a leading member of the Broach Anjumane-Islam, which hag infused a 
new gpiril into the community, by making them alive to their educational 
needs, 

The Thakore Saheb has one son, Kunwar Jasvantsinhji, dight years 
of age, and four daughters, He has also a brother, Jitsinbji, who is study- 
ing at the Garasia School at Gondal, Though a Moslem by birth, he is 
cosmopolitan in his views, and popular with all the conimunities, 


NAWAR GULAM JILANI 
CHIEF OF Wal 


The ancestor of the present Chief of Wan, who was celated to the Maye 
of Bijap, and who hud sneceeded in nitay battles oa the Deceun, held 
under him the high olive of Governor of the tert et Satana add the neqhe 
bowing country, In TAG Eimperor Aurangaeh, recog the sarees. 
ful manner in which Nawab Bijli Khan Sherk Mina of War eared ant 
several expeditions and political missinns, granted buna duntd tor at hace 
tract of land in addition te what he bad already poses. Ta 1707 when 
Shah, the grandson of Shivaji, on his return Gam Delhi, hud stage to the 
fort of Satara, the Nawab delivered it to him after eapiiciigs the Moth atta 
Commandersin-Chief, whe opposed the entry al the Mahanepdi Tn appre 
ciation of this service the Chuutrapatia (Shahay conforred on the Naw the 
Parganas of Erandal and Dacyapuryaiid severabether teantcn thas Dees, 
with alibeal penston, The Mabarapii farther Wreded Tinie crelitoar and 
addressed hime as Cancels! Tn TR1R, menth before te battle af Burkey, 
the Watkar Chief joined the Tnulish, Captain James Grint, om belt of 
the Board of Directors, entered into se tieity with lam, guaranteving to 
him his possesstons and his futuie relationship with the Brrtiwh Govern» 
ment, ‘The present Wiulew Chief, Nawab Gulan Jdani, bom on the 
28th July 1ak8, succeeded his brother, Nawab Aveommiddin Khan, in 189d, 
He was edacated atthe Rajkumar College, Raykol, where he had a most 
successful career, Ee was declired the best hoy in Ins clags, and) come 
manded the College Cadet Corps, He took a keen interest up all the sports 
and caplained the Colleye football team for over two vears, Tle received 
his miluary training in Che Papen Cadet Carps at Dela Dan fer two 
years, He was invited to join the corpsadt die het) Della Durbar, In 
July 1909, he married the sister of Major UL H. Makhrend-daulah Nawab 
Sir Iftikhar Ali Khan Bahadur of Jaora, KC, LE. The Government of 
Bombay have recently raised bim te the rank of a first-class Sardar in the 
Decean, He is a popular and enlightened Chief, 


HIS HIGHNESS ‘THE AGHA KHAN 
SIR AGHA SULTAN MAHOMED SHAH, G.GS.L, G.C.LE, 


Perhaps the most influential member in the Mahomedan world of 
India, of course excluding the prominent: ruling princes, is His Highness 
the Agha Khan Sir Agha Sultan Mahomed Shah, @.cs 1, 6,¢..8, the head 
of the Ismailiah sect of Mussalmans, [tis generally belibved thal be isa 
slateyman first and a priest afterwards, [Ie has had the benefits of a uni- 
que education and has travelled widely and observed lo great purpose the 
several inotilutions of the dillerent countries, Ile has, therefore, been 
able tu utilise his tare opportunitids as the rehgtous leader of a large sees 
tion of (he Mahomedan subjects of His Majesty in India, to bring about 
a beller understanding between the culers and the ruled. He hasin him 
the true instinets of a stulesman, while his great capacity, broad culture, 
and extreme soundness of views have scoured for his opsions a recognition 
anda respect: nol generally conceded to religious heads and theologians, 
Ne belongs to ong of the most ancient Mahomedan famihes, ina 
direct line of descent fom Ali, the first Imam of the Shiahs, It would 
appear that, at the end ot the (wellth century when the great Saladin and 
Richard Covur-de Lion were fighting in Palestine over the sacred tomb at 
Jerusalem, the ancestors of the Agha Khan were the rulers of Egypt. 
After the downfall of the Egyptian power, the family lived in comparative 
obscurity in Hastern Iran. The grandlather of the present Agha Khan, 
Hasan Al Shah, married a daughter of the Shak of Iron, who held 
the office of the Governor of Karman, a province which he reduced to 
subjection. The father of the Agha Khan, in his ime, wasa claimant to 
the throne of Persia, but he was obliged lo take snelter in Bombay, where 
the British Government, in recagnitiun of his services in Persia, conferred 
on him a pension of ten thousand rupees in perpetuity, 

The present Agha Khan was born in 1875. The mother of His Ligh 
neas was an accomplished Persian scholar, and she carelully trained up her 


you, Later on he received lis english education under Mr John Kenny al: 


Bombay, He finished his studies by a tour round Wurepe In 18st the 
porgunal distinction of is Highness was conferred on him, He married 
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his cousin in 1897, Te waa most helpfal to the Government of India in 
securing the alleginee of some af the frontier tubes by the mere force of 
hig influence, (le was made ak, Gig im 1879, and a G, Gon Ein 
1902, In LOL1 the University af Oxford conferred on him the degree of 
LLD. At the last Delhi Durbar, is Imperial Majesty way pleased 
lo invest His Unghness with the insymic at G. G8, 1 ‘Phe Agha 
Khan was at one time a nominated member of the Iniperil Teyise 
lative Council, He bas visited Bagland several tines, and: nucary dine 
tinctions have been conferted on him by the German Bmperor, the 
Shah of Persia thy Sultans of ‘Turkey and Zanzibar, and other poten- 
tates, His adherents are very numerous in all the eastern countries, 
Among his public acts of munificence may be mentioned the Agha 
Khan Memorial European Schohuship fund, founded in memory of 
his father with a view to cnable promising Mahomedan stidenta te yo 
through a post-graduate course of studies in Murape, 

Itig m connection with (he services rendeied by lum at the time of the 
Indian unrest by mating use of his huge influence with the Mabomedans 
and by disseminating among them sane views of loyalty ind adherence to 
the British Throne, that he will be moxt appreciated and best iemembered, 
Himsel{ a man of wide culture, who has travelled extensively and observed 
closely, he bas been able to see Cungs in thew true byght being 
neithera visionary on the one side, nor a shlivesh adairer ol mere powel on 
the other. He has nol been backward in pointing ont eriors da adutinias 
tration, while he has always been exhorting his folluwers to reahge the 
moral greatness of British rule, Le las imagination enough to see that the 
so-called untestin India is but one phase of the xenural rertlewness of 
the present times, and his thoughtful remarks ont, whieh we give 
below, have been taken from the Nasional Neview for July 11) 

Tun fiat decade of the twentieth century will be memorable In history 
for two great movemants of thought, at fital aight chagardant but tn reality 
the concomitanta of each other, ‘The first of thens las Leen «a movement of 
discontented unrest, which, so lav fiom being confined to few countries, bas 
been world-wide, ‘The waters have beeu deeply moved in durope no less 
than in Asia, and iu Atyica ag markedly aa in Ameries, though of course the 
manifestations of discontent have differed with the varyimg conditions, 
To take but a few instances: In Servin and in Portugnl the action of the 
malcontenta wag drastic and brutal, In Fines the unrest bas been more 
industrial than political; the workera were eniblecdt at feast forma me to 
plunge Paris tulo darkness, to dislocate the means of communication, und more 
recently, to commit wanton and wholesale deatruction upon the vineyards 
of the south, In South Amerien, revolutions have been frequent, ane often 
the downfall af prosidenta and parties has been aecapanted hy malay and 
clvil war, When the osntury open:d, discontent and tne contlet ab jareing 
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polilical aspirations in South Africa had issued in a great war, and though 
that unhappy chapter in history his long ago been closed and union hag been 
achioved, the problem of the native population is far from being solved. In 
Egypt unrest has been persistent. Mven in Great Britain repeated electoral 
atruggles and (he proposal ol drastic changes In the constitution have vividly 
illustrated the restlessness of the age, 

Again, he has nol been slow lo recognise the earnest efforts made by 
the nglish, American and other stalesmen to bring aboul universal peace, 
He knows lhe important position Indiaholds in the Brilish Empire, and 
considers thal the most vilal administrative problem in connection with 
India is the education ol the people :“ vital, because of the fulue increase 
of her commerce ; vital, because of the almost unlimited areas of culti- 
vation within her boundaries; vital, because of her defensive strength 
and asa half-way house to the great self-governing States of South 
Africa, Australia and New Zealand.” or these reasous he says that the 
great motto of every British and Indian sialesman must he “ Educate, 
Lducate, Educate,” ‘The concluding paragraph of the article is full of 
pregnant suggestions — 

Never was this gicat conception more applicable than in this restless 
age, It by education the myriads of India can be taught that they are guar- 
dians and supporters of the Crown, just as are the white citizens of the 
Empire, thon the realisation that India and the sell-govorning dominions 
aland and fall together, bound by a community of interests anda common 
eauge Lo maintain, will have como, Brilain and her sons will cemonstrate 
fo the world and to herself nt the anme time that the cement of selfin- 
torest, the amalgam of an identity of tate, compel the constituent portions of 
the Jémpire to work for the defence of all patty, Itis only from the ryalisa« 
tion of this identity of interests thal Great Butain can remain the foremost 
of States, for by herself she has not yulficient population to defend her vyaat 
commerce and umpire. She can only retain her unique position by frankly 
securing the vo-operation of all her dominions and dependencies in the com- 
mercial and perhaps ultimately Lhe military contest between herself and the 
modern military and naval European and American States, India supplies 
the men, while the self-governing dominions and the Mother Country 
supply the energy and directing force, Hence it ia imperative to give Indiang 
the education to fit thum for their future role in the Buitish Empire. 

His Highness, who presided over the annual mecling of the Moslem 
League, in London, in July 1013, observed that the Brilish rule over a hun« 
dred million Mahomedans gave her a great moral asset in the beneficent 
and nughty part she played in the world’s affairs ; that it iniposed greal 
responsibililies on Indian Mahomedans as the most umportaut Moslem 
suction ; and thal the more steadfast and strong the loyalty, tho more 
inflygntial they, would be in moulding British policy. About the if * 
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sell Goverminent, the Apgloe Shia remarked that it mine conmieud itself te 
all thouphilnt mien hit meant npany decides at Hort Gawards sell iproves 
rent suciul vetorin, the diiiusien ef eduction aud complete any between 
the communities of linha y butt it wete the fambat mere liasty impulse, 
then the day wlich wittoased the tonmulittian of that deal would be very 
wotortuutte in the ceuntey’s aomab. There was a loupe way to thavel 
belore the yout Gould he reached, “Mhey should proceed: step by step, 
The develupment nnit be seen, aiadettal, and nant), besides being poli 
tival, and the motive force must he rehgious. Cougernmg Hindu-eMoslom 
friendimes, Ths Highness sant that nmeh conkd be done ta improve 
Hindu und Moston telations throug) (he medium of gtntes aad spatts for 
young peuple, 

His Uighness, who arrived in Ravgoon on the bth ebriay Be, i 
the cuurse of his reply ta the addiias presented by the Mahomed: pubhe 
ol that plicy, referred to the gratitude of the Masten Inde for the ene: 
rous assistaney rendered by Baro (owards the Aligarh University, and sue 
thal Chey must realise that they shoald not st the fist step expect a free 
University, such as had been evolved ul Oxtord iid Camburelge bud, in 
(heir own titerest, he thought it would bea good Ching to aceept a come 
promuge on the Goverment lonms and ytindly work lowards greater 
freedom of the Senate and of wider educational puweis over Moglem in. 
stitutions. If (he community inet (he Government terms in a spintel good. 
will, it would, in its awn interests, he aetng mont Winely,  Refening ext 
fo the Aligath League, Dos Uaghuess ported out that the rastutution had 
more than justibed its existence. ‘Phe eisenee ef the prowrauiune itdupted 
by it was, first, unconeditianal and absolate doyalty, devetian and Jove 
towards the King: Imperor and Government of India y aecondly, gourds 
will snd cooperation towards then compatriots of all telgtuns, from the 
elder sroter-communities of Uindus down to the snnillest races and ree 
igions in Lid 5 and thudly, maintenance of the aatuual eaimstence ay a 
separate Moslem navon, within the greater Indian nation under the British 
Empire ‘The Agha han exhorted (hen to help Government, ta cos 
operate with Hindus, to show brotherly goodewill towards all communis 
fies ip order to get salvahon, to have iepubit coumittess all aver Indra, 
and to pin the bud every duteiguee as sour ds HL appuitis. 

In tevent years, His Lighness tie heen the dite aud suul of the 
Mahomedan Unversity muvement, is ituence lias iaused a good 
deal of enthustaem amoung tle Mahomedans, and it ime made them realize 
how important the questun of educativa aw for the tutuce of ther 
community, On the whole, His [ughuess wgne uf the greatest moral 
ited of the Kmpie, gud lve uillucnce and example will ever be a wource 
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THE HONOURABLE MAHARAJAH 
SIR BHAGWATI PRASAD SINGH BAITADUR, K. C. 1 E, 
OF BALRAMPUR 


The Honourable Maharajah Sir Bhagwati Prasad Singh Bahay 
dur, KC, LE, is the premier nobleman of the United Provinces of 
Agraand Oudh, owning an extensive estate of more than a thousand villages 
scattered through the Districts of Gonda, Bahraich, Partabgarh, and Luck+ 
now, and covering a total area of 1,300 square miles, His taluk 1s one of 
the best aciministered in {he whole of Northern India and has a rent-roll 
of nearly twenty-five lakhs per annum, Its population is about halfa 
million, 

The (amily belongs to the famous Janwar clan of Rajputs claim. 
ing descent from Arjuna, one of the five Pandava kings of the 
Mahabharata The founder of the family was Bariar Sah, a 
gon of Sambansi of Pawagarh in Gujarat About the end of the 
fourteenth century, he distinguished himself in the service of the 
Delhi rulers, and) gol Cawnpore Mahada as a grant from the 
Kmperor, Madho Singh, the seventh in descent, was the proge- 
nitor of the family of Balrampur, He made conquests of territories 
between the Rapti and the Kuana rivers. Balrampur was founded by his 
son, Balram Singh, The principality continued to be very powerful in 
these parts all through the seventeenth century, and successfully resisted 
the inroads and exactions of {he Wazirsof Oudh, One of the most fa+ 
mous in the line was Rajah Newal Singh, who ruled over the State about the 
end of the eighteenth cenlury, The renowned Sir Dighijai Singh, KGS, 
came to the gadi in 1836 asa young man of eighteen, All through the 
troublous times of the Mutiny, he remained actively aud unswervingly loyal 
to the Paramount Power, al the risk of his owa life, honour, and property, 
and of the lives of those near and dear (o him. I1 must be remembered! that 
Qudly was particularly disaffected al the time, as it was one of the provinces 
annexed by Lord Dalhousie in the previous year, Most of the leaders 
ayere in secret, complicity with tha rebel court at Lucknow, and it reflect-* 
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the greatest eredit on Rajah Dighijai Singh that, amidat auch reat temp« 
fations, he should have accepted the new order of things, id, alone among 
all the chieftains of the division, should have came to the help of the Supe 
reme Government u such a crilical time, Wher the Mutiny broke ent in 
May 1857, Sir Charles Wingfield, who was then Commivaoner of the 
Bahraich Divison, singled out the Rajah of Halrampar asa ehief worthy 
of his confidence; and when there was need for the Ollicer ta seek prom 
tection from the insurgents, he, with thirly Muropeans, repaired to Balram 
pur on the 10(h June 1847, and met with a hearty and hosyprgible weleame 
from his friend, the Rajah, When the Mutiny gathered strength, and when 
it was no longer safe far the European cefugees to remain at Balrampur, 
they were taken jover to Bansi escorted by five hundred retainers ld 
by Dighijai Singh in person, In the subaeqaent events af the Mutiny, 
timely and loyal aid was rendeved by the Chief of ale 
campur. In tuioseGhagra Campaign, he joined the Qritigh force under 
General Grant, and his service was reckoned very vathinthle i procuring 
supplies and also accurte information of (he movement af the rebels, 
Till the last embers of the Mutiny were quenched, he remained futhful 
and did yeoman service to (he British, ‘This was amply and most 
generously recognised hy the Supreme Government and alia by its 
high officers im many a publie document and bya pen pachunation by 
Lord Canning hinwelt, After the Mutiny, the Regal wae granted se bia 
of 7,000 rupaua as well as the whole al the Contsoatedl Parana ot Talsipur, 
besides large portions of the Ukauna, Chak and: Tingha eites in dah 
raich, A remission wis nude of teu per cent. of the Government 
revenue from his anceahal praperty, and Che revenue seacssed (erean at 
the first regalar settlement of LR7 1-72 was fixed in perpeliuty, He was can- 
ferred the personal distinction af Maharaja Ruhadur wil made a KGS. DL 
in 1886.) Further, he wos exempted from attendance in Civil 
Courts, Al the Delhi Durbar of 1877 he was accorded the rare 
distinction of aw personal sedate of nine suns. Te owas a tone 
official member of the Vieervy’s Counei and abe Presulent of the 
Talukeary Association of Oudh, Until his death in 1a82, he was one pf 
the most respected Chiefs in the whole of the Pravinee, and wielded 
immense influence both with the rulers anel with the people In May 1883, 
he died from the effects of a wound received ala Gyershooting expedition 
He was succeeded by his senior Miharauy, Indhur Ktanwat, win, in accor 
dance with her husband's will, adupted the present Chief im October 
1883, Ten years aflerwards, the lapsed distinction of nine guns waa revived 
in the cave of the Maburani Sahiba, hut she was vol spared long to enjay 
the unique honour, as she pagsed away on (he 28th June 1898, 
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She was succeeded hy her adapted son, the Honourable Maharajah 
Sir Bhagwati Prasad Singh Bahadur, KC, 1, E. The active management 
of the eslale way untrasied to him in July 1900, and in November of tho 
game year he received the personal distinction of Maharajuh Which was 
made hereditary in 1909, He was invested with the insignia of KOLB. 
in [900, He holds an honoured place in the public life of the Province, He 
is the Presidont of the Talukdars’ Association, a Member of the Legislative 
Council of the United Provinces, a Life-Fellow of the Allahabad University, 
and Municipal Chairman and Special Magistrate of Balrampur, He is 
exempted from attendance in Civil Courts, Me isknown for his munifi- 
cence and philanthropy, Hehas made a princely gift of three lakts of 
rupees to the Canning College at Lucknow, and another three lakhs {o the 
Medical College in that city to commemorate the visit of H.R. H. the 
ig of Wales, which elicited the special commendation of His Royal 
Hig#iness in his gracious reply to the address presented by the Committee 
of the ‘Medical College, A lath of rupees was distributed among the poor 
atthe time of the installation of the Maharajah; halfa lakh was 
subscribed io the Provincial Victoria Memorial Fund ; a lakh towards 
the All-India Victoria Memorial Fund; about a lakh to the Bal- 
rampur Hospital; thirly thousand rupecs to the MacDonnell Board+ 
ing House at Allahabad ; and twenty thousand lawards the last 
Allahabad Exhibition Fund. His famine administration during 1907-08 
wag greally apprecialed by both the Local and Imperial Governments, 
the relief operations having cost him more than five lakhs. On the 
whole, the Maharajah closely follows his father’s policy. 

Both the people and the Government look upon Maharajah Sir 
Bhagwati Prasad Singh Bahadur, K. C. 1. E., as the leader of the Indian 
community in the United Provinces; and all parties, official and non-official 
Hindu and Mahomedan, will appreciate any special honour done to this 
ancient house, The vast wealth of the family, ils high position in sociely, 
its unlimited resources for good service, and the unique regard and respect 
in which it is held by all, will justify the continuance, as a permanent 
mark of honour to it, of the rare distinction of a salute of nine 
guns, which was conferred on the father of the present Maharajab, al the 
Delhi Durbar of 1877, and which was graciously continued in the case of his 
august mother. ‘This is a point on which all scem to be keen ; for at the 
annual session of the All-lndia Moslem Leaguc held al Nagpur in 1910, the 
President, Mr. Syed Nabi-Ullih, referred to the satisfaction it would give 
the Mahomedan community to revive this honour 0 the family in view of 
the fact thal there was none enjoying the said distinction in the Province. 
Itmay be hoped thal the Government of India will find an early opportunity 

oy 
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lo gratify the legitimate desire af the peaple to hone ds janet hose 
in this way, ‘The following extiret fans aspecel hy Sit Antony Machine 
(now Lord MacDonnell) on the oeeasion of the mstalkuien ab the present 
Maharajah, on the 80th November (00, giving a fustiry of Us eraninente 
family, and the respect aud confidence in whieh iw held hy the Supreme 
Government, may appropradely close this sketch b— 

The Balrampur Raj dates from high autiquity TE was tu impor brat 
chieftainship in the reign of the Empetoe Jahangir, and, though never tiles 
pendent, it maintained with varying suceess tx place umang the chieflanshipr 
of Ondh throughant those troublous dines when night was right imnd the only 
reliable ttle-leed was the aword, Your house his bred many soldiork: the 
remembrance of Raja Newal Singh is stil fresh in Toga leachtion, while din 
constant warfare wilh the Nawahy of Lucknow ds stile theme of populir song, 
The advent of Bulish duflucnee in Ondhi the eadly parted the ningteonth cane 
tury found the Chiefs of Balramput maintaining the traditions af teh Hodig for 
unylelding firmness in the defence of theit patrimony, auc, Cran hound ta acd, 
for pertinacious endeavomea to deprive their nelghbonr cf thera We, who ave 
the Oudh of to-day with its peaceful felda wud its dadliatrions® peoplescan, wth 
diMculty, conceive what Its alate wan dighty yenta nyo. Coming even to more 
recent times, we know that Sir William Sleeman on hik march through Oudh 
wae hardly ever out of earalot of canuonudey, Your Gather, Ute bite Maharajah 
Sir Dighijal Singh, was cngaged for yet alter hie saegemton tothe Raj da 
constant fighting and, as you know, be hed to Ay front Hahampnr to eaeape 
the haalility of the Court of Ondh. ane aT cw Ty the candy days af 
the Mutiny, some of the grett Calukvhik held deal, doubttul ot te what sfede 
they should joins a few joined the wrong ade, Bit from the oulet Gere was no 
standing aloof and ne doabt in the min bof Su Digbifar Singh of Balampur, 
This a matter of history haw be rescued the Distiigt Oifigers at Seeror, and 
how, having sent them in safety to Gorakhpur, he duced the mutngera This 
loyal behaviour so iueunged the rebel Goverment at Lucknow tiatit ianed a 
Wieman dividing the Balampur Raj between ile ald encintes, the Rajahe of 
Tolsipur and Tkaunar and at the same time directed the rehel Commander to 
buen down this town. Without going into detalla, [will sum up the result of 
thoae stormy days by anying that ‘Tulsipuy fag cased the etna Raj are things 
of the past; while the Batlampur Raj has waxed yeeater trom thelr ratte 
we on He was made a Madaapah” andl a? Kinght Cummauger af the Star 
of Indla 3" while the Gua honone of a suute oar mue ae ur given lo 
very few subjects, was conferred upon him, [tis an this open-handed way 
that the British Crown rewards the loylty of dione who stand by itin thnes 
of teil, 

Rajah, you are now entering on a great herlinge ; the fortunes of halfan 
milllonof paople depend upon you. Kxelud ing the Rajah of Kapurthala, who 
is an Indepondant Chief, you are the premier Tulukdar of Oudl. ae eee as 
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Your education has led you across the threshold of Western know- 
ledge, and it has sharpened your tastes for manly sports without in any 
way denationalising your feelings or beliefs, Iam glad to know that you 
have begun your independent Jife in friendship with all the mfuential 
Talukdars who are here to-day to show their regard for yourself and their 
reapect for your family, 


His Excellency the Viceroy, remembering the services which your 
family have rendered to the British Government, recognizing your high 
position, and wishing to encourage you in all ways to follow your father’s 
footsteps, has ordered me to deliver to you this Sanad, which confers on 
you the title of * Maharajah” as a personal distinction, 


In presenting the Sanad to the Maharajah, which conferred on him 
the hereditary distinction of Maherajah, Sir John Hewelt, the Lieutenant- 
Governor of the United Provinces, spoke as follows t+ 


In the speech delivered at your installation on the 80th November 
1900, Lord MacDonnell announced to you that His Excellency the 
Vicoroy had directed him to deliver to you the Sanad conferring on you 
the title of “ Maharajnh ” asa personal distinction, He told you that the 
conterment of this honour on you as you entered public life should 
stimulate you to high endeavours, and should confirm you in your resolve 
to lead in private a blameless life and in public a beneficent one, This 
resolve you have firmly kept before you, and you have proved yourself a 
worthy successor fo the late Maharajah Sir Digbijai Singh, whose statue 
will be unveiled at the Kaisarbagh to-morrow, The Government has 
done you honour by making you first of all K, C. I. &. and now by giving 
aSanad making your title of * Maharajah” hereditary, J believe that you 
ato the first Talukdar of Oudb to receive this distinction, I know that it 
is highly appreciated by your fellow-Talukdars, and, I believe, by all 
residents of Oudh, whether Hindus or Mahomedans ; and on behalf of 
the European Community 1 beg to assure you that they unite in the 
universal approval with which the announcement of the honour has been 
received, No act that Iam likely {o perform during my tenure of office 
will give me greater pleasurg than to hand you thig Sanad, 

« Ma 
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The Honourable Maharajah Sir Bhagwati Prasad Singh Bahadur o 
Balrampur, KG. 1. &,, isa highly reapected nobleman of the Unite 
Provinees of Agra and Oudh, He is well educated and does not there 
fore find any difficulty in the management of his vast extates. His popu 
larity with the public as well as with the high officials of the Provinge 
apeaks volumes in his behalf, He is yet young and has therefore many 
years of useful, active, and beneficent life before him, 
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THE MAHARAJAH OF JRBYPORE 


MAHARAJAH SIR SRI VIKRAMA DEO BAHADUR, K.0.1,E, 


OF JEYPORE i 
Jeypore is an extensive Samasthanam in the Agency portion of the: 
Vizagapatam District, Madras Presidency, covering a total atea of about 
12,000 square miles, with a population of about a million, It is composed 
of (1) Jerayati Villages, 5,209, (2) Agraharatris, 170, and (3) Mokkhasas, 382, 
It extends from Kalahandi (Bihar Orissa) in the north to Rekapalli 
(Godavari) in the south, Basta: (Central Provinces) in the west to the! 
plains of Vizagapatam and Ganjam in the east, The country being mos{ly! 
hilly, it has every, kind of elevation and depression, The Savara hill-country- 
to the north-east of Gunpur comprises two plateaus, each about.200 square 
miles in extent, In the centre stands Nimghiris, a remiarkble group’ 
of hills rising to a height of 5,000 fect giving rise to nunierdus 
rivulets and streams which flow south-east to the sea, The hill ‘people 
called Souras and Khonds number about 140,000. In religion the people 
are maifly’ 'Hindus and are ethnologically of Aryan, Kolarihf, or 
Dravidian origin, The Aryans, of couse, though prédominant in point 
of influence, are hecessarily fewer in number and comparatively receite 
colonists, The rnain population are aboriginal trikes, who can : bey 
controlled only by a patriarchal system of administration, the ‘Maharajah: 
constituting the father and protector of his people, The largest towns" ace 
Jeypore, Kotpad Nowiangapur, Nandapur, Gudari, Gunpur, Rayaghada; 
Singapur; and Bissemkdtak, The western portion of the countryrcorisists 
of the TAldks of Jeypore, Nowiangapur and Malkanagiri, while the, Taluk 
of Korapht'tits in the east, ‘The principal towns are jeqpersi ote and 
Nowrangapur. | Pe i ett 
In thOst cae’ the Maharajah is the absolute owner: ofthe land, and 
ténants ‘generally take their holdings in lease for a year, In 
ig plain; — the people have mostly assimilated the habits 
di ou ce ‘Of the coast, but, in the remoter regions, lack of 
‘ty il is * still noticeable; However, times are gradually 
cept it is probable that beforé long the fusion of the aborigines 
ad he rodlotits will hécome complete and the tragig ag a whole, sy 


Boy 
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advance both in material prosperity and in civilization, In places like 
this, where people of different grades of civilization live, there must neces- 
sarily be great diversity in regard to religious ceremonies and social customs, 
But, asalready observed, forces tending lo unilormily in these matters 
are at work under the progressive administration of the present Maharajah, 

Jeypore or Jeyapuram (the city of Victory), situated at an elevation 
of 2,000 feet above the sea level, has been the capital for more than a 
century anda half, the carlier chief town having been Nandapur, 

‘The Maharajah traces his descent from the ancient kings of Kashmir 
and Jammu, Tradition has it that several centuries ago, a Rajah of Nanda+ 
pur bad an only daughter. At that time, Vinayaka Deo, the second 
son of Kambiraja Deo, the King of Jammy, a descendant of Kanak asena of 
the solar race, was on a tour of pilgrimage to Benares, He was a lillle 
discontented as he had no chance of becoming a ruler, being a younger 
son, Then the God, Visweswar, appeared to him ina dream and asked 
him to proceed to Nandapur, promising fo him both sovereignty and 
happiness, The faithful devoice wended his way south, and, afler several 
difficulties, reached Nandapur, where he repaired to the temple of Sarves- 
war and prayed to the deity tfor the fulfilment of the object of his missions 
The very night the God appeared in a dream to the King of Nandapur 
and advised him to give away his only daughter in marriage to the Jammu 
Prince who was then staying in his temple. The king woke from his 
dream and at once went to the temple, where, to his great surprise, he 
found the Prince of upright gait and noble bearing, though travel-soiled, 
The latter narrated the story of his visit, The king was greatly pleased 
with every thing that he heard, and, taking the Prince to his palace, made 
him his son-in-law, and entrusted to him the government of his kingdom. 
Vinayaka Deo continued to rule over his country for some time, but 
troubles soon arose and, unable to overcome them, he repaired to 
his native country of Jammu, On the way he came by an unexpected God- 
gent help from avery rich and influential merchant named Lobinia, who 
placed at his disposal a large army of cavalry and infantry with 10,000 
eattle for transport. With this equipment Vinayakasingh Deo returned to 
Nandapur, put down the turbulent elements there, and placed himself 
firmly on the throne, In token of hisigratitude to the merchant Prince 
whose help was most opportune, Vinayakasingh Deo used for his signature 
Chatuné (a rope intended by the merchants for iying cattle), This mark 
has from that (ime forward been drawn by all the successive rulers, In 
course of time he was able to add considerably to his territories, and held 
sway over a kingdom from Patlakimidi to Rayavaram, north to south, and 
from Chicacole (o Bhaskali, eagt to west, The country flourished under 
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his successors} of whom Vikrama Deo mairied two” wives, It: was &t 
the time of marriage with the junior Ranee thai he had to cede to the 
Parlakimidi family the country lying between Gummagudo and Kiny 
villages, , He was succeeded in 1669 by his son, Krishna Deo, in whose 
short reign of four yeats the Zamindaries of Devupalh, Rekapalli, Naravd- 
mutta and Kottakki were formed, His successor, Viswambhara Deo, ruled 
from 1672-1676; and during his time the Zamindaries of Peddapadam, 
Ramabhadrapuram, Makkuva, Chemudu, Kurupam, Merangli, Palem- 
mutta, Palakonda, Birukotu, Pachipenta, Poram, Rangavalasa, Andra, 
Koduru, Sambara, Bondapalli, Kalahandi, Bindra Navagodo, and Kariar 
were constituted, Between the yeais 1669 and 1676, all these Zamindaries 
grew out of the kingdom of Jeypore. 1n the time of his brother who came 
to the thione in 1676 and ruled up to 1681 ie, for only four years, 
there were troubles with Muhammadans andh s succeeded in capturing 
some of their guns, One of his descendants, Ramachandra Deo I, esta- 
blished {he Sungamvalasa Zamindari. During the reign of Viswambhara II 
(1713-52) thes Delhi Emperor appointed Asaf Jah as Nizam of Hydera- 
bad in 1713. The Moghul Empire at this period was on the verge of 
decline owing to dissensions within and the attacks of Mahrattas from 
without, Amidst the general confusion:Asaf Jali asserted his independ- 
ence and, as an incentive to check the Mahratta intoads against his 
newly acquired tetritory through the secret passes in the hills of Jeypore 
(Nandapur), made ftiendship with Nandapur king and conferred on him 
the title of “Azem Maharajah Yujadud-daula, Mahabatassar, Yedal 
Yemeenay Saliannal Samasamay, Khillapathi, Islam Sree Jhadkhand 
Badusha, Jeypore Circar."’ 1n 1752 Lala Krishna Deo came to the State, 
but the possession was soon afterwards claimed by his brother, Vikrama 
Deo, who dtove out Lala, Kristina Deo and made himself master of the 
kingdom in 1758, Had there been no family quatre) between the brothers 
Lala Krishna Deo, and Vikiama Deo, and had not Pedda Viziarama Razu 
of Vizianagaiam sided unfortunately with the latler, the political status of 
the ancient House of Jeypore would have been on a different footing, and 
the Jeypore Samasthanam would, in all probability, have been at least a 
Feudatory State unde: the British Government, It was Viltrama Deo that 
built the Jeypore Fort and made it his capital. Before that Narayanapatam 
was the capital of the Jeypore kings as it was mole cential and better 
situated for the wars they had to wage with the Nabobs of Chicacole, It 
must not be forgotten that the original place of 1esidence was Nandapuram, 
and the Jeypore kings came to be called Nandapur Bliupatis, ‘Troubles 
arose with the French, At Malkangiri, the Muhammadans aided by 
the French wee defeated and driven as far as the Godavau, Vikiama 
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Deo was able to hold his own against the Mahratlas, having defeated 
them at Omerkote, It was during his time that the allegiance of the 
Jeypore Samasthanam wis transferred from the Nizam to the British 
(East India Company) When in 1777 the Chief of Bastar, expelled 
from hig dominions by bis brother, took refuge in Jeypore, Maharajah 
Vikarama Deo assisted the former in recovering his territories, In return 
the Kotpad Pargana, comprising the forts of Kolpad, Chur Chunda, 
Porgarh, Omerkote, and Raigath, was ceded io Jeypore on the 
6th April 1778, ‘The Baslar Chief, however, retained bis right lo collect 
Mahadan (transit duties) at Rs. 25 for 100 bullock loads of merchandise, 
Maharajah Syi Ramachandra Deo Il became the ruler of Jeypore in 
1781. He ruled for forty-six years, During the political disturbances 
that followed the battle of Padmanabham (1794), the Maharajah 
rendered valuable services to the Honourable East India Company 
in promoting their Collectors’ exertions in effecting a complete settle- 
ment of the country. This fact was reported to Idward Saunders 
Esquire, the President of the Board of Directors, by Mr, Webb, the 
Collector, on 141-1795, ... [isa justice Lowe to Ramachandra Deo, 
the Rajah of Jeypore, to except him from the number of disaffected Zamin- 
dars ; he, having given (he most unquestionable proofs of attachment to 
the Government by repairing to me in person, though he had not come 
down from the place where he resided, which is at a great distance, for 
many years before and making a proffer of his service to act against the 
refractory Zamindars ancl professing himself ready to pay his own 
tribute; a conduct that appears (he more meritorious at this critical 
juncture as, had he joined the refractory poligars, the strength of his coun- 
try and the number of his oops would have thrown great weight into 
the opposite scale and yendered their reduction a work of considerable 
expense, time and difticully, which, by the dutiful conduct he has obsorved, 
1 considered! to be greatly facilitated’, As a reward for his service 
Lord Hobart granted lo him permanent cowle in March 1798, 

. In 1782 hostilities broke owt between Bastar and Jeypore in con- 
sequence of the latter having neglected to fulfil certain conditions of the 
ireaty of 1778, and the Bastar forces recaptured three of the garhs, which 
,Were retaken by Jeypore forces, Again, there were troubles with the Nag: 
pur Government on the same subject, They sent a large army under 
the command of Ramachandta Wagh which was completely routed at 
Kotpad by the Jeypore forces, and the gatha remained in possession of 
: jeypore ever since, Bastar was by no means pleased, and the quartels aad 
mutual raids and reprisals between the Bastar and Jeypore kept that pari 
of the country in q perpetual state of,anarehy; for years and obliged the 
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latter to maintain garrisons of Oria paiks at each of the five forts. Cor- 
respondence regarding the right to the Paraganah also occurred at 
intervals throughout the first half of the last century between the 
Madras Government and the authorities at Nagpur, and the question 
was not finally set at rest until 1862, The Government of India ruled 
that it should be left to the management of Jeypore in the same manner 
as the rest of that zamindari and ordered in 1863 that the Jeypore Maha- 
rajah should pay 3,000 rupees per annum for it, being compensation to 
Bastar for cessation of the right to collect Mahadan. The amount was 
for many years paid with the rest of the Jeypore peishcush and remitted 
by the Vizagapatam Officer to the Government of the Central Provinces, 
and the latter patd Rs, 2,000 of it to the Baster Chief and kept the other 
Rs, 1,000, because in 1819 a remission of Bastar tribute to this amount had 
been made in consideration of the alienation of the Paraganah, The 
‘Paraganah was not included in the sanad granted to the Maharajah of 
Jeypore at the permanent settlement in 1803, and the Rs, 3,000 was not in 
any sense peishcush., Jeypore thus held the Kotpad Paraganah free of 
any peishcush at all. This fact was brought to notice in 1888; the sum of 
Rs, 3,000 was ordered to be credited to Madras and not to the revenue of 
the Central Provinces ; and the question as to the amount of peishcush 
which should be levied was raised, After considerable correspondence a 
provisional sanad was granted to the Maharajah: in 1897, which created the 
Paraganah as an estate held in perpetuity upon a quit-rent liable to 
revision from time to time, and which provided for his paying for twenty 
years an annual quit-rent liable lo subsequent revision, and in addition fo 
the sum of Rs, 3,000 already paid, Rs. 13,666 or one-filth of the total revenue 
demand, gradually decreasing deductions being provided for in the first ten 
years on account of the cost of certain semi-military pakks which had been 
maintained in the Paraganah and which were to be gradually done away 
with, The Maharajah appealed against this decision on the grounds that 
the Paraganah was a Feudatory State and not part of British India and so 
could not be assessed to quit-rent and that the arrangement of 1863 was 
pe:manent. In 1899 the Government of India oveiruled both pleas and 
directed that the quit-rent should be inclusive of and not in addition to the 
Rs, 3,000. A revised sanad.was accordingly granted in 1900. The Maha 
rajah, however, appealed to the Secretary of State, who, while holding that 
Kotpad was part of British India, ordered that the arrangement 
of 1863 should be adhered to. Thus only 4 sum of, 3,000 rupees is now 
paid fov the Paraganah, At this period (1782) the Zamindars 
of Kurupam, Meranghi, Sagamvalsa, Palakonda, Viraghattam, Pachi- 
penta, Chemudu, and |Sambara, had withheld the tribute payable 
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to the Company and bad created fitaries in disregard af the 
Company Government, but were brought ander (he contral of (he then 
Collector with the assistance of the Mahatajah. It may be noted in pass- 
ing thal when Ubis Maharajah died in 1825, bis thud Maharani committed 
Salt. Ele was succeeded by his son, Maharajah Sii Vikrama Deo, who 
ruled over the Samasthanam until 1860. We put down several turbulent 
filuridars and helped the Goverment also as shown below, (1) In 1832. 
33 Nagap Dhoa of Golugonda and Mokhi Veerabhadrarazu of Srunga- 
varapukota having crealed extraordinary distuibances in those parts, the 
Maharajah rendered valuable services by supplying men and other things 
to Government in putting down the same, (2) During the disturbances in 
the Gunpur and Parlakimidi ‘Taluks in (832-36, he not only helped 
the’ Government with men and supplies in suppression of the 
same but also seized and handed over to the authorities the notorious 
Baliyar Singh Rama Razu and ihice others ofthe latter Taluk, (3) Lima. 
chendra Deo and Lachmandora who created great disturbances in the 
Gunpur Taluk of this Samasthanam and Lakkavarapukota and Srung- 
avarapukola of Vizianagaam Samasthanam respectively were seized and 
made over to the authorities, (4) Ghona Niggi who created filuri and mut 
dered the sayer Tanadar and others in Mahendrapur of Omerkot ‘Taluk, 
was seized and handed over to (he authorities, (5) Sana ‘Tatraj of Gaiba 
of Patlakimidi Taluk, Ganjam District, and Sanyasibhupati of Golugonda, 
Vizag District, who committed considerable disturbances in those places, 
were seized and made over to the authorities’. The administration of Civil 
and Criminal jastice remained with (he Maharajah (il 1968, During the 
latter part ot his reign family quarrels arose and consequently the country 
becaine the scene of plunder, murder, and raping, The faction apposed 
to Vikrama Deo (whose avowed object was to remove him) was headed 
by his eldest son (a youth of thirteen, afterwards known as Ramachandra 
Deo IE), and the latter's mother, the Patla Mahadevi, and their following, 
comprised the most influential muttadars of the country. Both parties 
agreed lo abide by the decision of the Agent regarding the dispute, and 
in April 1849) Mr, Smollell accordingly set out for Parvatipur, 
He was met there by the son, who travelled with gieal pomp of 
elephants, palanguins and horses and a guard of one thousand 
match-lock men, while the Rajah was represented by some of his officers, 
A compromise suggested by the Agent was accepted by neither party, and 
to prevent further anarchy Mr. Smollett attached the fou fanas of Gunpur 
Rayaghada, Waryanapalam aud Alamanda, Not long afterwards he (the 
Agent) arranged to meel both-father and gon together anc after wearisome 
and prplraated negotiations, a reconciliation was effected and the attach 
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vent withdrawn, A breach, however, soon ensued, and on the 16th 
eptember 1849, the son seized his father and his chief servants 
nd confined them allin the fort at Rayaghada, They were released 
y a company of Sibbandi under Captain Haly, but the old man’: 
uthority was completely gone. | , 

In 1855 Jeypore affairs again attracted attention, the existence in the 
umasthanam of the practice of Sati being brought to notice, Mr, Smollett 
sported that cases were frequent; that, moreover, owing to Vikrama Deo's 
icapacity, the country wasin a state of complete anarchy, thatthe Rajah’s 
ounger son had seized Gunpur; and thatthe only means of ensuring 
xculity to life and property was to post a European Officer to 
sypore, Vikrama Deo was sounded regarding this suggestion, and he in 
»ply wrote a long letter promising to stop all crime in the couniry, 
sserting his competence to rule, and earnestly deprecating the interfere- 
ce of Government, Meanwhile, the retainers of his two sons came 
» blows over the seizure of Gunpurand a severe fight occurred, 
iJuly 1855, the Government authorised the Agent to assume the control, 
oth Police and Revenue, of the tracts above the ghats, the Taluks below 
eing managed by the Agency direct. Lord Dalhousie, however, was 
1en at Oolacamund and objected, considering that the step was likely to 
involve the British Government in a protracted jungle and hill war, such 
3 that of Gumsur” Mr. Smollett protested that the two cases were in to 
‘ay parallel, but no further action was taken until Vikrama Deo’s death 
11860, The Agent, Mr, Fane, then revived Mr. Smollett’s proposal; this 
‘as ultimately sanctioned, and in January 1863 Lieutenant Smith was 
ycated at Jeypore as Assistant Agent and Captain Galbrieth as Assistant 
uperintendent of Police, 

Maharajah Ramachendra Deo, born in 1834, succeeded his father 
1 1860, and administered the Samasthanam until 1889. In his time’ he 
‘as known to be a most loyal and charitable Prince, He rendered valu- 
ale aid to British Government in putting down the Savara rising and 
ampa rebellion as noted below, and his services were gratefully acknow- 
dged by the Government of India, 

“(1). The Savaras of Gunpur Taluk committed disturbances in 1862- 
3.and murdered the Police Inspector, constables and many people. The 
turidars were seized and made over to the authorities, (2) In the year 
376 the people of Bastar committed great disturbances and the Maha- 
Yah helped the Government with men, etc,, in its suppression, (3) The 
nrest caused by the Rampa rebellion in the neighbouring Godavari 
gency ‘in 1879-80 spread also to the Golugonda Agency, ‘ Captain 
iaxland who went with Joypore Police to put it down was helped by’ 
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Jeypore Sibbandi.” He also enjoyed the privilege of being presented to 
his late Majesty, King Edward VII, when the latter visited India as Prince 
of Wales in 1875. 17.7%, Grant Dall, Governor of Madras, went to 
Pottanghi and was visiied by the Maharajah. 

The Maharajah died in 1889, when his son, the present Maharajah, 
was fourteen years of age. During his minority the Samagihanam 
was managed by the Agent to the Governor at Vizagapalam on behalf 
of the Government of Madras, The young Prince was educated 
under an able tutor, the lale Dr. Marsh M. A, LL. 2D, in whose 
company he broadened his experience and outlook by an extensive travel 
all over India. In one of these travels, he had the honour of interview- 
ing Lord Elgin, the Viceroy. He visited Madras when Lord Wenlock 
was Goveinor, Tho Samasthanam was made over to him in November 
1895. The investiture took place at the instance of Mr. Willock, 1. C. &., 
then Agent to the Governor at Vizagapatam, when all the local European 
and Indian officials were present (a witness the inauguration, 

The Mahatajah married in 1893 a Princess of ihe Sirguja House 
of Udaipur State in the Central Provinces, A son was born 
to him on the 17th December of that year. In 1896 the personal 
distinction of Maharajah was conferred on him, a title enjoyed by every 
one of his ancestors, In 1898 he visited Sir Arthur Havelock at Vizaga~ 
patam. In 1901 he visited ‘Their Excellencies Lord Curzon and Sir Arthur 
Havelock al Madras. He again paid a visit to that city in 1902 and had 
an interview with Lord Ampthil, In December 1902 he visiled Delhi for 
the Coronation Durbar as a guest of the Madras Government, 

In January 1906, he had the privilege of being introduced to Tia 
Majesty the King-Emperor George V, when the latter visited Madras as 
Prince of Wales. 

In the cold season of 1909 he visited their Excellencies Lord Minto 
and Sir Arthur Lawley at Madras, 

The Maharajah is known for his liberality and generous disposition. 
He has contributed a lakh and a half towards the construction of a bridge 
over the Indravati River. He has not stinted in his contributions 
towards charitable inslitutions, such as The Victoria Memorial funds at 
Caleulla and Madras, putting beds in the Victoria Caste and Ghosha 


Hospital at Madras, Indian Famine Relief Fund, Transwal War und, Royal ‘ 


Asiatic Societies Medal Fund in England, and the Victoria Memorial Flall 
Redemption Fund at Madras, and one lakh to the Madras War Fund in 
addition to one thousand rupees a month till the end of the War, 

His Imperial Majesty was pleased to confer on the Maharajah the well 
merited distinction of K, C, 1, E,at the Delhi Durbar of 1914. 

‘Thé wedding of the Kumar Maharajah of Jeypore with the eldgst 
Maharaj Kumari of the Hon'ble Maharajah of Balrampur, K, C, 1, E, was 
celebrated at Balrampur in February 1918 with all oriental pomp and opie 
dour suitable tothe occasion. aos 
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The Maharajah is aided in the affairs of the Samasthanam -by 
Mr, P, Venkannah Pantulu Garu, who, after having made a namné as. a 
Revenue Officer in the British Service, of twenty-nine years’ standing, 
joined the staff of the estate about nineteen years ago, It is gratifying to 
find that the Samasthanam has an efficient establishment, and the follow 
ing are the officers thereof,— 

DURBAR SANSKRIT PANDITS 

(1) Pandit Krishnadas Garu, (2) Pandit Tata Kamasastri Garu, 
(8) Pandit Vedula Subrahmanyam Sastri Garu, and (4) Pandit Vidya- 
bhushana Ramanadha Nando Garu. 

FAMILY PUROHITS 


(1) Ogadhu Radho, and (2) Hari Haranandha Rai Guruvu Garu. 


A, D, C's, 
(1) Sri Lakshmichandia Rai Garu, and (2) Sri Neelakantha Rai Garu. 
Asst. A, D.C, 
(1) Ramachandra Patio, 
SIRDARS 
(1) Durgi Patro Garu, and (2) Lokanadba Rai Jenna Garu, 
x KILLADAR 


(1) Lakshmana Patro Garu, 
SAMASTHANAM OFFICERS 
Buzur Office 
‘i Dewan P, Venkannah Pantulu Garu; Pte, Secy,, B, Subbarow Varma 
Garu; Shetistadar, M, Kamaraju Pantulu Garu; Hd, Acctt, G, V. Narayana+ 
row Pantulu Garu; Asst. Acctt, P, Ramannah Pantulu Garu; Treasury 
Acett, K, Suryanarayana Pantulu Garu; Eng, Hd, Clerk, G, Syamalarow 
Pantulu Garu ; and Huzur Records, Hd, Record-Keeper, K. Simbhagiti 
Patnaik, 
DIVISIONAL MANAGERS 
(1) B, Subbarow Varma Garu, Jeypore Division, (2) V, Lingamurty 
Pantulu Garu, Gunpur Division, on leave, and (3) E. Bhagirathi Row 


Pantulu Garu, B.A. acting, 
rANA AMINS 


JEYPORE DIviston 
(1) B, Suryanarayana Row Pantulu, Huzusy (2) Vo Venkatarow 
Pantulu, Koraput, (3) D, Y, Suryanarayana Pantulu, Nowrangapur, 
- (4) M, Gopalaswamy Naidu, Kotpad, (6) &, Krishnamurty Pantulu, 
Nandapur, (6) Radha Krishna Samantaraya Sarma, B, Singpur, (7) M, 


Ola 


‘488e = THE RULING CHIRKS, NORLMNS AND ZAMINDARS OF INDIA 


‘Narsuyya Naidu, Malkangii, (8) V. Joga Row Paninlu, Omerkote, (9). 
K, Subrahmanyam) Pantolu, Potlanght, (10) Srikaranam Prabhakara 
Patuaik, Ramagiri, Gunpar pivision, (11) K. Uanumantha Row Pantulu, 
Gunpuwr, (12) G. Kamesam Pantulu, in charge of Rayaghada, (13) 8. 6 
Latchappa Pantulu, Kalyana Singpur, (14) SP. Yelirajacharyulu, 
Narayanapatam, (15) M. Ramamurty Pantulu, Narsipuram, (16) B, Veeras 
bhadra Row Pantalu, Madugula, and (17) P, Srinivasarow Pantulu, Gudari 
MEDICAL ESTABLISHMENT 
(1) Sri Vikramaraju Pailu Garu, (2) Sri Lobini Maha Patro Garu, 
and (3) Sri Rama Krishna Das Garu, ; 
PERSONAL GUARD KUMANDAN 
(1) Mc, Rahimkhan Saheb, 
STABLE ESTARLISHMENT 
(1) Mr. Sama Pairo, Superintendent, ane (2) Dr, P. A, Ram Naidu 
GM, V.C,, Veterinarian. 
ELEPHANT ESTABLISHMENT 
(1) Pilwas Mahanti, Supetiniendent, 
HUZUR GUARDS 
(1) Abdul Satar Saheb, Zamadar, and (2) M. Ranganaikulu Naidu, 


Havildar, 
FOREST ESTABLISUMENT 


Mr. EJ. D, Preree, Chief Forest Officer, 

RANGH OFFICERS 
(1), Ch. L, Narsimham Pantulu, Jeypore, (2) Sundaresa yer, Kolpad, 
(8) BOP. Swamy Naidu, Malkangii, (4) A. Gounder, Nowrangapur; 
(5) J. Burrows, Omerkote, (0) M, Gounder, Gunpur, (7) Rangabhashyam 
Nalda, Gudaii, (8) P. Lashmanna Chetly, Rayaghada, and (9) L. Banu 
thanthu lu Naidu, Alamanda, d 
SAW MILLS ESTABLISHMENT } 

Superintendent, V, Vatan Singh, Driver-inecharge, 

) OVERSEERS oF 
() P. Muthamraj Pantulu, Guopur and Gudari, (2) K. Kamess 
wararow Pantulu, Rayaghada and KX, Singpur, and (3), L, Ramabrahmam, 


Madugula, 
toa HDUGATIONAL ESTABLISHMENT 


¢ &Y, Bhamayya Chelly Gara, Asst. Tutor 
« pins DEVASTITANAM ESTABLISHMENT 
B, Sriramala PafhaikiGaru, Amiy, 
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TIB MAHARAJAIL OF VENKATAGIRI 


AHARAJAH SIR VELUGOLI SRI RAJAGOPALA KRISHNA 
YACHENDRA BAHADUR VARU, G. C, I, E 
OF VENKATAGIRI 

One of the richest, and most ancient and resourceful of the 
Zamindaries of South India is that of Venkatagii in the Nellore District, 
covering an area of 2,200 square miles, with a rent-oll exceeding ten 
lakhs, The present respected head of the Samasthinam is Maharajah Sir 
Velugoti Sri Rajagopala Krishna Yashendea Balhidur Vatu, &.C.1L E, the 
twenty-eighth in descent from the original founder, Bhethala Naidu Kaka- 
theya Rajapujitha, The family had supplied for more than two centuries 
some of the leading Generals to the Kings of Warangal, and later on to the 
Emperors of Delhi, It took a prominent part in the political siruggles 
of the cighicenth century ; and, in the wars against Hyder, it espoused the 
cause of the English with great zeal and loyalty. It may also be noted 
in passing that the Rajahs of Pithapuram, Bobbili, Mylavaram, and Jatprole 
are all off-shoots of the Venkatagiri house, and that the present Maha. 
rajahs of Bobbili and Jatpiole are the younger brothers of the Maharajah 
of Venkatagiri, who have been taken in adoption, and another brother, 
similarly adopted into the Pithapuiam family, is now the present 
Kumara Rajah of Pithapuram. The Venkatagiri family is at the head of 
the whole Velama caste consisting of seventy-seven Gothrams. 

The original founrler of the family, Bhethala Naidu, was in the 
service of Kakatheya Rajah of Warangal, who respected him much, 
The second in descent, Prasaditya Naidu, was also a great source of 
strength to that State and was, on that account, called Kakatheya Rajya 
Sthapanacharya, He made himself most useful to the royal family in suc- 
cessfully upholding the claims of the daughter of that king to rule over the 
principality after the demise of her father. The fourth in descent was Datcha 
Naidu, a General of very great renown under the celebrated Pratapa Rudra 
Maharajah of Warangal, and he distinguished himself in ihe wars against 
the Pandya kings, triumphantly leading his army into Conjeevaram and 
falrine thot great South Indian capital against enormous odds. 
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Por these exploits he was known 25 the Payeha Pandya Dala Vibhala, 
or he who dispersed the forees of ihe five Pandyas, and Kane hikewata 
Choornakara, or he who broke lo pieces the for Leente of Conjeevaram, 
He also enjoyed the title of Tirukkala Raja Stapanacharya, ov he who estab« 
lished the kingdom of ‘Tirruikalarajah ; for he was {he main support of ° 
the Warangal State, during the days of that king. 

The sevonth in descent, Anapotha Naidu, was a prominent member 
of the family and was the independent raler of Rachakonda and 
Devarakonda. His grandson, another Anapotha Naidu, is mentioned 
in connection with the wars waged against the Kondaveti country, 
We then pass into more historical times. The representative of the 
fifteenth generation was one Peddarayappa Naidu, who assisted Sher 
Mahomed Khan, the Mogal Deputy, in seling the Northern Cirears, 
and) = who obtained the Rajam = Samasthanam as reward, [twas 
his son, Lingappa, that became the founder of (he present Bobbili 
family. Peddarayappa Naidu carried on glorions wars against the 
Rajahs of Velugodu and captured their forts, The seventeenth 
In descent, Gani ‘Thimma Naidu, made himself most useful — to 
Achuta Devarayalu, the King of Vijayanagar, in his campaigns against 
Thimmaraju and his brothers, His son, Chennappa Naidu, also helped 
the King against the Mahomedans who had taken possession of Gandikota 
and other cock forls, and sueceeded in recovering Chem for him, It was 
about (his time that another member of (his family, Venkatadri, defeated 
the Chief of the Gobbur family and took possession of his place, Kalimili, 
which has singe been known as Venkalagiri, in honour of this victory, 
Kasthuri Rangappa Naidu, the mnelecnt in succession, was also a vidiant 
warrior, and earned yreat renown by helping the Vijayanagar King, in 
subduing the rebel, Thimmanna Gowda, ‘The next ruler, Pedda Yacha- 
ma Naidu, known as Yacha Suruda, got the Pemmadi country asa gift from 
the Vijayanagar King, Vecra Venkalapathi Rayalu Varu, and proved his 
loyalty and yratitade to the house by overcoming fagaraye, who had depos. 
ed Chicka Rayala, Venkatupatti’s successor, and restoring the kingdom to 
Chicka Rayalu’s son. His successor, Kumara Yachama Naidu, fought suc 
cessfully against the forces of Mysore on behalf of the court al Delhi, and 
obtained from the Emperor rewards in the shape of clamaras, umbrellas, 
elephants, horses, jewels and swords, The nestin descent, Bangaru Yacha. 
ma Naidu, who lived about the cnd of the seventeenth century, was most 
serviceable in conquering tbe rebel Polegars at Cuddappa and Gandlur, 
and earned asa reward the tlle of Rajah Bahadur trom the Moghul Vice 
roy at Hyderabact and that of Peucha Hear Mansubdar trom the Mim peror 
himself, {¢ was this Bangaru Vaca Naida that was made to supersede 
Julfkhar Khan Bahadur asthe headiof the Areot Subah, but before he sould 
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do so, he was secretly assassinated at the instance of Julfkhar Khan, After 
the murder, his son, Sarvagna Kumara Yachama Naidu, was restored 
to his father’s estates with the titles Shadhazari Munsabdar and 
Shadhazari Savarila Mansab (ihe leader of six thousand foot and six 
(housand horse). His vast estates covered thirteen taluks and yielded 
an annual income of twenty-five lakhs of rupees. His successor, 
Bangaru Yachama Naidu, assisted the Nizam of Hyderabad in his wars 
against the French and some Mahomedan rebels. The Nawab of Arcot 
also respected him much and interdicted the other Chiefs from using the 
white wishan of the Venkatagiri house, Kumara Yachama Naidu, who came 
after him, allied himself with the English and the Nawab of Arcot in the 
‘wars against Hyder, who, on that account, atlacked Venkatagiri and burnt 
down the fort, In 1794-99 he was deputed by Lord Hobart, the Governor 
of Madras, to pul down some refractory Polegars, It was during his time in 
1802 thal a permanent setilement was made between the East India Com- 
pany and the Zamindari of Venkatagiri, The Maharajah of Venkatagiri was 
relieved of all civil and criminal administration and the military Merve 
and a permanent peshcush was fixed instead. 

Kumara Yachama Naidu, the late Maharajah, was the twenty-seventh 
in descent from the original founder of the family, He was known for 
his numerous acts of charity, It was he that established the Venkatagiri 
section of the Monegar Choultry at Madras, In 1878 he was made a C.S.L. 
when Lord Napier was Governor of Madras. In 1878 he abdicated the 
estate in favour of his eldest son, the present popular and talented Maha- 
vajah, and lived in retirement at Madras until his death some years ago, 

Maharajah Sir Velugoti Sri Rajagopala Krishna Yachendra 
Bahadur Vara, K.C.1.&, born in 1857, is one of the 
influential and enlightened Zamindars of South India, and is a 
prominent figure in the public life of the country. He won the 
distinction of K, C, 1. &, in 1888, and was for two terms a nominated 
member of the Madras Legislative Council, Thetitle of Maharajah was 
conferred on him asa personal distinction in 1910, He is the President 
of the Landholders’ Association in Madhtas, and takes a keen interest in all 
matters affecting the landlords and zaniincas, Hekeeps up the traditions 
of the family by encouraging learning, and maintains several charitable 
institutions, There is a High School at Venkatagiii founded by the 
Samasthanam, and another at Nellore, known after the name of 
the family, which has been tchly endowed by the Maharajah, He man- 
ages the estate very eredifably and is widely known for his administrative 


talents. 


TIE HONOURABLIE MAHARAJALL RANAJIT SINITA 
OF NASHIPUR 

The Honourable Mahaajal Ranaji Sinha of Nasbipur, born on the 
9th June (865, comes of a distinguished family, whose ancestry may be 
traced back to Maharajah ‘farawah, the Ruling Chief of Bijapur in the Dee- 
van tn the fourteenth century Av 1D. Atter Maharajah ‘Tarawah, his brother, 
Mahiuawjee, was in possession of Lie vast Zumidary kai Sambhanath, 
one of fhe ancestors of the present Maharaja, was appointed by the 
Emperor of Delht as Subahdar and Nazim of the whole tract from 
Shabaranpur to Meerut, and his brother, Ru Badrinath, took part in 
the battle of Shamly, under Col Bin, Gut the credit of founding 
the Nashipur Raj belonged to Mahwajah Devi Sinha Gabadar, whose 
father, Rai Dewali Sinha, Game in the beginning of the eighteenth century 
trom Panipat to Murshidebad, then the capilub of Beagal Devi Sinba 
entered the service of Khe Lonomable last India Company im the revenue 
department, in which he held a lugh and cesponusible office ia connection 
with the permanent seldement of Bengal, Te formed the revenues of 
Purneah, and of the Distiicts of Rungpur, Dinajpur, and Ldrakpur, and 
became in 1773, Steward or Secretary to the Provingial Council of Murshi- 
dabad. For the important services he had rendered lo Lord Clive at the 
battle of Plassey, be was honored with the title of Maharajah Bahadur, 
One of his successors, Rajah Udmont Sinha Bahadur, was famous 
for his charities, and it was he that constructed the grand picturesque 
Thakoor bavi. 

Maharajah Ranajit Sinha’s father, Rajah Kirti Chandra Sinha Bahadut 
died when his son was very young, and Iis vast estate was taken under 
the management of the Court of Wards, The minor nobleman received his 
early education al (he Berhampore Colleve, Bengal, where hy had a very 
distinguished career, and his forte was mathematics, in whieh bu made cons 
siderable progress and in which he even now takes special interest, Prom 
his boyhood, he was remarkable for his punctuality. and steady habits, and 
Jus high intelligence attracted the notice of his teachers and professors, all 
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of whom were of opinion that its youth hada distinguished future 
before him. On attaining his majority in 1886, he directed his atten- 
tion to the management of his estate and established it on a firm and 
solid basis, By improving the condition of bis tenants, he has acquired 
the reputation of a model Zamindar, Unlike other landholdets, he does 
not entrust the management of his estate to his subordinates, jand the 
rules framed by him for thew guidance, having proved very useful, have 
been copied by many of the other leading Zamindars of Bengal. 

The chief characteristic of the Maharajah is his versatile genius, by 
which he imparts fresh Ife to everything he puts his hand to. He is very 
punctual in the discharge ot his duties. He attends office regularly 
from LL A.M. 16 5 Pot. every day, During the cold weather he goes on 
tour to the mofussil, and obtains first-hand information, which enables 
him to enter into the details of his zamudari affairs with a precision and 
knowledge which are indeed admirable, 

The Maharajah’s public career began in 1887 when he was apppoint- 
ed an Honorary Magistrate of the Lalbaugh Independent Bench, in 1888 
he was elected Chairman of the Murshidabad Municipality, and during his 
incpmbency, he introduced many sanitary rejoims, which made him 
highly popular and earned tor him the good opinion of the local 
authoriues, In the jollowing year, Murshidabad suffered heavily 
from inundation, and many families were reduced to starvation 
and ruin, their houses having been washed away by the flood, But the 
Maharajah, a young man then, saved, at great personal risk, the 
fives and houses of many. ‘Chis benevolent and heroic act was warmly 
appreciated by Sir Stuart Bailey, then Licutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
On the Ist January 1891, he won the distinction of Rajah, and Sir Charles 
Elliot, presenting the sanad, said ;— 

Itis a very great pleasure to me to convey to you the sanad of the 
title of Rajah, which tle Viceroy has teen pleased to confer upon you. The 
title is one which had been honorably borne by your family for many genera» 
tions, and it is now committed to you to hold untarnished, One of your 
ancestors, Raja Devi Sinha, rendered very valuable services to Clive at Plassey, 
and the continued favour in which your family has been held and the honour 
which is to-day entrusted to you, isa proof that tae Government of India is 
never slow to recognise, and never forgets, services rendered to it by the 
houses in this country, You have lately atlained your majority and succeeded 
to your property, 1 trust you will manage ycur estate ina manner worthy of 
your ancestry, and that your career may compare favourably with that of other 

‘Zamindars in the Province, and thatat will be so distinguished that further 
honouis will be conferted upon you, not on account of the good work of those 
who have gone before you, but as a reward fo1 your own merit and exertions, 
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In 1894 he was invested wilh Uie powers ofa Magistrate of the second 
class and empowered to sit singly, fn this honorary duly he displayed so 
much zeal and ability that the Government, in appreciation of his services, 
made him a Magistrate of the first class on the Ist March 1897, witb powers 
to take cognizance of olfenees on Complaints and police reports, At this 
time he was placed in catire charge of the Ladbaagh Bench, and virtually 
discharged the duties of a Sub-Orvisional Ollicer affer the abofilion of the 
Lalbaugh Sub-Division, In 1890 and in 190d, he was re-elected Chairman 
of the Murshidabad Municipality, in which capacity he was at the helm of ifs 
administration for about ten years, Hoe was created a Rajah Bahadur in 
1897 and, when the title was conferred upon bin, Sir Charles Stephens 
observed :— 

Rojah, you are a scion of a very ancient and respectable family and the 
proprietor of extensive zamindaries, and have conducted yourself in a manner 
worthy of your origin and of your rank and responsibibties ; you have the 
reputation of being a good and hbural Jandlord to your own ryots j but your 
desire to do good service to Uke public has led you lo cuter a more extended 
sphere of usefulness, As a Municipal Commissioner and an Uouorary Magis- 
trate, you have rendered great assistance to the focal authurilias, [t fas been 
deemed just and proper that you should be raised to the diguity whieh your 
father enjoyed. You have, therefore, been created a Raja Bahadur,” and it 
gives me preal satistaction to hand you the aauad and the Bhilat which mark 
your elevation to that rants, 

Ie recognition of the manifold services of public ulily rendered by 
Rajah Ranajil Sinha Bahadur, (he Governuent of Indin ode him a dala. 
rajah on the Ist January (9.10, On the oceasion of the presentation of 
the sanad and Khilal to him, Sir Edward,Nomnan Baker, K. C, 8.1, spoke 
as follows 

The family, of which you are the head, is both old and distinguished ; and 
one mtomber of it enjoyed the title of Maharajat as loug aga as Une year 1800, 
more (han a cenlury ago, Twice already you yourself have received marks of 
the favour of Government, once in 1892 and again in 1807; and it gives me 
peculiar pleasure now to hand you the sanad of the atill bigher tile of Maha» 
rajak, logether with the Khilat which accompanies it, 

The honorable dislinclion you have worthily vaned, not merely by service 
In a variety of public offices, as Chairman of the Murshidabad Municipality, 
as an Honorary Magisteate, aa Member of the Legistative Council and the like, 
but still more by the loyal and devoted spirit which you have invariably dia 
playod in times of difficully and temptation, and by the influence which you 
have uniformly exerted to counteract the evil forces of sedition and to further 
the cause of law, order, and good government, I am hopeful that the influence 
will be further strengthened by Lie hoverable preferment which you have now 
received, and which I earneally hope you will live long lo enjoy, 
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The Maharajah was nominated a member of the Bengal Legislative 
Council in 1899, His speech on the amendment of the Municipal Bill 
was so masterly that it made him highly popular among his countrymen, 
and his name became a household word in every cultured family in Bengal, 
The Government too recognized in him an excellent Counsellor, He was 
elected a member of the Imperial Legislative Council in 1912, 


The superb mansion at Nashipur, in which the Maharajah generally 
“resides with his family, is a palatial building, after thé pattern of the 
Government House at Calcutta. The Maharajah is always a kind patron 
and benefactor to his subjects, for whom he has sunk wells, founded 
schools, and established a dispensary, called “The Nashipur Raj Charitable 
Dispensary.” The inhabitants of Nashipur are particularly grateful to him 
for the manifold acts of kindness which hey al all dimes have received at his 
hands. There is no public institution in Bengal with which his name is 
not associated ; and his charities are almost untounded, many thousands 
of rupees being systematically spent on them every year. 

Noted for its staunch loyalty, the Nashipur Raj family has always been 
treated by Government with special honour, and it indeed reflects great 
credit upon the Maharaja that, when the atmosphere of the country was 
surcharged with seditious discontent, he remained firmly loyal to the 
Brilish, and never allowed his own men to be guided by the empty 
vituperations of the extreme anarchists, His keen insight helped him to 
understand the political situation of the country rightly, and,to induce his 
countiymen to take an impartial view of it, he published an appeal to them, 
both in English and in Bengali, urging them to show sincere loyalty 
tothe Government and at the same timeto represent their legitimate 
aspirations respectfully, He was the first among the native princes 
and noblemen to respond to the call of the authorities for the suppression 
of anarchism in India, 

In his private life the Maharajah is a Hindu of the best type, and although 
moderate in his views, he is orthodox in all social and religious observan- 
ces, He ig endowed wilh an amiable disposition, and is uniformly 
courteous to all, Hehas a family of five sons and four daughters, The 
eldest, Maharajkumar Bhupendra Narayan Sinha, is highly intelligent and 
helps his father in many important works of the Raj. He has passed the 
Intermediate Arts Examination of the Calcutta University in the first 
Division, and is now studying for the B.A, Examination. The second, 
Maharajkumar, Nripendra Narayan Sinha, is well-behaved and sensi- 
ble, and has passed the Matriculation Examination of — the Calcutta, 


University. 


MAHARAJAN GIRIJA NATH ROY BAHADUR OF DINAJPUR 


Maharajah Girija Nath Roy Bahadur of Dinajpur cepresents an emi- 
nent and highly respected family in Bengal, founded by the well-known 
Rajah Gonesh in the middle of the fourteenth century, His ancestors 
exercised vast powers al one time as rulers of extensive tracts, Their 
deeds of valour against the neighbouring Pathan Chiefs form the subject of 
many a folktale and popular ballad still current in those parts ofthe country. 
They finally came under the suzerainty of the Imperial Court al Delhi, Sri- 
manta Dutt Choudhury, the Chief of Dinajpur, in the sixteenth century, was 
a contemporary of the Great Akbar, and his danghter was married to Hari 
Ram Ghose, Dewan to the ruler of [drakpur, Harischandra, (he son of 
Srimanta, having died without issue, lhe country passed into the hands of his 
nephew (sister's son), Rajah Sookdeb Roy, in the middle of the seventeenth 
century, The tracts then consisted of ninety-three parganas, Sookdeb 
Roy passed away in 1681, [Tis three sons, Ramdeh, Joydeb, and Pran Nath, 
ruled in succession. Pran Nath Roy, who cane to the gad? in 1687, 
was granted the tithe of Mahwraith RBuhaduy by the Imperial Court of 
Delhi, The Stee also received vast additions in bis time. On his death in 
1719, Maharajah Ram Nath Roy Bahadur, his acopted son, became the 
Chief, He was by far the most powerful of the Dinajpur culers, his estate 
extending over 126 parganas. He continued to govern with great power and 
influence until 1760, when his adopted son, Maharajah Boidya Nath Ray 
Bahadur, succeeded him, During his days a large portion of the State was 
alienated by the creation of Brahmattar tenure and other endowments, He 
died in 1780, when his widow, Maharani Saraswati,adopted Maharajah Radha 
Nath Roy Bahadur. (1 is interesting to note that the sanad from Shah 
Alam confirming the adoption was countersigned by ihe Governors 
General, Warren Hastings, for a succession fee of 780 gold mohurs. Radha 
Nath, in turn, was succeeded in 1801 by his adopted son, Govinda Nath 
who continued to be in charge of the zamindari till 1841, when his son, 
Tarak Nath, came (o the yadi, and was ruler till 1865, His widow, Maharan 
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Syammohini, adopted the present Maharajah, Girija Nath Roy Bahadur, 
who was then a little over four years of age. 

Duting his minority the estates were ably administered by his mother, 
who also looked alter his education al ihe Queen’s College, Benares, She 
was well known for her charitable disposition, and the personal title 
of Maharani was conferred on her in 1875 for her eminent services in 
connection with the great famine of 1873, It was also then that 
her son-in-law, Khettra Mohan Sinha, was given the title of Rajah by Lord 
Lytton for the valuable services rendered to her in managing the Dinajpur 
estate, After (he completion of his education under specially selected 
and able tutors, Girija Nath Koy Bahadur was placed in charge of his vast 
possessions, His management of them reflects the greatest credit on him, 
and he is one of the most respected zamindars of Bengal, For six years 
he was the Chairman of the Dinajpur Municipality. He serves on the 
Disttict Board, and is also an Honorary Magistrate, He did, good service 
as a nominated member of the Legislative Council, where his ripe know- 
ledge and wide experience secured for hima respectful heaving. He has 
been prominently connected with every public movement of his time, and 
his purse and time and labour are always at the disposal of any benehcent 
cause, [is benefactions are many: the Diamond Jubilee School, the weaving 
schvol, the Sanskrit lol, and two free dispensaries, all of which owe their 
existence lo his generosity, Al his expense the Gh tgra Canal and the Thom- 
son Canal, which have greally improved the sanitation of Dinajpur, weve 
constructed, In 1907 the personal distinction of M.ha:ajah Bahadur was 
bestowed on him, when the Lieulenant-Governor in presenting him 
with the Sanad, spoke of him as follows :— 

By your unswerving loyally, high character, readiness to give your time 
and labour to promote all useful public objects, you have gained the high esteem 
of your countrymen and the grateful recognition of the Government, It is very 
gratifying to me to be able to express, by the ceremony of to-day, the 
satisfaction with which the Government has viewed your career. 

The Maharajah who presided over the All-India Kayastha Conference, 
held at Allahabad on the 18th April 1914, in the course of his speech 
deplored the abscnce of proper moral and religious training which were 
mainly responsible for the spread of an ill-disciplined spirit and occasional 
outbreaks of political crimes, He outlined the conditions which have 
caused the decadence of the community and the steps to be taken to raise 
them. The dowry question was also referred to and the communily 
was exhorted lo remove this crying evil. 

Maharajah Girija Nath Roy Bahadur is one of the most popular 
Zamindars of Bengal, and by his age, experience, and wide knowledge 
of the world as well as by his large sympathies, has contributed much to 


the true progress of his country, 
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MAHARAJAH RAM RANJAN CHAKRAVARTY BAHADUR 
OF HETAMPORE 


Maharajah Ram Ranjan Chakravarty Bahadur of Hetampore, the 
biggest landholder in the District of Birbhum, Bengal, represents a well 
known ancient Brahmin Zamindar family, Ag his estates extend over a 
very large area from Birbhum to Deoghnr, he is considered the premier 
Zamindar in the Santhal Parganas too, 

The progenitor of the family was Muralidhar Chakravarti, who bad 
left his native land Bankura for Birbhum about 1640 A. 0,, and taken 
service under Rajah Bahadur Khan of Rajnagar. Te was succveded 
by his son, Chaitanya Charan, born in 1698 ‘The latter became an 
eminent musician, and was much favoured by the Pathan Chiefs. He 
afterwards removed to etampore at the request of Tafes Khan, the officer 
in charge of the TIetampore fort, under the Rajah of Rajnagar. Of his 
four song, Radhanath rose to be the second prominent man in the Bir 
bhum district, during the Mabomedan rule. When the downfall of 
the Mahomedan Rajahs of Birbhum commenced, he was the first to 
buy Kundahit, a zamindari of the Birbhum Raj, which was put to 
auction by the East India Company for arrears of revenue 
In his life-time he did many acts of charity and public utility. 
He died in 1825, leaving two sons, Bipracharn and Ganganarayan, 
Ganganarayan died young, aud Bipracharn, who succeeded to the 
zamindari, doubled its extent by his tact and skilful management, 
During the Santhal insurrection, he helped the Brilish in various ways 
and was able to quell the disturbance wilhin his estate; and his services 
were much appreciated by the Government of India, He had a big 
tank sunk called Gobinda Sayer, the largest reservoic in the village, and 
built a magnificent house and dedicated itto the goddess Sarasvali, which 
now serves asthe College building, Me diced in 1857 leaving his son, 
Krishna Chandra, born in 1826, as his successor, ‘I'he la{ter was very 
popular as his charity and munificence were proverbial, but passed away 
in his prime of life in 1859, 
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His son, Maharajah Ram Ranjan Chakravarty Bahadur, who succeeded 
to the esiale, was scarcely cight years old when his father died, 
During his minority the zamindari was taken under the management 
of the Court of Wards, and he was educated at first in the Calcutta 
Wards’ Institution under the supervision of Rajah Rajendra Lal Mitra, 
and later in {he Wards’ Institution at Benares, On attaining his majority 
in 1869, he assumed charge of the Raj, His aniform kindness and exemp- 
lary character, added to a religionsnature, have won many friends and 
admirers, All the Government officials, with whom he has come in con- 
tact, have known him to be an upright and generous zamindar. He grants 
ready redress to the grievances of his tenants and thus secures their good- 
will and confidence, During the great famine of 1874, he gave them 
large remissions and helped them in several other ways, The Government 
of Lord Northbrook placed on record its appreciation of Ram Ranjan 
Chakravarly’s liberality, and conferred on him the title of Rajah, Three years 
later, he won the distinction of Bahadur, To commemorate the glorious 
reign of King-Emperor Edward VU, the Rajah Bahadur spent nearly fifteen 
thousand rupees in his estates. On the occasion of the last Delhi Durbar, 
he was generous enough to place half a Jakh at the disposal of Her Most 
Gracious Majesly for any beneficent scheme of her choice, He was 
present at the Delhi Durbar of 1903 ; but he could not attend that of 1911, 
owing to ill-health, which prevented him from undertaking the long journey, 
Among the conferees of the Birthday Honours of June 1912, he obtained 
the well-merited tile of Alaharajah. He has established a Hig hSchool at 
Hetampore; he maintains {ree dispensaries of the Allopathic, Homeopathic 
and Ayurvedic syslems, and paironizes a Sanskrit fol, He has built 
two temples, one for Siva and the other for Rashbehary Jiw at 
Benares and Brindabhan, where many poor folk are daily fed, His enligh- 
tened and noble-hearted wife, Rani Padmasundari Debi, passed away 
in 1906, deeply mourned by her tenants. She had dedicated a temple to Gau- 
ranga Mahapravu, and endowed it with a large property, from the income 
of which distressed people are fed daily. A second-grade College, 
atfiliated to the Calcutta University, received at her hands a liberal 
endowment and a munificent gift, Loyally is the characteristic feature of 
the family of the Maharajah Bahadur. It was conspicuous in Bipracharan 
during the Santhal insurrection, when swadeshi riots broke out in many 
places. He put down all lawlessness with a stern hand throughout his 
zamindari and gaw that his tenants and the students of the High School and 
the College in the estate steered clear of the political movements of the time. 

The sons of Maharajah Ram Ranjan Chakravarty Bahadur are 
Maharaj Kumars Nityaniranjan, Satyaniranjan, Mahimaniranjan, Sadani- 
ranjan, and Kamalaniranjan, They are all kind, noble, and popular, 


MAHARAJAH SIR KISHEN PERSHAD BAHADUR, GG 1 By 
RETIRED PRIME MINISTER OF HYDERABAD 


The illustrious subject of this memoir, Maharajah Sir Kishen Pershad 
Bahadur, G.C.1 E, retired Prime Minister of Hyderabad, traces his descent 
from an ancient family at Delhi, a member of which had accompanied 
one ofthe early Nizams to Hyderabad. He and several of his successors 
served the Nizams holding humble offices, ‘The last of them who 
rose {o prominence was Rajah Chandu Lal, born in 1766, He 
commenced service in the Customs and Excise Departments, and later 
worked under Azim-ul-Umara and Mir Alam, When the latter became 
Prime Minister in 1804, Rajah Chandu Lal held the most responsible 
position of Confidential Assistant, After two year's, he was appointed 
Peshkar or Deputy, and Vinance Minister, a post which subsequently 
became hereditary in the family. In £908 Mir Alam passed away, and 
Rajah Chandu Lal was elevated to the Ministry, He was an officer of 
temarkable talents, wilh an extraordinarily retentive memory and indefatig« 
able energy, and was conversant with the most minute details of every 
branch of ihe service. He resigned his office in 1843, when his nephew, 
Rajah Ram Buksh, succeeded him. After him came Maharajah Naraindar 
Pershad, the paternal grandfather of Maharajah Kishen Pershad, 
Maharajah Naraindar Pershad was a member of the Council of Regency 
during the minority of the late Nizam, 

Mahatajah Kishen Peishad was born on the 28th January 186d, and is 
now inthe prime of his life, As stated above he is a descendant 
of an aristociatic and illustrious family, which produced, during the 
halcyon days of Hyderabad, men remarkable for great integrity, sterling 
honesty, and extreme piety, Maharajah Naraindar Pershad gave his 
grandson an excellent training in his younger days, and he pursued his 
studies, with assidutly and intelligence, in Arabic and Persian under tutors 
of exdeptional abilities, Even as a buy he gave proof of his pioliciency 
in those languages. He attended the Madrassa-i-Alia, that is, the school 
for the children of the noblemen at Hydetabad, and studied English, He 
next learned Telugh and Mahratll, As a student, he showed a great 
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aptitude for learning poetry in Persian and Urdu, and in course of time 
he was able to compose verses himself, Even as a prose writer he acquired 
the reputation of producing works with singular ease, lucidity, and 
charm. His poems were excellent in matter and form. Besides pub~ 
lishing several books and pamphlets, he edited two journals, one entitled 
Dub Duba-i-Asafi, and the other Maboob-11-Kalam in verse, Be it «said to 
his credit that THis late Highness the Nizam Mir Mahbub Ali Khan 
Bahadur, who was well known for his scholaiship in Peisian, wasa 
regulat contributor to the laticr journal, The verses composed by the 
young nobleman were submitted to the Nizam for approval, before they 
were put in print; and this act won for the former the distinction of She- 
gird.i. Khas-Asaf-Fah (the special pupil of His Highness), au honour seldom 
conferred by the Nizams of Hyderabad on their subjects, and great 
valuc was, therefore, atlached to it, 

In 1892 the hereditary post of Peshkar was conferred on 
Rajah Kishen Pershad by H, H, the late Nizam, with the title 
Rajayan-isnRajah Maharajah Bahadur, which bis forefathers had 
enjoyed, The jaghirs of his matemal grandfather descended to Maha. 
rajah Kishen Pershad, and they yield him annually several lakhs 
of rupees, As one of the senior nobles of the State, he cxercises 
full civil and criminal powers over his tenants. In 1882, during the 
absence of Nawab Sw Vikar-ul-Uimara Bahadur from the State, Maharajah 
Kishen Pemhad acted as Prime Minister for nearly a month, From 1893 
lo 1901, he did ample justice to the dual functions of Peshkar and Mili- 
tary Minister, On the retirement of Sir Vikar-ul-Umara Babadur in 1901, 
Maharajah Kishen Pershad Bahadur was appointed Prime Minister, with 
the title Panin-us-Sullanat. In (9083 he obtained the distinction of K, C, 
I, ,, and seven years laler, he was creaied a G,C. 1, I. After the death 
of H, A, the Nizam Mir Mahbub Ali Khan Bahadur, H. E. the Viceroy 
Lord Hardinge, was present at Hyderabad to invest the present Nizam 
with administrative powers. Before leaving that cily, His Excellency 
addressed the following leller to Maharajah Sir Kishen Pershad :— 

You have had heavy responsibilities here in the past, and it rejoices me to 
think that you won and retained the confidence of Ifis late [lighness, 1 feel 
assured that you will be oqually successful with Tis llighness the present 
Nizam, and I earnestly wish you all success in your efforts to guide and advise 
him in the best interests of the State in tho many and difficult pioblems that 
awalt solution: 

Maharajah Sir Kishen Pershad Bahadur, G,C.LIZ,retired fiom his office 
of Prime Minister on the 11th July 1912, but conlinues to work as Peshkar, 
There are no two opinions about his success in the highest office held by 
him under H. HL. the late Nizam and the present ruler, 


THE HONOURABLE MAHARAJAH 
SIR RAMESHWARA SINGH BAHADUR, G. & L ‘8, 
OF DARBHANGA 


The subject of this sketch, the Wonourable Maharajah Sir Rameshwara 
Singh Bahadur, KC. 1, E., was born on the 16th January 860, at Dar- 
bhanga, He comes of an ancient and high Mithila Brahmin family of great 
vedic repute, He is the youngest of the {ree sons of Maharajali Maheshwara 
Singh Bahadur, the eldest of whom had died in his father’s life-time, and the 
second was the lafe Mahatajah Sit Lakshmeshwata Singh, GCGLE, During 
their minority, the Ray was placed under the management of the Court 
of Wards, They were educated al Darbhanga, al Muzaffarpore, and at 
Queen's College, Benares, after having been for sometime under the private 
tuition of an emment educationist, Mr. Chester Macnaughten, As 
a student, the Mahatajah showed rare intelhgence and capacily, and gave 
promise of fulure grcatness. 

The Darbhanga Raj is an ancient and imparuible one, gutted in the 
sixteenth century to Shriman Mahesh Thakur with the tille of Rajah, for his 
great leaning, piety, and high character, by Akbar, the greatest of the 
Moghul Emperors, The conditions imposed on the Rajahs of Darbhanga 
for the continuance of their possessions were thal they should rule justly, 
relieve the distressed, and try to ameliotate the peasantry, All these 
injunctions have been faithfully carried out from generation to generation, 
The Darbhanga Raj, at one time, was so very extensive that il occupied 
the area between the Ganges and the Kosi, consisting of the Districts of 
Muaaffarpore, Darbhanga, and Champaan ; but the former Rajahs were 
generous cnough to give away a large portion of the estate to other 
Zamindars, 

When his elder brother suceceded to the gad, the present Maharajah 
buill a palace at Raynagar and lived there, Wath a view to being trained 
in public duties, he accepted in 1878, under Lord Lytton, an appomt 
ment in the Statutory Civil Service and acted in the capacity af an Assist 
ant and also Joint Magistrate in Darbhanga, Chapia, and Bhagalpore, His 
judgments, replete with high legal lore, were considered sound and able, 
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and hisadministration of justice gave entire satisfaction to the litigious 
public and to the Government, Te was appointed in 1885 a member of 
the Bengal Legislative Council, He resigned Government service in the 
same year and turned his attention lo the management of his own estates 
with the result that macked improvements were effected everywhere under 
his efficient control, {n recognition of his brilliant career as a public 
officer, and as an estate manager, the ltle of Rajah Bahadur was con- 
ferred upon him on the 27th May 1886, wilh the special privilege of 
exemption from attendance in civil courts. 


On the death of his elder brother in December 1893, he was installed 
on the gadi, when the personal distinction of Maharajah Bahadur was 
conferred upon him. He was returned to the Supreme Legislative 
Council as arepresentative of (he non-official members of the Bengal 
Legislative Council in the place of his deceased brother, which honout 
wag repealed four times, He was awarded the Kaisar-i-Hind Gold 
Medal in 1900, Of the two Indian Members of the Police Commission 
that sat in 1902, he bad the honour of being one and travelled 
all over Indta, and his work was well appreciated, He was created a 
KC. [i iu i002, and the hereditary tie of Maharajah Bahaduy was 
conferred tpon him in 1907, He is the President of the British Indian 
Association, Caloulla, the Life-President of the Bharata Dharma Maha. 
mandal and of many other associations including the All-India Rehgious 
Association of Hindus Under his capable guidance, the Maha- 
mandal has made considerable progtess, has secured large funds, owns a 
big house at Benares, publishes magazines in different languages, and 
docs very useful work in diffusing religious knowledge, He is a 
member of the India amine Trust. He is the sole trustee of the 
Caleulta Mahakali Pathasala, the first institution in Bengal to impart 
religious education to girls on national tines, and towards its upkeep the 
Darbhanga Raj has been liberally contributing from the very commence- 
ment, ‘I'he services rendered by {he Maharajah Bahadur as President of 
the Receplion Committee on the occasion of the visit of Their Royal 
Highnesses the Prince and Princess of Wales to Calcutta in 1906 were very 
praiseworthy; and he was generous enough to place at their disposal the 
munificent sum of a lakh of rupees to commemorale the event ina 
suitable manner. Their Royal Highnesses were pleased to give it away to 
the Medical College Hospital, and to the Lady Dufferin Hospital Fund, 


Soon after the atrocities committed by Khudiram al Muzaflarpore, in 
1910, the Maharajah repaired to the scene of their occurrence, and, with 
all the emphasis at his command, denounced the abominable deed, al the 
risk of his own life, and started the Hindu Association with a view to sweep 
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away all indications of anarchy and sedition, to foster loyally to Govern. 
ment, to advance Hindu interests in a foyalimauner, and to promote antity 
and goudwill between Hindus and other communities, The Behar 
Hindu Association, of which he wis President, convened a grand pub. 
lic meeting of the Hindus of Behar, al Muzaffarpore, condemned most 
vehemently the prevailing tendency lo anarchy and sedilion, and set on foot 
a Loyal League under his guidance to prevent the spread of disaffection 
in Behar. The All-India Hindu Association and the Punjab Hindu 
Sabha owe their existence to him. In pursuance of the suggestion 
of the Maharajah Bahadur, H. H. the Agha Khan held the Hindu-Maho- 
medan Conferencein 1910, al Allahabad instead of al Bombay, as had 
been originally arranged. ‘The Maharajah Bahadur took an active part in 
it, and thus enhanced its success, 

He is the founder and principal Director of the Bengal National 
Bank at Calcutta, He is keenly interested in the Panchayat System, and 
is the President of the Behar Panchayal Association, In recognition of 
his princely donation of two anda half lakhs of rupees to the Calcutta 
University, part of which has been utilised in the construction of a fing 
library, called “the Darbhanga House,” he was inade an ordinary 
Fellow of the Calcutta University, He has established an English High 
School, and a Girls’ School at Darbhanga ; a Sauskrit College 
in thal city, and one al Benares, and eight vernacular middle 
schouls in various parts of his estale, His handsome monthly subgerip» 
tion of Rs, 500 to the Muzaffarpore B, 13, College at a most erilical period 
of its history saved it from being reduced to a second-grade College. He 
is the President of the Calcutta Sangita Samaj as well as of many other 
philanthropic associations scallered throughout India, all of which are 
receiving his liberal patronage, He maintains a large General Hospital 
and a Lady Dufferin Hospital at Darbhanga, and one hospital and nine 
dispensaries scattered over his estate. He has an excellent stud, which is 
taken care of by two European Veterinary Surgeons. 

He is the leader of the Maithi] Brahmins, over whom he wields undis- 
puted power, and is the final appellate authority in all caste dispules. 
He is an excellent scholar in English, Sanokvit, Persian, Urdu, Hindi, and 
Bengali; He is held in the highest estimation, and is looked upon as 
their guide by the whole of Hindu India, He has a splendid library which 
consists of a fine collection of mostly [nglish and Sanskril books 
and which receives a regular addition every month, He has made 
a apecial study of esoteric Hinduism and can unriddle its cnigmas, 
unravel its mysteries, and explain the rationale of Hindu customs and 
rites with the profound knowledge al his command, He is a man of 
intense spitituality and devoutly performs hia religious observances with- 
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out regard to the great inconvenicnce entailed thereby, In the 
beginning of 1912, he performed the Chatuscharma Fagna in con- 
nection with the dedication of a big tank dug out at Madhubani, for 
which he had to spend a large sum and undergo much bodily trouble. 
Such a Faguva has not been performed during the last two centuries, He 
has travelled all over India visiting the sacred shrines, including the twelve 
Jyolirlingams, four Dhamas, and seven Puris, He helps hundreds of 
Brahmins by employing (hem in different places to perform religious 
ceremonies, He personally supervises the working of all the departments 
of the Raj, and attends to the estate correspondence daily for nearly five 
hours at a stretch, 


He is remarkably patient and never gets oul of temper even if his 
menials should commil the gravest of faulls. He annnally cele- 
brates with due solemnity and at considerable expense Ganesh Puja, 
Indra Puja, and Durga Puja, accompanied by a variety of entertainments, 
which allract large crowds from places far and wide, At Darbhanga, 
every year a fate, called Shri Rameshwar Mangala, is held in his honour, 
which contributes to the delight and amusement of many thousands 
of people of all ranks and classes, He has a splendid palace at Rajnagar 
in the Darbhanga District, built ata cost of twenty-four lakhs of rnpees— 
the finest example of the magnificent oriental architecture in Bengal since 
the Moghul period, ‘The palace is grand and picturesque and is superbly 
furnished, It is filled with electric lights, fans, telephones, lifts, water- 
pipes, hammams, fountains, and other scientific appliances, He has con- 
structed temples at Darbhanga, Bankipore, Benares, Kamakhya, Kharag- 
pore, and olher places, and has at great expense restored or reconstructed 
the temples destroyed by carthquake in the Kamakhya, Sylhet, and Kangra 
Valleys, Te is at present engaged in the construction of a marble temple 
at Rajnayar, which will cost him many lakhs, 


The Maharajah Bahadur presided over many important public 
functions, numbering not less than a hundred, held at different places, 
as Calculla, Darbhanga, Muzaffarpore, Benares, Allahabad, Lahore, 
and Meerul, and at each of them he delivered weighty and 
eloquent speeches which were admired as embodying sound views 
and counsels of wisdom, The most prominent of them were the 
memorable sittings of Sri Bharat Dharma Mahamandala at Delhi, 
Calentia, and Allahabad, the last heing attended by no less a personage 
than Sri Sankaracharyaji of Puri: the first and second sessions of the Par- 
liament of Religions held at Calcutta in 1909, and at Allahabad in 19103 
the first sitting of the All-India Brahmana Conference, and the Industrial 


Conference, both at Lahore in 1909 It was he who, on the demise 
o 
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of His Majesty King-Zmperor Fdward VII, successfully organised a grand 
Hindu mourning procession at Calcutta and led il from the city to the 
mardan, where he made a memorable speech expressing the great grief of 
the Hindus at the death of their beloved King, and sumptuously feasted a 
vast multitude of the poor. 

The Darbhanga Raj has always been profuse in charities of all: kinds, 
particularly the religious ones, and the present Maharajah has fully kept 
up this noble tradition. The most prominent of his benefactions 
have been to the following institutions: Victoria Memorial fospital, 
Rs. 84,000; Famine Relief Fund (1900), Rs. 1,50,000 5 Queen Victoria 
Memorial Fund, Rs, 1,00,000; Calcutta Univelsily, Rs, 2,50,000 ; 
Bharata Dharma Mahamandal, Rs. 25,000; King Edward Memorial 
Fund (Bengal), Rs, 100,000; Patna Municipality, Rs, 25,000; and 
investment for Anathalaya, Rs, 1,00,243. In times of famine, he granted 
large remissions of rent to the 1yots besides spending liberally on relief 
works of public utility. He has placed all lovers of Hinduism under a 
deep debt of gratitude by his princely gift of five lakhs of rupees to the 
Hindu University scheme, as it is the biggest sum yet given for the purpose, 
He is now at the head of the whole movement, andit is hoped that, under 
his leadership, the Hindu University will soon become an accomplished 
fact, When H. H, the Agha Khan subscribed Rs, 5,000 to the Hindu 
University, the Maharajah Bahadur sanctioned Rs, 20,000 to the Mahome- 
dan University, which proved beyond doubt that the two communities 
were mutually friendly and wished each other's advancement. [ie gave 
Rs, 25,000 to the Calcutta Imperial Reception Fund, and as President of 
the Pageant Sub-Committee, he twice visiled Simla to consult General 
Drummond on the subject, and took great pains to make ita success, In 
recognition of his services in connection with the Calcutta Pageant, His 
Majesty the King-Emperor was pleased to present an autograph photo to 
him in person, Since the advent of the present Maharajah, the Darbhanga 
Raj bas spent the following sums in round numbers for public goods 
Pension, Rs. 3,04,200 ; Donation, Rs, 12,07,200 ; Charities, Rs. 8,55,800 ; 
Subscriptions, Rs, 2,75,000 ; Religious Buildings, Rs, 2,53,600 } Public 
Ulilily, Rs. 2,11,000. If we add to these the Famine and Anathalaya 
Investment Funds and his donations to the Hindu Universily amounting 
to another sixteen lakhs, the grand total will swell inlo the magnificent 
sum of Rs, 42,438,400, 

His estates are situated in tho Districts of Muzaffarpore, Darbhanga, 
Monghyr, Bhagalpore, Purneah, Gaya, and Patna, and algo in Asgam, 
There are in the Raj nearly fifteen European Sub«Managers and 
Factory Managers under a Kuropean General Manager. He owns fine 
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palatial buildings at Darjeeling, Simla, Allahabad, Benares, Purneah, Mu- 
zaffarpore, and other places. He has established a Bank at Darbhanga, 
He possesses a large and fine collection of jewellery, including such historic 
gems as the Dholepur Crown and the Nepal garland. 

Me has three children : the Maharaj Kumari was born in 1905; the 
senior Maharaj Kumar, the heit-apparent, Kameshwar Singh, in 1907; and 
the junior Maharaj Kumar, Vishweshwar Singh, in 1908, 

Me has been instrumental in starting a well-conducted Hindi weekly 
paper, which is published at Darbhanga, under the name of Mithilamihir. 
He is an expert at chess, anda fine player at rackets, 

To promote the interest of the Hindu University he has toured in 
many places with success, and is the President of ils governing body. He 
has been made a Member of the Executive Council of the Province of 
Behar and Orissa, which he accepted at great personal sacrifice He has 
frequently given excellent parlics at his residences in Darbhanga and Cal- 
cutta, he most notable among them being those in honour of Lord Curzon) 
Mr.Dadabhai Naoroji, Sir Edward Baker, and His Highness the Agha Khan, 
When he went to Delhi (o be present at the last Coronation Durbar, 
Hindus, Jains and Mahomedans, in a body, accorded him a grand recep. 
tion at the Railway Station, It was then that he, under the instructions 
of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor of the Panjab, organised a 
vast and brilliant Hindu procession consisting of the leaders of different 
Hindu secls, and distinguished Pandits, including Sti Sankaracharyaji, 
who all came in response to his invilaltion and joined the procession for the 
purpose of offering prayers for the welfare of Their Imperial Majesties, 
In the morning of the JGth December 1911, the representatives of the 
Hindus, Mahomedans, and Sikhs, who had taken part in the prayers were 
introduced by the Lieutenant-Governor to Their Imperial Majesties at 
the Royal Camp, and the Maharajah Bahadur, as their leader, was 
the first to enjoy that privilege and honour, 

Here we will take leave of the public career of one whose life is full 
of interest, instruction, and encouragement, It may be mentioned that in 
the present post as well as in all the other official positions which it has 
been the lot of Maharajah Sir Rameshwara Singh Bahadur to occupy, he 
has always been credited with a great talent for work, and a determination 
to make himself master of the minulest details connected with any office 
held by him, His strenuous inlellectual cxercise, his  extraordi- 
nary patience, and his consummate tact make him tower high above all 
his compecrs, [Ho has a long prospect of usefulness before him as a 
leader of Hindu India, and his talents cannot fail to be of substantial 
benefit lo the counlry. 


MALARAJAH SIR VENKATA SWETA CHALAPATHI 
RANGA ROW BAHADUR, G. C1. E,, 
OF BOBBILI 


Bobbili, an ancient zamindari, in the Vizagapwlam District of the 
Madras Presidency, covers an area of 920 squate miles, and comprises 202 
villages, seventy agraharams, and six mokhasas, It has a rent-roll of about 
six lakhs, the Government dues being nearly alakh and a half. The chief 
town, Bobbili, is situated atacislance of seventy miles noith-west of 
Vizagapalam., The Bobbili family belongs to the tribe known as Velama 
Doras, who, according to the historian Orme, “esteem themselves the 
highest blood of Native Indians next to the Brahmins, equal to the Rajputs, 
and support this pre-eminence by the haughtiest observances, insomuch 
that the breath of a different religion, and even of the meaner Indians, 
requires ablution.” The men of this race are, as a rule, well-built and of 
a wat-like disposition. 

Nirvana Rayappa, the fifteenth Rajah of Venkatagiri, who had 
accompanied Sher Mahomed Khan, the Nawab of Chicacole, on his 
march against Vizagapalam, obtained from him, for services rendered, 
the Rajam estate, where he built a fort which he designated Beb- 
booly (the royal tiger), in honour of his patron, Sher (tiger), ‘The name 
has since been corrupted into Bobbili, Rajah = Nirvana Rayappa 
made his son, Lingappa, ruter of Bobbili, and proceeded ta Venkatagiri, 
The title of Ranga Rao (Victor in Battle) and twelve villages were con. 
ferred in perpetuity on Rajah Lingappa by the Emperor of Delhi for 
the part he had played in rescuing a son of Sher Mahomed Khan, who bad 
been imprisoned by a fituridar, while on a hunting excursion, In 1756 the 
disorderly behaviour of some of the Polegars in the Vizagapatain District 
called for measures of repression, when M, Bussy marched with a force 
to restore order, On his arrival he was informed that the Chief of Bobbili 
was the instigator of all disturbances, Before allacking him, M, Bugsy 
offered him pardon for the past and land of equal value elsewhere, if he 
would abandon his ancestral estate, but the offer was refused. The attack 
on the fort of Bobbili is one of the most remarkable in Indian history, 
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Suifice it to say that there was a regular slaughter of the defenders of the 
fort, and when M, Bussy entered it as victor, an old man crept from a hut 
and presented to him a child, Chinna Ranga Row, asthe son of the 
dead chief, M. Bussy invested Chinna Ranga Row with the chiefship of 
the lands that had been offered to his fathers One of his successors, 
Rajah Sweta Chalapathi Ranga Row Bahadur, was very helpful to the 
British Government in apprehending the fituridars who had rebelled in the 
Ganjam and Vizagapatam Districls, He passed away in 1862, and was 
succeeded by bis adopted son, Rajah Sitarama Ranga Row Bahadur, who 
survived the clevation for only hve years, After him, his widow, Rani 
Lakshmi Chellayamma, managed the estate. She wasa large-hearted 
and charitably-disposed Jady; for during the terrible famine of 
1873 in Bengal, she sent to that country paddy to the value of half a lakh 
to relieve the distressed. For this noble act the Government of India 
conferred on her the personal distinction of Raui, She was very useful to 
the British during the rebellion at Baster, In 1872 she adopted the 
present Maharajah, Sir Venkata Swela Chalapathi Ranga Row Bahadur, 
G, C, 1, &,, the third of the sons of the late Rajah of Venkatagiri. 

He was born on the 8th September 1862 at Venkatagiri, He received 
his education under the late Dr, Marsh for more than three years, In 
1880 he had a bereavement in the death of his wife, afler giving birth 
to ason, the Kumara Rajah of Bobbili, Afler a short time, he married 
his deceased wife's sister. Ee was installed on the gadi of his ancestors in 
November 1881, Ho at once raised the Middle Schoo! at Bobbili to a 
High School, established a poor house, and started an association for the 
discussion of subjects of public utility. ‘Iwo years later, Sir ME, Grant 
Dull, Governor of Madras, who visited Bobbili, described it as “a clean and 
well-kept town, furnished with all the appliances of Anglo-Indian civilisa- 
tion—schools, hospitals, and what not—all within a walk of the remains 
of the old Fort, where 126 years ago was enacted one of the most ghastly 
stories which ever Indian history had {to record,” In 1883 the Rajah’s 
second wile died in childbed. In 1887 he commemorated the Jubilee of 
the Queen-Kimpress Victoria by establishing a market at Bobbili, called 
“The Vicloria Market.” In 1888, after a lengthy correspondence, the 
Government of Madras recognised the hereditary title of Rajah which 
had been enjoyed by his ancestors. The same year he married the 
present Maharani, In April 1898, he left for England; and he had the 
privilege of paying his loyal respects to Her Majesty, who presented him 
with her autograph photo. He interviewed all the royal personages, and 
visited Paris, Lucerne, Venice, Florence, and Rome, In 1894, in comme. 
moration of his English tour, he built a hall, known as “ ‘The Victoria Town 
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Hall,” the foundation-stone of which was laid by His Excellency Lord 
Wenlock, Governor of Madrag, who, at the entertainment got up in bis 
honour, proposed the health of the Maharajah and said i 

Here is a town and an estate administered in the most excellent and most 
practical manner, I gather, from every source which is open to me to obtain 
information from, thal the people of this country are happy and enjoying them- 
selves in quiet and prosperity, and that you keep a special watch and special 
guard over their interests ina most special manner, On behalf of the Govern- 
ment I can only express my sincere thanks for the manner in which you look 
after all those in whom you are interested, and amongst whom your work is caal, 
The ceremony that I had the honour of being present at this afternoon was a 
specially interesting one, as it was one commemorating the visil which you 
yourself paid to Her Majesty the Queen-lémpress, when you were in England; 
it is one which will band down to posterity a record of that visit, and especially 
of the loyal spitit which was predominating in your own mind at the time when 
you paid your visit to that country, 


In 1895 the distinction of K, C. 1 E, was conferred on bin, 
when he made a remission of Rs, 30,000 to his tenants, He endowed 
two beds in the Victoria Casle and Gosha Hospital, one called after 
Lady Elgin, and the other after Lady Wenlock, In 1896 he was nomi- 
nated to a scat in the Legislative Council, I'wo years later, he 
was re-nominated, when he expressed his vicws against the ‘Tenancy 
Bill to the satisfaction of his constituents, During the famine of 1896-7, 
he subscribed Rs, 10,000 to the Indian Famine Relief Fund, spent about 
a quarter of a lakh on irrigation works, and supplied grain at a very low 
rate to the zamin servants and lo the poor of all classes, He won 
the personal distinction of Maharajah in 1899, In 1902 he represented the 
aristocracy of Southern India at the Coronation of His Majesty King 
Edward VIL in England. When the reformed Council was inaugurated in 
1910, he was selected by the Madras Government to be the first Indian 
Member of the Executive Council, He was ercated a G, C,1. I. at the Delhi 
Durbar of 1911, He isa life-member of the Royal Asiatic Society, and of 
the East India Association, and is Vice.President of the Madras Landhol- 
ders’ Association, and President of the Madras Imperial League. 


Out of the salary drawn by the Maharajah ag an Executive Member, he 
gave the major portion to the King Edward Memorial Fund, and made 
over the remainder for the construction of the Lawley Institute al Ootaca- 
mund, which is a residential club, where both visitors and residents, irres- 
pective of castle, have privale accommodation for themselves and their 
servants, besides rooms for reading and billiards and other in-door recreas 
tions and outside courts, for tennis, badminton, cle, Al the foundation- 
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stone-laying ceremony of the Institute, on the 15th September 1911, the 
Maharajah said i— 


You know I was a member of Council for nearly a year, during which 
period I drow the usual salary, and wanted to utilise the amount for some 
useful or charitable purposes. I regret very much that I was unable to conti- 
nue in office till lhe endof the term, When L accepted this important post I 
had distinctly in my heart lwo main feelings. Firstly, I felt it was my duty to 
serve the country, and, secondly, I trusted it would be a great inducement to 
younger Zamindars to fit themselves for such a responsible post. I need not 
remind you, gentlemen, thal it is the duty of men of my rank and position to 
serve the Government, not for considerations of self-interest, but for the good 
of the country, While I was thinking as to how the salary I drew should be 
utilised, it struck me that a portion of it should be associated with the name ot 
the Governor in who-e term of office I had the honour of serving the Govern- 
ment, Consequently, I approached the Governor on Lhe subject and obtained 
his most kind permission to do so, When I was here last year in my official 
capacity, I saw the great inconvenience felt by the Indian gentry, official and 
non-official, in procuring quarters at this place when they came here on short 
leave, to lay their representations before the heads of the Departments of the 
Government, and felt thatsomething should be done to meet this inconvenience. 


On the 18th July 1011, the Maharajah completed the thirtieth year of 
his administration of the affairs of his zamindari, From the 18th July 1881. 
to the 18th July 1911, the income of the eslate was Rs, 1,67,27,459, and the 
expenditure Rs, 1,62,69,425, leaving a small credit balance of Rs, 4,58,034, 
The sum of Rs, 9, 12,488 was foregone in remissions to ryots and ordinary 
debtors. An oullay of Rs, 7,04,892 was made on buildings including the 
Samasthanam High School, the Bobbili Victoria Town Hall, the Victoria 
Diamond Jubilee ‘own Hall at Vizagapatam, a Poor House, the Victoria 
Market, and the Women’s Hospital at Bobbili, and the Edward Town Hall 
al Parvathipore, ‘The suis paid {to schools, charitable institutions, 
subscriptions, and donations, went up to Rs. 9,48,717, Under this head 
come the Maharajah’s High Schvol at Bobbili, supported entirely by the 
Mabarajah himself, the Maharanee’s Caste Girls’ School, and the Bobbili 
Choultry, Rs. 19,110 were expended in endowing beds in the Victoria 
Caste and Gosha Hospital, Madras; Rs, 20,090 in subscriptions to various 
Queen Victoria Memorials in Madras; and Rs, 9,733 contributed to the 
King Edward Vil Memorial Funds, 

‘The Maharajah cnjoys the blessing of a large family of sons and 
grandsons, He is hold in high esteem by his numerous friends, both Euro- 
pean and Indian, fle has many more years of useful, beneficent, and 
aclive life before him, 


THE HONOURABLIE MAIHARAJAH 
SIR RAVANESHWAR PRASAD SINGH BAHADUR, KC. 11, 
OF GIDHOUR 


Gidhour is one of the most ancient places in India, Gridhravata, the 
spot consecrated {o the trident-bearing God, is mentioned as one ol the 
sacred places by Pulastya in the Mahabharata and by the Buddhist pilgrims 
from China in the third century A. D, 

The most important relic of the Hindu supremacy is the phallic 
emblem of Baidyanath, which has existed ever since the great Epic age, The 
temple standing over the far-fathed Shivaic emblem, was built by an 
ancestor of the present Maharajah Bahadur of Gidhour, Of the Buddhistic 
period there exist traces in (he form of a Buddhistic monastery built an the 
Gidhour hills; bul {ue most interesting relic of the age consists of the 
ruins of a fortiication and of a Buddhistic stupa in some slate of 
preservation, The walls of the fortification which are extant even now 
at the foot of the Gichour hills, and over which five horsemen can ride 
abreast, remind us of the innovations of the Mahomedan period, 

The two Sanskrit words ‘Gridhra’ and ‘Vata’ sland for the corres. 
ponding Hindi words ‘Gidh’ and ‘Var', But ‘V’ is’ pronounced 
‘oan Hindi, Henee the combination of ‘Gidh’ and Var’ hag changed 
into ‘Gidhour’in Hindi, It is therefore plain thal the “Gridhravata” of 
the ancient Hindus, the “Gridhrakula” of the Buddhistic period, and the 
contracted “ Gidlour” of the Mahomedan and }rilish periods are one and 
the same place, 

The Gidhour Raj is  situaled on the mountain fastnesses of 
Behar, belween Bengal proper and the Uniled Provinces, and embraces 
an area of about 50 square miles, with a population of aearly 300,000, 
The present family of Gidhour are Lunar Rajpuls of the Chandaif 
Clan, who trace their descent from the Chandails driven oul of Mahoba by 
Prithvi Raj Choban, the last Hindu Emperor of Delhi, Asa result oi the 
conquest, the Chandail Chiefs set out to seek (heir fortunes elsewhere, and 
established the Chandail principalities of Agori, Barhar, Buidi, and 
Bijaigarh, all in the Central Province, A Chandail king iy said to have 
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bronght into the field 86,000 cavalry and 45,000 infantry, supported by 
640 elephants; but a fuller account of the Chandail Chiefs can be found 
in the Archeological Suivey Repoits by General Cunningham, and the 
particulars and incidents of the war are recorded in the Prithvi Raj Rasa 
by the bard, Chand. 

Tradition has it thatthe younger brother of the Chief of Burdi, 
Bir Biltam Singh, who was a burden on the family resources, keenly felt his 
awkward position, Musing over it, he fell into a dream, in which he 
saw the god Shiva who drew the three lines of ashes, or the “ Tripundra,” 
across his forehead, and directed him io undertake a pilgrimage to Bai~ 
dyanath. In accordance with this dream, he undertook the pilgrimage 
with some followers, and, having conquered the “Dooshad” Rajah of 
Gidhour, the aboriginal Chief of the hill tiibes, established a separate 
principalily there for himself in 1066 A. D, 

Thus it was a love of adventure and conquest that caused the 
present family of Gidhour to leave their homes in Upper India and settle 
in Behar, During the Mahomedan rule they played no mean part; and to 
the British rule thal succeeded il, they have stood loyal, The history 
of the Raj was comparatively uneventful until the reign of Akbar, 
when Rajah Puran Mal of Gidhour, the eighth in descent from Bir Bikram, 
the founder of the Raj, was reckoned one of the most powerful Chiefs of 
Behar. Many pious acls are attributed to him: he is said to have built several 
temples, the grandest of all being the far-famed temple of Baidyanath 
which bears an inacriplion to the effect that “ the temple was erected in 
Saka 1517 (1805 A.D) by Puranmal, the ‘ Nripati’ of pure mind and 
untarnished qualities.” 

According to the Ain-i-Akbari; the Rajahs of Gidhour were required 
to furnish 259 horse and 10,000 foot, whenever required for Imperial 
purposes, In 1068 Hijri, Rajah Dalan Singh obtained a firman from 
the Emperor Shajahan for espousing the cause of Prince Dara and 
helping the royal army that had been gent against his brother, Prince 
Shuja, “It behoves him (Rajah Dalan Singh) now to proceed to the 
exalted Court with a body of his own sowars and infantry in order that 
they may participate in the festivities, ’’ 

"The above quotation is the English rendering of an extract from one 
of the firmans that still adorn the archives of the Gidhour Raj family. All 
these do clearly show the glory and the high rank enjoyed by the Chiefs 
of Gidhour, 

Five generations after, in 1798, the British Government recognised 
Rajah Gopal Singh as Chief, and since then the rulers of Gidhour have 
stoad as staunch and active supporters of the British cause, In the middie 
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of the last century, Maharajah Jaimongal Singh Bahadur of Gidhour, 
grandson of Rajah Gopal Singh, rendered valuable services first in the 
suppression of the Santal rebellion of L884, and, secondly, in the far more 
sanguinary Sepoy Mutiny of 1857, in quelling which he played a 
conspicuous part and thereby evinced his devoled loyalty to the British 
Throne, His services were gratefully acknowledged by the Government, 
and his loyalty was rewarded in many ways, more especially by the suh- 
stantial grant of a Jaghir. The benign Government, however, did not, 
gtop here, but bestowed on him the honour of the Most Exalted Order of 
the Knight Commander of iho Star of India, the Maharajah Bahadur 
being the first nobleman in Behar to gain that distinction. 

Maharajah Sir Jaimongal Singh Bahadur, IK.C,S.1, was a Persian 
scholar and a man of great public spirit’ He made imany improvements 
and added fresh eriitorics, The charilable deeds of this prince, not to 
speak of those done dming the famine of 1874, were much appreciated 
by all, His life was devoted to the general good, and his {rue philanthropic 
spirit was shown in the magnificent gift to the Hast Indian Railway of 
the land required by it for the Chord line, 

Subsequently in 1877 at the Imperial Assemblage of Delhi, which 
Maharajah Sir Jaimongal Singh Bahadur, K.C,S.1., was invited to attend, 
the title of “Maharajah Bahadut” was made hereditary in the family, He 
was also present at the landing in Calentta of Mis Royal Highness 
the Prince of Wales, (afterwards King Edward VII), who treated bim 
with marked distinction, 

In 1867 Maharajah Sir Jaimongal Singh Bahadur, K.C.S.1L, finding 
the inevilable end approaching, installed according to ihe custom of the 
family, his eldest son, Maharaj Kumar Shiva Prasad Singh, on the gadt and 
retired. His Excellency the Viceroy Karl Mayo, paid a gracious visit to 
the retired Maharajah at Gidhour. Sir Jaimongal Singh died on the 28th 
August 1881, Mahatajah Shiva Prasad Singh Bahadur was also a Sanskrit 
and Persian scholar and was well yersed in English, He did not Jong 
survive his father: he died in 1885, During this short period, his kind 
heart and gentle disposition had go endeared him to his people that to the 
present day his memory is held in great respect and estecm, 

‘The present Maharajah, the Hon'ble Sir Ravaneshwar Prasad Singh 
Bahadur, K, C. 1, B,, is the eldest son of the late Maharajah, and 
the twenty-second in descent from the founder of the house, He 
was born in 1860 and brought up under the experienced eye of his great 
grandfather, Maharajah Sir Jaimongal Singh Bahadur. 

Great care was taken to give him an allcound education, He was 
taught English, Sanskrit’ and Persian, He was trained {o respect the tradi- 
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tions of his real house and the ancient religion of his forefathers, In 
addition to them he was given a special training in the minuliw of estale 
management, 

Ife was installed on the gadéi on Friday the 18th September 1885, 
The Khillal was conferred on him, as successor to the hereditary title of 
Maharajah Bahadur, at Bhagalpur, on the 28h August 1886, by Sir Rivers 
A. Thomson, Liculenant-Governor of Bengal, He was exempted from 
personal attendance at Civil Courls, ln 1887 the Mahaiajah Bahadur was 
appointed a member of the Jamui Local Board, and also of the Central 
,Committee of the Imperial Institute, He soon realized the duties 
and responsibilities of his exalted position and bas proved a model 
Zamindar, He has fulfilled all the popular expectations of him due ta 
his birth and training, Ie began his public career as a member of the 
District Board of Monghyr two years after his installation, In March of the 
same year the mariage of the Maharajah Bahadur was celebrated, which 
connected the house of Gidhour with that of Deera in the United Provin- 
ees, This connection was a happy one, as the two houses are famous 
for their ancient lineage and for their unflinching loyalty to the British 
Throne, THe was then only a young man who had given marked 
proofs of his ability, zeal, and assiduity in (he government of his estates 
and in the condact of public affairs, Lhis attracted the attention of Lord 
Dutferin, Viceroy and Governor-General of India, His Excellency 
was pleased to mate a halt at the Gidhour Railway station in order 
(o receive an address, to which he replied in kindly terms, and asked 
that the Sirdars who were thete should be presented to him, In January 
1890 the Maharajah was invested wilh the powers of a Magistrate, In the 
game year, he was blessed with a son and heir. 

It was about this time that the Maharajah Bahadur won the hearts 
of ihe people by intruducing many beneficent reforms, educational, social 
and religious, As a patron of learning, he has established a Sanskrit Vidya 
laya, in which free education is given to Brahmins, Asa social reformer, 
he took active measures lo remove some evil customs in connection with 
the Ubanayanam ceremonies of the Kshatriya families, 

Many imptovements have been made in the beautiful town of Gidhour, 
a brick-buill bazaar, a neatly-constructed school, a free dispensary, 
and the guest house being some of his additions, He maintains at Gidbour 
and throughout the Raj uunaerous “ Thakurbatis,” or temples, ata greal 
cost, and “ Sadabratas” or alms houses, where rations of rice, flour, dhal, 
ghec, and fuel are daily distributed free to all pilgnms, ‘Sadhus’ and 
travellers, A temple hay been erected by lim at an immense cost 
and consecrated {o Gouri Sankar, A palace, named Suknivas, has 
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been built, and the Srivilas Palace has been fitted up in the latest English 
style. 

In 1893 he was nominated by the Governnient {oa scal in the Bengal 
Legislative Council, and the honour has since then been repeated four 
times. In the following year he firmly supported the Government on 
the occasion of the amendment of the Bengal Municipal Act of 1884, Te 
played a very imporlant part in the discussion of the Land heeords Main- 
tenance Bill in January 1885, In the same year, Mer Majesty the Queen« 
Empress created the Maharajah a Knight Commander of the Most Eminent 
Order of the Indian Empire, It was with his characteristic boldness and 
ability that he brought to the notice of the authorities the inconveniences 
and sufferings of the liligant public at the hands of the Subordinate 
Magistrates, and tried to reform the weights and measures of Behar—a 
question which was taken up later on by the India Government in the 
regime of Lord Curzon, 

In 1900 Sir John Woodburn, Liculenant-Governor of Bengal, 
paid a visit to Gidhour, and opened the charitable dispensary founded 
by the Maharajah Bahadur to commemorate the Diamond Jubilee of Her 
Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria. In (he following year he was elected Pre. 
gident of the Rajput Maha Sava, held af Lucknow, In 1902 the Maharajah 
was sclected by the Government to represent Behar at the Coronation of 
King Edward VII in England, but he could not accept the invilation. He 
was, however, present at the Coronation Durbar at Delhi in 1908, In 
february of the same year Gidhour was honoured by a visit from His 
Honou Sir Andrew Fraser, LiewtenantGovernor of Bengal. In the 
month of April the marriage of the eldest Maharaj Kumari with 
the heit-apparent of the Chief of Kanoih was celabrated with great celal, 
and several Feudatory Chiefs from Rajpttana graced the occasion wilh 
their presence, ‘This matrimonial alliance is considered a very satisfactory 
one as the bridegroom, Kumar Kesari Singh, belongs lo the premier clan 
of Rajputs of the Solar Dynasty, and as the connection has brought 
together the Gidhour house and that of Udaipur, 

The Maharajah Bahadur was elected by the representatives of Benga) 
as one of the Canopy-holders to His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales 
(now King George V), on the occasion of his visit lo Calcutta in 1905-06, 
In the same year he represented the landed interest aga Member of the 
Committee formed fo revise the Bengal Tenancy Acts, 

In 1907 he was favoured wilh a visit by His Iexcellency the Viceroy, 
the Countess of Minto, Lady Elliot, and 9 party from Government House. 
The Maharajah Bahadur commemorated the event by erecting, with His 
Excellency's consent,a Clock Tower, called the “ Minto Tower”, on the 
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main road in front of the palace, It was a great pleasure to him to be 
appointed, by Her Excellency Lady Minto, one of the patrons of the 
‘Minlo Fancy Féte’ in aid of public charity, In all such matters he 
is ever active, and his donations, both public and private, have 
been liberal. Ulis princely contribution to the Fraser Scholarship 
to be awarded to the Behari students of Medicine and Engineering, 
ig worthy of note, besides his generous help to other charilable 
purposes, One thing more is worth recording, his act of philanthropy 
inthe great famine of 1903, when he opened up relief works in ihe 
affected areas, and thereby not only saved the lives of the poor tenants, but 
did much to further the interests of agriculture by improving irrigation, 
Moreover, a remission of rent amounting to Rs, 25,000 was also made’ 
to his famished tenants, In 1908 the Maharajah Bahadur was invited 
by the Government to attend a Chapter of the Indian Empire held 
at Agra in honour of {he august guest, His Majesly the Amir of 
Afghanistan, 

The Silver Jubilee of the Maharajah Bahadur was duly solemnised 
on the 22nd March 1911 by the loyal subjects of the Raj for the many 
benefits and blessings enjoyed by them under his good and benign rule 
of twenty-five years, To testify his appreciation of the demonstration 
the Maharajah Bahadur remitted lo the lonants of the Raj one anna 
in the rupee for the Jubilee year, besides granting Rs. 5,000 for distri. 
bution to the local public institutions, An endowment was also made 
for awarding from 1912 a Silver Jubilee Gold Medal to the most success- 
ful student of the Jamui Sub-Divisional Hs, School, in the Matriculation 
Examination of the Caleutla University. 

To commemorate the auspicious and happy event, the foundation- 
stone of the Silver Jubilee Dharmasala was also laid by the Maharajah 
Bahadur, at the request of the organisers of the movement. 

In the historic Delhi Durbar of 1912, which was rendered unique by 
the augiwt presence of Their Most Gracious Majesties the King-Emperor 
George V and the Queen-Empress Mary, the Maharajah Bahadur was 
also present with his suite and paicl the most respectful and loyal homage 
to them. 

On the occasion of the public reception of Their Majesties at Calcutta, 
the Maharajah Bahadur took a prominent part and evinced the {rae Rajput 
loyally in holding the ‘ Peshkush ’ of one hundred and one gold mohurs 
before Their Majesties. 

Al the Garden Party given on the 2nd January 1912, the 
Maharajah Bahadur was treated with marked distinction by His Majesty. 

The marriage of the second Maharaj Kumari was solemnized on the 
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10th of March 1918, the bridegroom being the cldest Raj Kumar and heir 
apparent of the Nimrana Durbar in Rajputana, The noleworthy features 
of this marriage are thal the bridegroom was an alumnus of the Mayo 
College at Ajmere and that the Raja Bahadur Janak Sioghji of Nimrana, 
the father of the bridegroom, is the dircel descendant of Maharajah Prithvi 
Raj Chohan, the Jast Hindu Emperor of Delhi, 

Another notable wedding that was celebrated in the same year is worth 
mentioning. It was the marriage of the Maharaj Kumar Bahadur which took 
place at Benares on the 29th June 1918 after the sad demise of his Bret 
wife, the eldest daughter of the Rajah Saheb of Ranka, in the District of 
Palamau ; the bride this time being a daughter of the Rajah Saheb Pratap 
“Singhji of Kama, the nearest relation of the Jeypur gad? and a well-known 
figure in the Imperial Cadet Corps. The Kama family is an offshoot of 
Maharaj Man Singhji, a Kachwaha Rajput, ‘This marriage has only 
revived the almost forgotten matrimonial relation wilh Jeypur, particulars 
of which can be gathered from Akbar Namah, in which we find thala 
daughter of the Gidhour House was given away in marriage to a Kumar of 
the famous Man Singhji of Jeypur, 

On the creation of the new Province of Behar and Orissa with 
its reformed Legislative Council, the Maharajah Bahadur has become 
one of its non-oflicial members, In the first annual Budget Debate 
he made a highly instructive and suggestive speech condemning the 
evils of growing litigation in the country, The [on'ble Mr. Gait, 
in appreciation of the force of his speech, called for his practical 
suggestions (owards mitigating the evils complained of. ‘The Maharajah 
Bahadur recommended, asa partial solution, the establishment of the 
Arbitration Board afler the old Panchayet system but in a modified form 
suiled to the improved and altered conditions of the country. 


Asalife Vice-President of the Behar landholders’ Association, the 
Hon'ble the Maharajah Bahadur presided over the deliberations of its 
annual general meeting, held on the. Sth August 1913, and his presiden- 
tial speech was worthy of the occasion. 


The following exlracl from the daily “ Beharee"” shows how it was 
appreciated by the press and the public alike »~ 

Tt was one of the best things heardat a meeting of the Behar Land 
holders’ Association and perhaps no such well thought-out, candid and vigor 
ous ulterance has been made by any President of the Association, since 
the lamented demise of the Maharajah Bahadur Sir Lakebmeshwar Prasad 
Sthgh of Darbhanga, The Maharajah Bahadur maintaing the best traditions 
of the family and is a worthy representative of his ancestors, His simple 
mannery, his religious eal, his extensive charities, big brond ay,mpathieg, hia 
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readiness to help the poor and to succour the distressed, his unstintin 
hospitality, his dovetion to the public good, and his unflinching loyalty : 
Government me some of the best featmes of his character that have won for 
him the love, esteem, and admiration of all, 

The friendly visit of His Excellency Lord Hardinge, the most popular 
Viceroy and Governor-General of India, to the Maharajah Bahadur’s 
Bankipur house on the 30th November 1918 is worthy of note. 


In connection with the establishment by Government of the Behar 
Universily at Bankipore, the capital of the new Province, the Maharajah 
Bahadur’s endowment for the award of |“ Hardinge” scholarship of 
Rupees ten a month and of a silver “Bayley” medal is commendable, 
The first is to be given to the most successful Rajput student every year 
passing the Matriculation Examination in the first division, and the 
second to the student standing first in the order of merit and obtaining 
first-class honour in Sanskiit in the M. A, Degree Examination of the said 
Unuversity, 

In his private life the Maharajah Bahadur is an affectionate father, a 
kind master, and a sympathetic and true friend, He is still in the prime of 
his life and enjoys the enlire confidence of the British Government, 


“ Jalo Dharma Stato Joya” is the motto of his life. The Maharajah 
Bahadur is bleased with an heir of great promise, the Maharaj Kumar 
Chandra Moulceswar Prasad Singh Bahadur of Gidhour, who is treading 
vin the footsteps of his illustrious father, He for a short time attended 
the Caloutta St, Xavier's College, but received his education mostly at 
home, under the tuition of competent leachers in English, Sanskrit, and 
Persian, He is now being initiated into the details of estate management 
under the special care of the Maharajah Bahadur, Like the Maharajah 
Bahadur, he is a good shot, an expert swordsinan, a fine horseman, and a 
staunch advocate of the best English games, He is Vice-Chairman of 
the Jamyi Local Board, and 4 member of the District Board, Monghyr. 


In the arduous task of the management of his estale the Maharajah 
Bahadur js relieved in a great measure by his brother, Rao Maheswati 
Prasad Singh Saheb of Gidhour, wha is a member of the District Board of 
Monghyr, and an Honorary Magisirale of the local Bench, with power 

, 10 (ry cases singly. He tov, like the Maharajah Bahadur, is a keen sports. 
pman and an excellent shot. 

. The management of this very ancient estate relects the greatest credit 
poo the Maharajah Bahadur. He is the premier, nobleman of Behar, and 
the Zamindari is prospering under his able adimiitistration, , 
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The founder of the itlustrious house of Kasimbazar was Diwan 
Krishna Kanta Nandy, who flourished during the days of Warren Mustings) 
‘the first Governor-General of India. When the Jatter was Commercial. 
Resident of the Fast India Company at Kasimbazar, Siraj- u-Dowlah, 
then Nawab Nazim, failing to extort money from him, sent hint a prisoner 
to Murshidabad, Jt was at thal juncture that’ Babu Krishna Kanta Nand 
‘went to the rescue of Warren [Hastings by giving him shelter under his 
roof. ‘This good deed’ was never lost; for, ii 1772, when Warren Clastings 
vas.appointed Governor-General, he. made Krishna Ranta hia Diwan, 
Krishna Kanta was at the time in allluent circumstances, having worked ay 
the superintendent of many rich zamindari cylales, Hastings subsequently 
‘conferred.on-binva jaghirin Ghazipur, and obtained tur his son, Lokenath, 
the title-of. Maharajah (rom the Nawab Nazini-of Bengal, Before his death 
in-1778,.Katla Babu, besides the jaghir in Ghavipur, owned immense pros 
‘perty'in the Districts of Rangpur, Dinajpur, Burdwan, Nadia, Birbhum, 
»Pabna,..Murshidabad, faridpur, Rajshaye, Bogra, and the ‘Twenty-four 
Parganas. Though he had not.the advantage of good education, he was 
‘highly.spoken of-for his business capaoity, administrative experience, and 
knowledge of the.world. Tis. son, -Mahurajah. Lokenath Rai, Bahadur, 
. who was, subject lo an incurable malady, died in tay leaving a minor 
, Sony Kumar Warinath. 


When he came of age, he maintained (he ‘reputation of ‘the: family 
by his charity and respectable behaviour, and Lord Amherst’ appreciated 
_his beneficence and conferred on him (he litle of ‘Rajah Bahai, The 
impetus that Sanskrit learning received at his hands crew ‘students ‘from 
, far and near, and wany scholars i in that language cuine to’ prominened in 
big tine, 6 w was very ‘fond ‘of music aiid athlétity, and ‘niintained a 
"gymnasium: to en jurage: wrestling: and swords “play, ‘He* ‘Palledd nity “dn 
1832, when his ininor hy Keighianatli, sucededed' to the édtate: Lorene 
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Kiishnanath was a good scholar, and he spoke and wrote English 
well, He was always in ihe company of his European friends, and 
mixed {recly with them. During the viceroyalty of Lord Auckland, he won 
{he distinguon of Nayak Bahadur, We was a great huntsman, and his 
shooting excursions were regular moving camps, fe frittered away the 
surplus that had accumulated during his minority ; and it is needless to say 
that he spent nearly halt a crore wilhin the short period of tour years, It 
should be said to lis credit that he libeally patronised every movement of 
public auility and such of the officials of lis staff as he thought had his 
welfare at heat, enjoyed his bounty, On the 31st Octuber 1884, he 
brought himself to an untimely grave, by committing suicide, while in g 
glate of temporary iusanity, A day before his agic end, he leit a will be- 
queathing huis estates for educational purposes and granting his wife, Rani 
Sarnamoyi, the paluy sum of Rs, 1,500,a month, for her mamtenance, 

Maharant Sarnanmoy: was(born tn 1827 at Bhatakul, a village in the 
Burdwan District In 1838 she married Rajah Krishnanath Rai Bahadur, 
They had no son, and the Rajah Bahadur had in his will unfortunately with- 
held from het the right of adoption. Rani Sarnamoyi launched a suit, 
and it was ullimately proved thal, at the time the will was 
execulcd, the Rajah was of unsound mind, and accordingly 
the case was decided in her favour. In 187L the Government of 
Incha recognised her beneficence and loyally by granting her the 
personal distinchon of Maharant ; and a promise was at the sume tine 
held out to ber that the ule of Maharajah would be conteried on her 
nephew and heir, Mavindia Chandra Nandy. The valuable services ren- 
dered by her duung the teunble famine of 1674 were greatly appreciated by 
the Government of india, and they alhrmed again that the distinction of 
Maharajah would be extended to her successor, tn 1878 Her Majesty 
the Queen-ampress Victoria, was graciously pleased to admit (he Maharant 
to the Order of the Crown af India, At the dui bar held to ivest her with 
the insignia, ue Divisional Commissioner, while enumerating he chatitable 
-acls, brought to the nouce of his hearers that tll then the Maharani had 
Ispent the muntlicent sum of eleven lakhs of rupees, and further observed: 

Your appointment to the Order is in recognition of the public spirit as 
well ay of (he munilicent charily you have atall times and in so many ways 
displayed, ‘There are doubligss many who hear me to-day, who are far better 
acquainted than J am, vet only wih your good deeds, but with the manner im 
which your vat estates tre managed, but there may be some who arc not so 
wall Intormed on these poinis, and who, while knowing your reputation for 
“ohiarity, have no idea of la scope or of lle nature, Under these ciicumstances 
it will ngt, | ‘think, bu out of ‘place Wt mention , rn few of Unose nets of, bene 
"Volétioe aud tiberality which Have ‘procured for you this signal mak of Her 
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Majesty the Empress's approbation, It would not be difficult tor me to recount 
the doings of your long past years, which have, with Urose Unit have followed, 
made your life one long act of chauty, * * * * Ui this country we are 
accustomed to see a good deal of what T may call spasmodic money-giving, 
wheto large sums are frequently given to purposes no doubt very good and 
very useful, but which are aided nol so much because they are so, as beuauge 
the donors hope to bring their names before Lhe public, or abtain some future 
reward, This has not been your case, You have not been content to wait ull 
you were asked to give, but have taken aleps to ensue worthy objects for 
assistance being brought to your notice, and have then given hberally, hoping 
for nothing in return, In a word, your charity has been such as springs from 
a simple unostentatious desire todo good, when the left hand knoweth not 
what the right hand doeth, which isas adnurable ay I fear itis uncommon, 
Of the management of your large estates, lying in no less Lhan ten districts in 
Bengal and the North-Weslera Provinces, 1 need say but dite. Tn thie you 
have always taken an active pat and have manifested nu acquaintance with 
detail and an aptitude for business generally, almost if nol quite without 
parallel among peisons of your sex in this country, The consequence is that, 
aided by your able adviser, Babu Rajib Lochun Rai, you have, while secming 
the rents to which you are justly entitled, done so without harassing or op: 
pressing your ryots and have thus escaped those difficulties and complications 
into which so many landownets have of late yenrs fallen, For myself I need 
nol say that the duty which Iam called upon to perform to-day is one that 
gives me great pleasure ; for bolh as Magistrate of Uhe af-Pargunas and as 
Commissioner of the Dacca Division, Ihave ladon more than one occasion 
season to thank you for assistance freely and liberally given on projects which 
Thad in view; and Teannot let this opportunity pass wither thanking you 
for the aid yon afforded to the snfferers from Ibat fearful calamity which ob 
‘the 8ist October 1876 swept over the southern postion of the ciatrict of 
Backaiganj, carrying death and destruction with if, and leaving behind it 
‘distress and misery, from which it will be long belore the sulferers fully recd. 
‘ver. It only remains for me, Maharani, to hand to you the ingiguia of the 
order to which Her Majesly bas beon pleased to appoint you, with the congas 
tulatary letter of His Excellency the Viceroy and His Honor the Lieutenant 
Governor of Bengal, and to express the hope that you may Jive long In all 
prosperity to enjoy the honour you have now attained and which you have 
worthily deserved. 


The hostel for the lacy students attending the Caleu‘ta Medical College 
"was one of her gifts, She inaugurated the Water Works, called after her, 
at Berhampore, at a cost of three lakhs; she paid annually (wenty thousand 
rupees towards the maintenance of the Berhampore Qulloge ; she disiris 
buted clothes to the pour Brahmins, mendicants, eta, and fed a large 
untber of people on festival days. Het namo was a household word, iy 
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Bengal, and, even to-day, it is venerated, This noble and philanthropic 
lady passed away on the 25th August 1897, ‘The estate then reverted 
to her mother-in-law, Rani Harasundari, a recluse at Benares, who relin- 
quished her right in favour of the reversionary heir, Manindra Chandia 
Nandy, ber grandson by her daughter, Govinda Sundari, An honorarium 
of nine lakhs, and a monthly allowance of ten thousand rupees, were 
settled on her ducitys her life-time, 

Maharajah Manindra Chandra Nandy was born in 1860, A chain of 
misfortunes hetell him while very young, for he lost his mother when he 
was barely two years old, his elder brother in his seventh year, andl his 
father al eleven. Tilness of a virulent type, at the comparatively young 
age of fourteen, stood in his way of obtaining school education, When 
change of air and the best of medical treatment recruited his health, he 
improved his knowledge by private sindy, Pursuant to the promise held 
out ty Maharani Sarnamoyi, the Government of India conferred the 
title of Maharajah on Manindra Chandra Nandy on the 80th May 1898, 
In respect of education, he is a gical benefactor to his country, He main. 
tains a first grade College at Berhampore, called the “ Berhampore Krish- 
nanath College,"’ alan annual expense of Rs, 60,000. Owing to influx of 
students from different paris of Bengal, additions had to be made to the 
old College building al an enormous cost, For the accommodation of the 
College-Schnol students, the Honourable the Maharajah spent about 
Rs. 1,580,000, and a large building was constructed on the site which had 
been transferred by the Government (ree of revenue to the College 
authorilies, Ele has been corresponding with the Government of 
Bengal for the establishment of a thoroughly equipped Technical College. 
At Mathrun, his ancestral village, he has established a High School, with 
a hostel allached to ul, alacost of halfalakh, He maintains High 
Schools at Saktipore, Lthora, Beldanga, Jabagram, Saidabad, and 
Ulipore, where the children of bis tenants receive education at a 
nominal fee, At his own expense, he has sent out students to Japan, 
America, and Austria, to learn industries, ‘The association for the scientific 
and industrial education of Indians, the National College, the Bengal 
Technical Institution, the Qeafand Dumb School, the school for blind 
childern, the Mahakali Pathagala in Calcutta and al Berhampore, and the 
Mehula Ram Krishna Asram, count him among their patrons. He pays the 
fees of fifty pupils altending the Sanskril College, and more than Rs, 2,000 
every year {o- {he poor aludents sitting for University examinations, 
More than one hundred and twenty students are provided with free board. 
ing and lodging at Berhampore, Mathrun, and Calcutta. Tor the encou- 
ragement of artisans and agricultarists, he holds an annual exhibition at 
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the Banjetia Gardens, Kasimbazar, the major portion of the expenses being 
borne by him, [He ts the foremost patron of Bengali literature, Te has 
engaged Pandit Rash Beli Saukhatirtha for editing the great Baisnab 
Granthas, and Babu Jajneswar Banerji has been preparmy the inost valude 
ble work of the Witory of the Civilization of the World under his patronage, 
The site on which the Banjiya Sahitya Parishad building stands is a gift 
by the Maharajah, The Sahitya Sammilan for promoting the advancement 
of the Bengali language and literature was held in 1010, under his auspices, 
al the Kasimbazar Rajbaree, For celucational progress alone he spends 
a lakh of rupees annually, and a similar sum for other charitable 
purposes, He contributed Rs. 5,000 for constructing the Albert Victor 
Hospital at Belgachia, He has established the Curzon Charitable 
Hospital at Kasimbazat, and maintains a similar institution at Ulipore, 
founded by hig aunt and predecessor, Maharani Sarnamoyi. The Water 
Works at Berhampore inaugurated by her were completed by him, He is 
very careful in ihe management of his estates which are scattered in 
eighteen of the districts of Bengal and the United Provinces, as 
well as of the six trust estates in Sribati and Matiart in the Katwa 
sub-division, Berhampore, Cily Murshidabad, and Gaya. Prompted by his 
generous nature the Honourable the Maharajah took over the manage. 
ment of these heavily encumbered estates with a view to relieve their 
proprietors from their cmbarrassment aud supplied funds from his 
own treasury for the liquidation of their respective debts, Te has 
been Chairmah of the Berhampore Municipality for more than ten 
years, and has held the important offices of such influential bodies as the 
British Indian Association, the Bengal Landholders’ Association, the 
Bengal National Chamber of Commerce, and the Murshidabad Agssouiation, 
When the tight of nominating a representative to the Bengal Council was 
conferred on the British Indian Association, (he Maharajah had the 
honour of being nominated as such, In 1912 he was elected ia the 
Impertal Council. In the middle of 1914, he contribnted Rs. 5,000 towards 
the Medical College abd Hospital for Women and the Nurses Training 
Institute at Delhi in memory of the late Lady Hardinge, who had initiated 
the scheme. 


Among the conferees of the Birthday Hononrs in June £975, he won 
the wellemerited distuction of K.C.LE. 


Numerous acts of munificence and usefulness distinguish (he carver 
of the Honourable Maharajah Sir Manindra Chandra Nandy, IGQ.n1 
He leads an cxemplary life, and is in every way worthy of the (rust reposedl 
in him by the Government as well as by the people, 
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THE LATE MAHARAJALL SIR 
GODAY NARAYANA GAJAPATHL RAO, K.GLE,, 
OF VIZAGAPATAM 


The lute Mabargab Siu Goday Narayana Gajapathy Rao, K, CL &, 
belonged to one of the most ancient familes in Southern India, tracing 
ig origin to Giritaju, a king of the well-known Lkshavaku dynasty of the 
solar race, and founder of the cily of Bhogavathi, Janyaraju, the grand- 
son of Giriraju, was the progenitor of the Goday family, of which the 
Yue Mahatajal was a lineal descendant, 

» Goday Bhupath of the same famuly is sad to bave rendered 
distinguished services to the Nizam's Government, in recognition 
of which he had lige grants of fand in Rajahmundry, where he immot- 
talised Ins name by builds two teniples, The nextin succession was 
Podda Surya Kato, who saw achive service in the batde-fieldjand the Nizam 
of that day presented hiny with a sword, In the seventeenth century, 
when the Maglish came into acti dl possession ol the Carears, the representa- 
Give of the binly was Su Goday Jagga Rao, whose intellygence and bigh 
position altacted the attention of Mr, Andrews, the Chief in the service of 
the Honourable Bast India Coupany, who regatded him as one eminently 
filled lo assist in the conduct of the Company’s atfairs, ‘The capture of 
the Bor of Mylavanana by the Company was due to him, and they 
showed ther appreciation and regard: by presenting him witha “Shaiban 
Palkeo,? an umbrella, and other insignia of royalty, 

Sri Goday Jugya Rao was a great promoter of Telugu literature. In 
varigus pats of the Distict his name is perpetuated in {he numerous 
tanks and wells thal he excavated or sank. He also founded a chattrum 
in Benes which is suilin existence. In those days he was second lo none 
in point of populatity. Ue died in 1805 when he was sixty years old, 
leaving (wo sons, Sutyaprakasa Rao and Surya Narayana Rao, and three 
chughters, 

Sri Surya Prakaga Rao, who was a highly accomplished scholar, bad a 
great taste for Botany and Natural Uistory, aud his Horticultural Garden 
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al Anakapalli, the principal seat of his zunindari, was tne micome of hig 
study of those sciences. He died i PRL, at the age af filtyethires yedts, ind 
the manafement of his extensive estate develved: in sueeesston upon 
his widow, upon her younger surviving danghter,) Katuayamma, 
andon the deathof this noble lady, upon the only surviving son ot her unele, 
the late Maharajah Sir G. N. Gajapathi Rae, who was the reversionary heir 
to il, Goday Surya Narayana Rao sent bis sons, Veolia Junpei Rao and 
Narayana Gajapathi Rao, (o Madras and Calentla respectively, for higher 
education, 

On his return to Vizagapatam in 1898, Sri Venkata fagga Rao built an 
obsarvalory for himsel!, and fitted it up with all the neensslry lantruments 
and apparatus al an enormous cost, all of then iinpor teal fron 
FEngland and the Continent, Ie was a triend of almost all the European 
officers throughout the District, and (hose belonging to the Public Works 
Department always adinired his mathematical talents, 

The Jate Maharajah Sir G.oN: Gajapathi Rao, KCL, was horn 
on the Ist December 1828, As a child he was very delicate in health, 
and hehad his education at home under the fostering care and supervision 
of his father. Scarcely had young Gajapathi Rau completed his thirteenth 
year, when his father sent hin to Cileatli, ‘Phe young nobleman 
joined the Hindu College, presided aver hy Dr, ighardson, 
and, after him, hy Mrs Kerr, Ma Dr. Manat, the wreat Dwarka 
Nath ‘Tagore, Rajah Radagant Deb Dalielur, Rafah Satya Churn 
Chosal Bahadur, and Rajah Rule Kristaa Bahadury-all these 
showed great interest in his educational progtesa, Dr, Wise, the 
Secretary to Lhe Kdueational Comunitice, one day called al hrs place, and 
drove him to Government: House, where Lord Auckhind, the Governor 
General, received him kindly, and spoke to hin very encoupagingdy far a 
long time, adding that he had heard mmeh ot the Goduy family trom Mr, 
Russell. Sometime afterwards Lord Auckland visite? the Hindu Colle fe, 
when he walked up tothe class in whieh young Gajapathi Raw was 
and coquired aller his welfare, Sui Gajapathi Rao regruitiuly attended the 
“Sans Souci Theatte,” which helped him a great deal on the study of 
Shakespeare, Ee was present at all public meetings and entertainments 
Amongst those that made the greatest impression on lis youthful mind 
were the meetings for the Prochumation of the Sikh Gangs in the regime 
of Lord Uardinge ; andalso the meetings held in connection with the 
Scotch and [rish amines, when he was yo much moved by the adelress 
of De, Carew that he could not rest satisfied antil he wrote and obtained 
from hia father a princely donation for the Famine Fand, 

Afler sume uine yen’ stay in Calcul, Sri Gajapathi Rao 
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returned to Vizagapatim in’ April 1849, and joined his brother in the 
management of the revenue alfairs pertaining to ther estates. Lis father 
passed away iu 1883, when he took charge of the zamindari, He 
headed a movement for promoting female education, which led to the 
opening ofthe Vizayapatam Caste Girls’ School, ‘There is an adult Caste 
Girls’ School in’ the same town, called the “Maharani Gajapathi Rao 
Ladies Instilulion.” In 1868 he was elected to represent the landed classes 
in the Madras Legislative Council by His txcellency Lord Napier, and 
he continued in thal office hy subsequent re-appointments for sixteen 
yours, ‘ 

During the famine of 1875 Sri Gajapathi Rao not only treated his own 
tenants with more than his wontcd liberality, but also openedrelief houses 
on his estates, where the poor and the destitute were daily fed, Besides 
granting donations and paying monthly subscriptions (o many charitable and 
educational instilations of all denominations, he was the donor of several 
prizes and of the “ Carmichael Medal,” awarded every year by the Hindu 
College at Vizagapatam, Te founded a Sanskeit prize at the University 
of Madras, known as the “(odayvari Sauskril prize’’ As a member of the 
Senate he took a deal of interest in educational matters. He and the other 
memhers of his family contributed more than half the cost of the erection 
of the Civil Hospital building at Vizagapatam, The Godayvari Ward in 
the Monogar Ghoultry at Madras is another act of his philanthropy, 

In 1870 when His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh (the late 
Duke of Saxe-Coburg) visited tndia, Sri Gajapathi |Rao was invited by 
Lord Napier to weleome the royal visitor, In response to Tis Exeellency’s 
invitation, he proceeded to Calcutta, and had the honour of a private 
interview with [is Royal Dighness al the Government Tlouse, Tive years 
later, when Dis Royal Highness the Prince of Wales (afterwards King 
Edward VI), arrived in Madras, Sri Gajapathi Rao was accorded the 
privilege of paying his respects to the future King-Emperor, He was 
present at the Delhi Assemblage in 1877, when he was the recipient 
ofa medal, In 1881 he went to Calcutla to renew his acquaintances ane 
Sriendships of former years, when the tille of Rajah was conferied on 
him by His lexcellency Lord Ripon. 

In commemoration of the Golden Jubilee of Her late Majesty Queen 
Victoria, Rajah G. N, Gajapathi Rao presented a statue of Her Majesty lo 
the City of Madras. 

In 1801 the Rajah Sahib received from His Holiness Pope Leo S111, 
through his Delegate Apostolic in the East Indies, a mosnaic picture as a 
mark of appreciation of the kindness shown by him to the Catholics of 
Vizagapatam, He was invesled by the Right Reverend Dr. Clore, Bishop of 


528 THU RULING CUIEFS, NOBLES AND ZAMINDARS OF INDIA 


Vizagapatam, with the Order of the Saint Gregory, one of the most 
eminent and illustrious orders in Europe, which [His Holiness Pope Leo 
XII was pleased to send him with his patent of investiture in Latin, which 
wag most culogistically worded. In 1892 the Rajah Sahib was made a 
Companion of the Most Eminent Order of the Indian Empire, In 180 he 
presented a building for the Victoria Caste and Gosha Hospital at Vizagai 
patam, obtained the special permission of the Qucen-Himpress lo call it 
after her, and also undertook to pay the Lady Practitioner in charge 
of the Institution. The titte of Maharajah was conferred on him in 
1898, In 1901 when a movement was set on foot at Calcutta to 
raise subscriptions for a fitting memorial to Her Gractous Majesty Queen 
Victoria, Maharajah Gajapathi Rao subscribed the princely sum of a lakh 
of rupees towards it, 

On the occasion of the Delhi Durbar in 1902, [lis Imperial Majest- 
King Edward V{I was pleased to confer on Maharajah Gajapathi Rao the 
distinction of Knight Commander of the Most Eminent Order of the 
Indian Fimpire. 

The two most unhappy and painful events in his life were the unex- 
pected and untimely widowhood of his elder daughter, 1, 17, the Ran, 
Sahiba of Wadhwan, and the premature death of his younger daughter, 
the Rahi of Kurupam, As these afflictions were too greal for him: to bear, 
hecould not bring his mind to discharge his ordinary duties with his usual 
energy and diligence, and, therefore, passed his days in) complete retires 
ment. This foreed inactivity of the nobleman, alwaya fond of work, 
accelerated his death, and the sad event Coak place in May (903, 

His wife, the late Maharani, was recognised as a typo of true worms 
hood, and during the time the Maharajah was in isolation, she helped 
him in managing the affairs of his vast and extensive estates 
As an accomplished scholar in English and in Celugm, the Maharani 
experienced no difficulty in conducting the estate business, and respected 
the wishes of her self-exiled husband in all matlers of importanee, She 
gave prizes in her name to the successful students of the Chengalrao 
Peta Girls’ School, Waltair Gils’ Schoo] in the Vizayapatam Tort, the 
London Mission High School, and also the Roman Galbolie Boys! and 
Girls Schools, : 

On the 20th February 1906, Bis Excellency Lord Ampthill, Govetnor 
of Madras, visiled the sile of the Maharani Gajapalhi jao'a Medical 
School and laid the foundation stone of the building intended for its 
habitation, On the 13th December 1908, she presidud over the Bharatha 
Mahila Parishat held A the Victoria Public Hall, Madras, when she deli- 
vered a very (houghtful and inspiring address. After a brief illness this 
philanthropic and generous-hearted lady passed away, universally regres 
ied in the middle of 1912, 








SIR GHULAM MUHAMMAD ALI KITAN BAHADUR, KGB, 
PRINCE OF ARCO’ 


eM TE 


SIR GIIULAM MULIIAMMAD ALI KHAN BAHADUR, KC, LE. 
PRINCE OF ARCOT 


The Princes of Arcot trace their descent from Caliph Omar, the 
worlds enowned Mabomedin Emperor, and the second successor of the 
great Prophet Mahomed, The present Prince is the thirly-filth in lineal 
descent from him, Some of his ancestors were Kings of Kabul, and several 
of them belonged lo the Abbaside dynasty which ruled Persia with con- 
spicnous ability, Affer their advent to India they occupied high positions 
in (he court of the Moghul Emperors, Shah Jahan and Aurangzeb in 
succession, 

Anwarudeen Rhin, in whose line of succession the present Prince of 
Arcot is, was the Kiminus Sultanat (the right hand man) of Nizam-ul-Mulk, 
the founder of the present Tyderabad State, He was appointed by the 
Nizam ag his Viceroy in the Carnatic on the 28th March 1744 A, D,, and 
thus became the founder of the House of Arcot. The pedigree of the 
illustrious Aveot family is given below:—(L) His Excellency Anwaru- 
deen Khan (l7ddd 9) 3 (2) hig son, I. 1, the Nawab Mahomed Ali Khan 
Bahadur, styled Wallajah, Nawab of (ho Carnatic, (1749-95);(3) his son, HH, 
the Nawab Unedatul Omata (Sovereigtt Rulev of the Carnatic), {795-1801 ;(4) 
his nephew, 1. A, the Nawab Azimuddowlah Bahadur (First Titular Nawab 
of the Carnatic), 1801-19; (5) his son, H. H. the Nawab Azam Jah Bahadur 
(Second Titular Nawah of the Carnatic), 1819-25; (6) Regency of H. H, the 
Nawab Azeemjah, 1828-1842; (7) HH. the Nawab Ghulam Mahomed Ghouse 
Khan Bahadur (Laat ‘Titular Nawab of the Carnatic), nephew of Nawab 
Azimjah, 1842-55; (8) H. H. the Prince Azim Jah Bahadur (First Prince of 
Arcot), 1868-74, (9) his son, H, A. the Prince Zahiraddowlah Bahadur 
GC, S.J, (87479; (10) his brother, 11. H, the Prince Intizam-ul-grulk 
Bahadur, 1879-80; (11) ; his nephew, Prince Sir Mahomed Munawar Khan 
Bahadur, K, C, I, 1, 1889-1908; and (12) his son, Prince Sr Ghulam 
Muhammad Ali Khan Bahadur, K.CLE,, 1908, 

Anwaruddin Khan was suceeded by his son, Nawab Mahomed 
R 004 
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Ali Khan Wallajah. 1% 1765 the Emperor of Delhi created him an indepen. 
dent Ruler of the Carnatic like the Nizam of Hyderabad, The Treaty — of 
Paris of 1763 also acknowledged him to be an independent Ruler and Ally 
of the King of England, In 1770 Admiral Sir fohu Lindsay arrived as the 
King’s minister to the Court of Nawab Wallajah, Sir John Lindsay was 
succeeded by Sir Robert Haarland. Wallajah was twice called on by the 
King of England io perform the function of the investilure with the 
Insignia of the Order of the Bath, namely, in the case of Sir Jolin Lindsay 
in 1771 and that of Sir Hector qtunro in 1779, which he didin the 
Chepauk Palace, his residence then. ‘The following letter was addresged to 
Nawab Anwaruddin by His Majesly King George IT of Eneland tr 


George the Third, by the Grace of God, King of Great Britain, France, 
and Ireland, Defender of the Christian Iaith, Duke of Brunswick and Lanens 
burgh, Arch Treasurer and Prince Kleclor of the Woly Raman lmpire and 
Sovereign of the Seas, etc. 


To—Nabob Umdatul Mult Serajud Dowlah Auwarnddin Khan Bahadar 
Delar Jung, Nabob of Arcot and the Carnatic, 

Greeting, 

The invariable friendship and good understanding which had long 
subsisted between us, and which we are desirous on onr part to promole and 
improve on every occasion, thoroughly persuaded of your corresponding with 
usin the same sentiments has induced us to wrile lo you on a subject which 
we flatter ourselves will not only be pleasiiys to you, from the affection you 
bear lowards us, bul will be advantageous to your affairs and to the public. 
perce and tranquillity in your parts, as it will testify to Uhe wotld ore esteeut 
and regard for you, and the good correspondeuce which we wish bo enitivate, 

Having thought proper lo beslow a high mark of our approbation 
on two of our subjects whose conduct we hope will have rendered 
them worthy of your esteem, wa cannot add lo the dignily of confer 
ring those honours on them more than by desiring you will represent 
our petson upon this solemn occasion, and that you will perform 
those functions for ts which we always perform ourself when the ciycum 
stances will admil, our intention being to confer the Order of the Bath, ane of 
our most honourable maiks of distinction, on our trusty and well-heloved Sir 
John Lindsay, Knight Commander-in-Chief of one Ships and Vessels in the 
East Indies and of the Marine Force of ovr Uniledl Company of imerchanta 
trading to and in those parts; and on cur (rusty and well-heloved Hyro Coote 
Esquire, lajor-General of our Forces in the Baat Indices, and Comuander-in- 
Chief of all the said Company’s military Force there, we have diceclud the 
said Sir John Lindsay to deliver to you the Jeller with the ensigns of lhe Ordor, 
and to learn from you the time when il may be most agreeable to perform this 
ceremony as weil as fo make known lo you the nature and manner of bestowing 
these honours upon ,him and the said Myre Coole. Aud so repeating our 
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wishes for your (ulicily, we bid you hearty farewell, Given at our Court at 
Saint Jantes's the twently-sevent day of June 1770 in the tenth year of one 


Reign 
. Your alfectionate friend, (Sigued) GEORGE: R, 


(Signed) WEYMOUTIL 

Iiwas Nawab Wallajah that upheld the British arms against the 
French and struggled against many odds and was instrumental in permanen- 
tly establishing the Mnglish Hmpire in India, ‘The intimacy of the relations 
that existed between the Mnglish and the Nawab is evident from ihe fact 
that when Major-General Sir Stringer Lawrence retired in 1766 the Nawab 
gtanted hin an anuuity 0f 3,750 pagodas, while the Directors granted him 
600 Pounds per annum, ‘The Niwabs of the Carvatic received not less 
{han sixty-seven letters from. King George HI, and many from the Queen 
Consort, De was the first and the most faithful ally of the British, ‘The 
then Rajahs of Tanjore, Travancore, and Pudukkotlai were his vassals. 
Almost all the Zamindars of this Presidency owe Uheir present position to 
the generosity of the Nawab and still bear ‘Titles conferred by him, In 
1795 he died al the age of seventy-vight when the dfadras Gazelle, 17th 
Octol ev 1795, pronounced the following culogiun i-- 

Hin Gigbness the Nawab Watlajah was the firm and sincere friend and 
the faithful and zealous ally of the nglish uation, lo which he was strongly 
attached by esteem and affection, Ile shared in all the fortimes of the 
Inghsh in this country, aud always considered thelr fulerest amd his own as 
one nd (he sune ; he was mild and affectionate towards his subjects, sss 
ceorevevevereoaret POU UE AIT FLAS MANGE jeeccesenreeseereeenerereeeeetd NO 
man betler nnderatood the act of coneiliuting men's minds than His Highness, 

He was buried at Saint Thome, but two years later his remains were 
conveyed to ‘Lrichinypoly. Jord Clive said of him that his word was 
more trustworthy than that of any Mahomedan he had ever known, 
Nawab Wallajah was succeeded by his sou, Ouidatul Omara, who passed 
away in 1804, 

for some reason or other it was found expedient to annex the 
Carnatic. In virtue of the treaty of 180L, the great-grandfather of the 
present Prince of Arcot, Nawab Azinud Dowlah Bahadur gladly handed 
over the civil and mililary administiation of the Carnatic lo the British 
Government, and he was installed the Sovereign Prince of the Carnatte, 
and was allowed one-fifth of ils revenues which amounted fo lwelve lakhs 
per annum, 

Nawab Azimud Dowlal Bahadur enjoyed the privilege of a salute of 
twenty-one guns, On his death, his son, Nawab Aznm Jah, succeeded 
him in 1849, and alter him came his son; Nawab Ghulam Mahomed 
Ghouse Khan Bahadur, During his tinorily, Nawab Azecm Jah, his uncle, 
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was appointed Regent. In 1855 Nawal Ghulam Mahomed Ghouse Khan 
Bahadur died without issue, and in virtue of Lord Dalhousie's “ Doctrine 
of Lapse”, the smasuad of the Carnatic was abolished, He was the lagi 
Nawab of the Carnatic who enjoyed all the privileges appertaining to a 
ruling Sovereign Prince and had a salute of twenty-one guns, and was 
entitled 10 bestow Indian lites, which have gnbsequently been recognised 
by the British Government, Thero is ono old man still living who 
holds the title. of Khan Bahadur conferred by him. The Maharajabs of 
Travancore used to pay him quinquennial tribute, Prince Azeem Jah 
Bahadur, the greategrandfather of the present Prince of Arcot, claimed 
the wusnad of his nephew, and contesled in the House of Commons 
for many years. On more than onc occasion his claim received as many 
as four-filths of the voles of the opposition in the Tlouse, On his side were 
very notable persons, John Bright atid Lord Derby being amongst them, 
iis financial resources having failed and himgelf having become old and 
infirm and unable to venture a trip to England to appear in’ person, he 
was obliged to accept Lord Napiers proposals to creale him Prince of 
Arcot in £867. Lord Napier at the installaon ceremony observed j— 

In conferring this dignity upon Your Highuesa, Her Majesty the Queen 
has borne in mind the ties which have united the fortunes of your family with 
the growth and ascendaney of British power in the south of India. "The name 
which your posterity will bear will serve lo recall and commemorate the days 
when your ancestors and our predecessors cemented their alliange in tefanplis 
over acommon adversary, Bul Cor Majesty the Queen blends with the memory 
of the past a gracious solicitude for the present and the future. Her Majesty 
desires to mark the esteem in which she holds Your Highness personally ag 
the representative cf an ancient, friendly and loyal House. She casires to 
perpetuale her favour in your descendants and to continue to them in new 
forma of honour and with new guarantees of welfare the meaag of serving (heir 
sovereign and their country, We are happy to see Your Highness surrounded 
by two generations of your offspring who will convay to after times the recol 
lection of this auspicious day, Your Highness will know how to Impreas on 
them the duty of bearing themselves wisely and usefully in the high tation 
in which they have now been confirmed, 

After his death, the second Prince had the honour of fifteen guns, 
which was also enjoyed by the third Prince. ‘The second Prince was 
createda G, C. 8. J. in 1877, The fourth Prince, the father of the present 
Prince of Arcot, died in 1903 at Delhi whither he had pone to attend the 
Coronation Durbar. ‘The first three Princes of Arcot were exempt from 
personal attendance in Civil Courts, enjoyed the tille of Ls Highness and 
a salute of fifteen guns, and were treated ag Ruling Chiefs, 

, The present Prince of Arcot, Sir Ghulam Muhammad Ali Khaa 
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Bahadur, K. C, 1. 1¢,, was born in 1882. Te received his carly secular and 
religious education at hame, and ater learned English under Messrs C, 
Morrison M, A LL, B,, and C. A. Payne, M. A. In 1903 he suceceded to 
the musnad according to the terms of te Letters Patent issued by Her 
Most Gracious Majesty Queen-limpress Victoria, He received the title of 
Khan Bahadur in L897 and was created a KC. 1 8. in 1909, The fol 
lowing year the Mahomedan electorate of the Presidency elected him a 
member of the Imperial Legislative Council, and a better selection they 
could not have made, for during his term in that august body his modesty 
was very conspicuous, and the simple commonsense of his speeches 
was highly appreciated, He holds the most responsible position of Presi- 
dent of the Madras Presidency Muslim League, He presided over the All- 
India Moslem League held at Delhi in 1910, and was present at the Allaha- 
bad Hindu«Mabomedan Conference of 1911, When the Royal Procla- 
mation was celebrated in Macias, the Prince enbanced its success by his 
active participation in it; and with the object of dilfusing the spirit of 
loyalty to the masses, be had the famous proclamation and messages 
printed at his own cost, in Maglish, Tamil, Telugu, and findustani, 
and got them distributed all over the Presidency, He enjoys the 
unique honow of being the Premier Nobleman and _ the recognised 
chief of (he Mahomedan community of South India, He is entitled to an 
annual visit {o and from [is Excellency the Governor of Madras. In vir~ 
(ue of the personal salute: of fifleen guns and the litle of His [Highness 
enjoyed by the first, second, and third Princes, the present Prince is 
allowed to have an escort of troopers and maintain an infantry guard. He 
possesses three guns to, fire salutes on all important occasions, as the 
Prophet's Birth Day, Idee’. Ramzan Id-c’-Bakreed, his own birth day, and 
on occasiona of formal return visits of H, I. the Governor of Madras, 
Members of Council, and Ruling Chiefs, 

‘The Cuil Citles of (he Prince are—Nawab Azim Jah, Umdateul-Umra 
Amireul-Umra, Siraj-ul-Umra Madareul-Mulk, Umdat-ul-Mulk Azim-ud- 
Daulah Asad-ud-Daulah-ul-Ingliz, Sir Ghulam Muhammad Ali Khan 
Bahadur K, C. I. E, Zulfiltar Jung Sipah Salar, Amir-i-Arcot, 

If we may be permilted without offence to look behind the curtain 
which hides his private life from the world, we shall find that he is of a 
most venial disposition, unostenlatious, and courteous. He maintains his 
religious convictions wilhoul bigotry and without intolerance, He isa’ 
Prince whose heart always beats warmly on the side of order and loyally ; 
and his quiet, unobtrusive, and cogscientious labours in the service of his 
country will he remembered by Hindus and Mahomedans alike with 
respect and approval, 


RAJAH MUHAMMAD AZAM SHATIT SAID 
OF THE SANSTHANICK ESTATE 


‘the Sansthanick estate in Nagpur, Central Provinces, consists of 
fotty-nine villages possessing the best soil in the country, with a total 
income of Rs, 82,000 a year, and covering an aoa of G4 402 acres, extend+ 
ing over the three adjoining districls of Nagpur, Bhandara, and Chindwara, 
The landed property is all ancestral, except two villages which were 
recently purchased, 

The Rajah is descended of the family from the old Goud culers of the 
country, known in hislory as the “ Deogath Dynasty," which seems lo 
have succecded the old Gaoli Kings, The founder of the dynasty wag the 
semi-mythical Goud hero, Jalba, born of a virgin under a bean phot and 
protected by a cobra spreading its hood over him during the heat of the day, 
when his mother left him tu look after her work, When he grew up, he look 
service under the Gaoli Kings, Ransur and Gansu, having proved 
his strength by performing the feat of lifting oll its hinges, wilh his hands, 
of the large gate of the casile, He was ordered lo shuughter a buflalo at 
the next Divali festival, but was distressed as to how lo accomplish it, 
armed as he was with none other than a wooden cudgel, ‘The voddess, 
Devi, however, appeared lo him in a dream and told him thal, when tie 
moment came, his stick would change into a sword of the finest Lemper, 
and that, after slaughtering (he buffalo, he should jumpan to the royal 
elephant, kill the kings, and establish himself in Uheir stead. All this came 
to pass as the goddess directed. 

The third or fourth in descent from Jatha was Baklit Bukind, who 
reigned in 1700, He went to Delhi and entered the service of Aurangzeb, 
He performed some signal exploits and gained the favonr of the Iemperor, 
who induced him to abandon the riles of Bhimsen aud adopt the Mubam- 
madan faith, On complying with il, he was acknowledged Rajah of 
Deogath under the name of Bakht-Buland., Itis said of him “He 
employed Indiseriminalely Musalinana and Tindug of ability (a introduce 


THE RULING CHIEKS, NOBLES AND ZAMINDARS OF INDIA 528 g 


order and regularity into bis immediate domains, Industrious settlers from 
all quarlers were aftracted to Gondwana, many thousands of villages were 
founded, and agricultnre, manufactures, and even commerce made consi- 
derable advances. It may, with truth, be said that much of the success of 
the Mahratta administration was due to the ground work laid by him, 
The modern city of Nagpnr was founded by him on the sile of some 
hamlets, known as Rajpur Barsa. 

Bakht Buland was succeeded by Chand Sultan, who greatly improved 
the cily of Nagpur and added considerably to the wealth of the country, 
Chand Sullan died in 1739, when a series of dynastic squabbles followed 
among the different mambers of the family; and Raghoji Bhonsla of Berar, 
who had sided with one patty, was al last tempted to stay at Nagpur, pro- 
claimed himself protector, bul studiously preserved the dignity of the Gond 
family. ‘The Mahratta rulers continued to pay all honours due to a ruling 
chief to every representative of the family in succession, and always paid to 
him a fixed share of the revenue of the kingdom. He bore the title of 
Rajah, and the Mahrattas ruled in the name of the Gond prince, 

The British Government, when it succeeded the Mahratla Raj, main+ 
tained the dignity of the Gond family as iChad been under the Mahrattas, 
butin place of the fixed share of the revenue, sellled a pension of one 
lakh of rupees per year for Rajah Suleman Shah, and bis successor, The 
present Rajah is granted an annuily of Rs, 50,000 which, added to the 
income from (he villages of tbe Sansthanick ostales, makes a total of 
Rs, 1,482,000 a year, 

Rajah Muhammad Azam Shah Sahib was born on the 13th Seplember 
1884, and was adopted when he was but cight months old by his mater- 
nal grandfather, the lve Rajah Muhammad Suleman Shah Sahib. The 
adoptive as well as the natural father died soon after the adoption, and tac 
estate was consequently taken over by Government and placed under the 
Court of Wards in May 1885, The minor Rajah was brought up under the 
supervision of officers appointed by Government, and received his primary 
education at the local Convent School, which he joined as a child of three 
years, In his tenth year, he was sent to the Rajkumar College, Raipur, 
where he continued his studies ti 1901, While there, he distinguished 
himself in manly games, particularly in riding, for excellence in which he 
won a medal, He tovk a keen interest in polo and shooting. On his 
return from Kaipur, he attended the Agricultural School al Nagpar for 
about a year, and in 1902 he joined the M, A, O, College, Aligarh, where 
ho received liberal education for five years, During this time he dis 
tinguished himself particularly al polo, of which he has always been an 
enthusiast He left the College in J905, and on the 16th October of the 
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same year, the Court of Wards transferred the management of the estate 
to him, He was married in February 1901, but the Rani having died at 
child birth within a year of the marriage, he married again in June 1901, 

The Rajah maintains sixty-two servants on his private establishment, 
besides those employed in the management of the estate, and gives nixly- 
six persons gratnilous pensions varying in amount and making a tolal of 
Rs, 22,000 year, Many a charitable inatitution of the city receives liberal 
support from the estate. The Rajah is a kind-hearted young man of ami. 
able disposition, possessing a generous nature, and is very popular 
among all classes of people, He was unanimously elected President of 
the Provincial Muslim League and of the Provincial Committee for the 
collection of funds for (he Moslem Oniversily, and is called on to preside 
at every important public meeting of the Muhammadans of the city, ‘The 
Rajah is exempt from the restrictions of the Arms Act and also from 
attendance in Civil Courls, He was granted medals at the Delhi Durbars 
of 1908 and J911, He has travelled all over India and is anxious to visit 
foreign counlrics soon. 


NAWAB FATEH ALI KHAN QIZILBASH, GLE, 
OF LAHORE 


Nawab Fateh Ali Khan Qizilbash, C.LE,, one of the premier noblemen 
of the Punjab, belongs to a well-known family of military men, distinguish. 
ed for their prowess and heroism in many a war, and for their loyal and 
faithful service to the British Government during the Afghan wars and at 
the time of the great Mutiny. He is a lineal descendant of Sardar Ali Khan, 
a Chief in the province of Sherwan on the Caspian Coast, who took service 
under Nadir Shah and accompanied him to India in 1738, After Nadie 
Shah's return, he became the Governor of Qandahar, When Nadir Shah 
was assassinated and Ahmed Shah Durrani rose to power, Ali Khan ob- 
tained the District of TTazra, near Qandahar, and settled there as a power= 
ful Chief, Te went with Ahmed Shah to India im 1760, and had his full 
share in the honours of the third battle of Panipel, which once for all 
broke up the Mahratta power fa India, When he returned home, Abmed 
Shah grew judloug of Ali: Khan and (ried to deprive him of his power and 
éslates. ‘his he was able to effect only by gelting Ali Khan assassinated 
in 1770. This horrible deed greatly reduced the influence of the Qizilbash 
family in Afghanistan, The principality became divided into a number of 
chiefships, and they were only held together by the feeble bond of hatred 
of Timur Shah, the successor of Ahmed Shah, When, however, the sons 
of Ali Khan grew up and came of age, they recovered mast of the family 
estates and'became reconciled to Timur Shah, who invited the eldest of 
them, Gul Mahomed Khan, to Qandahar and conferred on him the title 
of Sardar, His brothers, Widayal Khan and Ali Mahomed Khan, also dis« 
tinguished themselves in all the wars of the times, and added to the prestige 
and wealth of the family. Widayat Khan was with Shah Zeman at 
Lahore in (707, and, returning o Cabul, he got for himself the estates of 
Asad Khan, the brother of Dost Mahommad, in return for his own. The 
thigd brother , Ali Mahommad Khan, in conjunction with Vazir Fateh 
Khan, invaded Kashmir, and after an adventurous career for eight years 
in those parts, returned to the family and sellled with Hidayat Khan, 
Of his two sons,the elder died without an heir, and the younger, 

Ai 
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Ali Jan Khan, succeeded to his father's share in the family estates, 
which are stillin the possession of his descendants tn Cabul, UWidayat 
Khan, the second son of Sardar Ali Khan, was the geeat-grandfather of the 
subject of this memoir, and he had six sons, ‘The first three distinguished 
themselves in the service of the Afghan rulers, in’ many military 
campaigns and exploits, The fourth and the most tuented of them, Ali 
Raza Khan, was in Cabulat the (ime of the Afghan Campaign during 
Lord Auckland’s Viceroyally, He was of immense service to the British, for 
the Qizilbash is a powerful and influential clan in Cabul numbering about 
ten thousand, and but for the timely help of Ali Raza Khan, who wielded 9 
mighty influence, the English would have fared much worse in the cam. 
paign, Qizilbash, it may be noted, is a lille of Turkish derivation, meaning 
red-head ; and the name originated with Shah Ismail Safavi, founder ofa 
line of kings, who tuted in Persia about the sixteenth century, and who 
commanded his soldiers to wear a red cap, and 2 (urban round iC of (welve 
folds in honour and in remembrance of the twelve Tmams, the successorg 
of Ali, from whom he professed to have descended, Ali Raza Khan spent 
large sums of money from his own privale sources in helping: the Mnglish 
cause, often bribing the officers of the Amir to be kind and helpful to the 
British prisoners, Afler the close of the war, be accompanied the Britigh 
troops to India and setled down in Lahore, as it waa no longer sate 
for him to remain in Cabul Mis Cabul cstiles were confiscated by 
the Amir who razed his house in that City to the ground, and built, 
with the materials, two houses for his own use. ‘This was the penalty 
he had to pay for his loyally and develion lo the British interests 
all through the Afghan wars in the early forties of the Inal 
century. Afler their settlement in India, the fonily was equally 
conspicuous for its allegiance and service, Ali} Rava Khan. himself 
and his brothers were wilh the British inthe fields of Mudki, 
Feroze Shah, and Subruon, He was with Major Lawrcuce in Kangra and 
in Kashmir in 1846, and his nephew, Sher Mahomed, at the head of one 
hundred horse, was most useful during the rebelfion of 18-1849, When 
the great Mutiny broke unt, Ali Raza Khan looked after the British at 
Lahore, and sent his brothers, Mahomed Raza Khan and Mahomed ‘Taki 
Khan, with large troops of horse, specially raised by himself for the pure 
pose, at his own cost. All the family resources were exhausted in equipping 
these troops, and every able-bodied member of the fumily look part in 
it. Among these were five of his nephews, Ali Rua Khan’s troops formed 
part of the famous Hodson'’s Morse, and they rendered gallant gerviee in 
every field, His last brother, Taki Khan, died at Kashnganj fighting bravely 
in the British cause, Another brother, Mahomed Raza Khan, was twice 
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wounded at Malu and Shamsbad, aad had wo horses shot under him. He 
was one of the bravest ia the army, aad was ever ready (o rush into the 
thick of the light. Afler the campaign, he received the title of Sardar 
Bahadur, with (ue tirstclass Order of Merit, and a pension of Rs, 200 
per mensem, in perpetuity, 

fever since his relara trom Cabul, Ali Raza Khan himself was getting a 
monthly pension of Rs. 800. After the Mutiny, he received a talakdar 
of 147 villages in Bahraich (Quah), yielding about balla lakh per anuom, 
He was made a Khan Bahadur, while his nephews, who too distinguished 
themselves in the Mutiny, eeceived the utle of Sardar Bahadur, Two years 
after, the hereditary distinction of Nawab was conferred on him, The 
Nawah passed away in (866, full of years and honours, 

Tha litle of Nawab descended to his eldest son, Nawazish Ali Khan, 
who bad wou grewt reputation in’ his service under Major Layeence, 
when the Sikh Goaps inulinied. Tis {third son, Nasir Ali, the father of 
Nawab Matel Ali Khan, managed the Oudh estate, and held lie honorary 
rank of an Assistant Commissioner, 

Nawab Nuawazish Ali Khan closely followed in the footsteps 
of his father, and his name stood high in’ the list of the Punjab 
nobles for hhoneur aed iategrily, Oe was the President of die 
Lahote Municipal Committee for Uhree years, [le was made a CLE, in 
1888, wad three years keter wis dubbed a Knight, In 1887 he was anomie 
nated an additional Member of the Punjab Legislative Council; and in 
the year preceding it, he had the proprietary rights in Rukh Caliaaa, Lahore, 
conferred on him, On his death in 1890, his brother, Nasir Ali Khao, 
inherited the tide of Mend as the eldest member of the family, Prior to 
this, Nasir Ali Khan had served the Beitish Government for twenty years 
ag an ollicer in the Panjab Provincial Civil Service, He passed away in 
1896, and was succeeded hy Nawab latch Ali Khan, the present head of 
(he family. 

Nawab latch Ali Khan was born on the 5th October 1862, He 
became a mentee of the Punjab Legislalive Council in 1807, He isa 
prominent figure in the publi¢ life of the Province of Five Waters, He 
always exerts his great iufluence in bringing about’ unily and harmony 
among the different sections of the people there. Tn 1897, mainly through 
hig exerlious, Une strained religious feelings belween Lhe Mahomedans and 
the Sikhs were greatly softened, He headed the Mahomedan depulation 
thal wailed ou the Viceroy al Simla, Lo presenta congratulatory address on 
the occasion of the Diamond Jubilee of Queen Vicloria the Good, He 
represented the Province al the Fanune Conlerence al Calenila, During 
the Chitral campaign he was most useful lo the Supreme Government, 
and his services and those of the olher members of jis clan were always 
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at ils disposal. The right of private entiy at  Vicerezal Icvecs was 
conferred on him in J900. He went lo England in 1902 in order to be 
present at the Coronation ceremony of His Imperial Majesty King 
Edward VIL At the Delhi Durbar of 1908, he was one of the guests 
invited, and it was on this occasion that he was invested with the Order 
of the Companion of the Indian Empire, In the following year he 
became a member of the Imperial Legislative Council, When the Amir 
of Afghanistan visited India in 1907, he was present as a guest at the recep. 
tion given to His Majesty at Agra, During the days ol the recent unrest 
again, the Nawab’s influence in promoting a spiril of loyalty among the 
Punjab Mahomedans was most timely and useful, As His Honour Sir 
Louis Dane observed in his reply to an address presented by the Punjab 
Chiefs’ Association in 1909, Nawab Fateh Ali Khan Qizilbash is a lead« 
ing representative of the strong western Mahomedan influence in the 
Province, and is himself a prominent landowner and citizen of Lahore.” 


He is the President of the Punjab Chiefs’ Astocittion and of the 
Punjab Moslem League, and the Life President of the local Anjuman-i+ 
Islamia and the Hinayat-i-Tdam and is the pation of the Punjab) Moslem 
Club, The other membus of this distinguished family also hold high 
places in (he public Ive of the Province, Mahomed Ali Kban, son. of 
Nawab Nasir Ali Khan, is an Honorary Magistrate and Vice-President 
of the Lahore Municipalily. Sardar Raza Ali Khan, sou of Sardar Bahas 

\ dur Mahomed Raza Khan, gets a dannly pension of Rs, 200 por mensen, 
1 He was an extra Assistant Conamissicuer for many years, and acecm. 

* panied Sir Lepel Griffin asa nenlerof his yolitical stall to Cabul in 
1880, He isa Commissioner of the Labore Municipality. In 1908 he 
received a Kaisar-i-Hind medal of (he second class, Another member 
of the family, Ali Hussain Ali han, is a Barrister-al-Law, and an extra 
Assistant Commissioner, 


Thus the Honourable Nawab Fateh Ali Khan Qizilbash, C.LI, is 
a member of an influential family, which has deserved well of the Brie 
fish Government, His grandfather, Alt Raza Khan, was not by birth a 
British subject, but, as a writer justly observes, “it would be difficult 
throughout Hindustan to find a family, however, bound {o the English 
Government by giahtuce or duty, which has, for its sake, risked so 
nobly and disinterestedly Wfe and cvaything tat could niake life desi- 
rable, As long as the fist Cabal campaign which was most disastrous {0 
the British arms is remembered, as long as the sorrows and the glories 
of 1857 are household words among us—so Jong will whe name of Ali 
Raza Khan and his gallant family Le gratelully remembered by all true 
Englishmen and held in great esteem”, 


NAWAB SAHIB MIR MOINUDIN HUSSAINKHAN SAHIB 
OF BARODA 


The Nawal's family claims descant from Hussain, the son of Alli, 
They left Arabia for Herat in the year 1500, and a century later they 
migrated to India under Sayad Abdula, The fifth in descent from him 
was Mir Nurudin Hussainkhan, the founder of the family of the Nawab, 
He was dignified with the title of Nawab Bahadur by the British, He 
helped the English in making peace with the Indian Princes and got many 
gifts from tiem as well as from the British Government for his peace 
policy, The British Government, as a mark of honour, has kept his full 
size portrait in the Residency of Baroda, He died Jeaving seven sons, the 
fourth of whom, Kamaludin Hussainkhan, commenced his career as a 
Military Commandant at Nagpur. He also rendered help to the English 
in maintaining a friendly alliance with the Gaekwar, for which he was 
rewarded by (he Government, fe had three sons, the first of whom passed 
away very shortly, and the second son, Hisanudin, in 1854, Among the 
four sons of thé latter, Samaludinkhan was the eldest and the predecessor 
of the present Nawab Sahib, who forms the subject of this sketch, The late 
Nawab Kamaludinkhan was born in Waroda, He received from the Baroda 
Durbar Ra, 86,000 peranntm, for his expense and another sum of Rs,1,000 
as Nawab, The document made with the Brilish says, “The verbal 
promise which the British have passed for the protection of the Nawab’s 
family will be strictly observed, ‘The present conduct of the Gaekwar 
towurds the Nawab compels the Government to lake hin under their 
protection,” Fle was also rewarded with a medal. The Nawab died in 
Baroda in 1885. His brother, Mir Nurudin Hussain Khan, succeeded 
him and got all the titles aud honours claimed by the late Nawab. 
Mir Moinudin Hussainkhan, the son of Mir Nurudin Pussain Khan, is of 
a jovial, affable, and zealous disposition, He is well-versed in both Persian 
and Urdu languages, aud possesses a fair knowledge of English, Gujrati 
and Marathi, He married a noble lady of high family named Roshanjahan 
Begum Sahiba, the daughter of the late Nawah of Bella. He was reward. 
ed by the British Government wilh asilver medal during the celebration of 
the voronation at Delhi in 1908. He is fond of hunting and other games, 
The Nawab Sahib is blessecdwith two sons and three daughters. The cldee 
son is Mir Hisamudinkhan, and the second, Mir Nurndinkhan, 
Tho Nawab Sahib is independent of the jurisdiction of the Baroda Court, 
and ig exempted from personal appearance in any British Civil Court. 


THE HONOURABLE NAWAKB 
ASADULLAHKHAN, KHAN BAHADUR 
OF MEERUT (UL PY 


The Honourable Nawab Asadullahkhan, Khan Bahadur of Meerut, is 
a direct descendant of Hazrat Zuber, one of the earliest followers of the 
Prophet Muhammad, His son, Abdullah, was among the first promulgators 
of Islam in Northern Arabia and Persia, As Ishun progressed, Abduiasbin« 
Zaher’s song moved eastwards, and eventually came down lo tadia with 
Mahmud of Ghazni. Duriug the early Mahomedan period (he fortunes of 
the family were subject (o many vicissitudes, owing lo the rise aud full of 
different dynasties of Mabomedan Kings, but wader the Moghul Mimperors 
several members of the family held very high positions, During the tine 
of Akbar the Great, Nawab Nizam Uddin Khan, betlor knowa as Nawab 
Shahbazkhan, was Governor of Bengal, Abul Iaal testifies to the high 
position held by him, 

His brother, Nawab Dadankhan, was Governor of Peshawar and 
Lahore. He founded a town near Jathore still known as Pind 
Dadankhan, His grandson, Nawab Mohabal Khan, succeeded him 
to the Governorship of Peshwar, where he built a grand mosyue of red 
stone which bas withstood the ravages of (une and ig stil in good condi- 
lion, His son, Nawab Mahomed Khan or Khair Andesh Khan (who 
flourished during the reigns of Shah Jahan and Aurangzeb), was the must 
iustrious member of the family. Ne built a fort in Meerut, (he gate of 
which, called Khairnager Darwaza, still commemorates his uaime. Ie also 
built in 1690 a fine mosque called “Khairal Masajid wal Muabid’ in the 
heart of Mecrul city, and founded Khairandeshpur in Htawali Several 
other Mahallas in Blawaliand Delhi are uamed afler him, Ue was at 
different times Governor ol Kalehr, Behar, Htawah, Bengal aud other 
provinces, In a letter in Rugate Aalamgiri Aurangzeb speaks very highly 
of hig qualifications and capabilities, 

His grandson, Nawab Mahomed Masih Khan, showing preat valour 
al (he age of twelte in defealing and capturing Rajah Sather Sal 
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Bundela, wis made a Yekhazari (commander of 1000 men) and 
succeeded his grandfather to the Governorship of Etawah under 
the title of Khairandesh Khan 1, Ife built a Seeshiaahal in the fort 
at Meerut, Ife was succeeded by his son, Nawab Khairiyat Andesh 
Khan, Governor of Kashmir, Ue built the Kashmiri Bazaar, Ete 
was followed by Nawah Afiyat Andesh Khan, Deputy Governor of Etawal, 
tle built the Jumma Masjid of Btawah and Katra Shewakali. His 
gon, Nawab Farhat Andesh Khan, was a minor during the anarchi- 
cal times before the British look possession of those Proyvinees and 
consequently lost all his jaghir and landed property. He served the 
British Government in the Gurkha wae under General Gillespi, His son, 
Nawab Mubarak Ali Khan, was for some time Mir Munshi to Lord Auck« 
land, Governor-General of India. After the Mutiny he retired from 
Government service and was made an (onorary Magistrate of Mecrut, 
He died in 1876. 

His gon, Nawab Ahmadullah Khan, served the British Govern- 
ment for twenly-cight yearsin the Customs Department and retired on 
pension in 1877, having distinguished himself by his fidelity during the 
Muliny when he was wounded and twice waylaid by the rebels, He 
received the tile of (Nawab? on the 26th February 1885. He was an 
Honorary Magistvate of the first class and Vice-President of the Meerut 
Municipal and District, Boards, in which capacities he cut a great figure 
by his public spirit. 

Gis gon, the UWonourable Nawab Assadullahkhan, Khao Bahadur, 
the present representative of the family, has been serving as_an Honorary 
Magistrale and View-Chairman of the pisirict and Municipal Boards 
of Meerut for the last twenty-two years, The title of Khan Bahaduy 
was conferred on him in 1888 for his services in the Salt Depart- 
ment, and that of Nawab in 1895, In recognition of his good services in 
the cause of Local Self-Government, he reccived certificates of honour 
from Queen Vieloria in 1897, from King edward VIL in 1908, and from 
King George Vin 1941, The second he had the honour of receiving 
from the hands of the puke of Connaughl. He received two medals at 
the Delhi parhars of 1904 and 191L which ho attended as a Government 
guest, He has lately been elevated by election to a seat on the Legisla- 
tive Council of the United Provinces. Jike his forefathers he 
is a wroal Hakim, and hundreds of poor peuple go fo him every 
morning, [eu takes great pleasure in allending to them and 
distributes medicine yealis, [is only son, Mr, Sadullah Khan, is a 


Tahsildar in Agra, 
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Itis younger brother, Mr. Islam Ullahkhan, was a Superintendent 
of Police in the United Provinces, He entered Government service 
asan Assistant Superintendent of Police in 1880, and as he worked 
with zeal and ability, he was made a permanent Superinten~ 
dent in 1886, It need hardly be mentioned that he was the only 
Indian Superintendent of Police in those Provinces, During the whole 
of his service of thitly-one years he was known as an eificiont 
Police Officer, distinguished especially for his tact in controlling his 
staff and getting work out of them; and he always enjoyed the high 
opinion of his superior officers. Amongst Ins subordinates he was 
so popular that they loved him well, Wherever he was ste 
tioned, he kept peace and order, not so much by his Police Force 
as by his personal influence and amiable character. Ue is a good 
sporisman, having shol a number of tigers and almost every kind of wild 
game, His son, Mr. Islam Abmadkhan, B, A,, (Aligarh), is Deputy Saperin« 
tendent of Police in Bulandshahr, and of his other sons, Mr. Ishim 
Nabikhan, B.A,, (Aligarh), is a Deputy Collectorjand Mr, Islam Hamidkhan 
a Tahsildar in the United Provinces. Nawab Astdullabkhan's younger 
brother, Mr. Saifullahkhan, Khan Sahib, is Deputy Collector al Bijnor, 
For meritorious services in Cawnpore he received the tile of Khan 
Saheb, Nawab Asadullabkhan’s youngest brother, Mr. Amirullahkhan, 
is Secretary to the Hapur Municipality, 


NAWAB TAJI SAYED BANDSHAH NAWAB RAZVI 
OF PATNA 

Nawab Taji Syed Badshah Nawab Raavi of Patna City, in Bengal, 
who is also known Ly the name of Syed Mohummad Madhi Hassun Khan, 
Banker and Zamindar, was born on the 80th July (858 ({8th Zilhijja 1274 
A. 1h). Ue received his education under private taiuon, as well as in the 
Government College, Patna, He is a descendant of the tlustiious Syed 
Hassun, who came to India with thearmy of Nadir Shah, the Persian 
conqueror, General Syed Hassun, at the express wish of the king of 
Delhi, left his promising young grandson, Syed Razi, in India with that 
monarch, General Syed Hassun relarned to Persia wilh the army 
acvompanied by his son, Syed Mohunnud Ali, Syed Murtaza, the son of 
Syed Ravi, received the title of Khan Bahadur from the king of Delhi, 
Syed Abdullah, the next representative of the family, was indifferent to 
tiles ; but his two sons, Syed Mahdi Ali Khan and Syed Mohammud 
Ali Khan, obtained advancement, and were honoured with the title 
of Khan Rahaduy, The fourth son of Syed Abdullah, Syed TLutf Ali 
Khan, distinguished himself in the reign of Her Majesty Quecn Vic- 
toria, Empress of India, and was created a Companion of the Order of 
the Indian Lmpire, Further honours were in slore for him on the 
occasion of the Jubilee of he Queen-Empress in 1887, when, for fait hful 
services rendered to the Government of India, he was invested with the 
title of Nawab by is lexcellency the Viceroy, Lord Dufferin, The name 
of Nawab Syed atl Ali Khan is held in high respect in Behar, where his 
memory is honoured by his countrymen as the generous conor of a lakh 
and ten thousand rupees, with which was laid the foundation of the tech- 
nical inslilute, now knuwn as the Behar School of Engineering, A pott- 
yail of this lusdious genleman now adorns the hall of the Engineering 
School, which was unveiled by the fate Sir John Woodburn, then 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 

The subject of the present sketch, Syed Badshah Nawab Razvi, 
generally known as the Nawab of Patna, is most loyal to the 
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British Government, On his mother’s side he is adescendant of two 
illustrious families, His mother, on the yiaternal side, came of the 
family of Haji Mohamad Ismail who, migrating intp India married the 
daughter of the Nawab of Bengal, and was subsequently martyred at 
Bassora while on a pilgrimage to Karbala, Thus he is connected 
with the famous anccstor Mullah Ahuvu Mazindarani, On the father's 
side, she was the grand-daughter of Syed Ali Khan Bahadur, who was 
the son of Syed Abdullah Sahib Razvi. Syed Badshah Nawab Razvi 
is the proprietor of exlensive yamindaries in the Patna and Bhagal- 
pore Divisions, yielding an annual revenue of over a falh anda 
quarter of rupees. By his wealth and position he is well-fitled to serve 
both the Government and his country, His interest in public affairs has 
always been very great, and his subscriptions for the cause of education, me- 
dical service, and charity have been continuous and on a handsome scale, In 
the interest of his Mussulman co-religionists the Nawab has appointed a 
permanent staff, with assistants, forthe proper and decent interment of - 
the remains of any of the Moslems whose friends are not able to perform 
the ceremony at their own cost, The Nawab has as yet no issue, cither 
male or female, to succeed him, It was his intention to make a permanent 
endowment of landed properly to the value of Rs, 16,000 per annum, the 
revenue of which was to be expended for religious purposes and for the 
aid of widows, orphans, and others who are helpless and needy among 
the members of his faith, Butas the Government declined to accept the 
management of a religious endowment, in accordance with the provisions 
“of the “Charitable Endowment Act,” the Nawab had lo change the object 
of hig endowment and devoted it to the cause of education. Accordingly 
he made a permanent endowment, in tho year 1909, of landed 
properly yielding an aunual net income of rupees ¢ight thousand 
for female education in Behar, upon a truly purda system, This 
gave rise to the establishment of the present female college at Pathri- 
ghat in Patna City, which is named after him as*Nawah Badshah Nawab 
Razvi Training College for female teachers.” At the Delhi Coronation 
purbar of 1903 the Nawab was ihe guest of Government, On the 19th 
November 1908, the Government was pleased to award bim the coronation 
medal. For some time he was Vice-Chairman of the Pataa Municipality 
and an Honorary Magistrate, His services are still at the disposal of the 
Munisipalily and the Patna District Board, 

On the Ist January 1909, he was invested wilh the title of Nawab, ag a 
personal distinction, by His Excellency Lord Minto, then Vicoroy 
and Governot-General of India, In a Divisional Durbar held at Bankipore 
on Friday the Ist October 1909, ata, ab, Mr, W, Mand, the Commissioner 
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of the Patna pivision, presented the Nawab with the Khilatand the Sanad 
and addressed him in the following wordss-- 

“You, Nawab Uaji Syed Badshah Nawab Razvi of Patna City, 
have been granted the rank of a Nawab, partly, and I may say chielly, on 
account of the intrinsic merit which you have yourself exhibited, but also 
(and I believe (hat this will be specially appreciated by you) in retrospective 
recognition of (he illustrious family to which you belong, ‘The occasions 
must be within the memory ot many present here to-day on which your 
cousin, the late Nawab Bahadur Syed Wilayat Ali Khan, C.LE., and your 
father, Nawal Syed Lutf Ali Khan, C,LE,, received, in recognition of their 
high services, Khillats from the hands of Government, if not in this actual 
hall, at any rate within the precincts to which it now belongs. The Behar 
School of Engineering, which is a monument to your father’s liberality, is 
almost visible from our place here, A mile or two beyond is the evidence, 
of your own liberality 1 the form of the Badshah Nawab ‘Training College 
for Women Teachers, | hope that in due course of time that college may 
be transferred to amoresuitable sile and to more convenient accommoda- 
fion, but wherever it may be, the endowment of it, amounting in value to 
over one and @ half lakhs of rupees, will remain as your gift, a gilt’ which 
has originated the first serious allempt to deal with female education in 
Beha upon a truly purda system, 

“Y need not recapitulate all other services which you have done at 
various times to Government, You have been an elficient and cons« 
cientions Magistrate and have acled on one occasion as Vice-Chairman of 
the Municipalily of the large cily in which you reside, and of which you 
are now a member of the hoard of Commissioners. It has been a pleas 
sure to me, a8 representing Government in this division for several years, 
to watch your career, and to find that, while acting by acknowledgment 
as tho leader of one of the great parties of the great Musalman Faith, you 
ate yet able and willing to interest yourself in the work of progress and in 
the details of the local Municipal Advministralion. | congratulate you 
most sincerely on your attainment to the rank of which you received the 
sanad to-day”. 

The Nawab Sahib was present at the Delhi Durbar of 1911 
as Government guest and took part in all ils functions. He js @ popular 
nobleman with advanced ideas and has many more years of useful and 
active life before hin, 


THE HONOURABLIE NAWAB 
KHWAJA MOHAMMED YOUSOrT KTIAN BAHADUR 
OF DACCA 


‘The ancestors of the Honourable Nawah Khwaja Mohammed Yousoff 
Kban Bahadur were the direct descendants of Shah Syed Abdul Qadir 
Gilani of Bagdad, and his grandmother came in the ling of Shah Syed 
Obeidullah Abrar Tusi. One of Gitani’s successors, Khwaja Khairalla, a 
Sunni, unable to cope with the feuds and dissensions of the other sect, Shia, 
left his country, Kashmir, with theother families of his clan, in the middle of 
the eighteenth century, and seliled down al Delhi, Like his predecessors, 
he was also a religious guide, owned extensive property at Kashmir, and 
had a large number of followers, Several offshoots of this family sutiled in 
different parts in the Punjab and Bengal. Ue ultimately came lo Patna, 
with a son, Mahomed Afzal, and a daughter, and remained there permancnl. 
ly, “Chey carried on extensive business iv various tines, and in course of 
time made a large fortune, In 1850, Khwaja Mabomed Mahdi, the grand 
gon of Khwaja Mahomed Afzal, married a sister of the late Nawab Sir 
Abdul Gani of Dacca, 

Nawab Khwaja Mohammed Yousolf, son of Khwaja Mahomed Mahdi, 
born in 1856, was carefully (rained by his parents in his early years and 
received sound educalion. He was always fond of cullared sociely, and in 
the company of educated pcople he displayed intelligence in the discussion 
of general and political subjects, He married a daughter of Nawab Sir 
Abdul Gani, and a half sister of Nawab Sir Ahsanullah Bahadur of Dacca, 
He was a Municipal Commissioner long before and after the 
introduction of the Local Self-Government Act, Nawab Gihadur gir 
Abdul Gani and Sir Ahsunullab, who held him in great esteem, always 
consulled him on matters relating to their family and estate, [fe lias held 
the Vice-Chairmanship of the Dacca District Board since 1896, Le was 
elected Chairman of the Dacca Municipality in 1807, Mor well-nigh thirty 
years he was an Honorary Magistrate, (Ie founded the Mahomed 
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Association, which has since developed into the Provincial Mahomedan 
Association. It was through his exertions that the Dufferin Moslem Hospital 
was erected at Dacea, in commemoration of the visit of His Excellency to” 
that cily in 1888, ‘The British Government granted hiw a certificate of 
honour in 1908, and the lille of Khan Bahadur in 1904. Six years later, he 
won the distinction of Vawah, At the investiture ceremomy, Sir Lancelot 
Hare observed 

itis with much pleasure that Lam about to hand to you the title of 
Nawab, which has been given to you by the King-Imperor asa personal 
distinction, For no less than thirleen years you have served wilh disinterested 
zeal and energy as Chairman of the Municipality of Dacca, and for some 
years previously you were Vice-Chairman, You bave also served some years 
as Vice-Chairman of the District Board. In these capacities you have ren- 
dered great services to Government and to the public It is in your time that 
the greatly improved and more abundant water supply has been given to the 
town of Dacea, and to your wise and tactful {realment of this difficult pro- 
blom your fallow towusmen owe this meat improvement, In this and in other 
matters you have always put at the disposal of Government and the public the 
benefit of your local knowledge and your personal influence, Knowing Dacca 
as intimately as Ido, [can say that great improvements have been effected 
during your regime, and no advice will, Iam sure, be more valuable than 
yours in the further improvement which, as funds permit, we are anxious to 
carry out. 

In the course of his reply to the farewell addresses presented to him, 
Sir Lancelot Mave referred to the services of the Nawab Saheb in the 
following terms it 

In every department of Government, I have received the greatest help 
and nol least in the improvement of the Cily of Dacca from my old friend, the 
Chairman of (ho Munigipalily, the Hou'ble Nawab Khwaja Mahomed Yousoff, 
whose intimate knowledge of the requirements of your City and untiring zeal 
In carrying out useful and necessary works you can appreciale and recognise 
ais WOIL 8 TD Cailiccceetsreseeneeee 

Nawabzadah Khwajah Muhammad Alzal, the eldest son of the Nawab 
Sahib, and a scion of the renowned Dacca Nawab family, was born on 
the 8rd December 1875, He is an undergraduate of the Caleutta Univer- 
sity, and studied during the years 1894-5 in the Dacca College, but delicate 
constilution prevented him fiom continuing his sludics further, He 
married the eldest daughter of the present Dowager Begum Besides being 
amember of the Royal Asialic Society of Great Britain and Treland, the All- 
India Moslum League, the Mahomedan Provincial Association and nume- 
rous other important bodies, he isan honorary visitor (o the Lunatic Asylum 
and to the Central Jail, He is an Honorary Magistrate, invesled with 
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second-class powers, and is empowered to sil singly. In UM10 he wa, 
recognised Nawabzada--the foremest in Hast) Vengal to receive 
this privilege from the Gevernment, On the occasion of the last 
Delhi Durbar he received a certificate of hononr, and subsequently, 
on the King-Emperor’s Birthday, a coronation medal, Ue is a great 
Persian scholar, having received his carly training in that logue 
under the late Mirza Mohammed Mahinaur Shirazi, vephew of Visa, the 
well-known poet-laureate of Persia, Nis poctical talent has already gained 
for him the title Shams-ush-Shuara in the Province of Hastern Bengal and 
Assam, He has compiled several volumes of Parsi and Urdu verses, 
culogies, elegies, epilaphs, and chronograms, All these he has written with 
the greatest ease and facility and in the most difficult metres, Il is said that 
his verses have not only secured lo him the admiration of his educated 
countrymen, but placed him atthe head of the few who are credited 
with having paid attention to this most important and difficult subject, 
His chronograms, on all events of importance, have heen appreciated by 
all classes of people; and the Local Government as well as the Government 
of India have commended him for them, He submitted his poems, pub- 
lished in honour of the Delhi Durbar, to their Imperial Majesties, and the 
other members of the Royal Family, who all praised him for them, We 
give below the translation in English of the ingenions chronograms, 
which elicited the appreciation of the cultured people in India pt 
I, Verily the Country of Inia is transported with joy, 
As the KinG-EMprror has bedecked his head with 
the Laporial Crown, 
Il, The ocean-hearted King on account of whose effervescence 
of munificence and bounty, 
The cloud of his liberal hand is scattering pearls and jewels 
WJ, His bright counsel :mparts brillianey even to the Sun, 
In the same way as the Sun does to {he Moon. 
IV, His name, on account of his prudence and wisdom, ig tie 
amulet for the chiefs, 
The dust of whose feel would add to the lustre of the 
crowns of the grandecs, 
V. May the blessings of Jesus be always with Kina Groreu, 
May the shadow of Mary, the Holy Virgin, be ever 
on our QUEEN Mary, 
V1. As long as the Earjh does revolve, may the San of his 
glory never be dimmed, 
As long as the Sky domes overhead, the firm foundations 
of his mpire rest secure aud sale 
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VIL 0, Afzal | the year of the Happy Coronation 
is evident from the dotted letters 
“Happily the just King, OY George the Fifth is weariyt the Crown” 
Wi ALD, AEG hee 
1. Signs of joy and cheerfulness ave visible all around, 
From the Marth lo the Moon, the notes of raplures resound : 
2 ‘That Tis Imperial Majesty, our King-limperor George V. 
Has hedecked his head with the Imperial Crown, 
8 The Diadem of our Sovereign is like the Signet Ring 
of the Praphet Solomon, 
Which has uniter its sway seven Scas and seven Continents. 
4, Like to a Chameteon, the Shan-i-Chin (the Sun) is 
enamoured of vast dominions of our King, 
And never ceases lo shine on them from the East to West. 
5. The tokens of felicity, happiness and cheerfulness, 
Are current in his kingdom far off and near. 
4 In beanty and lnstre, Delhi to-day surpasses the Firdaus 
(Paradise), 
Ite grass doth the lovely foliage of Tuba (Tree in Paradise), 


excel, 
% ‘The good fortune of this Royal Throne, the ancient 


Poacock-Throne grew astonied, 
Like a serpent it twists ilself and in very shame droops 
its diminished head. 
8. On the celebration of the Coronation, all nature has 
donned the cap of mirth and merriment, 
Buoyancy of aptrits is beaming on the face of the people. 
) The aubjects are happy, and the Chiefs Lhe honored recipients 
OF Titles, Khillats, Jagics and high positions. 
The King-lemperor and the Queen-Empreas + 
Gorg (Gcorge) and Mary are covered with glory like the 
Sun or the Moon. 
O! Thou, Almighty God | Who art the Creator of 
cighteen-thousand Worlds, 
Ry lhe grace of the Prophel may they eternally illuminate 
this Universe ; 
And may the “four letlers of the names of each be ever 
enshrined in our loyal hearts: 
As tong as the four elements co-exist in this World, 
1a. When T contemplated the year, whispered gently the 
inspiring angel: 
Afzal, weile out : This is the happy day of the Coronation, 
1820 A. H. 


10, 


1 


12 


Celebration, 
* In Porstan, George na well as Mary ate spelt with four letlers. 


TITE HONOURABLE MIR ASAD ALI] KHAN BAHADUR 


One of the most popular and influential members of the Mahomedau 
community in the Deccan is the Honourable Mir Asad Ali Khan Bahadur 
a scion of the ruling family of Banganap ule, the anly Mahomedan State 
under the political control of the Government of Madrasa, He is the second 
son of the late Nawab Fateh Ali Khan Bahadur, C, §. 1, of Banganapalle, 
and the younger brother of the prefenl Nawab, Ie is also connected 
by marriage with a rich, noble and ancient family in Uyderabad, 
The nobleman is, therefore, very prominently associaled with the premier 
Mahomedan State in India, He is a very intelligent, public spirited, and 
broad-minded gentleman taking a lively interest in all that con. 
cerns the welfare of both the Mahomedan and Iindu communities, 
For the high position he occupies in public estimation and the honour he 
enjoys, he is yct very young, and i(may be hoped that a more brilliant 
future isin store for him, He has cultivated high artistic (isles, and is at 
present the Proprietor of a high class firm of jewellers, Messra, Framiji 
Postonji Bhumgara, He is a connoisseur of diamonds and other Precious 
stones, and the varied interests he has thus brought together in himself, 
keep him always engaged, both pleasantly and profitably, 


The Nawahs of Banganapalle trace their descent from the Prime 
Minister of Shah Abbas Il of Persia in the carly part of the seventeenth 
century. His son married a daughter of the wazir (Minister) of Bijapur 
and his grandson who was holding a high mililary office under the Nawab 
of Arcot, mairied a rich heiress, the only daughter of the then Jaghirdar of 
Banganapalle, an uncle of the grand vazeer of Aurangzeb, ‘The State 
ilself was long an appanage of the Nizam’s Dominions, and the Sayyids 
of Banganapalle were held in the grealest esteem al the Court of Hydera- 
bad. The State passed under British protection in the political distribution 
of the Ceded Districts immediately after the fall of the  shortdived 
Mahomedan house of Mysore, So the Henourable gentleman, who was 
born in August 1879, can claim a yery noble ancestry, His father, the. 
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late Nawab of Rancanapalle, wis a very orthodox Chief, and he took the 
greatest care in Lunmy up his children on strict Islamic principles by 
giving thenva casplete odueation in Arabic and Persian. ‘To this was 
added, in the caso of fhe snhiect of the present memoir, a rather prolong- 
ed training in Madi bin the Nizam‘s College al Iyderabad, 

The etdeatian whieb he thus received has filled him with’ a just ambi- 
tion fo make himselt useful to the public at large, and instead of spending 
his Gime in idle renase and icles frivolities as so many younger children 
of Ruling Chiels do, he showed early a keen business turn of inind, 
Mr. Molony, 1.C.$.. who was in political chargejof Banganapalle for some- 
lime, was much imnresger) with the intelligence aud capacity for work of 
Mir Asad Ali Kham Bahadut, and he gave expression to his regard on more 
than ene public evea von nd im more than one olficial document, With 
no fess warm did the Polrfiecal Agent for Banganapalle, Mr, Lloyd, praise 
his tents andl virtue wh le presenting to bim the sanad of Khan Bahadur, 
Mir Asad Ai Khan ieteha was for sometime attached to the Agricul- 
tural Golleye at Sridane! aud later on to the Collectors of Bellary 
and Chingleput, to gain practical insight into administrative work, But his 
attention was soo” dive ted to trade, and he started the frm of Messrs, 
M, A. AG and Ueothers. of which he was the Managing Director for a 
period of fou vee. Tre (06 when Banganapalle was constituted 
into a Muniaeabtes be heeame ils first: President, and did) much 
nseful ovork dor the omepravement ol (he fown, which — was 
very miner eoereriale | by ihe Political Agent, On the  oceasion 
of the vedi te Madhor oot) Their Majesties as Prince aad Princess 
of Wide mT 06, he acted as) Private Seerelary to his brother, 
the present Nawab, vt took part inal the important functions of the 
royal fone. dn i807 he was exempted from the operations of the Indian 
Arms Avi We oreimnisco o relict Cand ‘or the sufferers tm the flood at 
Hyderabad of ty when Ins wile also came forward to collect large 
stings from amore th co dia ladies dor the same purpose, fn 1908 when 
Sir Atha J avie © ated Ganganapalle to instal his brother as Nawab, he 
was so well meredith fhe bearing and behaviour of the brothers of 
the Nawih, that... Un, Msecelleney himself sud, he thenceforth claimed 
them asins itivod.. With a view to gel into a larger sphere of work and 
also to look ate the cdueation of his children, he left Banganapalle and 
settled down in Moitas, where he carries on business in artistic work as 
the sole Proprictar of the firm of Messrs, Framji, Pestonjee, Bhumgara, 
which he us pureliased, 

A nobleman of social habits and philanthropic instincts, he finds 
lime to take anacitve part in all pubic movements, Heisa member of thy 

ai 
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leading clubs and societies in Madras, a8 the Gymkhana, the Cosmo. 
politan Club, the Anjuman, the Trades Associuion, the All-India 
Moslem League, and the Madras Presidency Moslom Teague. Ile is also 
an enthusiastic mason. He serves on the Managing Committee of the 
Mahomedan Educalional Association of Sonthern {ndia, and is alsa the 
Honorary Treasurer of the Anjuman-i-Mufid-i-Abla-i-[slam, Madras, 
{n the success of the Mabomedan University Schama also his interest is 
no tess keen and active, The title of Khaw Bahadur was conferred on 
him as one of the new year honours of 1914, In 112 he was appointed an 
Honorary Magistrate for the town of Madras by the Madras Government, 
He is thoroughly loyal to the suzerain power, and encourages all movements 
to promote allegiance to the paramount pawer, Te was one of the 
first to move in the matter of presenting an address to Their Majesties, 
when they visited India in December 1911. He is very fond of travelling 
and has visited almost all the important cities in India, [is wife alao is a 
kind-hearted and refined lady, and she enjoyed the special privilege of 
friendship with both Lady Lawley and Lady Carmichael. He has two 
sons and a daughter, and the eldest of his childran, Mir Raza Ali Khan, 
is an intelligent and promising young man, On the last Delhi Durbar 
day he celebrated the auspicious occasion by entertaining a large number 
of friends and by distributing silver coins among the poor, Me is being 
educated at the Wesley College, Madras. 


At the time of the last election in December 1912, Mir Asad Ali Khan 
Bahadur was invited by a large and influential seetinn of Mabomedans to 
represent their interests in the Imperial Legislative Council, and he was re. 
turned ta it by an overwhelming majority without any effort on his part. 
In the Council he is doing much silent and unostentations work in his own 
way. Though a zealous champion of Mahomedan interests, he {s nol 
swayed by any racial prejudices and is equally interested in the welfare of 
all Indian fellow subjects, One nove) system whieh the honourable 
gentleman has adopted is to isgue periodical circulars among his conali- 
tuents giving a resume of the work he is doing in the Council, and also 
bringing prominently to the notice of the community any lines on which 
their activities may be usefully directed for the well-being of the people, 


Thus the Honourable Mir Asad Ali Khan Bahadur is a pro- 
minent and influential Mahomedan of South India, who is devoting his 
talents and opportunities most usefully for the benefil of tho people of 
India in general and of ihe Mahomedan world in particular, Ha has juat 
emerged into public life, and young as he is, we may safely predict for him 
a most suecessful and brilliant career, 


MEER ZULFIKAR ALI KHAN WALADE 
NAWAL MER JAFUR ALI KHAN BAHADUR 
CHIE OF KAMADIA 


POLMMICAL PENSIONER AND JAGHIRDAR OF TUE BaRoDA Strate 


Chis nobleman lost bis father as a minor at Surat, Bombay Presidency. 
gir Theodore Tope, Agent to ‘the Governor at Surat, was appointed guars 
dian and administrator of his estate by the Bombay Government, His 
father, Hd. Meor Jafur Ali Khan Bahadur, was the first among the Gujrat 
aristocracy to visit England in 184d, Al Windsor Castle and St, James's 
Palace he was granted audience by Her Most Gracious Majesty Queen 
Victoria, mpress of India, Meer Zulfikar Ali Khan Bahadur was sent to 
England for education ata comparatively young age. After his return 
to India, he joined the Rajkumar Collegu, Rajkot. He is a jurisdictional 
Chief of Kamadia in Kathiawar, He has two sons, Nawabzadas Meor 
Sarfaras Ali Khan and Meer Gulam Khaja Meinudin Khan, who have 
recuived good lénglish education under Mr. James McDonald, J, P., of 
the Scoltish EducationaliSucicly’s High Schvol, Bombay, 


MIR INTIZAM ALL KHAN BALIADUR 
FIRST-CLASS SARDAR OL DAKUDA 


The progenitor of ihe family to which we wubject of this sketch 
belongs, was Mir Sahib Mir Sailaraz Alt hau Salio of pith aud meas, 
Zamindar and holder of rent-free laud in Shuswau, Tiadount Vintriet, 
Rohilkhand. At the close of the ehtcent eoaluty, be wok service ander 
the Government of H, HL, the Gackwar, disiaguished himself ase Come 
mander in the State army, acquired power and anthience a tue Court, and 
estates in both British Gujaratand Baroda toriiury, wad way fur axiny 
years before his death the chief local authority over LLU, tle Gaekwar's 
possession in Kathiawar, Qs services im command or tie Gavkwi's 
contingent with the British army i the expeduion across the ivuibada 
and at the surrender of Bajirao Peshwe, dud i tue subsequent quelling 
and dismissing of the mutinous Arabs wud Rolutles or thay (rovinee, were 
warmly acknowledged hy Sw fohu Malena, and he was highly 
esteemed by the British olfices oof digi cank, a8 bir John 
Malcolm, Colonel Walker, Messrs, Kiphinstone, J. 8. Carnac, Wallan, 
Ontram, F. F, French, We 8, Boyd, auc soveritt ouhters who cane in 
contact with him, When Mir Saheb Mur Saltavaz Ali Khan returned 
with the Gackwar’s contingent from Malwa wars with flying colours, [Tis 
Highness was so much pleased with him that Le made him his first-clags 
Sardar, which has since become hereditary in the family. On the recom- 
mendation of Sir John Malcolm, the Baroda and the British Governments 
rewarded his faithful and loyal services by the grant of the inam village 
of Gotta in the Savalee Paryana of His Highness the Gackwar, and by 
exempting him to payall sorts of the last India Company's share of 
tribute, etc, in respect of the village ot Kanitndia in Kathiawar, Me, Boyd 
gave Mir Surfaraz Ali Khan, as mentioned i his letter, diated 2th July (641, 
Sir James's uote of the 26th April 1841, as ainemorid of the high opinion 
the Jate Governor bad enterttined of his niurils asa: tenatworthy and 
serviceable ally of the Lritish Govertunent, and further testified to the high 
esteem in which Mir Sariaraz Ali Klan Satub was held by several Governe 
menils. 
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Mir Sahib Mir Sarfaraz Ali Khan Sahib, alter serving the Governments 
of the Gaekwar and the British loyally and faithfully, died im 1860, As his 
eldest son, Mir Akbar Ali Khan, bad predeceased him, lus graudson, Mir 
Ibrahim Ali Khan, succeeded him. Mir Lbrahim Ali Khan ioliowed in the 
footprints of his grandfather, and was the most Joyal Sardar ot His High 
negs the Gackwar. Ue was present al the Delhi Durbar ot £877 as one of 
the suile of the Gackwar, and received a medal, We passed away on the 
ist Januay 1889, Afler him, his eldest son, Mir Ihsan Alt khan, bee 
came Sardar, Wis Uighness the present Maharajaly Gaekwae vonferred 
on him the post of Squadran Commander in the Military Soepartment 
independent of the Sardarship, His Unghness had gieat cegara for Mir 
Ihtisham Ali Khan for lug steadfast loyally ans cartes discharge of his 
duty, On his death on the 24th May 191d, lus eldest son, Mit Saheb Mir 
Intizam Ali Khan, suceceded to the estate, 


KHAN SAHEB NAWAB SYED TASADDUQ HUSAIN 
RAIS AND HONORARY MAGISTRATE OF AURANGABAD 


The subject of this memoir claims his descent from an ancient family, 
its progentior, Nawab Sadar Jahan, having been Prime Minister to 
Emperor Jalaluddin Akbar, His edifices are still extant at Pahant near 
Hardoi, His son, Nawab Syed Mortaza Khan, flourished during (be reign 
of Emperor Shahjahan, as a military commander, and, on his retirehent, 
he received a jaghir, which yielded twenty Jakhs per annum, Ey great 
grandson, Nawab Syed Khurram, the ancestor of Syed Tasadduq Husain, 
oblained the Barwar, Mohamdi, and Aurangabad estates, Several causes 
contributed to the downfall of the family, which now owns a very small 
portion of what it once possessed, 

Nawab Syed Tasadduy Husain, son of Nawab Syed Alt Husain, was 
born on the Ist March 1875, In his early years, be acquired a sound 
knowledge of Persian and Urdu, On his passing the necessary examina 
tions for Government service with credit, he was nonuoaled a Tahsildar, 
but he declined the offer as he had to attend to domestic affairs, He marrie, 
Nawab Jafar: Begam Sahiba, the eldest daughter of his maternal uncly, 
Nawab Syed Ashiq Ali, who was also descended fram the funily of Nawab 
Syed Khurram, and who was very useful (o the British during the Mutiny, 
The following letler, written on the 28th December 1658 by the Officer 
commanding the Brigade, Sitapur District, speaks fur itgelf s 

‘The bearer, Ashiy Ali, a resident of Aurangabad, in the District of Mohamdi, 
I beg to recommend tothe kind consideration of all Englishmen, When the 
officers from Shahjahanpnr, with their wives and children, were so cruelly murs 
dered near Aurangabad, while on thelr way to Lucknow in the month of June 
1857, Meer Ashiq Ali had their remains collected and buried near the road 
side about a mile to the west of Auangabad usar the fatat tree, where they 
were murdered. A mound of earth marks the spot near the * Karbala, 
Ashig Ali, since the return of our troops, has behaved remarkably well and haa 
been of greater nasistance in supplymg intormation and supplies, He hae 
charge of the Thanna al Amangabad, and brs, I believe, given satisfaction 


KAN SAUTA NAWAB SYED TASADDUQ IIUSAIN OF AURANGABAD Bb. 


The Settlement Olficer, Major Boulderson, in hig judgment, dated the 
29th Seplember L466, remarked — 

The carly history af the cise of the Kasha Aurangabad vests apparently on 
tradition only~-bul the leading fels are well known, ‘The only difficulty is in 
ascerlaining dates regarding the said settlement and conquest of the Ilaqua, 
and the different changes which followed the death of Nawab Syed Khurram, 
who founded the lown and bnitt the misonry fort, still used as a Police post: 
It is sald Aurangabad was founded in the time of Aurangzeb Badshah Alamgir 
of Delhi, who reigned from 1068 to 1118 Syed Khurram was the son of 
Nawab Abdul Muktadar Khan of Barwar, a descendant of the well-known 
Nawab Syed Saddar Jahan of Pihani, who, in the time of the Emperor Akbar, 
was" Suddar’, As Suddar, he got a jaghir grant of nine Parganas of the 
Mohamdi [laka, Syed Khurram had twelve sons, and Ahuk Ali, plaintiff, traces 

descent from Nijrhal Ali, one of the sons of Syed Khurram from genera+ 
tions back, ete,” 

On the death of Nawab Syed Ashigq Ali, his nephew and son-in-Jaw,Nawab 
Syed Tasadduq Husain, succeeded lo the estate, His abilities as a Talukdar 
and his many-sided activities as a public-spirited man, altracted the alien- 
tion of the Government, who, in 1885, invesled him wilh powers to be 
exercised within the limits of the Mitauli Police Station. His work was 
so satisfactory that in 1910 his jurisdiction was extended by the addition of 
the Paygawan Police Station too. He had been a member of the District 
Board of Kheri for many years, and was commended for his services at the 
annual incetings, Fle is alill a distinguished member of the District Com~ 
mittee, of the Juvenile Jail, Bereilly, of the High School, of the Department 
of Agriculiure in (he United Provinces, etc, By virtue of his noble 
qualities of head and heart, and his loyal and patriotic acts, he has been 
the recipient of good nang testimonials from high officials, nolably the one 
granted by His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of the United Provinces, 
in commend tion of his services during the recent famine, The Honourable 
Sir Harcourt Buller, Member of the Imperial Council, when he was a Settle- 
ment Officer, wrote on the 24th Mareh 190L :— 

Ihave known Nawab Tasadduq Husain for four years, and have formed 
a very good opinion of him, He is an excellent manager and treats his tenants 
well, His villages are better looked after than any inthe neighbourhood, He 
takes an Intelligent interest in afftirs, is open to reason, and is liberal-minded, 
As an inslance of his Hberalily of mind I note, what Dr, Wilson hag told me 
and what I have myself observed, that he treats the Christian convorts in 
those parts well. Ho lopke after the memorial at Aurangabad, is always ready 
to asalst, aud Ia thoroughly loyal Ne supplies most the rasad to troops 
marching through the Parganah, When anything has got to be done, down to 
plgstioking arrangement, he is the man to help, Hla charity to the poor is 
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well known. J have known many cases in which he baa sottled equilnbly out 
of court, He haa influence on his own estate and he uses this influence for good 
in preventing resort to the courts, and many of his neighbours come to him for 
decision, In the past, I have often heard, he did admirable work as Honorary 
Magistrate. Nawab ‘Tasaddug Husain has a special claim for considerate 
treatment by Englishmen, because his father-ia-law gave decent burial to the 
unhappy refugees from Mohamdi, a service which one wishes might have 
been specially sawarded at the time, but which cannot, ay the Nawab wishes, 
but be specially rewarded now. Bul it constitutes a strong claim for considerate 
treatment, And this treatment is deserved on the merits by Tasadcdug 
Hosain, His estate is small, but he has considerable influence. He is 
theroughly Joval, and Ihave found him thoroughly teliable in all matters 
connected with the setiiement and with the general administration when I have 
held charge of the Distict. I suppose f know the District pretly well, and f 
consider Tasacduq Husain is one of the best landlords in the whole District 
and by far the most reliable and ngcful man west of the Katna, 

In administrative matters, Nawab Syed ‘Tasadduq Husain is of consider 
able assistance to ihe Government. He takes much interest in the hreed- 
ing of cattle and lately presented two bulls to the Government cattle-farnt 
at Kashipur, for which the Deputy Commissioner of Nainital offered him 
thanks, He was of great service to the authorities concerned in promoting 
vaccination throughout the Kheri district, 

He is a man of very simple and abslemions habits. He is vety Icind to 
his tenants, and the poorest of them have easy access to hi, He tikes a 
keen interest in educational matters; he lias opened a large number of 
schools in his astate, and helps poor students to a marked extent LHe has 
built several boarding houses and lowet printary schools, Ele has made 
large additions to his ancestral estate, On the oceasion of the Coronation 
Durbar of 1911, he gave fete to the local students, helped the poor people, 
and made a substantial remission to his tenants, ‘The Government of 
India placed on iccord their appreciation of his meritorious services by 
presenting him, on that auspicious day, with a silver medal, and on ihe 
Birthday of His Majesty conferred on him the title of Khan Sahib, The dis. 
tinclion of Nawab had been enjoyed by all his predecessors, and Syed 
Tasaddug Husain holds it by courtesy, and it is high time that Government 
should recognise it, 
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COLONEL SIR AIFSUR-UL-MULK BAHADUR, 
KC LB, MV.O, ADC. 


Sir Afsu-uleMulk Bahadur holds his Commission ag an Honourary 
Colonel in the British Army. He is in command of His Highness the 
Nizam’s Regular Force which 1s composed of the Regula ‘Troops, the 
Hyderabad Imperial Service Troaps, and the Goleonda Brigade. Colonel 
Sir Afsur raised the Golconda Brigade thity yeas ago. In 1892, when 
His Highness the late Nizam olfeted two Cavalty Regiments for Imperial 
Service, (he Colonel was entrusted with the organiaing of these Repimente, 
and one of them, the fst Lancers, 5 now on Foreign Service. 

When war was declared in Angost 1014, Colonel Sit Afsur offered lis 
services for the front, but owing to sever! teadons lis sur vices were al that 
time required more at Hyderabad, and much to his disappointment his 
going way postponed. Later anin April 1815, the Colonel again oflered 
his services, and, ag the reason for lus stay m Ayderabad au longer existed, 
His Highnesy (he Nizam and Us Excellency the Viceroy were pleased to 

, Approve of the Colonel’s application and he sailed from Bombay to join 
the Imperial Setvice Cavalry Brigade on (he 24th April 19.15. 

Colonel Sir Afsur received the CL, decoration in 1897, duing the 
Jubilee Honours; K.C.LE, in 1908, and the M.V.O, in 1906, when His 
Majesty the King-Emperor George V visited India as Prince of Wales. 
He has seen active service and holds the Afghan Medal for 1¢79«1880 ; in 

ee Black Mountain Expeditiqn in 1888, be was on Ihelate Bart Roberts's 
» Sta and was mentioned in despatches and waa gianted a Medal He 
setved in China in 1900, on General Gaselce’s Staff and holds a Medal tor 
RF ' gervicos, 

if ‘The Colonel was a representative at the Coronation of Hix late Majesty 
Kira wad VII in 1902, and was pleo present al both the Delhi Durhas 
es 1908 and 19LL, In the latler year he :ode on the Stnif of His Lixcelleney 


tu Vi {oy ai! Honaurary D(C. being present also in that capacity on the 
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occasion of the State Entry into Dehli when that daatardly asaault was 
made on His Excellency Lord Hardinge. 

Notwithstanding his long service, the Colonel is still keen @n sport 
and competes with the younger Officers in tent-pegging anc sheep 
cutting, and it takes a lot to beat him even now. As a judge of horseflesh : 
the Colonel is second to none and is an authority on (he Arab. During 
his travels in Baghdad and Syria, the Colonel way able to purchase some 
very good thorough-breds and hac much difficully in procuring them as - 
the Arab is very loth to part with animals of a high class breed Toa 
“Trip to Baghdad” written by Nawab Hamid Yar ]ung, one of the Colo. 
nel’s sons, Sir Afgur has. added an appendix on the Arab horse, which ig 
very instructive to all lovers'éf liogseflesh and is ‘much appreciated, 


far 


PEERZADAH MOTAMIYA SAHEB SAJJADAH NASHEEN 


Peerzadah Mutauddin alias Motamiya Saheb, the Sajjadah Nasheen of 
the Peer Saheb’s gadi of Mangrol new Broach, the recognisec Kazi of 
Kadi, Baroda State, one of the leading priests of Viramgam.in the Ahmedae 
bad District, and the Naib Dewan of the Sachin State, comes of the 
noble family of the Prophet Mahomed. His forefathers were originally 
natives of Mecca, where they exercised great influence as religious’ heads, 
who afterwards settled in India before the Moghal Empice was 
founded, Alan early age Mr, Peereacah gave promise of a very hopeful 

' future, His shrewdness in many respects was marked, His diligence in 
atudy, his fonctness for languages, and his thiret for knowledge were great» 
He pushed his stucies with great application and‘made good progress: 
He aludied up to the B, A, but had to give up his studies wing to the 
premature death of his father who waa the Sajjadah Nasheen of | thé 
 Mangrol gadis 

After the death of his father he was installed in hia place, He has 
had the advantage of goud English education ; and in addilion to his own 
language, Hindustani, he knows other languages as well. He hag also.a 
good knowledge of religion and has written books which have met wtih 

“great public approbation. His Life of the Arabian Prophet in Gujerati 

ig an adinirable work and is highly thought of. His discowses- and 
; Sermons delivered on various occasions have been of great advantage to the 
-Mahomedans, and his contributions to {he newspapers have been always 
odels of calm, dispassionate, and broad-minded survey of social and 
ligious questions. His honest. and clisinlerested work endeared him to 
ie people of Kadi who selected him as their Kazi to guide them in religious 
aatiers, He hay a big Jaghir of the Dargalr to altend to, and manages it 
ery consiclerately. 
The Dargah goos-by the name of.'' Peer Motamlya Saheb’s Jargah” 
f ounded a religious seat at Mangrol, in the Navaari District, in Gujerat, 
uta hundred aud fifty yeara ago, for the Spiritual benetit of his fol- 
‘This seat ig a0 well-known thal the Advovale of {ndia mentions it 
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with justice in the issue of the 2nd January 1914. Lt states, “An annual 
fair was held at Mangrol, between Surat and Broach, in honeur of Peer 
Motamiya Saheb, a saint of great repuled holiness, ‘The pluce was gay 
owing to alarge number of shops, booths, and shows, put up in ita 
locality, The fair commenced on the 25th of December and will fast for 
the whole of January. The Sandal Ceremony was performed on the 28th 
December, when a large procession arranged by Peergzadah Motamia II, 
and presided over by Peer Badamia Saheb, went to the Dargah Sharif and 
made floral offerings with prayers. Tho “ Urs" proper was observed and 
celebrated the next day with great formality, A large number of pilgrims, 
Mahomedans and non-Mahomedans, were present. The mausoleum of the 
Peer Saheb was brilliantly Jit up. * The Peer Saheb is said to have per. 
formed several miracles, and is held in greal veneration, His seat is at 
present occupied by Peerzadah Motamiya Lf, who has studied up to the 
BA, with a religious following of more than fifteen thousand, ‘Ihe 
young Peerzadah possesses qualities which mark him out aya liberal priest, 
Heis held in high esteem bythe people owing to his social position 
and high character”, 

His social position, education, and smartness brought him up to 
the front and recommended him to His Highness the Nawab Saheb of 
Sachin who manifested his appreciation of his good qualities by appoin« 
ting him lo the respectable post of Nail Dewan of the State. Since then 
he has been working there with great zeal and efficiency, He ia 
a very intelligent man, unassuming in manners, and conscientious 
in his dealings with others and possesses altogether a very rare combine ' 
tion of qualities which distinguish him ay a broa¢«minded priest, 

» Sneha man possessing the many-sided qualifications and virtues to 
which we have referred cannol fall lo secure the appreciation and ’ 
approbation of the public, He is now only thirty-three years of age and } 
has a very bright future before him, 


RAJAH SRIRANGADEVARAYALU BAHADUR VARU 
OF ANAGONDI 


To the student of history the estate of Anagondi is interesting ag a 
pathetic relic of bygone greatness, for to-day it represenis the forgotten 
Empire of Vijayanagar, the ruins of whose ancient capital near Hampi 
attract So many annual visitors from all parts of the world, The story of 
that Empire has bean well told in the monumental work of Mr, Robert 
Sewell, .C, 8, the accomplished archzologist and antiquary, The 
kingdom was designed and built up in the heart of the Carnatic by the’ 
distinguished pontific sage, Viclyarania, to check the fury of the growing 
Mahomedan power, which at one time threatened to demolish the Indian 
nation, The famous Hampi ruins, the highly refined and cultivated state 
of the Dravidian languages, the scientific expoundings of the mystic vedic 
lore, the popular rural ballads of bravery, generosily, and devoted mainte. 
naneo of the honour of the fair sex, the eminent resulis of the patient 
archeological researches of the present day, the tanks and aniculs all over 
the country, are abundant proofs of the Kings’ encouragement of learning, 
soiencs, and architecture, and of its unique chivalry and high standard of 
moralily and civilization in those days, The kingdom played a prominent 
phrt in the Deccan in the preeMahomedan days, and_ is final collapse'took 
pluce in the micdle of tho sixteenth cenlary, The descendanis of the 
Narapathi Rajahs, ag the Rulers of Vijayanagar were known, had to retire 
to the village of Anagondi, on the banks of the Tungabadra, a suburb of 
the ancient capttal, and had to live on a small tract of country consist 
ing of about one hundred and twenty villages, yielding not more than 
seven Inkhs of rupees a year, All through the seventeenth century, it was 
under the rulers of Bijapur and Golconda ; and later on, it passed directly 
under the sway of the Moghul Emperors and their Subahdars in the south, 
The position of the family was recognised by the Moghul Emperors, and 
it'was allowed to enjoy this small jaghir free of rent. During tho days of 
the Mahratta supremacy, (he family had (o endure more difficulties, and 
When Hyder Ali of Mysore became all-powerful in the south, he inflicted 
di itthe double misfortune of enhancing its tribute without curlailing its 
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limite. His son, Tippy, violently annexed the whole Rajor Jaghir, but 
granted a compassionate allowance of Rs, 2,000 a month to the fast ruler, 
In the treaty of 1790, immediately preceding the second Mysore war, the 
Nizam, the Peshwa, and the British came to an understanding that the 
Narapathis should be restored to their former possessions, after ihe ¢lose 
of the war with Tippu, and the then Chief of Anagondi was on the side 
ofthe Nizam andthe British at that time, After the close of the 
third Mysore war, the estate of Anagondi was handed over to the 
d overlordship of the Nizam, and the portion of the territory on the southern 
side of the Tungabadra in the British tracts was resumed by the British 
Government, the Narapathi being continued, on the arrangement made 
by Tippu, to enjoy a monthly allowance of Rs 1,877, The Government of 
H OH, the Nizam also made a similar allowance at first, but later on, 
instead of this arrangement, conferred on the family the present jaghir of 
Anagondi, consisting of five villages, This was the state to which the, 
ancient Empire of Vijayanagar had been reduced at the beginning of the 
nineteenth centuty, , 

The family was living peacefully on this modest jaghir and allowance 
from the two Guvernments for five generations until 1872 when fresh 
troubles arose over some disputes in respect of succession. In 1884 the 
Madras Government declared the family to have become extinct and the 
pension was stopped in 1888, as thero was no one Who could establish 
his legal heirship to it, The Government of His Highness the Nizam 
resumed the jaghir for the same reason, but Sir Asmanjah Bahadur, the 
late Minister, observed »—~ 


The Samasthanam is a very anciont and famous one, It would be agalnat 
humanity and generous policy of Government lo extinguish the tame, The 
treuniption will not only create universal and widespread dismay {n the, 
cguntry, but will cause much regiet to this Government also, ' 

On this ground they recognized an adopted son of the family as ther 

I Rajah of Anagondi, and restored to him the jaghir, hut imposed on hima 
peishcush of Rupees 10,000 a year. Subsequently the Rajah approached the 
British Government to revive the old monthly allowance, aid after al 
protracted correspondence and repeated memorials, ithe allowance was 
reduced to five hundred rupees a month in 1902, The Nizaim's Goyernn 

ment was not at first very strict in the matter of enforcing the payment,olr 
the peishcush, but in 1905 serious demands wete made on its collections 
Finally, it was decided on the recommendation of the British Resident’, 
Mt, Dunlop, that in view of the dignity of the Rajah of this anoientr, 
SdAmasthanat the whole “peighcush should be remitted entirely ar fixed’, 
at one a ed i halal the most for the sake of the name only’? 
: : 


i 
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4 ‘The firat atlempt fo resume the estate and the later imposition af 
peishcush seem to have becn made under the impression that the present 
Rajah was an outsider imported into the family by adoption, for the 
Regident observed t+" Had there been a male heir in the family, | should 
have recommended the continuance of the estate in his possession," 
Viom the genealogy of the family il is clear that Veera Venkatapathi 
Rayalu, the common ancestor, held the original samasihanam in the 
time of Hyder Ali, During Tippu’s reign he died, leaving behind him a 
gon and a daughter, Thirumala Deva Rayalu and Chellamma, It was after 
Veera Venkatapathi Rayalws death that Tippy, Gnding his son, Thirumel, 
a weak man of meanest abilities, as Sir Thomas Munro desciibed him in 
his report of 1801, seized his unprotected estate as an aggression 
on the Nizam, After Tippu was vanquished and slain, it was this 
Thirumala Deva Rayalu who was the original grantee of the British 
pension and the Anagondi jaghir from the Nizam’s Government in 
Nien and in full satisfaction of his immense estate amalgamated with 
the British and the Nizam's Dominions as staled above. Thiumala 
Reva Rayulu, who died in 1824, had a sister, Chellamma, a son, Veera 
Venkatapathi, anda granddaughter, Kesamma (daughter by the eldest 
son previously deccased), Veern Venkatapathi became the second Rajah 
with a Biitish pension, He died a bachelor in 1831, when the Narapathi 
family was represented by the children of Chellamma and Kesamma, 
Kesamma having a preferential claim, her son, ‘Thirumala Deva 
Dayalu II, was numinated by both the Governments as the third Rajah, 
He passed away in 1866, leaving behind him two sons, Venkatrarna 
and Krishna Deva Rayalu, the fourth and the fifth Rajabs reapea 
tively, Vonkatrama who lived till 1871 had only two danghters, 
Venkamma and Narsingamma, of whom the latter only survived. 
After ihe death of the fifth pensioner, Krishna Devarayalu, without 
Issue in 1872, | the British Government nominated, as the sixth 
pensioner, one Pedda Narasimha Rayalu, the son of Lakshmi Devi, 
the sister of the third Rajah, But the Nizam’s Government diséllowed ' 
hig claim to the jaghir as being inferior to that of Kuppamma, the widow 
of the fifth Rajah, for she was besides one of the descendants of 
Chellamma, the daughier of the original ancestor and sister of the original 
grantee. The Nizam’s Government continued the Samasthanam in the 
name of Kuppamma, wlth a qualification that, if, after the martiage of 
Natasingam oa, the daughiter of the fourth Rajah, a son be born to her, thal 
40 should be given in adoption fo Kuppamena for the continuance of the 
giana, After the issue of {le above order il was contemplaled by 
{ asec af the family to give away Narasingamma in matriage to 
x i 
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{Pampapath!: Rayalu, the present Rajah, thug to unite the two branches of 
ithe Narapathi‘family, and to avoid all fulure difficulties, At this stagn, the 
:pensioner, Narasimha Raj, managed to marry Narasingamma himself, but he 
{passed away before his wife came. of age. The British Government nomix 
nated'her as the seventh pensioner, on the ground of her being the daughter 
fofthé fourth ‘Rajah ;. but the Nizam’s Government refused her claim, 
wits Nhe Madras Government declared in. 1884 that the family would be« 
scome extinet!after the death of Narasingamma, in spite of the existenoe of 
sthé:daughters of Chellanima to represent it, Kuppamma: Rani Sahiba and 
aher bother, Pampapath!, are such descendants as, by right and usage, 
ibecame the rightful-heirs of the Narapathi family, After the demise of 
sNarasingammma in.1888, Kuppamma adopted her own brother, Pampapathi, 
under the ‘style, and. title of Srimanth - Srirangadevarayalu,: with the 
‘sanction of the Nizam/s. Government, He was, asa matter’ of right, the 
snearest lineal heir, and entitled to succeed ‘lo the Narapathi estafe. But 
this adoption by his sister, Kuppamma, was more to give a righ! to pet. 
fotin the religious rites in honour of -her deceased husband, which, as her 
brother, he could not be authorised to perform in spite of hie accession 
-to the estate, For the same reason, Thirumal Raj II, the third pensioner, 
was formally adopted into the family, although he was the nearest heir to 
thejaghir. ay 
» Sentiment alter all plays a prominent part in all human affairs, and 
it i8.to be hoped that, in view of the great past of this family and the part 
played by it in the ancient history of this land, the repented representations 
he:present Rajah of .Anagondi to restore the family to the position 
upied: ‘by it-before 1872 will receive the. sympathelic : congidaration of | 
tb ‘the, British Government and that of H, H..the Nizam, and that.to the 
of Anagondi will soon be restored in full both the old pension from 
ti(igh Government and the free jaghir from the Hyderabad State: + 
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THE RAJAH OP PITHAPURAM 


--RAJAH RAO VENKATA-KUMARA MAHIPATHI 
; ae SURYA RAO-BAHADUR GARU ° 
eee OF PITHAPURAM: 


ve ) The, rich and ancient estate of Phhapuram | in the Godavari Distriot of 

ithe Madras Presidency, is made. up of 168 . villages scattered in’ several 
taluks, and a few in. the deltaic tracts of the Godavari. The soil is 

naturally fertile; and-paddy, sugar-cane. and. cholyum are: the principal 
crops, ‘The zamindari.covers an area, of nearly 400 square miles and.yields 
revenue of over ten lakhs of rupees; of which the sum of: Re. 2, 164,818 
ds paid.as. peishcush. Tor purposes. of revenue administration, it. is 
divided into six tanahs, corresponding to a,Tahsildati inthe British tracts, 
the tanahs being Pithaparam, Marapa, Samalkot,..Mallavaram,’ Kadiam - 
and Pulivela, ‘he population is about 280, 817, of which more, than.,.95.. 
per cent.are. Hindus, the. reat being Mahomedans and Christians, The 

. shief place is the ancient town of . Pithapuram of puranic interest containy 
ing two Hindu temples, one dedicated {o Siva and, the other to. Vishnu. 
Pithapuram isa well-known place of pilgrimage ;. pilgrims: on, their. ~vay. 
back from Gaya. and Benares invariably. halt; there for bathing: inthe 
sacred pond known-as Padagaya, attached to the Siva temple..... ° 


Nothing is known of the early history of Pithapuram, or Pithikapurdiat 
‘adit was: Galled; except that it was the chief town of the Vengi'Rajahis, who, 
‘as shown by some inscriptions, seem to. have flourished. about-the end:of 
‘the twelfth century, "The country then passed into the hands:of the Gaja- 
‘pathtlu from: the Cuttack side: ‘The Sultans. of Golconda: later on: took 
epossession of it, aind left it to be managed:by, the “Reddies of: Kondavidu, 
‘During the days of Sultan Abdul Hussain: Kutabut Mulk, the surrounding 
4racta were annexed to the principality, and’ forts” were. put .up.at -Pitha~ . 
‘pura, Samalkota and Korukonda, The: adininistration . changed. hands 
‘again, -and the: Kama family of ‘Ventapallivart. was: placed:in. possession 
> lottthe tracts, “But it’ was-distracted by: internal quarrels, and the Nawab 
PPavoangn bastowed a “portion of the 5: territory ‘on. the: Chitnividivari 
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family of Velamas, from whom came Rama Rayanim Garu, who rose {to 
be the ruler of the Vongi country. The present Rajahs of Pithapuram trace 
their descent from this ruler, ‘The family, it is said, migrated from the 
west, Later on, 1 suffered greal reverses, one Singama Needu having been 
routed in a battle by Poosapathi Madhava Varma. In this slruggle every 
member of the family was slaughtered, except Singama Needu’'s pregnant 
wife, who sought shelier in the house of a faithful Brahmin, Vinjamuri 
Narasanna, where her posthumous son, Anupothama Necdu, was born 
On his coming of age, he recovered his estate from Pusapathi Madhava 
Varrsa, He had two sons, Sarvagnya Singama Needu who hold as 
Jaghires the forts of Metuku and Kylasa, and Madhava Needu who was 
always of a devotional turu of mind, and who, asa staunch Vaishnavite, 
spent his time in visiting Srirangam and other sacred sluines, He had 
many sons, some of whom settled down at Velugodu near Sreesailam and 
hence they came to be known as Velugolivaru, ‘These subsequently became 
the Rajahs of Venkatagiri, ‘ 

‘The Vengi country itself continued (o be in the hands of Raos, under 
the suzerainty of either the Delhi Sardars or the Mahomedan Viceroys of 
Golconda, It is said that Sullan Abdul Hussain conferred on one Tenugue 
royaningar of this family the Sardarship of the Rajahmundry Cirear, He 
was succeeded by Krishna Rao who was Sardar fora number of years, He 
fell il! seriously and had {o retire to Samalkota, When his condition grew 
worse, he sent his brother, Rangasayi Rao, to Golconda to explain matters 
personally to the Moghul Viceroy, He was very hospitably and kindly 
received there, but ata game of chess tho Viceroy and he fell out, and 
Rangasayi Rao slabbed himself to death, ‘The Nawab was very much 
moved and he wanted fo compensate the family, Al the request of Krishna 
Rao, the Zamindari of Cocanada, Selapaka, and Polunadu, was then 
conferred on Chandsa Rayanim Garu, the eldost brother of Krishna Rao. 
Then Pithapur was made the headquarters, 

We then pass over fen generations of able and energetic rulers, under 
whom the estate prospered. ‘Those were days of power and prosperity for 
the Pithapur estate, The rulers extended their territory cither by war or 
by matrimonial alliances, They effected vast improvements, established 
many charitable institutions, constructed numerous works of public utility, 
put up many. temples, and in every way showed themselves to be a capa- 

 blerace of administrators alive to the interests of the people committed 
yfo their charge, But they had their own troubles, Jn 1554 they fought 
+with (he Moghul Viceroy al Rangammagaripeta and were arrested, In the 
‘days of Kumara Mahipathi Rayanimgar, Samalkota was made the place of 
residence for the obief, At this time ihe Ruler of Vijayanagar, Ananda 
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Gajapathi Raj, invaded the zamindari, It is interesting to note that in the 
conflict the belligerents sought the aid of the Dutch, the French, and the 
English merchants who had settled themselves on the coast, There was 
much gaufusion consequent on this internecine war amang the chiefs of 
the Circars which had a disastrous effect on all, Inthe end, however, 
Vatchavaya Timmaraju and Ray Nevladri Rayanimgar were recognized by 
the Moghul Viceray, as the rulers of Peddapur and Pithapuram respectively, 
This was about the middle of the eighteenth century. ‘The Raos continued 
in undisputed possession of tha estate when the Circars passed into the 
hands of the Kast India Company, But after Neeladri Rayanimgar, the 
Company itself had to manage the estate on behalf of the minor gon, 
Venkata Surya Rao Garu. He dived in 1850 leaving behind him four minor 
song, and the Company hadagain lo take up the management, It is 
interesting to notice (it ong of these four sons was adopted by the (hen 
Zamindav of Bobbili, When the minor came of age, he took charge of the 
estale in 1867, Under the careful and economic administration of the 
Company, the estate improved considerably, 


Sri Rajah Venkaty Mahipathi Gangadhara Rama Rao entered on his 
heritage with a cash balance of fowr lakhs and Government Promissory 
Notes to the value of three lakhs. Under bis able mavagement, there was 
prosperity all round, He was generons and charitable and was recognised 
in his time to be one of the leading Zamindars of the Circars, Be wag 
given a silver medal in 1876 in recognition of hig loyally, on the occasion 
of the visit of His Royal Highness the Prince af Wales, afterwards Eis 
Majesty King Rdward VIL Again, al the time of the Delhi Assemblage of 
1877, in recognition of hia many acts of charity, the Zamincar of Pilhapue 
ram was given the title af Kajal, In 1878 he was mace a Member of the 
Legislative Council of Madras, a very rare honour and a mark of special 
recognition of worth in those days, tre was of great service to the 
Government in suppressing the Rampa rebellion of 1879, He assisted the 
Government Agent with the necessary men and forces and also bors all 
the Incidental expenses of the expedition, The Government thanked him 
for his services and loyally by a special telegram on the 12th March 1870s 
It ig unneceasary to detail his many acta of charity, It is enough to note 
that he spent, as faras accounts are available, over ls, 2,50,000 for charitable 
purposes nof only in his own estate, bul at Madras, Rajahmundry, 
Cocrnada and other places, He passed away on the 22nd July 1890 
mourned byalt who knew him as a large-hearled nobleman. fle left 
behind him a child barely five years old, the present Rajah of Pithapuram, 
Sel Rajah Rao Venkata Kumara Mahipathi Surya Rao Bahadur Gatu, who 


ye born on the bth October 1885, 
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The estate was taken over by the Court of Wards and special attention 
was paid to the training and education of the minor, He was placed under 
competent tutors until] he was nine years of age at Pithapuram, and 
was afterwards removed to Newinglon, at Madras, for his ¢ education, ‘The 
young Rajah proved {o be very intelligent and assiduous in his studies, and: 
passed the Matriculation Examination of the Madras University in 1902, 
On his attaining Jegal majority, ihe estate was made over to him in 
October 1906. 

The Rajah has carefully followed the lines of administration chalked 
‘out for him by the Court of Wards, and the estate is prospering under his 
management, He is assisted in his work by his Dewan, a Deputy Collector 
under the Government of Madras, whose services have been Jent for the 
purpose, The Rajah is an ardent social reformer and an enthusiast in the 
cause of education, Besides maintaining a high school at Pilhapuram, 
he has munificently endowed the college at Cocanada, which takes its 
name after his family, ‘The institution owes iis success and efficiency to 
his generosity, He has also contributed fifty thousand rupees for a build« 
ing to the Veeresalingam school at Rajahmundry,so ably managed by that 
veteran social reformer, Rao Bahadur Veeresalingam Pantulu Gara. He 
has built ata cost of about Rs, 28,000 a Women’s and Children’s Ward 
, both at the hospital at Cocanada and at the Bethesda Hospital at Pitha 

puram, The Rajah has taken in hand the very useful work of putting up 
in memory of his father ata cost of about Rs, 90,000 an Orphanage at 
Cocanada where o pbans are (rained in general and technical subjects and 
given sound moral and religious instruction, ‘The foundation stone for 
this building was laid by Sir Arthur Lawley, The Rajah isa patron of 
learning as well, and every year presenis are given to Pandlils at the 
Dusserah. Among his recent acts of charity may be mentioned his subg. 
criptions of a thousand rupees to the King-dward-All-India-Memorial 
Fund, and ten thousand rupees to the Edward Presidency Memorial Fund, 
To commemorate the last Coronation Durbar in a suitable manner, he 
has, at a cost of Rs, 10,000, built a choultry to accommodate travellers, 
resorting to the hospital at Pithapuram and arranged to build at a cost of 
Rs, 29,000 a poor house at Cocanada, He paid Rs, 18,000 to the South 
Aftica Fund. He contributed a lakh of rupees for the Madras War Relief 
Fund, and ten thousand :upees for the Imperial Indian War Relief Fund, 

It is superfluous to add that this ancient, rich, and fertile zamindarl, 
which Is privileged to be administered by an intelligent, educated, and: 
energetic Rajah, is bound to prosper in the years to come, 
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TH RAO DINKAR BARADUR 
+B, OF GWALIOR 


RAJAH MASHIR-I-KHAS RAGHUNA 
MADAR-UL-~MOHAM, C1 
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RAJAH MASHIR--KHAS RAGHUNATH RAO DINKAR BAHADUR 
MADAR-UL-MOHAM) GLE, :OF GWALIOR. hrs 


Rajah Mashir-i-Khas Raghunath. Rao, Dinkar. Bahadur, Madareuls 
Mohan, GLE, was born on. the 4th August 1858, He was educated 
at Agra under the private inition of Mr. I. Deighton, Principal of. the 
Agra College, and. he received instruction in Law from Mr, H, C.C, 
Wood, Barristersat- Law, The Rajah has held ‘several appointments i in 
Gwalior, “He was. for some time Pr ivale Secrelary to the Jate'Ms harajah 
His Highness General Sir Jayaji Rao, Scindia, G..C. B,, G 8.1, 
OL &,, by whom he was appointed Accountant-General in 1881, He “was 
subsequonily. appointed Magistrate and Collector of .Gird'and Tawarghar 
Districts {later on ho. was appointed, Cenang Commissioner in. 1890, In 
1896 the present “Maharajah, His Highness Major-General Sir Madhav 
Rao Scindia, G, C, 8,1, G GVO, AD, CO, DO Lb. Dy 
appointed him Famine’ Commissioner, In 1900 when His Highness 
the Maharajah went on General Gassel's Staff to China to join the.expedi« 
tionary forces, RajAH RAGHUNATH RaQ was-one of the two Members 
appointed to sit ina Committee to which the Maharajah had delegated 
his powers for deciding judicial oases, In 1901 His Highness’. the: 
Maharajah waa pleased to nominate hima Member of the. Connell. ‘of 
Appeal, and subsequently. a’ Member: of the Board of Revenue, and in 
1903-he was appointed Officiating Chief Secretary ‘to Ihe Durbar, -He held 
chatge ofthe Political Department, which is the chantiel of-correspon- 
dence. helween the British Resicent and the Gwalior Government, for 
about seven years. He isa Member of the Majlis-i-Khas (an advisory 
body to the Durbar in all matlers of State), He now lives a retired life 
owing to indifferent health .and resides partly at Gwalior and partly 
outside at places like Benares, Allahabad, Cawnpore, and Bombay, He 


tanka aga Firat Claes Sardarin the Bombay Pregidency, ‘and in the United 
L Mle 
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Provinces Civil List his name appears above Rajah Bahadurs amongst 
title-holders, 

In Jannary 1896, Rajah Raghunath Rao succeeded to the hereditary 
tilles of Rajah Mashir-i-Khas Bahadur, conferred by the British Govern. 
ment, and to the estate of his father, the late Rajah Sir Dinkar Rao, KC, 
S, I, who was Minister of the Gwalior State during the Mutiny of 1857, 
The estate is situated in the Listricts of Gird, Tawarghar, Amjhera, and 
Mandsaur, in the Gwalior State, and in the Districts of Agra, Benares, 
Poona, Ahmadnagar, Satara, and Ratnagiri, in British territory. 

In 1910 the tille of Madar-ul-Moham was conferred upon him by His 
Highness the Maharajah Scindia, and in December of ihe ensuing year 
His Imperial Majesty the King-Emperor was graciously pleased to 'bestow. 
on him the dignity af a Companion of the Mogt Eminent Order of the 
Indian Empire. 

On several occasions His Highness the Maharajah, when taking a short 
rest, was pleased to delegate his powers to him in all matters relating to 
Gwalior administration, . 

His son, Col, Ganpat Rao Raghunath Rajwade, was educated at the 
Gwalior College and was trained in office work in the Private Secretary's 
office, He was subsequently appointed Deputy Director, Land Record, 
Gwalior State, and was afterwards transferred to the Military Department, 
where he served for several years as Adjutant-General, He is A. D, C. lo 
Hie Highness the Maharajah Scindia who was graciously pleased to 
appoint him Commander-in-Chief of the Gwalior Army in 1018. 


RAJAN PRAMATHA BAUSHANA DEVA RAYA BAHADUR 
OF NALDANGA 


Naldanga, the seat of the Naldanga Raj, is situated in the Distriat of 
Jeasore in the Presidency of Bengal, 


Rajah Pramatha Bhushana Deva Raya Bahadur, commonly known ag 
the Rajah Bahadur of Nuldanya, is the representative of one of the oldest 
families of roling princes in this part of Bengal, who, according to the 
report of Mr, RD. Maxwell, Collector of Jessore, to the Board of 
Revenue, dated the Lith January 1826, exercised suzerain power within 
their own ferritory though nominally tributary to the Emperors of 
Hindustan and who, after the termination of the Mahomedan Raj, 
voluntarily submitted (o the British suzerainty and consented to pay 
revenue to it 

The Naldanga Raj family is descended from Haladhar Akhandal 
Bhatlacharjya, a Kulin Brabmin, who lived in 1500 A.D. at Bhabsasur in 
the Faridpur District, is fifth in descent, Bishnudas, renounced the world 
and turned a hermit, ‘The site on which bis cottage stood was, after his 
surname, Hazra, called Hasra-bati, The present Rajahs also call (heir home 
‘HaaarAsrama or the abode of the Hazras, Bishoudas was believed to have 
possessed supernatural powers, and (o have worked = mitny miracles, It 
Would appeat that he once sumptuously fed Man Singha, the General of 
the Emperor Akbar, and his retinue by his mitaculous powers, and was 
vewarded far it with five villages, which formed the first beginnings of the 
modern Naldanga Raj, It is traditionally believed that bachelor as Bish" 
nudas wag, he had a son, named Srimanta Deb Roy, miraculously born to 
him, Srimanta Deb Roy embarked in an active career, displayed daring 
valour, presence of mind, and all the qualities that go to make an eminent 
warrior, and suan assembled around him a large body of men, whom he 
formed into a large force, He conquered the neighbouring Pathan Chiefs 
and annexed them estates, In appreciation of his valour and intrepidity, 
Osman Khan, the Chief of the Orissa Afghiuns, conferred on him the 
distinction of Ranabir Khan, and later on granted him a jaghir and 
confirmed him in hiy former possessions, In 1600 A, 1., he founded the 

at 
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village of Naldanga, One of his successors, Rajah Chandi Charan Dob 
Roy, came to prominence in 1648 by subduing a neighbouring Zamindar, 
Kedareswar, who offended him by his jealous conduct, He won the title 
of Rajah {rom the Moghul Viceroy of Bengal, amidsi great pomp and 
show attendant on such occasions, Afier some Chiefs, there enme in the 
line Rajah Suryanarayan peb Roy who was distinguished for his piety, 
It is on family record that Brahmananda Giri, the spiritual preceptor of 
Ranabit Khan, appeared before him, consecrated the image of the family 
goddess, Indreswari, at Matbati, changed the name of the "idol 
to Sidheswari, and informed him thal the zamindari would continue 
in the possession of his family for {wenty-(wo generations, The tomple, 
dedicated to the goddess Sidheswari, is one of the many old terhples 
built by the Rajahs of Naldanga that are of much archwological interest 
in the district and visited by archasologists from far and near, 


The Rajah in 1685 was Udayanarayan Deb Roy, who spent moré 
than his income, and when the revenue to the Nawab fell into arrears, 
the latter sent Shamsher Khan, one of his officers, to arrest him. 
Udayanarayan received Shamsher Khan with all oriental splendour and 
won his heart, which excited the jealousy of Ramdeb, the younger brother 
of Udayanarayan, Ramdeb created a misunderstanding between the two; 
thereupon Shamsher Khan stabbed Udayanarayan to death, -and installed 
Ramdeb as Rajah of Naldanga, Ramdcl was charitably disposed, and his 
fame for liberalily spread far and wide, During his regime the tribute to the 
Nawab had not been paid for along time, and, being unable to meet the 
demand, he appeared before him and voluntarily relinquished his zamindati, 
Nis agent, Srikvishnadas of Nandaoli, on knowing it, begged of (the Nawab 
permission to read the contents of the document relating to the relinquish. 
ment, and when i{ was handed to him, he swallowed it so that the whole 
procedure might come to nought, This roused thefury of the Nawab’s 
attendants, who beat him severely and threw him into the Ganges presum- 
ing that he was dead, The Rajah, who went to the river for bathing, 
removed the body from it, and revived il afler nursing. The prayer of the 
agent fora small landed property to defray the expenses of worshipping 
an idol in a temple at hig house was readily granted by Ramdeb Roys 
“This incident is still remembered as Istafa-gela or the slory of swallowing 
the relinquishment Weed, The descendants of Sri Krishnadas are called 
“ Istafa-gela-Dashes of Nandaoli”, The Nawab restored the zamindari 
‘to the Rajah on the understanding that he should pay the arrears in ing; 
talments. Rajah Ram Deb Roy passed away in 1727, During the 
reign of his suecessor, Rajah Raghudeb Roy, Bengal was seriously 
affected by faming, earthquake, and the devastations of the Mahraltas 
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and all the chieflains|in it, including that of Naldanga, suffered consider» 
ably, Rajah Ktishnadeb Roy ruled over the Raj from 1748 to 1774, Soon 
alter his death, a dispute arose among his three sons, Gobinda Deb Roy, 
Mahendra Deb Roy, and Ramsankar Deb Roy, Al the instance of Budhai 
Biswas, their Dawin, the whole estate was parcelled out, Gobinda Deb 
Roy got onesfifth of the whole zamindari, and he was called the Rajah 
of Tinani (three aunas). Mahendra Deb Roy, who represented the senior 
branch of the (amily, received the western division of (he estate, and was 
known as Rajah of Grada Paschim (western division) or more commonly the 
Bara Rajah, Ramsankar Deb Roy, the representative of the junior branch, 
was dubbed Rajah of Grada Poorba (eastern division) and also Chota 
Rajah, They lived separately, but each of them enjoyed the title of Rajah, 
In comse of time, the elder and the Tinani branches of the 
family lost their property.  Ramsankar Deb Roy held the title 
of Rajah ina recognised form. The representative of the younger branch 
was known as the Rajah of Naldanga, His successors have made large 
additions to the estate, which is now one of the finest in the pistrict, 
Mohanchand Deb Roy predeceased bis father in 181, leaving a widow, 
Rani Taramani Debi, who, in the same year, gave birth to a posthumous 
gon, Sasi Bhushan Deb Roy, Rajah Ramsankar passed away in 1812, and 
his wife, Rani Radhamani Debi, committed suite, ‘The estate called 
Ranian Britt, commonly known as the Ancdar-Britti, which Rani 
Taramani Debi had received from her mother-in-law, she made over in 
her last days to Rani Patitpabani Debi, wife of her great-grandson, Rajah 
Pyamatha Bhushana Deva Raya, On the death of Rani Taramani Debi, 
‘Rajah Pramatha Bhushana Deva Raya annexed this property to his estate, 
"Rajah Sasi Bhushan Deb Roy, who was born in 1812, was scarcely a 
year old, when Rajah Ramsankar Deb passed away. Daring his minority 
the estate was managed by the Courl of Wards, He attained his majority 
in 1830, when he was placed in charge of thé zamindari, He was an 
excellent Persian scholar, He had a commanding appearance, and was 
highly spoken of for his gentlemanly behaviour and excellent manners, 
He was deeply interested in the welfare of his tenants, and clic every. 
thingin his power to ameliorate their condition, His dealings with the 
general public were very fatr, and he was considered a model Zamindar, 
He survived his elevation only four years, within which time he added 
largely to his estate, and constructed many splendid buildings, 
After him, hia widow, Rani Joydurgr Debi, managed the zamindari 
dill 1846, when she adopted, according to the permission granted to her 
before his damise, Indu Bhushan Deb Roy. She passed away in 1837. 
Rani Taramani Debi died at Benares in 1894, at the ripe age of 100, with 
i. 
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the courtesy distinction of Karla Ma (respected female head of tho Raj 
household). . 

During the minority of Rajah Indu Bhushan Deb Roy, born 
in 1835, the Zamindari, through (he Court of Wards, was leased aut to 
‘Mr, T. 1, Kenney of Kushtia, On the assumption of ils charge by the 
Rajah, he put up several splendid buildings and excavated many tanks, 
He spent large sums of money in relieving the distress of the poor, grant. 
ed monthly allowances to many of his indigent relations, patronised 
Sanskrit learning, liberally contributed to all movements of public utility, 
established a charitable dispensary, and made large additions to his estate, 
At the time of the Mutiny, he was very serviceable to the British Govern. 
ment in supplying them with a number of elephants, In 1860 the tile of 
Rajah granted by the Nawab of Bengal in perpetuity was formally re. 
cognised by the Brilish Government, Being a great musician himself, he 
encouraged that fine art in all possible ways, He passed away in 1870 at 
the comparatively young age of thirly-scven, 

He was succeeded by his son, Rajah Pramatha Bhushana Deva Raya, 
born in 1858, The laticr received his education at Calcutta under the 
guardianship of the veteran scholar, Dr, (Rajah) Rajendra Tal Mitra 
When he was fourteen years old, he had a bereavement in the death of hig 
mother, 

"Phe Court of Wards made over the management of the estate lo him 
in 1878, He has travelled almost all over India and Ceylon. He isa good 
swimmer, an intrepid rider, and an excellent shot. He is a charming 
conversationalist, His knowledge of mechanics, medicine, drawing, and 
veterinary science, is admired by those who are highly skilled in them, 
He is handsome, strong, and well-built, He is amiable, affable, courte: 
ous, and polite to all, His moral character is uvimpeachable, He is a 
staunch advocate of the social reform movement and is true to his con 
victions, He champions the cause of the helpless high caste Hindu 
widows and largely supports their remarriage, He is a perfect 
tee-tolaller and has brought up his children aud the other members 
of his househuld as total abstainers. He grants monthly allowances 
to many of his deserving relations, and treats ‘them very kindly, He 
is very loyal to the British Throne; the European and the Indian | 
officials of the District have great regard far him, and consult 
him in all matters of public importance. He maintains an English 
High School at Naldanga, and a Middle School at Nohata, In memory 
of his father, Rajah Indu Bhushan Deb Roy, he has founded a acholarship 
at the Jessore Zilla School, and another to commemorate his mother, Ratt 
Madhumati Debi, at Benares, for encouraging Sanskrit educations ‘To 
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evince his sympathy wilh the Mahomedan public ina {angible form, 
he contributes towards the Mahomedan hostel attached to the Zilla 
School at Jessore, The Indu Bhushan Charitable Dispensary al his 
headquarters is supported mainly by himself, but the one al Nohata re« 
ceives from Government a grantein-aid of Rs, £60 per annum, All 
movements of public ulility, whether started by Government or by private 
bodies, find in him a ready patron, Ue is very kind to his tenants and 
grants them redress without delay, He takes a keen interest in agriculture, 
hortioulture, and cattle breeding. 

Among the conferees of the new year's honours in 1913, the Rajah 
Saheb obtained the well-merited distinction of Bahadur, 

The Rajah Bahadur isa very successful model landlord, and his 
brother Zaminears look up to him for counsel in important affairs, As 
aresident landlord he lives in the midst of his tenantry and eaerts his best 
to improve the industry, agiicultare, and commerce of the country around 
whim, ‘ 
The following extact from NH, 1. the Governot’s speech delivered 
on the oecasion of presenting him with the Sanad of (he title of Raja 
"Bahadur is worthy of note- 

* —T gougratulae you very heartily on having received the tille of * Rajah 
Buhadur” aan personal distinction on January Ist, in this year, You area 
“repreaeutative of a loyal and ancidnt family, ‘Che title of © Rajah" which was 
‘onjoyed by your ancestors wus conferred by sanad upon your father in 1800, 
wis continued lo you ou your father’s death in 1888. You have invariably 
exercised your Influence on the side of law and order. You have alwaya beon 
‘ready to help the local authorilica wilh advice based on your ripe experience 
‘atid intinate knowledge of the district to which you belong, You live the hfe 
of A country gentleman of the best lype, and ag a resident landlord you have 
made good use of your opportunities and have taken an enlightened interest 
inthe well-being of your tenantry and in the encouragement of indigenous 


» industrial enterprises, You have well merited the higher personal title of 


“Rajah Bahadur” which I hope you will long lve to enjoy. 

His sons, Kumars Pannaga Bhushana Deva Raya and Mrigankas 
Bhushana Deva Raya are cultured, well-behaved,and promising young nen, 
The Raja Bahadur of Naldanga was born great, und has achieved great 
ness, and is deatined to have it thrust on him, 


COLONEL RAJAH JAl PRITHVI BAHADUR SINGH 
OF BAJANG 


Bajang is an estate in the western part of Nepal and is situated at the 
foot of the Himalayas. Colonel Rajah Jai Prithvi Bahadur Singh, the pre- 
sent Rajah of Bajang, traces his clescent to the ancient Chitore house of 
Rajputs that migrated to Nepal during the Mahomedan invasions when 
their religion was seriously menaced, The Rajah was born on the gist 
August 1877 and is married to the only daughter of H. H. the Maharajah 
Sir Chandra Sham Shere Jung Bahadur Rana of Nepal, He wasa represen 
tative of the Nepal Government in British India during the years 1908-05, 
and accompanied His Highness the Maharajah to Europe, The Rajah is a 
jnember of the Chief Court of Appeal, Nepal, aud holds the honorary title 
of Colonel, He is in charge of the Government Press and edits the Gorkha 
pala paper. He has translated and written many a book in his vernacular, 
Quite ont of the way and far inthe recess of (he Himalayas as the eatate 
of Bajang lies, the Rajah has, at any rate, tried his best to (mprove its 
internal conditions by introducing the modern methods of sanitation and 
education, He has recently opened a hogpital and a vernacular school, the 
latter of which is certainly calculated to disseminate primary education, : 
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RAJAIT MUTHURAMALINGA SRTIIUPATILL 
(RAJAH RAJA RAJESWARA SETHUPATHI) OF RAMNAD 


RAJAH MUTHURAMALINGA SETHUPATHI 
(RAJAH RAJA RAJESWARA SETHUPATHY ' 
OF RAMNAD 


The Ramnad estate is a permanently settled zamindari in the District 
' of Ramnad, Madras Presidency, It consists of five tahsils and has an 
Wea of 2,104 square miles, witha population of over 700,000, It has a: 
‘Yentroll of about seven lakhs of tupees, Itis generally regarded as an 
important centro of Tamil learning and scholarship in South India. 
Tradition has it that Rama, the deified King of Ayodia or Oudh, in 
‘implicit obedience to tha order of his father, Dasaratha, undertook 
to make a tour round the greater portion of India, During his travels, 
hia consort, Sectha, was carried away by Ravana, King of Coylon ; 
and when Rama learnt the fact, be could not go thilhor straight on 
‘account of the sea that intervened. ‘Then a certain class of people, who 
resided on the coast, Voluntarily offered their services and built a bridge 
(Setht) over the sea, and thus enabled him to cross it and to proceed to 
anka, whither he went, vanquished his foe, and brought back his longs 
logt Seotha fn safety. Rama, who was highly indebted to the residents 
ear the gea for their most timely and spontaneous help, loudly exclaim- 
ed “ maravoam" (sve will never forget you) ; Since then they are known 
ag Marawars, It is also said that Marawars hailed from Marwar wad 
pur), Rajputana, and settled down in Southern India, 
_ The Chief of tha Marawars is known as the Sethupathi (Lord of ihe 
’ Bridge) or Rajah of Ramnad, “The then Sethupathi line or Marawa 
‘dynasty of Raminad," the Rev, J.B. Tracy writes, “claims great: antiquity: 
AGoording to popular legondary accounts, it had ite rise in the timo of 
the great Rama himself, who is said to have appointed, on his victorious 
return from Lanka, seven guardians of the passage of the bridge 
dannecting it with the mainland, Anothor supposition places the 
wrlge of the family in the second or third century B.C, It rests princi- 
P ally, upon a statement in the Mahawanso, according to which the 
Jdst Ot ‘the, three ‘Tamil invastons of Ceylon, which took place in the 
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second or third century B.C,, was under the leadership of seven chieftains 
who are supposed, owing lo the silence of the Pandian records on the 
subject of Sovth Indian dealings with Ceylon, to have been neither 
Cheras, Cholas, nor Pandyans, bul were local adventurers, whose territorial 
extremity and marauding ambition bad tempted them to the undertaking?” 


Raina, it would appear, conferred the title of Sedinpatht (Lord of the 
Causeway) on the most prominent member of the Marawars, and directed 
him to see to the safety of the pilgrims visiting Rameswaram, from the 
attacks of wild animals and from the marauders of the surrounding june 
gles, After Rama, the country of the Sethupathi came to be called Ramas 

* nathapuram, 

In their letter to the Government of India, dated 18th June 1871, the 
Government of Madras say:—~“The Sethupathi’s family, of whom the Zamin« 
dar of Ramnad is the representative, is the head of the great tribe in Souths 
ern India, known as the Marawars, They were as feudalorics of the Pand» 
yan dynasty, upon whose ruins they rose for some generations with equal 
power, extending their conquests into all the southern portion of the 
peninsula and of the great part of Ceylon, But over and above all this, 
they are, as their name implies, the hereditary guardians of the sacred 
causeway of Rameswaram,”’ 

«Daring the days of the southern kings, the authorities concerned 
appointed a family of seven porsons who were permanent residents at 
Rameswaram as guards of that peninsula with Jayathunga Devar as their 
Chief, The latter had a son, Sadaika Devar, who won the favour of 
Tirumala Naick, the ruler of the Karnatic dominions, and obtained 
through him the principality of Ramnad with the honoura and 
emoluments appertaining thereto, Sadaka Devar cleared the jungles, 
extirpated the robbers, and afforded all facilities to the pilgrims bound for 
Rameswaram, The Guru to the Naick king went on a pilgrimage thither, 
when Sadaika Devar was all attention to him, The appreciation of the 
Gury and the gratitude of the pilgrims seived as passports for the future 
distinction of Sadaika Devar, who was, in course of (ine, raised {to the 
position of Viceroy and Chief of the seventy-two Polepars under the Kars 
natic king, He maintained his exalted powers with consummate fact and 
dignity and 1estored order everywhere, He died in 1621 leaving four sons 
and one daughter and was succeeded by his cldest son, Kuthan Sethupathi. 


After him came Sadaika Devar It, Internal disyensions rose high i in 
1646, when Tirumal Naick, King of Madura, intervened and divided the 
Ramnad territory into three parts and made over the first division includ- 
ing the town of Ranynad to Reghunatha Devar, the sigler's son of ,Saciaik 
Dovar II, 
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Reghunaths Sethupathi, also known as Titumalai Sethupathi, ruled from 
1647 to 1672, In 1659 the Mysoreans invaded Madura, when Reghunatha 
Sethupathi at he head of 25,000 men defeated them in battle, This act of 
valour was appreciated by Tirumala Naiek, who gave Reghunatha Sethu- 
pathi valuable presents, ancl conferred on him. the titles of “Tirmnalai 
Sollupath! “and * Protector of the Queen's Thali”, for having rescued his 
(king's) life from danger, Te was also privileged to use the lion-faced 
palanquin, similar lo the one kept in the royal house of Madura, and was 
exempted from paying tribute, The King of Madwa further presented 
the Sethupathi with the Durgapidam (allay of the goddess Durga) and 
allowed him to celebrate the Navarathri ‘or the nine nights’ festi- 
val® at Ramnad on the same scale and with the same grandeur 
ag il was done at Madura, Accordingly the festival was taken 
up and continues to be celebrated every year wilh great cclat, 
The Sethupathi spent the major purtion of his lifeat Rameswaram, where 
he performed the grand religious ceremony called “ Hirannta Garbha 
Yagam,' ala considerable expense. Hence he and his successors are 
known as Hirannia Garbhayaji, 

Reghunatha Sethupathi (Silavan Sethupathi) was the culer of Ramuad 
from 107k to L710, He won the distinction of Para Raja Kesari (Lion 
among foreign Rajahsy) from the King of Madura, He had. forty-seven 
wives, the gevcond of whom was a Kalla woman, named Kathali, Aller 
he married her, he made her brother, Reghunadha, Chief of Pudukkottai, 
with the tille of Tondinan, 

Vruvadaya Devar (Vizia Reghunatha Devar), the nest Chief of 
Ramoad, appointed! his son-in-law to attend to the safety and convenience 
of the pilgrims on their way (o Rameswaram and also in their wearisome 
march across the sands to Dhanughkoli. ‘The laller levied a small boat 
fee on those that passed from (he mitinland to Rameswaram and back, 
and, from the amount collevted, paved the weary eight miles of sandy 
toad between Pamban and Rameswaram, with parallel rows of hard stone 
to the greal comfort of all pedestians, But this unauthorized levy of 
poll-lax greatly enraged the Sethupathi, who put his son-in-law to death 
despite the entrenties of his two daughters, who burned themselves alive 
with the dead body of their husband, and whose memory is still preserved 
in the {wo choultries, called Akkal (elder sister) and Thangachi (younger 
sister) Madain, between Pamban and Rameswaram. 

Sella Muthu Vizia Reghunatha Sethupathi was the Chief of Ramnad 
from L710 to 1762, He was succeeded by his sisler’s son, Mathuransalinga 
: Devar, a baby of two months, with bis mother as Regent. In (702 the 
toritory of Ramnat was ceded by a trealy to (he British Government, Three 
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years after, Muthuramalinga Sethupathi was deposed as he showed a 
rebellious disposition against the Tenglish, On the 20th Vusbruary 1808, 
Rani Mangaleswati Nachiyar,the sister of the deposed Rajah, was placed in 
full possession of the Ramnad zamindari. According to the terms of the 
Permanent Setilement, the Rani Sethupathi bound herself to pay to the 
British Government in perpetuity, the permanent annual peisheush of 
Rs, 8,24,404-3-10, She died in 1807, when she was succeeded by hor 
adopted minor son, Annasawmy Sethupathi (Muthu Vizia Reghunath 
« Sethupathi). 

On the 23d April 1829, the Government of Madras handed over the 
management of the estate to Ramaswami Sethupathi, the brother-in-law 
and adopted son of the former ruler, but he died a year afler assuming 
charge of it, leaving behind him his widow, Parvatha Vardhani Nachiyar, 
and two infant daughters, Mangaleswara Nachiyar and Doraraja 
Nachiyar, The Jaiter dicd young, and the right of Parvathavardhani 
Nachiyar to the Zamindari was recognised by the revenne authorities, 
In 1846 the Court of Wards accordingly entrusted ifs manages 
ment to her. She was in charge of it from 1846 to 1862. In July 
1846, she appointed her brother, Kotlaiswami Devar, manager of 
the zamindari ; and on the 24th May 1847, she adopted her sister's 
younger son, Muthuramalinga Devar, She died in {871, Ponnuswami 
Devar, the brother of Muthuramalinga Sethupathi, had managed the 
affairs of the ostate so well from December 1857 to May 1868 that, as a 
reward for his services and relationship, he had a sub-division conferred 
on him, comprising fourteen villages, the prominent of them being 
Palayampatli and Pandalgudi, wilh a peishoush of Rs, 24,680. 

Sri Rajah Muthuramalinga Sethupathi was in charge of the zaumindari 
from 1862 to 1873, As hehad cariied on litigations of a protracted 
nature down to 1868, the estate became heavily involved in debt. Hedied 
on the 2ist February 1878, leaving behind him two minor sons, Bhaskara 
swami Sethupathi and Dhinakaraswami Devar, and the estate was taken 
under the management of the Court of Wards on the 15th March, Before 
1888, the whole of the debt with accumulated interest thereon amounting 
in all to Rs, 23,29,892, was paid off, 

Sti Rajah Bhaskara Sethupathi was born in 1863. He acquired the first 
rudiments of learning under an Englishman, Mr, Vernor, and then joined 
the Chiistian College at Madras, Before he could take the degree, he 
came of age, and ihe Government of Madras called upon him to assume 
charge of his estate. All his teachers discerned in him a notable love of 
hard work for if$ own sake, As became a promising young nobleman 
who was destined to make a mark in the annals of South India 
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he spared neither time nor trouble in equipping himself for ithe 
carrying out of lus high aims, He deft the college with the repulation of 
being one of ils brightest ornaments, Ele was an effective speaker, terse, 
clear, and vigorous al all times, and his public ulierances were always 
characterised by remarkable power, ‘hose who had had the privilege of 
a personal acquaintance with him, never failed to derive pleasure whenever 
ho spoke on any question of importance, The dignity and courtesy which, 
asa rule, graced his manners, fitted him well for the position he held as a 
premier nobleman of the Southern Districts. Remarkable for his varied 
knowledge in the different arts and sciences, he promoted the cause of 
Tamil literature by his liberal patronage, Notwithstanding his high 
accomplishments, he failed to be economical, spent far beyond his 
income, and maintained a court above the dignity of his situation, which 
brought on bimself a multiplicity of embarrassments, After a brief illness 
he passed away on the 27th Decumber 1903, al a comparatively young ager 
leaving behind him two sons, and the elder of whom, Rajah Muthurama- 
linga Sethupathi (Rajah Raja Rajeswara Sethupathi), who was a ward 
under the Collector of Madura, succceded to the estate on the 8rd June 
1910, He ia now President of the Madura ‘Tamil Sangam, Like his father 
he is very civil and kind to all, and has begun to lake a deal of interest in 
the promotion of Tamil Inngnage and literature, He maintains a High 
School at his headquarters. He talks English well and bids fair to be a 
successful and popular nobleman. 


SRI UDAYA VARMA RAJAH 
OF CHIRAKKAL 


3 

Five miles norih of the lovely town of Canminore, nol far from the 
mouth of the Baliapatam river, there’ stinds even lo this day the beautiful 
palace of the Chitakkal Rajahs, generally known as the Kolathiries, over. 
looking a big tank (a soft of miniature lake), ‘The sow of buildings, as 
they are reflected onthe silvery water, is most chiming. Sri Udaya 
Varma Rajah, the present head of the Chiraklel House, aliained that posi. 
tion, on the demise of hig predecessor, the lale lamented Kerala Varma 
Rajah, on the 20th March 1911, 

The present Rajah, like most of his illustions ancestors, is a good 
Sanserit scholar and has, besides the unique distinction of being the firet 
of that famous line who has any pretensions lo English enllure, a quiet 
and unostentatious manner, He has exceedingly simple habits, and ia by 
nature a God-fearing and merciful person, We applies himself heart and 
soul to the proper management of the alfaiig af his e¢atiate and has 
nothing nearer {o his heart than the wolfare of bis subjects. He is forly 
five years old, and God willing,he is bound to have a bright future 
before him with increased opportunities for doing good and useful work, 

Till aboula hundied and thirteen years ago, the Chirakkal Rajahs 
were rulers of the northern part of Kerala (Malabar). In 1798499, the 
British Government assumed the management and granted to the Rajahs 
political allowance known as Aalikhana, fixed al onesfifth of the then 
ascerlained revenue of the annexed territory, ‘the country at the time 
was comparatively small, being buta fraction of the extensive kingdom 
that was under their rule for centuries, 
~The Rajahsare to this day the social and religious heads of the 
Bihdus (both Brahmin and non-Brahmin) of North Malabar and are the 
“final judges in all questions of a social character. The Nambudri Pads, 
the Etnbrandinies, the Nambidies, nay all classes of Brahmins of Noith 
Malabar, are under the special control of the Chirakkal Rajah who alone 
haa alty tight to énquire into the social and religions disputes connected 
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with them and pas the necessary orders, Even cases of unchastity 
among the lidies of the alorgmentioned twicesbora classes are tried and 
the offenders punished according lo custom by the Rajah himself, 
Over the Mahomedan community of North Malabar also, the Chirakkal 
Rajaly exercige potent influence, and the Valiya Rajah confers on them 
tne tille of Khaai or the high priest of the most ancient and prominent 
Jamath Mosque al Balepatin, 

‘The Chirakkal House is very closely related to the Travancore family, ' 
The northern Kolathiries and southern Kolathiries, as they are respectively 
culled, observe pollution when a death or birth takes place in their respec~ 
tive Houses, The southern House was in fact saved several times from 
utier extinchoon by adoptions made from the northern House, Lhe two 
Royal families aie Sshattyas by caste aud enjoy the privileges uf tree inters 
course With the highest class of Nambudii Bralinuns, In the book entitled 
© "The Geasuy in Induce?) a lucid description in given af (hei funy, caste, 
origin, and caste rites, [tas slated ins it that they belong lo the twice-born 
class and ate af the Yejur Veda branch, and it aulds that they lave all the 
sixteen rites (Shodasha Kiriya) which are allowed only to the members 
of the twice-horn class, ‘The fanily is thus ol a purely Kshatriya origin. 

‘Yo trace the origin: and development of this House isin fact to 
trace the dawn and progiesy of the world. As remarked by Justice Moore 
in his Malabar Law (page 6), the Chirakkul Rugjah and the Travancore 
Rajah, who belongs toa branch of the same family, form perhaps the 
oldest avistocragy in the world, 

The paucily of sullicient and reliable dita for tracing the history of so 
ancient and interesting a Royal houge is very much to be regretted, There 
are indewd a good many old books containing references to it ; but the 
dilficully of getting at the central fact, around which time and orisntal 
imagination have built up a highly graphic and sometimes inconsistent 
account, is extremely overpowering. One salient fact, however, should 
not be lost sight of (which unfortunately is the case in historical ins 
vestigations), namely, that even the most extravagant and voluminous 
story is built un the bed-rock of a sigle incident that was veally true, 

The three most important rulers of Southern India ta olden times 
were the Chera, Chola, and Pandya, Chera was the ruler of Malabar and the 
adjoining territories. The most ancient classical name for Malabar is 
Cheralun, (Cheral, the mountain range), or by a change under the 
influence of Canarese, of Cla to Ke (¢ g. Chevi-ear, Kivi-ear), 

Till modern researches revealed more facts, it was found ditficull to 
form even a (olerably accurate view of the extent of the county that was 
wiser the sway of the Chern Kings in the pre-historic period, The theory, 
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now almost generally accepted, of a vast continent conliguoms to the 
southern and western shores of the peninsula submerged centurios 
ago, is in favour of assigning a much layer extent of country 
to each of these ings than is generally conceded, Vor instance, a local 
tradition confirmed by geogiaphical and geological evidence asserts that 
Ceylon was separated from the mainland by a hurricane in the fifteenth 
century. Of the several puranas making mention of the Chera Kings 
only a few need be noticed here, Agnipurana, in referring to the Kings 
of Chera, mentions them as the descendants of Dushyantha, Vishnu 
Purana also alludes to them but notas the children of Dushyantha 
The Bhavishyat Purana prophesies the end of the government of the 
Kshatiiya Kings of both races with the exception of Kshatriya Kings of 
Kerala and the tule of Ketala by the Kshatriya King of ‘Travancore and 
Cola, The celebrated and popular work, called Marrvainsa, also states that 
Dushyanta’s son, King Guryamen or Karendhamen, had four sons, called 
Pandyan, Kerlan, Solen and Kolen, and thal the southern part of India 
was divided among them ‘The divisions were called after their names 
Pandya, Kerala, Sola, and isola, “In the tenth generation after Dutvasy, 
four brothers divided the Peninsula among them; they being respectively 
named Pandya, Ceiala, Cola, and Chola, of which Cola had the most 
northern portion.” 

We have fortunately a more reliable old work with botter claims to 
historical authenlicily, Pura Nanuru conlains a collectiun of poems 
written in honour of the earliest Chera Soyergigns known to Tamil litera 
tute by agoniemporary poet, Mudi-Naga-Royar of Muringiur, It ig of a 
purely historical character and has reference to more than twenty Chera 
Kings, most of whom have the title of Cherladan or Cheral-Irum-porrai, 

The Chera King, whose name it sought to commemorate, was of 
such walimited wealth that he could, during {he Mahabaratha war, feed the 
rival hosts till the close of the campaign. 

This unparalleled hospitality brought to him the distinction, Perum- 
Chottu-Udayan (the great rice giver), one of the titles of the Chera Kings 
that have been handed down to posterity, ‘Time onl of mind, the Cheia 
Kings have had {he reputation of unbounded charity. Charity has been 
their household god. ‘The fact that the Chirakkal Rajahs even now wor 
ship Anta Purani Amma or the food-showeting-goddess as their family 
deity bears additional leslimony to their charity and ther Chora. origin, 

The Chirakkal Rajah maintains the ancient Wadi of bis house even to- 
day; for he supplies food to the Brahmins, while he gives only rice to 880 
travellers and (he destitute poor, thus providing on the whole 910 gouls 
with maintenance. Inview of the munificent charity displayed by the 


TIE RAJA OF CHIRAKKAL 575 


present Rajah even under theae grevly altered conditions, there is nothing 
strange in the fact that an ancient Chera King who was ruler of an 
extensive territory fed a large army, 

Eminent Tamil scholars have, after an exhaustive investigation , can+ 
cluded that the anthor of Pura Nanurn and his hero must have lived at 
the time of the great war, The most accepted date for the war, according 
to Mr, Velandi Gopala yer, is 1176 B.C, If this is to be believed, neatly 
thirty-one centuries have now elapsed since Cherantan-Perum-Cho(tu-Uda- 
yan Cheralathan and his court poet lived, Whether we accept the great 
warasa fact and the date aseribed to it, the antiquity of the book itself 
ig unquestioned, Us hero wiz, Chera King, must have, doubtless, been 
known to ils author al such an early period, and the Chera dynasty is of 
the same age as that of the book, 

From a very remole period Malabar has enjoyed extensive trade 
with {he western world in pepper, spices and other articles of value, These 
attracted the foreign nations to Malabar, Its commeree was chiefly with 
the|Medliterrancan ports, Malabar, therefore, came to be known to the west 
several years before the Christian Era Owing to this intercourse it 
haa become possible to obtain some extemal ovidence regarding the 
history of the country (wo or three centuries before Christ, ‘The external 
evidence properly begins with the Greek invasion of 3278.0, The 
recordy of the period seem to show that Malabar was at that time a country 
of considerable importinee, Megasthenese Indiea 2,000 venrs agn, deseri- 
bes the Kola (Kerala) ay Graelurae (Kolathiries), Naira as Narae, and 
Chera as Chermae. It may be presumed from what he has recorded 
that tho extensive Chora kingdom has by this time undergone a division 
into Chera proper and Kolathiri, perhaps after the fashion of the Malabar 
tarwads. 

In the thirteenth century the Venetian (raveller, Marco Polo, mentions 
Eli and Melibar, Ili was a separate kingdom and was the ancient capital 
of the Kola Stale, 

It will thus be seen that fronia very remote period the vast kingdom 
of Chera, which embraced Malabar, Coimbatore and the adjoining country 
and had its capital once at Karur, was gradually growing smaller and 
smaller, By the time of which we have reliable accounts, Keralam 
extended fron Gokarnam (o Cape Comorin, Later still, wo see Kerala 
dwindled into Malabar proper and was under the united seay of Travancore 
and Kolathir, North Kolathiri’s country Jay a4 far south as the flathur 
Turasseri rivers ancl till the (twelfth century A.D, they owned also the 
Lacoadive Islands and a few more. 

Kerala Mahatmin describes Kerala ag having heen first under the cule 
’ of the united Travancore and Kolathiri dynasty til the two became 
gradually independent as noticed elsewhere, 


“ 


SRI KRISHNA VARMA RAJAH 
OF KADATHANAD 


Sri Krishna Varma Rajah, the senior ‘Thampuran of Kadathanad, 
who leads a most respectable and noble life, was born on the 18th 
day of Thula, in the Malayalam year of 1030 (about £845), Soon after 
his birth, he had a severe attack of smallpox, from which malady he had 
a narrow escape though hundreds of people fell victims to the cpidemic 
every day. When he was live years of age, a capable man was appointed 
his tutor, and his maternal uncle, whose successor he was to be, took special 
interest in his educational altainments and in theformation of his character, 
He studied with unremitting energy fora period of ten years, and acquired 
proficiency in Medicine, Hindu Theology, Astrology, Therapeutics and 
Pathology, and Logic and Grammar, He would have extended his range 
of studies but for an abrupt interference as he was entrasted with the 
management of the affairs of the Ayancheri Palace, On the death of his 
uncle in 1876, he became the senior member of the Palace, Three years 
later, he was putin charge of the Kuttipuram Palace, the residence 
of the senior Thampuran of Kadathanad., The junior Thampuran passed 
away in 1071 M. E, and the following year witnessed his assumption of 
the powers of the patriarchal office of the senior Thampuran, which he 
still holds to the entire satisfaction of his numerous relations and 
tenants, 

The number of choullries he has set up and liberally endawed, and 
the large donations and charities he gives, no leas than the temples he 
has built and financed, bear ample testimony to his well-directed phil. 
anthropy and munificence, Above all, he maintains a secondary school at 
a great cosi, and has entrusted its management to one of the most 
enlightened princts of Malabar, his nephew, Sri Sankara Varma Rajah, 
who walks in the footsteps of his uncle, 

Sir Sankara Varma Rajah seems to have a more useful career than 
the distinguished Rajah of Kadathanad. Under his management, the 
school promises to assume still larger dimensions, and the senior Tham- 
puran, having discovered the business knack of his nephew, has assigned 
to him the management of Kuttipuram, in addition to the duty he has to 
discharge as the senior member of the Ayancheri Palace, He is a man 
of strong will with excellent principles, 

Sri Krishna Varma Rajah of Kadathanad, who is three score years 
and ten, maintains the repulation of the illustrious family, of which he is 
the head, by his numerous benefactions. His nephew, Sri Sankara Varma 


‘Rajah, bids fair to be his worthy successor, 


SRI WALLUVANATTUBRARA VALLABHA VALIYA RAJAH 
OF WALLUVANAD 


The Vallabha Valiya Rajah, popularly known xs Walluvakonadri, Lord 
of Wallovanad, is the ehiet of the Walluvanattukara Swaroopam, or 
Arangotta Swaroopam, ‘This ancient historic family bas played a leading 
part in (he analy af Matubar sued has nitinttined its high position to thes 
present diy. 

Walluvanad means me country belonging to the Walluvats or 
Pallavas, ‘Tradition sys Uhata member of (he Patlava dynasty was 
brought to Malabar, and) was given the country now comprising the 
whole of Walltvanad and parts af Palghat, Ponnaai, and Eenad Taluks, 
‘The exact exteat of (he kingdom is net known, Another version is that 
anumbec af Palkovies onigeatad (a the West Caast aud settled down there. 
There ig also another account thatthe Walluvanad family is of pres 
higlovig origin, act lonrished lang hefare the time af the birth of 
Chriat, They are of Kshatriya easte and belong to the small section of 
those kings of ole wlie had aseaped tram the sword of Parasurama, 

During the, time of the great Cheraman Perumal of the Chera 
Kingslom, Wallatri Rajah, like the other clueftains of the West Coaat, 
owed allegiance to him, Twas (he custom then, among the local rulers ar 
Chiefs of T.avancore, Cochin, Kolathiri (Chirakkal), Kurampranad, and 
Arango{tu Swaroopim (Walluvanad) to meet once in twelve years during 
the great Mahamakhum festival for the election of their overlord, The 
religious festival was celebrated in| the temple of Thirunavai, asis now 
done at Kuhakonam, once in twelve years, in (he month of Kumbhum 
(February-March). ‘Chirunavai temple is situated on the northern bank of 
{he sacred Bharati iver (Palghat -Ponnani river ), close to the Railway 
station of Keakulam on the south-weal ling, S, L Ry. Besides the religious 
festivities, which ran on fur twenty-seven days, a conference was Also held 
of the various territorial chieftains mentioned above for the election of 
their overlord for a period of twelve yeara, The President of the con» 

vt 
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ference was their Sovereign, Religious, political and social matters were 
discussed, and disputes and differences settled ar adjusted, line tenures 
were renewed, and all knotty questions of civil or criminal nature were 
aolved by the Presidenl, whose decision was final. Cheraman Perumal, 
the last of the Perumals, by his liberal and impartial viows, gained the love 
and esteem of the chieftains and their followers, Allhough an clected 
sovereign at first, he gradually assumed all ho powers of an independent 
ruler of ihe West Coast, He is said to haveruled over Malabar for the 
long period of thirly-six years, to the great satisfaction of the people, He 
embraced the Moslem faith in the end and went on a pilgrimage to Mecca, 
Before he left the West Coast on his religious journey, he summoned all 
the chiefs and redistributed the territories to them, Walluvanad Rajah got 
a large portion—the land lying between the Bharatha and the Attapadi 
Valley, and portions in the Ernad, Ponnani, and Palghat ‘Taluka, ‘Che 
Zamorin of Calicut gol only a smal) piece of land, and his request for more 
resulted in his obtaining the gift of Perumal's sword wilh the advice to 
die, to kill, and to annex, His shield was given to the Walhuri Rajah, and 
the title of “Arongoltu Udayar” was also conferred upon him, ‘The 
right to preside over the great Mahamakham assembly was conceded to 
him, This was a sign of the special influence and predominance which 
the Wallatri Rajah possessed over the other chieftains of Malabar. Even 
to-day the “Azhoncheri Thamprakal”, the spiritual head of the Nambudri 
Brahmins, proceeds to the Walluvanad Rajah's palace at Kuruva to perform 
the installation ceremony viz, Ariyittuvazcha (the pouring of the sacred 
rice), while in the case of the other Rajahs of Midabar, they have to go lo 
the Tamprakal’s temporary residence for il, 


The Wallalri Rajah had under him alarge number of nobles, the 
chief of them being, Mannarmala Rajah, Patinjarkara Rajah, Kizhakekare 
Rajah, Mannarghat Nair, Kanoamprah Nair, or Vettikal Nair, Kongat 
Nair, Edathra Nair, Mannoor Nair, ‘Thrikkadiri Nar, Sunderaka) Nair, 
and Kakooth Nair, They owed allegiance to him and supplied him with 
men and money in times of war, The hereditary Prime Minister of the 
Wallatri Rajah was Katuvayur Moopinnu, whose residence was at the fort 
of Kottakal (a town with a fort), which was afterwards captured by the 
Zamorin of Calicut, and where, al the present day, a branch of his family 
resides, 


The army of the Wallatri Rajah consisted ef 150,000 sepoys, under 
the command of fourteen Swaroupies, i. ¢, Generals, Kolathur Warrior, 
who was one of the Generals, had under bis command an army of 14,000 
men, 


The departure of the Cheraman Perumal was the signal for incursions 
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on the part of the Ziamorin of Caligui, Ele attacked Cachin with the help 
of the Jonakin Moplas or Moors, whe lad settled dewn on the Coast during 
the time of the Peranil,  Walkatri Rigith helped the Rajah of Cochin with 
his forces, The aesthos and aggressive Zamorin, whe was left out in the 
cold by the end of the eighteenth century, made himself master of the 
neighbouring lands and new turned his attention o Walluvanad, ‘The 
Zamorin and the Wilkitir Rajab were hereditary enemies, and they kept 
up a constant wicfare fora number of years, which ended in the logs of a 
portion of the latter's territory, As time passed, the dynasty of the 
Wallated Rajth became weik, while thal of the Zamorin rose in power and 
importance, With the advent of foreigners, trade flourished, pepper and 
cocoanut, Ue chief products of the West Coast bringing large profils lo the 
Zamorin, The interior of Walluyanad was shut olf fron the coast. ‘The 
later descendants of the Wallatri funuly were net able to assert their rights, 
The chielttins sel up independent pringipalities, Some of them acknows 
Jedged the suzeruaty of the Zamorin, who ow began to assume large 
powers, ‘The right to preside over the Mahamakham festival was also 
claimed by (he Zanorin in 1743, when the litet attempt was made to cele« 
bralw it, The Wallatea Rajah did not recognise his overlordship, but sent 
asm contingent of chavars or waren, headed by the famous Chen« 
drathil Panikas, (one of the generals mentioned above), specially elected 
and supposed to dive byen under the direct inspiration of the holy 
« Family gosdess af Thiruninthan kan’, The upshet of the whole 
incident was that the festival was ne more heard of, In the eighteenth 
century the Mysorean invasion tuk place, Wallatri Rajah, like othey 
Rajahs, feagug defeat aud religious persecution al the hands of the 
Moslem invaders, fled to ‘Travancore, where he met with a friendly 
reception. After the dawntall of ‘Tippn, the Rajah with his family 
returned Co his awn tectitory with the promise of protection from the East 
India Company, ‘The county was formilly hauded over to he Company 
in 1798, the etter agrecinge to pay a madikiana lo the Gunily, : 


This then iva short sketeh of the Walluyanad family from the time 
of the Cheramman Perumal to that of the Kast India Company, It is 
unfortunate that the history of the great family is not so carefully written, 
or so well known, as that of other dynasties, for the domains lay in the 
interior of the dintriel, aud the foreignets, from whom we glean any 
reliable iufurmation eaneceraing Malabar in those troublous days, had no 


{emptation to explore thy imbuud parts, Ever gince the assumption of the 


administiation of the counry by the Company and then by the Crown, 
the Royal family of Walluyanad hue been recognised both by the rulers 
and by the people as du important aristocialic factor in the distict, They 
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are the * Natural Leaders ‘ of the people in the sirict sense of the term, 
They are slill the arbiters in setiling social and raligious disputes among 
the various communities in the taluk, 

The family is now divided into four branches, Mankada, Ayiranazhi, 
Katlannamannah, and Ariprah Kovilagams, of which Mankada is the 
most influential and important. ‘There are five sthunams in’ the family 
excluding the {wo reserved for the senior ladies or Thampuratties, 

It is customary {o set apart certain of the Swaroopum’s property for 
the life-enjoyment of the senior members, ‘The separate estates thus 
created are called sthanams. ‘The word means dignity, and denotes the 
status of the senior members of the family, the idea being thal separate 
estates are assigned ta enable them (o maintain their position, ‘The sth 
nams aree njoyed in succession by the several members of the family, as 
they succeed {0 the position to which they are alached, The five 
sthanams are respectively called, Walluvanad Vallabha  Valiya Rajah, 
Vellarpad, Thacharpad, Edathralpad, and Kolathar, Hach Koviligam is 
under the management of its senior lady or Thampuratti, the system of 
succession being Marumakkathayam, A sthani-holder bas no right over 
the Kovilagam or Thavazhi property. He has only a life-inturest in (he 
estate and cannot alienate il except for the benefit of the family as a whole, 

The present Valia Rajah belongs to (he Ayiranazhi Novilagam, He 
is aged seventy fe attained his sthanam in LO78 Mdavan (May (008), 
He is a profound Sanskrit scholar, Ae fakes a real delight in 
helping the poor and the needy, Ue has visited many places of 
interest, as Benares and Rameswaram. He wenl to Madras al the 
time of the visit of Their Royal Bighnesser the Prince and Princess of 
Wales, in 1906. Owing lo indlifferant health and old age, he could nol 
accept the Government invitation to be present at the recent Imperial 
Delhi Durbar, The management of his sthanain estate is now entrusted 
to his energetic and capable nephew, Bhanu Rajah. ‘The Kovilagam 
and Thirumandhankunnu temples were rebuilt by him, ‘The second 
Rajah belongs to the same Kovilagam, 

Among the other prominent members of the funily are M, CG, Krishna 
Varma Rajah, aud Undaya Varma Rajah of Mankada, and A, ©, Kunhunni 
Rajah, B, A, B, L,, of Ayiranazhi, The former two are well known for 
their enthusiasm in the cause of Elementary Education in the districts 
They are the prime movers in the organization and working of the 
“Mankada Elementary Rducation Leagoe’, ‘There is not a single publics 
movement in the district with which (her names are not assoeinted, 
Their activilies are many-sided, educational, social, agricultural, and 
political, Although aristocratic by birth, their habits, temperament 
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and liberal views show thew genuine love for the common people, 
Krishna Varma Ryab bay been a Taluk Board Member and an elected 
Diaticl Board Member for the last eight years, Ie has recen(ly been 
appointed Vice-President of the Malappuram Taluk Board. He is a 
young and enterprising nobleman, well-eclucated, and popular with all 
classes, and adored by the (unantey. 

A cousin of bis, and nephew of the Valiya Rajah, is A, C, Kunhunni 
Rajah of Ayiranazhi Kovilaygam, He is the first Bachelor of Laws of the 
Madtas Qniversity among the aristocratic families of Malabar, and has, 
in the face of public opinion and prejudice, boldly set an example to the 
rest by adopting the learned profession of law. 

The temple of Thuumandhan Kunnu is dedicated to the goddess 
Parvali, and is of very ancient origin, ‘This is one of the impoitant 
temples of Malabar. The Walluvanad family and people are much attached 
toi, All the members of the family are extremely God-fearing and 
thoroughly loyal to the British Government, 


RAJAH RAM NARAIN SINGH OF PADMA 


To trace the family history of Rajah Ram Narain Singh of 
Padma we have to go back to A. D, 1868. Two of his ancestors, Baghdeo 
Singh and Singhdeo Singh, who were brothers, had come to this part of 
the country from Khairagarh Kantit ia Bundelkhand, Central India, with a 
view to conquer and settle in it, Without any difficulty, they were able 
to invade the Parganas of Karanpura and Babhunbai,and built a large fort 
at Urda in Karanpura, traces of which are still to be seen, ‘Their succes» 
sors, not content with the small arca of which they weie masters, enlarged 
tt by attacking and conquering the neighbouring Rajahs, The tracts 
thus acquired comprised an area of aboul five thousand square miles 
From 1868 to 1402, Maharajah Baghdeo Singh ruled al Orda, which was 
his chief residence, He was succeeded by Maharajah Keerat Singh 
who reigned up to 1459, Next came Maharajah Ram Singh, who 
after a long reign of seventy-eight years, died in 1537, After him, Maha« 
rajah Madho Singh ruled over the country from 1537 to 1554, Maharajah 
Jagut Singh was the last Chief at Urda, who exercised sway until 60d, 
two hundred and thirty-six years after the foundation of the principality, 

The seat of the Raj was removed from Urda to Badam in the Pargana 
of Karanpura by Maharajah Hemat Singh (16041661), He was followed 
by Maharajah Ram Singh LI, who sat on the gadi up lo 1677, The capital 
remained at Badam for seventy-three years, Some portions of the fort 
there are still preserved, After Rai Singh I, Dalail Singh became Maha. 
tajah in 1677, He removed his headquarters lo Ramgurh in the Pargana 
of Changadda, where he built a lage fort on the southern bank of the 
Damodar. He died in 1724, leaving Maharajah Bishun Singh ag his successor, 
On the death of the latter in 1763, Maharajah Makund Singh became 
Chief, and was the last ruler that remained at Ramgurh, which had been 
the residence of the successive rulers for a period of 105 years, from 1667 
to 1772, 

Thakur Tej Singh, a descendant of Singh Deo Singh, was the Com 
mander (Fouzdar) of his army. About 1772a dispute arose between the 
Mahaiajal and Thakur Toj Smyh. ‘The latter fled from Ramgurh lo 
Azcemabad (Patna), and suughl assistance from the officers of the Hast 
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India Company, who were slationed there, They sent an expedition against 
Maharajah Mukund Singh, who was defeated in 17725 and Ramguch Raj, 
which lid so long heen ruled by independent Mabarajahs, naw fell into 
the hands of ‘Toj Singh, who agreed to pay to the Company Rs 28,023+3-8 
annually. Thakue Toj Singh made lehal his residence, and he died shortly 
afterwivda, Mabarajah ‘Tej Singh was succeeded by Maharajah Parasnath 
Singh in 1774, and after him cane Mevharajah Maninath Singh in 178d, 
He died in 1811 lewving Maharajah Sidhnath Singh as his successor, 
On his deathin 1835, Maharajah Lachminath Singh became the ruler, and 
reigned (i! (841, when Maharajah Shambunath Singh succeeded to the 
gadi, The last Maharajah of febak was Mahwajah Ramnath Singh in 1866, 
A posthumons child, ‘Criloknath Singh, was born to him, but it did not 
live for more than two months, ‘The caing of the fortal [chak may: still 
be seen, 

After Triluknath Singh, Babu Bramh Narain Singh of Padma, the 
grandfather of the present Rajah, became the rightful owner of the estate, 
but the Maharani, the wilow of Maharajah Ramnath Singh, and another 
asserted their claims tor the raj. Babu Braml Navain Singh instituted a suit 
against (hem, which went up to the Privy Council, While it was pending 
disposal, the plaintiff died. Us son, Babu Nam Narain Singh, continued 
the litigation and came oul suceessful. 

Rajah Na Nacain Singh took charge of the estate from the Court of 
Wards on the 28rd November 1873 and made Padma his headquarters. 
According to the family caslom, he yranted a maintenance allowance 
(thorpush) to his (iree younger brothers, His Rani, Ram Kuati, 
algo got somo villages from him, in accordance with the same custom, 
for ber private expenses, und they lapsed to the Raj when 
she died on the 80th November 1910, Rajah Nam Narain Singh left two 
sons, of whom the elder is the present Rajah, who suececded his father 
on the Gt Mebruary 189, The personal distinction of gafah was conferred 
on him in 190%, He hay ason, Tikait Lachmi Narain Singh, born on the 
6th April 1808, 

The ineame of the estate, which is rich in mineral prodnets, amounts 
to four lakhs. According to the family custom the eldest san suceceds to 
the gadi and the younger sons receive maintenance allowances, Females 
are excluded from the succession, The Khorposhdars heing dependent on 
the raj, (hey have to remain faithful and loyal (o itand haveno right! to trans 
fer or allenale the properties given to (hem, The Rajah has the power to 
redume Kha:posh grants on the extinction of the male line of the original 
grantee, or if he proves disloyal or becomes in any way unfaithful to the 
Tah 


‘ 


RAJAH GOBIND PRASAD SINGH 
OF RANKA 


Rajah Gobind Prasad Singh of Ranka belongs to a well-known ancient 
Chamargor Rajput family of the lunar vace and of the Garg golra, ‘The 
Gor tribe was once respected in Rajasthan, The ancient Kings of Bengal 
were of this race and gave their name to (he, capital “ Lucknowti,” They 
are styled inall the old chronicles the “Gors of Ajmere.” Repeated 
mention is made of them in “ Bhahishya Puran ” and ' Wars of Prithvi 
Raj,” as leaders of considerable renown, and one of them founded a small 
estate at Supur in the centre of India, yielding about £ 5,000 annually, 
which survived through seven centuries of Moghul domination, The 
members of this illustrious family are called Surwars (go called from their 
wonted heroism in wars), whose primitive home was al Supur, 

Rajah Dushsaan Singh, the founder of the renowned family, made 
over Supur to his younger brother, took service under Akbar the Great, the 
Emperor of Delhi, and became in course of lime (he Comuuinder of the 
royal army. He made several conquests and oblained from the Emperor 
some distinclive dress asa mark of honour and a grant of the talukas 
of Bagaha, Adulpura, and Pathalgarh, in the District of Mirzapur, and 
also the whole of Kirat Pargana and of the Talukas of Dhandand and 
Tilothu in Sasseram Pargana, His son, Rajah Sarangdhar, had a castle 
erected at Dhandand and was also in possession of the royal fortress of 
‘Rohtas, He was succeeded by his son, Rajah Deo Sahi, It was during 
this time that the Chera Chief, Bhagwant Rai, suslained a defeat by a 
force despatched by Jahangir at Morang, Tirhut, and Bhojpur respec- 
tively, and then took refuge with the Rajput Chief, Deo Sahi, who held 
the fort of Dhandand, a village near Sasseram. ‘Thakurai Puranmal, 
the younger brother of Rajah Deo Sahi, took Bhagwant Rai with 
himself und marebed to Palamau, which was then ruled by the 
Raksels, the ancestor of the presont Maharajah of Sirguja in the Central 
Provinces, Thakurai Puranmal conquered Palamauy and had Rajah 
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Bhagwaot Rai installed on the gad in 1613, An agecement was entered 
into between them, (hat denceforward it would rest only with (he 
Thakurais to mange the countey and lo select a future Rajah of Palamau 
from! among the descendants of Bhagwant Rai, Accordingly the 
Thakurais continued fo exercise the power of virtual king-makers until 
the British conquest, During this period of the Chero rule, their influence 
was recognised by the Moghol Emperors, who often entrusted them with 
the conduct of wars and favoured the heads of the family with several jaghir 
grants, which ave well borne out by the Firmans of the Emperors Alamgir, 
Muhammad Shah, aad Muarvakhsiyar, The Thakurais, Kirat Singh, 
Kanak Singh, and Nail Lal Singh, the  great-great-grandsons — of 
Yhakurai Puranmal, had so endeared themselves to ihe Moghul Emperer 
that they were allowed the ypecial privilege of standing near the platform 
of the imperial throne, 

Thakurai Ana Singh, san of Thikurai Kirat Singh, one of the mast 
famous of the line, headed a cebellion in 1721 against the Chero Chief 
Raujit Rai, deleated him in battle, avd set up [aikrishna Rai in his place, 
He also defeated the Pin-larees daring one of their raids on the borders 
of Palamau. Ue had thee sons, of whom the last one died childless, 
Gis second son was ‘Chakurai Bhaktaur Singh, whose descendants live at 
Chainpur sand the eldest son, Thakueai Saket Singh, the ancestor of the 
Rajah of Ranks, ws succeeded by his son, Thakivai Sanath Singh, who 
secured (he royal tavern ail subsequendy obGaoed a imperial grant of 
a revenue free tenure af Gventy-seven villages in Tappa Chhetki, which 
has in due course descended to the prescnt Rajab, When be was treichers 
ously put lo death by Najah faikvistina Ruy his son, Thakurat Slheoaprasad 
Singh, then a boy of sixteen suminers, collected an army, defeated and 
killed Jaikrishua Rai near Ghetma Hitlin 1764, and placed Chitrajit Rai on 
the throne, Shortly alter this, the feuds of the Cheros led lo the inlerven- 
tion of the British, ar a long time (he country was ina stile of disturbance 
owing fo the strigysles between rival factioos for the chiefship. Captain 
Camac, the Government Agent itt Patna, sent a considerable force for 
quelling i. Thakurar Sheoprasad Singh gave Joyal aid towards the 
Conquest, aid Gap Rai, Rajah af Palau, becane a vassal of the 
British, ‘Though the British had assumed the government of the country, 
it was not Gi many years heuer thal anything dnke settled order and 
organised adininistration could be introduced, No sooner had Captain 
Camac left the State than the Rajal, Gopal Rai, had his kanongo 
barbarously murdered, ‘The relatives of the murdered man applied for 
help to the British who hud a small detachment of their oops quarterce 
al Lesliegunj, ‘The detachment marched to Shahpore where Gopal Raj 

14 
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had built anew palace, At this time loo Thakurai Sheoprasid Singh 
was prompt and foremost in rendering: loyal and valuthle service to the 
Government and restored peace in, Palaman by keeping up at his own 
expense a body of 400 men wilh a view ta assist the Government Agent, 
Mr, J. Crawford. Gopal Rai was taken prisoner and seul C3) Clyalsay for 
trial, where he died in 1784, Uis successor, Basint Rai, dying in’ the 
same year, his brother, Churaman Rai, was raised Lo his Vhaces In teward 
tor the services rendeied to the Government by ‘Thakurai Sheoprasad 
Singh at this juncture, the zamindari rent was reduced fo 0 nominal 
sum of Rs, 800, During the minarily of Rajih Charaman Rai, Thakurai 
Sheoprasad Singh was vested with all the powers of a Ruling Chief 
throughout the Pargana of Palamau during the regime of Lord Corns 
wallis in 1787, and he always satisfied the authorities by the faithful 
discharge of his duties, 

On coming of age, Churaman Rai was quite unable fo manage his 
estate, anil a general insurrection brake out in AyD. 1800, Qa the ap. 
pearance of Colonel H. Jones with a detachment, the jasurgrnts fled to 
Sirguja, but, receiving support there, infested Palanan so that, in AOL, it 
became necessary lo march (wo battalions inte Signya in order to ens 
force adequate reparation for their outrages. fn the next year, Thakara 
Sheoprasad Singh was employed for upwards of six mouths with Lt. Cole 
F, Jones on the saict Sirguja Campaign in the Mahratta Country, during 
which time he conducted himself in a most creditable manner at great 
personal loss and inconvenience to himself. ‘The extraviygiiee and ine 
capacity of Rajah Churaman Rat gradually recuved hin to a stale of 
bankruptcy and brought the administration inte disorder, Ia L8 bb arrears 
having accumulated to the amount of hs, 55,700, the pargana was brought 
to the hammer and purchased by the Government for Rq, $1,000, AC this 
time, Thakurat Basant Singh, son aad successor af Thakuiad Sheaptasad 
Singh, grealy assisted the Government in making the settlement of 
Palamau and obtained from the British in March 1824 a cerlifteale of 
honour and a turban in apprevialion of his valuable set vices, 

Thakurai Basant Singh was succeeded by his son, Raw ‘Thaknrai 
Krishna Dayal Singh Bahadur, who, with bis nephew, Phakurai Deanath 

-Singh, the father of the present Rajah, bravely fought with aud defeated 
the mutineers at Penli, Bahahara, Palawan-Killa, Guygnrmunda ghia, 
and Baghwar, al the time of the Bhogtt insurrection in 1857, 
and gave cordial support to the Government in quelling the dis. 
turbance and capturing and arresting Bhoglas, Pitamber Sahi, Lilambar 
Sahi, and four others, In (868 the said Rai Bahadur rendered valu« 
able assistance lo the Government by arresting and capturing several 


USv see er ES 


UIE RAJAID OF RANKA 587 


of the rebels and: alse defended the Balgarh Thani against body of 900 
men, When the Goverment of Bengal greatly appreented his valour ane 
gallantry, Tu iecoguition of his stiviees, the British Government was 
pleased to vaufer on hia the Gite of Rai Bahadur, with a khillat consist. 
ing ofa ville, a pearl necklace, and some distinctive dress, and ao [nat 
jaghir grant of Tappa Gurkol, comprising twenty-one villages, In June 
1860, the Bio Bahadur was appointed an Honorary Assistant Magistrate, 
In October 1860, te gave Cig people of bis estue a bberal reliel during 
the great asuerty by Cousteueting a poke al Pankiat a considerable cost, in 
recognition af which he was mvited to attend the Darbar held at Bauki- 
pore, Pataa, 1n honour of [His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, on the 
4th Junuary 1876. 

Raa ‘Chakuiu Krishna Dayal Singh Bahadur died without issue, The 
only hew to his estate was his vonnger brolber, ‘Thakurai Mahipal 
Singh, whe died daring the life-time of (he Rai Bahadur, Te had three 
sons, ‘Thakurai Deonath Sigh, Rat thakurai Jadunath Singh Bahadur, 
and Thakirai Dwarki Prasad Singh, ‘Thakurai Jaoki Prasad Singh, the 
eldest san of Phakarai Qeonatl Singh, who hed died prematuely some 
two or three yeas belore the death of the Rai Babudur, was raised to. the 
gadis ‘The present Raj tanily of Rankt consists of the sons and grand. 
song of Thakarai Mahipal Singh, and all the menibers of this family have 
maintained Une loyalty and public spirit displayed by their forefathers, 

Thakuau fuukt Presa Singh assisted Government in subjugating 
the tebellious Korwas, a tribe iuiabiling the uncultivated phrts of the 
Politival State of Sirgnja. (le was invited to attend (he Durbar held at 
Raneln in commemoration of the assuniplion of the titletof Empress: of 
ladia by Queen Vietorit in 1877, and was presented with a certificate of 
honour in recognition of his loyalty and of the services rendered to Govern- 
ment by his deceased father and anele Te was ever willing lo stand by 
the Government on all occasions, 

The present head of the Jamily is Rajah Gobind Prasad Singh, 
brother of the deceased ‘Thakur Janis Prasad Singh, He maintains at 
his own cost an [nglish school and a charitable dispensary al Ranka, which 
have been of (he greatest benetit (o the ryots of his estate, and he bas set 
an example to the other landholders of this district to be Hberal in their 
benelactions., He opened relict works in the famines of 1890 and 1897 for 
the protecben ot the poor aud spent several Lhousands of rupees in open 
ing earth works and balding works for the same purpose, Ee has 
contributed biberally for the construction of Elhotwell, Fraser Water 
Works, and Victoria and dedward memorials at Daltonganj, There is 
no public jnsiitution in this District that does not recene his contribution. 
His public spirit and loyalty were well spoken of by Sir Andiew Vraser, 
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Lieutenanl-Governor of Bengal, when he invested him with the title of 
Rajah at Belvedere in April 1907. To quote his words + 

Rajah Gobind Prasad Singh of Palamau isa leading Zamindar, and be. 
longs to one of the oldest families in that part of the coumtty, He isa con- 
siderate Zaminda: and exercises a good influence aver his ryots and the people 
generally. He has been eapecially gencrous in times of famine and distress, 

His loyal and public services have been recognised by Government 
by their bestowing upon him the title of Rai Rahadurin 1896, and sub. 
sequently the title of Rajah in 1907, ‘The Rajah is a fearless vider and a 
keen sportsman who, in his own jungles, gave MH 1, the Marl of Minto 
his first tiger in India, in February 1906. [He was inviled as one of the 
representatives from the Province of Bengal lo attend the Imperial Corona. 
tion Dutbar at Delhi, and was elected as a member of the Imperial 
Reception Ixecutive Commiltee at Calentla, The Rajah was born 
in 1862 and installed in 1886, and his life has since been 
one of continued devotion to duly, His eldest son, The Tfon'ble 
Rajkumar Guriwar Prasad Singh, aged lwenty-ning, is every inch a worthy 
successor of his illustrious father, Heisa Matriculate ar the Culoutla 
Universily, and is as loyal and upright a nobleman ag his esteemed father, 
He was also inviled as one of the representatives from Bengal lo the 
Imperial Durbar held at Delhi in 1911, and is an Honourable Member of 
the Provincial Legislative Council. 

The Rajah’s uncle, Rai Thakurai Jadunalh Siagh Balvudar, who ts 
now seventy-three years old, ig a very important persouaye in the District 
and was honored with the tile of Rat Bahadur in 1908, in recognition of 
his public services, The Commissioner of the Division, in presenting him 
with the sanad and khillat, addiessed him im the following wordy tee 


It isa great pleasure to me lo make this ary liret visit to Ranka, whigh ia 
the house and birthplace of Gobind Miasad Singh, Rajah of Raul, and of the 
distinguished family to which he belongs, [tis only litle more than a year 
since | was appointed to be the Commissioner of the Chotunappore Division; 
and although I have paid several visits lo Daltonganj, which is the head- 
quarters of the District duing that time, il is only now that [have been able to 
come to Rankaitself, During these visits to Dallonganj I have had the 
pleasuie more than once of meeling Rajah Gobind Praend Singh, 
Rai Jadunath Singh Bahadur, to honour whom we have come lo-day and 
other members of the family. It is now a pleasure to me to beable during the 
course of my cold weather tour to lulfil the promiso T made lo Rajah Sahib and 
Ral Bahadur Sahib fo come lo Ranka ilsell. In any sireumslance it would 
have been a great pleasure to me, but on Lhis particular occugion il is espack 
ally so, Lhave come by the order of Ite Honour the Lieutenant-Governor 
of Bengal to present to Thakurai Jadanath Singh, a distinguished member of 
(he family, the sanad of tho litle of Rat Bahadur and (he Khillat which His 
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ixectloney the Viceroy and Governor-General has been pleased te confer 
upon hi asa person distinction, ‘To he the iutermeditry by whieh the 
Sannad and the Khilhut are presented to the Rai Bihadir is a geet honaur to 
me, andl it tea geent please tome to cary out His Exectloney’s divections» 1 
consider myselt lo be especially fortimite nm the fact that this as the second 
occasion on which it has han my duty to pacticipate in the presentation of 
lites of distinction to mumbers of his family, It was almost exactly al this time 
two yeurs ago when | wits the Seccetary to the Government of Bengal, that 1 look 
pattin the Ditdar which His Uonou: the Lieulenaut.Goveinor held at Belve- 
dere, Ou that ovcasion the litle ot Rajah was conferred on the head of the 
house of Rauka, Now lwo years later, the Wlle of Rai Behadur is conferred on 
his anele aya personal distinction, ‘The receipt of two titles is 1 great honour 
to the (umily, Advancing years aud an unfortunate illness prevented the Rai 
Bahadur from being present atthe Darbar which [is Tonont the Laentenant 
Governor recently held at Belvedere for the purpose of presenting the 
honours lotum and other distinguished gentlemen, But knowing the 
Rai Bahadur us T do, 7 teel sure that though he would have gladly 
obeyed the summons iid presentedd himselt at the Duthar at Lelvedere, it 
muat be a great pleasare to him lo receive his honours in his own house and 
surrounded by his own kinsfolle and fiends. [tis for bis good example in 
labouring during it long: lile-tine among the people of this pit of Palamau in 
looking after the welfare and interest of his lemantry and of Rajal Gobind 
Pragad Singh's lenantey, in promoting aud maingaining friendly relations 
between the ryots and the Zamiudats and a spirit of loyalty between Zamind: 
arsand ryols on the one hand andthe Government and officers of Govern 
ment on the other hand that thf signal recogni(fon of his service is conferred 
upon hin, Me has shown himself diving «long life to be a trae nd Ieindly 
fiend af the people and well-wisher and sagacions advisee of the local officers 
of the Government that being so itis belting that he should receive here In 
the midst of (he people among who le has lMboured the title of distinetion 
‘which bas now been conferred on him, {express the hope that the Rai 
Bahadur may be spared many years to enjoy his honous,and in doing so f feel 
sure that Fda no more than give expression to the feeling of all who are 
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SRI SEKHARI VARMA VALIYA RAJA 
OF PALGHAT 

. The present Sekhari Varma Valiya Rajah of Palghat is the well-known 
Vidwan Kombi Varma Rajah of “Kizhalcke Meladom,” one of the branches 
of the Palghat Rajah’s Family, 

He was born on the 3rd June 1881, $0 thal he isnow over cighty 
years of age. He was putto school in his third year and prosecuted his 
Malayalan studies till his twelfth year, when he lost his beloved father, 
During this carly period, he began to develop a taste for lustrionics, which 
was looked upon as a fashionable accumplishinent in’ those days by 
the aristocracy in Malabar, 

In hig sixteenth year he began his study of Sanskiil under a leaned 
Sastri from Kumbakonam and continued it till his twenty-second year, In 
addition to his thorough acquaintance with Sanskrit pods, dramas and 
alankaras,he possesses considerable kno vedgy in Nyaya Sastra, the Indian 
system of Logic, Indecd his scholarship in Sanskrit is so very eminent that 
he is popularly known as the Vidwan Rajah of Palghat. He bas, br sides, 
made a special study of astronomy and astrology under the Rajith of Cran« 
ganore, in which subjects he is regerded as an authority in Malabar, 
Even now in his ripe old age, many astudent Iearns Sanskrit and astrology 
under him His merits asa Maayalam poct are ol such high order | 
that he has found a prominent place in ‘Malayalam Literature,’ edited 
by Mr. Govinda Pillai of Tvavancore. Among his several Malayalam 
works, his two dramas, vis. “ Neelastra Vadham ” and | Narasimilia 
Avataram” require special mention, He has also composed several sniall 
poems in Sanskrit. 

Alter the death of his mother in his twenty-filth year, the management 
of his family devolved upon him. He continued this management until he 
became the fifth Rajah in his sixty-eighth year, when he handed it over to 
his brother,as every member of the Palgbat Rajah's family censes to manage 
the tarwad affairs on allaining a Sthanam, When the late Governor of 
Madras, Sir Arthut Lawley, visited Calicut im 1907, the Jenmies of Malabar 
presented His Excellency with an address, and he playeda very 
prontinent part in i 
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He sueceeded to Che present Scum of the Valiya Rajah on the 21st 
Febrowy 111, and was installed on the 8th Marek, when he was presented 
with an address by the public of Palghat. 

In spite of his advanced age, the Rajah looks ladle and hearty. We 
is very simple and unosteatitions, Te gets up at 5 o'clock in the morning 
and, alter the nsied wblntions, spends neady (wo hones at prayers, ALabout 
Toclockhe gives audience to his Kariastans or agents and discusses with 
them affans counecled with bis Sthanain, This over, he takes his 
bath and (hen performs bis daily Puja, followed by the reading 
of Puranas Hill op, um. The Rajah disensses with the Sastei Hindu 
philosophy and religion or criticisms on Sanskrit Poetry or Drama, At 
430 pom. he gives audience to his Kariastans or receives visitors, At 
Go pom. be is again aC his prayers and spends a couple of hours in 
serious religious meditation, 

The Rajah takes a keen interest in the management of the various 
Devastanins attached lo the Sthianam, His loyally Co dhe Uhrone is uns 
bounded, Fle is an enthusiastic patron of Sanskrit nd Malayalam 
Idarning and is of a very charitable disposition, and always kind and 
courteous in his dealings, ‘The Palghat Rajabs are, as arule, long-lived, 
and the subject of fhe present sketch is no exception to dis rile, He 
draws a Malikhana of Rs, 12,000 ane odd, 

The Palghat) Rajah Munily isa prolife one, numbering as many 
as 900 members, ‘They live in different Edoms or branches, each 
Belom owning 9 large Gewad property of ils own, 
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SRI RAJAH V, VASUDEVA RAJAN VALIYA NAMBIDI 
OF KOLLENGODE 


The subject of this memoir comes of an ancient and respected family 
of the chiefs of South Malabar, generally known as the Venganad Rajahs, 
anid isa very popular and highly respected nobleman in South India, Tis 
position both in the social and in the religions world of Malabar 1s unique, 
The education and the training that he had received in his early years 
stéod him in good stead when he bad lo take charge of hia rich and re. 
sotircelul estate early in life, The Kollengode house has always been known 
for its charity which has, under its present enlightened head,expanded in 
more useful directions, as education, medical relief, etc. Besides the 
many temples and charitable institutions maintained by the family for 
the feeding of the poor and the free boarding and accommodation af ; 
travellers and pilgeims, he has established a High School, wt which many 
students receive their education free ; and has turther shown his interest 
in education by maintaining some primary schools as well, for the benefit of 
the childien of his poor tenants and neighbows, He has made over as a free 
gilt the necessary buildings for a hospital and an in-patients’ ward which 
are maintained by the Taluk Board, The'Palghat Agricultural Association 
and the Malabar Jenmi Sabha owe a great deal to his guidance and 
generosily, Ee was the first President of the farmer inatilution for three 
years, and has been the Vice-President of the latter since its inception, 
In the Malabar Jenmi Sabha, whose main object is to guard the interests 
of the ‘landed aristocracy of Matabar, his influence and personal example 
lave been highly beneficial in the dissemination of healthy ideas of loyalty 
and devotion ts the British Throne. He 1 ever ready to tencourage the 
arts and industries of his District, such as the Weaving of fine grass-mates, 
carpentry, and bell-metal works; and it may be expected that wilh the 
adyent of the railway to Kollengode, when the Dindigal-Palghal line 
Comes to be opened, these industries will have a thriving future before 
them. It may be mentioned in passing that the influence of the Rajah 
with Lord Ampthill's Government was mainly responsible for the 
alignment of this line along Kollengode, 


’ . 





THR RAJAU OF KOLLENGODR 


Prana 
yiPE Ry . 
* 
LiBrats 


VAP RATAN OF ROLLENGODIE 593 


The Rayaly cababilily and wines natiners have rendered him very popus 
lacie the Pee adeney town. Since the regime ot Sit Artiva PBeveloek, he has 
been a persona bent ol tlie successive Govergats, fe lalds bis own 
in all the prvite wud public tinctions. ‘Che perso distinchon of Aaja 
was coulerted on hing ie HOT, and since then houours lave been coming 
on Tun i qatek suecession. Te wag mivited to dhe Deli Darbar of 1903 as 
a Stile guest, Wher Civ tperial Migestios cisited India as Prince and 
Princess of Wats ne 108, the Rajab joined! the grand public processians 
and abo enjoyed (he privilege of ao special andience with them, From 
1906 to WAZ he wie a imeanber ofthe Legislitive Coaucil of Madras, for the 
Brot Gyo (eins ats ot neta inember, aad (es as an cleefed Comneilor 
represeatiig the bindholders af the senhera gronp, ane of the largest 
clectinales. ‘Phe lage majority of votes secured by hint ou that occasion 
showed beyond dont that he enjoyed the vouttdenge of the people as much 
vs the exten ot the Goverment, or as OL, i. Si Arthur Lawley wrote 
cong abilatai ian ouhis elyehon, tte honor cate to lim “as a fitting 
reeopaition of the guud work whieh he had already done in) Conneil.” 
Teas lnghly poplar somo the bagi Zlimudats of the Presidency, and 
abo aman the riders of the Native States in the South, As an honorary 
visitor tee Che Agreentiitial Golluge at Carubatare, & member af the Madras 
Studenty’ A tyson Committers, otf the Victories Pechuical Institute, of the 
Loyal Leagis, andot the Newiagton Advisory Baard for the training 
and eduction af young Aantiudirs ander te Court of Wards, the Rajah 
has always beet ready to place his ting, service, indluence, and resources at 
the disposal ot the publie wid) the Government, which have been na less 
anxious (o vival themselves of (heat Ae has been consulted by Govern- 
ment on niiny public npitters my recent times, as the Reform Scheme, 
the Descontiatinctins Conunission, ef, aud lis liberal ideas and practical 
grasp ol atministuttive debuts nive always seemed far his opinions at 
respect{ul considention, ft will not be out af plaice fo state thal the 
authorities concerned uae Che greatest regard tor the Kollengode family 
for fis loyalty and devotion, 


Nouscount at (he Raga will be coniplete without referance (a 
his beautiful pabtce at Kollengode, about Qvelve miles diom Palghat on 
the soull-west line trom Madras to Calicut aad at the Uueshold ef Seuth 
Malabar, and tothe charming life ved there; to fhe adylhe imal secuery 

. Of tbe county monnd, with ots rich and evtensive paddy flats dehghtiog 
the wye as fat as Cea reach and ils beautiful verdiue in the iodear 
* months ; aod to the extensive forest beyond, of more thin a bandied 
And fifty squuc miles, owned by (he Rajah tornishings both game ane 
» Roenery ta the tourists and vistors that are genurally athacted to the plage, 
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The forests clothing the sides of the hills aronnd constitute a really grand 
scene, and, besides furnishing costly timber such as teak, rosewood, black. 
wood, etc, alford umbrage to herds of wild elephants, of whieh a good 
number are annually caught and tamed by the Rajah, 


There are also many coffee plantations managed by European planters 
on the hills, In the forest there are two interesting places of pilgrimage, 
the Seethar Gundu and Govindamala, in the waterfalls af which pilgrims 
generally bathe on new-moon days. 


The temples of Kollengoie also need special notice as thay are inti+ 
mately associated with the life and social position of (he Rajah, The 
Kachan Kurichi temple dedicated to Vishnu is of special importange to (he 
Numbudri Brahmins of Malabat and Cochin, Sfur purposes of Yagam, 
a Nambudri has to take from the temple and from the hands of the senior 
member of the Venganad family, as representing a Gandharva, the Sama 
plant, the skin of a black duck, and Karungali, Inyvirtue of this privilege, 
the Valiya Nambidi is enjoined always to wear a special kind of wooden 
sandals so that his feet might not touch the ground, There itre also several 
other temples in Kollengode under the management of the Rajah, 


This brief account will give the reader some iden of the infuence and 
the high social position of the Venganad family and of its present head, The 
Rajah of Kollengode, who is still young, has many more years of active, 
useful, and beneficent lifo before him, and it was not without good reason 
that Lord Ampthill observed in a personal letter to the Rajah “E cannot tell 
you what a satisfaction it is 0 me to sec the active and useful part you are 
playing in so many branches of public affairy’; and again in another letter, 
“Nothing could be better for India than an example of beneficence and 
unselfish devotion to public duly such as you are setting, and it is lo be 
hoped that many more of the aristocratic landholders will do as you are, 
doing,” 


H. E, the Governor of Madras, in the course of his autumn tour, paid 
a visit to Kollengode on the 17th October 1914. His Ixcellency and 
party were received by the Rajah in bis palace with a large assemblage 
of the leading residents of the town and the membeys of the Kerala 
Brahma Samajam. [is Excellency made a joint-reply lo the addresses 
presented to him on the oceasion and observed! ~ 

As soon as it became known that [ proposed to pay a visit to Palghal 
during this autumn, the Rajah of Kollengode, with lhe courtesy and hogpilalily 
characteristic of him, wrote and requested, that I ghould extend my tour so 
as to include a visit also to Kollengode. Having heard the interesting 
agcaunts of the Venganad country, T was anxious to ace il, and lo learn eome- 
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thing of its people and conditions, so that] was delighted to accept the Rajah’a 
kind invitation, 
* ” ¥ * » * 

I have heard with no little pleasure of the generosity of the Rajah in esla 
blishing and maintaining an efficient secondary school for the Veugnnad 
country aud in making over rent free to the Taluk Board the local dispensary 
buildings with in-patients! ward and ont houses, and Iam glad to associate 
myself with the people of (his place inacknowledging with gratitude the Rajah's 
munificence and public spirit, 

After visiting the Rajah's Tigh School and the students of the four- 
teen Primary Schools of Kollengode, His Excellency made {he following 
remarks in the Visitor's Book + 

‘To have aven the Rajah’s High School and to have been present at the 
gathering of the pupila, boys and girls, of all the fourteen Elementary Schools 
of Kollengode, have been to me among the most pleasant and interesting 
features of a day which has becn full of interest and pleasure, { congratulnie 
the (eachers upon Ue results which they have achieved and wish them and their 
pupils all success in the futnre under the powerful and generous encourage 
ment of the Rajah, whose work for the aducation of the peopie of this nelgh- 
bourhood will, Lam sure, be an enduring honour and satisfaction to himself 
and his family. 

Ht is admitted on all hands that the past services of the Rajah of 
Kollengode are only au earnest of the many benefits which his loyalty, 
patriotism, and public spirit are likely to confer on South Indin, 


SRI RAJAH JAGAVIRA RAMA VENKATESWARA ETTAPPA 
‘NAYAKKAR ALYAN OF ETAIYAPURAM 


The ancient Zamindari of Etaiyapuram in the Tinnevelly  pistriet 


covers an area of 650 square miles, including the Vallanadi Bub-division 
of the Gantamanayakanur Zamindari in the Madura District, The general 
nature of the soil is black but interspersed with red loam here and there, 
The annual revenue is about six lakhs, and the peshkush ie at peter 
payable to Madras Government is nearly a lakh and a half, a . hi . 
forest tracts are fuel and fodder reserves including game preserves, The 
Rajah also possesses large landed property in Government villages under 
re aie of the Rajah of Etaiyapuram originally resided at Chan. 
dragiri in the North Arcot District, and exercised sway aver the territe- 
ties adjacent to it, The first who came to prominence about 836 A.D, was 
Periyappa Nayakkar, His successor, Nallama Nayakkar, won great renown 
by beheading a powerful wrestler, named Soman, the gatekeeper at the 
fort of Vijayanagar, who had challenged strangers wishing to pay their 
homage to the king of that country to wrestle with him (Soman) and over. 
power him, or pass underneath the gold chain that he had tied to 
his left leg, He fixed the head of the wrestler (o a‘’spear and his blood. 
stained garments to the point af a lance, and with these trophies he pree 
sented himself before the king, who awarded hima gold head to be worn 
as a badge on his left leg, and allowed him to use the blood-stained cloth 
asa bannerel, Ashe undertook to protect the cight brothers of the 
gate-keeper, the King called Nallama, Ettappan, that is, the protector of the 
eight children, Since then the appellation, Etlappan, has been used hy 
every one of his successors. The gold head and the bloodestained 
banneret are still used by the Samasthanam during installation 
ceremonies. The King of Vijayanagar granted to Nallama State fans, 
villages, lands, and appanages suited to the rank of a chief, and gave 
him leave to proceed to his country. 

After four generations there came in the line Kumara Muthu Ettappa 
Nayakkar, who, unable to check the disturbances caused by Mahomed 
Alauddin, proceeded to Madura, and settled down under the pro. 

tection of Adi Vira Parakrama Pandian, the king of that territory, who 
"gave him extensive lands and villages, He thus became a chieftain and 
put down lawlessness in the surrounding tracts, for which the King of 
Madura granted him the distingtion of Snndara Pandya, We subdued 
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Raitur, where he built a fort, Nallama Nayakkar Kottai, whose 
remains are alill to be sven on the south banks of the river. One of his 
successors, Kumara Bttappa Nayakkar, proved very useful to Jagavirarama 
Pandiyan, the Viceroy of the King of Madura, in collecting the taxes that 
had long fallen inlo arrears, and received from him grants of some. vill. 
ages, yielding an annual income of about twenty thousand rupees. He was 
made the warden of Tiruchuli, with the title of Yagavirarama, Jagavirae 
rama Kelchila Mttappa Nayakkar, nineteenth in the line, who was 
appointed guardian of one of the seventy-two bastions of Madura, made 
largo additions to the estate, His successor, Kumara Ellappa Nayakkar, 
founded the town of Etaiyapuram in January 1567, and buill the Siva 
temple there, He helped the King of Madura in his attack against the 
fart of Braneel belonging to the Maharajah of Travancore, when he was 
treacherously killed, The king, out of regard for the deceased chief, con- 
ferred on his (amily Kalugumalai, and granted the title of diyan to his 
successor. 

Keichila Ettappa Nayakkar Aiyan, the nextin succession, was a gieat 
swordsman and an intrepid rider, He avercame the Chief of Ramnad 
and wrested from him some insignia of royally and (wo State horses, 
During his time the Catholic Christians residing there received his protec- 
tion which 1s mentioned on a stone inscription. 

It was Muthu Jagavirarama Ettappa Nayalkar Alyan, the thirty-first 
Chief, that came under British influence ; and he rendered substantial aid 
to (hem in capturing the rebellious Palayagar, Kalaboma Nayakkar, of 
Panchalankuiehi, who had defied their authority, and won for his 
services the village af Sivagnanapuram, In 1887 the Right Honourable 
§, Lushington, Governor of Madras, paid a visit to Wlaiyapuram, and 
complimented the chief in high terms for all thathe had done in the 
interests of the British, He established a choultry, at which Brahmins and 
other mendieants we fed daily; and the excellent buildings, known as 
Sundaravilagam, Kaliana Mahal, Subrabmania Vilasam, and others that 
grace the town of Etaiyapuram were brought into existence in his time. 
The two flaga of honour promised by the British Government to the 
former Zamindar were received by him. His eldest son, Kumara Ettappa 
Nayakkar Aiyan, was .a good Tamll scholar, When he succeeded to the 
estate, he built a new palace, erected a substantial brick fortress, and an 
edifice with a gold cupola, and laid out some fine roads, He presented 
costly jewels to several temples, and built (wo bridges at a cost of about 
twenty thousand rupees. 

Altera few generations, Jagavirarama Kumara Ettappa Nayakkar Aiyan 
begame the Zamindar of Etaiyapuram, He ha¢ the honour of welcoming 
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H.R. H, the Prince of Wales (King Exward VI), when he landed at 
Tuticorin in December 1875. The Zamindar was accorded the privilege 
of travelling with His Royal Highness as far as Koilpati, where he presented 
the Prince with some articles as mementos of his visit ta. this country, 
Ettappa Nayakkar Aiyan was present at the Delhi Assemblage of (876, 
when he was the recipient of a gold medal and a certificate of honour in 
recognition of his loyalty and fidelity to the Biitish Goverument and 
charity to the poor. 

During his travels to and from Delhi, he was escorted by a public 
officer of rank under the orders of the Madras Government. In the great 
famine of 1877-8, he fed thousands of poor people, The following 
complimentary remarks regarding him appeared then in the proceedings 
of the Court of Wards: — 

The interest displayed by the minor Zamindar in the management of the 
chavities is highly creditable to him, 

The Collector will inlimate to the minor Zamindar their high appreciation 
of his conduct on this occasion. 

He gave away to the Local Board as a gift the road leading to 
Kalugumalai, eight miles‘long, laid out and maintained at his own cost, 
He established a few clementary schools in his estate. After a brief illness 
he passed away in 1890. 

He was succeeded by his son, the present Rajah, Sri Rajah Jagavira 
Rama Venkateswara Etlappa Nayakkar Aiyau, born in 1878, ‘he estate 
was taken under the management of the Court of Wards, and, before 
the young Rajah was sent to the Newington School at Madras for his 
education, he had an excellent tulor in Mr M, 8. Purnalingam Pillni, 
B, A, for over a year, appointed by the Court of Wards, Among his 
tutors in Madras were Messrs, Potts, Ellison, Morrison, Payne and Rao 
Bahadur (afterwards Dewan Bahadur) K, Jagannatha Chettiyar, During 
his stay at Madras he travelled all over India under proper guides, ‘The 
management of the estate was entrusted to him in 1899, when Dewan 
Bahadur K, Jagannatha Chetliyar was appointed his Dewan, ‘The latter 
held the office twice with marked success and then retired. Hewas suce 
ceeded by Mr. ST, Shanmugam Pillai, a retired Deputy Collector of 
well-known Revenue abilities and unblemished reputation,” who sat for 
a term at the Legislative Council, Madras, His administration of the 
estate has all along been sound and efficient. 

Soon after his assumption of the estate, the Rajah established a 
Girls’ School and raised the estate Lower Secondary School to the’ 
standard of a High School where free education, under the modern 
curriculum, is imparted to all'students from all parts of ‘Nintlevelly and 
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of the neighbouring: Districts of Madura and Ramnad, ife maintains 
also a Model Agricultaial Warm at taiyapuram, He keeps up a good 
stud and (kas delight in shooting, Keurumalai is the favourite haunt of 
tonvists and of uropeans in the District who take to the pleasures of 
hunting, ‘The Rajah is ever ready to welcome them and to accommodate 
all lovers of pastimes during thew sojourn within the finits of his estate, 
In 1909, a Cattle Show and an Agricultural and Industrial Exhibition 
were held at Koilpattiat immense expense to the estate, and Mr, A, ig, 
Castlestuart Stuart opened them with a graceful speech, The Rajah is an 
honorary visitor to the Callege of Agriculture at Coimbatore and to the 
Newinglan School at Madras, Althe mvitation of the Madras Govern. 
ment, the Rajah attended the two Imperial Durbais held at Dethi, one in 
1902, and another in L9UL, and earned medals on both occasions, ‘The 
Rajah has made a generous gilt of a pucka-burlt Sepuc Ward of the vaine 
of Rs. 7,000 ts the Victoria Caste aud Gosha Huspital at Madtas and a 
liberal donation of Ry, 20,000 to two American Mission Hospitals at 
Madwa, andhe pays annually a contribution ol Rs. 1,000 towards the 
up-keep of the Local Fund Dispensary al Htaiyapuram and a Mission 
Hospital at Nagalaparam within the hinils of his estate, ‘The building: 
itself wherein the Loew und Dispensary at Mtuyapuram is loeated was a 
free giftimade by the Rajah lo the Local fund Department, He also 
contributed liberally towards the cost ol a metalled coad twelve miles 
distant between Etaiyapuram and Vilatikulam, — the headquarters of 
a Deputy ‘Tabs, In appreciation of bus hberality and beneficent work, 
the Government was pleased to confer on him the title of Rajah in ILL, 
Since then the Rajah lus purchased and improved (wo bungalows in 
Madras atacost af about a lakh ol rupees and has recanstiucted, on a 
much improved style of arelitectury, the major pottion of his Palace buil- 
dings at Mtuyapuran, and htled thent up with cleette lights and fans, by 
means of i ekketiic mstallation, at a tolal cust of about a lakh and a half. 
The Rajah is an carly use aid of regular good habits and high moral 
rectitude. De is touly religious and stictly orthodox in principles, and he 
performed) a few yeu ago, a Soma Yaga, which isa relyfous ceremony 
of gigat tmporbines ata cost of about Rs. 40,000, and the Rajah very re 
cently distinguished hunself by mniatleanyg a very generous contibulion of 
Ks, 60,000 to the War Fund, besides contributing a  thansand rupees 
separately lo lhe Imperial Rebel Fund,a gilt, indeed aore generous than 
any thal hag hithente been made on Urat account by any of tie Zamundars 
or landlords south of Madras, which was quile in keeping with his own 
gencrous impulse and will the noble traditions ol hig ancient, bislorie ee 
Juyal house of tayapuram, May the Rajah be spared Jor uniuny years to 
continue his benelicent work of public charily and ean and enjoy higher 
honows and distinctions at the bands of Government and may ie he 
soon blessed with progeny for the prosperity and permanence ol the 
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THE MAHARAJ KUMARS OF PATNA 


The late Maharajah Dalaganjan Singh Deo, the Feudatory Chief of 
Patna, who was highly reputed for his bravery and intelligence, had six 
sons, Of them the most prominent are Prithviraj Singh Deo, the present 
Maharajah, Pattayat Batsraj Singh Deo, Lal Raghuraj Singh Deo, and Lal 
Kalindra Sinvh Deo, Under the careful supervision of their father, they 
received sound education, Maharajah Prithviraj Singh Deo treaty his 
brothers with great affection and regard, Patlayal Batsraj Singh Deo and 
Lal Raghuraj Singh Deo, who are very fond of shooting and hunting, are 
known to be good marks«men, The former is mild, sober, generous, and 
fair-spoken, while the latter is spirited, popular, magnanimous, promising, 
and patriutic, Lal Kalindra Singh Dev, the fourth son of the late 
Maharajah Dalaganjan Singh Deo, is a nice gentleman and very popular, 
Lal Mahendra Singh Deo and Lal Birendra Singh Deo, the last twa sons 
of the late Maharajah, are continuing their studies, 


MAHARAJ} KUMAR SRITL TAL. RANABRER SINGIT DEO 
. MAND FUDGE, SONIPUR FETIDATORY STATIE 


Maharaj Kansu bal Ranabesr Singh peo, the second brother of 
Maharajah Ste Pinatrodaya Singh Deo Bahador, Keudatory Chief of the 
Sonepnt State, Quissa, Bengal, was born ou the 80th December 1880. Asa 
Chawhaet Bhatta he wes well thaned im uidtg, shooting, tle, and in his 
younger days he oxcelled i dh cdilcte parts. Witla fan knowledge of 
Mnilish, Unyt Beogatt, and Lindy be commenced his career is an Tonos 
raly Magistrate and Judge in 102, Tis faithful discharge of duty and his 
impartial justige eanied tor him dhe good-will of both the rulers and the 
tuled ‘The Mah was ih bas on several ogcasious brought (o the notice of the 
Politieal Avent, Hie Commissioner ol the Division, and the Lieutenant. 
Governor, that he recenves valuable help from the Maharaj Kumi Lal 
Ranabeer Siagh Deo in the aduanmtratian of the State, The Political 
Agent renvirked im the visitas book on the 20th Mebrray 0d that the 
services of the Mahara Kunar were highly satisfactory, Maharaj Kumar 
Lal Ranabee Singh Deo los travelled widely i the Nowth-Western Pros 
vinces, Bengal, Ganjam, and Oussa,  Ule is a popular nobleman, 


BARAKUMAR BALABHADRA DEB 
MEMBER, BAMRA STATE COUNCIL 


Barakumar Balabhadra Deb, the second son of the late Rajah Sie 
Basudeb Sudhal Deb, KC. 1. Ei, is a thoroughly accomplished gentleman 
and takes a keen interest in all matters of public utility. Ie is a Member 
of the Bamra Slate Council, Chairman of the local Muvisipality and of 
the Managing Committee of the Eligh School, Me is well educated in 
English, Sanskrit, Hindi, Bengali, and Uriya ; and in the Jast of which 
he has translated Kalidas’ Raghu Vamsam and Ritu Sanhar and several 
plays of Shakespeare, besides being the author of many original poems 
which are compared to “pieces of diamond of tha fist witler” by 
the illustrious and much lamented poet of Orissa, Rai Radha Nath Rai 
Bahadur, He takes a keen interest in the development of conmerce 
and agneulture and has introduced scientifig and up-to-date aystem of 
the latter in his village, Sona Mauda, where be bas exeavaled a big tank 
and built a palatial building, Asa social reformer he is trying to root 
out several evil practices and his efforts have been greatly successful, He 
isa keen and enthusiastic sportsman, and his aim in’ shooling seldom 
fails, Ile has bagged sixty tigers and thirty bisons, Ue is imparting 
liberal education to his children, two sons and four daughters, : 


LAL-SUIVARA] BATADUR SINGH 
RAO SAUIB OF CHORABAT 


Lal Shivaraj Bahadur Singh, Rao Sahib of Chorahat, was born in 
180d at Chandania, the seat ofa younger branch of the Chorabat Rao 
family. Te was adopted by the late Rao Fateh Bahadui Singh, one of the 
leading and trusted Sardars of the Rewah Stale, Besides being an Honorary 
Magistrale and Member of the State Council, he was in constant atten 
dance on His Highness the present Maharajah and was one of the Sardars 
who helped the tutor in the general bringing-up of the young Maharajah. 

Lal Shivaraj Bahadue Singh succeeded ( the dadiin 1907 immediately 
afer his adoption at the age of thirteen, After spending neatly two years 
and a half in dhe study of Sanskrit at home, he entered in 1909 the 
Durbar (igh School, Rewah, and began his Snglish education, He is now 
in the final Matric chiss, His rapid progress in the school bears lestimony 
to his intellectual capucily and love of knowledge. 

Kt was very date in his boyhood that he was brought under enligh- 
ned influence, baleven in se short a lime he hag given practical proofs of 
his earnestness in spreading knowledge and doing good lo his own people 
and the public atlirge. Ne finds special pleasure in helping poor students, 

Ife established the “Venkat Pathasala’’ (a vernacular school) at 
Semaria, an dupartuat village in his Thakurate, ia honor of HL. Lord 
Hardinge’s birthday celehuition after his recovery from the effects of 
the infernal bomb-throw at Delhi, He has materially helped in the reor 
ganization of the Sarvajanik Pustakalaya (a public library) at Rewa town, 

In virtue of the family prestige and personal attraction, of refinement 

«and culture, His Highness was pleased to choose him as one of the res. 
pectable Sardars attending on hin at the recent Delhi Durbar. He 
accompanied the Maharajah during his visil lo the Viceroy at Simla in 1913, 

Rao Shivaraj Bahadur Singh has married the granddanghier of the 
Thakur of Bal, sprung from the Gaharwar family of Manda, an important 
Rajin the Uniled Piovinges of Agra and Oudh, Uis father-in-law, Captain 
Gopal Singh, is one af the most favourite Sardis of His Highness, 

The Rav funily of Chorahat isa branch of the Basaute family, now 
represented by the Malia-Rao-Riyah of Bare, WP. Twas founded ly 
Rao Vikramajil Singh. ‘This family has been enjoying from its very 
foundation all the privileges of the fiat glass nobility in Rewah, including 
full fasim and the emblems of chhari, chaar, nishan, ete. The annual 
revenue of the estate is about Rs. 50,000, 


SREEMANTIIA ABEINAVA POORNA PRIYA VEDA[L BITASCAR 
THIRUMALA RAO SAHIB AVERGAL 
JAGUIRDAR Ol ANNI 

The Jaghue of Aroi in the Nowth Arcot Distiict of the Madias Presi- 
dency covers au area of 211 sqrue miles, and bas a populotion of about 
£25,000 giving an average of 692 persons to a square mile, ffs annual 
revenue is Rs, 2,25,000, the pembeush and other Government dues 
being nearly | s, 30,000, 

In the early part of the seventeenth century, dus jaghire belonged to 
Vedaji Bhascar Pant, a Madhwa Brahmin, as a teward for tis long and 
faithful service, He had accompanied Shap, the father of the pivat 
Shivaji, anda protege of Bahadur Shah of Bijapur, alter bis duee years’ 
unsuccessful warfare with the General of the Emperor Aurangzeh, iu his 
expedition to the Carnatic at the mstance of lis protector. 

When Shaji took Aini, he placed Vetlap Ahascar Pant me cluarge ott 
as Killadat, and, subsequently between 168 and 1604, granted him the 
Jaghire, which was confimed by the Sultan of Bijapur, When Shivay 
invaded ‘the Carnatic and seized all the Bijapur possessions there, Vedaji 
Bhascar Pant was confitmed in the command, and his two sons wale 
also employed. In appreciation of the bravery shown by the Killadar agd- 
of the signal services rendered by him, Shivaji recognised him as the 
Jaghudar of Aun, This, logetber with the fact thal both were of the 
Malnatta race, was apparently why the Rayahs al ‘Tanjore regarded the 
Jaghire of Arn as then dependency, thie descerudants af Vedayt Bhasear 
Pant, who were of peaceful hibits, alhcd themselves with the Rayals of 
Tanjorg when pressed by the Nawab of Arcot tot libute. They retained > 
neutral in all the Carnac ware of the eighteenth century, lst they should + 
meur the displeasure of auy of the powers As they were very hospitable, ; t 
they jwon the goodwill and frieudship of all, From tit beginnung they had 4 
been on friendly terms with the Kast India Company, tis with relerenge é 
to this attitude that the historian Orme says “ ‘Te Killadar of the ve 
(Ainge), wlieh ig cahsiderable and a hel belonging tu the lang ur Panjorg ne 
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has conducted binselt with so ach bospiatity to both sides (hat neither 
the Freneh ner the Nuwal considered tim as an enemy.” 

Ved Hibiscu Pant was in charge of the jaghue lor lortyethiee 
yrattos Phe wats sttecen ded by lisson, Koneu sand, aller him, came. lit 
secon san, Breemtved Rio, whose cule laste twenlyeloue yous aud 
who died teaviny the paghire ta Vane Rag, Jes eldestsen. Alte turly 
yeas, he was followed by lus sony Srecmivwea Rao, He passed away in 
fom years without teue, aod his younger brother, ‘Lhuiunale Row, be» 
cane the Jaghirda, TO wes dising his tune that disputes arose between 
him and the Nawab ot Arcot, ‘She latter, attet the wars with the French, 
demanded a coutibatian tron the Jaghidar tor lis estate. Lhirumala Rio 
vontended that he held: at fee jaghire, and that, turther, he was subject 
to the Rajah ot Manjor, ‘Phe Nawab, aided by the fast India Company's 
hoops, took Ins torG sequestered the jaghire and put him aud tis family 
mprison, “The Rajah ot Vaujore interfered in his behalf, and, by the 
trealy Of TLth October L761, entered milo hetween the Rajah of ‘1 anjre : 
and the Nawab ot Arcot aud guaranteed by the Kast India Company, the 
Jaghiwe of Atm was destorcd to TMuramala Rao and bis descendants on 
certain couditions, ong of which was that a sum of Ly, 10,000 was to be 
pad auntally as peihcusl. In pursuance of this treaty, the Nawab 
released Thiramala Reo and Tus family from prison, and put him in charge 
of the jaghire j but he did not survive the elevation long, #3 he died in 
Januay 176i, [is son having predeceased him, lus grandson, Sreenrvagn 
Rausuceecded with the consent and approbation of the Company, theNawab 
of Arcot, and the Kajal of Tanjore, Owing to his minonly, however, his 
grandmother, the widow of ‘Thirumala Rao, was in possession of the 
valate Gl) her death in 1771, when, owtng to the alleged refractory conduct 
of cettain Uralnuns, the Nawab took posession of the jaghiie, The same 
year, the Rajah of Tanjore, by a treaty, formally relinquished to the Nawah 
his suzerainty over Arni, Nevertheless, he asserted his claim to it and 
assigned as histeason for not carrying out his engagement, that the 
Nawab trad tailed tu restore Arni and Hantuanthaguch to lim, Sieenivasa 
Rav appened to the Madras Govermment: tad the Court of Duectois as 
the country was ur the possession uf the East lo tia Conipany and the 
Court of Directors, on account of ceilam payments due by the Nawab, 
The Cout ut Directors, in their despatch of the 9th December 1784, went 
fully intu the claims of the Rajah, the Nawab, anc the descendants ut 
Thirumala Rav, and affirmed thal, undet the treaty of 1762, Thirtunada 
Rao had heredituy right lo the jaghire, and thal, the Company's tath 
shaving bean pledged in the trealy, the Nawab was vot justined in with+ 
helding the jaghne from the deaccndants af Timumeala Rao, Lhey, there. 

> fore, directed, that it ahould be mmmedsalely matured to Sreenivasa Rav 
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who had no concern with, nor was privy to, the disturbance ot the 
Brahmins complained of by the Nawab, unless, iu Che interest af poree and 
tranquillity, it was espedient nol to do so, in which case the local Governs 
ment was directed to submit the full facts lo them. fn the meantime, there 
were other relations of Sreenivasa Reo, who pul forward their glaims 
as superior to his ; and, aller an investigalion, Sreenivas. Rao was restored 
fo the jaghire at the tune of the governorship of Johu Holland. A. cowl 
was taken from him by which be agreed to act according to the stipulations 
of the irealy of 1762, and certain other stipubuions, and a corresponding 
sanad was granted to him by Governor Holland. Sreenivasn Rao died 
without issue, but had given instrnetions to his wife ta adaptan heir, On 
his death several claimants appeared, and after an exhaustive enquiry by 
the Board and the local Government, a sana was granted in’ 1706 to 
Thirumala Rao, the person adopted by Sreenivasan Rao's widow, — I'he 
action of the Madras Government was uphekl by the Court of Directors, 

The permanent and hereditary character of the jaghire was thus 
recognised successively by the realy of 1702, by the Court af Direetors, 
and by the various proceedings of (be local Government, the Board, and 
the Collector, and thus the jaghire continued to be enjoyed uninterruptedly 
by the descendants of Thirumala Rao, until the death of Srinivasa Rao, 
the present Jaghirdar’s father, in 1002, 

All the Jaghirdat of Arni were very able and preat mens for they 
preserved their posivion at the time when the country was in confusion 
owing to constant wars and invasions. ‘Mieir chief characteristic was 
loyalty to the ruling power ; nor did they fail in any respect to gain the 
esteem and affection of their subjects, They were all very charitable, 
Some Brahmin families were granted villayes on a favourable fixed rent; 
several people were given inam villages; while many obtained minor 
inams, which still continue, The total beri of these Jandy comes. to, 
nearly half a lakh. All the Jaghirdar Sahibs have been the mogt favoured 
among the disciples of the Uttaradi Mutt, [lis Holiness the Swami has 
conferred on them the tite of Abhinava Poorna Priya, and has placed 
them in absolute control over the Nagaram Mutt, 

In 1902, when the Jaghirdar Sreenivasa Rao Sahib clied, the present 
Jaghirdar was a minor, and the eslate was taken under the nrnagement of 
the Court of Wards. ‘Then, for the last time, the Government questioned 
the permanent pruprietary and hereditary chitacter of the jaghire, are 
granted a sanad, adding cerlain new clauses and conditions considered lo 
be inconsistent with the Jaghirdars’ rights fo i, Shon ter the Jaghirdar 
attained his majority and assumed charge of the estate on the ldth July 
1906, he had to resort tu a court of justice tur (he testification of the 
sanad by the omissiun of the objectionable clatwes, The suit was pending 
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in the court {i 1909, when the Government recognised the justice of his 
claims, and, asa resi, compromise was arrived at, by whieh the 
objectionable churses were rescinded, and the heredilary and) permanent 
proprietary right of the Jaghirdar was recognised in express lerms, and the 
suit was withdrawn. The reviged sanad was granted to him ia August 
109, If Vedaji Bhascar Pant wes the founder of the jaghire, to Vedaji 
Bhasear Thirumala Rao Sahib, the present faghirdar, is due the credit of 
gelling the permanent proprivlary right of the Jaghirdars unmislakahly 
established and confirmed hy the British Government, 

Sreemantha Abbinava Poorna Priya Vedaji Bhasear ‘Thirumala Rao 
Sahib was born on the T4th July 1885, and is new Gvenly-nine years of: 
age. He is the eleventh in succession, and the estate, during his minorily, 
was under the control of the Court of Wards. The late Jaghirdar, 
Sreenivasa Rao Sabib, was repuled to bea model proprietor and a fare 
seeing administrator, and the present Jaghirdar, his son, already bids fair 
to equal, if nol exec, his father, 

The young Jaghirdar came in possession of an improved and pros 
perous estate -Chanks to the reforming zeal of the late Jaghirdar and its 
efficient management by the Court of Wards. With a keenness of insight 
truly remarkable in ong of his class and in ene so young, the Jaghirdar 
has made the best use of his opportinities, On every side are to be seen 
signs of rapid improvement. Irrigation works are conducted witha vigour 
and promptness deserving the highest praise, The improved system of 
Village accounts now in vogue, aud the measures adopled in the proper 
Management, maintenance, and preservation of the estate records, which 
were in utter confusion, testify to his care for details and to his love of 
order and inethod, He is easily accessible to them and redresses their 
gtievances promptly, On the occasion of his son's Nauataranam, he 
(granted liberal remissions of land revenue, He has also shown large 
concessions to pur ryols to enable them ty bring naw lands under 
cultivation, 

An Agris Horticultural Exhibition was held in April 1909 underthe pre- 
sidency of the Honourable Sir Murray Hammick, Tt was a grand snecess 
and had the appreciation of all who visited it, It elicited the praise 
of the Madras press, and the tollawelny estiact from the Judian Patriot will 
be read wilh interest 

«= [lis certainty promising that Mr, Thirumala Rao is inelined in 
the right direction, and his tenanta and dependents would, we hope, be proud 
af a master ga galicitans for thelr progress and sa liberal wilh kis purse, ‘The 
cost of an ordinary exhibition {9 immense ; more than the cost the oauagement 
ia alwaya a aevlous difficulty ; and it was the lack of efficient management that 
made the Koflpatt! Wxbibitlon anc Cattle Show (he disappointing fealure it was, 
Moat of the exhibits were purchased by (he Jaghirdar, and that ix probably, 
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one of the reasons why the exhilntion was so exter ively repre cated As was 
his intention from (he very beginning, Al. PRinmale Raa han estiblished 
a mnseum in bis jaghire,for the profit and please of lis tyols aiid lenante. It 
has served lo bring the proprictor aud bis peoples futo closer lonely, and Mr, 
Thiromala Rao may he said to he personally acquainted with many of dis 
{onants aud bas left an impression on their minds of bias generostly iad 
regard for them all, 

In October 1909, the musenin exhibits were displayed at (ho Mysore 
Dussara Exhibition and won for the figghtirdar many prizes, certificates of 
merit, and a gold medal. 

The opening of a Survey School and the intvadnetion of survey 
operations in the jaghire, and the steps taken for the estublishinent of a 
model home farm are further evideuces of the Jaghirdars due seuse of his 
responsibilities as a propuetor, The arrangements mack: by bin for the 
sanitation and lighting of (he town of Sathiyaviziunagrant hive evoked the 
admiration of every visitor toi Tle is keenly iiterested in education, 
and his substantial help saved the Boad’s Secondary Sehool at Arn from 
bieng closed for want of funds, No uvedy stuckant ever applied to hin for 
help in vain. j 

The Jaghirdar is quite modern in his tastes and is well educated. [Tis 
habits are simple, aud he distkes display of all kinds, He attends to every 
detail of his work as landlord, aad his leisure hoats are well spent, He 
has made a special study of electrivily and can fit up electria installations 
and engines unaided by the professionals, He is astilent of the physical 
and chemical sciences, : 

He owns fine mansions—oue at Nagra, known as Sree Pefas, another 
at Ponsi, called Brooklands, and Atni Tlouse, Arni Hall, and = Woodlands 
in Madras, Bungalore, and Outy, respectively, and anybody wha visits 
them will be struck with the artistic taste which the owner has displayed 
in them. 

The Jaghirdars of Arni have always been noted tor their loyally to 
the Paramount Power, and the present representative of the Gumily is no 
less so. ‘This was how he expressed himself with regard to the recent 
unrest when he presided over the mass meeting held at Arni for the pu 
pose of concerting measures to commemorate the life of Mis Jale Majesty 
King Edward VIEi—" Ttis vary unfortunate that sedition and disloyally 
are talked of in many places, but such a thing has been unknown here, 
The people of these parts have heen law-abiding and haye implicit. couti- 
dence in British justice and faw play”, 

Though young, the Jaghirdar has been able ta achieve se much ina 
lusirum, and we may, therefore, look tor still gteater progress in the 
years fo come, i 


* 


BEOHAR RAGHUBEER SINHA 
JAGOIRDAR, JUBBALPORE (CENTRAL PROVINCES) 


The subject of this sketch belongs to the oldest and one of the mast 
highly respected families of Jubbalpare, ‘The family has friendly relations 
with many a Maharajih and Rajah and is occasionally honoured by their 
visit to (he family residence at Jubbalpote, an honour enjoyed by no other 
family in thi citys Among the visitars may be mentioned H, H, the 
Maharajah of Rewa, H.R, the Maharajah of Unehahbra, the Rajah 
Bahadur of Nagpur, and the Rajahs of Maihar, Saugor, Khairagarh, 
Piltahra, Salaiya, Inlai, Bhandra, and other Zamindars, ‘Thakurs, and 
Raises, lor nine long generations, the heads and other members of this 
family bac held iportunt skue appointments of great (rast and respansi« 
bility under the Gand and Mahratta rulers in this District, and their vast 
experieney and the important revords on stale matters in the possession 
of the family were freely and loyally placed at the disposal of the British 
Government during its early establishment in this part of the country, 

TC hag been the proud privilege af one or (wo leading members of 
this old family to bolt vety high positions as Durbaries and Khas 
Mulaquaties of the Honourable the Chief Commissioner of the Central 
Pravincey, from generation to generation, and the Government have always 
graciously acknowledged their high respectability and their undisputed 
Joyalty by exempting them from the operations of the Arms Act, 

Beohar Raghubeer Sinha’s father, Beohar Nirpal Sinha, was for 
several years President of the District Council, and his uncle, Beohar 
Thakur Prasad, was an Houorary Magistrate +f the second class, They 
algo worked in several other pubhe capacities, and thus tried to render 
themselves usefil (o their sovereign and (heir country, 

The title of Beohar was granted to Kaihari Sinha, great«grandfather’s 
grandfather of Heohar Raghubeer Sinha, in recognition of his bravery 
and good service as an hereditary distinction by the Maharajah 
Nizam Shaha of Mandlain 1774 A. Gambat 1851) aud has since bean 
recognised by the Rajahs of Saugar and Nagpur and (he British 
Government. 

a 
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he literal meaning of the word Beohar is custom, which shows that 
Beohar Kaihari Sinha, recipient of the litle, was familiar with the manners 
and customs of the country and the affairs of the kingdom, ‘The Kinga 
utilised his services as Private Secrelary on account of his wide experience 
in matters of state. The later generations of this distinguished family 
were held in great esteem by the high officers of (he British Government 
and were always consulted with conlidence on matters political and 
touching Muafes and Jaghirs held by the Zamindars of the District, 
Later on several generations held the office of Honorary Sadar Kanungos 
entrusted with the custody of the old and new records of the district, to 
which great importance was attached under the British Government. The 
family possesses some very old‘rare and important records bearing on! 
matiers relaling tothe terrilorial disputes and zamindari affairs under 
the Gond and Mahratta dynasties, 


The members of the family have always been promoting works of 
public utility and charily, and have shown public spirit in many ways, 
The Bawali and Dharmashala, buill at a cost of about 25,000 rupees in 
Mauaza Jujhari on the Mirgapore road, still slake the thirst of thousands of 
trayellers and wayfarers and affords them shelter from the rigours of 
extreme weather, 


the temple and ghat built ata cost of about 15,000 rupees on the 
river Narbada, at the Lamahta Ghat, still stand as monuments of the 
greatness of the family, The lemple of Radha Krishan, built near the 
family esidence al Jubbalpore al a cost of about 10,000 rupees, 
attracts pious worshippers, and is.a remembrancer of the piety of this 
memorable family, 


The extensive plot of land, on a part of which the Tahsil Court and 
its offices are now built, once belonged to this family and was handed , 
over to the Government without any compensation when (hey wanted lo 
lay out a garden for public use, There are many mango-groves originally 
planted by the members of this family which are entrusted to Government 
as Rafahe Am or for public use. 


It is difficult to single oula member of this public-spirited family 
who has not made a free gift of a plot of land, planted a mango grove, or 
given a jaghir to some learned or public-spirited persons, A large strip of 
land for the road leading to the Water Works Reservoir, was given asa 
free gift to the Jubbalpore Municipalily. A Hindi poet has praised the 
family in these words:—“Wherever there is wealth in the District, Daryao 
(Beohar Daryao Singh, an ancestor) has a claim over it” ‘The word 
Daryao means the ocean, The pun is, therefore, easy to understand, 


HLOUAK RAGUUBEER SINUA all 


‘The lead ot (he finnily was inviled to the Goveraor-General’s Durbar 
held in Jubbalpore alter the Mutiny, along with all) (he Indian Chiefs and 
Nobles, and the claim of the Beohar family to a seat: among the noblest 
of the dand was thus graciously recognised by the Brilish Government, 
Beohar Raghubeer Sinha‘s grandfather, Beohar Aman Sinha, had the 
signal honver of being mvited to tbe Durbar held in Jubbalpore un the 
auspicious occasion of the visitof I, M, the late King-Emperor as Prince 
of Wales in 1877, 


Beohar Raghuheer Sinha, the present representative of this distingui« 
shed family, enjoys the privilege of being a Darbari of a high order, He 
ig a Kbas Mulaquali of (he: Honourable the Chief ¢Commissioner, He 
holds a govd niany villages in the fubbalpore and Mandla Districts, includ- 
ing some jiughir villages on which a certain obary has been fixed, He 
is now frev, by his own efforts, from the heavy burden of liabilities 
which had encumbered his estate when (he Court of Wards handed it 
over to him see eleven years ago. Ais ryols are not unfairly taxed or 
rack-rented in any way, and so they are satisfied wilh him, as he looks to 
their well-heiag as his own, He stands third in (he District among those 
who pay a luge amount of revenue to Government. He is very regular 
and punctual in his payinents and holds certificates from Government 
officers (ustifying lo this facl. He was selected as a delegate by the lands 
holders of the Jubbalpore District (o vote at (he gleclion of an additional 
member of the Lepislative Council held in December 1909, He has been 
the Honorary Seerelary of the Local Board, Jubbalpore, since 1903, He 
discharges bin duties with zeal and ability and to the satisfaction of hig 
superiors, Since 1906 he has been working agen Honorary Magistiate, 
He worked as Honorary Seeretary to the Indian Famine Relief Fund 
Cominiltee, Jubbalpore branch, in 1907-8, His efficient work is evident 
from the list famine report and the printed certificate he has received. 
He succeeded! his father as President of the Kayasth Sablias, provincial 
and logal, in order to improve the education of and effect desirable 
reforms in that communily, which looks upon him as its representative. 
He made over aw viluable piece of land in the heart to the cily to the 
Jubbalpore Municipality for a pubhe recreation ground free of any com~ 
pensation which hears the name gf ‘George Park’, We has contributed 
Rs, 1,200 towards the funds for the King edward Memorial Hospital at 
Narayanganj, Disinet Manda, where the want of such an institution 
was keenly fell; and tds contribution towards the Jubbalpore Memorial 
Yund was Rs, 105, Tis interest in the cause of edneation and his miner 
contributions {awards ile support are well known, He subscribes monthly 
for the District Libraryy the Ki, Ailkarni [igh School, and other instilue 
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tions, and contributes occasionally to girls school, He got a building 


eonsiructed for the District Council Village School, | Hun hagerh, 
He gave Rs, 125 for turniture to the Ik. Witkweni High School, 
and Rs, 500 towards its endowment fund, and as President of 
the deputation Commitice for the raising al an endowment, he is 
doing what he can to place this popular institution en a sound financial 
basis. The committee have aleaty collected Ks, 20,000, and the money 
promised also amounts to about Rs, 20,000, At the annual tournament 
of 1910 held by the Field Games’ Assuciation he provided for the pre- 
sentation of a Silver Challenge Cup to be competed for every year by the 


students of the local Middle and High Schools, He has also provided + 


fora valuable Silver Challenge Shicid to be given at the Divisional 
Agricultural Exhibition to the person who produces the hest dhan 
(paddy), 

He is an under Graduate of the Allahabad University and has a great 
taste for Sanskril, He is the Hononuy Seeretary of the Sanskrit School, 
and is the author of the following hooks—Shastra-Siddauta-Sar"(prose) 
the “Bhagwala Gila,” in casy verse; “Tsikram-Bilaswati", a novels and 
“Kadambary” (prose), 

He had the honour of being inviled to all the functions during the 

. poch-making Delhi Durbar of 111, and was as one of the few select 
“Maharajahs, Rajahs, and other Governnient guests received by His Ma» 
int the Imperial Camp. In commemoration of this great Asseunblage, 
grea’ ade remissions to his lenants and debtors, which amonnted to about 
famil}iousand rupees in the Jubbalpore District and acarly (vo thousand 
attrag, in the Mandla District, ‘The Honourable the Chief Commission« 
MeMGsented the Durbar certificate of honour to him when he laid the 
sadation stone of the King Edward Memorial Dispensary at his 
ifpllage, Narainganj, in the Mandla District, to the funds of whieh he had 
contributed more liberally thanahe rest, ‘The Delhi Durbar Medal was 
presented to him in a public durbar, 


SUBEDAR PURUSHOTTAM RAO TATYA SAHIB 
OF BITHOR 

The funily of the Subedars of Bithue im the Cawnpore District, 
Uniled Proviness, is distinguished for ils military service during 
the lroublous times of the eighteenth century, The founder of the 
family was Rumehander Pant who was bern on the 1th November 
L777 in the village of Alavaur on the banks of the ‘lungabhadra in the 
District of Dharwar, Ue exhibited his warlike qualities even in his 
youth, and his cleverness and intelligence made the people about him 
predict & grent future for liam. Asa tad of lifteen, he took service under 
Tippu Sultan in Mysore, but the bigolry and religious fanaticism of that 
ruler disgusted hit sa muh thethe gave up his service under him 
and jeincd Bapu Gokhle, Commanderan-Chief of the Peshwa’s 
Anny, who was just then fighting on the Mysore frontier, He 
soon won hid contidence and good opinion as a capable officer and 
obtained « very high rank us the army ander the Peshwas. Later on he 
was appointed « Subedar in the Carnatic by the Peshwas, and since that 
time (he fanaly has been known as the Subedar family, 

In [818 when Baji Rito was defeated by the English al Khirki, his 
Commanderin-Clig, Bapu Golhle, passed away, and his next in rank 
Ramehander Pant succeeded him. It is said (hal prosperily brings 
friends, and adversily tries then. 1 those days of trouble for Baji Rao, 
many of his numerous adherents deserted him to save their lives and 
jaghirs, but Ramehander Pant followed him to the last and stood by him 
loyally. His army of 5,000 horse was ever ready lo fight for the Peshwa 
against the English, He never wavered in hig allegiance to his sovereign, 
AGlast when all hanes of success were al an end, he, as becamea rue and 
chivalrous yvaurior, wis the first to advise the Peshwa to sue for peace and 
geck (he protection of the English It was al his instance that in 1818 
Baji Rao mady vertuves for peace to Sie John Malealm. Rimehander 
Pant was equally loyal and honest in his dealings with he Wnglish, In 
the winter of 1818 the army of Baji Rao was ina bad way, Rams sel inj 
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sickness broke out in the army ; the Rajah of Nagpur opened up hostili- 
ties: and there were troubles all around. The supplies ran short, and as 
the lands were uncultivated, they were not procurable. In this state, 
Baji Rao returned {o Bithur near Cawnpore. At his time Ramehander 
Pant was his Chief Minister, and it was mainly through his effortgy that 
peace was secured and affairs were placed on a satisfactory basis. In 
recognition of his services, the Subedar was given the jaghir of Jaoor 
and Shanwar near Dharwar with independent powers, and received a 
monthly allowance of Rs. 1,000, After peace was canclnded, the Sube- 
dar was most friendly to the Jinglish and loyally helped them on several 
occasions, Alone time when the British army marched against Bharat- 
pur and Alwar, il was at the instance of Ramchander Pant that Baji Rao 
helped the East India Company with sixteen lakhs of rupees for carrying 
on the operations, Mr, John Low, the Commissioner with Bajl Rao, 
recorded his appreciation of Ramehander Pant’s services, in a minute, 
dated the 3rd November 1825, and concluded ilin the following terms t- - 

Under all these circumstances I do not hesitate to recommend the 
Subedar Ram Chunder Paut stroagly to the altention of all British Public 
Functionaties and to all other Gentlemen with whom he may wish to 
communicate either in person or by letter. 

Ramechander Pant remained a loyal and true friend of the, Company 
until his death in 1852, He left behind him three sons, Narayan Rao, 
Shreepat Rao, and Shrinivas Rao ; of these, the second alone had issue, 
Narayan Rao tendered valuable service during the days of the great 
Mutiny, and this has been testified to by Lieutenant Thomson, the officer 
commanding the Cawnpore Police, in the following words — 

Ihave known Narain Rao Nana, son of Ramchander Pant, Subedar 
of the late Bajee Rao Mahratta, since August 1857, and have always believed 
him to bea sincere well-wisher of the Government Unoughout the Mutiny 
and indeed his actions have proved him to be so, for at the time when General 
Havelock first advanced and took Cawnpote hu came forward and, when 
asked, supplied Captain Bruce, Superintendent of Police, as many horsemen 
as his reduced means enabled him to clo, 

Successive officers of Government have borne lestimony tu the loyalty 
of (he house, Narayan Rao was the first lo give information to the 
Lieutenant-Governor of the outbreak of the Mutiny, He helped General 
Havelock with as mavy horsemen as he could when he attacked and took 
possession of Cawupore, Colonel Barrow was helped with nineteen guns 
when he came lo Bithur with Ins party. In his anxiety (o help the 
British Government against the tcbels, his life was oflen exposed to 
danger, Many of his relations were wilh the rebels, and they made 
overtures lo him to join them. Buthe stood above all those tempta~ 
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ions and remained true and loyal to (he as Te return far his secvices 
ho was liberally rewarded by the Government of Her Majesty the Queen 
Vietoria hy a grantal many jaghivs Narayan Rao died leaving (hree 
gong, Vasudey Rao, Porushottam Rav, and Ramehander Rao or Anna 
sahib, ‘Tatya Salih, and Baba Sahil as they were respectively known, 

Porushotlam) Rao Tatya Sahib, the present bead of the family, 
inherits the virtues of Dis yioatytvandfather, Mr J. Prineep, Judge, 
Cawnpore, wrote as follo vs on the (st April 1882, tegarding Vasudey Rao 
Anna Sabib and Purushottam Rao Patya Sahib 

IT have known Vasndev Rao Anoa Sahib, and his younger brother, 
Purushottam Rao Talya Sahib, during the eleven sours of my residence at 
Cawnpore, aud have ever found them willing and ready to please and aid 
inany engriry found necessary, ‘Their fathen, Naraia Rao, who deceased last 
year, was the sou ol the Peshwa'e Subedur, and through him they Inherit the 
title of Subedar ; rematning staumeh do the British Goverament in the tron 
blons times of L867, the conlisented binds at Bilhur of the rebel Nana 
Dhondoo Punt Rao, known as the Lashkar lands, were conferred in wrant on 
their family, antl they now continue to hold them al favourable rates, 

They hold a seat at the Government Durhars as well as the tight of 
admission (o private audience and all that remaina to complete thelr position 
ag native gentlemen of the fival rank ig exemption from personal attendance 


from the Courts of Law. 
L hope that they may ullimately succeed I their efforts to secure this. 


Being about to lenve the country for yoo, [have uo heailation in certifying 
to thelr respectability and hope to hear of their welfare and continuance in 
the good valeem of Government. 

On the 18th November 1006, the then Lieutenant-Governor of the 
United Provinces bore the following testimeny of Subedar Parushottam 
Rao Talya Sahib 

Thave known the Subedar of Bithur, Purushotlam Rao ‘Tatya Sabib, for 
many years, [thas always been a pleasure tome to meet him, and he haa 
earned the respect of all who know him. 

Hia main ambation is to be exempted fram attendance at Civil Courts, and 
[consider him worthy of this personal distinction, if it has been the custom in 
thia Province to grant {t except in the ratest instance, . 

He is very chailable, has openeda dispensary at Bitbur, and has 
constructéd, at his own cosl, a railway line fam) Mandhana to Bramhavart, 
which has given a grent impelus to Gade. There is good game in lis 
forests, and wany Burepeana visit him on shooting (rips and enjoy 
his well-known hospitality, He haga son, Vania Rav Bhaiya Sahih, 
and a grandson, Govind Raa Bhau Rajab. He is exempted from the 
* operations of the Arms Ack He ts held in high esleem by the authorities 
g and enjoys ihe cantidence of the Government as a citizen of unswer 
* ving loyally, He manages his estates ina most efficient manner. 


% 
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ULNAT KOCHURRISHNA MOOTHA PANICKER 


Ulnat Tarwad is situated in Venkitang Desai of the Poonani Taluk, 
Malabar District. This distinguished faruily follows the Maromakkatha- 
yam law, The training of men to become scpoys with practice in swords- 
manship and wrestling was the hereditary occupation of the family. Its 
status as Guru enabled it to collect al short notice a force of well-trained 
men when there was need for it. Adjoining the family seal, there is still 
a Kalari, which was the old gymnasium or the Militwy College, In this 
institution, members of well-to-do families came to be trained for the 
military profession, 

The most important person to whom the family owes its present great 
ness is the celebiated Ukkanda Panicker Kariakkar, whose memory is 
cherished with decy veneration and affection by all its members, He 
flourished atthe most fruitful of times for adventurous spirits. The 
unsettled state of the country that followed the various proselytizing 
expeditions of Tippu offered a chance to the ambitious youth of distin» 
guishing himself, 

Ukkanda panicker was born about 1753 A.D. He was therefore in 
his manhood when Tippu frequently visited Malabar, When he was 
twenly years of age, he betook himself to the court of the Zamorin, who 
was then rulerof Malabar, Ukkanda Panicker was an accomplished 
warrior, and he occupied various posts in the palace and steadily rose 
into favour with his Chief, 

About 1780 A. D,, the storm in Mysore that was soon to overspread 
Malabar and bring about destruction and distress in the gtate alarmed the 
peace-loving Zamorin and his officials, Capable men were sent around 
to guard his possessions, Under thelille of Kariakkar, Ukkanda Panicker 
was naturally sent to the south (the old Chowghat Taluk) with absolute 
powers of government, He went to raise his own men and find the 
needéd funds in the best way he could, It cannot be supposed that under 
the circumstances Ukkanda Panicker was able to do any considerable 
damage to the Mysorean, Along the line of fppu's camping grounds 
and temporary fortresses belween Cranganoor and Chowghat, Ulnat 
Tarwad possesses considerable landed property. There is a saying still 
current that Ukkinda Panicker’s conquest was at the point of hig sword, 
This can only mean that Ukkanda Panicker appropriated lo himself the 
property of his enemics who had helped Tippu on his way to Cochin, 
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Whatever might lave been the importance of the part played by him 
in the wars of Tipp, there was no gainsaying the fact that he wasa tower 
of slrength to the distressed people when the fanatic hordes of the invad- 
ing Mussalman overran the conutry. The rich Kerala Brahining entrusted 
their properly for sale custady with Ukkanda DPanicker and fled to 
Travancore, When peace wid established, (hey came back to their homes 
and had their property safely returned, Men and women rendered home. 
less and penniless fled to Lim for protection, When the East India Com- 
pany assumed the goverament of the country, Ulkkanda Panicker was 
requested by them to make the people submissive tu their rule, Ie did 
yeoman service tothe Wnglish in those trying times and received the warm 
thanks of the responsible officials for it, 

After ‘Tippu's invasion, the Gurowayar temple, (he most celebrated 
in Kerala, was reluill by Ulskinda Panioker, It is said that he spent out 
of his own pocket Rs. 77,000 for its construction, 

The vast fortune that the family possesses was made by Ukkanda 
Panicker, Te executed a will hy which be sel apart a certain portion of 
the properties for the mainlenance of temples, choultries, and for other 
charitable purposes. He also interested himself in commerce, Mention 
is made in his will of the articles of merchandise (hat had belonged to 
him, He died in 1825 ALD, 

Since Ukkanda Panicker's death, nothing of very great importance has 
occurred in (he funily, ‘The family has inherited a hoard tn the shape of 
gold ornaments, precious wtoner, and coins of gold and silver, His brother 
who succeeded him added to il, Then look place one of the most daring 
dacoilies ever heard of in Malabar, Ona certain night, when all the 
inmates of the house were fast asleep, a gang of five hundred men with 
torch lighis in their hands entered it and carried away ornaments, goods, 
and chattels worth several lakhs, Since 1825 five Karnavans have assum« 
ed the management of the Tarwad. 

The present head of the family, Sri Kochukvishna Mootha Panicker, 
became the Karnavan in 1909, In him the old and the new happily 

‘blend in perfect harmony. He is a man of progressive ideas and 
liberal views, He manages (he affairs of the Tarwad on the lines laid 
down by Ulkanda Panicker, He attends to the repairs of the buildings 
atd (emples belonging to the Tarwad and also sees lo their proper mana~ 

* gement, Il is gratifying to state that every movement of public utilily 


i fdds in him an ardent supporter. 
* > The Tarwad was paying Re, 800 and odd previous to the selilement, 


a ‘out it now paya as kist about Rs, 15,000 to the Government, The loyalty 
“sand devotion of the tenants of the Tarwad are indeed an aseel of which 


an family may well be proud. The Panioker’s tenaniry are en the whole 


dnp org prosperous than (heir neighbours, = * ; 
a8 ‘ : 
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SIR V. KRISHNAN NAMBOODRI 
OF THE VARNAKKOTE ESTA TIE 


The Varnakkote estale is one of the most ancient estates in the 
Cheruthazhom Amsam of the Chirakkal Taluk, North Makibar District, 
Madras Presidency, Tt owns more than 10,000 acres of wel, dry, and 
garden lands paying a Government assessment of nearly Rs, 7,000, and 
valued at about Rs, 12,00,000 on a rough calculation exclusive of indivi. 
dual acquisition, The family of Sri Krishnan Namboodti stands at the 
head of alarge community of high class orthodox Brahmins fiving in 
the five ancient villages of Cheruthazhom, Kunparu, Arathi, Kolaprom 
and Vararuchimangalam (now consisting of about fifteen villages) which 
formed parts of Perinchallyr gramom of the ancient Kolaswaroopam, 
Prior to the advent of the Brilish administration the Rajahs of this estate 
were the independent sovereign ruleis of the whole of North Malabar, 
including Wynad, and of Kasergode Taluk of the South Canara District, 
“They had many warrior princes, mighly chiefs, and landed proprietors 
under them. They are now represented chiefly hy the family of Chira- 
kkal, the most predominant and affluent of the several branches into 
which the Kolaswaroopam was split up some centuries ago, 

This Varnakkote family together with 286 other Brabmin families was 
invited to colonise this part of Malabar from Northern India about 792 , 
A. D.,, or thirly-three years before the commencement of the Malayalam 
Era, The sovereign then reigning was Kolathiri Rajah of wonderful 
achievements, named Udaya Varma Rajah of Udayamangalam palace, 
The new colonies were set up, because there were no good Brahmins in 
his Perinchallur gramom for the due performance of the vedic functions, 
These Brahmins headed by the members of the Vatnakkote family accom- 
panied the Rajah as far as the famous holy temple of Gokarna, whence 
they strongly objected to proceed further, The Rajah causcd the construc- 
tion of the “ Kotitheertham ”, the holy tank of the Gokarna temple ina 
single night and convinced the Brahmins of his might and resources 
He left Gokarna accompanied by them and his countless followers, and 
arrived al his capital ina most triumphant manner, On an auspicious 
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day, the Brahmins were located in the aforementioned five villages, In 
appreciation of the hearty co-operation rendered by the head of this 
family, the Rajah granted to it certain, special rights and privileges, and 
conferred on itthe tide of © Desavazhi Varnakkote,” with powers to 
enquire info and setde all matters involving social and religions questions, 
Besides these, four important temples, called © Seee Raghavapuram,” 
“Sree Krishaaprram,” “Sree Bhadrapuram” and “Udayapuram,” all situat- 
ed in the vicinily of the Varnakkole family quarters, wore granted lo it, with 
absolute proprietary right and liberally endawed for their maintenanee 
and upkeep, ‘The head of this family was made the hereditary President 
of a Corporation, called Sree Raghavapuram Sabhayogam, organised for 
the guidance of the Brahmins in respect of their religious studies aud 
observances and for regulating their social customs. ‘These facts are 
evidenced by aroval writ issued by Ravi Varma Rajah of Chirakkal in 
M. E, 975 (1800 A. 1),) to the members of the thitty-six houses of Cheru- 
thazhom including this family, Lt is also seen from a proceedings of the 
Collector of Mulibar passed after an enquiry held at Baliapatam, the 
ancient capital of the Rajabs of Chirakdal, on the 16th Makarom 998 (27th 
January 1828), tbat the Chirakkal Rajah was the ruler,and the Varanakkote 
Namboodn, the Desavashi, Another royal writ issued in 1819 A. 1D, by 
the Rajah of Nileswar in the Kesaragade, laluk of the South Canara 
District shows that the social and religious supremacy of this family exten« 
ded even beyond the Mulabar portion of Kolaswaroopam, 

. The rights, tithes, and privileges conferred on this family were enjoyed 
by it undisputed up to 1868 A.D, when the Rajah of Chirakkal, out of a 
private spite against one of its members, sel up another family, 
named Chettoor, to institute a civil suit against the Rajah and 
four others including the head of this family. The elaborate judgment of 
the Sub Court of North Malabar in QO. 8S, No. 227 of 1870 confirmed! the 
supremacy Of the family and set at naught the claim of the Rajah 
to cancel the right once vested in it, The decision was confirmed by 
the Madtas Aigh Court in second appeal No, 508 at 1871, Since the 
days of the Kolathiii Rajah,several members of this family have occupied 
very high offices in and outside the Palace, and one of its heads held the 
Prime Ministership of Chirakkal, When the British assumed power 
the Collector of Malabar in 1828 issued the hereditary sanad of adhikari- 
ship of Kunhimangalam Hobliin the Kavai Taluk to Desavachi Varan- 
akkole Narayanan Namboodri, and, in consideration of the prominent 
position held by this fumily in ancient days, appointed Varanakkote 
Govindan Namboodri, the grandfather of Varanakkote krishnan 
Namboodri, the present Manager of the cslate and the subject of this 
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sketch, as the Tahsildar of Kavai Taluk in 1887, IIe died in a iwelve- 
month after an cxemplary service. 

The ancestors of this family have been noted for their amity and 
attachment to one another and for their extreme otthodoxy. ‘The estate 
has established temples and other religions institutions and maintains 
them at a cost of about Rs. ,000 annually. It keeps going the family 
choullry which feeds on an average about 190 persons (Brahmins, Byca- 
gees, and other travellers), daily, irrespective of caste or creed, 

After the death of Govindan Namboodri who was Tahsildar of 
Kava Taluk, the mangement of the estate fell to his younger brother, 
Subiamanian Namboodri, who was also the Adhikari of Cheruthazhom 
and Korom Amsams, He was a good gentleman, and the ancestial 
properly more than trebled under his management. He died in 1825 
and was succeeded by lus nephew, Vishnu Namboodri, father of . 
Krishnan Namboodri, He was a typical manager and had a reli- 
gious turn of mind, He had an important yagam performed at a cost 
of about Rs. 10,000, which won for him the reverential title of Adithirip. 
pad in 1843, He died in 1865 having niade considerable additions to the 
estate properties and left his third son, Krishnan Namboodri, in charge of 
it, who was then a lad of sixteen summers. 

He has effected ca:tain material and much-needed repairs to the old 
palatial family quarters and choullry attached therelo and constructed 
many new buildings for the use and convenienve of Ue members of the 
family and their dependants and for visitors and guests at a cost of nearly 
a lakh of rupees, He has expended more than a lakh in the celebration 
of marriages, upanayanams, cic, His litigations have cost him about 
a lakh anda half, In addition to all these he has acquired landed pro- 
perties worth a lakh of rupees in Malabar, besides his valnable acquisition 
in the Travancore State in his own name, He has rendered himself 
famous by his munificence, 


In 1888 he visited Tiavancore and had an interview with His High. 
ness the Maharajah who received him very kindly and allowed him the 
pleasure of a long conversation on various matters, He presented him 
with a gold Veerasringkhala (a chain-like gold bangle) and ordered all his* 
conveniences lo be attended to at the expense of the State. During his 
stay there, he visited several places of importance and sumptuously feasted 
a large number of Brahmins and gave them liberal presents in gold 
and money, Theso acts of charity cost him more than ks, 10,000, 

In his newly-purchased village of Kavalam Kannadi, he cousiructed a 
Vishnu témple in memory of his beloved father, ‘hig estate and the temple 
are managed by a local agent. On his return home the next year, he 
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visited the famous temple of ‘Trichur (Trishivaperur) in the Cochin State. 
In 1891 be excavated a big lank, nearly four acres in extent lo the west 
of the family quarters and chouliry ala cost of about Rs. 7,500, for the 
uge of the public. [lis also used lor the cultivation of the surrounding 
paddy fields. In 1890 a temple was constructed on the northern slope 
of the hill known hy the name of Kotlakkunnt (hillfort) standing on the 
south-east corner of the family quarlers and was dedicated to the god 
Sreebhothanathat. he construction and installation ceremony cost 
him Rs, 80,000 and lands ylelding Ri 1/000 “Xodually, have been sel 
aparl for the maintenance and upkeep of the temple, To the south of 
itthere is a beautiful garden tastefully laid out which contains various 
rare and valuable Huropean and Indian plants and fruit trees got from 
Bombay, Poona, Oolaganuand, and other places, and which has, in 
the middie, a neat-desizned octagonal bungalow, — Iu all Lue places where 
he is known he is greatly respected and admired, He possesses keen 
intelligence, prepossessing appearance, untiring diligence and exemplary 
business capacities, and is flank, unassuming, highly benevolent, generous 
and charitable and of a most amiable disposition, He has won the 
good-will, esteem, admiration and affection of one and all the members 
of the family ane left a noble revord of useful and philanthropic tife. 

In his younger days be touk keen interest in agriculture and re« 
claimed about 100 acres of marsh waste land, which yield paddy worth 
more than Ra. 4,500 annually, The reclamation cost him more than 
Rs, 60,000, and supplied thousands ol persons with labour for many 
months, 

He served for many years asa member of the Local Fund Board of 
North Malabar and has, for some years past, been a member of the 
Jenmi Sabha of Malabar since ils organization, and of the Agricultural 
Society of North Malabar. ; 

Like all his predecessors he has, from his boyhood, regarded lvyalty 
asa sacred duty and has, during the long period of nearly half a century 
of his management, been very siriel and accurate in the regular and 
punctual payment of the Government assessment without giving the 
slightest room for complaint, 

A free primary school, a long-felt loca want, was recently set up 

, about half a mile to the east of the family residence and has on the rolls 
about 180 boys and girls of all classes, 

: lis regrettable that this ancient and reputed family has no uame 

“abroad on account of il seclugion and lack of western culture, ‘The 

, diistory of this family cannot bot he meagre on account of its dight to 

‘Teivandram to, eeexpe from Tippu Sultan's campulgacy proselyliaation and 


t its permanent settlement there, 
Sr A 
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KAVALAPPARA saa NAIR (MALABAR DISTRICT) 


Kavalappara is equidistant from Shoranu and Vaniyankulam, near 
the Patlambi toad, and is the residence of the Kavalappara Nair, It is a 
great Brahmin centre, and has within a radius of two miles af the house 
no less than forty Natmbudiri MMams. The Rev, WH, Gundhert calls ita 
petty principality, once famous for learned men, The estates which are 
extensive lie partly in the Palghat Taluk, partly in the Walluvanad Taluk 
and in the Amsoms round aboul the house, and partly in the Cochin 
State, The total area of the estate is about 17,000 acres, most of it being 
paddy fields, and the major portion of it is under that peculiar sort ol 
land tenure, known only to Malabar, and called Kanom tenure, 

‘There are various theories about the origin of the estate, and the one 
thatis genaially accepted is what is given in the Gazelteer of Malabar. “Phe 
family is sud to have acquired ils estate from Cheraman Perumal on his 
depaiture for Mecca. When the Nair arrived, so (he slory goes, Cheraman 
Perumal liad disbibuted all his territory except a block of twelve square 
milds in Nedunganad which no one wanted, beciiae it was reported ta be 
all rock, ‘The Nate accepted the tract and finding it to be not all rock gave 
it (he name Kavalappara or false rock." There are prools enough to show 
that the Chief in the old days was quile independent, Logan's Manual of 
the Malabar District says, “On the same day (12th July 1792) the Kava- 
lappara Nair acknowledged the Honourable Company's savercignty, and was 
installed in his tertitory for ene year. As, however, the Cachin Rajah had 
advanced his claim to the sovereignly over the Nair's territery, the Nair 
was further bound to abide by the decision of the Hon*ble Company in the 
matter. It may be added that the Nair shortly afterwards proved to the 
satisfactinn of the Couamissioners that he was really independent of the 
Cochin Rajah, and the decision was accordingly given m_ bis favour on 
this point," 

The Cochin State Manual says on the subject +" The chim to Kava* 
lappara, Temalapuram, and Vadamalpuram was decided against Cochin: 
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The Kavilappara Nair as such was generally an independent Chief, and 
was certainly so since 1760 when the Zamorin attacked him and was 
defeated by him wilh the Rajputs of Cochin and Wailuvanad, But he had 
other titles wad estates pas Ayyazhi Pala Nair ancl Vaeiakkum Nambidi, he 
undoubtedly was and stl is wider Cochin, and as Kanjur Pata Nair be 
was similarly nider the Zunorine’ Tn afoot note is given, * To compare 
amall things with great bis position was simi to that of the Norman 
Kings of England, who, as Dukes of Normiundy, were the vassals of 
Franee, while as Kings of England they were independent.” This 
clearly explains his position in the oll days Tie was as far as we can 
see inclined to be an adversary to the Zamorin, quite unlike most of 
the Chiefs in Urase paris, Te was in this ae doubt helped by the Rajah 
of Cochin and by the Maharajah of Trayvancare. Th illustration of it we 
may refer lo the fact that the residence of the Kavalanpara Nair, unlike 
those of the other Chiefs, is called a Kotfavam, which is the word used 
generally in Travancore. ‘The story goes that the Zamorin or kis people 
in those days made frequent raids and made it impossible for the Nair to 
have a permanent abades whereupon he appealed to the Maharajah of 
Travancore for help, ‘The Maharajah ofthe time gave him permission to 
erect 2 building and calli a Kottaram, to make it impossible for the 
Zanorin to destray it without insilling the Maharajah. ‘There are also 
certain observances that corroborate this story, and they are directly op- 
posed to those current in the parts where the Zamorin ruled, 

Tt will hardly serve any wood purpose lo give a complete list of the 
former Chials, but ilis saflicient lo say that most of them were great ubletes 
and some of them were distinguished tn the arts of oative medicine and 
surgery, One particular instance must be mentioned here as it has given 
the later Nairs of Kavalapparia few important privileges. It happened in an 
invasion made by one of the generals of Tippa Sultan, ‘The Nambudiri 
women round about were captared and shut up ina house hard by with 
the intention of foreing them to eat the sacred cow's’ flesh. Tortus 
ately at the time the Nair was touring about in one of his Ralams, The 
Nambudiri husbands of the women took scent of the abject of the 
general, and ran to.the Nair for help. Te therenpon hastened to his 
capital with his foll wers j and the general and his men were so frighlen- 
ed by the mere athletic forme and the sword dvicks of he Nair and his 
followers that they took to their heels to save their lives, The women 
were (hus saved from a crisis, nnd the Nambudiris gave the Nair and his 
descendants the particular privilege of having his meals with the Brahe 
mins, which is called Pardthibhojanan, Wherever a yaga is performed 
by @ Nambadiri of Kavappara, the Moopil Nair is requested ta be 
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present and heis appointed the protector of their holy tile. From that 
time no Moppalas were allawed fo settle inthe Walluvanad portion of his 
estale ; and if is still the case, 

The eldest member of the family is called the Moopil Nair, who is 
the proprietor of the estate, since the Maromakkathayamt rule of 
succession, whichis peculiar to the Malayalees, prevails also in this 
family. He receives a Malilhana of Rs. 4507-10-35 per annum from 
the Government of Madras, The second Nair is called Ulaya Nair, 

In 1872 the then Moopil Nair died, leaving a sickly girl of six years 
as the only remaining member of the family. The Court of Wards took 
over the management of the estate with ils heavy debts and adminis. 
tered it (ill Parvathi Neithyar allained her majority, She then expressed 
her wish thal the Court of Wards should continue its administration 
until her son came of age. Her wish was respected, But unfortunately 
her firstson who was then sludving at Calicut died of fever; and this, of 
course, lenglhened fhe period of the administration of the estate by 
theCourt, Parvathi Neithyar died in 190d, leaving three sons and lwo 
daughters. 

The present Moopil Nair, Sri Appukkutten Unni, also known as 
Karakat Kumaran Raman, who is just (wenty-six years of age, was in his 
carly days educated in the estate school at Kavalappara, But later on, in 
1900, he was taken to the Court of Wards institution, called Newington, at 
Madvas, where, in addition to his education, he had the good fortune of 
mingling with young men of equal and superior rank who ware also wards, 
After passing his Matriculation examination in 1900 asa 
private candidate, he joined the Madras Christian College and got 
through the F, A, Examination in 1908, Ne studied, for his By A, 
for a term but had to give up his college course so ag lo have 
the benefit of the one year’s training in’ estate management which, 
is generally given to all the wards leaving Newington. On the 1th 
August 1910, fhe estate was restored to him with a decent balance 
afler a period of thirty-eight years of beneficent management by the 
Court of Wards. It is the desire of the Moopil Nair to) keep up the 
efficient management as far as possible and do good to all whom 
Providence has placed under his charge, 


TUHAKOR UARPAL SINGI 
SPECIAL MAGISTRATHIS AND TALUKDAR OF SINGRAMAU 
((AUNPUR DISPRICT, U.P.) 


This nobleman belongs to the clan of Bais which owes ils origin to 
Rajah Salbahan Chhatvi, who, about nineteen centuries age, bad defeated 
‘Pawar (Rajal Vikramaditla), and mareicd his daughter. He proclaimed 
an era after his own name in supersession of the one bitherto called after 
the banished Chief, ‘The foundation of Sialkot and Muogipattan was also 
laid by hin about this tine, ‘Twenty generations afterwards, (here were 
born in the family Rajah Abhai Chand and) Prithi Chand, On a certain 
occasion, they went with a force to Sheorajpar in the atehpur District to 
lake a bath in the Ganges, when they liberated the wife of the Rajah of 
Argil, who was a captive in the bands of the Subahdar of Allahabad, 
Prithi Chand was killed in the battle (hal ensued. Rajah Abhai Chand, 
who excorted (he Rui to her husband, obtained Crom hin as reward his 
daughter in marriage with a burge estate as dowry. Ue then returned to 
Sheorajpur and, expelling the har Kapil, Coak possession of their Mage 
and the estate thus formed was called Baiswara (the estate of the 
dwentiedh descendaut of Rajah Salbahin), with Morarmaq as its head. 
quarters, The Rajah of Mararmau is sll respected by the Bais Chhat- 
tris as their head, ‘Phe descendants af Rajeb Alyhai Chand owned different 
estates in the several districts of (he United Provinces, : 

The tenth of the suecessors of Prithi Chand, Qalai Rai, while ona 
pilgrimige fo Piyag, obtained Singramau after killing: ils Chief, who had 
forced 4 Bralanin subject of bis to give away lis daughter in auciiage to 
him, Singramau then comprised eighty-four villages, “Pwo of his other 
brothers, Man Sah, and Gem Sal, expelled the Hhar Rajahs, and caustitu- 
fed two astates in (heir names, namely, Patra and Mansahi, in the Partih- 
garth District, whieh ave sli eld by their descendants as ordinary 
zumindari estates, ‘Che successors of Dalai Ral have retained their faunily 
uatom of succession ascarding fa lhe law of primogeniture, The tenth 

mM 
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Chief after Dalai Rai was Dokhant Rai, who bad four sens, of whom the 
youngest, Inder Rai, died without issue. Jaisakh Rai and Parsutam Rai, 
second and third sons, received maintenance allowance, while the eldest 
son, Bikram Singh, became the Chief. Bikram Singh had three sans, the 
eldest, Singh Jeo, succeeded to the gadi, Le was followed by his only 
son, Dammar Singh, who had four sons, of whon the eldest, Meher ban 
Singh, dying without heir, his second brother, Abdhul Singh, was raised to 
ihe gadi, 1 was during his {ime that the estate of Singraman, which was 
jn the province of the Nawab of Qudh, was eeded to the Kast India 
Company according to the treaties of 1771-5. ‘The Company made a 
permanent settlement with his nephew and sucecssor, Sangram Singh, in 
1775, Sangram Singh died in 1820, when he was succeeded by his eldest 
son, Gajraj Singh. Prithipal Singh, grandson of Dammar Singh, by his 
youngest gon, Lal Bahadur Singh, and the preal-grandfather af Thakur 
Harpal Singh, the subject of this sketch, claimed a partition of the esfale, 
On the 20th September 1882, the Court of Sadar Adalat Diwani, Allaha.’ 
bad, 1uled thal the Singramau estate was impailible and thal the special 
rule of descent by right of primogeniture had been observed from time 
immemorial, 

During Thakur Gajraj Singh's lime, there was an addition of four 
villages to the estate, On his death in 1858, he was succeeded by his 
elder son, Thakur Randheer Singh, and his younger son, ‘Thakur ‘4 
Jagernath Singh, received maintenance allowance, In| 1871 ‘Thakur 
Raghunath Singh, the brother of Thakur Gajraj Singh, claimed half the 
eslate and filed a suit, which was dismissed by the High Court of Allaha« 
bad on the dist January 1873, on the ground thal the talukdari was im. 
partible and that no claim for partilion could be made. In recognition of 
the loyal services rendered hy Thakur Randheer Singh, during the 
Mutiny of 1857, the title of Rai Bahadur was conferred on him, Thakur- 
Jagernath Singh, and his elder son, ‘Thakur Ruderpal Singh, predeceased 
Rai Randhir Singh Bahadur. As Thakur Sheopal Singh, the only nephew 
of Rai Randhir Singh Bahadur, was quite incompetent and incapable of 
managing the esfate,Rai Randhir Singh Bahadur executed a willin favour 
of his'junior wife, Thakurain Sanau Kunwar, for the entire estate, and for 
the continuance of the maintenance allowance to ‘Thakur Sheopal Singh, 
Rai Randhir Singh Bahadur died on the dth January 1895, when a liliga- 
tion as to the succession arose between ‘Thakur Sheopal Singh and Thaku- 
rain Sanau Kunwar for alleration of their names in the revenue courts, The 
Jalter was successful on the basis of the will of Rai Randhir Singh Bahadur, 
Thakur Sheopal Singh filed. civil suit in the Cout of the Subordinate 
Jadge, Jaunpur, alleging that the will of Rai Randhir Singh Bahadur was 
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invalid for want of adwinistrative and disposing capacity in him on ac 
count of lis extreme okt age, aud (hat Thaker Sheopal Singh was entitled 
to the gadi, under the special custom of succession in the family, The suit 
was compromised, ate Lhakurain Sanu Kunwar was allowed to remain in 
possession of (he estate without any power to transfer, aud Thakur Skeopal 
Singh (o receive a som of Rs, 12,0000 year, Thakur Sheopal Singh died on 
the 27h May 1890, when his wife, Thakurain Lekhraj Kunwar, sued Tha- 
kurain Sanau Nanwar for the arrears of allowance due to her husband and 
for the deelaration of her being a representative of her husband for the 
purpose of succession to the cslate. ‘The suit for the arrears was decreed 
and that in respect of the declaration dismissed, Appeal and 
cross-appeal were preferred by the parties to the High Court, During 
the pendency of the appeal, Thakuraiun Sanau Kunwar died on the 20th 
June 1904, whereupon applications for the untation of names were 
made by Thakurain Lekhraj Kunwar, Thaker Shamsher Bahadur Singh, 
"fhakue Uarpal Singh, and Thakurain Janki Kunwar, widow of Thakur 
Ruderpal Singh, On the 6th July (Od, the Revenue Court ordered the change 
of Thakur Harpal Singh's name according to (he rule of primogenituge in 
preference to his uncle, ‘Thakur Shamsher Babadur Singh, and the ladies 
mentioned abaya. Thakurain Lekhraj Kunwar began litigation in the 
Cowl ol the Suhardinue fudge of Jaunpur making he allegation that the 
estate was the sell-acquired property of ber husband, and that she was 
entided to itas his representative. ‘The Court of the first instance decreed 
the chun ‘Thakur Uarpal Singh preferred an appeal to the Ligh Court, 
which deeided that hy the custom of geddinashin and the right of primour 
geniture, Thakoe Warp Singh was enlitted to the estate, Thakur Lekhea) 
Kunwar appewlert against this devision to the Privy Council, which dis« 
inissuc the appeal on the gad November L011, and held that the estate 
»was impartible and that the jaw of primogeniture prevailed in the family, 

The estate maintains one mandir in Ajodlia jee and one Shiwala and 
achetra in Benares, ‘There are three muindirs, namely, Medakeli, Lachhued 
Narain, and Gouri Shankar, in Singiaman, and a dhearmashala is wtached 
lo cach Qanple A Sadaberd is also maintained in Singramau, There is 
an aided dispeasary in that dawn. A sum of about Rs. 3,300 is spent 
annually Cowards (he maintenuice of emples dnd charilable works, 

The present ‘Talukdar and Special Magistrate of Singraman is ‘Thakur 
Marpal Singh, born in Summeat Bikrami 1945 (1877). He is the son of Thakur 
Jaduoath Singh, and grandson of ‘Thakur Udit Narain Singh, and geal 
grandson of ‘Thakur Prithipal Singh, referred to above, “The estate now 
consists of ninely-lour villages. The kind revenne payable to Government 
is Rs, 26904, ‘The annual Nekasi of the talukelieri aunts (o Rs, 90,000, 
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SARDAR CAPTAIN GUNPUT RAO MALLURKER 
A, D.C. to H. A. THE MAHARAJAU 
SCINDIA Of GWALIOR 


The subject of this sketch is one of the most distinguished members 
of the aristocracy of Gwalior, ‘The first of the family to come into promi- 
nence was Bhikaji Mahurker, He was a Sardar in (he service of the 
Peshwwa, and, during the wars of those days, was severcly wounded al the 
batlle of Badami Fort, He had four sens, of whom the eldest, Sultan 
Rad Mahurker, proceeded to Upper-India with the great Mahdaji Scindia, 
and was engaged by Maharajah Mahdaji Scindia (o capture {he notorious 
Golain Kadir, In this grout strife one of the younger brothers of Sultan 
Rao was badly wounded. Alter the successful capture of Golam «Kadir, 
Maharajah Mahdaji Scindia went to Poona, and Sullan Rao was made a 
full Sardar. Sultan Rao also accompanied Maharajah Daulat Rao Scindia 
(the successor of the great Maharaja: Mahdaji) to Gwaliar, We was an 
unsellish person, and on his return to (he Decoan, willingly left his own 
Sardari in‘the hands of his younger brother, Sautaji, After some time, it 
pleased the Maharajah Daulat Rao Scindia to reea!) Sultan Rao from the 
Decean, and the latter managed by sheer dint of work a separale Nanhar 
{Te left a son, Jugdeo Rao, also called Baba Sahib Mahurker, 


" 


When H, Hf, the Maharajah Jayaji Rao Seindia Aleejah Bahadur came 
lu the throne, Jugdeo Rao Baba Mahurker was appointed preceplor and 
guardian to His Highness, at the suggestion of the British Government, 
and for the satisfactory services rendered in this capacity, pleasing alike to 
Scindia and the British, the title of Lat Salieb was conferred on him by 
the Maharajah, Jugdeo Rao was a contemporary of Rao Rajah Sir Dinkur 
Rao, and rendered meritorious service in the dark days of the Mutiny of 
1857-58. It was by his sagacious and timely advice supported by Rao 
Rajah Sir Dinkar Rao, and Baba Bulwant Rao Jinseewala, thal 0.0, the 
Maharajab Jayaji Rao Scindia remained fim and loyal when his 
(ruops rebelled, and sought Liilish protection in tue Agra fork 
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The confidence thatthe Dritish had in Baba Mahurker, who was koown 
to many ollicers in (he Biilish aemy, gained for the Maharajah admis: 
gion into the Agta forbat this time when the British could not be sure 
of the motives of (he Ruling Chiels. The treaty of Benares, dated the (2th 
December 1860, between the British and U0, the Maharajah Jayaji Rao 
Seindia Alrejah Bahadur, was arranged through the exertions of Baba 
Jugdeo Rao Maharker, Commander-in-Chief of Scindia’s army, and it was 
he who was deputed to siga the treaty on behalf of the Maharajah, 

The valuable services readered by Jugdeo Rao Mahurker to the 
British Government and UW. 1 the Mahatajah Scindia made the 
Goverment think it lit to confer on Baba Jugdeo Rao some 
villages us jaghirs in’ perpetuity to him, and his heirs, lineal or 
adopted, ‘The Maharajah signatised Baba Jugdeo Rao Mahurker's 
valuable services by the grant of Gyo jaghiis, Bhopawer in’ Malwa, 
and Arnia in’ Zilla Necmuch af the Gwalior tervitory, and also gat 
for him from the Grilish Government in jaghir the village of }Mahue 
(from which the fumily derives its name), Mahar ties in the Taluka of 
Porundher, Zilla Boonay and Verror Budrookh in the ‘Taluka of Sheogqon, 
Zilla Mumednagar, Both these villages are in tho Bombay Presidency, 
while the (hree others, Ramesra, Satwasa, and Nainpur, at present in 
Lalitpur, Jhansi Sub-Division, are in the North-Western Provinces, 
Besides these great emoluments in perpetuity, Baba Jogdeo Rao Mahuiker 
held the = olli¢e of Gonumindersin-Chief, styled" JunjieLat? This 
post was of the highest impoctinee in those days of unrestand trouble, 
The Maharajah Seiudia further showed his thorough appreciation of Baba 
Mahurker ty geting hin appointed a Pirst Class Sardar of the Decean, 
and Pateel Mokaduat, Strdesh snk, Inamdar and Jagbirdar, all rare honours 
in the Mahratti country, ‘To narrate even a part of the life of Jugdea Rao 
would be to record the pohtical history of the last reign whieh is beyond 
the scope of this sketch. Sulfise ilto say that Juydeo Rao continued to 
enjoy the high esteem of his royal sovereign, to (he end of his lily. The 
highest aspiration of tis tile was do geChis Wattun, Matar, as jaghie, in 
perpetuity, whieh basa charm forall spirited Mahrattas, and (is he 
succeeded in obtaining on the special recommendation of the Mahatajah 
Scindia, and Lord Canning, Viceroy of India Jugdea Rao Baba Sahib 
Mahurker dielon the tth January 1872, 

He had Uiree sons, Sallan Wao, Sautaji Rao, and Anand Rao, of 
Whom the uldest suceeded (o all his allusteious father’s estates and titles, 
Sautaji Rao was given in adoption, in’ the lifeetime of his father, 
to another house of the Malurker family, lor the sardari ot which he 
was getting a montaly allawance af Rs. 1,000 from the Gwalior Dutbar; 
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bul as he incurred the displeasure of Maharajah Jayaji Rao Scindia, his 
allowance was reduced to only one hundred rapes a nivoth, 

Sultan Rao (Apasahib Mahurker), for his approved service, obtained 
from Maharajah Jayaji Rao Scindm on the Uith June (852, a separate 
jaghir Kasba “ Parsen in’ perpetuity in the suburbs of Gwalior, under 
the grant of a sanad in his own name, His Highness had the rank of a 
First Class Sardar in the Deccan renewed {o him through the Bombay 
Government, who recommended him for the honour in the following 
words :-—" Sultan Rao Mahurker is equal in rank and position to. the 
Minister (Dewan) of Gwalior.” 

Sultan Rao Mahurker having been born on the 27th Seplember 1837 
was nearly thirty-six years old when he succeeded his father, Ee was a 
man of sterling worth, and il was in his time that the marriage of Maharajah 
Jayaji Rao Scindia with the daughler of Sardar Krishna Rao Bapusahib 
Jadho look place. Iwas celebrated in (871, at the gadbi of Sultan 
Rao’s jaghir Parsen, in Gird Gwalior, under a great hailstorm and heavy 
rain, It is worthy of note because il was by this wife's (now HW. A, the 
Dawager Maharani Sakhya Rajab Sahib Scindia) giving birth to a son, 
thal the lale Maharajah Jayaji Rao Scindia was succeeded by a lineal heir, 
the present ruler, Major-General HW, H.the Maharajah Madho Rao 
Scindia, while his fore fathers bad all succeeded by adoption to the 
throne of Gwalior, Sullan Rao's eldest son, Gunpul Rao Mahurker, was 
born on the 2ist July 1871, and the next, Krishna Rao, on the 
7th November 1875, Saltan -Rao.Mahurker gave his sons the best 
possible education, He died onthe {th May 1892, and, according 
{o ihe time-honored custom, hig elder son, Sardar Gunput Rao, then 
twenty-two years old, succeeded with full powers lo the entire estate, 
and to all moveable and immoveable properties. Gunpul Rao first began 
his studies under Thakur Ram Singh, M. A. and then under- 
several [uropean teachers, Later on he joined the St. Peter's 
College, Agra, but the fisishing touch lo his edneation was given 
under Colonel A, M. Crofts and Mr. J. WD. Johnstong, tutors to the 
present Maharajah of Gwalior, whose companion in studies Sardar 
Gunput Rao was, In the enlightened company of His Highness, the 
young Sardar became an expert in riding, shooting and other maaly sports, 
and won many cups in compelilions, He awakened suel keen interest 
in His Highness towards himself thal on the Dussera of 1802, he was 
honored with a Khilal of Sardaiin open duchar, Soon afterwards, his 
young sovereign gol him the first class Sardar from the British 
Government, and gave him all his hereclitary Jaghirs in Gwalior and in the 
Brilish territories, Sardar Gunput Rao sluod su much in the wood graces 
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of Uis Highness that he was farther honoared by being appointed | Naib- 
Dewan" of the royal household, called the  “Mahehima-Karkhanajat,” 
on the Sth October (807, By the orders of the same date, il alse pleased 
Hig Highness lo increase the Sardars income hy an additional monthly 
allowance of Rs.500 lor the Naib-Dewangitip. Moreover, be was appointed 
ViewPresident of a committee formed to compile the regulations of the 
Mahekma-Karkhanajl, under the special guidance of Tis Highness, and 
areguation has since then been printed by which each and every 
Karkhanadar, or any officer under the said department, has only to see it, 
and he knows perfectly what he has to do on a certain day of event or 
State function, Sardar Guupul Rao with Mis Uighness the Maha- 
rajah has had (he opportunity of attending the State Durbars held at Cal- 
eutta, during the regime of Lords [Elgin and Curzon, and the Delhi Darbar 
of 1803, (36 was also present many other State receptions of Ruling Chiefs, 
such asthe Maharajahls of Travancore, Bikanir, Barada, Dewas, Kolhapur, 

Jaipor, Dholpur, Dnttiah, Rampur, Indore, the Amirof Kabul, and many 
honourable and royal porsanages of purope. 

U. ROL the Grand Duke of Hesse especially was sv much pleased 
with Sardar Gunpat Ruy Mahurker (on a shooting lip), that he presented 
him with a good Manulicher rifle and a cup of silver and gold, marked with 
H.R. As initials and crown, and the year, 

“In response lo an invitation issued ta him, the Sardar atlended the 
Stale Durbar at Bombay held on the 10th November 1908, in honour of the 
first visit to India of Theiv Royal Oighnesses the Prince and Princess of 
Wales, Te had again the opportunily of Gusing part in the durbars, ban- 
quets, ate, got up when Their Rayal Tythnesses visited Gwalior, 

‘The Sardar is the first person who bas personally seen and made a 
careful tour of his hereditary estates of Mahur, Bhopawar, and Parsen. 
Their Highnesses the Maharaj ch and the Maharani have honoured the Sardar 
with their presence al his own house, on various occasions of marriage 
ceremonies, and State and: private banquets, [He bas also had the honour 
on many veeasions of receiving al his residence [is Highness the presen; 
Maharajah. 

As for the Sardar’s honoured privileges, he is allowed a palkhi, an eleph- 
ant, a horse decked with gold ornaments, Nishan, Lagis, Balanris, Bans, 
Dagedar, Hatkaras, a chowri, with a silver handle, a silver mace, an 
Abdepiti, and a gold-laged yellow-coloured umbrella, He is allowed on 
State occasions to enter the ceyal palace belaw the Nagarkhana Gales, 
sealed in his conveyance, and alights atthe royal slairease, Further, 
when any posted ar clea ot hanaue ig to be given according to eustam, 
the Sardar reevives a necklace, sirpect, and five purchas ov clothes of 
honour, all seven in number, which isthe sign of the hiydest and most 
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honourable regard, [Te also. reegives through a Aharile invitation from 
the British Government to alend the State durbarson the King-Kmperors 
birthday ind for other important functions, While holding the most import. 
ant charge of Naib-Dewan, Sardar Guopul Rav worked very salislactorily 
for some years, aller which it pleased Wis Highness to niake hin his 
Aid-de-Camp’on the 9th June (899, which noble position he still holds, 

Under His Highness's orders the Sardac has had (he opportunity of 
learning the work of Postmaster-General, and has seevived a good cerli- 
ficale for it from Rai Bahadar Danlat Rao, COLE, the then Postmaster 
—General at Gwalior, Moreover, by His Highness’s special orders Sardar 
Gunput Rao has also gained a good knowledge of tring and ammunition 
having been in charge of His Highness's private anmoury for ning years, 

The Sardar was allowed to undergo a training in military dvill, 
and was most graciously honoured by being made av honoray Captain 
on His Highness’s birthday, on the 7th November 110, 

Sardar Gunpul Rao Mahurker has two sons ind two daughiers, of 
whom Sultan Rao Bapusahib Mahurker, the eldest son and heir-apparent, 
was born on the 3rd July 1892, He is being educated at the Sardar 
School, Gwalior, The second son, Ramchender Rao Apasahih Mahurker, 
born on the 28th June 1804, is alfending the Vieloria College at Liashker, 
Gwalior, Sullan Rao Bapusahib was married on the [8th May 1910 
to a lady of the Sirke Raja family at Gwalior, Te is a promising young 
nobleman, an intrepid iider, and a good huntsman, Being a endet 
he had the honour of escorting ‘Their Royal Uighnesses the Prince 
and Princess of Wales, dung their first visit to Gwalior, on the 
20th December 1906, Himself and his younger brother, Ranichender 
Rao, who were invited to join in the Christnas festivities, held in 
honour of Their Royal THighnesses, were Iucky in securing presents 
and ptizes from the hands of {fer Royal Highness the Princess 
of Wales, now Queen Mary, impress of India. 

Al the invilation of the Government of Bombay, Sardar Gunput Rao 
Mahurker was present in Bombay to receive ‘Their Majesties, the King» 
Emperor and the Queen- impress, when they landed in Bombay to proceed 
to Delhi for their Coronation in December 111, 

Proviclence has lately fay outed Sullan Rao Bapu Sahib Mahurker with 
a son and heir, born on the 21st January UL, and Sardar Gunput Rao 
has been lucky, as is said in the Hindu Shastras, in having a grandson, 

Sardar Gunpul Rao Maharker has bad occasion lo thank [is Lighness 
for many things, bul most of all for the way* in which his legitimate 
inheritance was made over to him after hig’ father’s death, In fact 
all that the Sardar may hereafter become, will be due in the main to 
His Highness's personal solicitude for his welfare, ‘ 


SARDAR MADHO RAO SCINDIA 
OF GWALIOR 


The Sardar belongs to the culing family of Gwalior, The founder 
of the family was Chingoji, the great-grandfather of Maharajah Ranoji Rao 
Scindia, and the first of the family to come into prominence was the 
forefather of Kondaji, who was the great-grandfather of the subject of our 
sketch, Dis father, Ranoji Rao, had a brother named Muyatrae, After 
the death of Maharajah Danlaeao Seindia, his first widow, Rakhmalyai, 
adopted as her son, Mugatao, in 1827, ala Durbar, in the presence of all 
the State Sardars and the British Resident. [Te was installed on the gadi 
under the name of Mabaryal Jankoji Rao. 

Patloji Rao Scindia came from (ha Decean with Mugatrao Scindia, 
algo known as Maharajah Jaukoji Rao. The following were the villages 
and lands given te him by the granCofasanad, dated the 9th Moon of 
the month of Shaval Suma Arlasa Sacksil Myaten, for lands at Kanerkhed 
in the Talnga of Koregaon, Zilla Satara, and by the grantof four sanads, 
dated the Lith Moon of the month of Rabilakher in the year Arlasa Sacksil 
Myatan, for four villages, viz, Rui, Pimprigoli, Karanji and Bemora, 

: After the grant of these sanads, he left for the Deccan. Sometime 
after, Maharajah Jankoji Rao invited his father, Patloji Rao Scindia, to 
Courl, but when the Slate Minister, Krishna Rao Mama Sahib Kadam, 
heard of the invitation, he tuak sleps lo prevent him fram leaving the 
Decean and proceeding lo Gwalior. In spite of this, Patloji Rao Seindia 
reached Gwalior and saw Yeshwant Rao Bhaou Ginsiwala, Salutes were 
fived, and the Maharajah and the Resident were informed of his wrival, 
The State Minister's action in lrying tu prevent the visit was also made 
known, The Mitharajal was much displeased, and removed the families 
from Indore lo the palace al Gwalior, "The lille of Sardar was conferred 
upon Palloji Nao Scindia, who, besides, was given a necklace, slirpech 
a evar a palanquin, a horse, a chauri, a solebardar, a page, an ele 


phant, an amber, an wunbrella, an abdagir, a bhalday, agashia sardari, and 
: , a ? 
40 : 
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a drum, He was also given a personal allowance of Rs, 3,000 monthly, an 
allowance of Rs, 3,800 for his relatives, and a horse allowance of Rs, 1,500, 
The State still pays to his family all extra expenses, on eccasions such as 
marriages and other important ceremonies, Patloji Kao Scindia died in 
Samvat 1892, bul his mather aad his two widows cantinued ta draw the 
allowance, Maharajah Jankoji Rao Scindia died in January 1848, His 
great-grandfather, Appaji bin Mandaji Scindia’s son, Kederji, had 
a son named Hanmant Rao, whose son, Bhagirath Rao, was adopled by 
‘Tarabai, the widow of Jankoji Rao Maharajah. He was installed on the 
gadi, and assumed the name of Jayaji Rao Maharajah, 

Patloji Rao Scindia’s grandmother, Daryabai, requested Maharajah 
Jankoji Rao to allow her to adopt a son, The Maharajah having consented, 
Ranoji Rao was adopted in Samvat 1911, and the Sardarship continued 
as before, In Samvat 1912 the Maharajah was pleased to give 
Ranojt Rao a gold toda for hig turban, Al persons stood when he 
entered the Durbar, and he was also entitled to a seaton the ught 
of the Maharajah, He was given the full honours of the Sardaiship 
by the Maharajah, Jayaji Rao, on January 22nd, 1874 (Samval 1830) 
During the Mutiny of 1857 he was a Major in the body-guard of the 
late Maharajah Jayaji Rao Scindia, ‘Tantia Topee had already gained over 
the whole of Scindia’s army, so that the Maharajah bad no confidence ih 
the main body of his troops, but trusted only his own body-guard and 
was ready to despatch them against Lae mutineers, On the Ist of June 
the body-guard was attacked by the mulineers, They resisted the attack 
bravely, but not without loss, The Maharajah (hen seat his body-guard to 
Agra, On the return of Ranoji Rao to Gwalior, the mutineers fired on 
him, buthe escaped unhurt, He finally arrived at Agra after various 
difficulties, having had to take great precaution against being 1ccognized 
by the mutineers, who were trying their best to capture him alive, 
While on his way to Agra, he was opposed by a smal! gang of rebellions 
villagers, but though unarmed, he managed to escape, On reaching Agra he 
saw the Maharajah and told him of all that had happened, The Maharajah 
was escorted to Gwalior by an English cavalry, and when he arrived 
at Morar, ‘he found Gwalior sti!l occupied by the mutineers. They 
‘soon left, however, and the Maharajah was placed in possession of 
his capital by the English, 

Ranoji Rao Scindia, on reaching home, found that his family had 
‘removed to the house of one of his relatives, as they were loft 
unprotected and the mutineers harassed them during his absence, The 
muttineers had atlacked his house and carried off all that they could lay 
their hands upon. 
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After the restoration of peace in Samvat 1917, the Government of 
India rewarded all who had been loyal, A Durbar was held by the late 
Maharajah Jayayi Rao Scindia, and Banoji Rao was granted two villages 
in the Province of Amjheca, which are still enjoyed by his sons, He also 
held a certificate for his distinguished loyalty during tho Mutiny, In 
Samvat 1918 the Iénglish handed over the Province of Neemuch to 
Scindia in exchange for territories in the Decean. Some of the Jaghirdars 
prolested against the exchange for fear of losing their villages, but the 
Maharajah promised that they would be given villages in the State to 
compensate them for those given up in the Deccan, and the Government 
allowed the Deccan villages (o be held on Istimirart tenure, 


Since Samvat 1912 Ranoji Rao had been‘a Major of the body-guard. 
He used to be pliced, occasionally, in charge of the State 
administration during the absenee of Maharajah Jayaji Rao on tour or 
elsewhere. He wasat one time in charge of the Military Department, 
and he was also a Commanding Officer as well as Adjutant-General in 
Scindiws Army. The following are the particulars of the Durbars held 
by the Government of India and allended by the Maharajah Scindia and 
Ranoji Rao Kaka Sahib Scindia, 


The Governor-General held a Darbar at Agra in November 
. 1889, at the end af the Mutiny, when Ranoji Rao was presented with a 
military uniform,"{a necklace, and a shérpech, Te was present at the 
Durbar of 1878, held in Caloulta in honour of the visit of the Prince 
of Wales. In December 1876, Lord Lytton held a Durbar at Delhi 
and presented Ranoji Rao with the Kesar-i-flind Silver Medal, Heo 
attended avery Durbar at Caleutta with Hisi"Elighness the Maharajah 
Scindia. 


He left behind bim five sons, the eldest of whom, Madha Rao 
Scindia, was a Caplain in Gwalior 8rd Lancers and has since retired 
on pension, The second,a Naib Bakshi in Silehdari Irregular force, 
passed away in 1913, The third is attached {to the Sar Suba’s office 
at Ujjain. The fourth is in charge of the State Museum, The fifth, 
Ganpat Rao Scindia, who had been carefully brought up under the 
watchful eye of his father, was put in a High School before he 
attended the Sardar’s School, In the latter he spent seven years, during 
which period he was trained in drill, and in various branches of 
education. Wewas much liked by his tutors, and he always stood first 

© orsecond in his class, Ee took a keen interest in out-door games and 
’ gained the first prize in {he Tennis Tournament got up by Mr, Taylor, 
. the late Chief Engineer of the Gwalior State, 
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In the Administration Report of the Gwalior Slate for 1908-4, the 
Inspector-General of Education remarked that His Highness's first Elocu- 
tion prize was won the previous year by Sardar Ganpat Rao Scindia, Then 
he was put in the Land Records Department, where for nearly three 
years he was given a training in different branches pertaining to that 
Department and was afterwards appointed Assistant Director, which 
office he held for several years, He has becn Depuly Director for over a 
year, 


Sardar Ranoji Rao Scindia died in 1909 at the good old age of 
seventy-eight. He wag a man of a deeply religious spirll, who devated hig 
old age, after his retirement from public life, to religion, and visiled all 
the sacred places in India, 


He was succeeded by his eldest son, Madho Rao Scindia 


RAL BAHADUR SETH JIWANDASS 
OF JUBBULPORIE 


The family of Rai Bahadur Seth Jiwandass migrated from Jaisalmere, 
in Rajputana, in or about the eighteenth century and settled in 
Jubbulpore, At the cession of Jubbulpore to the British Crown in 1817, 
they were in possession of some landed property and were carrying on a 
banking business, In 1828 the Firm was described as the most opulent 
in Jubbulpore, Mention is made of the family by Major W, TT, Sleeman 
in hig Rambles ana Recollections of au Indian Officer. 

“Daring the Mutiny of 1857 Khusalchand Seth not only assisted 
under the orders of the then Government in apprehending the rebels but 
also proved his loyally in the only other way he could, by not only 
advancing money for Government purposes, but by furnishing supplies 
for a column under Major Erskine in the field in the height of the rains 
of 1857, when none could otherwise have been obtained, 

He also advanced money for the purchase of Cavalry horses when no 
one else would lend”, 

The following is an extract from W. Forbes Mitchell's Reminiscences of 
1857 pe Ble aelvanced large sums of money for the purchase of bnllocks, 
elephants and camels, thas enabling the authorities to find transport for 
the several columna advancing for the relief of Lucknow and eventually 
to equip a siege train of the Naval Brigade under Captain Sir William 
Peel advancing for the relief of Lucknow,” 

Of his expertence at Jubbulporeat the time of the Mutiny, the Jate Sur- 

-geon Major-General W. R, Rice, M. D,, the then Civil Surgeon, wrote 

Yn the darkest period of the great Indian Rebellion of 1857, when our 
local treasuries had been plundered and the few that had been saved of 
any of their contents were unable to help the headquarters’ Treasury at 
Jubbulpore then much in need of cash to fitoul a sweeping Military expedi- 
tion which esgayed to open the country between this and Damoh and Saugor 
(which was in a state of complele anarchy), Seth MKhusalchand with 
conspicuous loyalty and trust came forward and gave Major Erskine, 
the Commissioner for the time being, a loan of three lalshs of rupees on his 
simple nole ef hand. In those days Civil and Military offivers had to 
accept the greater parl of their pay in paper money printed in the local 
Jail on the authority of (he Commissioner, 

This Currency had to be madea “ Forced one” in the Bazaars, 
It can be easily understood what a relief this timely loan was to the 
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officers above referred to. I myself was one of them, and wrile from 
personal knowledge and experience.” 

For his loyalty and for services rendered during the Mutiny, Seth 
Khusalchand received a gold badge and belt and a sanad from Govern. 
ment,and was granted a personal interview with Lord William Bentinck, © 
the first Governor-General who visited Jubbulpore, 

Seth Khusalchand dicd in 1865 and was succeeded by his son, Gokul. 
dass, The Local Administration presented him with a turban as a mark 
of esteem and a token of his succession as head of the {amily and caste, 

Gokuldasshad not forgotten the traditions of his family, He was 
always actively loyaland an unqualified supporter of the Local Civil 
Government and of the British Crown, His munificent benefactions 
were household words in these provinces, He commenced his career by 
offering a large sum of money for the improvement of Hanoomantal, a 
tank which at that time supplied the cily of Jubbulpore wilh water. He 
then built a Town Hall in the city of Jubbulpore in memory of his father, 
He subsequently built another Town Hall to commentorate the Jubilee of 
Her Most Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria, Empress of India, He 
repurchased the original Town Hall presented by him in memory of hig 
father and converted it into the Lady Elgin Hospital, which was opened 
by Lord Elgin on his visit to Jubbuipore. In 1881 he advanced several 
lakhs to the Jubbulpore Municipality—same of the money was given 
gratis, and the rest advanced at low rates of interest wilh ausy terme 
of repayment—thus enabling he Municipality to construct one of the 
finest water-works in India, 

Sir C. Crosthwaite, in his speech in 1885, said t—~ J find Jubbulpore 
much improved owing to the fine supply of water which is now carried to 
every part of the station and town, and J accept with pleasure your thanks 
for the small part which took in carrying oul the works which give that, 
supply. With your leave, however, and on your behalf I will convey these 
thanks, first of all to Rai Bahadur Seth Gokuldass without whose 
aid this noble undertaking could not have been,even begun, etc, eto," 

Again, at the Darbar held at Jubbulpore on the 17th February 1887, 
he spoke as follows: “The liberality of Rai Bahadur Gokuldass is an 
ordinary matter of comment ata Jubbulpore Durbar”, 

Once more in 1889 when the Honourable R. J, Crosthwaite intro- 
duced the Central Provinces Municipal Bill in the Council, he referred 
to the liberality of Rajah Gokuldass in these terms t— 

“The town of Nagpur has for some years been supplied with water 
from a large reservoir, and recently owing to the great liberality of Rajah 
Gokuldass Rai Bahadur, ihe Municipality of Jubbulpore has also been 
enabled to constryct a reservoir,” « 
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Vor his loyal offer of assistance during the Kalahandi rebellion of 
4882, and the Russian seare of 1885, he recvived the thanks of both the 
Local Administiation and the Governor-General. 

He was a Life Member of the Countess of Dufferin Fund, and a 
Member of the Central Committee of (he Imperial Institute, 

During the famine he not only cslablished a pour house in the city 
of Jubbulpore bul spent large sums of money in distributing grain and 
cloth to his tenantry in his numerous estates, 

He early foresaw the decay and decline of the old landed nobility 
of India and advanced large sums of money at low rates of interest to the 
Court of Wards through the Administration, to enable indebled land~ 
halders {o recover themselves and save their ancestral homes from going 
to the hammer. Aga loyal subject he was not only exempted from the 
Anus Act butidso fiom personal appearance in the Civil Court, He 
had the true loyal Swedeshi spirit in improving Indian industries, as 
instanced by the Mills of Jubbulpore whieh bear his name, the Perfect 
Pottery Works and numerous factories scattered over the Provinces, 
tre would, huwever, have nothing todo with Swadeshi in the sense 
jin which it was then understood, 1 was largely due to his own 
personal exiumple and his unswerving loyalty that Jubbulpore never 
witnessed any pseudo-Swadeshi movesuent and disloyalty, 

His bencfactions, donations, contributions, and remissions of tenants’ 
debts during his life-time aggregated lo over six lakhs, ‘fhese are not 
confined to (the Central Provinces alone, but embrace other parts of 
India, ; 

He rose step by slep from Rao Sahib to Rai Bahadur, and the 
title of Raja was conferred at last, Ho died in 1908. 

The local Administration, in recognition of his services and liberalily, 
built, at considerable public expense, a Dharimasala near the Railway 
Station to commemorate hig memory, This Dharmasula is for all classes 
and creeds, and at the expreas solicitation of the aumerous friends and 
admirers of the late Rajah a life-size statue of the Rajah is being arranged 
for by his son to be erected in the centre of the courtyard, 

Gokuldass was succeeded by his only son, Rai Bahadur Seth Jiwan- 
dasa, ag head of the family, The latter is closely following the traditions 
af the family and does not lag behind his ancestors in hig munilicence, 
His donations and remissions of debts during these few years as head 
of the family have already amounted to nearly Rs, 11,60,000, 

» On the Coronation Day in 191. he showed his unswerving loyalty to 
the British Crown by éntertaining all the LMuropean children of the 
. station including the Regimental children to a Grand Fete and Tea in 
® his residence in the Civil Station, 


e% * 


SETH SHYAMDAS 
RAIS AND DURBARI, BENARES 
(UNITED PROVINCIS) 


The well-known fiim of Seth Madhoban Das Dwarka Das is a long. 
standing one in Benares, the proprictors of which have been noted for 
integtily, honesty, and loyalty to the British Government, The family had 
migraled from Ahmedabad aboul two centuries ago. The present head 
of the firm is Seth Shyamdas, a Durbari, and aman of great intelligence and 
tact. Three of his predecessors also enjoyed the honour of being Durbarees, 
His gand unele, Seth Dwaika Das, rendered meritorious service to the 
Brilish Government by carrying out and completing the work ef 
®ossment and realization of the fax on the income and ptofils of the 
Bliss es city, for which he was highly praised by Mr. ‘T, Gubbing, then 
O' FCP state of the District, and was granted a Parwana, His father, Seth 
finest ins, was one of the ablesl and most illustrious persons in Kasi, He 
ues member of the Municipal Board and proved most useful to the 

overnment in selecting specimens of the local manufactures for the 
Calcutta Exhibition, He built a big dharmeasala in the heart of the town, 
His uncle and immediate predecessos, Seth Balkishen Das, was famous for 
his chatity and kind-heattedness, Mr, W. M, I. Lumsdon, the Commis. 
sioner of the Division, in his letler, dated the 13th July 1892, slated that 
Seth Balkishen Das bore a high character and was a man of influence and 
position, and that he believed him to be thotoughly loyal and a wells 
wisher of the British Government. He erected a choullry on the Panch- 
kosi Road for the use of the public, 

Seth Shyam Das, with his younger brocher, Seth Mathwa Das, is 
walking in the footsteps of his worthy ancestors) He is exempted from 
the operations of the Arms Act wilh reference to certain weapons. Mn 
D.C, Bailie, Member of the Board of Revenue, United Provinces, writes in 
one of his letters that Seth Shyam Das is an intelligent Rais, and is an active 
and clear-headed man, whose opinion is of value, and who always assista 
in public business) Mr. D, H, Radioe, Magistrate and Collector, Benares? 
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in his letter, daled the 7th July 1908, says that Seth Shyamdas is 
thoronghly loyal and will always give any assistance that 1s required. As 
the officer was of opinion that Seth Shyam Das was a sensible 
business-like man, he commended him to the favourable notice of 
his successors, [In 1907, owing lo a misunderstanding between the 
Manager and the Bias of the famous fair of Ram Sela at Chitra Kot in 
Benarey, Seth Shyam Das, with other Raises, was entrusted with its manae 
gement by the local anthorities, ‘The fair having passed away without the 
least disturbance, Mr, Radice sent him a letler of thanks for the services 
rendered by him in connection with il, 

There is also a branch of the firm at Calcutta bearing the same desig- 
nation, Seth Shyam Das owns many villages and pays to the Government 
an annual pesheush of about 40,000 rupees. He is very popular among 
the Mahomedans and the Hindus, and Government officials hold him in 


great esteem, 
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“8 BANGARU MU aU VENKATAPPA. NAYANT VARU.” 
” ZAMINDAR OF BANGARI PALIEM : 


The Zamindar of Bangaripaliem, din the Chittoor: District, Madras 
Presidency, belongs to'a ‘very aicient house Which ‘played a ‘prominent 
part inthe past history’ of tie'country, ‘The fimily {races its descent from 
thé'lunar'race (Palaya-culapatta badras) of the ancient Aihdu ‘kings, 
They emigrated from Hastinapura or Delhiand settled down at -Srisailam 
in Southern’ India long long ago. Unable to bear the - ill-treatment of 
the Nawab.of Kurnool, they: removed {themselves to Vijayanagar: which 
was thén under ihe sway of Hari Hara Rayalu, A member of the family, 
‘Agai Thimmappa Nayani Varu,. distinguished himself greatly in -the 
service of the King of Vijayanagar, in the early part of the fourteenth | 
“eetitarys: He received many: presents from the King for having success. 
fully ¢epulsed an’ attack on. Vijayanagar by. a descendant . of Oragunti 

Pritaparudia, Later on, the same. Thimmappa Nayani Varu was made 
‘the Polegar’ of Pyaracuroo, Ethurugonda. and Gudipali, For ‘three 
‘Butidted aiid twenty-five. years, he and his successors, Aggi Thimimappa’ 
: Nayani Varu, Akkappa Nayani Varu, Thavi, Nayani'Varu, Papa Nayani 
‘Vatu alas’ Venkatappa Nayani. .Varu, Veerappa. Nayani> Varu,. rand | 
Errappa Nayani Varu,. enjoyed the Poliem in succession, Onevol’ the 
later: Polegars, Venkalappa Nayani Varu, had a further grant of four 
. wWillages,’ Kalisapakam, Poloor, Arani and Palnata Agarain, with mumerous 
“presents and: hondurs,. namely (1) Venkini Narayavunki, (2). Kalikithural, 
« (8), Simhathalatam, (4) Cherapencha (jewels ta be “warn onthe turban of 
“a king) ffom the.’ ‘King ‘of., Vijayanagar, for having routed * and. killed in 
“battle, Rayalu, the Chief of the Odra country, wholaid siege to Chattdra- 
sgirl, ; Once:more in 1653, Annappa Nayani Varu obtaindd: the Perakut 
Taluk as jaghir, for similar services. ‘he Moghuls invaded (he country 
about-this time, and forced the Polegar to pay a’ tribute of 8,125 
pallipatu.varaha,. or about Rs, 10,000 of modern money, The tile of 
Raja Bahadur was conferred on-one of the Polegars, Bangaru Nayanl « 
Varu,.for help: rendered inthe early part of the eighteenth century to 
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Nawab Sadatalla Khan, the Moghul Deputy in the Carnatic, and ances« 
tor of the Ialer Nawab of Atcol, against Jai Singh, the well-known Chief 
of Chenjee fort, whose exploits are sung in ballads even to this day all over 
the Tamil eou.try. Targe grants were given lo Bangaru Nayani Vara in 
the Chittoor District, and it was this Polegar who founded Bangaripaliem, 
the present head-quarters of the zamindari, After Bangaru Nayani Varu, 
came in succession Venkalappa Nayani Varu, Virappa Nayani Vatu, Chan- 
drasekhava Nayiani Vara, Venkata Virappa Nayani Varu and Chandra. 
sekhara Nayani Varu, 

The East India Cumpany confiscated the zamin in 1804, and paid a 
monthly allowance to the Zamindar, Pedda Ramappa Nayani Varu, one 
of the sons af Chandrasekbara Nayani Varu, But it was restored to his 
gon, Ramadasappa Nayani Varu, who continued in possession of the 
estate till 1806. Me was much respected by the Government and the 
people, and commanded yreat influence in his time, He did a great deal 
toimprove (he zamin, His younger son by his third wife, Subbamma 
Garu, was Clandrasekhara Nayani Varu, who then became the Zamindar, 
but the family was involved ina big law-suit, as Seshamma Nayani Varu 
alias Seshachalapathi Rajulungaru, the elder son by the fourth wife, 
Vonkalamma Guru, a niume changed in the latter part of hig life with the 
permission of the Government, claimed the property as the senior, and 
Rally obtained a clecres in his favour from the Privy Council in 1880, 
One of his stepbrothers, Sivaramappa Dasa Nayaui Vaiu, wanted to effect 
apartition of the estate, but (his was refused by the government as the 
zamindari is an imparlible one, succession being according to the law of 
primogenilure, On the death of Seshachalapathi Rajulungara in 1908, 
his uterine brother, Sri Venkatappa Nayani Varu, the present Zamindar, 
came in possession of this ancieul estate, 

.* ‘The fanily occupies a mast important place in the social economy of 
the country. [lis known for ils great acts of charly, There isa large 
choultry maintained by it affording food and lodging to hundreds of 
pilgrims even to-day, on their way to ‘Tirupathi (Balaji), Bentres; 
Rameswaram, and other sacred places, A lower secondary school: is 
maintained al Chittoor ; several water-sheds are annually openéd by 
the Zamindar in the hot season—a favourile form of charity in South 
India, 

, One of the most interesting places in the eamindari is 
Mogili, a village at the foot of the Palmanair Ghauls, which 
Was orice prosperous settlement of merchants of Linga Batija sect, 
The chief interest about it is the temple dedicated lo Siva, lo which the 


following mysterious and mythical oigin is ascribed, 
4 
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Originally (he surrounding country was a settlement of shepherds, 
and one of them, Moagilappa, found a cow from his herd missing every 
day, He wanted to trace her, and one day he followed her as she was 
running away. He saw her enter a cave across a pool of water in the 
summit ofa mountain, Holding the tail be p wsed through the cave which 
led to a golden mantapaim (a pavilion wilh golden pillars), Here, to his 
astonishment, he found the goddess, Parvathi, appear and milk the cow. 
Being asked by the goddess, Moagilappa explained to her that be wanted 
to find out ihe cause of the cow’s systematic disappearance. The goddess 
declined to give out anything regarding the cow, but offered him the choice 
of asking for any other favour he wanted, The simple man begged for food, 
Immediately he had before hima sumptuons feast, of which he partook to 
his heart’s content. The goddess then told him that lie could have the 
treal whenever he liked, but enjoined on him that he should keep the 
matter a profound seerel as he ran the risk of his head being broken into 
thousands of pieces. He was asked (o close his eyes, and he immediately 
found himself transported to where his cattle were grazing, The shepherd 
then gave up ealing in his house, and with the splendid repast he 
had every day at the shrine of Parvathi, he improved in appearance and 
health, His wife repeatedly questioned him about il, and he gave 
out the truth lo her one day. Immediately bis head split ilself into pieces, 
and he died. His wife committed saff with him, On the northern side 
of the cave, at a distance of four miles from it, was a small fount conlain- 
ing a stone in the middle of i. The stone prevented the cows from freely 
drinking of it. 1t was removed by Moagilappa but it reappeared, again and 
again as if was removed. In great anger he hit it hard wilh an axe 
in Ins hand and found, to his astonishment, the stone bleeding. 
He placed it in the’ midst of a bush of moghili herbs hard by and 
worshipped itas Siva with great regard, Afler a time, some pepper 
merchants halted near the spring to cook their meal As they were 

“cooking, the god Siva appeared before themin the guise of an old 
Brahmin, and begged them for some pepper to apply. to an axe-wound 
on the forehead, The merchants pretended that the bags contained only 
cholant, and when they reached their destination (Madras) and opened 
the bags, they found, to their surprise, the contents to be mere cholam, 
They then found out their mistake and vowed to the god Siva that if the 
cholam were again converled into pepper, they would devote half the 
proceeds to the building up ofa temple dedicated to Siva at the place 
where they met the old Brahmin beggar. They found the cholam again 
transformed into pepper. ‘They realised large profits from its sale, but 
merchant-wise they were unwilling (0 waste the moncy on the temple 
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The bullock carrying their money, however, strayed unobserved to the 
fount where the lemple was fa be put up. Afler a close search they found 
the bullock lyiag down in the midst of moghilé shrub in front of thestone 
bi by Mowgilappa with his axe, and (hey (hen repented their folly and 
fulfilled the vow. ‘They also converted the spring into a well, which 
turned out to be a perennial artesian stream, the waters of which now Mow 
through the mouth of aballock made of slone, the favourile rahanain 
(riding aniinal) of ged Siva, ‘This story which is current among, and 
believed in by, the people to this day explains the origin of the temple, 
which continues (o be a favourite place of pilgrimage, 

The present aamindar is a venerable old gentleman, who is much 
respected by his tenants and by every one (hat comes in contact with him, 
He has always (he good of his ryols at heart, and keeps up the family 
traditions of charity and benevolence, In the management of his zamin- 
dati, and in all bis acts of charily, he has the co-operation and help of his 
younger brother, Mr. B, Muthu) Ramappa Nayani Varu, who is 
well up in’ Tugtlish, and las passed (he Malriculalion and Special 
Test Examinations, The Zamaindar has four sons and three daughters ; 
the eldest son helps the father andthe uncle in the management of the 
estate. 

The titles conferred on the ancestors of the Zamindar are-~-—Sahib 
Muapuck Mehrbandostin Sreoman Maha Nayanka Charia Maha Raja 
Rajestri Rajah Bahadur, 


“SRI L. :/KUMARAMUTHU VENCADATHIRI NAYAKKAR 
AVERGAL are cr 
ZAMINDAR OF IDALYAKOYTAI 


The Zawnindar of, Idaiyakottai in the Palni Taluq: of the Maduri 
Dislrict claims descent from a very old family of warriors. belonging ic 
Errakuddi Vallakavar of Raja Kainbala caste (2rrasainagar in Vijayanagar 
who.had distinguished themselves under the ancient Kings of the Carnatic, 
When Viswanadha Naick was installed as (he Ruler of the Pandyar 
Kingdom in the middle of the fifteenth century, a distinguished ancestoi 
of the Zamindar, Vallala Mackaya Nayakkar, was. the commandant of ¢ 
large geclion of his army, As was the custom in {hose days, the Nayak 
king permitted his General to colonise uninhabited tracts by clearing 
judgles and bringing waslo land under. cultivation, It was in this Way 
that the Idaiyakottai estate came into cxistence about 1434 A. D, Vallala 
Mackaya: Nayakkar continued to be in charge of the estate for over a 
quarter of a century, and. was succeeded by his son, ‘heppaiya Nayalkar, 
Under him and his successors, Errathamma Nayakkar and Muthu Verka- 
dathiri Nayakkar, and Lakshmipathi Nayakkar, his son, grandson and 
great-grandson respectively, many improvements were effected in the 
astate, A temple was built and dedicated lo Thirivengadanada Perumal ata 
arge cost ; an anicut was pulup across the Nankanji river, Channels were 
apened, ‘wells and tanks were sunk, large tracts of dry lands were converts 
xd into wet lands,-and the estate was greatly improved in.every way,. It is 
roteworthy that the family has always been -known for: its piety, all the 
oligars having been most god-fearing and virtuous, On the whole, dur 
ng the first five generations of the family, the estate was built yp and 
improved i in-many ways, and it was constituted into a well-ordered pringi- 
iying an annual tribute of one thousand pons. to’ the: Carnatic 
i hilater on was reduced, as a mark of honour-and reward -for 
ood service, to thirty-ond pons, 
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Hard tunes, however, were in store for the palayam, when the whole 
of the Carnatic was reat by wars and feuds. Under Tippu and Hyder, 
the Mysoreans allacked these parts and annexed (he tracls, and 
Nawab Mur Sahib was left in charge of Dindigul, in whom the direct 
management of (he surrounding palayams was vested. ‘The Nawab, how. 
ever, proceeded lo levy a naairana of five thousand rupees which the 
Poligar was unable to meat. With considerable difficulty the amount 
was paid out in two years, and the Idaryakottai Poligar, Muthu Vencada- 
thiri Nayakkar, became the friend and atlache of the Nawab, Tho 
Poligar was requested (0 assist in levying rents from the other poligars in 
arrears, especially the one at Virupakshi, who was attacked by Muthu 
Venkadathiri Nayaklar and lus army, and forced to flee the country, 
Tippu Sultan, who was jnst then camping in those parts, was mightily 
pleased with the valow and beating of the Idaiyakotlai Poligar, became 
much interested in him, and recommended him fo the special care and 
confidence of Nawab Mir Sahib, He wasalso given in appreciation of 
his services, valuable presents and marks of honour (Viruthy) ; and larga 
additions were made {to his eslate, the tribute payable being fixed at 2,173 

_ pos, Afler the fall of the Mysore family, the tracts came under the sway 
of the Kast India Company. ‘They were hard and unsettled days, and not 
much could be got from the Palayam. Muthu Malyandi Meenatchi 
Nayakkar, who was then the Poligat, represented matters to the Collector, 
and got hia tribute reduced to sixly one rupees, Some yeats later, when 
Mr. Tatdis was Collector, the estate was confiscated for arears of 
revenue, with a monthly allowance for the Poligar, Bul later on the 
estate wag restured to Lakshmupathi Nayakkar, the senior representative 
of the family, by the Collector, Mr. Farris, and the peishcush was setlled 
al 4,973 pagodas, ‘The Poligars experienced great difficulty in collecting 

_ rents in those hard limes, and the arrears of peishcugh accumulated in 
large sums, In (823 again the Government confiscated the estate and 
retained it for over gixteen years, and in 1839 restored it to the brothers, 
Lakshmipatht Nayakkar and Kumara Chinnaina Nayakkar, The 
permanent Sevcd-I-AMilkiet Istimirar was finally granted in 1871 to the 
then Poligar, Muthu Venkadathiri Nayakkar, Soon after, he was 

. succeeded by his son, the late Zamindar, who managed the estaie uhtil 
his death in 1902, 

He left behind hima minor son, Kumara Muthu Venkadathiri Nayakkar, 

; andthe estale was managed by the Court of Wards. Special attention was 

. pald to the zamindar's education and training, both at Palni and Maduia, 

» Wider proper guardians and tutors, He progressed well in his studies 

Obtaining several’ prizes in his classes both for efficiency and good 
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conducl. He came into possess‘on of his estate in 1909, During his min. 
orily all the debls were cleared, a new agmoish survey was mady, and several 
salutary reforms were introduced, Just before entering on the manage- 
ment of the Palayam,he, with a view to form ihe usual family connection, 
martied the daughter of the Kadavoor Zamindar in the Trichinopoly 
District in August 1909. 

The young zamindar is of an extremely religious disposition, and 
takes greal interest in the welfae of his tenants, He hasan industrial 
turn of mind, He has a great taste for photography. He carefully looks 
to the improvement of (he zamin. He is well educated and realizes the 
responsibilities of his high position, He devotes much of his time to 
demonstrating to the agricultaral public the advantage of adopting the 
improved agricultural methods, He has evinced a marked progress in 
the construction of an urigation channel asa feeder to the Pudukkulam 
and has recently maintained a regular patk of his own for agricultural 
demonstrations and exhibitions. He is very loyal, and he celebrated the 
Delhi Durbar day ona grand scale to impress upon the people the 
benefits of the British administration and lo bring home to them the 
greatness of the British Empire, He ably manages the estale continuing 
the system of the Court of Wards, being assisted by Mr. C, Somasun- 
daram Pillai, son of the late Mr, V, Chockalingam Pillai, retired Police 
Inspector, who ‘was once his guardian, Under their management the 
zamin bids fair to have a prosperous fulure, 


BHATYA RAJ KISHORE DEO 
ZAMINDAR OF NAGARUNTARI 


Thiy family is a branch of that of Sonepura of the Surajbansi dynasty, 
Sonepura has had fifty-six Rajahs. In the reign of the fifty-sixth Rajah, 
the Utle of Rajah was withdrawn in consequence of some complications 
during the Mutiny of 1837, 

The Untari family became separated from the Sonepura or parent 
branch during tho reign of Rajah Raghonath Singh, the forty-fifth ruler, 
The cause of separation was briefly as follows }~Prassanno Rai Singh, the 
forty-fourth Rajah of Sonepura, had two sons, the eldor of whom was 
Utter Rai and the younger, Raghonath Singh, When Rajah Prassanno Rai 
died, Uller Rai was absent from home on a pilgrimage, and in conse+ 
quence of (his {he younger brother, Raghonath Singh, was placed on the 
dadi and recognized as Rajah, Subsequently Utter Rai returned, but as 
it was too late then and as he could not depose his younger brother, he 
was granted the Deonkara estale comprising ninety-sevon villages situated 
in Tappah Rampore in Pergannah Belonjah (now in the Palamau District) 
for his maintenance and was slyled Bhaiya (Brothar), 

Unrudh Rai, the third Bhaiya, under orders of the Emperor of Delhi, 
subjugated Tuppsh Untarl because of the contumacy of Rudra Sahi, 
its then Rajah, After subjugation the Tuppals was granted as a rent~ 
free jagiv by the Emperor to the vaid Bhaiya Unrudh Rai, in Fasli 1069, 

Narhar, tha fourth Bhaiya, was in groal favour at the Court of Delhi 
on account of his magnificent physique and his almost superhumatt 
strength, and he was therefore granted the title of Deo in Fasli 1077, 
Hertceforth these Chiefs have borne the style of Bhaiya Deo, 

On the Bist August 1797, the British Government confirmed to 
Bhalyn Bodh Singh Deo the rent-free title to Tuppah Untari, and gn the 
10th December 1840 the same Government, afer enquiry under Regula-’ 
tidna If of 1810 and HI of 1828, confirmed to Bhaiya Bhagwan Deo the 
roivfree tllle to the Deoukara estate in Pergannah Belonjah, 

aa a 
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There have been up-to-date fourteen Bhaiyas ; their names are as 
follow +1, Utter Rai, 2 Ramchandra Rai, 3. Unrudh Rai, 4. Narhar Deo, 
5, Lachmi Deo, 6, Pirthi Deo, 7. Naipal Deo, 8, Pohoop Ico, 9. Bodh Singh 
Deo, 10, Bhawani S. Deo, LL. Tej Singh Deo, 12. Bhagwan Deo, 18, Jai 
Singh Deo, and 14, Dirgaj Deo, Information is not forthcoming to show 
when each ascended the gadi, or how long each sat on it, The fifth and 
the tenth Bhaiyas, Lachmi Deo and Bhawani Singh Deo, diva without 
male issue ; the former was succeeded by Pirthi Deo, his younger brother, 
and the latter by Tej Singh Deo, son of Bhaiya Gajraj Deo, brother of 
Bhaiya Pohoop Deo, the eighth Bhaiya. 

The above is the only instance in which the son did nol succeed the 
father /.¢, of direct descent. 

The Bhaiya Deos of Untari were invested with police functions 
throughout Untari Tuppah. Mention is first mace of the bestowal of such 
functions in the sanad granted by the Delhi Court to Bhaiya Narhar Deo 
in Fasti 1077, and the Bhaiya Deos continued to exercise such functions 
until the 1st January 1868 on the introduction of Act V of 1861, when 
the British Government commuted such services into an annual money 
payment or Police Cess, This commutation took place during the time of 
Bhaiya Bhagwan Deo, andat first the demand in money was Rs, 1,200 
though subsequently in 1870 it was raised to Rs, 1,840-14-0, which sum 
represents three-fourths of thecost of maintaining the Police force in the 
terrilory. 

Bhaiya Bhagwan Deo was presented with a gan anda letler setting 
forth the services rendered by him during the Mutiuy of 1857, [in 1871 
he received the thanks of the Government, through the Commissioner of 
the Division, for promoting education amongst his tenants, He received a 
letter of praise from Government for assistance rendered and fur generosity 
displayed during the famine of 1874, In 1877 ha reccived a certificate of 
honour in the name of Her Must Gracious Majesty the Queen Empress, for ‘ 
his loyalty, and liberalily, and was exeinpted from ihe operation of the 
Arms Act, 

In 1897 Bhaiya Dirgaj Deo received ihe thanks of Government fot 
his liberality in giving a donation of Rupees eight thousand towards the 
erection of adispensary at Daltonganj, the head-quarters of the Palamau 
Districl, He received a certificate of honour in the name of Her Most 
Gracious Majesty the Queen [mpress of India for undertaking the 
Chairmanship of the Untari Gratuilous Relief circle and ma aging it 
efficiently during the famine operations in 1897; for undertaking operas 
tions for the relief of the distressed tenants in his estate ata cost of 
Rs, 6,150 {0 himself; for assisting Government with a lean of 600 
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maunds of rice for expenditure on Government famine operations ; for 
assisting in the administiwlion of charitable relief and for subscribing 
Re 100 towards he charitable relief lund, 

He erected & substantial schoul house at Untari al a cost Rs. 1,200, 
Ho gave a monthly subscription of Rs, 20 towards the upkeep of an 
English Middle Schaal, Ue subscribed annually Rs, 200 for the maintes 
nanve of the Government Zilla School al Daltonganj, Rs, 60 to the Lady 
Dofferin Fund, and Rs. 50 to the Charilable Dispensary Fund. He won 
the personal title of Rai Bahadur on the 81st December 1898, and a gan 
and a sword “in Khilat’’, 

Rai Bhaiya Dirgaj Deo Bahadur died on the 27th Mebruary LOU, and 
was suceceded by hisson, Bhaiya Raj Kishore Deo, on the Lith May L911, 
Bhaiya Raj Kishore Deo has paid Rs, 1,000 towards the improvement of the 
dispensary al Daltonganj, as promised by his father during the last visil of 
His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal to this District, He has 
started a chariteble dispensary at Nagaruntai at an estimated cust of 
Rs, 6,000, wilh a recurring charge of Rs, 1,650, and this has been 
approved by the Deputy Commissioner of Palamau, [Te has been elected 
asa member of the District Board and also of the Agricullural Associaliort 
of Palaman, Ge has been elected to sit as juror and assessor beside the 
Honourable Judge of Chotanagpar in sessions cases of the District. Ho 
was one of those invited by the Government to join the levee of Their 
Moal Gracious Majesties the King Igmperor and Queen Empress, in 
Calcutta, daring their last visit, Fle was presented with a Delhi Durbar 
Medal in consicleration of his services in connection wilh the local 
eolebration of the Coronation Day, 

His Honour the Lieutenant-<Governor of Behar and Orissa was 
pleased to declare in his notification dated the Bid May 1012, as follows: 

(a) That Bhaiya Raj Kashore Deo, Proprictor of the Nagaruntari 
estate inn the District of Palamau, be included in the category of the great 
Zamindars of Bengal. 

(b) ‘That he ia exempted from the operation of the Arms Act, in 
respect of six rilles and two breach loading guns, 


) 


BABU VENKAT RAMANNA GARU 
HONORARY MAGISTRATE AND ZAMINDAR 
OF KATNI-MURWARA 


In 1793, duymg the Seringapatam war, a British brigade under the 
order of the East India Company left for Scumgapatam are Masulipatam. 
The General Officer commanding the Irigade was in urgent need of a 
reliable contractor fur transport, On instituting enquiries he found that 
one Natla Ravanayya ol the Kammawar communily was in possession of 
a large number of carts and pack bullocks and did business in carting, 
The officer gave him the contract for the transport of the whole column 
which he readily accepted, He followed the troops and served the Brigade 
till the close of the war with ‘Tippu. When the disturbances were over, 
the Brigade joined the garrison at Hyderabad, ‘There Ravanayya remained 
for some years and then returned to his village, Kantur, in the Krishna 
District, Madras Presidency, ‘Thereafter, his brother, Tatayya, became the 
sole contractor and carried on business with much credit, About 1882 
he was sent lo the Nagpur Division in connection wilh the Peshwas, 
when also he conducted himself {o the entire satisfaction of the officers 
concerned, Putting his son, Madho Rag, in charge of the contract, 
he ieturned {o his nalive place and died (here after’ some time, Ir 
additiun to that of Nagpur, Macho Rao was ordered to work in connection 
with five different garrisons, namely, those of Indore, Mhow, Jubbalpore, 
and Nagode, in cach of which cantonments he managed his buginess with the 
aid of his cousins, During the great Mutiny, Madho Rao and hia cousins 
traversed the countries lying between the Narbada and the Ganges under 
the moveable column of General White-Clarke in the Central Provinces 
as well as in Central India, Owing to constant travel, his health comple« 
tely broke down, and he died young in 1860, leaving a son, Tatayya, 
only ten years old, ‘The following testimonials speak of the esteem in 
which ‘the officers concerned held Madho Raow~ 

It is with pleasure J certify to the stisfactory manner in whieh Madhe 


Rao Naldu carried on all contracts undertaken by him during the time I had 
charge of the Saugor Division. 
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Madho Rao isa highly tespecttble person and I haye much guatificalion 
in recommending him to the consideration of others. 


Kampli, } (Signed). W. GARDNER, 
98rd September (856. Asst, Comminsary General, 


Certified that Naidu Madho Rao dating the Mutiny of 1867 and in the 
subsequent Campaign of 1868 and 1869 supplied this division with bullocks 
both for pack aud draught, and I have much pleasure in testifying to the 
satisfaction he gave lo myself and the othe: officers under whom he served as 
Contractor dwing that period, 

Comininsioner’s Olfice, } (Signed) CHARLES OGILVIE, 
28th May 185% alos. Conunissary General, 


1 perenne 


Madha Rua, the present Cattle contractor, has fulfilled his contact during 
ny incumbency of four and a hall years very much to my satisfaction. 

Dwing the Mutiny he rendered vety valuable aid to the State by 
supplying both draught and pack bullocks when they were not procurable from 
other sources, and on the Relief of Saugor by Sir Uugh Rose, Madho Rao 
supplied the Bombay Column with draught bullocks for the heavy and 
light Bulleriva throughout their operation in Central India I have much 
plensure In giving tim this certificnte. 


Saugor Commissioners Office, } (Signed) CHARLES W, OGILVIE, 
(8th May [8dl. Dy, Asst, Commussary General, 


* mentee) 


During the minovily of Tatayya, the business was carried on in his 
name by his guardian uncles, Pedda Venkanna and Chinna Venkanna, 
In 1878 4 military committee was formed fo consider whether or not 
draught and pack bullocks were fil for snowy and hilly tacts like the 
frontiers, ancl it was resolved that mules and horses should be substituted 
for pack and draught bullocks respectively. Thus the long-standing 
contract with the military department carried on by this family for nbout ' 
acentury came to an end in that yea, ‘Thereupon the members of thig 
family, wlio became permanent residents of the Central Provinces, chose 
different professions congenial to themselves, Some of them took to 
banking business at Saugor, whilst others worked as contractors at 
Jubbalpore and purchased immoveable properly and villages al Saugor and 
Jitbbalpore, Tatayya was made Honorary Magistrate at Saugor, to Which 
onerous duly he did ample justice, He died in 1907. He was vary 
* popular asa Zamindar, Rais, and Darbari, His sons who suceveded him 
ate still there, 
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Pedda Venkanna, who settled down at Jubbalpore, died in 1875, when 
his son, Venkataramanna, was but a minor, The contract business in 
the Commissarial and in the Engineering departments was curied on by 
his nephew, Gopalakrishnama. Colonel [ughes Uatlett wrote of him in 
the following strain:— 

L have known P, Gopal Kristnama Naidu, resident of Cantonment Jubbal- 
pore, for many years during the time J was at Jubbalpore as Superintendent of 
the Jail and School of Industry and Cantonment Magistrate, 

{ have always found him a mosl obliging upright man ready to use 
his influence which is considerable in assisting Government Officials in all 
matters connected with the welfare of the Cantonment, and Iam sure my 
successor will find him the sume: He keeps himself apart from all cliques, As 
a contractor I have found him thoroughly conscientious, modest, and 
retiring, 

He has my best wishes for his welfare, 


(Signed) H, HUGHES HALLETY?, 
Colonel. 


Babu Venkalramanna seived in various departments and eventually 
set up business as. a contractor in the P,W,D, and the lorest Department 
at Jubbalpore, Mandla, and Kalni-Murwata ay well ag in the Native States 
of Panna and Rewa, Il will not be oulof place to quole the opinions 
of high officers, Civil and Military, expressed regarding Babu Venkat. 
ramanna:— 

Nagpur, 6th December 1888, 

Babu N. Venkatramanna of Jubbalpore supplied me with all the carts 
needed for ‘Timber works in the Mandala fo. many years previous to my 
taking over charge of the Mandala Forest Division, 

He never failed in completing any work undertaken for me, I havoa 
high opinion of his honesty, 


(Signed) C, W. LOSACK, ' 
Depuly Conservator of Forests, 
Bubu Venkat Ramanna has worked for mo asa Carling Contractor both 
in the Mandala District and Rewah State. 


He ts a good business man, works. well, up-to-date, and is very 
trusl worthy. 
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He haa received considerable sums in advance both from my predecessor 
and myself, and there haa never been any difficulty or delay in setlling 
his accounts. 

(Signed), J, MACKIE, 
80th November 1888, Dy. Conservator of Forests, 


nn’ 


‘This cortifigale is granted lo Babu Venkat Rananna, Malgozar of Kutata, 
in recognition of his having, in the famine of 1809-1000, carried out the work 
mentioned below for the relief of tho poor of his village and the construction 
of Embankments at acost of Re, 1,000. 


entree 


(Signed), S. ROBERTSON, 
18th March 1001 Deputy Commissioner, 
Subbatpore, 


renmnte tenet 


This certificate is presented to Babu Venkat Ramanna of Murwara by 
order of the Tonomable the Chief Commissioner of ihe Central Provinces in 
recognition of (he good and willing services he rendered in the Census Opera- 
tions of 190] andl ag. mark of approbation, 


(Signed) BR, N, RUSSELL, 
Nagapur, 1901 Supdt. of Census Operations, 
Contral Provinces. 


ty ett 


This certificate is granted to Mr. Venkat Ramanna of Muiwara in 
recognition of his having in the famine of 1007-08 carried out the work 
mentioned below for the relief of the poor of his village and the construction 
ofa tank at n cost of about Ra, 1,600, 


: (Signed), A. BLENVER HASSETT, 
Deputy Commissioner, 
Fubbalpore, 


eeweee em 


In March 1889, Babu Venkaamanna became Manager of the firm 
known as Olpherts Metallic Paint Works and Dyers’ Lime Works, and 
served in that capacity for about sixieen years, He founded a Lime Factory 
under the style and designation of “ Venkat Lime Works" al Katni Mur- 
wata in 1898, which he has since managed creditably as Principal, He has 
bean an Honorary Magistrate of Murwara, Jubbalporg, since 1898, He 
owns twelve villages in the Murwara ‘Tabsil, in some of which he hag 
made permanent improvement in irrigation, 
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In connection with the Delhi Durbars of 1903 and W141, Babu 
Venkatramanna received the following certificates of honour for the good 
management of his estate:—~ 

By command of His Jéxcellency the Vicoroy and Governor-Genoral-in 
Council this certificate is presented in the name of His Most Gracious Majesty 
King Edward VI, Emperor of India, to Mr. Vonkatranaaua of Muatwara, 
Jubhalpore District, in recognition of his good management of his villages, 


(Signed) J.P. HEWETT, 


Nagpur, 1st January 1003. Chief Commissioner, 
Contral Provinces, 


peeeestonat 


By command of His Excellency the Viceroy and Govornor-General-ine 
Council, this Certificate is presented in the name of Hts Most Gracious Majesty 
King George V, Emperor of Indiajon the occasion of His Majesty's Corouation 
Durbar at Delhi to Venkal Ramanna, in recognition of the aasislance rendered 
by himin the Famine by opening works in lis village and of his good work 


as Honorary Magistrate, ; 


(Sd), Rv A, CRANDOCK, 
Nagput, 12th December 1911, Chief Commissioner, 
Central Provinces, 


mer de manson 


Babu Venkatiamanna Gary, a recognised Zamindar, Rais, and Darbari, 
bears a good name both asa business man and as a landholder; and in 
all circles, official as well as public, he is spoken of highly for his straight- 
forward and gentleman-like qualities, 


SRI RAJAH KAMADANA VENKATA VARDARAJA 
SOBHANADRI ROW BAHADUR GARU 
ZAMINDAR OF BORRAMPALAM AND VEGAVARAM ESTATES 


Sri Rajah Kamadana Venkata Vardaraja Sobbanadri Rao Baha- 
dur, Zamindar Garu, the noble scion of an illustrious family, is (he chief 
representative of the Kamadana zamindats who ruled over the Charmahal 
estates, comprising, as the name denotes, four paraganas, Vinnakta, Gudi- 
vada, Kalidindi and Batlerzalli, ie, the whole of the present rich taluks of 
Gudivada and Kaikaloor, ‘This isa compact block of very fertile land 
about 400 square miles in extent and contains nearly 300 villages, The 
land was go fertile that it attracted the allention of the East India Com» 
pany from the moment they wanted to exlend their sway, 

It ig claimed! for this family that one of their ancestors acquired or pre 
served the vast estates of Nuzvidfor the Appa Row family, ‘Their first ancestor 
wag one Guruvayya whose children at one time got sanads for the Nuzvid 
estate as well, His forefathers were rulers of some estates near Warangal 
in the Nizam‘s territory and distinguished themselves in several engage- 
ments wilh Hindu and Mubammadan rulers, Being brave, chivalrous, and 

_ charitable, they wore very much loved by the people over whom they ruled, 
and all these noble qualities have been inherited by the present ruler, 

Later on a8 usual with such rulers, love of conquest and love of 
money induced them to come down fiom the hilly fortresses, and the rich 
fertile valley of (he Krishna which hadtill then been raled by the last of the 
Reddy kings was easily conquered, The princes then fortified the exist 
ing fort at Kanukolin und made it their headquarters. Since in those days 
the rule of the princes was not secure without the sanction of the Nizam 
of Hydetabad, (he Kamadana family spent large sums of money and ob- 
tained sanads and firmans and also the titles of Zuddalul Aqren ahd 
Rajah Bahadur, They then removed their headquarters to Belavole and 
afterwards to Guraza, being the centre of the catate, where (hey remain 

y even now, 
8A 


wee 
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This brings the story down to 1738 from which dite the history is 
clear, In thal year Rajah Ayyanna became the Zamindar, He was valiant as 
he was chivalrous and charitable, and ruled the hind for twenty years and 
earned the names of “Goddalla Ayyana” (Ayyanna of the Axe) and “Apara 
Parasurama.” He was always engaged in fighting battles and was an expert 
in the capture of forts, He thus helped the Nizam, the French, and the 
English whenever his aid was required. He died the death of a true 
soldier which he so much desired. He fell in the battle of Vallur in 1759, 
His rule was remarkable in that he obtained sanads from the Nizam as 
well as from the British and the J'rench, settling the zamindari on a milir 
tary tenure. He was succeeded by his brother, Ankappa, who ruled till * 
1764, Being more ambitious, he was actuated by a desire for acquiring 
dominions rather than for distinguishing himself in battle fields, He thus 
ruled over eighicen Paraganas including the famous Zamin of Nuzvid, 
Sanivarapet and the Uaveli lands, After his death his son, Rayanna, and 
his brother, Peddapapayya, ruled the estates, Pedda Papayya was a patron 
of learning, Me gave away 50 Agraharams and 50,000 acres of inams to 
poets, pandits, temples and mosques, 

Now began the misfortunes of the Charmahal Raj. Famines fell over 
the land and devastated it ; and the Zamindars of Guraza werd weak and 
not able to manage {he estates, In 1770 Mr. Wynch, seeing how badly 
the zamindari was managed, began to correspond with the Gamindar, 
and in the next year made a seltlement fixing three years’ peisheush, the 
Zamindat of Mogullur becoming security therefor. In 1774 another 
setiloment was made; but by this tine the Zamindar became Indebted to 
the surety to the extent of 84,000 pagodas. The incossant famines and 
the weakness of the Zamindars might have tended to cripple their credit, 
But the chief reason was the attitude of the Government who fixed an 
enormous rental on the estates, In spite of this settlement and heedless of , 
the remonstrances of the Zamindars, the estates were handed over to the 
Mogultur Rajah for six years, At this crisis tha Zamindar died, leaving a 
minor son, Narasimba Rao, The Zamindar of Nuzvid Jaid claim to 
the estate as being subject to himself and not an independent one like 
hisown, Although the Government of Madras rejected his claim, the 
Chief at Masulipatam gave a ten years’ leaso of tho estate to big own 
Dubash and ordered (hat 8,000 pagodas per annum be paid to the creditors 
of Appa Row of Nuavid, If it is semembered thal the Chief at Masulipatam 
himself was the principal creditor of the Rajali of Nuzvid, the significance 
of the transaction will be apparent, 

From 1771 to 1778 the lease of the Dubash, Kandrigula Venkatarayalu, 
continued in force, The minor Zamindar was under {he guardianship of 
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Appa Row of Nuavid, ‘The Kamadana family could not but be discon- 
dened, Such a brave and noble family to be kept out of their estales was 
more Uian whal they could hear, There were, therefore, some pitched 
battles belween the Kamadana Zamindats and the Nuzvid Zamindar, and 
ihe renter of the Charmahal estates was supported bya force of the 
Government. 

In £788 the estates wore taken under the direct management of the 
Chicf<in-Council al Masulipatant, But the Court of Directors, with their 
usual fairness and love of justice, deciled in L791 that the estates should be 
handed over to the Kamadana family and rejected the claim of Appa Row, 
But the Coun at Masulipatem did not wish lo give up possession of the 
egtaies and prevailed upon the Madras Government to recognise Chinna- 
papayya and Narasimha Rowas Zamindars and allow them 10,000 
Pagodas per annum. But the Madras Government later on saw through 
this and restored the ustales in 1872 ta Nacasimha Row and Sobhanadri 
Row, son of Chinnapapayya, Sometime after, Narasimha Row died, and the 
later became the sole Zamindar, When the estates were handed over to 
Subhanadri Now, it was shown by the accounts that the estates owed 
mongy lo the Government and he was asked to pay up the arrears, Al- 
though (he ill-fated Rajah consented, he was unable to do so agit was 
too much for the entates and as his Dewan's rule was so. harsh that the 
villagers guve up Cheir lands and fled away causing the arrears to merase, 
Tn 1801, the Collestar, Mr. Reade, confined bolt the Dewan and the Zaumins 
dar aod assimed the direet charge of the estate, 

Two years henge, in 1803, the special commission came to the rescue 
of the Ziumindar. in their magnanimity (hey remilled all arrears, Gxed the 
rental permanently and handed over the estates to the Zamindar, Again, 
fortune was against him, He entrusted the estates to two persons who 

failed and deagued him to litigation, His debts and arrears amounted to 
80,000 Pagodas, and in 1813 half the zamindari, Ze, the estates of Kalidindi 
and Batlaizallt were pul lo sale and purchased by other zamindars for the 
pallry sum of 10,000 Pagodas, ‘The two alher mittahs also were managed 
by the Collector for seven years, and Sobhanadri Row died in 1820, The 
estate was then taken over and managed by the Government {ill 1832. 

In 1882 the Government showed their magnanimity again by recog« 
nising Papayya Row as Zamindar and remitting all atrears and restoring 
the remaining CVaraganas (o him, Bat the fates were slill against the 
Kamadana family, ‘Che rental fixed was too heavy, ‘To add to this the 
terrible famine of (834 embarrassed him, The Zamindar had no time lo 
put the estates in order; and the Government did not wish to wait longer 

» ‘Che other Zamindais were equally embarrassed, but while remissions were 
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made to them, the good Papayya Row who had run into debt for paying 
the rental and whose arrears for five years had amounted only to the small 
sum of Rs, 41,000 had to suffer, For this trifling amount the zamindari 
was allached in 1886 and taken under Government management which 
continued till 1848, It is very disappointing to find that the Government, 
after managing the estates for seven years, showed a net deficit of 
Rs, 4,71,000, The Zamindar strove his best and was indebted to the 
Company lo the extent of Rs, 41,000, Buta seplenmal administration 
by the Government of the rich deltaic taluks of Gudivada and Vinakola 
increased the debt tenfold. They then began to hatass the Zamindar for 
the payment of their dues, The other creditors followed suil, The 
Zamindar requested that he might be allowed to resume his estates, and 
offered to pay off the ducs in instalments, ‘Sho Government were in 
exorable, and suits were filed against the Zamindar. Famine was raging 
in the land, ‘The Zamindar sent petition afler petilion to the Court of 
Directors butin vain, At last relief seemed near, The Honourable 
Court of Directors sent orders that the estates should be handed aver to 
the, Zamindar with reduced peishcush and wished to know what the rea« 
sonable rate was, To get the arrears they ordered that a portion might 
be sold, and the local Government, acting under such orders, while pio« 
mising to give effect ty them by handing over the estates, ordered {hem to 
‘be sold, withoul allowing others to bid, They thus knocked down the 
estates for themselves for three lakhs, 

Many other estates sulfered a like fate, but they were more fortunate t 
their estates were returned to (he holders and their arrears remilled, Such 
a favour wag refused to the present family, for the lalug was the richesl, 

Still ho Zamindar did not keep quiel, He remonstrated, pointing to 
the previous promises of the Government, and requested to be trealed at 
least like his brother Zamindars. He argued (hal (he Govetnment|, by their, 
management, increased the arrears, but he was refused a hearing, At last 
in lieu of the estates with a revenue of sixteen lakis, a compassionate 
pension. of Rs, 1,000 per month was granted to the family, and thé zamin« 
dari ceased to exist after a life of 150 years, 

The good Pappayya Row died in 1876 leaving {wo sons, hamely, 
Venkalrama Gopala Jagannadha Sobhanadri Row and Venkata Narasimha 
Ramachandra Row. The family pension was then granted in the name 
of Venkatrama Gopala Jagannadha Sobhanadhri Row, This Sobhanadhri 
Raw died in 1884, leaving no male issue, His undivided brother, Venkata 
Narasimha Ramachandra Row, claimed (he allowance, The Board re- 
‘commended the continuance of the allowance in his name, He passed 

} daysat Guraza getting a monthly allowance of Ra, 600, He had a 
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small zamin acquired in recent years, which fetched about Rs, 20,000, per 
annum, at Borrampalam and Vegavaramn in the Kovur Talug, Krishna 
District, ‘The Zamindar had setlled his estate and was very popular with 
his ryols. Tle was very kind towards his subordinates and was therefore 
loved by his vast establishment at Guraza, Bortampalam, and Masulipatan. 
He tools greal delight in keeping in hig sevice persons connected with his 
family for penenations, Always (rug to his word, he was highly respected 
by Government officials, and it must be gaid to his credit that he never 
indulged in wanton litigation, 

He died on the 17th March 1912 leaving three sons, namely, Rajah 
Kamadana Venkalavaradaraja Sobhanadri Row Bahadur, Venkata 
Lakshma Row Bahadur, and Venkata Rama Row Bahadur, of whom 
the second is dumb, It is regrettable to note that, after the death of 
Venkata Narasimha Ramachandra Row, his eldest son, Rajah Venkala 
Varadaraja Sobhanadri Row was granted only a half of his family pension, 
that is, Ra, 300 per mengem, After the death of his father he, as the eldest 
gon, took the management of his estate into his hand, He, as well as_his 
brother, Venkala Rama Row Bahadur, received liberal education in 
English and in the oriental languages, They are peaceful, charitable, and 
loyal, 

Mr, Gudipati Venkata Ratnam, Muktiyar and Agent to the Zamindar 
al Masulipatam, comes of a family which has been closely allied to that 
of the litter for several generations By vutue of the faithful discharge 
of his duly, Mr. Venkata Ratnam was in (hq good graces of the former 
Zanindar, and the present Zamindar also likes lim very much. 

Within the few months that he has held the reins of the estate admini+ 
stration wi his hands, the young Rajah Subbanadri Roa has introduced 
several reforms in different directions for ils improvement, and hisshrewd+ 
ness and-rare adminigtrative capacity bid fair to double (he income of the 
estate in the near future. Young as he is, he has an old head upon his 
‘young slioulders, ancl a good heart for the welfare of his employes, 

May God bless him with long life and prosperity | 


SRI RAJAH MALRAZU VENKATA NARASIMNA RAO BAHADUR 
GARU OF NARASARAOPET 


‘The Malrazu family, whose members are of the Velama caste, is one 
of the most prominent in the Guntur District. They formerly secured im- 
pevial grants (rom Delhi constituting them Deshmukhs of the Kondavidu 
Circa, Itis an indisputable fact that they wielded great influence at the 
beginning of the eighteenth century, and that they held (ho Zamindari of 
Bellam Konda from time immemorial, 


The first noteworthy person of the family was Vallarayanam Garu, 
son of Thirumal Rao Garu.. He hadi five sons, anc all of them held the 
zamindati in succession till 1700 A.D, Gis brother was the Zamindar of 
Kollara in the Nizam’s Dominions, Pecda Suranna Garu, the grandson of 
Vallarayanon Garu, by his eldest son, Ganganna Garu, rendered faithful 
service during the Mahomedan rule and sevureda firmian for the zamindari 
of Vonukonda ‘Taluq, fronr the Nizam of Hyderabad, He died four years 
after this uew acquisilion, His son and successor, Peddaramarayanam 
Gatu, ruled over (he Bellamkonda and Vinukonda estates for thirty-four 
years, As he had no issuc, he adopted one Suranoa Garu, who ruled only 
for a year and passed away. 

Neeladrirayanam Garu, the great-grandson of Vellarayanam Gar’ Y, 
held the zamindari for seven years. Ae too was childless and adopted 
one Venkata Narasimha Rao Garu, 

Venkala Natasimha Rao Garu fixed his residence at Atlur, the name 
of which he changed to Narasaraopet, He built a fort there and lald out 
several gardens, On his death his territory was divided between two 
Zamindars of the same name, known as Pedda Venkata Gunda Row Garu 
and Chinna Venkata Gunda Row Garu, of whom one accupied Venukonda 
and the other Bellamkonda, In 1803 one of these relinquished his estate 
‘n favour of the other, and the whole zamindari was united aguin under 
Rajah Malrazu Venkata Gunda Row Garu. Ne purchased the Rachur portion 
of the Repalli Zamindari, the Sayicdapuram estate (Rapur ‘Taluk, Nellore 
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District), and the Kadali Aamindari in the Godavari District, Ifo was well 
known asa patron of literature and the fine arts, and was very,lolerant in 
his religious views, 1t was ducing his time thal the Pindaris made incur. 
gions into these parts and sacked almost all the villages in the Guntur 
District, Of all the zamindars in this pistricl, he was the only one who 
proved loyal fo the Brilish and checked the progress of the Pindaris. tye 
provided shelter in the fort of Narasaraopet to Mr, Oakes, the Collector 
of the District as well as to the other British officials, He sent a thousand 
armed ingn under his own olficers, who atlacked the Pindaris by surprise 
near Kothalur, in Venukonda Taluk and drove them out of his estate, Ife 
also helped the Government to secure the person of K. Gurappa who wasa 
very (roublesume highway robber of those parts, Tor (his piece of loyal 
service he was promised Garikepad and (hree other villages, Advanced 
age prevented him from managing his large estate, and he sequested the 
Government to take over three taluks of Bellamkonda, Vinukonda, and 
Rachur on condition of the yearly payment to him by the anthorities of a 
fifth share of the revenues, But he passed away before receiving any 
orders from them, with injunctions to his wife, Lakshmamman Garu, to 
adopta boy, Pending the orders of the Government, the estate was taken 
under their ntanagement. Soon afterwards, Mallarayadu Garu, the son-ine 
law of biscousin, set forth his claim to the unindari, but alter seven 
yours Lakshimamma Gacu was declared legal heir to the estate, The 
Collector of the District then intimated to her that, owing to the falling 
short of the revenues of the (alugas, the Government were nol in a position 
to grant the fifth share of (he revenue {cr the paat period, and the whole 
estate was made over to her with the total mesne profits amounting to 
Ks, 70,000, She adopted one of her kinsmon, Venkalanarasimha Rao Garu, 
on the Lath November 1882, who died shortly afterwards leaving an infant 
son, Venkata Kondal Rao Gara, 

During the famine of 1882-3, she spent a large sum of money in 
relieving the distressed, and on account of this and of the crippled re. 
sources due to the protracted liligation stated above, she could not pay the 
Government cues, ‘The estate was therefore attached and taken under their 
management, In 1849 it whs intimated to Lakshmamma Garu thal ander 
orders from the Court of Directors her rights in the esinte were to be 
tempurarily mace over to (he Government with a view to enable the latter 
to improve the condition of the zamindar, Lakshmanima Garu at once 
complied with (he desires of the authorities taking care to slyle herself in 
the agreement as the guardian of the minor Zamindar, Venkata Kondal 
Rao Garu, 

In 1846 the Collector intimated to Lakshmamma Garu under orders, 
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from the Government that the talugs were’. (o be put to’ sale far the suina 
due upon them, which amounted to twenty-two lakhs, of which Rs, 60,000 
were incurred while under her management during the famine period, and 
the remainder while under that of (he Government. She was not respon- 
sible for the remaining arrears of Rs, 21,40,000, asshe had no hand in 
the management of the zamindari, [t would appear that she had a moral 
claim.upon. the sympathy and. magnanimity of. the Government, as the 
deficit’ was caused when the country was devastated by a severe fainine 
and that she should have been allowed sometine under the circumstances 
to pay off, the arrears, 

Strangely enough, the whole estate was struck down. on. behalf of the 
Government for the paltry sum of five thousand rupees, so small that it 
could be realized by the sale of any one of the 420 villages comprising thie 
whole estate, When she complained of these anomalous praceedings, she 

was informed that the sale was only a nominal one and that. the Govern- 
ment would restore the estate after its resources were fully developed, ' 
After her death, onthe 3rd Seplember 1855, her grandson, Venkata Kondal 
Rao Garu, claimed the restoration of the estate or the continuance of the 
allowance. of Rs, 1,000 per mengem given to Lakshmamma Garu, during. 
her life, but it, was withheld on the plea that his claims to the estate were , 
not valid according to the conclusion arrived at by the Commissioner of : 
the Northern Circars and the Collector of Guntur, In -May 1868, he sub. 
mitted a memorial to the Secretary of State for India in Council praying 
: for the same, The prayer was not granted, but, however, a pension of | 
Rs, 800 per mensem was allowed fo him, His adopted son, Venkata: 
* Narasimha Rao Bahadur Garu, enjoys it now. We has. ason. and heir, ; 
Venkata Ramakrishna Kondal: ao Bahadur Garu, aged five years, 
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THE ZAMINDAR OF MARUNGAPURI, 
. HIS WIPE, AND DAUGHTER 


SRI KRISHNA VIJAYA POOCIIAYA NAYAKKAR AVERGAL 
ZAMINDAR OF MARUNGAPURI, (IRICHINOPOLY DISTRICT) 


Among the comparatively few members of the aristocracy who enjoy 
a reputation far beyond the limits of the dependency in which their lot is 
oast, the Zamindar of Marungapuri, Sri Krishna Vijaya Poochaya Nayak+ 
kar Avergal, occupics & prominent place, 

In the early period, Macangapuri continued in the possession of the 
ancestors of (he present Zamindar under the title of Palayapat, and, after 
the adventof the East India Goinpany, it was recognized as an ancient 
zamindari, ; 

The estate of Marungapuri originally comprised 822 villages, but now 
there are only 103 of them, wilh a total area of 177 square miles or 1,01,738 
acres, of which 4,477 acres are occupied area and forost 19,681 acres, The 
population, according to the las( const, is 49,388, There are 80 major 
inigation tanks and 360 minor ones. The distance from north to south of 
the zamindati is twenty miles, and from east to west twenty-four miles, 
There are three rivers, the Vellur, the Carar, and the Palar, of which only 
the last has a perennial supply of water all through the year, The ryots 
‘depend on rain-fed tanks for cultivation, and the agricultural products 
of the estate are ragi, cholam, and rice. The annual revenue is nearly a 
lakh of rupecs, and the pesheush payable to Government is 
Re, 20,590—}—~10 including road cess. Foyttoen big Devastanams and 
several minor ones have heen under the management of the present 
zamindar and his ancestora (rom time immemorial, 

In order to trace the origin of this ancient family we have to rely on 
interesting accounts neither apocryphal nor mythological, for we have 
before us a mass of information to convince us thal the Zamindari of 
Marungapuri, Palayapat ag it was orginally known, 18 really an ancient 
ane, We understand that the progenitor of this family, Thirumalai 
Poochaya Nayakkar, migrated from Akola near Rajputana, owing 
tg family feuds and disgensions, {t would appear that on a cerfain night 
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when he was fastasleop the god Narasimha appeared unto him in his 
dream and ordered him to proceed to Southorn todia, where he (god) 
would incarnate on the western bank of the Cauvery, on the north of 
Madura and, to be more precise, towards the north of the river Swedana» 
thi and the east of Velamalai, in which direction one of his volaries had 
been ordered 1o metamorphose himself as a range of hills called Karimalai, 
Thereupon Thirumalai Poochaya Nayakkar, wilh his followers, encounters 
ing incredible difficulties, and surmounting innumerable dangers, marched 
acroas rivers, traversed forests, climbed hills, halled in many places, finally 
resumed his march to the south, and seltled down at Nammankuruchi, 
where wealth, dominion, and fame, awaited him unawares, As slated in the 
dream, he found a range of hills, dark in colour, whereat he offered hig 
hearliest prayers to his tutelary deity. At this stage, a man who was to- 
tally blind repaired lo Thirupathi, presented himself before the god Srinis 
vasa and prayed for restoring his vision to him, The god who was moved 
by his entreaties gave him the sight of one eye, but for the other he dires- 
ted him to go to Thirumalai Poochaya Nayakkar, Ie went all the way to 
Thuvarankuruchi and represented to him what had happened atThirupathi, 
On hearing it, Poochaya Nayakkar was ina fix ashe did not know what 
{odo in the matter, The only course left open to him under such pecu. 
liar circumstances was to procced immediately {o ‘Thirupathi and offer 
sincere prayers to the god Srinivasa to unriddle the enigma of what the 
blind man had told him, The god appeared unto hin in his dream and 
gaid that he had established himself at Karimalai; that he (Poochaya 
Nayakkar) should go there accompanied by hig family privat, Thathacha« 
viar 3 that he would find three green leaves called Thirudhuehal; What if he 
should squeeze the juice of some of those leaves into the sockets of the 
bliid man’s eyes, the sight of the other eye would be restored to him, This 
came to pass, when the joy of Poochaya Nayakkar and of the man who 
once again saw the light, knew no bounds, Thirumatai Poochaya Nayak’ 
kar buill a temple at the foot of the hills and dedicated it to Varadaraja- 
swami. Ife soon gol into the good graces of the Itindu Kings, whose 
power was at its height, and became commander of a squadron besides 
executing the duly of collecting the revenue from their vassals and lords, 
with powers to punish those whose tribute fell into arrears. 
We have before us a copper plate inscription in ‘Tamil, dated Saliva 
hanasagaptham 117, which corresponds {o 195 A. D,, from which we 
ather the following pacliculars;—The emperors Thirnbuban, Brijapala 
and Athanda, Rajahs Chola and Pandya, with some Polygars, went on a 
pilgrimage to Rameswaram ; and, on their way, encamped in a certain 
place, It was their desire that some one should undertake the most dan- 
gerous and arduous task of crossing the Pamban Canal, go by boal to the 
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other side of the sea, and bring some tangible proof of a ship there. ‘Thiru. 
mala Poachaya — Nayakkar,  Polygar of Nammuankneuchi, — risked 
his life and completed the mission in three days, The Emperors and the 
Rajahg, in high appreciation of the success achieved by Thirumalai 
Poochaya Nayakkar, conferred on him grand titles, presented him with 
many insignia of royalty, and made him senior Polyga. They also put 
him in charye of Trichinopoly, Srirangam, ‘Thiruvanaikkaval, and Tan jore 
mahanams,  Gesides this he was also enrpawered to collect gna wages 
from each town at the rate of two panams per house, and from cach 
village and hamlet (en kilams aud five kalams of grain respectively, 


It must be stated to the credit of Thirumalai Poochaya Nayakkar and 
his successors (hat they had on several occasions helped the Brilish when 
they went to war against the Mabomedan rulers and also the Princes of 
Panchalankuruchi, by laying waste the thick forests on the way from 
Koilpati to Paar, and also by opening? out. substantial roads for the 
passing and encamping of fhe [English army safely and conveniently, 
The Nayakkats further posted their awn men in those camps and arranged 
for the supply of provisions, 

Thirumalad Peachaya Nayakk was succeeded hy Obala Poochaya 
Nayakkar, who owned 210 villages incladingNammmankucuchi, Marungapuri, 
ele, and had his permaucnt residence in Nammankuruchi, Ae built wany 
temples and made cadowments for their proper management. 

When Chera, Chola, Pandyans were ruling over Kerala, Tanjore, 
Madura and other kingdoms, the Minister to the King of Vijayanagar, who 
had come on pilgrimage lo Rameswaram with alarge army, was allacked by 
the self-constituled chieftains of the southern parts, Wilh a view to prevent 
such disturbances in future, he appointed Thirmuala Naick as the King of 
Madura and two other Naicks for Trighinopoly and Tanjore, besides 
creating many Palayapals. The Rajat of Tanjore, Vijaya Chockalinga 
Naick, once visited Thiramala Naick, the King of Mado, and on his 
return journey, ne Thavarankucuchi, it became dusk, whea the Kambala 
Nayakkars, the residenta there, requested the Rajah to spend the night with 
(them and promised to see to hig comforts, As il was the wont of the 
people living in (hose parts ta waylay such passengers, the offer of the 
Nayakkars roused the suspicion of the Rajah, and so heset at naughltheit 
request and marched on ty Trichinopoly, ‘The following day, he sent a 
amall army ta Thuvaraukuruchi and ordered the capture of the Kambala 
Nayakkars, Javing got scent of it, they fled from there, bul ene man, 
Veera Poochayn Nayakkar, the Polygar, owing to some difficulty, could 
not do so, Ite was forthwith captured and presented before the Rajah) 
who ordered. his immediate confinement, Shortly after this, a tiger made 
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great havoc of men and cattle, which was brought to the notice of the 
Rajah, The Rajah proclaimed that he who killed it would be the recipient 
of agubstantial reward, Veera Poochaya Nayakkar came forward and 
begged of the Rajah to send for his armoury fram Trichinopoly, 8 
was done, and he was released, The tiger appeared again as before, 
when Veera Poochaya Nayakkar presented himself before it, spell-bound 
it and played with the animal ashe would witha dianb, He then 
removed the chords, infuriated it, and showed his powers Ly killing it 
outright. This wondrous feal of valour touched a chordin the heart of 
the Rajah, who granted Veera Poochaya Nayakkar, Marungapuri and the 
adjoining villages, He (hen won the name of Voli Kuthi (tiger 
killer) Veera Poochaya Nayakkar, 


When the Mahomedans caine to power and held sway over the 
Southern Presidency, they recognised the grant of the Tanjore king to 
Pulikuthi Veera Chinna Poochaya Nayakkar. During the reign of 
Nawab Walajah, the Zamindari of Marangapuri was divided into (wo 
paris, one portion retained the original name and was managed by the 
eldest brother, and the othey, Varapoor, was eft in the possession of 
the two younger brothers, Subsequently, the Varapoor estate was split 
into two parts, and occupied by (wo brothers, namely, Chinnaloca Vellaya 
Bommaya Nayakkar, and Chinnaloca Kumara Bommaya Nayaklear, 


One ofthe members of the Marnngapuri family repaired to 
‘ Pudukota on account of some internecine disputes aud joined the Chiels 


{ 


| there, when a large number of villages merged into thal State, 


. 
. { 







Thimma Poochaya Nayakkar, the next Polygar, made large 
skranis of land to the Meenakshiamman temple al Madura, Ile was 
siyceceded by Veera Chinna Poochaya Nayakkar who was a great patron 


ges, buill many houses, and brought down people to occupy them, He 
suceceded by Periya Shirumalai Poochaya Nuyakkar, who removed 
headquarters to Marungapuri, buill some pilaces and other subs 


H Many copper plates are slill exlant in whieh are ingerlbed the 
endowments made by the Polygis of Matungapuri for temples and 
other charitable institutions, and in some of (hem the donors are styled 
Rajah”, by which designation they had been addressed by the. 
Carnatic as well as by (he Mahomedan rulers and which continued till 
‘he time of lhe Permanent Seltlement by the British Government, 
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After the death of Periya Thicumalai Poochaya Nayakkar, Sreemath 

Ranga Krishna Muthu Veera Poochaya Nayakkar succeeded in 1868, Ie 
built palaces aud other decent buildings in Marungapuri and was 
charilably disposed. Me laid gardens, sank wells, and improved the 
estate in every way he could. He died in Decumber 1887, 
» Sri Krishna Vijaya Poochaya Nayaklar, son of the former Zamindar, 
was born in (8%. During his minority, from 1804 to 1898, he remained 
in Trichinopoly for education under the orders of the Court of Wards, 
and forthe rematming period be was in the Newington institution at 
Madras, where his assiduity and carefulness in the acquirements of 
knowledge were wholly praiseworthy, Wis literary lalent is certainly of a 
high order and he has avery retentive memory, He travelled far and wide 
in India, with bis brother mmors, under the fostering care of their tutors, 
Mr. C, Morrison, and Mr. C, Hi. Payne. [fe relaiusa lively recollection of 
all that he had seen during bis wavels in India and Ceylon, and his 
description of them even to this day is accurate and graphic, 

He married his maternal unele’s daughter, Sri Subhadrammani, in 
January 1908, and the result of this union were two issues, who died as 
babies, Ais wife was a very highly cullueed and refined 
lady, She was first tained by an American fady, Mrs, Gibson, 
under wham the progress she had made was remarkable, Hor next 
companion was Miss Renwick who remained as such tll her death, 
The cruel hund of death snatched away Subhadrammani in 1908, when 
she wag barely Lwenly years old, afler a brief attack of typhoid fever, 

Sui Krishna Vijaye Poochaya Nayalkar attained his majority on the 
8th November 105, when the Court of Wards handed over the estate 
to him, Since the time he has been in chargo of i, he has managed 
‘it wilh much credit to bimself and benefit to his tenants, who lay belore 
him all their grievances and gat (hem recdressed, They repose much 
confidence in hin 

He martied the present Rani, Sii Azhagu Vellayammani, his niece 
(sister's danghier), in May 1908, and she has been blessed with a daugh- 
ter, She hig a compelent companion, a native Christian lady, under 
whom she Jearns Tamil, english, mugic, needlework, etc, She is endowed 
wilh both tenderness of heartand beauty of person. It is gratifying to 
observe that she is very refined, noble-hearted, charitably disposed, and 
generous lo a fault : 

‘The Zamindar isa great rider and keen sportsman, He has for his 
personal usc excellent atuds and fs passionately fond of them, Every 
now and then he goes oul hunting, and bags deer, boar, etc. Every year, 
the next day after the Sivarathri festival, he stats on a hunting excursion 
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accompanied by a large number of his tenants, and shoots what animals 
he comes across and returns late in ihe evening with his booty with all 
oriental grandeur. 

He has given away @ building for the use of the Local Fund Primary 
School in Marungapuri, and the fees of most of the boys, who are in 
indigent circumstances, are paid by him, Some deserving and poor 
students in Trichinopoly are indebted to him for the generous and 
prompl manner in which he defrays their expenditure. 

The Zamindar is assisted in the management of his estate by ex- 
perienced and clever hands. He has a capable Manager in the 
person of Mr, M. Ramakrishna Chettiar, once in the service of the Court 
of Wards, and since lent to the Zamindar, The templo and other charit- 
able institutions are very efficiently managed by the Zamindar’s brother-in- 
Jaw, Mr. C, Dananjaya Nayakkar, of respectable behaviour and kind 
nature. The forest department is in the able hauds of Mr. tT. C, Rajanna 
Naidiu, 

Sri Krishna Vijaya Pooehaya Nayakkar Avergal is an accomplished 
and amiable Zammdar of modern spirit, and is of a mild, benevolent, 
and conciliatory lemper, with promise of furlber giealness in every way. 


ZUBDATUL AQRAN 
K, V. S. RAMACHANDRA RAO GARU 
ZAMINDAR OF DHARMAVARAM 
BA-A-FIAY BASHAUD 


This gentleman, born in 1870, comes of a respeclable Telaga family of 
Morakavecdhi, Rajalunundry, in the Godavari District, Madras Presi- 
dency, He is the grandson, by his danghter, of the late Kandula Appayya 
Garn, Subadar Major and Sirdar Bahadur of the Xith Madras Native Infan« 
try, who had won in 1856 a gold medal bearing the inscription, “Order of 
British India,” His maternal uncle, Kandula Bhadraswami Garn, was a 
Subadar Major, and his mother’s maternal uncle, Bayapuneedi Venkanna 
Garu, was alyo a Sabadar, who rendered meritoriousservices to the British 
Raj, Bayapuneedi Jogayya Guru, the fatber of Venkanna Garu, a non« 
commissioned officer, was awarded a medal in 1799 at the siege of Seringa- 
patam, Mr, Ramachandra Rito had amongst his relations other officers 
who served in the army and who were rewarded with medals and 
swords, It is very gratifying to observe that he belongs to a community 
that served faithfully and loyally in the Military Department, which contri- 
buted towards the establishment of the British sovercigaty in the land, 


Tle waa adapted by his sister's husband, Sri Kanchuiarti Narasayya 
Gary, Zamindar of Dharnmavaram, now in (he Krishna pistiict. ris adoptive 
father having died when he was quite yaung, his estate was managed, 
during his minority, by his uncle, the lute Vogeli Ramakrishnayya Gara, a 
wealthy Jandlord, and for a long time a Municipal Councillor and an 
Tlonoraly Magistrate at Rajahmundry, fe assumed charge of his estate 
about 1890 and bas improved il singe by sinking wells and by aiding in 
other ways calenhwed to add to the ferlility of the soil, He was an elected 
Councillor of Rajahmundry for two terms and a nominated member of the 
Rajahmundry ‘Taluk Board for one term, During the Pushkaram ot 
1896, xa 8 Municipal Councillor, he co-operated with Mr, Elphinstond,then 
Sub-Collector at Rajahmundry, in making the festival a success, 

Having acquired sufficient knowledge of the mechanism and working 
of rice factories, he first ¢usiruclel Sri Ram inda Rice Mill at Rajah. 
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mundry, which is his own, With a view to effeel the industrial development, 
he built, withoul Jooking for profit, Sri Satyanwayana Rice Miland Sr 
Venugopala Rice Mill al Rajahmundry, and Seela Ramachandra Rice Mill 
at Dwarapudi, all in the Godavari, District, to encourage other Compa- 
nies, In the District of Krishna, the Parthaswathy Rice Mills at Peru. 

konda are his own, and the Andra Lakshmi Industrial Rice Factory at 
Cowtavaram was also of his independent construction, At the opening 
ceremony of the latler, Mr. 2, Scott, the then Collector, presented him 
with a gold medal on behalf of the company for his disinterested services, 

During the last Godavari Pushkaram festival, Mr. Ashe, the District 
Collector, in consideration of his services on the previous occasion, 
selected him asa member to help Mr. H.H. Burketl, Divisional Officer, in 
making arrangements for the suitable reception of the pilgrims, By 
distributing the supply of good drinking water in the camp by a system 
of pipes, and by otherwise looking aller the cothforts of thousands — of 
pilgrims, he elicited the approbation of the Sub-Colleclor, who wrote to 
the Government of Madras about him in the following terms: The 
gentleman whose personality has dominated the whole festival is un 
doubtedly M.R.Ry. KX, Ramachandra Rao, Te il was who carried ont the 
water works in the camp, who sold rice al a rate that must have involved 
considerable loss, who maintained money changes al his own oxpense 
throughout the town, and who, in short, took a leading part in every 
project which concerned the welfare of the pilgrims and of the public, 
generally, Ife has well merited the thanks that are universally showered 
uponhim.” The Government of Madras, in their order No, 1837, dated 
%th November 1908, reviewed his work thus:— the Government also note 
with pleasure the testimony borne by the Gollector and Sub-Collecior fo 
the good services rendered by MLR. Ry, K, Ramachandra Rao,” 

He isnowa member of the District Board, Godavari. Tre was one of 
the Joint Secretaries of the reception committee to welcome ILE. Sir Arthur 
‘Lawley, Governor, when he visited Rajahmundry. He was also the Joint 
Secretary of the last coronation celebration committee formed at 
Rajahmundry, He is a trustee of the Rajahmundry Town Tall and also of 
the Korukonda Devastanam in the Godavari District, nominated by 
Dewan Bahadur M, O. Parthasarathy Iyengar, then Disiricl and Sessions 
Judge, Godavari, He resides in Rajahmundry, He is a kind and popular 
gentleman, 


SRI KAMULU AMMALL AVERGAL 
ZAMIN DARINI OF BODINAYAKANUR 


The ancient Zamindari of Bodinayakanur is in the Madura District of the 
Madray Presidency, 1 is also called Thenkasi, because it is said that a 
devotee had brought a Viswanatha ‘lingam (idol) all. the way from [Kasi 
(Benares) and built a temple dedicated to it, As there are five rivers in 
Bodinayakanur, the Zamindar is called Pancha-nadi-yarasan, and the 
Zamindatini, Pancha-nadi-yarasi, The Zamindars of Bodinayakanur come of 
the Seclavaw (superior) Kambalathar community. They claim descent from 
the daughter of Kalaikkoltu Maharishi, a saint who resided at Dhanda- 
karanyam, [efore they emigrated to the southern parts, they were the 
rulers of Gooty inthe Bellary District, Subsequently also, in point of 
eminence, (hey held their awn, and were called Seelavar (superiors) in 
contradistinction (o Ube other Kambuathars who rose high in the social 
scale by sheer force of arms. 

The last Kambalathu Rajah of Gooty, on being defeated by the Maho-« 
medan rater of that part of the country, proceeded to Bodinayakanur which 
was under the sway of the King of Poonayar (Travancore) and sellled there, 
Parsnant lo ay announcement mide by the King of Poonayar, Jackoo 
Nayakkar, the ex-Rajah of Gootly, maimed one of the most dangerous of 
wild bears which bad battled the aim lof many a huntsman, and 
appeared before the king with the animal alive. The king, on hearing 
the antecedents of the hero, took him in procession to Travancore 
with all the paraphernalia of royally, aud made him the raler of the lands 
surrounding the eastern portion of the hills, with promise of presenting to 
him and his suscessurs in perpetuily a pate of gold bangles, a silk cloth, 
and an elephant on the accasion of the installation ceremony, 

Jackoo Nayakkar, the newly-appointed Rajah of the Bodinayakanur 
pringipality, ruled over it moxt peacefully for thirty-seven years, After 
some generations baie came in the line Sela Bodinayalkar wha, won im- 
mange voy and royal gifty, with the tile of Thérmmalaé from the King of 
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Madura for having captured Mulla Khan, a great Mahomedan warrior and 
raider, who had evaded the efforts of many other chiefs to arrest him, 
His grandson, Thiramalai Bangaru Muthu Nayakkar, was appointed 
warden of the Thirumanjana forlress by Viswanatha Naick, King of 
Madura, the first of the seventy-two Palayapats just then established by 
him, ‘The jurisdiclion of the Nayakkar extended as far as the temple of 
Subramanyaswami at Periyakulam. He built a mantabappadi to the south 
of the temple, and started the Brahmmotsavam festival and also the car 
festival which take place in May of every year, Ele raised a grove known 
as Singara thope and also a garden called Nandavanam, Fle built a temple 
dedicated to Povlanandar and inalituled a car festival, His grandson, 
Raju Nayakkar, went to the rescue of the King of Poonayar when he was 
attacked by the Rajah of Coorg and brought about a trealy between them 
to the effect that each party should rule over his own territory, and that 
they should be on amicable terms. The Chief of North Coorg who had 
spent a month at Bodinayakanuras the guest of Raju Nayaklear resigned his 
territories extending from Coorg to Utlamapalayam in favour of the latter, 
A blind Vellala woman, a staunch votary of the goddess Meenakshi Ams 
than at Madura, recovered thesightof one eye after repeated supplications 
and prayers, but that of the other was restored to her by Raju Nayakkar 
on the woman begging of him the favour as enjoined on her ina dream by 
the goddess who counted him as one of her fervent adherents, He was, 
therefore, known as “ Kankodutha Raju Nayakkar," 

His son and successor, Sankarappa Nayakkar, won from the Madura 
King the honour of using a Poochakkira Kodaimel Falli-—a privilege 
accorded only to the Selhupathi of Ramnad, As he had no issue his 
widows, Akkammall and Thoppammiall, succeeded him, On their death, 
Seela Jackanna Nayakkar, brother of Sankarappa Nayakkar, became 
Chief, A tribute of 1,000 panams was levied on him by Meera Sahib who 
was the Subahdar of Dindigul under the Carnatic Nawab, When Me 
Millet was the Collector of Madura under the Mast India Company, the 
tribute was raised lo 2,500 panams, Turing the time of his younger son 
who later succeeded tothe estate, the permanent setllement came into 
force, when the peshcush was fixed ata litle over Rs, 7,238, The next 
Zamindar successfully ruled over the estate, amassed immense weallh, and 
built a fortress on the hill called ‘Thani to prevent Tippu’s invasion, His 
son and successor, Bangaru Thirumalai Bodi Nayakkar, built an anicut 
across fhe Kollagudi river al a cost of four lakhs of rupecs, With the water 
thus preserved, about 4,000 acres of wet land have been brought under 
cultivation, fle spent two lakhs of rupees on the construction of a palace; 
erected a temple dedicated to Subramaniya gwami, and glarted a gar 
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festival, Ife exhibited some remarkable feats lo Mr. Rouse Peter, then 
Collector of Madura, while engaged in an exciting hunting excursion, 
and, in appreciahon of them, won from him a gold medal, Mr. Black. 
‘burn, the successor of Me. Rouse Peter, as Collector, certified in Jauda- 
tory terms to the successful management of the estate by the Nayakkar 
and also to the fact Chat no fitigation in’ it, cither civil or criminal, was 
settled by a com of Law curing (he Zamindar’s time. Do died in 1869 
leaving a minor son, Sri Thirumalai Bodiya Kamarajaya Pandya Nayakkar, 


During his minority the estate was under the management of the 
Court of Wards, After he assumed charge of i, he built a chattram 
at Devadanapalti and a bungalow at Madura, anda travellers’ bungalow 
al Periyakulam, ‘The tank called Kamaraja Bhupala Samudra Kunmai 
owes its existence to him, Te was the first. to start cinchona plantation 
at Devikulam and al the Fern Will Valley estate. He was known as 
agreat hunter and sportsman, ie died on the 15th December 1888, 
when he was succeeded by his widow, Sti Kamulu Ammall, as he had no 
mala child, 


This lady comes of the bighly respected Gandamanayakanur Zamine 
dari family. She ovarricd Sri ‘Thirumalat Bodiya Kamarajaya Pandya 
Nayakkar in 1875, and they hid an only daughter, who was given! away in 
matriage to the lale Zamindar of Saptar. Since she assumed charge of the 
estate, all movements of public utility in Southern India and elsewhere 
have found in her a willing and ready sabseriber, The Government 
of India placed on record their high appreciation of her public 
benefactions by presenting her with a certificate of honour on the 
occasion of the coronation of JLis Imperial Majesty the late King Edward 
Vii. 

Prominent among her charilies are the hospital buill at ber cost at 
Bodinayakanur, the temples dedicated to Vigneswara and Sennarayaper u- 
mal, and a chattram, She laid the foundation-stune of the Victoria 
Momorial Lower Secondary School and the Reading Room, and contri« 
buted liberally towards them. ‘The site on which these institutions are 
located is also a gift of hers. ‘The assignment of a fresh plot of 
ground for the construction of a suitable building for the Victoria 
Memorial Secondary School, as the present one is found insufficient, 
may be of use for a Tigh School if the Secondary School were 
converted into such an institulion, she has caused the erection of 
a five-laniern post, called the Empress Mary Light, in front of her 
palaca, in memory of the Coronation Durbar held at Delhi in December 


19Lh, . 
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The Coronation of Their Imperial Majesties was fittingly celebrated 
by the reading of the proclamation, the feeding of Brahmins and the poor 
of all classes, the distribution of cloths to the poor, and of sweets and 
fruits to all school children, the opening of “impress Mary Light’ 
erected as a permanent memorial of the Coronatton, by iuminations 
and performances of pujas and the olfeting of prayers for Their Majesties! 
long life in all Devastanams, by taking in procession on an elephant the 
photo of Their Majesties, and by the distribution of pansupari, 

Tho Zamindarini is a noble, popular, and kind lady, 


SRI RAJA INUGANT] KASTURAMMA BAHADUR GARU 

ZAMINDARINI OF KIRLAMPUDI, (GODAVARL D'T,) AND 

OF ANNADEVARAPETTA AND PRAKKILANKA ESTATES 
(KRISEINA 11) 


The Zamindari of Kirlampudi in the Godavari District, owned and 
administarecdl by Sei tajah Kasturamma Bahadur, Zamindarini Garu, a 
pious and accomplished lady, well-known for her deeds of charity and 
generous disposition, once played an important part in the history of the 
Circars, ‘The estates of Annadevatapelta and Prakkilanka in the adjoining 
district, of Krishna also form part of the guntindari. Kirlampudi 
appears lo have once formed a portion of the larger estate of Peddapur 
belonging to the celebrated Vatchavaya family, and at one time compris 
sing nearlyone balfof the Rajahmundry Circar and extending from 
Tollapalli in the north to Nagaram Island in the south, Duritig the 
troublous times in the Decean, tt passed hands offen, al one time forming 
a portion of the well-known Pilapar estate, Ul finally came into the posses. 
sion of Inugant family, of which there are now three sections, the Zamin- 
dariui of Kirlampudi, the subject of this sketch, belonging to one of them, 

The two estates in the Krishna District, mentioned above, once 
formed partof the Kakatiya dynasty, By a sanad, daled 24-10-1809, 
they were granted by Sri Rajah Reddi Narasimha Devu Garo, (he Zamindar 
of Polavaram, to Sri Rajah Rao Niladri Rayanim Bahadur Gara, ‘The 
latter sold the eslates to his brothers-in-law, Sri Rajah Inuganti Papayya 
Bahadur Garu and Sri Rajah fnuganti Narasayya Bahadur Garu. ‘The 
first of these clied childless, and Sri Rajah Chinna Rayanim Bahadur Garu, 
a sonof the second, was the Zamindar till hig death, when his son, Sri 
Rajah Venkata Narasimha Rayanim Bahadar Garu, took charge of the 
eslate, Ite was known for his chartiable deeds, Te put up ,a_ big 
chouliry at Annavaram, sixteen miles from Kirlampudi. Lfe granted 
building sites freely to his ryols and founded a big village, Inuganti- 
varipetta, named after his family. His wife, Sri Rajah Venkayanima, 
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was equally well-known for her piety and charity, and a large garden of 
mango (rees near Kirlampudi stiff commemorates her oame. This 
Zamindar died in 1801 and was succeeded by hisson, Sri Rajah Rajagopala 
Venkatarama Chinna Rao Bahadur Garu, who inherited in full measure 
the family virtues of picly and charity. When some villages were swept 
away once by the floods of the Godavari, be came forward to relieve the 
suffering people and freely gave them inam lands lo found new villages, 
He put up a magnificent palace, known as Indramahal, surroundad by a 
beautiful garden for himself lo reside in, [Lis lamented death in November 
1906 prematurely cul uff his highly useful life, Unfortunately he left no 
issue and the estates have passed into the hands of his widow, the present 
Yamindarini, who comes from the well-known family of the Zamindars 
of Kalahasti, The administration of the estate reflects the greatest cradit 
on her managing powers, and she most usefully employs her great 
‘resources for the benefit of her ryots, She is a lady of rare accomplish- 
menis and tastes, She has studied Telugu literature extensively and bas 
a marvellous store of knowledge of the puranic lore of the country, 
Highly religions she finds ber greatest comfort in doing deeds of charity, 
She isa staunch Vaishnavite, When LIfis Jfoliness Sri Vanamamalai 
Swami camped al Dharmavaram, she bad the Chathurmasa Sankalpot- 
chavam celebrated on a lavish scale. She has shown her loyalty by 
fitlingly celebrating the last Delhi Durbar Day. No expense was spared, 
‘and everything was done on the joyous occasion to bring home to the 
people the vast benefits of British rule and to infuse into them a spirit of 
warm and loyal allachment to the person ol the King-timperor, Under 
her motherly care, the zamindari is prospering very well, 

At the village called Dharmavaram, two miles off from Kirlampudi, 
there is a Devaslanam containing the sacred shrine of Sri Rajagapala- 
swami belonging to the estale and well managed by the officials of the 
gamindarini Garu, ; 

In thework of administration she is most loyally assisted by 
her Manager, Mr, Panganamala Venkata Rao Garu, an able officer of 
long and good service, 


THY? HONOURABLE DIWAN BAHADUR 
V. RAMA BHADRA NAICK GARU ! 
ZAMINDAR OF VADAGARAL AND DODDAPPANAYAKKANUR 


The Honourable Diwan Bahadur V. Rama Bhadra Naick Garuis one 
of the most prominent noblemen of South India, As a representative of the 
zamindari interests of the Southern Group,he has, since 1910, been in the 
reformed Legislative Council of Madras. Of winning and affable manners 
and ever of a cheerful disposition, the TYonourable gentleman is a very 
popular and influential non-official member in the Council, He is looked 
upon as a model Zamindar in Southern India, and his economic and 
efficient management of his estate is Considered a good object lesson to 
the other Zamindars, In the Legislative Council his views are 
characterised by wisdom and broad-mindedness, and it is no exaggeration ta 
say (hat (he Honourable Mr, Rao Bhadra Naick is an excellent’ example 
of the aristocracy of Southern India, Ue represents the ancient house of 
Vadagarai, and ia the lineal descendant of the famous Kama Bhadra Naick, 

To trace the ancestry of the founder of (his welldenuwn ancient family 
we have lo go back to the events (hat had occurred three centuries ago, that 
is, tothe period when thd power of he once famous kingdom of Vijianagar 
was at ils eight, Rama Bhadra Naick 1 is said to have been a follower as 
well aga close relation of the well-known Kottiya Nagama Naick, the 
Revenue Collector and Commander of the Vijianagar army in the South. 
He was nest in rank only to Nagama, for he was appointed to remit money 
ftom the Pandya and Chola kingdoms which had been indebted to the King 
of Vijianagar and also lo provide the things needed for the office of Kottiyam, 
Nagama Naick, who was childless, went ona pilgrimage to Benares, when 
he appointed Ruma Bhadra Natck and the steward Ke-avappa Naick to the 
offices of Kotliyam and Karkoon respectively, On returning from his 
pilgrimage, Nagaina Naiek found that both of them had rendered faithful 
service in their respeelive posts, This won his esteem and regard, and 
ever afterwards he tried to further their prospecls, In the meanwhile, 
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Nagama Naick was blessed with a child, who was named Viswanatha 
Naick. During this time, Virasekhara Chola, King of Tanjore, led an 
expedition against Chandrasekhara Pandya, King of Madnra, and captured 
his dominions, on account of which, he went to the King of Vijianagar and 
sought refuge under him, Thereupon, the King directed his Commander, 
Nagama Naick, to help Chandarsekhata Pandya in getting back his lost 
dominions, Accordingly, Nagama Naick, wilh an army, defeated the Chola 
king, expelled him and reinstated Chandrasekhara, with the advice and 
immediate help of his Lieutenant, Rama Bhadra Naick. Nagama Naick 
then demanded from Chandrasekhara the arrears of tribute due to the Viji« 
anagar Samasthanam, and left Rama Bliadra Naick as his depuly at Mad- 
ura, to collect the amount, Chandrasckhara pleaded inability to meet the 
demand as he was powerless to subdue his cousins, who lived at Thenkasi 
and Gangai Kondan, and who were a source of grent annoyance and trou. 
ble to him, He requested Nagama Naick to bring them to subjection, to 
take the reins of the administration into his hands, and to grant him an 
allowance. Agreeably lo (he wishes of Chandrasekhaia, Nagama Naick took 
charge of the Pandya dominions, crushed the disturbing elements, and, 
restored peace, While matters stood thus, Chandrasekhara repaiyed to 
Vijianagar and made a complaint against Nagama Naick., The latter got 
scent of this treacherous acl, and sent Rama Bhadra Naick to sce that no 
misrepresentations were made lo his sovereign lord, The King of Vijianagar, 
believing the reporls made by Chandrasekhara to be true, became incensed 
against Nagama Naick, for his having taken the management of the King. 
dom‘ol Pandya without any formal sanction from his sovereign, and issued 
an order for the immediate arrest of Nagama Naick, and (a mete outa 
condign punishment to him, Those surrounding the King remained silent 
withoulexecuting the mandate,when Viswanatha Naick, the gon of Nagama 
Naick, induced by Rama Bhadra Naick, offered: his services {to bring 
his father as a caplive and produce him befere the King, This 
roused the suspicion of the King, lest Viswanath should join his father and 
establish a rival kingdom, Viswanath solemnly pledged his word and 
promised the King that he would be true to the salt. Thereupon, he waa 
allowed to proceed against his father, At this slage, Rama Bhadra Naick 
again played the pait of a diplomatist by ‘advising Nagama Naick to 
surrender, Nagama was obstinate for a time, but eventually gave 
in, when he was taken captive and produced befare the King, who appre+ 
ciated the conduct of Viswauath, and made him Viceroy of all the Pandya 
Kingdoms, On perusing the deed of abdication made by Chandragek- 
hara, which he had written by his free will and consent, the King granted 
a reprieve to Nagama Naick, The diplomatic skill of Rama Bhadra Naick 
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and the prominent patl played by him in every crisis did not go in vain, 
Viswanatha Naick, iu recognition of his faithful serviee, made him Fouzdar 
(Military Governor and Collector of Revenue) of Madura. Just then, the 
Chola King: took possession of Kut bin and Guadalur which have since 
become very fertile parts irrigated bythe river Periyar. Rama Bhadra Naick 
and Viswanatha Naick proceeded against the aggressor and took bis fort by 
storm, when Rama Bhadia Naick pressed forward gallantly in spite of 
severe wounds which he had received on his cheele and on his forehead, 
and hoisted Nagsuma’s thig on (he ramparts of the Kumbum Fort, Highly 
pleased with the valour aud hetoism displayed by Rana Bhadra Naick, 
Viswanatha Naick conferred oo him the Palaiyam of Vadagarai in the Era of 
Salivahana 1356, Gorrespouding to 1184 A, 12,, and desired him to reside in 
that well-chosen spot which was dedicated to god Subramanya, It was, 
and ig, still a lovely place surrounded on all sides by a picturesque scenery 
and hallowed by religious sanctity, [t lies to the nacth of the Varahanadhi 
and is bounded ou the east by the Kamakshianiman temple, on the north by 
Kumbakarai, in the Vieaha inl Mopes, where is situated the temple of Malles« 
wara founded by the sage Agasthya, Later on, Viswanatha Naick, with his 
famous Minister, Ariyanayka Mudaliyar, created seventy-two Palayapats—— 
the most important political event of his ime, built seventy-two bastions 
all ronnd his fortress, aod assigned a bastion to each of the Polygars, 
According to this scheme Kama Bhadra Naiek was pit in charge of 
ong of the hastions to the right of Qhirumanjanavasal of (he temple, which 
post of honour he beld for Qventy yeas, Shortly afler this, Rama Bhadra 
Naick died, ‘The King deeply mourned the loss of such a race and faithful 
servant and distinguished relative wha had worked so zealously for his 
own as wollas bis fathers iolercats, aiviled Kanara Naiek and Macht 
Naick, the brother and the infant son of the deceased respectively, to his 
court, and directed the former to instal the latler in the place of his father, 
and lo take special care of him, Viswanatha Naick, the King, died, and was 
succeeded by his son, Krishoappa Naick, Machi Naick, in the meanwhile, 
cleared the forests, exeavaled (inks, and improved the estate in severay 
other waysala gieal cosh His rule lasted seventy-five years, Pe was 
succeeded by his paternal uncle's son, Rangappa Naick, who reigned fifty 
years. He was in his turn sueceeded by hig son, Machi Naick I. ‘The 
Kingdom of Madura was then under the sway of Thirumala Naick, the 
greatest af the Nuick Kings, who invited Machi Naick to spend same lime 
with him, On a eertain occasion, the King happened to be at the Mavinm« 
man ‘Theppakulam in the company of other Fouzdars and Polygars. 
Finding the ‘Theppakulain which was 400 yards square to be very spacions 
and wishing to teat the strength of {hose present, he praposed that cach 
80 


682 SITE RULING CHIEFS, NOBLIS AND ZAMINDARS OF INDIA 


one of them should try and sheot from the westera end so that his arrow 
might reach the eastern end of the tank, None but Machi Naick suceceded 
in the feat, The King therefore presented him with a village known as 
Pulimankombai, He returned to Vadagarai and spent a short time there. 
Directed by the King to join his Mivisler, Dalavai Ramappaiyar, he 
marched in 1638 with his forces against Sadeika Devar U, ihe rebellious 
Sethupathi of Ramnad, and eventually captured and brought hin to 
Madura, and kept him in prison there, Il is on account of this that 
Mr. J. H Nelson of the Madras Civil Service, in his Madura District Manual, 
observes!— 

The Chief of Vadagaai ** * all these make no obeisance of any kind 
to the ruler of Ramnad, 

The King highly complimented Machi Naick for his services, and sent 
him home with honours and valuable presents. Machi Naick Tl reigned 
fifty-five years, He was succeeded by his paternal uncle, Naranappa Naick, 
when Chockauadha Naick was the King of Madura. Between him and 
the Tanjore King there arose some family disputes. In this connection, 
Naranappa Naick was despatched by the King to join the Fouzdar Venka- 
fakrishnama Naick, and march against Tanjore in 1074, ‘The result was 
that the King of ‘Tanjore, Vijitraghava Naick, was defeated in battle and 
brought to Madura in chains, Naranappa Naick ruled for thiely five years, 
His successor was his infant son, Kumara Rama Bhadva Naick, whese 
mother, Bangaramma, was regent for ten years, When he came of age, 
the King of Madura was Vijiaranga Chockanadha Naick. Kumara Rama 
Bahadta Naick is still remembered at Vadagarai by a street culled after his 
name, and al Thenkarai by a mantapam constructed by him to the north 
east of the Balasubramaniaswami temple, The King cf Madura sent his 
Minister, Subek Manchal Naranappa Naick, lo Dindyul on the important 
migsion of thwatting the Mysoreans who attacked the place in 1741. 
Naranappa Naick convened a conference of the Polygars of that Province, 
and Kumara Rama Bhadra Naick was one of those that responded to the 
call, and attended the Durbar. As he was a distinguished personage, and 
a relation of the Naick King of Madura, Manchal Naranappa Naick offered 
him an equal seat and discoursed wilh him, but the Polygar of Gandama- 
nayakkanur prostiated himself before (he Minister, and though motioned to 
rise, he did not do so as-he had not noticed il, ‘Thereupon, Kumara Rama 
Bhadra Naick desired Gandama to rise. The latter (ook itas a deliberate 
offence ag he had not prostrated himself at the feet of Kumara Rania Bhadra 
Naick, This supposed humiliation rankled in’ the mind of Gandama, who 
gave incessant trouble to the Vadagarai Polygar, Evidenlly Kumara Rama 
Bahadra Naick was a contemporary of the King, Vijiaranga Chockanadha 
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aod tricd Haad Co frustrate the Mysorean allempt against Dindigul. Qneen 
Meenakshi, the lastof the Naick rulers, died in 1787 A.D, and her kings 
dom betame subject to the Mahommedan intrigues and the Mahratta 
invasions — Ln Che uidst of these disturbances, the Mysoreans, under the 
ambitions Nanjaraj, the Commande: -in-Chief, tried to wrest Dindigul from 
the Mahommedan Governor who had then a preearious bold on it, Ag a 
close relation of the old Naick family, of which there were yel living the 
degeuerle Bangara Chirumala and his son—the latter of whom had 
been adopted by Queen Meenakshi, Kumara Rama Bhadra greatly helped 
the Naick Minister, as stated above, in summoning the Polygar Chiefs to a 
couneil of war, Gandama Naick, one of them, who was already indignant at 
the superior airs assumed by Kumara Rama Bhadta, invaded his territory, 
cut off his head, and took the village of Kodivalarpatti, up to which proba- 
bly the Vadagarai territory extended, ‘This event is yel remembered in and 
around Periyakulain, and some of the streets in which Gandama’s forces 
halted even now go under the popular designation of Dandupalaiyam 
(nililary cantonmend), thus the reign of fumara Rama Bhadia Naick which 
lasted for twenty-one years, came to an end, His mantle fell on Kondama 
Naick, ‘The province of Dindigul, which was conquered by Cotouel Lang, 
was reslored to Tippu, in L784, under the treaty of Mangalore, Tippu 
appointed Sayyid Sabib as the Viceroy of Dindigul, and the latter ill-treated 
Kondama Naick, ‘The neighbouring Polygars took advantage of this, and 
gave them constant trouble. As the country was thrown inlo great con- 
lusion on account of the unbridled raids of the Mysorean army, Kondama 
Naick repaired to the hill fortress called Kalukkaiyadi (granary shaped) 
which ix still in exislanee on the Vellaigavi Hillx, on the slopes of the 
Pambar Forest, As the neighbouring Polygars were unfriendly lo bim, 
Kondamea Naick applied to the Polygar of Saptur far help, whose estate was 
then in the ‘Tiunevelly District, The latter, though of Kambalathar caste, 
readily complied with the request, drove the Mysorcans and the hostile 
Polygara, and reinstated the Vadagarat Polygar. Since then a strong 
feeling of brotherhood has heen established between the iwo families, and 
ithas becume a rule with the Vadagarai family to send a special invitation 
to the Zamindar of Saptur on marriage occasions. In commemoration of 
this bond of inion, the latter observes the custom of sending a sword and 
a horse by way of presents to the Zamindar of Vadagarai during the 
inslallation ceremonies, Kondama ruled for thirly-five years, and his son, 
Nagama Naick for half a century, Next came his son, Venkataswanii Naick 
otherwise known as Rama Bhadia Naick, and it was during his reign that 
Mr. 'T. 13. Hurdis setiled the egtate fora permanent beriz in 1802. 

' . Mt. Wyneh, in his report, dated 2th November 1/795, on the Dindigul 
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Province, said thal the Polygar of Vadagarai waa man of caste which was 
an unusual thing in that Distiicl, Chis simply emphasises the status ag 
. Well as the respectability of (he family which was closely allied to that of 
the Naick Kings, 

Kondama Naick If, the next Zamindar, wits in charge of the estate far 
four years, from [806 to [8L0, Tle was suceceded by his son, Moenayaswami 
Rama Bhadra Naick, whe ruled from 1810 to 12. He presented to the 
Periyakulam Varadarajaswami temple a hig brass dhiruvach? on which 
figures of himself anc his mother are engraved. [le was succeeded by his 
brother, Rama Bhiadra Nwck HL, Un 1856 the valuable forests and a major 
porlion of the estate were seized by the Government of Madras for the 
arrears of peshcush amounting to Rs. 22,000, Rama Bhadra Naick ruled 
from 188 to 1864 with much lact and wisdom. [le was a great fiend of 
Sir Henry Levinge, Collector of Madura, and first of the European set(lers 
al Kodaikanal. The latier’s regard for the Zamindar was so great that he 
kept up correspondence with him even after lis retirement, from the estate 
of his brother, Baron Levinge, Knockdrin Case, Westmeath, Ireland. The 
Zamindar also enjoyed {he special friendship of Mr. Rouse Petar, the 

. Collector, who presented him with a valuable shawl, on the 26th December 
1826, in appreciation of his skill in elephant hunting, and the gift is still 
preserved in the family. Ue was succeeded by his son, Venkataswami 
Naick, in 864. His services during the great famine of 1876-77 were much 
appreciated by the Government of Madras, MWe was a handsome man 
with a commanding stature. When a Governor of Madras visited Kadai- 
kanal, be was so struck with {he noble demeanour and majestic appears 
ance of the Zamindar that he was pleased lo grant Lim the first interview, 
He enjoyed the privilege of allending the reception al Madura accorded 
to His late Majesty King Edward VIL, who, as Prince of Wales, visited 
that historic city in 1876, Elisson, the Honourable Diwan Bahadur 
V. Rama Bhadra Naick, is the subject of this account 

He was born al Vadagarai on the 23rd December 18738, During his 
minorily the estate was managed by the Cout of Wards. When he wa% 
len yeaisof age, he was sent to Madura for his education, Though he 
lost his father in his boyhood, he was fortunate in being entrusted by Mr, 
Crole, then Collector, to the guardianship of the late Mr, Siva Subba 
lyer, of a respectable family, who spared no pains iu moulding the 
character of his ward, He matriculated in $191 with Sanskrit as his 
second language, and compleied the Virst in Arts course in 1898, His 
scholastic career was so bright that the late Principal, Mr, 8, Venkoba- 
chariar, of the Madura College, characterised him as a mode? student, and 

as of opinion thal be wag an example lo his brother Zamindars, He 
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could not continue lus college studies as the Court of Wards, constituted 
as it then was, could nol manage the estate after he had atlained his 
majority in (80. He married the next year, and the elder of his two 
sons was born on the 2st December 189% He has devoted his life to 
pubhe service. He is a great patron of learning and education. tim. 
self a good Sausktit scholar, he encourages the study of Sanskrit and 
many a Sanskrit work, as Kuvalayananda Karika by Mr P,R, Subrimanya 
Sarma, was dedicated to hint and brought out under hig patronage. A 
translation of the Vedanta Sutra by thesame gentleman was similarly 
published, U¢ has patronised many other usetul publications in dnglish 
and im the Vernaculars. 

In the management of his estate, he takes the keenest interest, and is 
ar enthusiast in the matter of introducing improved methods of agricullure 
and in planting trees. One of the firstacts on bis assuming charge of the 

~gamindari was the estiblishment of a model agricultural farm. In the 
Madras Agricullatal and Industrial Exhibition ot 190d, the exbibits from 
the farm were very much appreciated and the Inspector in charge was given 
asilver medal Yo the provincial Agricultural and Indusirial Exhibition 
held in Madura in 1906, and tothat heldin the same town and in 
Tinnevelly in the following year, be lent his active support and received 
a silver medal for the excellence of hig exhibits, 

Tis speeches as Chairman of the Reception Committee of the Group 
Conference held at Madara in October 1918, and as President of the 
Coimbatore Agricultural College Union‘in July 1912, and the introduction 

"he has written to the book, entitled “A Guide to South Jadian Agriculture,” 
by Mrich Kamalkshi Rao Nimbalksr, and dedicated to G. E, Lord Carmi-« 
chael, Governor of Bengal, his paper on Kappilian (Cumbum) breed sent to 
Mr. Sampson, Special Oificer deputed for Cate guevey, and his evidence 

sbefore the Forest Gommitlee, are marked by practical common sense and 
an earnest desire to improve (he agticultural industries of the country, 

The Victoria Memorial lligh School at Periyakulam, started to 
commemorate the august reign of Tler "Majesly Queen Victoria, is under 
the wise and generous guidance af the Zamindar, who, as its President and 
Manager, spares neither time nor money in its management, The present most 
satisfactory condilion of this institution is chiefly duc to his liberality, and 
the Government justly appreciated his service in (he cause of education by 
granting him a certificate of honour on the Coronation Day of Edward 
VIL in 1908 at Delhi, ‘The school is now located in a fine building at a 
cost of Rs, 20,000, the major portion of il being borne by him, On the 
day the Zaminda sent his elder gon to school for the first time in 1902, 
he made a gift of the sife on which the High School stands. He maintains 
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a model Primary School of his own al Vadagaratn In tecognition cf his 
services in the cause of cdrealion, 1, 2. Su Arthur Lawley, as Chancellor 
of the Univeisily of Madras, nominated han a Fellow thereol. Oe has in- 
slituled annual prizes lo some of the successfal students of the Madura 
College, and Meenakshi Gisls? School, Madura Many poor students of the 
Madura District and elsewhere, find in hin a ready and willing patron, 
He lakes warun interestin the well-being of the Native College, Madura, af 
which he is one of the most distinguished alumm, and itis Uhrough bis 
efforis that the Native College Day has become a permanent institution, 
Ye has been on the Visiting Committee of the Newinglon Institution, 
Madras, for the last cight years, and the Government of Macias have 
praised hin fot his services and have selected him as a member of the 
Rajkumar College Committee. He isa prominent member of the Madras 
Central Agricultural Committee and an honorary visitor fo the Coimbatore 
Agucultural College. Te was instuumental in founding the prize, called 
“ Lawley's Prize,” to the best student of the said college (o commemorate 
the interest evinced hy His Excellency Su Atthur Lawley in’ stacting the 
institution, We isa member of the Telugu Academy, the Cosmopolitan 
Clubs at Madras and Madura, and the Union Clubs at Madura and 
Periyakulam, ‘ 

His administration of the Periyakulam Municipal Council, of which 
he has been Chanman since 1904, has been a marked success. The good 
work done, and the eneigy and pyblic spiril displayed hy him, have won 
from (he successive Collectars of the Disinet, and the Government of 
Madras, wart appreciation, ‘The revenues of the Mumeipal Council have 
risen from Rs, 23,000 to about Ry, 42,000, and he dserves lo be congra. 
tulaled on the other :esulls achieved, 


The important Water Works at Periyakulam, which bive cost the | 
Municipal Council ks, 2,30,000 were, through his efforts, brought to a sues 
cessful completion on the 4th June 1912, ‘The supply of water is a grea) 
boou to the lown on account of ils purity and lizhiness, Ile is fortunate 
in having scen the execution of the Irrigation Work, called ' Benjam 
Lake,” formed (o the north-west of Kodaikanal hill station, (0 supplement 
irrigation and the water works, 


When Colonel Pennycnick was in charge of the great Periyar Wate 
Works, his long-cherished object of bridgmy the nmpartant rivers, Varaha 
and Pambar, in Petiyakulam, and the Vaigai iver near Kunnur, could 
not be carried oul for virions reasens, Bul the slenuous efforts made by 
the Zamindar in his capacily as Member of the Legislalive Councu and as 
Chairman of the Periyakulam Municipal Council, induced the Government , 
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of Madiats and the Disticl Board of Maduia to sanction the bridging of 
(hese rivers, ata cost of two lakhs of rupecs 

The Municipal Hospital to be built shortly, at his instance, on modern 
lines, by getting a liberal grant from the Government of Madias to the 
extent of about sixty thonsand rupees, will add beauty to the place and 
bring health to the down and the surrounding villages, le wags suocess- 
fulin obtaining a sanitary giant of about a lakh of rupees from the 
Government during a period of four years for removing the congestion 
from the manicipal town and acquirmg house sites for extension, 

Althe end of 1909 the Southern Zamindars elected bim almost un- 
animously to represent hem in the Madras Legislative Council, Since he 
took his seaton the dth Jauuary 1910, he has worked heart and soul to 
farther the interests af his constitacnis, Elis courtesy, forbearance, and just 
sense of proportion have combined in carning for him both from Govern- 
mentand bis co-legislators not only their patient hearing but also loyal co- 
operation, ‘The Maharaja of Venkatagwi, the President of the Landholders' 
Association, Madras, has recorded his opinion in the following terms i— 
“fam glad you are willing to stand for re-election to the Council. I hope 
that the excellent services you have rendered in the past as a representa- 
tive of Zamindars in (he Counc will be appreciated by the Zamindars 
and that yau wil be returned to (he Council once again to continue your 
good work” En sccnguition of the good work done by him in the Council 
during his first term, be was unanimously lected by his constituents 
again in December 1912, He took his seat in January 1913 for the second 
term, Ue has been evincing very great interest in his duties as a legislator, 
and hig constituents are highly satisfied with him, 

He holds the hereditary Dharmakarthaship of the Malaimel Vaidya~ 
nathaswami lemple, situated on a beautiful hillock, ftom where one can 
comautnd a view of the whole of the green paddy fields and lovely tanks 
in the village. Iv July 1912, Sir $. Subrahmanya Lyer, President of the 
Dharma Rakshana Sabha, and the Honoutable Mr. Sivaswami lyer, then 
Advocate General, selected the Zamindar as one of the members of the 
Rameswaram Nuvastlanam Comnuttee (o represent (he non-Brahmin 
communilics of the Madura and Ramnad Districts, His work in this 
direction is chataclerigt¢ of his zeal and ea: nestness, 

He wag 1 Madras in 1906 to meet their present Majesties when they 
visited it as Prince and Princess of Wales and had the privilege of being 
presented to them. ln appreciation of his public services he wag made a 
Rao Bahadur in 1908, ‘The Government of Madras chose him to represent 
the Zamindars of North and South groups al the Delbi purbar of (911, at 
which function he was present and was accurded the rare henour of paymg 
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his homage to Their Imperial Majesties, He then won the distinction of 
Diwan Bahadur, and a Durbar Medal, and his son, who had accompanied 
him, was a page to H. 1, Lord Carmichael, then Governor of Madras, 

His plan for the formation of a Co-operative Bank to help Zamindars 
has been favourably received by the Land- Holders’ Association, and if it is 
approved of by the Government, it is likely todo immense good to those 
concerned, 

The Zamindar is well known for his piety and charilable disposition 
and for his substantial aid to almost all the public institutions and move. 
ments in South India, He is a most loyal subject of His Mayesty, 
After the purchase of the Doddappanaikkanur Zamindari, he is the owner 
and proprietor of 20,000 acres of dry, wet, and forest lands in both the 
estates, 

As (the Hon’ble) Mr. Francis has officially recorded in the District, 
Manual, “te has since December 190-4 distinguished himself ag a patron 
of education, a protector of beautiful topes, planted by his forbearsin the 
neighbourhood, and an experimentor in scientific agriculture, and (he 
Chairman of the Periyakulam Municipal Council’, not lo speak of the 
larger influence he wields in the higher sphere of public life in Southern 
India as a respected member of the Madras Legislative Council, That he 
is one of the finest specimens of Zamindars in the Presidency of Madras 
there are.no two opinions,. He is still comparatively young, and South 
India may continue to enjoy the benefits of his services far several decades 


{o come, 
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DIWAN BAHADUR 
MUTHURAMASWAMI KALINGAROYAR AVERGAL 
ZAMINDAR OF UTTUKULI (COIMBATORE DISTRICr) 


The old records connected with the historytof Kalingaroyar’s family 
were somehow or other lost during the lroublous times of Tippu sultan 
of Mysore. What little we have, was gathered from ald writings, and 
traditions, and Olugu accounts by Muthu Ramaswami Kalingaroya Kavun- 
dar, the thittesnth Polygar of Uttukuli, written on cadjan leaves as Vamsa- 
vali Kyyeiton the 2th Panguniin the year Visu, and which is still 
preserved by his suceessors, 

During the ime of Authondai Chakravarthi, one of the Chola kingsy 
one Kalingan of sathanthai Gothram (a very ancient family), was the 
ruler of PerianadusNaduemandalam, which was occupied by the Vellalars, 
a powerful community in Chose days, Aulbondai Chakravarthy, with the 
help of the Chera and the Pandya Kings, took possession of Nadumandalam, 
and with a view to disperse these Vellalars from their stronghold, he sent 
some of them with Chera, and some with Pandya, when Sathanthai Kalin« 
gan accompanied Cheia lo Konganadu, 

Another tradition is that they were sent as presents to the Chera King 
Whatever it was, it 
At that time, this 


who married the Chola Princess, numed Rishabadri. 
iscertain that they once migrated to Konganadu, 
country was mostly covered wilh dense forests, and was divided into 
twenty-four portions. 

Pundurai, one of the divisions, consisting of thirty-two villages, was 
beslowed on Sathanthai Kalinga Kavundar, He was made Chief of that 
place, with Vellodu as his capital, He constructed a temple there, and 
dedicated it to Padagavalli Nachiar, Tle went lo his brother-in-law, 
Pannaikulathan al Karar and proposed his daughter for Ins own son. 
The betrothal was made, buta slight incident occurred which caused the 
During his stay, the cook of the bride's 


postponement of the marriage. 
or fine sige should be cooked 


parly asked his master whether coarse 
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for the guests. Ie repled in jest what matters itil you cook coarse 
rice or fine rice for the people living in dry lands? cook anything.” Being 
ollended at this remark, Sathauthai Kalinga Kavundar, with his party, left 
the place immediately, saying that be would macry his daughter after he 
could raise wet crops in his lands, On his retun to bis capital, with a 
dejected heart, he prayed to his tutelary deity for the grant of wet lands 
and retired lo bed, Ele vowed a life of penance till his prayer was granted, 
and left bis beard to grow in token of his vow, An old Brahmin appeared 
in hig dream and asked him lo open a channel from the Bhavani river in 
the direction of a serpent that would guide him. Me instantly woke up 
and his eyes lighted upon a serpent gliding before him. He followed it 
tor seventy miles (seven kathams), When it stopped near Kodumnudi on the 
Bhavani river, ! here he began the channel and made ready lo construct 
adam with slones brought fromthe Urachi Hills, But it was obstructed 
by Vellai Vetiu Polygar on the ground that the land in question was his 
own, Tis objection was overcome, and an anicut and a channel as far 
as Kodumudi were built alan cnormous cost, They were named alter te 
serpent Kalingau Chaunel and Anicut, All the diy lands of Pundurai 
division were then converted into wet Jands, Since he was the founder of 
the Kalingan Channel and anicut, he added to his name the appellation 
of Kalingan and also called the paddy that was grown in his fields as 
Kaliugan paddy. As his object was fullilled, he went again to Karur 
and celebrated his son’s marriage according to his promise, Ife then 
came back to his country and lived with his family in peace and plenty, 

One day Sathanthai Kalinga Kavandar fell fast asleep in fatigue, when 
a barber came and shaved him deep in slambers, When he awoke he was 
very much pleased with the barbet and asked him whathe wanted, He 
replied that something should be done to commemorate his name. 
According to his request Sathanthai Kalingan founded a village near 
Kalingan anicul, and called it after him as Nanithapalayam, and 
granted it to him as a frechold,, Kalingan channel and anicut are said to 
have been constructed abunt 2000 years of Kaliyuga Sakaplam, and stone 
statues of Kalinga Kavundan and the serpent were placed near (he anicut, 
and festivals and pujas were performed by his) descendants and other 
ryols, 

The name of Kalinga Kavundar became famous in these parts and 
he grew in power as time went on, But the Patlagars of the other 
twenty-lhree divisions of Konganadu became jealous of him and de. 
clined to bestow equal honours oa and grant equal seats to bim, oa the 
score that only Kavalikkanadu was given to bimand nol Pundurai division; 
so he became disgusted wilh (hem, went to his place, Mavabkkanadu, near 
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the Anunatai hills, bolt some huts and lived there with his family and 
cattle, 

Pundurai wats Sard to have been in the possession af Kalingan’s family 
Ul the mie of the twenty-third Polygar, At that time Mysore had sway 
over these paris and money (ribule was levied. An army from Mysore 
stauioned ilsell al Salyamangalan and began to worry the Polygar for it’ 
maintenance, As their demands were not mel, they annexed all the places 
near the Bhavani river, 

The Polygae went to the Royar Samasthanam to recover all his Jost 
hononts, and waited there tor Uwelve years without being able to sce hun. 
He became vere much disheartened, and went loa Kali temple situated 
fo the south of the path leading to Penukoudapatlanam, prayed to the 
goddess to relieve him from his distress, and then fell asleep, ‘The 
goddess appeared in his dream and said “ Royar's gon became insane 
twelve days ago } lake some sacred ash from the temple aud sprinkle it on 
the insane prince and he wilt at once recover from his malady. Royar will 
then send lor you: and ratify your wishes’. He did so, and the prince 
recovered his lost fucully and went to the palace {ree from his malady, 

Devaroyar, Who was then the ruler of Peaukonda Vijianagar, al 
vnee sent for the wan who cured his son ef his distemper, and 
granted him the tie of Roya in perpetuity, made him the Chief of Kavali- 
khanadu, and granted him a sannad, with all the honours andinsignia of 
royally, to tule over that part of (he country. He returned to the place 
where he had left his family and catde near Anaimalai side, cleared the 
forests, formed a village, and called it UMnkul Tlook ils name from 
water pits ov springs sunk by his shepherds for bis cate (Ultu—spring 
and Kulmpil), There he built his palace and began lo rule the country 
asthe Polysar af Udukuli, 

. Another version of the ongin of Ultukult Palayam is alo mentioned. 
Afler Vellai Vetlu Polyyar was dviven away from his country by Sathanthai 
Kalingan, he went wilh his followers and settled neac the Anaimalai Hills 
Huy descendants began to harass the people of the adjacent countries, 
when an enquiry was made by Devaroyar, (he then ruler of Penukonda- 
pattanam, as to the person that subdued Vellai Vetturan. When Nianjia 
Kalinga Kavandan, the younger son of Kalinga Kavnndan, went and saw 
Devaroyar at his Court the latter comasanded him to go to Anaimalat 
side, subdue Vellai Vetturan’s descendants, take possession of all. the 
places occupied by them, converl the forests into villages and become the 
Polygar of that place. Accordingly le drove them away, cleared the forests, 
founded a village called Ullukuli, and established himself as the Polygar of 


Uttukuli. we ; 
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The Orst) Polygar of  Ottubuli, Kalingaroya  Kayundar, made 
a pilgrimage fo all the sacred places in the South and distri: 
buted gifts, He bull a temple and conseerated it ta the goddess 
Agathuramman, He reclaimed all the lands in’ his Palayam, dug up 
wells and channels for irigation purposes, and ruled over his country 
with glory and happiness, ‘he country at that lime eartended 
forty miles from east to west and wenty miles from north 
to south and was bounded on the north by Milaipallauy, on the east by 
Thalakkaraipallam of Ponkulikkinadu, on the south by Nallarkkanadu 
Palar, and on the west by Kampalaturat Manali river. 

Little or nothing of importance is mentioned about the Polygars from 
the second to the eighth in the line as they ruled peacefully under the 
authority of the Royars, 

Al the time of the ninth Polygar, Nanjut Kalingaroya Kavundar, 
Viswanalha Naick was reigning as the king of the Pandiyan country. 
All the Polygars attended his Court and paid homage wo him, But five 
Rajahs built five forts in Tinnevelly and defied bis authority, At the 
command of tle Naick, Nanjia Kalingsroya Kavundar went against 
them, besieged their forts, and brought their heads as a sign of his victory 
and placed them before the Naick, He was much pleased with his 
valour and bravery and called him as the valiant (Pacakrama) Nanjia 
Kalingaroya Kavundar, appointed him as the commander of the fifty. first 
Kothalan or fort, and assigned (he palayam asa (ree Jaghir. ‘Chis state 
of affairs continued till the cighteenth Polygar. 

The Polygars from the nineteenth lo the twenty-third were obliged to 
guard the country below the ghats, which was under the sway of both 
Madura and Mysore Samasthanams, When it was entirely brought 
under the control of the Mysore Samasthanam, the twenty-third 
Polygar, Nanjia BKalingaraya Kavardar, paid iv visil to Immudi Raja 
Wadiyat, ils rulers As Coorg (Kudagn) was then opposing Mysore, he 
commanded the Mysore army and subdued the 1uler of Coorg. 
Raja Waciyar was delighted with his heroism, gave hina gold gilt palane 
quin and other presents, and fixed a peishcush of 770 pons for the nine 
villages of the Palayam, ‘The Polygars had then under them 5,000 foot 
men and 5,000 hossemen and one Kadagam of elephants, They stationed 
themselves al Anaimalai, captured elephants and supplied them to the palace 
and were also guarding Anaimalai and Marchinaickenpaliem. In consi« 
deration of these services, the Polygars were allowed lo levy lolls on goods. 
passing through their country. Changes in the Sainasthanams brouglit 
on troubles to the Polygars, When the twenly-sixih Chief was deprived of 
half of his Kaval or guard. Ee was also defeated ing.a battle with the 


a 
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Rajah of Kallikola (Calicut) at Enapall, but the toll was levied till the lime 
of the Awenly-eighth Polygar. 


Ibis an open secret that oppression and harassment became the order 
of the day duting the timeof ‘Tippu Sullan. ‘The twenty-ninth Polygar 
who assuived charge of the estale on the dth Masi of the yea Virodikrudu, 
Kaliyuga L80t, was much harassed by Tippu Sultan and bis army, when he 
seataway all the members of his family to Bombay, and remained alone 
in Uttukuli anxiously wating for the Kast India Company's rule, In the 
year Sitharthi, Major Commander Samusam Ali Sahib of the Palghat 
fort, Sithi Olu Sahib Durai, the head of the Bombay Fouadars, and Gen- 
eval Oey Sahib were very kind to him on account of his loyalty to the 
British Government, and on the assumption of the rule over that country 
by the Last India Company he was granted a sannad as the Polygar of 
Uttukuli on payment of seven-tenths of the revenue to the Company. 
Since then the Polygars have been in peaceful possession of their 
Palayam. 

Muthukrishoaswami Kalingaroya Kavundar, the thirty-first Polygar, 
who was boro in 1832, directed bis atlention towards the improvement of 
his estale, He acquired large lacts of land in Anaimalai and Marchinaick- 
enpalayam villages, and bought two villages in the Cochin territory, vfa., 
Thaniapadaw ind Mecnalchipuram, and made some additions to the 
palace. When he was young, his mother, Nanjia Ammial, had‘ a large 
terraced building constructed in Ambarampalayam out of her pockel money 
and made it a chatlran: for the weary Wravellers, Tle died when he was 
Jorly-two years old, on the 23rd April 1871, leaving behind him two sons. 
The elder son, Sivasubramanya Thirumurthi Kalingaroya Kavundar, was 
born in (852, He picked up some English under private (utors, bul was 
a good scholar in Tantif, He succeeded his father in 1874 and remained 
in charge of the estate for only seven yeats, as his life was cul shot early 
in 1881, He added another village by purchase to what his father had 
acquired in Cochin, and look special interest in the management of his 
Devastanam, aa he was much inclined towards religion and philosophy, 
He had always aa asseutbly of leacned Pandits and Vedantius about 
him and was finvestigating the highest truths of life. As he was 
engaged in Vedantic study, he was called “Vedanta Durai”. He left no 
heirs. 

The present Zamindar of Uttukuli is the thirly-third in descent and 
is the second son of the thitly-first Poligar. He was born on the 2dth 
January L864, and had a very narrow eseape from the atlack of small-pox 


in his childhood, 
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During his boyhood be was placed nader vious private tutors, but 
paid very litle attention to study and was always bent upon play and 
games, Ie had a great love for horses and dogs and maintained a oum- 
her of them. He spent his time in hunting, wrestling and gymnastic ex. 
ercises, and was also an intrepid rider besides being a over of music. [He 
nolooly learnt: music himself but also sent for the best musicians from 
other places and encouraged them wrth liberal presents, 


His elder brother died in his twenty-second year and left no heirs, 
and so he succeeded him in bis cighteenth year (1881), when he began to 
realise his position and responsibilities, Te lost no time in placing him- 
helf under the tuition of Mr, Wright, a retired Kurasian Inspector of 
solice, who was once a School Master, and diligently set himself to work 
Pard, By constant association with him and lus family he learnt to talk 
and wrile English well and became conversant with the etiquetle of high 
circles, both English and ludian, Ife formed the acquaintance of many 
European and Indian gentlemen anc frecly mixed in their society, He 
made large additions to hisaucestral palace wh-ch was af antique design, 
formed a well laid-oul garden anda small menagerie, and built a bung- 
alow with play grounds and a billiard rvom and called it “fhe Golden 
Grove’. In making these improvements, he was much assisted by one of 
his employees, Mr, Nanu Pillai of Trivandram, This budding is more or 
less reserved for the distinguished visilors and fiends yoing to Uttubulis 
the birth of a son and heir to his estate took place on the L2th Apri 
1894, in response to the wishes and prayers of his devout (anantry, and it 
proved a turning point in the career of his life. He then took personal 
interest in the management of Lhe estate, regularly set apart hours for his 
office work, systematised the accounts and beeught everything: into 
working order, By his tact and skull he sbowed an increase of 
revenue in his estate to the extent of Rs. 20,000, In 18) Samatur, 
Zamindari was encumbered to the extent of thimty thousand rupees, 
and the then Zamindar being the nearest relation of the Zamindar of 
Uttukali, entrusted the management of his estate and the care of his 
minor son to the latler, We removed himself to Udukuly with his 
family and was entirely under (he support and protection of the Uttukuli 
Zamindar. It wes also his express wish that bis minor sen should 
marry the Zamindai’s daughter, At tus stage the Zamindar of Samatur 
died on the 1th November 1895. Mr. Bradley, Colleclor of Coim- 
batore, recommended to the Government that the management of 
the estate of the Jale Zamindar of Samatur and Kotlampatti: should 
continue in the hands of the Uttukuli Zamindar, The Government 
approved il, and the encumbered estate was entrusted to (he Zantindar, By 
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his prudent management be was able to augment the iacome of the estate 
of Samatue by Rs. 5,000 per aunum, diseharged the whole debt in the 
course of about eight years and left a surplus after spending Rs, 3,000 
for repairing irigadion works, Rs. 5,000 for improving the Zamindar’s 
palace, and Ws, 8,000 for the minor's marriage with his daughter on the 
17th November WOT, The estate was formally handed over to him in 
1902, 

After the demise of the tale Zamindar of Mywedi, the estate was 
placed under the guardianship of the District Judge; and at his request 
the Zamindar of Uttikuli took up ils management oo the dth February 
1898, He served for sometime in the Disthict ani Taluk Boards and took 
keen interest in their affairs, He has been an honorary visitor to the 
Agricultural College and Research Institute at Coimbatore for the last 
five years. }is able management of his estate and lus interest in public 
matters procured hin the awards of certificates of honour from. the 
Government of Madras on two occasions, 

Among his donations and contributions to movements of public utility 
may be mentioned his subscriptions of Rs. 500 towards the construction of 
the new hospital at Coimbatore in 1970, Rs, 1,000 for constructing an 
operation shed in the Veterinary Taspital at Coimbatore, Rs, 300 towards 
the Edward VJ1 Memorial Fund, and Rs. 250 towards the construction of 
a building (or the YoM.C. A, at Coimbatore. [or the last two or three 
years he hag been paying contiibuuion for awarding one gold medal in his 
name and two silver medals in the name of his eldest son to the success 
ful students of the Velerinary College al Madras, As a patron of learning 
and literature, he opened in 1912 an clementary School at Uttukuli for the 
benefil of the children ai his zamin and gave a donation of Rs. 3,000 for 
the construction of a School buildiag, and a monthly contribution — of 
Rs, 20 for the mafnlenance of the school, [nthe sung year, he presented 
the Municipal Hospital, Coimbatore, with an S-tay apparatus costing about 
six hundred rupees, In 118, he contributed Rs, 1,000 towards the 
Funds of dhe Comubatore College, and paid Ks, 1,L00 from his own pockel 
and collected ts, 3,000 from bis community Cewards the openmg of the 
Public Park al Counbatore, 

The Zamindar is unassuming and simple in his mannerg, Heis known 
lobe a culturedand enlightened gentlaman of his community, JTe 1s 
very fund and is easily accessible to all, Ge always sympatiises with 
his tenants and helps them as far as possible, The poor and the, needy 
find a patron iv him, Wuring the outbreak of plague in and around 
Uttukult in August (910, the,Zamindar assisted his tenants with money 
and grain as wellas building materials, Chis and similar acts of 
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generosity have made him popular with the ryots and other classes of 
people with whom he comes in contact He is a loyal subject of the 
British Government and commemorates the political ovents in a tangible 
form so as to benefit his tenants al (he same time, 

Ainong the conferees of the birth-day honours in 1913, the Zamindar 
of Uttukuli was the recipient of the well-meriled dislinelion of Diwan 
Bahadur, At the public durbar held at Coimbatore on the 21st September 
1913, the Collector of the District, presenting the sanad, observed t-~ 

I need hardly say much about our (tiend, Me Ramaswami Kalinga Royar, 
the Zamindar of Ulukuli, He stands out typical of what we would like the 
great landholders of this country to be, Though educated, he does not 
despise agriculture, He is a shrewd and hird-working administrator of his 
vast estate and has developed its possibilities toa very high degree; at the 
same lime he is a greal friend of his tenants, He has taken a leading part in 
all public movements, His public benefactions are many and useful and 1 
need nol weary you with alist of them, At the sumz time, the Zamindar is 
most modest and retiring. He represented this distefet at the Delhi Durbar 
at considerable expense lo himself, 
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THE ZAMINDAR OF SALUR 


SRI RAJAU LAKSH MINARASIMHA SANYASI RAJU 
PEDA BALIAR SIMHULU BAHADUR GARU 
ZAMINDAR OF SALUR 


Salur is one of the ancient zamiudaries inthe Vizagapalam District, 
Madras Presidency, and it appears to have been granted by Visvambhara 
Deo of Jeypore to a Chieftain of the Kshalua caste. Asa mark 
of appreciation of the extraordinary valour shown by him, he was offer- 
ed the lofty tile of “Peda Baliar Simha,” which means a_ great 
mighty lion, 

The vamindari was enjoyed by the grantee and his successors for 
sometime, and passed to the Rajah of Vizianagram when Jeypore made 
over to him all the old hill zamindaries. At the time of the fitst selile- 
menlof the English, Sanyasi Raju was the holder of the zamindari; and 
when he raised a rebellion against Vizianagram, the northern porticn of his 
estate known as “ Makkuwa Paragana” fell to his foe, Misfortunes then 
clustered round the zamindari and its holders, Sanyasi Raju died in 
1774, and his eldest gon, Ramachandia Raju, afler an interregnum of 
twenty-two years, obtained a cowle for the whole zamin in 1796, After 
taking chatge of the zamindari, Ramachandra Raju sub-rented the Mak- 
kawa Paragana lo hisilirst cousin, Chandrasekhara Raju, lixing the rent at 
Rs, 14,000/-a year, Bul the cowle granted by him was indefinite as to its 
period, Subsequently, Chandrasekhara Raju claimed the whole of the Mak« 
kuwa Paragana as his absolute property, asserling that it hacl been granted 
to his father by Ananda Gajapathi Raj of Visianagram and by Vikrama 
Deoaf Jeypore and produced some: documents in support of bis conten- 
tion, though their authenticily was seriously questioned by Sanyasi Raju. 
He wanted to have the Paragana permanedtly setlled in his favour and to 
obtain a permanent sanadin his name; but his allempls in this 
direction proved futile, The District Officers, who had to deal with this 
very important question, were fully convinced (hat, as the request of Chand. 
raackhara Raju wWas“tnreasonable, it would be quite unjust fo comply 
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with and make Makkuwa a separate zumindart, Ramachandra Raju died 
in 1801, and a permanent selllement was made wilh his son, Sanyasi Raju, 
for the whole zamindari of Salur including the Mualkuwa Paragana at an 
annual pesheush of Rs, 36,000/-cntirely ignoring the claims of Chandray 
sekhara Raju. Subsequent to this, Chandrasekhara Raju filed a civil suit in 
the Vizagapalam Zilla Adalal Court against Sanyasi Raju for the recovery 
of Makkuwa Paragana. ‘There again he was unsuccessful, Thus the perma. 
nent setilement made with Sanyasi Raju in 1801 was judicially confirmed, 
Sanyasi Raju was suceceded in 1830 by his son, Narayana Ramachandra 
Raju. He died in {846,and as his son, Sanyasi Raju, was then a minor, 
the eslate was managed by the Court of Wards during bis minority, 
He attained his majority in 1854 and held the reins of the management 
of the zamindari for fifleen years and died in 1869. His only son, 
Jagannadba Narayana Ramachandra Raju, was a minor, and the estate 
had to pass a second time under the management of the Court of Wards. 
On his coming of age in 1880, he assumed charge oC his cstale and, 
alter a peaceful and uneventful management for Courteen years, died at 
Salur in 1894, leaving a minor son, who is the present Zamindar, 


The present Zamindar is the tenth in descent from the founder of 
the zamindari and the fifth from Sanyasi Raju wilh whom the permanent 
seltlement was made and fo whom the Sanad-i-MilkiabIstimirar was 
granted. He was born on the 28th May 1888, and way brought up in the 
fort at Salur till his father’s death in September 1894, As he was then a 
minor, the estate was for the third lime taken under the management of 
the Court of Wards, Te thus had the opportunity of foing to Madras and 
receiving uglish education at Newington wader a Kuropead tutor ane 
guardian untd 1905, when he was sent back to his estate to acquaint him 
self with its management, On the 22nd May 1906, he assumed direct 
management of his zamindari, As’ a minor, Re had also the advantage of- 
travelling all over India and visiting most of the important places in India 
and Ceylon, 

In 1900 he was sent back to Salur for his Upanayanam, which 
ceremony was celebrated according to the Vedic rites under the 
immediate supervision of one of (he best vedic scholars of (he Northern 
Chears, ‘The Courl of Wards sanctioned his mariage with a sister of 
the present Yamindar of Chikati in the Ganjam District, and it was 
celebrated at Chikati, The beicde brought to hint a pretty barge dowry, 

During the short period he has been in charge of the estate, he 
visited Madras several times and had interviews with His [Excellency the 
Governor on all the occasions. He is a young Zamindar of exceptionally 
good character and of high religious principles, Ets-devolion to God, 
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respect for Brahmins and kindness to cows are unparalleled. T hough a 
Vaishnavite, he isa slauich devotee of Siva. He pays personal alten- 
tion to every altair connected with his estate. He is blessed with three 
gons, Tis eldest son and heireapparent was born on the 20th August 
1908, his second son on the 16th July 191L, and his third son on the 
22nd May 1913, 

Salur zamindai is surrounded by the Government Revenue ‘Talugs 
of Parwatipar, Bobbili, Gajapatinagaram, and Potlangi, and consists of 
three Firkas of Makkuwa, Maradam, and Salur, It contains 102 Zeroity 
villages, 26 2. 8, enfranchised agraharams, 9 subsequent Agraharams, and 
17 subsequent Mokhasas, 

The total tevenue of the estate is Rs, 1,18,804-0-0. ‘The rent 
valucof all the subsequent Inams is Rs, 50,214-0-0. The peishcush 
payable to the Government at present is Rs. 27,99). 

Salur is the beadquariers of the zamindari, [tis also the head- 
quarters of (he Government Depuly Tahsildar and Sub-Regishar. Lt has 
a Lower Secondary School maintained by the Lutheran Mission Socicty, 
There is also a Sanseril School known as Vedasamajam, teaching vedas 
and gaslrams lo a pretty large number of Biahmin students, which receives 
a large contribution from the Zamindar for ils maintenance, 


Though the Zamindars of Salur are themselves Telugu people, 
and their mother longue is Utiya, they make their martiage alliances with 
cerfain important Uriya zamindari familics in the Ganjam District, Thus 
the offspring of (he Salur Zamindar have the advantage of mastering both 
languages, iG, Teluguand Uriya, The present Zamindar, as has already 
been mentioned, married a Clukali lady. Eis father married a lady of the 
Parlakimech tamily, while his grandfather had his spouse out of the 
Bhonj family of Gumsur in the Ganjam District, 

It is a matter very much to be regretted that no reliable information 
ig available regarding the carly history of this zamindari and family 
previous to the permanent settlement. During the last sixty years the 
zamindari had lo pass thrice inte (he management of the Cout of Wards, 
when the estale records, falling into the hands of several officials, were 
destroyed ur otherwise made away with, During the minority of the 
present Zamindar’s father, the estate had been leased out to Jagannadha 
sanyasi Raju, one of hig uncles, for five years, when some of the most 
important records are said lo have been intentionally destroyed. . These 
circumstances account for the paucity of interesting or important old docu- 
menis connected with the estate, 


SRI RAVILLA VENKATA RANGA APPASWAMI NAIDU GARU 
ZAMINDAR OF ILAIYARASANANDAL 


aiyarasanandal is an ancient estalo originally known as Mannaria 
(royal) Palayapat, in the Tinnevelly Disttict of the Madras Presidency, It 
is divided into lwo paris which are in the occupation of two separate 
Zamindars, The place ts called Maiyarasanandal as it is said to have 
been founded by an Iaiya (young) Rajah, probably of Malabar, The 
existence of the ruins of forts, tanks, and temples, is a proof of it 

The Zamindars of Uaiyarasanandal belong to the Godasatu Kam- 
mawar section of the Naidu community, Ravilla being their family 
name About the origin ol the Kammawars, Bralanananda Purana, 
Kalidarma Prakarnam, says e~The Kammawirs were born to the 
descendants of the Solar King, Dwilipa, and, as they had alliances 
with the lunar race, they were known as Upayadis. The original man 
issaid {o have been one Dharmapala, and the family gure, Dharmasilan, 
A member of the lunar race tried to carry away a daughter of Dharmapala, 
named Kannikamani, when the parents of the girl, with a view to disgrace 
him, had ablack dog disguised as a girl, left it in (be house, and migrated 
fo the southern parts. At that stage a river bared their way, They begged 
of the Rishi, Jamadagni, whe was busy doing a penance on the bank of the 
river, ‘There were with him bis wife, Reuukadevi, and also Parasurama, 
Renukadevi gave them ber ear ornament (known as kamma),ditected them 
fo allach vencration to itand further added that if they did so, the river 
would give away. This came to pass. Since then they have been called 
Kammavaru. From that time forward, they show great respect to the 
names, Jamadagni, Renukadevi, and Parasurama, On marriage occasions 
they first offer prayers to these, and then to their family guru, Palabhad- 
dra, “The Kammawars are divided into two classes, Godasatu 
(gosha) and Gampasatu (uot gosha), , 

The Zamindars of Iltiyarasanandal trace their descent to Ravilla Veera 
Mallappa Naidu, the Commander of the Cavalry under Krishna Deva Rayalw 
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King of Vijayanagar, When feudatory states were formed during the days 
of Achuta Deva Rayalu, Ravilla Veera Mallappa Naidu was placed in 
charge of the countries lying between Travancore and Calicut, with orders 
to keep in readiness 6,000 infantry and 400 cavalry, On behalf of the King 
of Vijayanagar, he look part in many battles and won great victories, He 
ruled at Roya Vellore as a Feudatory Chief, He captured an impregnable 
fort called Audi Venna Droog, and ultimately obtained from his sovereign 
Sonangipuram as a jaghir. Alter the fall of Vijayanagar, the descendants 
of Veera Mallappa Naidu migrated to Trichinopoly and settled there as 
Sacdara under the Naick Kings, For services rendered (o the latter 
in reconciling the differences that had arisen between ihe Naick Kings 
and the Ruler of ‘Tanjote, the Naidus were granted the jaghir of ‘Thiruk- 
ottupalli, the fort of Koviladi, and some villages in the District of Tan- 
jore, and on another occasion, the jaghir of Ilaiyarasanandal and 
eighteen villayes in the District of Tinnevelly, During the time of. 
Chanda Sahib, the jaghir was converted into a peshcush-paying Zamin- 
dari, and after the advent of the British it was recognised as a Kattuhutthagat 
Zamindari, ‘Nhe estate {was divided into (wo parts in or about 1810, 
when Peria Kasthari Ranga Appaswami Naidu ruled over it, In the time 
of his successor, there were many suits fora partition of tho zamindari, 
and the ultimate decision was that the junior members of the family were 
ontitled lo maintenance, Ravilla Venkata Ranga Appaswami Naidu (1854- 
1869) mace un addition to the estate by purchasing a mittah called jaina- 
nagran yielding an annual income of ten thousand rupees, His successor, 
Ravilla Kasturi Ranga Appaswami Naidu (1869-1900), was well educated in 
Sanskril, Telugu, Tamil, and Hindustani, aud was very popular, He wasa 
recipient of a certificate of honour in recognition of his loyalty and fidelity 
to the British Government and charily to the poor, on the memorable 
occasion of the Lnperial Assemblage at Delhi in 1877, 

His yon and successor, the present Zaniindar, Sri Ravilla Venkata 
Ranga Appaswami Naidu Gary, was born in 1877, He received the 
early part of his cdacation at ‘Tinnevelly in the Hindu College, and 
later, al home, under able tutors, He is a good scholar in Tamil, 
Telugu, aud Sanskrit. We has a great tasle for music and is a good 
musician himself, Ge isa member of the Taluk and District Boards, 
Since 1910 he has been mitnaging the estate very efliciently, 

His younger bruther, Sri Ravilla Appaswami Naidu, born in 1879, is a 
highly cullured gentloman, He passed the Matriculation Mxamination 
from the Pachalyappa’s College, Madras, and, after finishing the Mirst-in- 
Aris course, stuppod his college studies, He has landed properly to took 
after, and manages it very carefully. 


SRI PEMMASANI N, KONDALROYASWAMI NAIDU GARU 
ZAMINDAR OF KURUVIKULAM 


Adhivira Thimmappa Naidu, the first prominent member of the 
Kuruvikwam family in the Tinnevelly Wistrict of the Madras Presidency, 
wag one of the trusted officers of Sti Krishna Deva Rayalu, the renowned 
King of Vijayanagar, He later became the ruler of Gendilota, Udayagwi, 
Kondavidu, Penukonda, Cuddappa, Sithavattan, Nellore, aod Kanagagiri 
near Orissa, with an annual income of twenty-four lakhs of rupees, Under 
the orders of the King of Vijayanagar, he had in readiness 25,000 infantry, 
15,000 cavahy, and 40 elephants. After the declension of the power of 
Vijayanagar, Adhivirs Thimmappa Nada end his descendants nuigrated to 
Southern India, 

Pedda Vecrappa Naidu, one of the successors of Adhivira Thim- 
mapppa Naidu, in consideration of the former greatness of (he fanny, 
was conferred the Jaghir of Kuruyikulam, (he fiat of the seventy-two 
palayapats, and the first of the two mennaria (royal) palayapals, then 
established by the Naick King of Madura. Vedda Veerappa Naidu proved 
very useful to the British in their battles against Panchalany Kurichi and 
the Malayalam country. 

Vijaya Minakshi Natdu, the Minister to the King of Madura, bore thé 
following testimony in writing tothe Jonourable Kast Indin Company 
regarding the Pemmasani family ;— l 

The ancestors of lhe Pemmasani family, during the reign of the Rayars, 
were the ruleisof Gendikola. Alter the fall of that place, they repaired to 
our dominions, when Viswanatha Naick, King of Madura, conferred ou them 
the Jaghir of Kuravilkulam, All the Poligars, with the exception of the Poll- 
gac of Kuruvikulam, wilbin the jurisdiction of the King of Madura, whenever 
they went to thely King, paid homage to him by prostrating themselves al his 
feet after placing in his presence flowers made of silver and gold and also a 
silk cloth, and then stood ata respecttul distance with folded hands, On the 
contrary, when the Pe minasani Naidus were announced before the King, he 
welcomed the m by shaking their bands and offered them an equal seat. 
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Like Uaiyarasanandal, Kuruvikulam became a peishcush-paying 
Zamindari in the days of the Mahomedan rulers, and after the Permanent 
Settlement, (he Hiitish recognised itasa Kattukutthagai Zamindari. The 
Zamindas of Kutuvikulam ace Godasatu Kammawar Naidus, Pemmasani 
being their tamily name, They represent one of the nine families 
that had proved very useful lo Krishna Deva Rayalu, King of Vijayanagar, 

During the time o€ Sti Nandaswami Durar Kondalroyaswami Naidu, 
the twenty-third in descent, and grandfather of the subject of this 
memoir, his cousin desived a partition of the estate, when the Court of the 
Principal Sudder Ameen of Tinnevelly, ina lengthy judgment, among 
several other items, stated ~~ 

On a deep consideration of the records filed in this case, the plaintiff, it 
seems lo me, can only file a suit for maintenance, suiled to his dignity, but not 
for a partition of the estate, 

Io the appeal to the Tigh Court of Madras, the decision of the lower 
Court was upheld, 

The Zamindar buill many temples, mantapams, and other useful 
institutions. He laid down good roads at his headquarters and construc. 
ted a choutiry for travellers, Ou the occasion of the Imperial Assemblage 
at Delhi in (877, the Government of India presented a certificate of 
honow to Mr. Kondalroyaswami Naidu, in recognifion of his loyalty 
and fidelity fo the Bertish Government and charity to the poor, 


His son and successor, Srt ‘Lhimma Nandaswami Naidu, who was in 
charge of (he esbue for some years, and who was in indifferent health, resi- 
gned the management wm favour of his son, Sri P. N, Kondalroyaswami 
Naidu, the present Zanindar, He was born in (878, Tle is a very intelli- 
gent and cultured gentleman of good parts. (Ie is a member of the Talug 
and Distict Bods, Chairman of the Kuruvikulam Union, and Vice-Presi. 
dont of the Koilpate Taluk Board, ‘the Government of Madras recogniz« 
ed his services in (his. direction by presenting bim with a certificate 
of merit on the aceasion of the Coronation Durbar of 1911. 
Ife is a good Tamil scholut and an excellent musician, Ue is very popular 
with the officials of the District, and 1s held in greal esteem by his brother 
“gamindaus and friends, [le presided over the Kamma Conference held 
in March 1914, al Kapileswarapuram in the Godavari District, when his 
closing speech, delivered in English, was listened to with rapt attention 
and adinired by the audience for the masterly way in which he deall with 
the questions thal were discussed hy the delegates, and the valuable sug 
gestions he made to them for their future guidance. 


BABU SUKHRAJ ROY 
ZAMINDAR OF NATIINAGAR, BHAGALPUR (BITTAR) 


‘The rich and extensive zamindaci of Babu Sukhiaj Roy lies in the 
Districts of Bhagalpur, Patna, Monghyr, Purncah, Santal Parganas, 
Malda, ete, ‘The total area under cultivation comes to more than one 
hundred thousand acres with a happy and contented tenantry of 125,000 
gouls, The family of the Zamindar who is by caste a Sreemal follower of 
the Swetambar Jain religion, is noted for its many acts of chatily and 
munificence all over Notthern India, [1 is of Rajput origin, According 
to the traditions of the family, one of the remote ancestors had migrated 
from Rajpulana, and settled down inDellu, inthe time of Prithvi Raj 
Chauhan, His descendants tose to power aud influence under the 
Moghuls, and some of them became Sarda in the Court of the Timperor 
Akbar and his successors, One of them, Mohanji, was invested in L624 
by the Emperor Jahangir with the hereditary lille of Roy, with a sanad, 
and was also granted a suitable jaghir together with the command of five 
thousand troops. [We had a highly religious turn of mind, and his 
Acharya, Jin Chandia Sui of Kharthargacha, convinced (he Emperor of 
the superior tenets of Jainism, is son and successor, Roy Hardeoji, 
born in 1620, was also a courtier of the Emperor Shah Jahan’s court, 
He too was a staunch icligionist, and lis influence over the Emperor 
was such that that monarch had the greatest regard for some of the doc- 
trines of Jainism, especially the one relating to tenderness to animals, But 
in the fratricidal war that followed the reign of that Emperor, he thought 
it advisable to sever lus connection wilh (hat religious bigot, Auran- 
gazeb. Instead of taking sides with any of the brothers that were contend. 
ing for"the fathers throne, even during (he Iife-lime of thal Emperor, 
Hardeojt left Delhi for good and seltled down in Bengal leaving the 
family fortunes to his brother, Amrit Lalji, who also later on left Delhi 
for Jamboo (Kashmir). Hardeo Royji arciyed in Purncalt (Bihar) in 
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1649, Thus leaving the ancient seat of the family where they had settled, 
down for about live huudred years, he had to seck his fortune ina new 
place under the most difficult conditions, But lis great capacity and 
business hibits soon brought him success, and he was able to amass a 
large fortune and acquire extensive estates, In 1671 he was succeeded by 
his adopled gon and nephew, Sambhu Royji, He was also a man of 
great capacity and extended the banking business in different pats of 
Bengal, When he diod in 1788,h1s son, Majlis Royji, continued his work 
and was equally prosperous, He commanded influence all through the 
province as a great and good man of charitable disposition, He was parti+ 
cularly kind and helpful to those of his own persuasion, and many a Jain 
family in the Province owes its success and prosperity to his timely help 
and advice, In 1787 he was succceded by his eight-yeat-old minor son, 
Salamat Royji. In his days also the family prestige was maintained 
unimpaired, and he was able to accumulate wealth, Ife enjoyed the 
special confidence of the British Government, who conferred on him 
several zamindaci righ(s, He buill many Jain temples and established 
several charitable insttulions, As a Jain hoe was against fishery operations; 
and at great petsonal sactifice he abandoned the settlement in his zamin- 
dat and discouraged fishing as an industry among his tenants. qe died 
in 1888 leaving a minor son, Babu Lekhraj Royjis The Comt of Wards 
look up the management of his vast estates, and as the young Zamindar 
was of delicate health, he was taken to Rajgiri, a sanilarium in the 
Sub-Division of Bihar, When he came of age, he also proved to bea 
capable and benevolent Zamindar, and kept up the noble traditions of his 
family. Nolonly were the charitable institutions established by his ances: 
tors maintained in efficiency, but he added many to them by opening or+ 
phanages and poor houses for widows. At the time of the visit of the Prince 
of Wales (His late Majesty King Edward VII), he was presented to His 
Royal Highness at Paina, He died in 1881 leaving a minor,four years old, 
Babu Sukhraj Roy, the present Zamindar, 

After managing the estate for a few years, the mother thought it best 
to entrust il to the Court of Wards, and she looked after the education of 
het son, For ibis purpose she removed to Bhagalpur, and there thie 

: young Zamindar enjoyed all the advantages of a high class education, 
He ailained his majority in 1897 when he took charge of the estate, He 
“takes a lively inferest in all public affairs, He is extremely popular among 
his tenantry, He makes large remissions of rent in times of scarcity and 
derives the greatest pleasure in helping thos¢ who are in necd, Ho keeps 

; _ up the noble traduions of the family for charity, Ha has established 
several schools within lig estate and maintains many free dispensaries, 

ag 
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He is doing very useful public service ag an [lonorary Magistrate, as a 
Municipal Councillor, and as a Member of the District Board, Bhagalpur, 
In recognition of his valuable services to the public,he was presented with 
a medal and a certificate of honour at the time of the last Delhi Durbar. 
He is a pious man too, and has built a large and beautiful Jain temple at 
Nathnagar, which attracts vasl crowds of pilgrims, from far and near every 
year, He has two sons, Roy Kumar Singh, born on the 25th August 1897, 
and Abhoy Kumar Singh, born on the 24th Seplember 1904, Both are 
being given an education suited to their high position in life. 

Babu Sukhraj Roy has still many years of active and useful life before 
him, and the Zamindari as well asthe whole Province may still look 
forward to him for many tangible proofs of his heart and public spirt 
and derive the fullest benefit from his counsel and leadership as a 
prominent citizen of Bihar, 


SRI RAMACHANDRASAWMY THEVAR‘ 
ZAMINDAR PALAIYAMPATTI 


It need hardly be said to the reader of the account of the Ramnad 
Samasthanaa, which appears elsewhere, that the Palaiyanipatti zamindari 
iy an oll-shool of that lustrious estate which has had atilshead only three 
successive atiminddars, ‘Che dist of Uhese made a mark in the history of 
its origin; the second distinguished bimself as a public-spiriled and 
highly cultured zummcdar; while (he third and the present representative is 
known to be a buddig young nobleman endowed with intellectual 
allauments oF a Iigh order, 

Vijaya Raghunaltha Ramaswamy Sethupathi had (wo daughters, na- 
mely, Mangaleswatl Nachiyar and Dorataja Nachiyar, The former of the two 
dying in 1840, the laller succeeded to the zamindari, but she also breathed 
her fast in 1845. Thereupon, Parvathavardhani Nachiyar, thew mothe, 
was recognized heiress lo the estate and entrusted with its management 
in 1846, On the 24th May 1847,she adopted her sister’s younger son, 
Muthuramalinga Theva. The Board of Revenue in their order, dated 
sLUth March (849, declared that the adoption was invalid and that on the 
death of Parvathavardhani Nachiyar the zamindari would escheat to 
Government, ‘The adoption was ultimately decided by the Privy Council 
in May 1808 to be valid and effectual ; and Ponnuswamy Thevar, the 
nephew of Parvathavardhani Nachiyar and the elder brother of 
Muthuramalinga Sethupathi, deserved great credit for the trouble he 
look and the interest he evinced in winning (he appeal Rajah Muthu- 
tamalinga Sethupathi, in appreciation of the dervices rendered to him by 
his brother, Mr. Ponnusawmy Thevar, conferred on him the Sub-devision 
Zamindarl of Palaiyampatti, which now yields an annual inceme of 
about a lakh of rupees, ‘Iho peaheush is paid direct to the Government, 
Magers, John Bruce Norton and J, D, Mayne, the counsel for 
Parvathavardhant Nachiyar, entertained a very high opinion of the 
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masterly grasp of zamindarnt alfaiis displayed by Mr, Ponnusawmy 
Thevat and the facilities heaflorded them in contesting the case. ‘Che 
Sethupathi raised Mr, Ponnusawmy Thevat lo the exalted rank of Prime 
Minister, and a better selection he could not have made as it met with the 
approbation of all, The ollice of Minister Was not a bed of roses, and 
he strove hard to quell the riols that sprang in the villages whose 
tenants were unruly, It was no easy lask for him to put down the turbu. 
lence of the villagers and to see that peace existed from one end of the 
Ramnad estate to the other. Many chartable institutions, such as 
hospitals and schools, owe their existence {o him; he facilitated 
pilgrimage to Rameswuam, Tiruppulany and Devipatnam by laying 
down good ioads, He built many choultries and made endowments to 
a large number of temples. He was a great Tamil scholar which 
ig evidenced by many of his publications, the prominent of them being 
a valuable treatise on Indian Medicine, and his patronage lo learned 
men in Tamil literate was beyond all praise. Ue was known among 
the hiteratias the Kamban of the Pandiyanadu ; for hig poctical works, 
namely, Thantpadal-thirattu, ele, are proofs of Ins ripe scholar. 
ship. He was passionately fond of music, and men skilled in’ that 
fine att foundin hima greal patron, ‘The Government of Madias, by 
vitue of his telationsiip to and the office he bad held under the 
Sethupathi, invested Mr, Ponnusawmy Thevar with some civil and 
criminal powers, He died in 1869 with a splendid record of life spent 
as scholar, poet, and slatesman, He had three sons, Messts. Kottasawmy 
Thevar, Sivagnanasawmy Thevar, and Pandi Duraisawmy Thevar, 


All the three young noblemen reccived their rudiments of learns 
ing under a competent English lutor, Mt. Regol, of scholarly attain- 
ments, When Messrs, Kotiasawmy Thevar and Sivagnanasawmy ‘Thevar 
were fit for higher education, they went to Machas and joined the presi 
dency College. Mr. Kottasawmy Thevar atlained his majority in 1881, 
when he assumed charge of his zamindayi, In 1888 he was made Houo+ 
rary Vice-President of the Madaa District Local Fund, We had not to 
watt long before the Government of Madras appreciated his gratuitous 
service with a Rai Bahadur, an honour considered great in those days, 
He was the founder of the Lodge Pandyan, 2850, E.O,, in Madura, and 
‘evinced great interest in us progress, He hada great taste for music and 
‘Wag an accomplished playcr on the « Soragath an instrument used 
‘by proficient musicians in Northern India, He was a keen sportsman 
ahd’hn ‘inttepid-rider and a very fine whip’of his day, His résidence at 
Madura, With a va'y large compound and a lidilyaképt garden, whidh 
{i setoifd to Jaone there, Is still knowA as Shanmugavila Palace, 
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The prominent Enghshmen of his days, namely, Messrs, Turner, 
Croly, Wutehinson, T. Weir, Eardley Norton, elc., were numbered 
amonyel his tiendds, and a few of the lellers addressed by some of them 
which we yive below bea eloquent testimony to the high opinion 
thoy had enterlaned of him b - 


Madras, 9//1 October £889, 
My Dear Sir, 

In anawer Co your yood wishes of the season, let Mrs. Norton and myself’ 
ask you lo acceptoura, We trnat you may enjoy good hoalth and happiness, 
and I personally trust you will Uhrow yousolf intoany good movement for 
your people's good. Your position aud education are exceptional, I should 
like lo see yon exert both, 

if you come to Madras, do not forget me, We shall be delighled to see 
you and to have a talk with you over things gone and things to come 


Believe me, with every kind wish, 
Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) Eadley Norton, 


Mapras, April 1th, 1885. 


My dear Sir, 

I did not write ns If ahould have done al once to acknowledge your good 
wiahea on New Year day, Allow me to thank you for them and to convey to 
you inteturn my sincere hope that many years of health and prosperity await 
you, 
“Tam glad to hear that the ponles are doing well, Uhad selected them 
for Lady Turner and thought them both in temper and pace all thet we 
could desira, 

Inn faw weeks I lenve India and it is impossible that I shall return lo 
it ; but L shall leave with regret land which I have felt so much interest 
in and with atill more regret the many friends who have rendered my sojourn 
here a happy one. . 

f truel Uhat in time UindusSwill oveicome thelr prejudices to travel across 
the auns aothal 1 may be ablo to welcome some of my old friends in my 
hative lund, 

‘With relternted good wlahes, 


: Yom very truly. 
(Signed) Charles A. ‘Turner 
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The prominent members of the aristocracy, as wellas the high 
officials, both English and Indian of the Presidency, were the best friends 
of Mr, Kottasawmy Thevar, [is aclvice was sought in every dilemma, and 
in all movements of the Disuict one might trace his growing influence, 

His countenance was expressive of greal dignity—one could alinost 
say of conscious superiosily ; his kind look and his noble demeanour 
produced a pleasant impression, so. that every one who approached him 
was charmed by the affabilily of his manneis and the condescending 
kindness of his tone, 


He died on the 27th August 1894 leaving behind hima son, Sri 
Ramachandiasawmy Thevar, born on the 7th January 1887. 


Sti Ramachandrasawmy Thevar, the present Zamindar of Palaiyam 
patti, reccived his education at Newington in Madras, Ie is one of 
the very few young noblemen that have left the portals of that institu. 
tion with decent learning and good mannets. He surpasses many young 
gamindars in literary cullue and also the exposition of facts, Lis 
English intonation and the good command of words he has gol ae really 
appreciable. He has travelled widely in {ndia and in Burma, He went 
to England twice, once in 1911 and agai in 191, He ts (he first Matawa 
nobleman to cross the sea, and there has neve been a precedent mw Uhe 
ruling Marawa family of Southern India, We isa member of the Conser- 
vative Chib and various Masonic Lodges in England. During his 
Buropean tour, he visiled places like Norway, Germany, and Vrance, Mr, 
Ponnusawmy ‘Thevar was a diplomatist, slatcaman, scholar, and poet ; 
his son, Mr, Koltasawmy Thevar, followed in his father’s foolsteps and 
left behind hima splendid record of life most usefully spent; und we, 
therefore, presume that the grandson and son of such gieat personages, 
Mr, Rantachandrasawmy Thevar, who bas acquired guod know 
tédge and high class manners, will mamlain the dignity, nobility, and 
greatness of the family of which he is the present representative, 








Sri A, V, K. V, Thirugnyana Sambhanda Bandarlyar Avergal 
Zamindar of Vettavalam 
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SRI ARUNACHALLA VASANTHA KRISHNA VANADHARAYA! 
THIROGN YANA SAMBHANDA RANDARIAR AVERGAL 
ZAMINDAR OF VETTAVALAM 






Vetlavalam is an ancient, impartible, and inalienable taitodoed | in ‘ihe 
phir uvannamalai Taluk of the North Arcot District, Madras Presidency, It 
comprises thirteen: villages. situated in three taluks, namely, ‘Thiruyanna- 
lai, Thirukkovilur and Villupuram, Its annual revenue is about 80,000 
eos, and (he peshoush payable to Government is Rs, 70, 


About five hundred years ago, during the days of the Carnatic. Kings, 
ho countries hetween Madura and Thirupathi were infested with robbers 
and. bandilti, and: their dlepredations could beiter be imagined than 
described, The revicents af those places, wha had lost all thelr resourees 
by the sudden visits of the outlaws, removed themselves (o far-off villages 
find settled there, ‘The then Royar ruler sent for the ancestors of the 
present Zamindar af Veltavalamsind ceaired them to rehabilitate the vacant 
ns and to revive the management af the temple at Thiruvannamalai, 
1, if they did, promised to reward them with the Pargana of Veltas 
valam and some taluks ih Jinji, a8 jaghira, They devised all means in their 
power and accomplished their mission, Besides obtaining the jaghirs, 
hey found themselves placed as guards over 560 villages j in the towns; of 
i, Thituvanharmalal, ete. “The rule of the Royars was 
neoNty sl the Mahirating grew into power. The 
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annually, In addition to the Palayam of Vetlavalam, he possessed the 
kavalli jurisdiction over and emoluments from 377 Sirkar villages amouns 
ting in grain and land to above 8,000 pagodas annually. 

The palayam was tesumed by the Collector, Captain Graham, in 1802 
without any authority either fiom the Revenue Board or Government, 
On receipt of the letter in which he reported its resumption, the Board 
desired to know by what authorily he had resumed i, and, in reply, 
Captain Graham stated that he had done so of his own motion in order to 
ascertain and report fully the extent Of the resources of the palayan, At 
the time of its resumption he allowed the Polygar to continue in the 
enjoyment of his kavalli emoluments which, together with a tenth of the 
net revenue of the palayam, was paid to him (il! 1804, The same year his 
allowance was increased to one-third of the net tevenue of the palayam 
but, shortly after, his kavalli fees were altogether resumed, In 1806,15 
pei cent, of these fees was setiled upon him as pension in common with 
other Menkavyalgars of the District, 


The Polygai’s allowance was sanctioned as a substitute for the 
revenue of the palayam while under the Collector’s management for the 
purpose of seltling the amount of permanent jamma to be assessed, 
The Government expressly declared their intention, at the time of granting 
the allowance, of restoring the estate at a future period to the Polygar on 
zamindari lenure. 

The kavalli penston was gianted to the Polygar out of policy, with 
a view to remedy the disorderly state of the District consequent on the 
sudden abolition of the kavalli system, which took the bread off from 
the mouths of a large body of active enterprizing people whose local 
knowledge and habits eminently qualified them to gain a fivehhood by 
plundering the inhabitants, The pension was not declared herectitary, 
The allowances continued to be paid up to 1861, when the Board 
addressed the Government recommending the discontinuance of the 
kavalli pension on the ground that it was not hereditary, and that these 
fees were the wages for services which were no longer requised under 
the new system of Police then inttodyced, 


As regads the Polygat’s allowance, the Board, in the same year, 
urged on the Government the necessity and justice of redeeming the 
pledge, originally given them, of restoring the villages on zamindari tenure 
gad of issuing an Istimuat sanad and resuming the temporary allow 
ange fianted in lieu of the emoluments of the resumed villages. 
At the, sing time they duected the Collector to ascertain whother jhe then 
Polygar was, disposed lo acquiesce in the propoged ayrangement and in 
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communication with him to fix upon such villages as might 
equal, tn yearly revenne, the average of his Polygar pension during the 
yet in whieh he had received it, ‘The Collector reported that the Poly- 
gar acquiesevd in the Board's wishes in waiving all claims to the pala- 
yan en considenabon of vecewing thirteen villages in liew thereof whose 
revenue (amounting (a str pagodas 1,419-3627) should be equivalent in 
value to the amount of lis polygar pension, and that he desired that 
these villages Might be ranted to him free of rent. The Government 
sanctioned these proposals on the t5th July 1816, but no Istimirar sanad 
was then issued, 

The Zamindars of Vetlavalam trace their descent to Vasantha Vanadha 
Raya Bandariyar, Ee was aueeceded by his son, Periyar, Next came 
his son, Pouniyar, Dis successor was Arunachalla Vasantha Krishna 
Vanadha Raya Bandariyar, The Zamindar in 1814 was his son, Thandava 
Raya Bandariyar, A¥ hehad no male issue, he adopted his younger 
brother, Namasivaya Bandaviyay, who ruled from 1814 to 1830, Tis 
adopted gon, Vasantharaya Bandariyar, was in charge of the estate from 
13880 to 1855, Arunachala Vasantha Krishoa Vanadha Raya Bandariyar, 
the second grandson of Sakdkarayya, the son of the founder of the family, 
who Iid been adopted by the former Zamindar in 1865, ruled over the 
ealale OLE ERO. He adopted his nephew, brother's son, A.V. KY. Appa. 
swam Banckatyar, who lived tl 1888, when his brother, Sri A.V. KV, 
Sakksrayya Baoduigar Avergal, succeeded to the zamin, On his death 
in the end of 1012, his son, Sei A.V. KV. Thiragoyana Sambhandha 
Bandaryar Avergil, was declared Zamindar. 

During the days of Arunachala Vasantha Krishna Vanadha Raya 

Bandariyar and lis successor, A.V. KV. Appaswami Bandariar, the 
estale improved cousilerably, ‘They puta stop to the gosha system that 
‘was observed in (he palace and took their ladies on pilgtimage to far-off 
places, They were vely popular with Uheir tenants and the public, and the 
successive Collectors of the District held them in great esteem, They 
look a lively mterest in promoting the objects of the Vadalur Entightenment 
Sabha, stuted by Ramalinga Swami, by granting it money, land, etc, 

In communicating the amount of peshcush to be paid by the Poly. 
gar, Mr. tlyde, Collector, on the 27th July 1817, by imistake fixed it at 
liventy pagodas, or seventy rupees, instead of at ten pagodas, In 1849 ona 
senrch heng made in the 1ecords of the Collector's Office for revising the 
list of estates, the mistake was discovered and reported lo the Bourd hy 
the Collector, Mr, Davis. The Board recommended to the Goveimment 
to sanction the reduction of the pesheush to (en pagodas as orginally 
fixed, but they declined to do so on the ground that the higher rate 

pv 
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was formerly communicated to the Polygar, who raised no objection, and 
that it had been in force for upwards of fifty years, TO way in L87U thata 
Sannad-I-Milkiet Istimirar was granted lo Sri AWV.K.V. Appaswami Banda» 
riyar, He was the recipient of the following certificate of honout on the 
eceasion of the Imperial Assemblage al Delhi +— 

By Command of His Excellency the Viceioy and Governor-Genetal, this 
certificate is presented in the name of Her Most Giacious Majesty Victoria, 
Empress of India, to MR.Ry, Arauachella Vasantha Krishna Vanadba Raya 
Appaswami Bandariyar Avergal, Zamindar of Vetlavalam,in recognition of his 
family claims and the valuable sei vice rendered by his ancestors, in recogni- 
tion of which the zamindari was bestowed upon his family in 1816, 


Ist January 1877, (Sd) BUCKINGHAM, 


Whenever the Zamindar and his predecessors went out of their palace 
on business or on pilgrimage, they were accompanied by all the parapher- 
nalia of royalty, such as drum, silver mace, flags, elephant, horse, camel, 
five-coloured umbrella, etc. : 

During the minority of Sti A.V.K,V, Sakkarayya Bandariyar,the estate 
was managed by Mr. Kanagasabhai Pillai, With an aversion to live in 
the palace situated in (he Vetlavalam fort as almost allthe former Polygars 
had no male issue, the young Zamindar had a bungalow built for himself 
in the village called Veerapandi, atlached lo the Thi ukkovillur Taluk, and 
resided there till 1888, when he was married, Me remained for a year in 
the old fort at Vettavalam, and then removed himself to the bungalow at 
Veerapandi. He insisted on his tenants and relutions being bighly religi« 
ous, and to abstain from all intoxicaling beverages, fle went on pilgrims 
age to many religious places, In 1891, a son, the subject of this sketch 
was born to him, He Jaid proper roads, built bungalows for Govern- 
ment officials on tour, got proper tanks sunk for irrigating his villages, 
opened river channels, and in this way incicvased the revenue to an 
appreciable extent, Under the otders of the Government of Madras, he 
had the privilege to fine to the extent of Rupecs three in each case such of 
the village officers of the estate as fell under Seclion 11 Act {I of 1894. 

The Zamindar tesided permanently in his bungalow at the Veerapaitl 
village, while his offices were held in the fort at Vettavalam under the 
departmental heads, He visited the palace in his headquarters on festive 
occasions, such as Pongal and Decpavali, and held a dui bar, when a salute 
of nine guns was fired. He established boarding schoals at Veerapaneli 
and Veltavalam, and gave scholarships lo a large number of poor and 
deserving sludents, He built choultiics and poor houses al both (he places, 
For the proper managemen} of the eslate, the Zamindar formed yarioug 
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depatinents, sueli ws revenue, treasury, forest, temple, store, record, and 
irrivahion, and employed competent men for them, During his time, twelve 
meu, Meapacitaled lor work, were printed pension, Ie pald decent sums 
of mousy, every year, for the perforuance of important ceremonies in 
sume Of the lenples stiated at Palani, Kumbaconam, Sri Sankanschari 
Maton, Phiruvadudara Maton, Veuddhachalam, Thirukkovilur, Chidambae 
rum, Parvathiporan, ‘Chiruvannamalai, ete, Ue gol the wedding ceremo» 
nies ofmany poor Hrahinin young men celebrated at his cost, and gave 
large grants of land and money to the Ayatheeswaraswami temple at Vet 
tavalam, [He made proper arrangements for the education of his son, and 
took him to Chidambaram, where the latler attended the Pachiappa’s 
High School for cight years and made good progress in his studies, His 
wedding was celebrated in 1909 on a grand scale al Thiruvannamalai. Bes 
fore the death of bis father, the young gentleman received a good training 
in the estate miumagement. 

The present Zamiudar, Sri A.V. V. Thirugnyana Sambhanda Bane 
cariyar Avet gal, visited Macias in Oecember (912 and interviewed H, E., 
the Governor of Madras, He bas managed the estate for the last three 
years with much credit to himself and benedit lo his tenants, 

The former Zaminddis, Wil the regime of Sri Veukatraya Bandariyar, 
hold the minayement of the famous Atuachalleeswarar lemple at Thiru. 
viunnanalai, and, when the Govermuent: of Madras established District 
Committees to lool after the temples, he resigned the office, but, never 
theless, he pave away as gifts to (he temple, his palace elephant and ten 
pagoday, ‘Tho veremouies instituted by the Zamindars centuries ago are 
still being performed at the temple, and their cost is met by the estate. 

Tha estate of Veltavalam is siluated to (he south of Jinji and to the cast 
of Thiruvannausalai, [ts ancient fortress, measuring a furlong and a half, 
in Jength, is at dhe foot of the hills, [thas four spacious buildings, three 
“bridges, aud a ting tank with a kirge garden of various finds of trees at 
its bund. ‘To the west of the forl there is the battlefield, ‘The water in 
the well, al (he fuot of the bills near the fort, was examined by many 
Sanilary Qilicers and pronounced to contain some important mineral 
propertics conducive (o heal. “wo and a half wiles from Veltavalam 
there are Gwo hills, known as Pakkam and Durgam, on which are a fort, 
large fanks, suinmer resicences of (he former Zamindars, and gardens. 

(Lis Wraditionally believed that during the days of Ponniyar, the third 
of the Polygars referred to above, the idol of Manoumani Ammen brought 
from Madura to Vetlavalam was stolen away ; (hat, afler a lime, whien he 
proceeded to Arcot to pay his respects to the Nawab, the goddess appeared 
to him in a cieam ane said that she was in the possession of a butcher; 


716 THE RULING Chiiil’s, NOBLES AND ZAMINDARS Of INDIA 


that he repaired to the latter, paid hima decent sum of money and brought 
the idol sand that he placed it on the terrace of the palace, and got the 
usual daily ceremonies performed by Brahmins, ‘The present Zamindar 
has a separate temple built for il and has made large grants of land for its 
upkeep. 

The following mystic origin is attached to the Jand in the midst of the 
tank al Vettavalam, which is parched up at all times of the years-—On a 
festive occasion, while the most important tutelary deity of the palace, 
Sree Poovathai Ammen, was being carried in procession, the anklet, on 
one of the feet of the palace horse which had accompanied it, dropped on 
the green plot in the middle of the tank, After the animal had reached 
the palace, the loss of the ornament was discovered, and a thorough search 
for it proved futile. The following day, the grass on the whole surface 
seemed destroyed as if by fire, and the ornament was found lying there, 
Thenceforward the land has remained in the sane slate without anything 
prowing on it, 

The Zamindars of Vettavalam have, from time immemorial, been 
famous for their piety, charitable disposilion, and loyally to. the Lritish 
Thione, All important occasions, from the Jubilee celebrations of the 
illustrious reign of the Queen-Empress Victoria to the last Delhi 
Durbar, were commemorated in the estate on a grand scale to bring home 
lo its tenants the importance of, and the advantages derived from, the Bri« 
tish rule, The Zamindars are, as a rule, strict veyctarians and total 
abstainers, The present young Zamindar, who was trained by his father 
under his personal supervision, bids fair io be a model nobleman, Ele hag 
many years of useful and active life before him, He has the co-operation 

and advice of the Manager, Mr, Appavu Nainar, his brother-in-law, who 
has acquired a thorough knowledge of the estate affairs, having worked 
for a long time under the former Zamindar, 


THAKUR RAGHURA] SINGE 
ZAMINDAR OF PANDARIYA 


The original home of this illustrious Raj-family is Chandrapur, 
which is now called Chanda, a distvicl in the southern part of the Central 
Provinces (Indin). 

This family in ancient times ruled over the said Chandrapu, which 
was a chieflainship during the Mahialla period, ‘Phe originator of this 
family was Rajah Karket Rai, (he King of Chandrapur, Once upen a 
lima, the Rajah thought of acquiring Gesh territory and left his kingdom 
and proveuded towards the kingdom of Gurha Mandla, On reaching: the 
(he capital of (he fatter kingetom he wie welcomed by ils king who gave 
Rajah Karkat Rain perpetuily the Sade of Makrai in the Loshangabad 
District of the Central Provincey, Rajah Karkal Rai ruled over 
Makrai for some yeas but eventually died leaving his son, Bhojsai, 
on his gad. Rajah Bhojsai ruled for a period and died leaving 
Ralangai, his son. Rajah Ratansai had Gwo sons, Paragsai aud 
Kigrisa. On the death of Paraysai, hig sun, Ansulu being a minor, 
the suecession develved on dus brother, Kisrisai, Rajah Kisrisai had 
ason, Lilgu, Wrom the treatment accorded by his uncle to Ansulu, the 
latter was fully convinced of his exclusion (rom the succession aller the 
death of Rajah Kisrisai, ashe was inclined to put his own son on the 
gadi, Anaulu, therefore, left his country to try his fortune elsewhere, He 
reached Chandrapur (Chanda), the original home of his ancestors, a district 
in the Central Provinces, and aa the Rajah of that country had no male 
issue, he succeeded him on his demise, Rajah Anstilu was succeeded by 
the following nineteen Chiefsi—Parsaja, Talkut, Palkote, Shivartan, 
Taramar, Phulaui, Kokepocha, Gaingai, Sonsingh, Bhimlocha, Moollocha, 

, Tukaygsai, Rampalsai, Pooshacha, Indircyansai, Sirday Kungai, [lirday 
‘Rama, Hirday Bhinia, and Ghogra Raja. ‘The last named with 
“a view {o obtain fresh territory proceeded to the kingdom of 
Ratanyur where he learnt of the weakness of the Phulgar Chief, 


78 THE RULING Cults, NOBLUS AND ZAMINDARS OF INDIA 


and, taking advantage uf the confusion due lo internal troubles, 
overthrew the existing government, and established his rule ‘The 
present holders of Phulgar, a well-kuowa Zamindariin the Raipur District, 
trace their descent to Goyhra Rajah, The following are the Chiefs of 
Phulgar, who ruled in succession+—Coghra Rajah, Mogra Singh, Ualsai, 
Balsai, Jotiksai, ‘Tribhuwansai, Pratapsai, Lachhmansai, Nilkanthsai, Ansai, 
Andlisai, Talachandsai, Prithvichandsai, Rewasai, Odhosai, Ajeetsai, 
Prithvisai, Jagsai, and Rani Sagun Komari, wife of Prithvisai, and Rani 
Kabilas Komari, wife of Servaksai who was brother of Prithvisai, 

Raui Kabilas Komari adopted Rakshpulsingh, but he died previous to 
the adoption being confirmed by the Brilish Government. She then 
adopted a minor, Bahadur Singh, nephew of Rakshpulsingh or son of his 
brother, Purshottam Singh. The present minor Zamindar of Phulgar is 
being trained by the British Government, and the estate is now under the 
management of the Court of Wards. The history and gencalouy show 
that the Phulgar Zamindari is held by a branch of the Pandariya Raj 
family. 

The Feudatory State of Karibheet Makrai in the Hoshangabad District 
of the Central Provinces has also been held by a branch of the ancient 
and illustrious Pandariya Raj family for more than twenty-nine generations, 
The following isa listof the Chiefs of that Staler—Karkit Rai, Bhojshah, 
Ratanshah, Pargarshah, Kesrishah, Lolsheh, Chhatrushah, Jutshah, Bir 
shah, Bharatshah, Bhopatshah, Durajshah, Bhogshah, Taijshab, Gopalshah, 
Rumshah, Gumanshah, Koksai, Nawalshah, Kolodond, Piladond, Kalia 
Pahur, Bakarshah, Sandwashah, Moodjeeshah, Kondjishah, Gangjishah, 
Bhimjishah, and Hatlay Rai, The Jast Rajah, Nallay Rai, had seven sons, 
who ruled over the State given agaiust the name of ench}—(1) Pratapshah 
succeeded his father, Hattay Rai, and his descendants still rule over the 
State of Makrai which is now in the Hoshangabad District, Central 
Provinces, (2) Ramajecshah ruled over Sasliyarh, (3) Gurbairaju— 
Garhgumari, (4) Dandhay Rai—Sagwan, (6) Barjorishah——Guib not known 
(6) Jujharshah—Vataypur, and (7) Shiamchaud—Hichhiya, Ramygarh, 
Mukuipur, Partapgarh Lanji Pandariya, 

The present Zamindar of Pandariya is Thakur Raghuraj Singh, son of 
Thakur Gajpal Singh, by caste Raj-Gond, and by Golra Pualstya, He 
holds the title of Thakur conferred on the family in ancient times by the 
Hindu Kings in perpetuity, and is a Durbari, We is an Honorary 
Magisirate exercising second class powers, and is exempted from the 
operations of the Arms Act. Pandariya, the chief town of the estate, is 
twenty-one tiles from Mungeli and Lorni, filty-two miles from Bilaspur, 
and forty-two miles from the Kuragi railway stalion, . 1 consists of 845 
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villages, andl ils aren is d87 square miles, It basa population of 61,040. 
The area of the forest is I square miles, The income (rom the villages 
and the forest is Rs. 96,256, The acca under cultivation is, 1,58,63.1 acres 
and the minor crop area is 30,880 acres, The lotal contribution to 
Government is Ra 37, 674-12-0, ‘The estate lies in the extreme weal of 
the District of Bilaspur in the Coutral Provinces, Its length from north 
to south is thiety-two miles and Cron east to west twenty-three miles, ‘The 
northeen half ix forest and hill, but the southern half forms a fine spread 
ol open country of first-class agrictltural capacity. Pandariya is the 
premier aumindari of the Bilaspur District and holds a unique position as 
the only esliule included in the District, which was never a Chourasi of 
the Harhanwansi Kingdom, It never became an integral part of 
Chhatiszarh proper. 

According to Wadition, this tract of country was orginally held bya 
Lodhi whe owed allegiines to the Kings of Garha Mandla. But in 1846 
A.D, he rebelled against his master who put him {o the ban of the 
empire and eventually secured his overthrow at the hands of 
Shiameohand, in ancestor of the present Zammndar, With the consent of 
the subordinite Rajah of LaajiShiam Chand was conferred the possession 
of Pandariya, which was then known as) Mukutpur Perlappur in Saubat 
1600 or 1543 AD. over 870 years ago, The zamindari bas been 1 the 
possession of the present family for fourteen generations, The original 
principal lawn ob the este was Kampthisa village now in the heart of the 
forest country, Relies of an ancient setilument and a forlare still in exis- 
tency, {Lis said Und many old sculptured gloues were removed to Se(ganga, 
a village on (he estern burder of the estate in open country to construct 
the modern shrine which now stinds there. ‘This shrine and the khund 
(fountain) were erected by ‘Thakur Gartuisingh. ‘There are still several old 
tanks and temples. After Shinn Chand the following succeeded —(1) 
Shiam Chand, (2) Kishodass, (3) Sheoramdass, (4) Deen Mani Rai, (5) 
Deoman Rai, (6) Barjor Shah, (2) Durjan Shah, (8) Dal Shab, (9) Peithi 
Singh, (10) Garursingh, (C1) Jawahirsingh, (12)Ramsingh, (13) Gajpulsingh, 
and (1d) Thakur Raghuraj Singh, the present holder of (hePandariya Raj. 
‘There exists a tank at Pandariya, called after the name of Durjanshah, and 
also a “ Dalsagar,” aller the name of Dalshab, Shakur Gajpal Singh 
constructed a lemple al Padhi and sank tanks al Padhi and Baghalpur, 

Dalshah, cighth in (he line as stated above, had three sons: Prithvi- 
singh, Mababali, and Harisingh, Gurursingh succeeded his father, 
Prithvisingh, with Mahabali, his uncle, as Minister. Mababali was the 
founder of the Kawardha Slate, which is now held by the younger brother 
of the present Zamindar of Pandariya, 
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Thakur Raghuraj Singh has shown his public-spiritedness in several 
ways, He has snnk wells and repaired old tanks at enormous cost. He 
has shown his loyalty and devotion to the Brilish throne by constructing 
a Sarai, called “Edward Sarai”, in memory of His late Majesty King 
Edward VIL He has been giving large donations for works of public 
utility in the Province and has established a girls’ school in Pandariya, 
He helps his Thikadars and ryots by remissions, taccavi, and telicf works, 
He has spent over three and a half lakhs of rupees on various public 
works in his estate, and he is always Teady and willing 10 do whatever is 
conducive to the well-being of his people, He has iccently established a 
low-class school, which sbows not only his keen interest in education but 
also his public-spiritedness, 

The following is the origin and history of the Kawardha Feudalory 
State, held by a junior branch of the Pandariya Raj family:—In Sambat 
1808 or 1751 A.D,, during the time of Haltlay Rai, the capabilities of 
Mahabali, as Minister to Garursingh, were put to the test, when Mahabali 
was asked to assisl the Rajah of Mandla against the Rajah of Saugor, 
Mahabali subdued the Rajah of Saugor and obtained for his services (he 
State of Kawardha from Nijamshah, The rulers of Kawardha have ever 
since belonged to the Pandariya family, It is also tradilionally believed 
that the Chief of Kawardha, named Sardarsingh, once rebelled against the 
Rajah of Mandla and Mahabali, defeated him and obtained the Stale, The 
family of Sardarsingh, the original Chief of Kawardha, still exists, and his 
descendants hold a zamindari, called Bhonda, in the Kawardha State, con, 
sisting of ninetcen villages, 

Mahabali, who ruled over Kawardha for fifty yeats, had {wo sons, one 
legitimate, Ujyarsingh, who succeeded him, and another, illegilimate, who 
was given the Loharu zamindari for his maintenance, After ruling for 
forty-seven years, Ujyarsingh died in Sambat 1906, leaving ason, ‘lokh» 
singh, After four years, Tokhsingh passed away without any issue, He was 
succeeded by his mother, Mi. Badan Kowar, who ruled only for a short 
time, After her came her daughter-in-law, Mt. Dhoop Kowar, who died in 
Sambat 1961, The succession then devolved on Thakur Jawahirsingh, the 
youngest son of the then Zamindar of Pandariya, Bahadursingh, Jawa- 
hirsingh had three sons. Ramsingh, Bharatsingh, and Bahadursingh, 
Ramsingh succeeded Jawahirsingh, Bharalsingh died without issue, 
and Babadursingh succecded to the Kawardha gadi for want of a 
male in that line, As Bahadur Singh also died without an heir, the second 
son of Ramsingh, Zamindar of Pandatiya, succceded to the chiefship of 
Kawardha. Ramsingh had two sons, Gajpalsingh and Rajpalsingh; and the 
former succeeded his father, while the latter became the Chief of Kawardha, 
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During the miutonty of Rajpalsingh, his adoptive mother, ML Roop Kowar, 
reunyesl Che Shue. On hes albtining: majority in 1875, he assumed 
control over st bit cule only for eleven yeas, Ashe too died without a 
male iste, agun don the third Ge in the history of Kawardha, the second 
sonal Gap Sigh, the (hen Zunindae of Py rudiwiya, succeeded to the 
gadi,  Thakiu citjpd Singh hited vo soos, Ragliuraj Singh and Jadunalh 
Sigh, “Phe toner saceceded his falher and the tater is tbe present Chief 
of Kawah, 

The Clict of Kianwudlia possesse8 self-reliance and strength of charac 
ter, Ue is armiable, sincere, and sympathetic. He is a good sportsman 
and siikari, We tikes keen interest in edueation and lately established an 
English Mickie School im his capital, Ue is an enlightened Chief and 
has Ue weltate ot tos subjects at heart 

The Lohan danuly isa branch of the Pandariya Raj family, Mahabali, 
the founder of the Miavardha Stile, gave away the Loharu Zain, which 
was a pact of lis Stuy, to Jus dlepitimate son, Baiynathsingh, lor main 
lence. Put after rs advent of the British rule it was held as a separate 
Zamindavi in the Distriet of Deu. Barjnathsingh had three sons: Gulab- 
singh, Suusingh, Kavhirsingh, ‘Che first two died without issue, but the 
last had a@ sou, Bajaysiygh.  Rajaysigh was succeeded by his son, 
Jaginohansingh, (he present Zamindar of Loharu. 

The Chiel Commissioner of the Central Provinees, in defining and 
soltlings Ihe stitus of the Zamineddrs of Chhatisgarh, recommended to the 
Government of india, Foreign Department, in his eter No, d22d—A, 
datecl 2 180d, Chat ‘Chadcur Ramasamy, grandfather of ‘Thakur Raghu« 
rajsingh, the Zamindar of Pandariyashould be claaged asa [eucatory Chief 
or rather asa Chief above ordinary subjects, Phe Government of India in 
ther leer No, (28, of He 12-1Rb4, returned the report wilh asuggestion that 
the tripartite Division made by the Local Goverument was not proper and 
that the three chewes made should be again reckissed with a view to reduce 
them to two classes; (1) Pendatories (sovercignly), and (2) Non: J'eudalories 
(nonssovereignty), The Chiel Commissioner then drew up his final report, 
dated 1-d-05, 1n whieh go far asthe Zamindar of Pandariya was concerned, 


he wrote as follows: 

Out of the ¢laga denominated the Chhatiegarh Zamindars, five of whom 
pamed Khaivagarh, Naudgaon, Kondka, Pandariya and Kawardha wore placed 
hi Hat. Mrs ‘Keniple would exclude the Pandariya Zamindar from the class of 
‘Foudalories, The pput latory of this Zunindar coes nol differ unaterially from 
i that of Kawardh nud the Zamlndar of pandarlya belongs lo an older banc 
of tha same house from which the Kawardha Chief spritigs. Bul the misconduct 
"and mMabadiministration of the Pandarlya Chief have beeu such that for many 

oh 
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-yeais past the Pandailya Zamindar can in no case be said to have governed his 
‘own estates, His own misconduct then, and the consequences which have cu. 
sued thereon, make him unfit to be ranked as a Peudatory, 

It is thus manifest that, though the Zamindari was held by ,its anli- 
quity and importance to deserve the rank of a Feudatory, still, having re 
gard to the personal misconduct of the thet Zamindar, the Chief Cum- 
missioner excluded the estate from that class, 

It was expressly laid down by the very same Government (letter No, 
4224—-A, dated 2nd September 1864) that personal incompetency of the 
then Ruling Chief should be no ground for exclusion from the list of eu. 
datories if the State was otherwise deserving of that rank, for it obser- 
ved; “And again it would not do to base the classification on the per- 
sonal character of the present incumbent; for the son may be much better 
or much worse than the father, The test has bo permanency.” — }is 
therefore clear that in making bis recommendations the Chief Commis- 
siouer had overlooked this clear and sound principle, and it is cqually clear 
that, if the Chief Commissioner's report be read in the light of ils own obser. 
vation, Pandariya could nol be excluded from the list of Ieudatories to 
which it had formely belonged, As till recently all Luese papers were kept 
confidential and no one had access to them nor could any one diving the 
reasons that had Jed to the exclusion of the Pandariya eslale fron the 
Feudatorics to which less important aud even less deserving estates lad 
been elevated, 

{tis the sincere wish of the well-wishers of the Fandariya catale that 
the mistake comunilted in 1864 should now be rectified and that the Pins 
dariya estate should he elevated to the ank and position of a Teudatory 
which it was before the advent of the British and whose right lo thal status 
was so unequivocally admitted by the Chief Commissioner in 1864. ‘The 
present Zamindar has earned golden opinions of all officers, and the con 
fidence reposed in him may pechaps be lestified to by the fact that he is an 
Honorary Magistrale, exercising second class powers, besides being a 
Member of the Local Board, He ig the elder brother of the Chief of Ka- 
wardha and is motified to find that while his younger brother isa Ruling 
Chief, he, with superior claims, is no beller than an ordinary subject aud 
takes a rank below his younger brother in official precedence, 


Thakur Raghuraj Singh, since his assumption of the estate, bas paid 
Rs, 3,18,817 for public matters, In the famine of 1914, he spent over 
Rs, 16,000 to relieve the disttess of his ryols and Thikadars, Me subscribed 
Rs, 1,000 to the Rajkumar College, Raipur, Rs, 1,001 for the Jmperial Indian 
War Relief Fund and Rs, 100 for the Prince of Wales 1* ud He paid about 
Rs, 8,000 for the LI.Ru, from his estate, 
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The successive settlements made of his estate live affected uot only 
his dignity bul so tas come, so that now Pandiuiya is merely a shadow 
ofitalonner sell, shor ofits dimly, position aed powers, reveaue and right, 
go Thal while las estas subjeed toonat i few cubanassing restrichons, i 
does ot possess ie stagle cistingtashinag vigil (ron the ordinary Malgagzari 
Mahuly, whe are even i seme cespeets better off (in the so-called None 
Feudatory Chiefs of Chhiisgach. 

Che following exteact unkes dhe poi clear, Speckiag af the origiaal 
classihertion of persous in ny tirst reflort to be classed as ordinary subjects, 
the Chief Cominissioner says 

Their position in every cespect would be capable of adjudication by the 
Chief Coumisgionce himself in the Setament Department. They would pro» 
bably be deulined ax talnkdiars. Da making setticnents with them every regaid 
would be laut a Chair position and cirguomtances, Special libevuity might be 
necesnury in fixings theit cevenne payments or iu defining their nominal rights, 
The essential difference between them and the Chiele would be that dicey 
would nol keep up any public establishment, 

It was never intended to deprive the Noo-l'eudalory states of 
Chhatisgoirle of all rygsits aad privileges, Ou the other band, so fr as regards 
Pandariya and ather osittes excluded ia (he final list from the category of 
Veudatorigs, (he Chiel Contnissioner awiuled special instructions from the 
Government of idia as will appear from section 15, letter No. 81-47, 
dated Nagpur the tt March 1x65, Dat these insttuctions never came as 
(he pomb appends (a have been overlooked by ie Government af Indi. 
However, the following facts appear la be established (1) Phat the 
Zanindar was a cccaguized Feudalory before the cession of Chhatisgarh 
to the British; (2) that his position as such wis recognized by Sir Richard 
Teraple 5 (8) (hat on a rechissitication beng ordered applying a test 
pronounced to be fallacions by the Chief Commissioner bimsell, he was 
releyted to the hat of None} eucttorien, 

The rupee hag lost its purghising power and the present standard of 
living ix beeouing miare costly, Ie is cather hard lo maintain 
the clignily aud position when (he successive setilements have increased 
the Government tibute im leaps and bounds. Ui the tribute of former 
limes be compared with that of the present, it will show that (he werease 
hag bean JUG ov ddd per vent, 

; The second eva opened writh the Jetler of Sir dadward Buck fron 
othe Government of Lidlia No, 625-65, dated 23rd March (802, After atlowings 
the Zamindits to continue in full possession of their rights up (o'L88y, an 
i tempt war first made to deprive Uie atinor Zatuindars of their Police and 
Wacise and on their offering no effectual protest, the Government of india 
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resolved to withdraw those powers and tights even from the remaining 
Zamindars including the Zamindar of Pandariya, But the Government 
ordered that the Zamindars should be permitted to become farmers of the 
Abkar monopoly in thei respective estates for the lerm of Mr Purushotlam- 
dass’s settlement, The Zamundars, though permitted to be farmers of the 
Abkati monopoly, were deprived even of this privilege, after tha expiry of 
the then Seltiement. The Government resumed the catlle pound in 1903, 
The takoli assessment passed through the following slages In 186d tt 
was Rs, 6,604-5, in 1874, Rs. 10,008, in 1891, Rs, 22,500, and in 1910, 
Rs, 37,673*12-0. ‘This shows that the increase has gone up by several 
hundied per cent, 


Thakur Gajpalsingh, father of the present Zamindar, applied to the 
authorities for his tights on the 28rd December 1878, Ue applied again on 
the 14th January 1876, and the seply received was as follows j- 
As ordets on the subject have already been passed onec, this applica- 
tion be filed with records." He submitted a petition to the Deputy Com 
missioner on the 26th Jannary 1877 and also to the Commissioner, and 
the reply received from the latter was as follows:—“ In reply to your applic» 
ation, dated 8rd Instant, regarding the powers of a Feudalory or a Magis« 
trate, you are hereby informed that the matter will receive my attention as 
soon as I receive the :eport from the Deputy Commissioner, Bilaspur.” 
The Deputy Commissioner wrote in his letter No, 2008, dated 1Sth May 

J882: “In reply to your applications regarding the grant of Feudatory 
Chief’s powers, you are hereby infosmed that Lam unable to recommend 
you unless you smprove your police administiation, 


“J will write to you something through the District Superintendent 
of Police. Please let me know your reply on receipt of the same,” 


The Zamindars of Raipur thought that the preparation of what bas 
come to be known as the Scott's Wazibul arz was the last straw and against 
il they protested in no uncertain voice. But the Government paid no 
heed to their remonsirances, The Zamindars filed a civil suit against the 
Govetnment, but in vain, 


Thakuraj Raghuraj Singh memorialised the Secretary of State for India 
in January 1914, regarding his claims to be recognized aga Feudatory 
Chief, but without effect, All well-wishers of this ancient estate hope 
that Government will reconsider ihe Zamindar's claim to the rank of a 
Feudatory and will reduce the takoli which has been enhanced excessively 
and will restore to him his police, excise, cattle pound, ete, 


SRI P. MUTHUSWAMI NAIDU GARU 
ZAMINDAR OF VELUR 


The Velnr (Chatrapatti) zamindari isin the Palani Taluk of the 
Madura Distiict. The ancestors of the Zamindar were once residents o| 
Srivillipathurin the present Ramnad District, During the Mahomedan raids 
they settled down at Dharapuram in the Coimbatore District, The great. 
 aet h ed of the subject of this memoir had two sons, Perumal 
*Natda and Numberumall Naidu, of whom the former was famous fot hi 
Yhanly virtues, and the latler for his business-like habils, Naabobinill 
Naidu who was very inflaential in Idaiyakkottai, which (vas within thé 
afttriadiction of the Palniyagar of Virupatchi, proved very useful to the 
British in bringing the Palalyagar lo subjection as he was hoatile {o then, 
‘Phey recognised Numberumall Naidu’s services by allowing him to purs 
base four miltahs, out of the ealates of the Chief of Virupatchi, which they 
Gut to auction. He knocked! it down for a nominal pricé of 1,800 pagadag, 
‘@quivalent (o Rs, 6,800. The Government resuthed two of the mittahs 
w the peshcush fell into arreara, As Numberumall Naidu spent far beyond 
he Means, (he tenants of the remaining two mitlahs applied to the authort- 

efora transfer of the management {o his eldet brother, Perumall Naidu, 
hich was accordingly done, Perumall Naidu had two sons, Mathus 
dinl Naidu and Govindappd Naldu. During the time of Muthuswami 
Naidu, owing {0 famine and other‘tforesten difficulties, (he pesheush fel] 
Bavily inte arrears, Unible to meef ‘ihe demand, He resigned’ 
the right of one mittali in’ favour of the Government. ‘The big tank, 
I own as Muthu Bhupala Samudram, which is fed by a channel from the 
(Ver Nankanji, and {o which the Government have since allowed half the 
mule of the river, for putposes of irrigation, owes ils existence to him, He 
@ofivaled another tank fot the yse of, a villnge attached to his estate? He 
Gobgsivdcted a choultry at, his héadyudrters; Chatrapatli, which’ is well 
Haltor byane fdmily. Of-hié-fopr ons, the eldest, Perumal) Nady, 
waa the esiste? « © 7 
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When Muthuswami Naidu passed away in 1846, his son, Perumall 
Naidu, was but a midor of fifteen years of age. During his minority, at 
the request of his mother, the Gdvernment of Madras appointed his brother. 
in-law, Bhumi Naidu, as manager of the estate Sri Pernmall Naidu was 
of a commanding aspect. The Governor of Madras, who visited Madura 
in 1873, wasstruck with the beauty and demeanour of the Zamindar, shook 
hands with him and showed a special regard in enquiring after his welfare, 
{n corinection with the Nelhi Durbar of 1877, Mr. Perumall Naidu was 
the recipient of a Sannad-i-Milkiet Iglimirar ancl the following certificate 
‘of honour + 

“By command of His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-General, 
‘this certificate is presented in the name of Her Mast Gracious Majesty 
Victoria, Empress of India, to Perumall Naicker, Zamindar of Velur, son 
‘of Muthuswami Naicker, in recognition of his position in the District of 
Madura and the loyally of his family,” 

(Signed) Buckingham and Chandos, 

Mr. Perumall Naidu was for over ten years a member of the Palani 
Devasthanam Committee and also of the Taluk Board, He built two 
temples for Siva and Vishnu respectively, He improved irrigation by 
excavating wells and tanks, He had three sons and {wo daughters, of whom 
a son and a daughter are living, Hiseldest son, the late Mr, Subramaniya 
Kuppdswanti Naidu, was a very popular gentleman. He successfully 
Jnitoduced coffee planiation on a large scale in his estate. He built decent 
ibuyedlows. He died from the effects of a carbuncle in, 190d. The Zamin- 
tals fotnges son, Mr. Mounaswami Naidu, a very intelligent and 

iathstiking ‘student of,ihe First in Arts class in the Presidency Collage; 
Madras, died of a bicycle accident. Mr. Perumall Naidu passed Away on 
the.1dth Janay 1907, : a 
1" After bin, Me, Muthuswami Naidu, hig secdnd son and senior naena 
ber of'the family, was recognizéd by the Board of Revenue as the rightful 
heif and was déclared Zamindar of Vélur on the 28th March 1907, He hag 
been a member of the Taluk and District Boards, and the Landholdere’ 
Association, Madras, for a number of years, He ds a clever mechanic and, 
skilled physician, He is a popular gentleman of good habits, 


RAl DHANPAT SINGLI NOWLAKHA BAHADUR 
OF AZIMGAN] 


» The representatives of the family to which Rai Dhanpat Singh Now, 
Jakha Bahadur belongs are Oswal Jains who had migtaled into Bengal in 
1752 from Bikanur im Rajputana and eventually fixed their abode at 
Asimgan). The tile of Nowlakha was bestowed on one of the ancestors of 
(he family as he had given a dowry of ning lakbs of rupees to one of his 
daughters on her marriage, Thenceforward the family bas been known 
ay Nowlakha, Babu Gopal Chand Nowlakha was the frst who emigrated 
to Bengal in 1752, 
4 Babu Gopal Chand Nowlakha, who was a ‘successful business man, 
‘dmassed n jarge fortune. As he had no istue, he was succeeded by hig 
gousin, Babu Jessroop Chand Nowlakha (1773-1843), who adopted Babu 
Hurruck Chand. 
de Babu Hurruck Chand Nawlakha (1815-1874) left his father and stare 
buainess independently, as banker and merchant. His success was so 
wnt that he opened branch offices in Calcutta, Dhulyan, Sabebgunge, 
ae Murligunge, Maharajgunge, Burea Kuari, Nowabgunge, ele, Te 
durchaged zamindari estates in the Disiclets of Murshidabad, Birbhum, ang 
then, He passed away on the 6th November 1874, when his only son, Babu 
@olah Chand Nowlakha, born on the 20th Murch 1880, succoeded hime >” 
: Babu Golab Chand Nowlakha extended his business by-~lils ,efficlen(! 
finnagement, Ho was nn Honornry Magistrate in (he Lalbagh Berets, 
Spurt, Murshidabad, for about ten years, but resigned it owlhg to file 
lth, Inthe famine of 1885 (hai raged most fasiously, Babu Golob 
and granted remigsions of tent to his tenants, and fed two thoustind ‘ 
ople daily, from April to June, Flewrs a cullurod man of refined tastes 
Id habits. His picturesque villn, Roge Villa,” in Azimganj, is admired 
at who visit it, He had x great taste lor music and encouraged those 
i el in it. He was kind to all and very popular with Kuropoana, officiils 
Hot-olflaiala, He marrled a lady boaneoied with the arnily of Jagath: 
Hot nttatical fame. The result of (he-unlott Wasa only son, Rad 
pat Gingh Nowlakha Bahadur, Babu’Gélab ‘Chand’, wlakha; who 
really ceapected by all alagsas of poopie idléd gn tie hiJune 1896) 
abu Dbanpat Singh Nowine y ‘born .ott tHe 6th .’ Decemtier’ 
fi at Mahimpoor, in the house of swallow Jagath Seth of 
shidabnd, As he bad at oe fe ha fie infancy, his paternal 
dnvother, brought win olated him an Hono. 
gisiral te of th fan trash Ue 1 ateh. 90a, ‘The pro» 


of hi eonjrifrulfe : aie mee ‘the Viclorin Memorial Fund, 
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Rs,. 2,000 to the Edward Memorial Fund, and Rs. 7,000 to the Lady 
Dufferin Fund, Woodburn Memorial Fund, Transvaal War Fund, ete, 
In January 1904,:he placed at the disposal of the Government al Bengal, 
Rs. 15,000 for the construction of a hospital at Azimganj, and supplemented 
it with-a sum of Rs, 4,713 towards the completion of the building and out» 
houses; Hé later contributed the munificent suni of Rs. 25,000 in aid of a 
surgical: ward in the Sambhu Nath Putdil Hospital al Bhowanipur in the 
apburbs: of- Calcutta, ue 
y/The hospital building at Azimganj, the foundatton-sione of which 
was laid by the Chief Commissioner of the Division, is known as‘! Golab 
Chand Nowlakha Hospital and Dispensary Building,” in memory of his. 
deceased father. The opening ceremony of (he, Hospital was performed 
with great. eclat by His Honour Sir ‘Edward Norman Baker, K.C.S. Ly 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, on the 21st August 1909. The Govern- 
rierit recognized the services of Babu Dhanpat. singh Nowlakha by 
cohfelring on him the distinction of Rai Bahadur onthe 24th June 1010, 
The Lieutenant-Governor presented him with a khillat of a beautilul sword 
anda khalgi, and, handing him asanad in open durbar at Berhampore 
on the 16th July 1910, said -~ ; 

.» Rai Dhanpat ‘Singh Nowlakha Bahadut.—It gives me great pleasure to 
hand you the sanad of the title of Rai Bahadur” which has been conferred 
60 you by His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-General. of | Indiay, 
together with the Khillat which accompanies the grant. ‘ ' 

ig» Your family.has. been settled in. Bengal for more than 150 years and hae’ 
flourishediand prospered exceedingly.’ Following the honourable tradition of 
the Jair communily, you . have uséd your wealth in promoting the cause of 
Rublic. charity, with special regatd.to the relief of the sick and suffering, 
Neaély'A year: agg I had'the privilege of formally opening a new. building: 
Which you-had constructed al, your own’ charge for the Azimganj Munieipal? 
Hospital, to“ commémorate the name of your. Inte father, Babu Golab Chand 
Nowlakhay. ‘Since then you have come forward with a most’ generous gilt of 
Rs,-25,000, for the constraction of & surgical: ward in the Sambhu Nath Pundit) 
Hospital at Bhowanipur in the subuibs of Calcutta. These are merely thé, 
latest ‘of your benefactions which have always been,on a scale approprinte to; 
your wealth. and position, aes pie ; 

T congratulate you on the.distinclion whith you have’ earnedand | trust’ 
that it will prove fo be merely the precursor of still higher honoursinstore for” 
you.in the future, ‘ ie Poy yee 
‘Rai Dhanpat Singh’ Nowlakha Bahadur has. two:’sons, Annand® 
Singh Nowlakha and Inderjit Singh Nowlakha, . He is held. in great? 
egleem both by the Zamindars and by the Jains of Murshidabad: Sinée his. 
agsuinption:of the charge of the eslate- he has maintained the reputation. 
family untarnished. He is:much. respected for his many voble and 














:qualitigs..The family, of which he is the present hend) ia) widely: 
ils -piely,” chacily, and public. spirit, -artd. for viip. substantial! 
tion i idefulsahainda. 2 Eke ae Ts We Boag 





— SRE VADREVU VENKATA KRISHNA ROW GARU | 
7 ZAMINDAR OI VANGALAPUDY 
GODAVARI DISTRICT (MADRAS PRESIDENCY) 


(twas Mr. Vaerevu Krishnayya, the grandfather of the subject: of 
“this sketch, that purchased half the estate of Vangalapudy in the Rajah 
—mundry ‘Taluk of the Godavari District, Madras Presidency, in 1880, 
‘and the other half six years Jaler, He died in 1870 at the ripe age of 
“geventy-five, when he expressed a wish to his son that a choultry should, 
he maintained in his name for feecing Brahmins and the poor of the other 
glasses, and that pilgrims should be accommodated in it, which was, 
wordingly done, He was succeeded by hig son, Mr. Venkappa,. in, 
1870, whon he was forty-eight years old. He was in charge of the estate, 
‘for over (wenty-five yearaand earned a good name, As he had no male 
ue, he adopted in 1887-one of hig cousins, Mr. Venkata Krishna Row), 

@ subject of ‘this sketch, 

He waa born in 1877, He assumed the management of- the estate: 
1808 while his fatherjwas alive, ag tho latter, on account of the infire, 
ities of old age, could not properly attendto business, ge is an, 
uented gentleman and ‘manages the zamindari carefully, He iskind, , 
his ryola and popular with the Governtnent officials. . 


i 
h 
i 











HIS LATE SRI PONNAYYA THIRUMALAI VANDAYA 
THEVAR AVERGAL 
ZAMINDAR OF KOLLANKONDAN 
(RAMNAD DISTRICT) 


Kollankondan is an ancient, impartible and inalienable estate in the 
Ramnad District of the Madias Presidency, The ancestors of the present 
Zamindar had migrated from Bunder (Masulipatam) and settled at Madura 
during the reign of Parakiama Pandya Rajah. In couse of time, one of 
them entered the service of the Rajah and became the warden of a bastion, 
In lieu of payment, he obtained a village called Sundara Pandyam, ‘The! 
Rajah of Kollam (Tiavancore) with a lai ge army went against Parakrama 
Pandya who was then residing in the South Alagapuri fort, when Audi 
Narayana Thevar, the Poligar of Sundara Pandyam, collecied his foices, 
went to the rescue of Parakiama Pandya, and routed the, army of the 
Kollam Rayah. Parakrama Pandya recognized the services of ‘Audi 
Narayana Thevar by granting him the South Alagapuri fort’ and the lands 
attached to it, and got another fort built for him, and designated the whole, 
as Kollamkondan to signalise the thorough defeat of’ the Kollam 
Rajah, Parakrama Pandya conferred the title of Vandaya in perpetuily on 
Audi Narayana Thevar and made him the first Poligar of Kollankondan, 

During the time of Thiiumala Naick, King of Madura, there was 
a theft of valuable jewels from the temple of Nachiyaramman at Stivilli- 
puthu, when Muthu Pandya Vandaya Thevat, a successor of Audi 
Narayana Vandaya Thevar, detected the culprits and recovered the stolen 
property. When questioned by the King asto how Andi Narayana 
Thevar's service in this direction should be 1ecognised, the latter desired 
thé conferment on himin perpetuily of the name of the former, He was 
thereafter known as Thirumalai Vandaya Thevar, Thirumala Naick 
grititdd him other rewards wilh the insignia of royally and temple 
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shonams. He and hrs sriceessorg were held in great esteem by the Maho- 
qpedan rulers ais they paid then tribute regularly and conducted their busi« 
ness peteetully, After the advent of the Giiteh, the jaghit of Kollankendan 
became pewhensh-payae zannadari, 

In 1788 at Che request of the Nuwath af te Carnatic 2 force of 500 
Buropenon and 2,000 sepaya wie ordered to proceed inte the countries 
wof Madura and Timevelly to asst in reducing them to hia abedience, 
Muhammad Yienf Khan war then the Commander of all the Company's 
epoys, Regading Kollankondan apr. Caldwell, in his History of the 

‘pistrict of Timevelly, says mul the Poligar of Calincandan (Rollam- 
kondin vow inchuled ut the Settir Zamindari), which lies thileen mike 
-porth-cast, of Srivilipattur, paying no regard lo the usual summans 
Muhammad Ss usnt marched and attacked his fort, which was abandoned 
after a slight revistuiee.” In the events thal look place subsequently the 
following is recorded ¢-° His (Muhammad Yusuf Khan's) first 
March was (o Kollanikondan. We had taken this fort in 1756 5 but after 
dis departure for the Carnatic Puli Devar and Vadakarai had extended 
fbeir acquisitions thas far and placed their guard in Kollamkoncan. Mt 
was a mud fort withow cannon and, afler a slight resistance, 
gibmitied to lim," In the events following the death of Muhammad 
- Mueut Khan, we icad She year 1766 closed with the failure 
of an altempt an the part of Major Mint to reduce some of 
ihe more turbulent Poligits ta obedience. On the 28rd of December 
he marched from Stivilliputlur for the purpose of attacking the fort of 
wlacunda (Nollamkondan). © * “On the 26th April 1767, Colonel 
“Onmpbell, who had marched from Rajapalayan on the 26th appeared with 
ls force before Rollamkondan, wheis Major Flint four months before 
had austained a repulse, His main object was to bring the defenders of 
ihe fort from escaping, but notwithstanding all the precautions he took, on 
is opening fire on the morning of the Ist May the fort was found to be 
bandoned, ‘This was a great disappointment to Colonel Campbell, for, as 
‘fe observed, unles4 the ringleaders of the rebels could be Jaid hold of, the 
nly effect of taking and destroying their forts would be to oblige them 
rebuild, which they could do at a far lesa expense than we could level,”’ 
Muthuknruppa Thirumalal Vandaya Thevar, the Zamindar of Kollan~ 
aKondan, in 1802, had a large family and was in indigent circumstances, 
rapa consequently, Mi, Luehinglon, Collector, fixed (he pelshcush at the 
f “fominal aum of five pagodas, Muthukaruppa Thitumalai Vandaya-‘Thevar 
Maa aucceeded by his only son, Thiramalal Vandaya Thevar, ‘Then came 
the latter's son, Ponnayya Thirumalal Vandaya Thevar, who was in charge 
ihe eatnie for fourteen years, He bad no issue, and therefore, after him , 
: 






ie 
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with the consent of his widow, Ayyamma Athall, bis younger brother, 
Sankara Pandya Thirumalar Vandaya Thevar, managed the zamin for 
iwenty years. Of his five wives, the first had predeceased him without 
children. The second, Vudayammall, also known as Poochi Ammall Athall, 
had two sons, Ramaswami Vandaya Thevat and Ponnayya Thirumalai 
Vandaya [hevat, There were two sons, by the third wife, Balatchi Ammall, 
namely, Thirumalai Vandaya Thevar and Subiamania Vandaya Thevat. 
The eldest of all the sans, Ramaswami Thirumalai Vandaya Thevar, 
succeeded to the estate and held it fqr twenty-five years. As he had no 
male issue, his younger hiother, Ponnayya Thirumala: Vandaya Thevar, 
became Zamindar. Ramaswamu Thirumalat Vandaya Thevar's illegitimate 
son contested the estate, and the Distiict Cout of Tinnevelly decided in 
his favour, In ihe appeal before the High Coutt, the order of the lower 
court was reversed, and the claim of the appellant was upheld, 
The former Zamindar, Si: Ponnayya Thi:umalai Vandaya Thevar, 
a venerable gentleman, was nearly eighty years of age at the time of his 
death, which happened in the middle of 1915, Some years ago he built the 
Kahtanamantapam in the temple at Seithur, and the annval wedding 
ceremony there was performed at his cost. The temples in Thevathanam 
attached to the Seithur estate and those in Rajapalayam received substans 
tal help from him, He left behind him a large fumily of five sons, two 
ddughteis, and grand children. He was kind to his tenants and populae 
with all, His eldest son and successor is Sri Sankara Pandya Thirumalai 
' Vandaya Thevar. ; 
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SRESRL SRI SOLHA CHANDRA SINGH DEO GARU' 
ZAMINDAR OF SHERGADA | 


The Shergada estate lies south of Aska in. the Ganjam District; 
» Madras Presidency, © lis: area is about thirty-five square miles, and the 
\ population, according to the census of 1911, is 14,884, It is bounded on the 
“North by the minges of hills separating. it from the Zamindari. of 
. Dharakota and Berhampore Taluks, on the Last by the Godahado river, 
on the South by the Chinnakimedi, Pedcakimedi, and “Aska “Talay, and 
on the West by the Bocdogoda ‘Taluq, 
The whole zamindari is a very low fertile county; “except a 

- small portion on the northern side. whieh is hilly and abounds in small 
tharay bushes, and which ix inhabited by the Khonds, : There is'a river 
‘galled Nanduni which flows from the west {o the eastand trrigates the 
© whole catate exaept a very few villages. . The river branches. off into two - 
‘smaller rivers near. Keerthipuram, which ig'an enfranchised: inam: village 
belonging. to Sri Jagannathaswami, One -branch ‘of the main river 
drrigates the southern part of the zamindaci, and: the other the northern 
part, whence it afterwards joins the Godahada river. Tho zamindari-is 
also irrigated to some extent by tanks, sagarama and nallag, ete, 
Besides this river, the Rushykulya: canal runs (brough the’ Talug. The 
‘climate of Shergaca is moderate:and healthy, und ‘the drinking water. ia 
_ very good, The prevailing languages are Uriya, and Telugu of which : 
_ the Jaltér is not go Jargely spoken as the: formar.” Bon 
The zamindari-bas. a very ‘small. foreat;:and useful tion bers re not i 
Availabla,..'The wild boasts that dnfest-the [oreat are hyenas, bearsi'boars, 
ic deer, cheetahs, panthers, eto.” The wild boars cause: much damnge to the 
“orops in certain parts of the zamindari,..As-the present Zamindar is a . 
ood ‘sportsman, he has reserved a-very small portion of the forest near 
the palace which is useful for hunting purposes, ~The zamindatt 
haista of forty-one’ villages including the ‘ village, Puritipenta, purchased 
by the: present: aes in the Vizianagram ican Vinag 
: on 
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Distiict, with the Jeroyiti, Agraharawms etc., and the peishcush payable, ins 
cluding the cesses, amounts to Rs. 13,690-—18—6, This estate yields large 
quantities of paddy and still larger quantities of cumbu, cholum, 
sugar-cane, giam, green-gram, black-gram, hoise-gram, red-gram, tohacco 
ete, Hemp and juteare also cullivated lo some extent, 

The people of this estate ave mainly Uniyas, while asmall portion of 
them ae Telugus, They are a backward class of people, and theit general 
progress ts telaided by thei superstilions and prejudices, They are 
lethargic and wanting in energy, but very contented. This is probably 
due to climatic influence, ‘The bulk of the people are cilher ryots or 
agricullural labowers, They are in want of education. 

The agticultural progress in this patt of the country is confined to 
the cultivation chiefly of paddy, sugar-cane, ancl ragi, In some parts 
gioundnut is grown, Neither improved implements nor scientihie methads 
of agriculture have been introduced, ‘The staple food grains are rice and 
lagi. 

From Sheigada there is a main.road, which runs from Ichapyiam to 
Aska thiough Shergada Gado. There are two waysto goto Berhams 
pore, one via Peddakimedi, a distance of twenty miles, and the other wia 
Aska, a distance of thirty-two miles, 

These roads are very good and motor cars can go without trouble, 
To go to Aska, there are no rivers to crass, but to Peddakimedii one has 
to ford the river Godahado, which is not bridged, At the instance of the 
present Zamindar of Shergada, the Government of Madras recently 
bridged the Nandurni river on the [chapuram main road near Shergada, 
It was opened by Mr. Macinichael, the District Collector. The Rajah of 
Dharakola and the other neighbouring zamindars were present on the 
occasion and took part in the function, 

The Zamindartes of Shergada, Bodagada, Dharakota and Sure 
ada were one in 1442, in the era of Vikramadithya, ‘The estate’ 
of Shergada in the Ganjam District is as ancient as it is prominent, 
Its present Zaminda, Sri Sobha Chandra Singh Deo, has become an ob- 
ject of interest as well as of regard gn account of hisgentlemanly bearing, 
refined conveisation, and lofty manners. He isa scion of one of the most 
ancient families of Northern India, known as the Singh, that had emigrated 
inte Southern India some centuries hack, No authentic records ae forth. 
coming so as to enable us either to fix the date of the emigration or to 

, mention the peiiod when the particular member of the f amily left the land 
7 of lus ‘shes, The family is said to have descended from the Purani¢ 
" “Nala J The Singhs originally tesided in Jaipur (Rajpulana), Sei 
Sobhachanydra Singh Deo was the first who settled down at Ganjam in 
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Southern fadta ua the nnddle af the eleventh century. What brought lam 
all the way Nom Jeput to Ganjam, whether it wis war or any overwheline 
ing giiel, we wie unable to say. Te later became the Rajah of Patta 
Munchka Dy sheet force of aun Patte Mundika was altenwards called 
Khidsingli, which now comprises the extates of Shergada, Bodogoda, 
Dharakuta, al Sanda, and whieh 1 the home of asel of abornginal tibes, 
known as the Khonds, Before Sobhachindra Singh Deo came fom Jaipur, 
a Khond was povernmg the Khidsmeh country; and when his four sons 
quartelled with one another over gthe right lo govern the country, 
he told thei that they were nol entided lo it The old man 
then prayed ty dis family goddess, Durga, to nominate a persor 
as ther head.” One night he dreamt a dieum that the following 
motning a main would come on honse-back to bunt in’ that forest, 
and that he should lal the man’s horse and appoint him to 
govern the Khidsinghs county, Accarcdingly, the old man went to the 
forest curly nextamorning, wih seme of lng followers in search of the 
person foreluld in hes dream, fe found a man comme towards him on 
horge-back, ag hie had dreamt (he previous night, He and his followers 
succeeded in killing the hore at once, aid they made that man their 
Clnef, Ue declared hunself to be a Kshatuya by caste and gave his 
name ag Set Soblichaneraxingh Dew. He ruled over the Khidanghi country 
or Patta Mundika from 1168 lu 1206 A. 2, and made Shergada his head. 
quarters, After seven generations had passed, Bolliyarsingh Deo, a mem 
ber of the ancient family, thought st proper (a divide the KIndsinghi country 
among his three sons, who were Irequenly quacelling among themselves, 
To Damon Singh, (hy son of his eldest son, Gangadhara Patlakunuar, he 
gave Bodogoda ‘Taluge To hr second son, Hadelu Singh, he gave 
Dharakota ‘Talug, and to his thi sen, Sundaa Damana Singh, he gave 
Surada, keeping Shergada te himself, ‘This division took place in 1476 
’ 


A.D, 


$a Lakshminarasingh Leo Garu, father of the present Zamindar, 
was a nobleman of modern spirit, He improved the estate by sinking wells, 
excavating lanks, and sagaraus, and afforded other facilities for irnignting 
ft. During lia me, the Government of Madras had a canal con 
structed through lily estate, He was a Jarge-hearted Zamindary for many 
poor and deserving people enjoyed the bounty of bis gift. He was a good 
Jhuntamen; many (gers and other wild animals full under his gun, He 
‘idvanced money to many Zamindars of the District in diffeully, He 
formed a new Jeroyrlt village in hig name and provided 1 with some lanks 
and wells, Iie pissed away in 1897, 
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Sri Sobha Chandéa Singh Deo Garu, the subjcet of this skelch, wag 
born at Shergada onthe 9th August 1883, During his minorily the 
estate was managed by the Court of Wards, For his edyeation he 
was sent to Chatarpur and placed under Mr. B,C, Chatterji, After some 
months he joined the Newington Institution, Madras, under the careful 
guidance of Messrs, C, Morrison and C, H. Payne, He received good 
education and learnt many sports, For his excellence in tennis, gymmnasy 
fics, etc, he won medals from the Court of Wards and from the Ooty 
Gymkhana, He attained his majority on the 29th August 1904, when the 
District Collector, Mr, J. G, D. Partridge, placed him in full adininistrar 
tive charge of the estate. He has constructed a nice building for locating 
a club in the.garden, called Nandano Bono, near the Palace, He has built a 
summer palace in the same garden for guests as well as for himself, 
It is excellently furnished and kept in a splendid style, A palace, al a cost 
of a lakh and a half, in up-to-date style, filled up wilh magnificent clectric 
lights and fans, by means of an electric installation, is in course of 
construction, When finished it will be the best of its kind in the whole 
of the Disttict He has laid good roads in the estate, To improve the 
morale of the Indian Dramas, he has started a Dramatic club in his palace, 

As he is a good sportsman, he has organized a Club under the name 
of * Sri Shergada Rajah’s Spotting Club,” which has on its rolls forly 
members for the different games, as cricket, foot-ball, tennis shooting, ele. 
He devotes the major portion of his time to administrative matters 
and looks after the affairs of the estate personally, with the halp of an 
infelligent Private Secretary, Mr, G, Radha Krishna Pantulu Garu, besides a 
good staff of officials, He attends the estate orfice regularly every day 
at noon, and disposes of all the pelilions addressed to him, The way 
he holds his office, the manner in which he distributes work among his 
subordinates, and the proper check and control he exercises over them, 
speak very highly of his business-like and methodical habits, Ele is” 
accessible to his ryots and readily tedresses their grievances, He hag 
relieved the pecuniary difficulties of many Rijahs and Zamindars in the 
District and also in other places, as Vizianagram, Chikali, Chinuakimedi 
Bodarsingi, etc, by advancing them large sums of money, , He has 
subscribed liberally towards the construction of a separate science buil- 
ding attached to the Kollikota College at Berhampore, By his prudent and 
economical management of the estate, there has been a rise in the tevenue 
to the extent of twenty thousand tupees, The Government has granted 
him power {o fine village officers, He is a member of the Ganjam District 
Board and President of the Ganjam Landholders' Association, He ia 
related to many Rajahs and Zamindats in this }istrict andin Orissa, 
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They all bawe a yreat repaed far him on account of his urbane character 
and gentlemanly behaviour, ‘Those wha koow hin personally speak of 
him asa delightful companion, gen, open-minded, interested in many 
things, and given {0 hospitality, [He spends some time every morning in 
allending to temple affurs aud again in the evening with his courtiers, or 
rather Bhollo Lokkos, in some religious stuclies such as the Ramayanam, 
MahaeDharatam, and Bhagavad Gila, He ia very desitous of having a 
combined Poat Olfice al his headquarters for the good of the public and is 
willing to contribute towards its upkeep. 

The Zamindar married a lady of the Parlakimedi family in 1904, but 
the Rani pasaed away after ashort time, Laler he married in the 
Kallikota family, and he has since been blessed with axon and heir, On 
the 2fa¢ day of the birth of the Prince, the Zamindar presented silk cloths 
to many pour people and held a ball in the palaces all this cost him nearly 
Rs. 15,000, : 

The Zamindar's venerable mother passecl away on the Ist December 
07. During his minority she spared neither pains nor money towards 
his educational attainmeots. She was very charitable so thal her son 
might prosper inthe world. She built a temple dedicated to Siva, Sho 
yontributed liberally in L904 towards the Club which the Zamindar bas 
suilt in his Palace. 

As he is well educated, (he Government have been pleased (o appoint 
tim a Member of the Diatricl Board, Ganjam. He is not only very 
yopular among his subjecty but is well liked by the @amindars of hia 
own Diatriet and elsewhere: 1 


RAL BAHADUR GUNPUT SINGH] 
- ZAMINDAR OF HARAWAT 


Harawat 1s a rich and extensive zamindari in the Bhagalpur aud 
sther adjoining districts of the Bengal Presidency. ‘hough the zamindart 
itself 1s of comparatively iccent origin, the Zamindats trace their descent 
from an ancient Rajput tamily of the Chichi Chawhan clan, The ancestors 
of the present Zamindas were independent Rajabs of Sindh Mire 
Khana and Basalapm near Ajmer, ‘The fust Rajah of this clan known tol 
history 1s Somechand, About the middle of the tenth century Rajah 
Mahipal, the ninth in descent from Somechand, embraced: Jainism in 
consequence of a miraculous cure of a long-standing disease by‘a Jain 
ascelic. The family have sunce remained in the fold of Jamism, and the 
subject of thig memoir and his immediate ancestors have been the 
recognised leaders of the Jain comunity of Bengal. ‘There was a son! 
and heit, Rajat Manick Deo, born to Rajah Mabipal in 8 A.D. 
Manick Deo was a capable roler and bold warrior, He changed the 
seat of governmert from Sindh Mirkhana to Basalapur near Ajmer, 
He vastly extended Ins territories conquering the Nagpur Province — It is 
said that he spent a large sum of money in forminga big lake, ‘The 
umes of his son and grandson, Abhoy Singh and Surchander, were equally 
prosperous, and they are said to have conquered the Province of Malwa, 
Surchandet had two sons, Dugat and Sugar, who started the syslem of 
gotlra after thew names, ‘The third in descent from pugar, Burdhman, 
had a big tank dug and put up a temple dedicated to Chandra Prabhu 
about the end of the twelfth century, The family continued lo be promi« 
nent wherever it went, and about 1532 one member of it, Sukhji, came to 
Rajgarh, and distingawshed himself in the service of Emperor Shabjahan, 
who conferred on hitu the lifle of Rajah and made -him a commander 
of 5,000 troops, His great-grandson, Buirdasji, came to Bengal in the 
eighteenth ceuluty fiom Rajpulana and setlled in Murshidabad asa 
banker, Himself, his son, Budhsinghji, and his grandson, Pratapsinglji, 
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‘wore all shrewd business men, made immense fortunes, and led a life of 
influence and power, ‘They became the recognised leaders of the Jain 
community of Bengal antl reeenved marks of honour and khillats both 
fromthe Wmperor of Delln and the Nawah Nazim of Bengal They 
flourished ity dwokers, opened branvhes un diferent parts, and acquired 
gamindaries ai several districts, suelo Bhiyalpa, Puinea, Rangpur, 
Dinajpar, Malda, aud) Murshidabad. "They were abo knewn for their 
charity and dargeheartedness, Pottapsinghji died im 1840 and wag 
succeeded by hix son, Dhunput Singd. : 
He way a iin of great parts and immensely rich, He was a sympa- 
Ahetic adinmistrator of his zamindaries and was widely known for his 
acis of public charity. He pol up dharmasalas and temples al) 
wver the country, from Calcutta to Bombay, newly lwenly~five 
places in the Bengal and Bombay Presidencics having thus been 
aubstantially benefited by his charities, In recognition’ of his bherality 
and public spirit, lie was made a Rai Rahadur in 1805, a unique honour 
in thasa days, When His late Majesty visited Inclia in 1875 ng 
Prince of Wales, Dhunpul Singh was presented to His Royal Highness. 
Ho wag invited fo attend the Imperial Assemblage at Delhi in 1887 and 
was awarded the Imperial Commemoration Medal, At the Golden 
Jubilee of Her Majesty Queen Victorian in 1887, he had the honour of 
presenting the addreason behalf of the Jain community, Hedied in 1896 
leaving behind him three song, Gunput Singh and Nuypul Singh, sons by 
hia firat wile, and Mahuraj Bahadur Singh, son by the second wife. During 
sthe life-time of their (ather, Guoput Singh and Nurpul Singh separated 
‘themselves from the family, and as descendants in the senior line, they 
‘had the principal estate of Harawat ; hence they are popularly known as 
‘the Rajahs of Harawal, 
‘Their xamindari covers a fofal area of nearly 400 square miles, 
'The soil is rich and fertile, Jt has a population of nearly 180,000 inhabr 
Hanty, Tho estate prorucva wheat, rice, oilsecds, jute, sugarcane, 
tobacco, etc, The headquarters of the estate is Gunpulganj, named after 
‘the grandfather of the present Zamindar, It was founded some Alty 
‘years ago, and itis a principal place of trade in those parts, It is well 
iptovided by the liberality of the Zamindars with every convenience of 
‘modern clviheation, dharmasalas, temples and masfids, medical halls and 
‘hospitals, schools and offices, factories atc, Pious Jains with scrupulous 
régatd for animal Jife and oharitably inclined towards their fellow heings, 
4h gamindare of Harawat are vary kind to their ryots, By an efficient 
system of management they have considerably improved ther dlatey; 
tig fonants are loyal and devoted and they appreciate the timely help 
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: thoy get'from the Zamindars in the shape of advances, grants for. the 
purchase of seed grains, and loans for agricultural improvements, “In. all 
their works of improvement, the Zamindar’s enjoyed the'co-operatios and 
help of their late Manager; Babu Kuldip Narayan, They have. already 
spent three lakhs of rapees on works of public -utility. and ‘famine -relief, 
‘Ata considerable cost they have put upa spacious and: comfortable rests 
house for travellers. The address to Her Majesty Queen Victoria froth 

: the Jain. community on thé occasion of Her Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee 
in 1897 was presented by Gunput Sigh through the Vicerdy, In 1898 he 
was’ made a Rai Baliadur, and in.1900° his brother, Babu Nurput Singh; 
got the Kaiser-isHind medal, ‘The elder: brother is childless, and the youn. 
ger is, therefore, the heir-apparent,The brothers are devoted (o’each other, 
‘The younger brother has three sons, Sruput Singh, Mahiput Singh, ane 
.Bhuput Singh, “the eldest of whom is twenty-seven years of age. They 
‘are’ all’ well educated and enlightened, and .they are being trained in 
‘the work of estate management; 

As the leading family of the Jain community in’ Bengal, the Zamindars 
‘of Harawat hold a uniqué position, They are saa beties every were 
cae held in the areateat esteem. 
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Mr, V. P, MADHAVA RAO, C.1, B, 
DEWAN OF BARODA 


Some men are born great, some achieve greatness, and some have 
greatness (hrust upon them—so said the Bard of Avon for alltime, In 
Baroda none achieves greatness who has not character and capacity, Pree 
‘ferment does not go by favour in that enlightened and progressive Slate, 
(Under its masterful Ruler who has impressed his personality on every 
branch of the administration, mediocrities cannot thrive, This accounts 
‘for the Jong roll of capable Dewans whom the Maharajah has called to his 
ouncils from different parts of India, In the past, we have had auch 
distinguished men as Dewan Bahadur Srinivasa Raghava Iyengar and Mr. 
-R,C, Dutt, The present Dewan is no less distinguished and has had 
the rave distinction of having administered two leading Native States, 
Travancore and Mysore, 
, Mr, Madhava Rao is thrice great-great by birth, great by achieve. 
ment, and great by royal will, He comes of an ancient and respectable 
‘family in Tanjore, which had migrated from Satara immediately after the 
‘conquest of Tanjore by the Mahratlas, Born it 1850, he began his sludies 
tan early age, and graduated (B. A.) fiom the Kumbakonam College in 
"1809, His university career was one of great promise, and the Principal of 
ithe College, Mr. W.A, Porter, admired his “independence of thought"and 
fnirsine a “high opinion of his personal characler,” Thus equippedt,. 
ules the Mysore service, before (he Randition, in 1870, asa olepk in 
be office of the Guardian to His Highness the late Maharajah Sir CHama- 
rajendira Wadiyar Bahadur, G. C, 8,1, atid subsequently became Head 
aster of the Royal School where the Maharajah was being educated, He 
ia not remain Jong in this past, bul was within a year drafted to the judi- 
jelal department as Public. Prosecutor, By the time the Maharajah had 
4 umed direct control dver the State, he had risen to be a Subs sJudge. It 
whén he was in cha ns of the Royal School, that he came under the 
ugnes of ue oe ewan, Mr. Rangacharlu, C, 1. 2, Mr. Madhava 
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Rao was one of the brilliant young men about Mr, Rangacharlu, and env 
joyed the confidence and esteem and affection of that great man. It was 
under him that he obtained an insight into the principles of government 
and the problems which an administrator has to solve. 

During the segime of Mr, (afterwards Sir) Seshadti Iyer, Dewan of 
Mysore, Mr, Madhava Rao exchanged the Judicial for the Revenue line 
It was the executive branch of the administration that afforded full scope 
for the display of {hose powers of initiative, resourcefulness and readiness 
to take responsibility, which have marked him out as the ablest Indian Ad» 
ministrator we have had in recent times, As Deputy Commissioner of 
the Shimoga and Pangalore Districts, he was accessible, ready to hear anc 
redress grievances, and interested himself in the welfare uf agriculturists, 
in the improvement of the sanitation in towns and villages, in the provie 
ding of pure waler, in laying out roads and planting avenues, and in reg- 
toring mrigation works, His devotion to work won the admiration of Sir 
Oliver St. John, then British Resident, while touring in the Shimoga 
Distiict, This gentleman congratulated the Maharajah of Mysore on his 
having in his service an officer of the stamp of Mr, Madhava Rao, While 
he was Deputy Commissioner of Bangalore, Mr. Madhava Rao took the 
initiative in granting relief {o weavers (hiown out of work during famine 
by supplying them with thread and purchasing the cloths woven by them 
instead of driving them to do earthwork to which they were not accusto~ 
med, This system of relief has been adopted by the British Government 
since then, 

After a successful career for nearly seven years as a District Officer, 
Mt. Madhava Rao was the first Indian gentleman to be appointed to the 
post of Inspectur-Genetal of Police in Mysore, He reorganised and impro- 
ved the force and established the Police School at Bangalore. When 
the plague broke out in the Province, at the instance of Colonel Sjr 
Donald Robertson, the British Resident, Mr. Madhava Rao was 
appointed Plague Commissioner without prejudice to his duties 
as Inspector-General of Police. Raised to a position of great responsi« 
bility at the time when the whole country was writhing under this 
dire visitation, Mr. Madhava Rao proved himself equal to the calls of the 
situation, and earned the gratitude of all classes of the community by his 
vigorous but sympathetic campaign against the plague, The Government 
matked their appreciation of his services by conferring the title of C. 1. B 

on him and awarding the Karser-i~Hind gold medal, It was at hia sugges+ 

, tion that many people quitted their old residences and built houses on sanir 

, taty principles outside the city, In addition to disinfection and inoculation 

“Nyhigh ie popula ised with a view fo stamp out the digease, he niade twa 
: TG 
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large extension to the Uangalure city and removed the congestion. 
dn J89B he wax made a Conneillor, and his promation was hailed 
by all chawes as a fitting recognition of dig services. ‘The new office gave 
him opportunities fi the exercise and display of his stateamanship, Soon 
aller the installation of the present Mahaajah of Mysore, he was appointed 
Revenus Commisioner in addition to Lis duties as Councillor, Labor- 
joualy, patiently, and most cunscientiously, he shove to systematize the 
work of (his important branch of the administration and placed it ona 
very officient hasis, Before the reorganization of the Rgyenue Depart. 
ment had cume (oa close, Mr, Madhava Rao was honoured with the 
premiership of ‘Travancore, ve 

Soon aller his aysumption of this high office, he set Vimscit ta the task 

af reorganizing the Se(dement Department, MWe abolished the obnoxious 
yyatem of levying heavy tines on Service nam lands, and had (he itregular 
stom ul accounty and finance put in order by a Anantial expert, and 
ntroduced (he sygten of daily audit, He started the Srimulam Popular 
Assembly which is deing immense good to the subjects of ‘Tavancore, 
de organized the Mxcise Department which now yields an annual income 
Mf forty-live laklis of rupoes, Ho introduced free primary education, for 
which (he ‘Travancoteans cannot be sulliciently grateful to hun, He puta 
top to the abuse and extravagance in the management of temples and 
sading houses, It waa at his inslanes that the Maharajah abolished the 
voted custom of looking down upon the lower classes and non-Hindus 
w§ polluters of temples and tanks and levying heavy fines on thom. He 
conferred a grent baon on the ryat population by abolishing taxation in 
Kind, While devising means lo oarry out many other salutary teforme in 
‘Travancore, be was called away in March 1903 by HV, the Maharajah of 
Mysore lu ageept Wie Dewars of hus Stale, 

Eaninently cousteoug a his manners, an admuable man of business, 
on good teins wilh all communities mn the Travancore State, seriously 
abstaining from doing unything that would give even the appearance 
.of offence, Mr. Madhava Rav svon grew to be not only a personage bul a 
power, . 

When Sir P.N, KSishna Murthi, the Dewan, relied, the Maharajah 
of Mysore regarded Mr, Madhava Rao as pre-eminently the nan for the 
ipliice, ye an obedience which { (he catdinal virtue of his Life, a ry 


’ 


avith an dafaltering purpose to give to the now office the benefits of © 
this yeurefof experience, ha resuinted the burden of olftee in the Mysore 

“Stale amjelst the acclamation of all classes of people, He was at the 

shebn'of the adminuldation for three years, during which period the 

“wigoltinery of the government was overhauled, The Civil Service was 

goof 
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reorganized, a Legislative Council for making Laws and Regulations was 
instituted > the Disiricl work was remodelled ; the “Executive and 
Judicial functions were separated in some districts ; special rules 
were framed for the selection and training of Amildars, Revenue 
and Judicial Probationers, Revenue Inspectors and Village Accountants, 
He appointed Veterinary Inspectors and encouraged the publication of a 
vernacular fortnightly gazette for the enlightenment of the village officers 
and the ryot population. He popularised cattle shows and agricultural 
exhibitions «9d in course of tyne replaced the old Agricultural 
Banks by Co-operative Credit Societies on the British Indian system, and 
encouraged singe dinlgation schemes, 

The Finanvial Department underwent a thorough change. The 
Comptroller was appointed ex-officio Financial Seerclary to Government, 
and the Office of Examiner of Public Works was amalgamated with that 
of the Comptrolfer. A Famine Reserve Fund was created in 1906-7 without 
dislocating the finances of the Stale, and every year a sum of two lakhs of 
rupees is being added to it, A Retrenchment.Committec, consisting ol two 
Members of Council, was appointed in 1906 to consider and suggest 
reductions in expenditure in the administration, The minimum 
salary of village schoolmasters was fixed at Rupees ten, Elementary 
education was made free in rural parts, Technical and Jndustrial 
schools were opened at convenient centres, Toreign research 
scholarships were introduced in 1907, ‘Teaching in practical agriculture 
was encouraged in Anglo-Vernacular schools, and Kindergarten and 
manual instruction were introduced under expert guidance, ‘The State 
Colleges in Mysore and Bangalore were reorganized to enable them to 
meet the requiiements of the New Universily Regulations, The extension 
of Local Self-Government received considerable atiention from Mr, 
Madhava Rao, He was instrumental in giving a pure water-supply to the 
impoitant towns of Shimoga and Harihar, He was the first to recognize 
the claims of outlying stations lo have their requirements in the way of 
drainage and water-supply attended to equally with those of the capital 
cities, A scheme for the improvement of the famous place of pilgrimage, 
Melkote, was passed, It was during his Dewanship that the long-standing 
question of the Department of Public Health assumed a practical shape, 
and a regularly organized Department with a slaff of Sanilary ovficers for 
the Districis and ‘Taluks under the control of a Hanitaty Condnissioner 
was brought into existence, This has demonstrated is usefulnigss by the 
good work it has turned out. Indigenous medicine received support, and 
a College for leaching Ayurvedic nedicine was calablished in Mysore. 
The third installation of the Cauvery Power Scheme, cost the sum of 
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Rp, 12,00,.841, Electric light to the Civil and Military Station, Bangalore, 
was supplied and formally inaugurated on the Ist January 1908, : 
4 With a view to prevent the repeated thefts of gold in the various 
Nia of the State, he introduced the Mysore Mines Regulation of 1906. 
This wis based on the Acta passed in the gold mining countries of Aus 
staaia and South Africa, IC must be noted, however, that he was only respon- 
sible for publishing (he Regulation, the Aci having been passed during the 
previous regime. The Newspaper Reyulation is another measure of his 
that has heen adversely criticised, Y is admitted that Coahbia portions of 
it need revision, ane the Dewan had il revised in accordance with an 
assurance given by him in the Representative Asse; ; but his period 
of service {urminated before he could carry out Ms promise, The 
Maharajah, however, seemed lo think thal no change in the Act was 
necesnary, aud he told the Viceroy in 1909 that no amendment would be 
made in the Act. Mr. Madhava Rao was instrumentgy“in abolishing the 
éxporl duty on arecanut which meant a loss of revenue to the extent of 
four lalths of rupees in (he Malnad, and in’ reducing the assessment on 
arecanul gardens lo the exteal of nearly 50 per cent, These bvo measures 
have piven immense relief to the growers of arecanut, and there are 
alyoady signs of revival of the arceanut industry and of (he return of pros. 
perity to the Malnad, 

When he retired from the office of Dewan, the ready acknowledge 
ment of bis chiima on the geatilnde of the countty aud the unanimous 
recogmilion of his sterling worth by all parties as well as the 
opinions expressed by (he peas at large, showed that Mr, Madhava 
Rao had chacharged wilh credit to himsel( and satisfaction to the pulftic 
the duties of the highest position in one of the most advanced States 
of the Empire, 

After retirement he travelled widely in India and studied the 
conditions oblaining in diflerent parts of the Empire. He helped His 
Holiness the late Jagadgaru of Sringeri in founding (he Sanskril Institute 
in Bangalore, A niovement was set on foot to make it the centre for 
combining in the study of Sanskrit, the Pandit method with the 
critica! method of the Western nations, He presided over the 
Tanjor istrict Conference held at Shiyall in 1918, His ferent which 
containg) « vigorous allack-on the Land Policy of theBrit vernment 
in ryolwari tracts, crenied some sensation. He is lrongly Af opinion 
thal induction in nomlanguage subjects should be imparted Uirdugh the 
medium ef the vernaculars and, lo facilitate this, he advocates the redlistrie 
bution of the various provinces on a linguistic basis, While engaged in 
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promoting public measures of this kind, His Highness the Miarajgh 
Gaekwar of Mavoda invited him to take up the Dewanshiy of hin State. 
in 1914, ' 

In consideration of the valuable services rendered to the State by if 
Minister, Mr. V. P, Madhava Rao, C.LE., His Highness the Gael. way uf 
Baroda has ordered a statue of him to be made and located in the Patyge 
Durbar Hall, The order for the statue bas been placed in the hands of 
ab Edinburgh sculptor, 

s Mx. Madkeza Rao is a man of wide culture, progressive in his ways, 
but averse to all violent departure from the ancient religious and social 
system of India, whish is, in his opinion, unrivalled as a scheme for secur 
ing the happiness'of man bere below and in his future existence. 

Mr, Madhava Rao, CLE, has had a phenomenal career, but thoge who 
admire his genius are confident that the limit of his capabilities has not yet 
been reached an@that his experience will be of great benefit to Baroda 
which has already achieved under iis capable Ruler the distinction of being 
the foremost Native State in India, 
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brother of LHa Highness the Rajah af udukkottal, He wey brought up with 
hia brotherand IY well edugated. Te now holds theteNition of Military 
Seevetary to His Highness, Ue isa very popular official of hg Pudukkoltai 
Darbar ; : 


gri Bhalrava Ramachandra Dural Rajah oor is’ a 


' 


Wor. 0. Vijayaranga Mudaliyar:—This gentleman & an Executive 
Engineer in the Trefgatlon Brauch of His’ Highness the Nizam’s Pablie Works 
Departinent, He is a native of Chittoor, in the North Arcot District, Madras 
“Presidericy. He is a highly respected official of I. 1, the Nizam’s Government. 
He realdes In Secunderabad, where he fs very popular, . 


mp 


Wo, Promoderanjan Bhattacharjen, BiAtHo waa born onthe 
{gth March 1HAd ane graduated B.A. in 1904 from the Univeraily-of Caleutta, 
He entered the Vipperuh State service in 1907 and held the following post: 

“Hong p= (1) Assistant Maglatinte-<Collector (2) Officersin-charge, Accounts 
Department ; (1) Personal Assistant to the Miniater; and (4) Divisional Officer 
of Udaipur, Dharonenigin and: Khowni Divisions, He is now employed as the 


“Divialonal Officer of Kailagahar, 


vee se 


Jule Babu Lal r~Ie in now Collector, Kapurthala State, He was born 
othe 10th: Angst 1872, His family has been in the service of the Stale for * 
the Inat four generations. He served. the British Government for tem years in 
varlous capacities, Hye entered the Kaporthala State service in 1901 as 
Inapector in-Oudh, avd was transferred to Panjab in 1900 aa ‘Taheildar, 
He served in Phaywara and Dhilwan. Tahails, and his service as Collector 


county a Lite over five yenra, : 


A 





‘Babu/Amarendra Nath Savoar, BL, Ho belongs ton rkpectuble 
Kayastha Minily of Ranaghat, Nadea, He graduated wilh honda iy English 
from the he Xaview'a College, Caleutta, In 2008. He wae ap’solnled Secretary, 
Bonpur 7 pusdatory State, in 1001... He: posseraes judicial powers, civil of a 
Subordinate Judge, wid eriminal of an. Asaiatint Sessions fudge. Asa man 
of threes and thirty anmmera he In many years ol useful and distingtiahed 
rervice before him, . 7 
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‘Babu Jagannath Prasad +~This gentleman isan able and experienced 
Officer of she tayhatar pur State in Central India, and has served it with integrity 
for abont ¢ quarter of acentlury, Ue officiated as Dewan on several occuslons 
and worked aa the Nazim and First Class Magistrate fo four years, Te is ng 

-the Head Accountant of the Durbar with first class magisterial powers. Tis’ 
popularity among the general public is quite manifest from the (act that he 
has been elected as the Municipal Chaitman for four years successively, += 


mr. Krishnajt Baivant Moghe He joined the Jamkhandi State ag 
Diwan in Feary 1918, He is a pensioner of the Brilish Government. He 
joined the British ¢ rvice in May 1878 in the Belgaum Collectot’s office, He 
was made Mamlaglge in 1890. He served as Mamlatdar and Chitnis in Kanara, 
Bijapur, and pe nau til 1899, when he was promoted lo 2 Depuly Collector. 
ship. He served as Huzur and District Deputy Collector in Dharwar, Kanara, 
Belgaum, and Bijapur, and as Assistant lo the Commissioner, Southern Division, 
He retired in 1a1 as fourth grade Deputy Collector. 


. Commanding Colonel Bahadur dung Rana:--Ee was born on 
the 29th October 1864 and is the third son of the late General Bakhat Jung 
‘Bahadur Rana, who fought two great battles, captured the Kuti Vort in 
the Tibetan war and reached Lucknow in viclory during the Mutiny of 1867. 
Commanding Colonel Bahadur Jung Rana was the Representative of the 
Government of Nepalin Calentla during the vicetoyalty of Lords Dufferin and 
Lansdowne. He again held the same office hom the regime of Tord Minto to 
that of Lord Hardinge. Ho was one of the invited guests at the Delhi Coronas 
tion Durbar of 1911 and was seated in the Voreign Consul General's Block, 





Mr. Syed Ameer Hasan i—He was born on the v8rd Augual 1860, 
{Je comes of a very noble family of the Mysore Stale, Hig ancestors held very 
distinguished positions both in Brilish Tndia and in Mysore, Te retied in 
1907 as a Senior Assistant Commissioner, afler having served the Slate fora 
period of thirty-four years, all along earning the golden opinicu of the Gov- 
ernment. His leading position among his co-religionists, his vast experience 
gained in the different departments of the State service, were availed of hy 
the Mysore Durbar in nominating him a member of the Mysore Legislative 
‘Council soon after his retirement, and he has been a member cver since, 


Mr, Sarabhai Valabhait Majumdar, B.A., LL.B.-He was born in 
1861 and commenced his College career at Baroda, where he wap one of the 
merit scholarships, He joined the Baroda Slate service ns Stub- “Jug oe in 1889. 
He was the tirat Sub- Judge who was given the powersof a firstaclads Magistrate 
in 1890 with a vigw to separate the jucticial from the executive fan dons of the 
State” olfiters, “Tt was desired by His [lighness the Maharajah). ‘aheb that 
‘works on Law might be compiled in Gujarati, Mr. Sarabhai was asked to come 
pile a work on Mahomedan Law. Hs rapid sale proves the papular Apprer 
ciation of the ‘work, He is now istrict Judge al Navsari, 
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Wir, MON, Knopy, B.4,, GGBet-He inthe son of the fate Khan 
Bahadar NoM. Khory, Administrator of the Dhar Slate, Le is a graduate 
in Law of the Bombay Oniversity, le commenced his caeer asd Munsiff 
and Mirst-Chiss Maistre mm the Baroda State, where he made himself much 
popular diving the short period of fou years, and his conscieutious, hard’ 
and honext work wah piwdly apprecialed by the heads of the department. In 
recognition of his abitilies, he was but piven the most anerous post of Baroda 
City Muni, whete, it vile, only competent senior officers are appointed, 
Now be is holding the reapousible post of Jucicial Member, Advisory Council, 
te the Dhar State ® ia 


Pandlt Govind Ganesh Vaidya: -fle was born im (86d. He received 
his edavation in the Maharajah Hollar's Engineering Clase, Indore, For some 
years he wari ite Dewas i charge of the Dewas Guest Youre, which work he 
did to (he onthe sadsfaction of his superiors. He was then appointed asa 
Deattinia i the Narshiaggah State. By bis careful and honest work, he gol 
himself raised to higher yrades, He is at present working in Ue capacity of 
State Engineer, Almostall the soads and buildings are coustructed ander 
hig supervision and mangement, LHe has completed nearly seventeen years’ 
gervice in the Stale, Le is hard working, intelligent, straightforward, anda 
very vectul publig servant, 


Kumar Shree Bharat Singhjl:-Dewan of the Barwani Stale tn 
Central Indi, he iv the son ol Thakur Sahib Madhedsinghji, Taluldae of Uoral 
inthe Panshiniieds, Bombay Presidency, Ue belongs to the famous clan of 
Chivaiin Rajputs ave doa descendant of the Dovgad-Baria house inthe Rewa 
Kantha Agency, Ueois a cousin of TL the Bane Sahib of Barwani, Le was 
edueated inthe Daly Collage, Indore, with Un Uighness. After leaving the 
College, he war kets Honoricy Mugisteate aud atterwards remained at Ajmer 
for someting as Ls Lightess'’s companion, tn 100 he was appotuted Super- 
jutendent at the Barwani State. The following yet when (is Dighness was 
investes! with full powers, Kumar Shige Bharat Singh ji became Dewan, which 
position ta stil holds, 


Sarday Ramrao Govind Pandit i~This venerable gentleman, aged 
eighty-Unee, is a Sardar of Dewas in Ceutral India, The We of Sardar was 
peanted to him by the Rollug Chief of Dewas Senior Branch), when the later 
was vonterred the distinction of KC. 8. 7, by Uke Government of India, He 
ig given a jaghir by the Dewas Stites, Senior and Junior. In recognition of 
the Satcha’s services for halt a century, TL Os the Rajah of Dewas (Senior 
Beane) presented hind with a medal att Durbar of the State. He roudered 
merllonew rearview during thy Mutiny of 1867 Uimself and hit brother 
receive poomtad (rome the Senior Bameh ot the Dewes State, Me haw a sou 
Whois ner ving in tie Semor Uiauch ot Dewas lis brother, Mr, 1, G. Pandit, 
wad (he Kawavinia ala Mahal of the Principality. 
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+ Rat Bahadur Munshi Balmukand :~ Born in 187, he is the Sar 
Sooba of Malwa in Gwalior. “He is a native of Gwahor and his family have 
lived there for five generations. He was first employed as a Surveyor in the 
construction of the Slate Palace and was afterwards appointed Superintendent 
“in the Irrigation Department. In 1897 he was made Sooba, In recognition of 
his services during the famine in that year, the Builish Government conferred 
ouhim the title of Rai Bahadur in 1898 He became the Sar Sooba of 
Malwa in i910. He knows Lnglish, Persian, Uindi, and Mahratti, and is 
acquainted with Engineering. He is very popular with the officials as 
well as with the public atlarge. The family is well known for its sleady loyalty 
both to the British Government as well as lo the Gwalior Durbar 
. . 

Mr, Motibhat Bhikhabhai Patel :~[He was born in 1865, [He is the 
fxecutive Engincer, Navsari Distiict, Baroda. Ile began his Mnglish study at 
the late nge of seventeen, Leaving the Baroda College, he joined the Victoria 
Technical Institute, Bombay, as a Baroda Scholar, and obtained the diploma 
of Licentiate of Mechanical Engineering, and entered service in Kala Bhavan, 
Baroda. From there he was sent by H, H. the Maharaja Gaekwar for further 
study in Europe. During his three years’ slay there, he apprenticed himself at 
the works of Mesers. Hick, Hargreaves & Co., Bolton, obtained a diploma in 
honours in Mechanical Engineering, won Ashbuy exhibition in Civil Engi- 
neering at the Owen’s College, coming lirst in the first class, ancl waa elected an 
Associate Member of the Institution of Mechanical Engineers, 

My, Maniram Rupsing Ohavan, L.0,E) :-fHe is the son of the lute 
Sardar Bahadoor Rupsing, Risaldar Major of the 2nd Bombay Lancers and 
AvD. G, to H. E, the Governor of Bombay, He has been In the service of the 
Baroda State for the last twenty-five years, In the beginning he was employed 
‘in the Khangi Department, After he had gained good experience, His High- 
ness Was pleased to appoint bim as Faraskhana Kamdar on 12-7-1808, and he 
was given Naib Khangi Karbhari’s powers in 1906-7. He also works ns 
Executive Engineer, Palace Division. THe was deputed ag a Camp Officer on 
the occasions of the Delhi Coronation Derbars of 1908 and 1012 andage token 
of the satisfactory work done by him, was awarded a silver medal by the 
Government of India, 


‘ renee 


Sivdap Amar Singh :~He is the Dewan of the Patiala Stale, He is des 
cended directly from the well-known high family of Dewan Jawabar Singh of 
Mahitpur in the Jullundur District. Lis father, Sirdar Dalip Singh, was an 
EAA, of-high repute in the Government service, He mariied the daughter of 
Kanwar Bikram Singh Bahadur, C, 8, L, of Kapuethala, and is thos connected 
with the ruling family of the Kapurthala State, ‘The family is one of the best 
Niked families in the State, {is eldest son, Sirdar Amrik Singh, helda the high 


* fog a 
poat of Deputy InspectorsGeneral of Police in the Patialn State. Both 
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fathot and son iave been popula officers Unroughout is younger sons, 
Avwu jit Singh, Amsuindajit Singh, and Amardip Singh, with his, grandson, 
Amitjil Singh, we being educated 


My, Bomonjt N. Khory t--A Zorastrian, who ix the Naib Dewan of the 
Barwaui Suite, in Couteal Lidia, is the son ot the kite Khan Bahadur Khory, 
the most rengwned huvyet of Central India. He joined: set vice as Agsielant 
Supeolondent, Barwani, lrom where he was transferred to Lhe Dhar State as 
Superintendent, Court of Wards. Dagny bis slay of three gems inthe Comet 
of Wiuils, the whole Departnent was reorganised and many reforms were in- 
troduced. Qe was then transferred to the Revenue Department and worked 
as Revenue Oilicur of Kuksi and Dharamputi Parganas fer (our years. ‘The 
excellent wouk Unit he caeried out in the last famine was highly aupreciated by 
Vis Ilighnoss Sir Udaji Rao Poar, KC. S. 2, the Rajah of Dhar. In 1913 
he was tppoluted Nab Dewan and Revenue Secteliary of the Barwani Sta le, 
which post he still holds, 


Vaalor Brojo Kriahna Dova Varma: -|fe¢ isa Judge, Khas Adalat (or 
the Chief Cow) of the Tippera Slate, Le became Vazier after the death of his 
father, Ure lite Gopt Krishan Deva Vacma, Vazier and Peiose Minister to the late 
Maliuajah, Radha Kishore Manikya Bahadur, whose good services are well 
known aud very highly appreciated, He altended the Delhi Durbar of 1011 
a one ol Dis Cligghieas’s suite and was awarded a Durbar Medal, This family 
his been holdtag the post of Vazier for nearly seven genciations, and owns 
oxtenaive zumludacios in the neighbouring Budish tearitory. Tis grandfather, 
Vaaier Sib Joy Deva Varma, rendered valnable help to the Government 
doting the Mutiny of 1867, and his services wore recognised by the Bengal 
Government itd by the Commissioner of Dacca: ‘This family is connected © 

_ With the Raj family by mateimonial alliances. 


Mr. Havllal Manaukhram Parekh, Diwan, Barla State LHe 
waa bors ia Nadiad in 1ah0 At lke outset of hla career he joined the 
Gondal Stute, where ere long he became Chief Judge. Tis name is a byword 
there for probity and conacientiousness. Since 1880 he is almost uninter- 
rupledly the Chief Minister of the Barfa Stale, Fortune has singularly blessed 
him with the unreserved confidence of his masters and the Agency Officers, 
Hig services lo the Sttte are memorable and unique. Dming his rele of 
ollice Une State haw progressed in all directions, His uniform courtesy, 
winplicity, and suavily of manners, upright and stainless charactei, and burning 
zeal fur the pevple’s good, have permanently wou for him: them pratitude, 
attectiou, and tespect, He haa generously endowed wo. hospitals fittingly 
named alter hink and his wife, Surajbni. 
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Maharaol Shri Raisinhji Chandprasinhji: -He is a cousin of 
H, H. the Maharajah Sahib Pateb Sinhjr of Chhota-Udaipite and grandson 
of A. . the late Jitsinbji, and a scion of the Chauhan dynasty. Me is now 
thirty-three years old, Ile received tus education in the Cirasin College 
at Wadhwan in Kathiawar. Allerwards he joined the Imperial Cadet Corps 
at Dehra Dun and remained there for a couple of years, The Commandant 
of the Corps was pleased lo award him a cerlificate of good moral character, 
and he is privileged to wear a uniform of the corps, Te then entered British 
service as Police Inspector and served (or live years in (hat capacity al Surat 
and other placess After he resigned tleal post, FH. H. the Maharajah Sahib of 
Chhota-Udaipur made him Police Superintendent of the State, which oflice 
he still holds. ‘ 


° eee 


Mr. Shiva Das Budhiraja, M.A. :—Son of Dr, Agia Ram, be was born 
in 1876 at Miant (Shahpur, Punjab), He passed bis M, A in 1898 from the 
Government College, Lahore, and was awarded the Arnold Gold medal for 
heading the list of passes Lhroughoul the Province, and a purse of Rs, 100 for 
standing first in English, Passing the Pleader’s Examination in 1898 he 
practised as a lawyer for five years. He was appointed Personal Assistant to 
the Revenue Minister, Kashmir, in February 1905. He became Secretary to [is 
Highness the Maharajah Sahib Bahadur on the 25th March 1909, He wag pro- 
moted to the judicial line as Sub-Judge on the lst February 1910, He olfivia- 
ted as Chief Judge, Kashmir, at Rs. 800 month, in November 1010, Ue 
reverted after nine months making way for a senior in service, Ele is now 
Sub-Judge of Mirpur, first grade, ona salary of Rs, 600 per mensom, 





Mr, B, BH, Muthu Ramappa Nayantvarn :~This gentleman is the 
‘brother of the Zamindar of Bangaripaliem, He holds the respectible post of 
Dewan of that ancient estate. He was born in 1808 He read Lnglish fora 
few years and discontinued his studies in 1871. He commenced bia studies 
again in 1880, when he joined the Government High School, Chittoor, He, 
passed the Matriculation Examination in 1884. Shortly afterwards he gota place” 
in the Revenue Department of the Chiltoor Collectorate and passed the Hand: 
writing, Revenue and Criminal Test examinations, He resigned his appoint 
ment as he was transferred lo some olher place, and as he could not lake hls 
aged mother with him. Since then he bas served, with much credit,in the eslale 
of his brother, as Dewan, [leis the first among his class—Dalavynakula- 
pattabadras—to receive decent Inglish education and lo pasa a University 
Examination. ato 

Lieutenant-Oolonel Maharaj Sri Bhairun Singhji Bahadur t-. 
He is the sou of Maharaj Sri Khet Singhji Sahib aud cousin of Colone) His 
Highness the Maharajah of Bikaner Gc 1, WC Lis, ADC yLld He was boen in 
September 1879. He was educated al the Mayo College, Ajmer, {rom Novem. 
ber 1891 lo September 1805, In 1898 he was appointed a Member of the Stale 
Council and in L004 Secretary fo the Political and Foreign Departments. He is 
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now View President ined Patideal Member of the Stale Council, [le was fem 
pordrily appointed President ob the Corneil during: Hig Ulighnega’a visit to Ing, 
Jand, and aganein (EEL when His Highness proceeded to Burope for an 
active service inthe wan, he eteried on die administration of the Slate. Ho 
received the Delhi Davhiur and Coronation Duchae Meckila uid was eventted a 
CS. 1. onthe Isto Jamiary (08, 


Dr. 8, Krishnamurtl Alyar, fe isthe Sanitary Commissioner, ‘Tr 
vancore Sltle.  Afler he took dhe M. iB. & CO. M, Degree of Madins, he was 
enterGuined as an asustint Surgeon in qhe Madras Medical Seragee in 1896. His 
sevvices there were chielly euployed ia Magne and other Sanitary duties, 
His Plagne work at Vaniyambadi aud Bellary, hen the djsease caged there in 
1000 vn [02 reapectively, was appreciated both by the Government and by 
Ube public who presented tint wilh a yold medal, Ile was selected by Col, 
King, Sanitary Commissioner, Madias, as his Mirst Petsonal Assistant, and 
while he was so employed, he was appointed Sanitarye Commissioner of 
Travancore, in 1904, is steady, successtul, and silent administration has 
contributed nota tittle to the watistactory stile of pablic health, ax testified to 
iw the list Census Report of the State, 


Mw. A. BR. Vonkatoawarn lyert Son of Mi. V, Ramakrishna Iyer, 
ao enideat huvyer of the ‘Peielor District Court, be was bern at Nadavaramba, 
Cochin State, ind MB The youth had a distinguished educational caveer 
jo the Minakihin College and was a prize winner iu almost all the classes, He 
panged the IA, Mxianination iit t888 and the vecnacular branch of the B.A, as 
a privale candidate io HO Te entered servier asa elork in the JInzur Office 
in LOGO M. 2. While there, tig pasted several Hritish Special Tests, Tle was 
made ‘Tabaildac and second-class Magistrate in 1070, in whieh capacity be 
surved tor over Lwelve years ia all the ‘Talus of the State. Te acted for a short 
pettod ox Sarvadhikarnikarto I. Othe Rajah, He was made Special Settle: 
nent Officer iy connection with the Survey and SetUlement operations of the 
Dovaswom lands of the State, and after (wa soars he was posted as Superin- 
dendent of Regishaton, whieh appointment be vow holds, 


Mehta Bakhtaway Mal; Iq was born on the 10th March 1872. He 
‘gomesatan old Raj Officlal (Mutsadi) family. He has held many important 
‘officer, He was the right haud man of the Iate Rao Babadar Hadyal Singh 
when the resorganisation ef Jodhpur Stile look place in Colonel Powlel’s 
tlme, Ue was President of the fret Jain Conference. [1 is an able and 6x 
perlenced Tesi official, ‘The Durbar selected him as one of the chief State 
officials at the Delbi Darbar. [lis Highness the Maharajah Sir Pratip Singh, 

Regent of the Marwar State, look him on special duly to Calentia at the tine 
of Mix fiperiul Majesty's viel to that place, At present he ia workdng as 
Superintendent af Ue Comt of Wards, Pe isang of the few men that enjoy 
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the entire confidence of Sir Pratap, On account of his hospilable dispasition 
and of his influential position in the State, he is held in higteesteem by many 
prominent men in British India. 


Myr. B. Navayan Das, B.A,, 8,.0.:--He is the Head Master of the Lyall 
Collegiate School, Balrampur, Tle was born on the 7th May 1878, He helongs 
to the Batham Vaishya caste and is a resident of Shahjahanpar. Ce obtained 
the diploma of Senior Certificaled Teacher in 1897 and took his B.A degree of 
the Allahabad Universily in 1902, He entered the Educational Department as 
an Assistant Master in 1897, and alter six years’ Government service, was 
deputed to Balrampu: as Head Master on the Ist July 1908, During his 
incumbency, the sehool has made a phenomenal progresa all round, and his 
services have ever received appreciation from the Maharajah, TH. HW. the 
Lieutenant- Governor of the United Provinces, and officers of the Educational 
Department, Ha takes a keen interest in public matters, started the local 
Girl’ School—now a flourishing instilution— and is Vice-President of its 
managing committee, He is a Municipal Commissioner and Member-in-charge 
of the local Municipal Schools, 


Babu Ohatur Bhuj, D, D.R.;—Ne is the Superintendent of Foreats, Mar- 
-war State, Jodhpur, He was born in Samwat 1984 Asadh thth. We is a descen+ 
dant of a family of Gahlots, that had originally settled at Pipar asagriculturlsta 
and gardeners and lately at Jodhpur. He Had his education al Durbar High 
School and Jaswant College, Jodhpnr, Deputed by Jodhpur Durbar for train 
‘ing atthe Imperial Forest College, Dehradun, he passed credilably, stand. 
ing third with Sylviculture Medal in 1897, and joined the Forest service as 
Ranger, His work was highly spoken of throughout, He worked as First 
Assistant Conservator, Gwalior State, from 1909 to 1910, and was sjpecially 
appointed as Inspector of Forests and Industries, He was soon raised to the 
post of Superintendentship (Conservatorship) of Jodhpur State Forests In 19 (1 
Under him the Department bas worked very successfully, developing greatly 
the revenues, resources and general organisation, THe takes special interval in 
economic products and industries, 


ad miareancon | 
Munshi Ram Dayal :—Fle is a Kayastha, Saksena Dusre, of the United 
‘Provinces, and follows the tenets of Sanatan Dharma in religion, Le served 
the Sirmoor State, Punjab, in the Account Department, from 18865 to 1900, He 
then joined the Jaora State service aa Sarishtedar to the Minister. In 1906 
-he was appointed Accountani-General, in which office he still continues, Ye has 
been hélding the post of Financial Secretary to Tis Highness the Nawab since 
May 1911. He sits in the Stale Council as Finance Momber, The State Press 
also works under his superintendence, He isa sincere and strenuous worker, 
«His faithful services have met with appreciation from both the States, and hia 
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agreeable manuera and obliging natme have won bim popularity, He wns 
fifty yeaa af age on the Vth August 1918 He has two sous; theelder, Mr 
Jai Dayal, ta, ia serving as Mir Munshi inthe Jaora State; aud the younger, 
Mr. Sukh Dayal, Ma, Lia, is prvetistug as a lawyer in the United Provinces. 


Munshi Kasht Pragsadu: [Je 19 Tehsilday, Sadae ‘Pehsil, Chhatarpur 
State, Cental Tndia, Tha father also worked there as Tehsildar. tn recognition 
ol bis good services asa Mansuim, he was promoted to the pest of Tebssldar 
and invested with second-class magisterial powers, His work has always been 
highly spoken of hy the authorities, le helongs lo a respeciable Kayastha 
family, He is now forty-two years of age and has put in twenty-three years! 
service in the State. Pt Shyam Behari Misra, aba, ah AS, the late Dewan of 
the State, on his reversion to the U. 2, Government, pave Munshi Kashi 
Praancla the following certificnte t+" Mr Rashi Prasada served as the Tebsildar 
of Rajnagar and tater ou of Chhatarpar for over four vears while ] was the 
Dewan of the Chhatarpur State from July 1910 to September 11d, T ean 
safely teallfy lo his wreal abilities and oxpevience. Ois work was uniformly 
almost the hest of all the Pehsildars in the State, and he Imows how to. carry 
out any duly entrusted to him, 1 was always tharoughly pleased with him and 
hia work, and Tam positively of the opinion that he is quite fit for higher 
reaponsibilities, 1 wish bin all success? 


Maulavi Bashivuddin Ahmad: Collector of the Raichur Distict, he ta 
the son of Shamaul-Winma De. Mantavi Tofiz Nazir Ahmad Khan Bahadur, 
LID (alin), DO. 1. of Delhi, oue of the most famous literary men that tndla 
has produced. Asa well-known Deputy Collector of the United Provinces, the 
rervicer af Mautavi Naziy Almad were borrowed fram the Imperial Ge verne 
ment by Sir Salar Jung the Great. The Manlavi was a Meml ec of the Board 
of Revenue and retired ona well carned pension, His only son is the subject 
of this sketehy Mr. Bashir bas campiled several books for tho use of the fair 
nex and has ransiated into Urdu the whole ael of Dr, Sylvanus Stalls self aad 
Ger sorties, Ue entered the service of Mis Highness the Nizam as an Assistant 
Collector ind, by his uprightness, has risen to the responsible post of a First 
Talukdav or Collector. Asan oble Talukday of Its Tlighness the Nizam’s 
Government, be is known all over the State for his probity, sound judgment, 
and moral cournyge. 


+ Khan Sahib Shalkh Imam Din Khan t--He is the Superintendent 
of Police, Jammu Province. Be is descended from the Garyook Rajpnt 
dynaaty, His ancestors rendered meritorious se vices lo the British Government 
during (he Mutiny of 1867, fe las been in the service of the Kashmir State 
for the last Unity three gears both as Assistant Superintendent and Suy esin- 
tendent of Police. ‘The tile of Khan Sahih was conferred on hin) at the Delhi 
Durbar of 10% He holds extenrive landed estates in the Shahpore and 
Gujeanwala Districts, His brother, Gulam Mohi-vd-din Khan Bahadue, was an 


an 
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Eextra Assistant on the Afghanistan Frontier, where be won ap honourable 
repute for himself. He ended bis caree: as a member of the Council of the 
Jammn and Kashmir Stale, Khan Sahib Shaikh Imam Din Khan diaws a salary 
of Rs, 400 as Superintendent of Police, Of his sons, Mr, Nivanvud-din isan 
Inspector in the Panjab Police ; Dr. Mohammed Alam, LE D., Barrister-at- 
Law, is practising as a lawyer in the Punjab; and Aziz-ud-din Khan Mohamed 
Akbar Khan isin the Kashmir Stale Police. ‘This family is well known for 
its unswerving loyalty to the Brilish Government. 





6 


Mr, Fulehand Dahyabhal Parekh, L, 0. Ba—-Born of a Nagarshett 
family of Rajkot in Kathiawar, he was educated in the Science College, Poona, 
whence he graduated in 1891, Having served in Bombay and Rajkot for 
a short period of about five years, he was placed under Mr, Benson in the 
Porbander State On Mr. Benson’s retirement, Mr Parekh stepped into his shoes 
asa Stale Engineer and built for the Rava Sahib magnificent palaces, Sea 
works, and other public works of rare designs and magnitude, At the Darbar of 
1902, he built a fitting camp at Dethi for the late Rana Sahib. In 1907 Mahara- 
jah Ranjitsinhji on seeing the palatial buildings at Porbander was pleased to take 
their builder, Mr. Fulchand, with him to Jamnagar on his accession tothe gadi 
of the Nawanagar State, He has been in the service of the Jam Saheb for the 
last eight years and has erected palaces and other works of rare importance, 
and magnificence, The architecture of the palaces is admired by Tis Tighness 
and algo by the public, The spacious Nawanagar camp at the fast Coronation 
Durbar, the favourite haunt of many a European guest, waa Mr Fulehand's 
work, 


Mr. L, Raj Kanwar, M.A, :—Born at Panipat on the §ist March 1882, 
he is in the bloom of his life. Ifo belongs to an influential and highly educated 
Agarwal family of that place, He was educated at the Forman Christian and 
Law Colleges, Lahore. Ho had a brilliant academic career and occupied the 
highest placein the M.A Degree Examination of the Punjab University 
in 1902, winning Arnold Gold Medal and Denzil Ibbotson Gulab Singh 
Prize Purse, Later on he also passed with credit the Preliminary Examination 
in Law as well asthe Depa: tmental Examinations in Civil and Criminal Law, 
Revenue, Treasury, and Local Funds, In September 1008, he was appointed 
District Judge’s Court Clerk, and in Ovtober 1908 he became Dopuly 
Commissioner’s Head Clerk, In November 1911, he was made a Munaiff, and 
in January 1918 his services were lent to the Gwalior Durbar for employment 
as Perfonal- Assistant to the Settlement Commissioner, but Lis Ilighness has 
recenlly appointed him Under Secretary in the Political Departvent. Ele is 
fond of literary pursuits, and is at present engaged in collecting and sorting 
choice extracts both in prose and verse from the best writers of the world, 
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Wirza Ghulam Mustafa + -This Zamindar, Rais, aud Depuly Commis: 
sioner of Southern Kashmir comes of a very reapectuble tumily, In 
1060 bis ancestor, Miz Qasim Bey Moghal, retthd in Kashmir. 
His yrandiather, Miran Ahad Beg, waa an Imperial Government servant, 
Other members of the family look service iu the Kashmir State. 
Micza Ghalun Mustafa entered the State seivice in 1882 Te served 
honeutly und honomitbly and to the satisfaction of both the public and the 
Darbar in vartous capacities as Sub Judge, Atsar-iLasli Bagaya, Tahsildar, 
Masahib- Durbar, Assistant Governor and Deputy Commissioner. When the 
Licutenant-Governor of the Panjab, Lards Kitchener, Minto, td Unrdinge, 
visited the valley, he wits dupuled on apecial duty to make the uecessary arran- 
gements,  Elisservices were highly appreciated on all these occasions. He is 
now Depuly Commissioner of Southern Kashmir. Ne was inVited to the Delhi 
Durbar of 1021 ast representative Rais, Zamindar, and high official of the 
State, 


. Babu Hk, Mukheni, B.0, Ho is the retired Chief Judge of the Tip 

perah State, Alter pissing the BL. Examination fiom the Presidency College, 
Calcutta, in (479, he joined the District Court Bar at Alipore, ‘Twenty-lour 
Parganabs Ue was appointed Munsift in 188d and retired from the service of 
(he British Government in 1910, During his service as a Subordinate Judge at 
Comilla, (he British headquarters: of dhe Tipperal District, he had to decide 
various sorts of cases ising ont of the Zamindari of Chakin Rosanabad, 
appertaining to the Rij, and made such a favournblo impression on the autho: 
rilfes and Lhe general public with bis bigh abilities as a judicial officer that 
all clnases of people, high and low, hononred bin with various sorts of recep 
tion on hia retirement. Indeed, on account of his efficient services the 
Government reltined lim in service by granting him three extensions 
after he had altained the age of filly-live years. ‘Phe Minister of the Tipperah 
State being well acquainted with his merits appointed bim Chief Judge of 
the Khas Adalat in 101, 


croernnel 


Pundit GN. Shastvee, MALS (le was born in 1875. Me belongs to the 
Shokwal community of the Gauda Brabmins, Wis Guher and grandfather were 
celebrated Pundits and physicians attached to the Cont of Dewas for genera. 
tions past. Mi, Shustree took his BA. Degree of the Calcutta Universily from 
the Holkar College, Indore, in £807 and his M.A. in Moglish Hlerature from the 
Muie Conteal College, Allahabad: in 1800, ranking fist in that College and 
socond in (ie Universily, He was Superintendent af State Educatton, Dewas, 
Central Lidia, for about sixteon years, Under Ins fostering care and capable 
management, sducation in all its branches made a onuked progress in the States 
of Deway, ane the specu [ettoure of Mer. Shastree’s worle was (he very keen 
interest he touk in‘the moral and religious educAGion and inthe lormation of 
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character of the rising generation entrusted lo bis care. In short, he loved his 
students, and they, in their turn, loved and respected him. Ue is now Private 
Secretary lo H. A, the Rajah Subib of Dewas (Senior), Mr. Shastree’s writings 
and speeches always command gencial appreciation, 


Colonel Dawarka Nath Upadhyai—He is the Retired Adjutant 
General of the Kashwir State army, {0 1864 the late Maharajah Ranbhir Singh 
sent for Pandit Dawarka Nath Upadhya lrom Benares to translate from lng. 
lish into Sanskrit the books relating to Military Drill and Regulation and to 
discipline theeState troops like those ig the British service, This he cariied.out 
to the entire satisfaction of the Maharajah Sahib, who granted bim the rank of 
Colonel in his bodyguard regiment and put the Milituy Press and the Mifitary 
School under hie supervision. After the death of Mahatajah Ranbir Singh, his 
services were transfcrred to the Civil Department and was made Officer in 
charge of the State Treasury. On the occasion of the reorganizalion of the 
Durbar he was made Adjutant-General in the State army, in which capacity be 
served six years and retired in 1897, On his departure from the Slate, the late 
Rajah Ram Singh, Commander-in-Chief of the Slate Army, with all the other 
Military Officers, accompanied him to the Railway Station and granted hima 
khillat and a certificate, His son, Major Bishwa Nath Upadhya, holda the post 
of the Second in Command in the 8th Kashmir Rifles, 





Nawab Rafat Yar Jung Bahadur :—Colleclor and Magistrate of 
the Warangal District, H. H. the Nizam’s Dominions, he was born on the 8th 
April 1869, He is (he son of the late Nawab Rafat Yar Jung, a well-known 
educalionist, reformer, and statesman. He received an excellent Moglish 
education and is proficient in Persian aud Arabic. During lis sojourn io 
England, he, by his splendid conduct and gentlemanly demeanour, secured 
general regard and good-will, [He was appointed a Seeretary to the Arabic 
and Islam section of the International Congress of Orlentalists held in London 
in 1891, and obtained a certificate of approval for service rendered. He was 
presented to Her Majesty the Queen-Einpress Victoria at St. James’s 
Palace, He entered the service of H- £1. the Nizam in 1894. He is thoroughly 
loyal. He is a firm administrator, an enthusiastic advocate of education, aud a 
zealous upholder of local industries, He started an Art-Industrial school and 
saved the famous Bidri work from extinction, As Collector and Magistrate, 
he has been very popular and is highly esteemed by all, 





Rai Bahadur Arcot Sreenivasa Ohaviu t—He was born at Areot in 
1842, He was educated at Pachiappa’s Collepe, Madtad He first entered 
Goverpmént service as Examiner, Inam Commissioner's Office, jnder Mr 
George Noble Taylor, the fist Inam Comniissiouer, Thén he was employed in 
the Revenue Department under Collectors, such as Messrs, W. S. Whiteside, 
0” B, Irvin and William Frederick Uathaway. Having lad a taste for Law, he 
qualified himself ‘for the legal ‘profession by passing the necessary examinations, 
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when in the Revenne Department Ue resigned the Madras service and joined 
the Mysore Biriv (807. Le practised in the Mysore Chief Court for fifteen 
yours. Ln appreeiatian of bis public services, he was appointed Honorary Vice 
President, Bangalore Gily Municipality, which be held for nearly seven years, 
Ju recognition of bis services as such, he was coulerred the litle of Rai Bahadup 
in LAR? by the Government of India. He was appointed Under-Secietary lo 
the Mysore Government in L890, and was made Mazroy Superintendent and 
Secratary lo Government in that Department in 1892 In addition to this 
appointinent, he also held the combined office of Tuspector-General of Regis 
tration and Registrar of Joint Stock Companies until his retiremeut in 1901. 


Mr. Gudipaty Vonkata Ratnam Pantuin +~J'his gentleman comes 
of a respectable Beahinin kamily and is the Muktyar Agemt of the Zamindar 
of Borrampalem and Vegavaram estates, Krishna District, He lives at Masuli- 
patam, the headquarters of the District, a (ew milea away from the Zamindar’s 
residence at Guraza. Ue is a young man of agtive habits, and since 1104 
when he joined the Zaminda’s service, he hits evinced much tact and ability 
in his business and has (hus won the utmost confidence of the Zamindar. He 
is axon of Mr, Gudipaty Kondam Razu Pantul who had served in the estate 
for several years and hitd the good fortune ef being the trusted Agent of the 
present Zamincdir's revered father. ‘The Agent's (amily has been known lo tliat 
of the Zamindar's for several generations, and as a result of the Agent’s loyally 
aud earnest co-operation, the Zumindar takes pride in seeing thal his Agent ia 
in affluent clrcumstances and doew nol grudge to help him in evéry way he 
cap. Though both the Zamindae and bis Agent happen to be young--not nore 
than thirty years okl—they ave quite free from the weaknesses that may genare 
ally be attcihuted la young men in good ciiecumslauces; and il ts, therefore, a 
foregoue conclukion that, daring Uhe time of these lwo gentlemen, the estate 
will be improved in many ways, ; 


Myr, Satya Vrata Mulcopjoe, B.A, (Oxon) tHe was born in february 
SQH7, Fle was educated first at the St Xavice’s School, and then at 
the Presidency College, Caleuttt. Matriculating at the early age of 
thirteen, be completed the University course for 1. A. Tonours. in 
Knglish, Philoyophy, and History, and procueded to [ngland in 106 
for turthet study. Ue joined the Exeter College, Oxford. In 1008 he graduated 
with high honours in Modein History, During his slay at that University, he 
distinguished limself in the Oxford Union Society, 4 here he rose to bigh official 
honours, Proceeding (o London, he specialised io Mconomice and Political 
Science and in 1910 ant for the 1, C.S. competition, Waiting by a few marks 
to find ay pice in the Tudian list be obtained, however, brlllinit marks in 
Bugllsh iteatare, Mental Mhilosophy, Leonomics, and Political Sciente. Le 
wae forthwith agleetad by He H. the Gackwar fer service on a special pay, 
Mr. Mukerjeo himself desired an educational career, but he was placed first as 
a Revenue Probationer ; and fora year and 2 half, he went the round of the 
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various departments beginning with Survey. In August (12, after passing 
the higher departmental test, he was senl as Vahiwatdar, Mehsana, and dora 
time was acting Naib Suba of Vyara. Since January 1014, he bas been posted 
at Naveati. Mr. Mukerjee has found leiswe lo engage himsclt ip literary 
journalism, and articles ard reviews fiom his pen have found place in 
various Indian and Wuglish periodicals, He is now engaged ina compie- 
hensive study of the Indian Renaissance Movement in ils literary and artiatic 
aspects, 





Mr. Manishanker Gaurishanker Bhatt, BA, LL Bi He 
was born in Bhavanagar in Sanwat year 1024, Tis father, Mr, Gaurishanker 
Jadooram, was a confidential Kamadar of the private concerns of IT, IL. 
the late Sir Takhatsinbji, G.C.8.1, LL.D, of Bhavanagar, We praduated B.A, 
in 1890 from the Gujarat College, Abmcdatad, and passed the LLB, 
Examination in 1892, Fora year he was a Dakshina Vellow attached to his 
own College, and,in 1898 got himself enrolled as a Vakil of the Bombay High 
Court and practised in Ahmedabad. In course of lime he extended his practica 
to Baroda and Kathiawar. After three years’ practice he took up the appoints 

“ment of Nyayadisl (Munsiff-Magistrate) of the Jelpore Taluka in Kathia- 
war, In 1900 he became Chief Karbhaii of Mangrol, a second-class Stale of 
maritime importance in Kathiawar. In 1008 he was posted in Rajkot asa 
Chief Vakil (Representalive in the diplomatic line) of the Bhavanagar State, 

attached to the Office of the Agent to the Governor in Kathiawar, In this 
capacity he served for nearly eight years and won the good opinion of many 
British Officers in the Political Department, In 1911 he was lansferred to 
the Dhrangadhra State service, where he still continues. As the Judicial 
Assistant to H. H, the Rajah Saheb, he is in charge of the Muzur Court as the 
final Court of Appeal and Revision and is lo look after Ube legislative and the 
Municipal work, tome 

Mr, B. dJayavam, F.G, 8.:-He was born on the 28rd April 1872, 
He is the Senior Geologist of the Mysore Government, Tle passed the 
Language Branch of the Bachelor of Arts Examination of the Madtay 
University from the Cen{ral College: Bangaloie, and joined the Stale 
service as an apprentice Geologist on the 18th March 1805. Before 
leaving the College, he received a letler tom Mr. J,G. ‘lait, then Language 
Professor, and now Pringipal, apart of which rungs as follows es" Now 
that you are leaving us, I should like to tell you how much ef my 
pleasure in my work during the last five years is due to having such a good 
friend among my students as you have heen to me, I remember the Gist day 
we went out to have some practice together al cricket. [ had beentold you were 
a good balsman, but [ did not expect to find any one who could pit harder and 
cleaner than I could myself. However that is nat die chict things. if you had 
been merely a crickeler, or if you had heen merely vegnlar in your ileudance 
and painstaking in your class work as you always were, you would still have 
been a student arid nota friend, But what [really value js this, tbat yen bave 
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always heen cewly aud willhys to help me in any way you could you have 
never diay pointed me in any way, and you have relan Cxmple of manly 
and bononrable couduel to every one in the College. 1 was always sure when 
you were in charge of a teu that they would behave themselves Uke pentle- 
mien, ind ih wai a somice of pride fame tobe able to point to you asa 
specimen of what the Central College could tun out” Mr. Jayniam is the 
hort ccketer that the Mysore gtue or South India has ever produced. ‘ 


Hoo Bahadur Kumar Ram Singh: -This Judicial Commissioner 
of the Rewa Stile is the eldest soy, of Maharao Raja Banspali Singh 
of Kasanta, Hava, Allahubad Distict. He was educated in the Queen's 
College, Remaes, ‘the Kasauta family represents athe first off-shoot 
of the ruling family of Rewah, Maharajah Vyaghiwe Dev, the first 
Bayhel King ef  Rewah, migrated from Guzrat to Northern India 
in OWL AL TL or A, 2. 12nueB4, and his eldest son, Karan Dev, 
succeeded him to the Rewal gadi, while the youngest, Kitadhar Dev, was 
the ancestor of the Raos of Kasautit, now represented by the Bara Raja in 
the Allahabad District, In H, 1 1186, the Emperor of Delhi con. 
ferred) on Rao Vikramajit Singh, the  (wenty-seventh in descent from 
Vyaghra Dev, the title of Raja Bahadur and a command of 2,000 cavalry 
and 2,600 jnfantey, Mahmao Raja Banspali Singh, the thiety-first in descent 
from Vyaghra Dev, tendered loyal service to the British Government during 
the Muling of 1857, and iv recognition of i€ they continued to him the litle of 
Raja, granted by the Moghul Emperor, The then Mabaraja of Rewah con 
ferred on him the title of Mahara, and two yenrs ago the British Government 
made the tile of Raja hereditary in the family, Kumar Ram Singh was highly 
spoken af by the British Goverment for his valuable services in famine times, 
during cenana operations, and in connection with the Octroi and Court of 
Wards, (Ue has been a Durbitee of the Lientenant-Governor since 1879, 
He has heen in the service of the Rewah State aince 1804, and hia work 
in connection wilh famine, census, boundary, settlement, and judicial and reve 
Hue matters, wa apprechited by the Durbar, He obtained the distinction of 
Rao Bahadur in 1012 and a medal and a badge indi. Kumar Ram Singh 
was Wie officer in charge of the camp diving TLE. the Viceroy’s visit: to 
Rewalein W4, [ia Excellency, who was so well pleased wilh tha arranges 
ments, presented him with n cigarette case as a memento and sent a letter to 
bhn through hia Military Secretary, conched in laudatory terms. 


Pandit Trbhawan Nath Katju--This gentleman is Revenue Secre- 
tary to Uis Lighness the Nawab of Jaora, He belongs to an old faithful and 
loyal Kustuner Hrahmin family. Te was bow on the 0th Sepletber 1860. 
Tis ameestor, Mansa Ram, held a high post in the JuipurState, In 1818; 0. WL 
dhe Nawnb Abdul Gafuy Khan Bahadur of Joara inviled Mansa Ram, as there 
wad ne able aud cilicteut comeiilor at hand, and conferred on him the 
post ol Dinan im TK20, and made over to hith dhe Financial and Revenve 
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administrations, which he managed for a considerable Jength of time, 
His ndopted son, Badri Nath, was at the outset made Mir Manshi to His 
Highness the Nawab Ghans Mohammad Khan Babadny, and tater served as a 
Vakil lo the Political Agent in Malwa, firgt in Mahidpur tll 1860, and then in 
‘Agar up to 1876. For services rendered during the Mutiny of 1667, he 
received a grant of tand anc sanad from the Stale, and for the loyal and faithful 
services rendered during the minority of lis Highness the Nawab Muhammad 
Ismail Khan Bahadur, he again obtained a giant of land, [is adopted son, 
Tirbhawan Nath Katju, was appointed Vakil on the 14th February 1876 in 
his place. After serving in various capacities most faithfully and well such as 
Vail, Motmid in the Boundary Seltlement Question, Munaiff, Nazim Vojdari, 
officiating Special Judge, Chict Judge, Personal Assistant tothe Minister, 
Revenue Assistant and Suba, he was made Revenne Secrelary and Member, 
State Council, in May 1911, which office He still holds, Jor the signal and 
meritorious services rendered duing the fanune of 1890-1900, he was granted 
a sganad in 1902 by the Honourable the Agent to the CGovernor-Genaral in 
Central India. He has two sons, Messis, Kailas Nath and Amar Nath, The 
former is a Master of Arts and of Laws (Allahabad University) and ia practi- 
sing as a lawyer in the Allahabad High Court ; and the latter passed the 
B, Sc. Examination of the Allahabad Universily in 1914, ‘ 


Captian Sardar Bhai Rane Khan Khawasi Nasheen:--One of the 
ancestors of the family to which this nobleman belongs, was Vateh Khan, a 
resident of Deopur in the Deccan, One of Fateh [Chan's sons, Rane Khan, 
was a Jaghirdar in the time of the Peshwas. When TH, H. the Maharajah 
Mabadji Rao Scindia Bahadur was sent by the Peshwa to reduce certain 
rebels to obedience, the Maharajah made Rane Khan Commander-insChiof 
of the army, Soon alter this, the Maharajah’s encounter with Durinnee took 
place; aud, when the Maharajah was wounded, Rane Kian went to his 
assistance and conveyed him safely to the camp, and captured and 
brought Gulam Kadar and Ismail Beg, As a reward for these serviced, 
the Maharajah gave him the title of Bhai or Brother, and informed 
it to the Emperor at Delhi. In the great battle of Pampat, Rane Khan Bhai 
saved the Maharajah’s tie. The Maharajah conferred on him jnghir, Ahawas, 
dignity, paigah, drum, palanquin, and an elephant with amari, and addressed 
him as brother, Bhai Rane Khan was succeelled by Bhai [Iussan Khan Sahib 
Khawasi Nasheen, The latter's son, Rave Khan Bhai Khawasi Wale, is an 
Honourary Captain and A, 1). C. to ff. H, the Maharjah Scindia of (iwalior, 
He is a popular nobleman of Gwalior. 

A 


Mp. Kalianrae Jetha Bakshi:—Foimerly, Junior Administrator, 
Porbander State, he held the following siluations ;—-(1) English Clerk to joint 
Manages, Morvi State, including the work before the lwo specialCommissions, 
namely, the Gamrao mortgage and Adhoi boundary ; (2) Tulor at the Raj 
Kamar College’ to Kanwéis, Vakhat Singhji of Hol in Mahtknntha and 
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Amrawale of Billdia in Kathiawac 5 (3) Shirastedar of the Hague €ourt al 
Mangvol | (1) Nyayadish, Mangrol ; (4) Mangrot Agent before the Junagadh. 
Mangrol Commission;.(0) Stale Vakil, Gondal, including preparation and 
conduct of the Gir case before a Special Commission, (7) !irst Class Vall, 
Kathiawar Ayency, including work before two special Commissions, namely, 
Mangrol-Porbandar Jama cage and the Pedhala Compensation case; (8) State 
Agent, Junagadh, in Giras casas of Khadia-Balouch, Sokhda Sayads, etes 
() Judge of (he Bhayati Court, Junagadh ; (10) Acting Huzoy Adalat Sabhagad, 
Junagadh; (11) Revenue Commissioner, Junagadh ; (12) Special Famine Officer, 
Una and Babariawad under Junagadhy (18) Dewan, Idar State; (14) Dewan 
in charge Idar Suite; (16) Assistant to (he Maharaj Kumar of Idar; (16) Wuzae 
Adalat Sabhagad, Junagadh; (12) Hucar Adviser, Morvi, and (18) Junior 
Admministrater, Porbandar. Tn his letter, dated 26th Marvel 1914, the Honour- 
able Mr C.ULA. Till, Member of Council, Bombay, among several other 
things, wrole lo Mr. Kalianraee—" TL have invariably found you outspoken, 
straightforward, and dependable; and your capacily is so well known that 
it ja needless for me to say anything about il, I believe you had a difficult task 
at Idar befove £ knew you in Kathiawar, and T understand that you discharged 
your duties there with entire satisfaction, I know what a high opinion H. EH, 
the ‘Thakore Sahib cf Morvi had of your services and ability and how unwilling 
he wag to spare you for Porbandar, where you had a very difficult task.” 


od 


Sardar Ramrad dJadao i~This nobleman of Dewas in Central India 
helongs to Yadao Kulee race. Ne fs Deshmukh Jahagirdar of Churlai, He is 
a Kwhatelya Maratha by caste, Mis ancestors first came {rom Kerowlee in 
Rajputana to Khandeah in the lime of Emperor Alamghir, and rendered meri 
torlous services to him and obtiined from him the right of Deshmukhi of 
Ghiliggnon which the family still recejves from (he British Government, In 
commemoration of the death of fhree persona of the family in battle, (hey cele. 
brate a great festival on Chaitra Shuddha Pratipada(the begining of their new 

» year) Sardar Ramrao's great-grandfather, Rajaji Rao Deshmukh Chalisgaonker, 
left Kandesh for Baroda, where tha then Gaekwar Maharajab vaised him to 
the position ol a Mankari, Tis daughter, Bhawani Bai Sahib, was married lo 
Maharajah Tukojl Rao Hof Dewas Senior, Her son, Rukmangad Rao Maba- 
raj, conforred on Rajaji Rao in perpetuity the Jaghir of Najlpur village in 
Sarangpur Pargana, cash allowance, ete, for family maintenance in 1219 
Malwi, Rajaji Rao’s aon, Sidoji Rao Mamasaheb Deshmukha, who was the 
maternal uncle of Rajah Rukmangad Rao Maharaj Pawar, was granted the 
hereditary jaghir of the Chuclai village inthe Dewas District in return for 
Hajipur in 184 A.D. Besides this, Maharajah Jayaji Rao Sindhia of Gwalior 
beatowed on him the villages of Newgaon for his maintenance, ‘There were 
olber eash allowances from Baroda and Indore States, Sidoji Rao's’adopted 
gon, Rayaji Rao, alias Raosaheb Deshmukta, married the aunt of Shrimant 
Malhar Rao Maharaj, (be present Chigl of Dens (Junior Branch), and acted ag 
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an Honorary Military Officer of the State. He died in 1912, Rayaji Rao left 
behind him two sons, Ramrao and Lakshmanraa, They received their 
education at the Daly College, Indore, as companions to the present Chief 
of Dewas (Senior Branch), They attended the Delhi Durbar with His 
Highness. ‘aaa 

Major Tara Ohand :-—-He is the Inspector-General of Police and Prisons 
in the Patiala State. He is theson of Lula Girdhari Lal! Kayasth anda 
nephew of the late Professor Y. Ram Chandra, the famous mathematician, 
author of the Maxima and Minima system, and of the Mutiny fame. ‘The uncle 
and father hoth belonged to the Pypjtb educational depariment and were 
taken over by the Patiala Dutbar to establish and create an educational 
department in the State as Director and Inspector. The former was alao 
tutor to two Maharajans, Sir Mohinder Singh and Sir Rajinder Singh Sahib, 
Mr, Tava Chand had completed his prescribed course of Law at Agra when he 
was taken in service by Maharajah Sir Rajinder Singh as Court {nspector in 
1894, He wasesoon promoted for his abilities as a Superintendent of Police 
and made an A, D.C, to the Maharajah with the rank of Captain of the Body- 
guard, Asa Superintendent he was also put in charge af the CI, D, While 
Superintendent at Bassi he was presented a handsome reward by the Commis- 
sioner of the Jallandur Divison in a durbar at Ludhiana for good services ina 
joint investigation of serious dacoity cases, He next became Personal Assistant 
to the Inspector-General of Police and was awarded a gold pencilas a 
memento by Lord Minto for services as the Police Officer in charge of the 
viceregal camp at Patiala. The present Maharajah promoted him to the rank 
of Major with an increase in the pay, He was transferred from the police, 
and was made Sub-Divisional Magistrate, and Superintendent of Central Jail 
at Patiala. H.H, the Maharajah Sahib was so pleased with his services that 
he made him Inspector-General of Police and Prisons in July 1912, which 
post he stillholds, He is also on the slaff of H. H. the Maharajah Sahib, 


Samer? . 


Mr, R. Poottannah, B.A., B.D. :~He was born in 1885 in an ancient 
and respectable family of Lingayats in Mysore, He commenced his education 
in the Reyal School and was a classmate of His Highness the late Maharajah 
Chamarajendra Wadiyar. This school was opened especially for the young 
Maharajah’s education after the dealh of his illustrious father, His Highness 
Krishnaraja Wadiyar, and consisted of about fifty select pupils of good birth. 
Mr. Poottannah stood high in the classes and got several prizes from the late 
Colonel G, B. Mallescn who, as guardian, supervised the educalion ofthe 

-minor Prince, Having matriculated from this school, he continued his studies 
in the Central College, Bangalore, and the Presidency College, Madras, where 
he tock hig degrees in Arts and Law, In the latter institution he distinguished 
himself by carrying off the Arbuthnot Prize in English essay and the class 
prizes in his favourite subjects, Psychology and Morals, in which he stood 
first in the University examjaation, ‘he following remarks of Dr, Dunean, 
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then Principal, and of the Professors of the College, show the high  opliion 
they lad of his allaiomentys ~<A very distingnished member of my clase who 
not unfreqaently obbrined full marks in the class Examinations’; “An intel. 
ligen( and attentive stadent aud excellently behaved"; “Possesses very great 
ability and would dave stood much higher in his L.A. examination if he had 
not fallen il during the eater portion of the Kxamination, Ue expresses 
himself with considerable facility and writes ina free idiomatia style, [is 
conduct has stlways been excellent and he is most gentlemanly in his 
manners.” On the death of Colonel Maakinty re who was Military 4 Secretary {o 
His Highness the Maharajah, affairs iu the } Military Department, owing to the 
division of the Office, were in such an unsettled condilion that the late 
Dewan, Sir K, Seshadri lyer, found it necessary to appoint an educated and capa 
ble officer to bring them into working order, Accordingly in November 1807, 
he, with the approval of Hee Tighness the Maharani C, 1, appointed Mr. 
Poottannal as Personal Assistant to Colonel Desaraja Urs, Chief Comman- 
dant, Mysore Sate Troops. His abilily, tact, and devotion lo duty have helped 
his Chief in no small degree in the yemoval of abuses, in the introduction of 
several reforme, and in bringing a progressive Department with limited grants 
into its present high skule of efficiency and into line with other Departments 
inthe Model Sttte, Mr. Poottannab is well known on the Turt and a recogni« 
ged authorily du racine: -his hobby, With hls rare good knowledge of horses 
and sound judgment, he hag shown how ont can win big prizes with 
moderately priced animals, enjoying real sport untainted with bela, Though 
an amateur, lew professionals can punt, ‘Ain in horse training and stable 





enw 


management, 
Colonel Fordinand Nissen of panadale Ne is of pure Kuropein 


parentage, father being Dane, and mother Welsh. He is forly-saven years of 
age. Vie waa edncated in England. [is first appointment fn 1886 was in the 
State Infantry, Te was Gansferred lo fathesinghine Cavalry in 1887, where 
he was Adjutant, Squadron Commander, and Commandant respectively, He 
way promoted to the present rank and QM, G., in 1909, Belween 1887 and 
1009, he acted as lafantry Adjutant twice al Dwarka in Kathiawar under the 
Baroda Residency, reveiving high encominms fiom the Brilish Officers. Ue 
comminded the Lnianty Detachment, Kadi, and Jofaniy Regiments al 
Baroda and Dini Te commanded the escort for the Cziurevileh (the present 
Czar) on the shikar expedition to Baroda, For many years he did the duty 
of AOD, Co to EL Of the Maharajah. He was selected by the Mabarajah 
as Military Instiuctor lo the kite Prince Fathesingbrao, He was State Camp 
Inguiry Officer, Officer Commanding Escort, and in charge of Police arrange 
monts, and Stall Officer athe last Delhi Durbar, Colonel Nissen, who hag had 
varied experience, is a valuable Officer in the Stale, and is (he most sehior 
Officer in the Aumy, Le acts as G. O, C., whenever ovcasions atise, His 
father commanded the Lilantry Brigade at the lime of his death, having put 
in thirty-seven yous aervive, Uily unele became GO, ©. and retired, Colgnel 
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Nissen’s family is an old established onc in Baroda, and all its members have 
* : : 

rendered excellent service to the State, He has voluntgered his se: vices to the 

British Gosetnment to be utilized in the present war. 


Myr, S. T, Shanmukham Pillai :—-This gentleman is a Retired Deputy 
Collector and Dewan of Ftaiyapuram, He comes of a very respectable Karak- 
kat Vellala family of the Siva sect. Ue received his early erlucation under 
Mr. Cruickshanks, in the Church Mission High School, Palamcottah, and then 
joined the Madras Christian College, Frogy the latter institution he passed the 
First-in-Arts Examination in 1870. Hé entered Government service in 1871 
and soon rose to the position of Tahsildar. He subsequently became Deputy 
Collector and Magistrate. His public career wag long and vatied, and he bore 
a high reputation for integrity, ability, and efficiency, Me enjoyed the confi- 
dence of the Government as well as the public, When be was a Revenue 
Inspector, he wag called on to perform the functions of an Inam Deputy Col- 
lector concerning the settlement of ready money inams in tho» Tinnevelly 
Taluq of the Madras Presidency, As a Talug Sheristadar, he rose in the esteem 
of his superiors by settling amicably a knotty boundary dispute between 
Government and a well-known Zamindar. When he was the Collector’s Head 
Clerk, he established in the Law Courts, by his evidence, the rights of Govern- 
ment as against another Zamindar in connection with an important hill-torest 
boundary dispute. He worked as Tahsildar in the South Arcot District for 
about ten yeats and improved irrigation in theTalugs of Villupuram and ‘Lindl 
vanam. He,was instrumental in sinking numerous wells with the help of Stale 
loans, Prejudicial to the interests both of the Government and tho wot 
Ayakat holders, wet cultivation was going on unauthorizedly, onan extensive 
scale, in the said two Talugs, which Mt, Pillai effectively prevented. He 
evinced great interest in the welfare of the ryots and was commonly known 
among them as “Rain Tahsildar,” for some of his visits (a (he dry parts of the 
‘Lalugs synchtonized with the fall of welcome rain, When he became Deputy 
Collector, he proved himself an officer of sound and independent views, and 
the sterling honesty of purpose which characlerised his official career, 
secuied for him praises from his superiors, both Emopean and Indian, 
After retiring from Goveinment service, he became the Recciyer and 
Manager of the Tanjore Palace Estale, As the first Indian gentleman 
appointed to that important and responsible post, he held it with 
conspicuous ability for over two years. He then became Dewan of Ktalya- 
puram, which is one of the most ancient and prosperous zamindaries in the 
finnevelly District, He was fora term an elected Member of the Madrag 
Legislative Council, Hehas been holding the Dewanship of Etalyapuram 
with marked ability and efficiency, ‘There are no wo opinions tlnt during 
his incumbency the estale will improve in all respects by leaps and bounda, 
He is slill stiong and energetic and has, therefore, many more yeats of useful 
and beneficent life before him, , ‘ 
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My. Damodar Ganesh Dani, B.S, 2,0. H., A.M. 10, -Ho was 
born at Sasvael, dear Poona, fis early education waa under the strict disel- 
pline of hia father, Ganesh Wamen Dani, the Regimental School Master of 
the 1th Bombay Cavalry known as Poona Horse, Ne passed the B, Sc, Exa- 
mination of the Bombay University with special distinction in 1898 and: 
was for sometime Iellow of the College of Sclence, Poona. The late 
Jamsetjec Nasarwanjee ‘Tata awarded him a scholarship for (raining ia engi 
neering at Cooper's Hill, After a very successful carcer (here, he was elected a 
Fellow of Gaoper's Itt and returned to India in 1002 ag an Assistant Engineer 
in the Railway Department of the Government of India, For the first ten 
years he served on the construction of the Murshidabad Branch and Kathiar 
Godagari Railways in Bengal andon the open line of the North Western 
Railway inthe Panjab, Wilh the renewal of activities for the railway deve: 
lopment Jn the Mysore State, hia services were secured by His Nighness’s 
Government from Lhe Railway Board along with another officer. He is now 
Under Secretary, Mysore Railways, He isan associate of the Institution of 
Civil Engineers in Wngtand, 


My, Poolla Venkanna Pantulu Garu:—This gentleman is Dewan 
to the Maharajah of Jeypore, Vizagapatam District, Ee was born on the 2nd 
November 1860, With a alight knowledge of lnglish acquired in the Govern: 
mant Taluk School, Naraipatam, he became an Asaletant Master in he same 
achool on (ho 6th September 1860, He obtained a permanent post in (he 
Princlpal Asslatant Collector's Office na altender on Rupees seven a month 
onthe 7th November 1870, After holding several acting appointments 
he, on the 7th November 1872, became na permanent ‘Taluk Gumasta in the 
Tahsildae’s Office, Golugonda, on Rs 16, and continued in itGll the &d June 
1887, Me. HG, Turner, then Agent to the Governor at Vizagapatam, consi 
derlng the meritorious services rendered by Venkanna Pantulu under the guide 
ance of the Tahsildar, and on the recommendation of Mr. OW, Woll Murray, 
then Principal Asaistant Agent, Narasipatam, appointed lim, on the 7th June 
1887, as Deputy ‘Tahatidar and Taluk Magistrate of Padert on Re, 100. In 1880 
ho was transferred to the unwieldy old Pattanghi Taluk, where he had to deal 
with the most important business of constructing roads, bridges,and bungalowa 
all anew, In 1808 Mr. Willcock, Agent to the Governor, who found in him a 
very snergetic and capable officer, transferred him fo Jeypore, by far the 
heaviest and moat troublesome Agency charge, where he remained for more 
(han three years, While he was Depuly Tahsildar and Sub-Magistrate of 
Jeypore,ha hind fo dispose of all the second class Magisterial cases of Nowrang: 
par and Malkanygiel Taluke for about ten months, ns the Taluk Magistrates of 
those ‘Taluks were not Invested with second class powers, Tha Mahiwajah of 
Jeypore, observing the honesty and unetained character of Mr. Venkanna 
Pantulu, requested the Government of Madras to lend his services to his 
cotale, which was sanctioned for a period of tires years, On the expiration 
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of the petlod, the Maharajah requested the Government again to exlend the 
loan of his services for another triennium, They sanctioned ohly for a year 

_ with the alternative that he should cither revert to Government service or 
resign it at the end of Lhe petiod. As be had by that time put in a setvice 
of lwenty-eight years, he requested the Gove:nment to retire him on pension, 
The District Medical and Sanitary Olficer, before whem he appeared, found 
him fit for further Government service With a view to enable him to complete 
thirty years’ service and then rele, the Mahatajah, through the Agent, 
approached the Board of Revenue to grant him furlough for two years, but 
the Accountant General, to whom the quest:on war referred, took exception 
to it. He had no other alternative than to resign bis post on the 9th January 
1900. On the occasion,of the Delhi Durbar of 1911, he :eceived a Coronation 
Medal and a certificate of honour in recognition of his meritotlous administra- 
tion of the Jeypore Zamindari. Mr. Venkanna Pantulu, who has tisen from 
the humble position of attender ina Government office to the coveted and 
onerous post of Dewkn ina large and resourceful ancignt estate, has many 
mote yeats of useful and active life before him. 

Mr, G. Kamakshi Rao Nimbalkar :—He belongs to an ancient and 
respectable Mahratta (Nunbalkat) family which settled in the Madura District 
between 1741—49, when Madura was under the Mabrattas, His ancestor is 
said to have come from the North with the Mahratta chieftains who invaded 
the Pandiyan Kingdom when il was under the Mabomedan tule. When the 
Mahrattas led by Raghoji Bhonslai took up Madura and remained there for a 
time, Nizam-ul-Mulk came with a large army aud defeated them, The fort 
of Madura was given up by the Mahrattas and they, in their distress, ran 
away to other places, but Mr. Kamakshi Rao's forefathers setiled at Uttamas 
palayam in the Periyakulam Taluk. His maternal grandfathers served in the 
12th and 28rd Regimentsand in the Light Infantry respectively, from 1808 clown. 
wards, as Jamedars and Subedais. He owns at Uttamapalayam landed pros 
perty which was granted to his ancestais in 1779 under the Ijainh tenure ty 
Mr. Huidis, Collector of Madura The possessors of these lands were known 
as Karaikarars, and Karaikarars were, according to Mv, Nelson, respected by 
the local inbabitants. Mr. Kamikshi Rao is the only graduate of the old 
Saidapet Agricultural College among the Mahiatta Kshatriyas. ‘The 
Principal of the College, in his certificate which was the only one 
issued by the College authorities, says :—*Possesses pinctical bent 
of mind. Did well in agriculture and veterinary subjects.” With a view 
to disseminate improved methods of agriculture among the roral 
population, he has contributed a series of articles to The South Indian Mail, 
Madura, om the reclamation and cultivation of Periyar wasle land, 
In conjunction with the Tlonourable the Zamipdar of Vadagarat and 
Daddappanaickanur, he successfully conducted some experiments In 
the lormei’s experimental farm, «The President of the District Board, 
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Madura, in higadministiation Report for 1901-05, wrote aa follows ——" The 
farm at Vadagarat in Periyakulam waa worked satisfactarily, andtytr, Barbar, 
Goverment Botanist; who visiled the Farm in 105 was favourably impressed 
with ita management." Mr, Kamakelu Rao is the author of many bookeis Zints 
on the Cultivation of Paddy in Tamil Districts, with a preface by Rai Batadur A. 
Ramalinga lyer, ua. nea, Superintending lngineer, Madras; Reclamation and 
Cudlivation of Saline lands in the Periyar tract; Mudar and its Usesy and A Guide to 
South ludian Agricullure, with an introduation by the Honourable the Zamindar 
of Vadagarai and Doddappanalekanur, is dedicated jto H, 2, Lord Carmichael, 
Governor of Bengal. His Exceliéney writes -—" I'have foufld the book very 
interesting and have, I hone, learned many things ftom it No donbtit is 
most useful to those who cultivate land near Uttamapalayam, but I think that 
it would be of advantage to others even ontside the Madtas Presidency to 
study it” Ula suggestions on the improvement of South Indian Agriculture 
are practical and within the easy means of ryots, The chapters devoted to 
the reclamation and tho cultivalion of waste lands (especially on the saline 
tracta under the Periyar Project) are interestings He has nol only a practical 
knowledge of the subjects he treats of but has considerable personal experi- 
ence of the various methods of reclamation described by him in this book 
from the experiments carried onin his own field, and may, therefore; be 
takon ag reliable ‘The chapters on Ullage and implements, manures and 
manuring, live atock, seads ctu, are full of useful information, 


Mr, M. 8, Purnalingam Plual, B.. A, UT 'This gentleman was born 
on ath May, 1864. (Te belonga lo a reapectable® family of landowners in the 
‘Kunavelly District, Madras Presidency, He matriculated and passed the Firat 
in-Arta Exninination from the Hindu College, Tinnevelly, and, having won Dr 
Miller's District Scholarship for proficiency in English, joined the Madras 
Christian College in 1880, [fo took the B.A. Degree in English and Philosophy 


“in 1888 and completed his M, A. course in English, when he was appointed 


Headmaster of the Hindu High School, Palamcottnh. After two years, 
he was offered the ITendmastersbip of the Vown High School} Erode, 
His atay there was bul for three months, but as a result of the changes so 
rapidly made, (he numerical strength of (he school doubled, and the school 
made a name for itself, In April 1890, he was appointed Court of Wards Tutor 
to the then minar Zamindar, now Rajah of Etaiyapuram, When the latter 
waagent to the Newington school which then badly wanted pupils, Mr, Pillai 
went to Madras, and the Rev, Dr. Miller gave him a place in bis own College. 
Mr, Pillai's literary activilies commenced then, and Measis, Thompson & Co. 
published his achool and college books Lis Analysis of English Lieralure and 
his Socraies and Plato ant Evolulioual Philosophy Cor the B. A. candidates had a 
warm welcome. Besides his work in the College and the work‘of amnotation 
and authdrship, ha joined the Law College and went through (he three yen’ 
course in Law, Halas published a series of Jaw books for the use of the candi- 
dates lor the First Examination in Law, nariety, A Digest of Roman Law, Aa 
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Ghilome of Jurisprudence aud Maine's Anciout Law, The Indian Contract Act, with au 
introduetbry analysis of the Contract Law, and The Specifia Retief Act, with briet 
noles, These law publications won the golden opinions of the Chief Justice Sir 
C, Arnold While and otlfer Judges of the High Court in Madras, When the 
Philosophy and English Professorships in the Maharajah's College, ‘Trivan- 
drum, fell vacant in 1896, Drs, Miller, Cooper, Sathianadhan, and Sir S, Subra- 
mania Iyer, then a Judge of the’ High Courl, Madras, slrongly recommended 
Mr, Pillai’s candidature for then, To quote a sentence or two from Jer, 
Miller's recommendation : " He’ has an unusually good knowledge both of 
English and7of Engtish Literature, #He is rlso a gaod teacher and T would 
expect him to fll with credit the situation for which he isan applicant if he ; 
should be appointed to it, Iconsider him quite as well qualified to give 
instruction in Edglish as in Philosophy.” In 1900 he became Professor of 
English in St.Michael’s College, Coimbatore. He discttarged his ‘duties there 
most energetically and was very popular, He resigned his place In 1904 when 
plague broke “out in the town in a virulent form, He then joined the 
staff of the Hindu College, Tinnevelly, and took the L. ‘I, Degree in 1906, 
Since 1908 he has been Principal of Camisis College, Tinnevelly and Madras, 
and is preparing young ambitious Indians for the Cambridge Local Examina- 
. + tions with a view to qualify them for admission in the Inns of Court,ete, 
What the Rev. Professor Pittendrigh said of him in 1897 is indeed very true 
even to-day: “ [Je possesses the somewhat rare gift of the power of initiative 
and is not lacking in energy,” For eight years he was the Proprietor and 
Editor of Juana Bodhini, a‘Lamil monthly, and made it tha premier magazine 
in that'vernncular, At present he is engaged in the preparation for publica 
fion ofa Library of 100 Famous Tamil Classics with 9 view to popularize ‘Tamil 
Lilerature. Wis scholarship in Tamil isno less than it is in Tnglish, Fife 
* Primey of Tamil Lileratiye in English is a pioneer work and has been received 
very favourably by the press and by {he public, His History of Tamil Literalure 
in two volumes will be a monumental work when it shall be published. His 
Studies and Critiques in English Literature, 1915, ras evoked the good opinions pf 
such famous scholats and critics as Lord Morley, Frederic Harrison, Jolin 
Bailey, ete, and his Intest trealise on Tex Tami? Saints is remarkable for the 
graphic sketches of the lives of the Saints and for the critical expositions of 
the bhakti and juaua lore enshrined in Tamil devotional lyrics. : 


, 
: 


. Rai Saheb Pandit Rajkishan Koul:—He comes of a respactnble 
Kashmiri Brahmin family, His grandfather, Pandit Bholanath, who was a 
, « >mathematician, was given the task of putting the Jaora administration ona 
«, sound basis, He soon secured the confidence of his master and beenme 
one of his trusted advisers, and was granted « permanent allowance in 
‘Appreciation of his services, While eerving the Jaora State he was appointed 
Superintendent of Multhan and served (he Holkar State Inthe RampuraBhans 

pura district, He was also Superintendent of Piploda for a time, 
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Pundit Bhola Nath’a ean, Jivalanath Dar, antered the service of the Jaora 
State, when hS was only Afteen years of age and obtained the responsible post 
of Serishtedar to the Miniater, which post he retained till his death, 

During the Mutiny of 1867, he gave his best services and advice to the 
State, in recognition of which the Jaora State conferred upon him a Jaghir, a 
Khilat, and an allowance, A portion of that Jnghir is atill held by Pandit 
Rajkishan, . 

Pandit Jwalnnath's family consisted ff four sons and two daughters, the 

subject of our skotch being the fowth son. He wasadopted b ‘the widow of 
his maternal grandfather, Pandit Katta Kishan Koul, a good scholar and 
Porblan pact of a respectable Kashmiri Brahmin family, , 

Pandit Rajkishan was born in Samwat 1916. He learndd Persian and Hindi 
in aprivate school He waa appointed Agency Vakil by the late Rajah of 
Sailana, white his eldest brother, Pandit Kashi Nath, was Minister of the State, 
He creditably discharged the dutles of the post for abput fifteen years. 
After Plrohit Mohantal’s administration, he disagreed with the new Minister 
tind resigned his post, He subsequently became Chief Magistrate at Jaora, 
and afterwards Personal Assistant to the Minister. !is former services in the 
Sailana State were remembered and fis services were willingly lent by the 
Jaora State, He was appointed Dewan of Sailana in 1898, The selection 
was approved of by Lieut. Colonel the Hon'ble Sir David W. K. Barr, K. C. S.L, 
then Agent to the Governor-General for Central Indian, In recognition 
of the metttorloua servicas rendered by him during the Famine of 1890-1900, 
a Sanad, dated tho Sth August 1902, under the signature of the Hon'ble the 
Ay Gy G. waa conferred upon him in an open Durbar. On the occasion 
of tho Imperial Durbar nat Delht in December 1011, which he attended with 
Mia Mighness Rajah Saheb, Str Jaswant Singhji Bahadur, KCI, of 
Sailann, the ttle of Raf Saheb was conferred upon him in appreciation of his 
morita anda Durbar Medal was also given him. The title of Ral Saheb with 

‘the Sanad waa presented by the Hon'ble Mr. 0, Dwyer, 0,8. 1, the Agent 

“to the Governor-General for Central India, Indore. Since then he has perform. 
ed hls duties creditably enjoying the confidence of His Highnésa the Rajah 
Saheb. His mertis have also been appreciated by the Political Agent and the 
Honournble the Agent to the Governor-General for Central India, 
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WIFE WITHOUT A SMILEL DARKENS THE METROPOLIS 11 
teoeteeeunyomeneatanntomiwenitnten a naanettet stones mete siatensnnnemenennenpecinrionnvesinntenmentianarmets 
'  . ALEXANDRA HAIR OIL QLADDENS IT EI! . 


“ALEXANDRA, 
acme AN IDEAL 
HAIR PRODUCBR 
AND RES'TORER 


THD FINES? ANS VORY 

: OXQUIBITYBY PERFUMED « 
; , 

ALEXANDRA . MRtOhH ror fam vorner 
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A Sox penum Ramedy for Kaldness or Alopecht, Tor P 
netnlerior the Tne Branufully Soft, for kemoving Seul 
Miaaattaolag the Opin ¢ olan of Pade 

ALEXAN DRA- Is unsurpaseaed. « 

Gf all the mediated Hair Olla, Att vannra has a spect 
snamtec the ban meeases the power of intudhon, thawdates the mental faculties, cals the 
SOUP. a Bidin iu tie ity, pmproves the memory and dogulates hasty judgmout. Anatomy 
and Phyalotogy of Healy nro on cach Cartoon, 


yu‘ J# 18 GOT UP IN LONDON 


heverving, Suengthentng, and 
ve Tanith ott, and also for 


al thernpentical value ‘~iT 


Prica poe phinl Ro b Por dozen Ra, 9, fostade and packing oxtra 
PRT TTR NT ne 


SA TRIBND INDERD T! 
Got a bottio VILROUS SARSAPARILLA for Rs, 2 only 


Hah sore will avigeur Me your Rystem by pucifying euch atom of blood, 
Paar ttel a hile AND. JUNGLE FEVER 
ar he Combuted by the Satentifie Preparation 
5 UPIBRENEMIG COACH DY AsceS a hee 
N HeeTo those whe hive mu cus tendeney and those who get fiightened at the 


shane at deiner iond medicines on account of then hitter tastes, It may be rsued that these 
Cachet tue taxich tam) ain bree edly iba 
apne 


pia} aera re, tae npetnenetineet ering rnemtnrinniereteiainnsbtinannnnentnn 
LOE"! Red Soll in Cillap ible, Lubec q Gunautecd cava lor all norin of 
Maree Skin due te ce Ringworm, Soabis, Uoxomn, oto Pride As 6 per tubo 
tettnannentasindieninainteranit ineanairesenencmntmaananasetsintions 


PHOTO~JEWELRY 


Any photo reprodunod tn imitation on gonulne 
enamel ta bo wor as Brooch Ouff-Links, Rings, 


ote, ote, ote, 


PARCELAIN PLATE 


With Imperishible Photographador Gravestonady” 
Slanda, eta. . ss 4 


PHOLOGRAPHIC ENUARGEMQNTS 

Luxury Cutalogae i 
EA MeRatine me tate ee i seeteinhnenldi ehieciheickdatieiabbdndan dn taliban bnadelt inde aens aenee neiatee pene neaneenanedtianmmeaeineennnier. 
LEPROSY | LHPROSY It LEPROSY 11! 


“Phe oe with to tetrbte mmtil gam avdkes life a finden to Gad and man! D1, Shay 
Lopewsy ft. Dotnition, Mtlology, History, Googuphloal Distribution Modes of 
Tafeotlon, Dagnouly ot Troatmant, Natheioul Asaivedio ts well as combu ed mejpodd, 
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Silyor Medal, Sydney. 1879 : Sooo Awol, Malbourno, 1880, 
HIGHEST AWARDS FOR SUN DIALS ; 


Fvancis Barker & Son, Ltd. 


Sun-Dial and Selentifie Instrument Malkeug 


' 


Spacial Aganis in India: « 
THE HOWRAH PLANT & SEED STORES, 


" Seodsmon, Florists, Nurserymen, Gardon designers, Houso 
decoraters, Importers of Vegetabla, Flower and Garden 
Foads and Garden Ins ements, ote., ete, 

Hold an enormous stock of Palms, Crotons, Rows, Firn 8, Orchids, 
Rare Bulus, Fruit and Miscellaneous Floter Plants, ete 
c 7 


a 
Office 14%, KHOOROOT’ ROAD, HOWRAH, BENGAL 


’ SUN-DIALS AS GARDEN ADORNMENTS 


Tha Horlaontat and 
Voruion fiardon 
Dints, 





Mottoes for Sun- 
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wn 


When oat May, oa 
Sade of mn des 
CLOptoae nas Wacewary 
for te te knew the 
Iabiide nad lonptide, 
em te od Mier peta ces 
whise the dink ti 
golug to diy (ised, 


‘Come Light! yjat 
mig * 


: 
‘he Wow Thes’ 


‘Seize the — pregent 
momédnt'* 


‘Life is as an Ifom ' 

Uefore supply ait at 
Vertiond diel itty 
Neer oy for oun te 
kaow fhe deelarutten 
or hie apeet al the 
Wall, When atay te din 
Ned, aypren el any 
Cones i qaletition 
ta the Jatinne and 
lon ctnde of the plice, 
These fygiies ni the 
Absolutely covet, dor 


Tira and Tide tauy 
fo. no man ' 

"Moments make tho 
yer, and tiffles 
Ile" 
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‘Tis abvays moma 
Scmlewhere An the 
would’ 
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ye at he dad depends 
shadow thee le ; , pou the Tyg 
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PEDESTALS FOR SUN-DIALS 


t 

Sun-Dials form an Ornamontal Attraative and Userful Adori. 
Mant to Gardens, Parks, Terracos, Eto. By reason of tholp 
chara, Sentiment and Moral Insoriptions and when mudo IWatho. 
-Matioally ¢ oprost, ave Infallable Tire-kaspere tor setting the 
Clooks, of the House by} Algo vory sillabis, with appropriate 
Matto op Unacviption, as a Memorial or th sommMamopaty any 
Speoial avails, ef CATALOGUES FRE,” | t 


be : 
Estimatd and Particulins: Will be pladly. go | Qu reweipe ot 
Plan and Location of the patiehe..) 
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Tateriion ainnrasodopvemtinemonreaesiewiioneies sien eas Siyeentetlne trices colliery Ho ¢ by 
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SILKS! SILKS!  SILKSITE 
TDR, rH KIND: PATRONAGE OF LADY HEwert j 


GILBS an Tadier aml! Ganda Wear, Wastang, soft and durnbla being Nand Kindo 
Qh picee 48 neule ty atake EWo Ceuta Sula Me Re As Ganihle, Dalate says se 
Dhavaer pived the fain pieces of alike yoo sent ma and both Mr Gamble and Shr Willig 
(duke Uhe them very raneh, * : 


Sample ant free on roguest 


SARIDR “ab Youd. Hf 4 to and Digpatian for Indian Lading (rout Ra, Lao 
SG each, (otours gnaranteed fant). ' s : 
CHADUISS: “fin Indiqn Gantiometf 3} end 34 Yada x “Sa! each RY 8 and upwards 
Sill Y oongtie for Mohammedan Gantlemen, 
WOUDEN LOVS —Henares made for chiklion from & to Khe per boas. 
TOMACCO MES and Zardas for Indian Tndion aml Gargienon, Bonaren marti 
Yenutitully scented, In Sinatt Tita by post ram Ra. 3 to 8 ‘ 


‘ 


2 Paohing atu Postage extra . . 
Jools Aba tnken Gack tree Of cast for replacement in case of Msapproval, 
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ThesStandard Trading Agency and Commission Agents, 
GRANT ROAD, BOMBAY 
CHOTABLISHED 1868) 


Sere Agents of 
APPROVED MOLOR CARS, 
PENDIU AM WATCHERS, 
ROYAL KODNIAIN: PENS, 
AND 
STANDARD MANTD NS, 
Direut Importers of 
DISC TALKING Aaghines, 
PHONAGRA PIS, RECORDS, 
UING MU OGRAVHS, 

TARMONIDMS, / 
MOTOR FANS, GYULES, 
IKUN BALES, WATCHES, 
Ete,, Bie, 

sectnnerispre atin . 


aitse Asthyrined Agents of , 4 
+ 2,000 & P.ORIGINAL & 
WASHINGTON PERERGT sat 
PEARL Lanpd, 
Phousanda arg fn yst. 
All the Ratlways Hao, p 
‘Tabagtaglily Addigant AGENCY poMBay 
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Calcot, Perry, 
Singer Light Cars... 





